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oiJD and hearty were the greetings 
of the whole French people, on the 
Emperor’s triumphant retiun to Pans 
/7' ^ Even those who had previously ab- 
i|P horn swelling the ranhs of 

admirers, hut remained attached to 
the Bourbons, oi wrapped in their 
philosophical reveries concernmg Be- 
pubhcan Liberty and Equahty, weie seized with the enthusiasm of 
the moment, and mmgled their plaudits with those of the crowd 
The Eagle of Prance soared triumphant above all its enemies, and the 
chief of the nation seemed destined, by Heaven, to make the country 
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and pHKjple the greaUat and most glononi upon airth SubmisRiou to 
the governinent of hun before ■whom monarch* horrcd "vnlh rercTcnce 
■eemed no less a duty than a necessity His Trhole life and ochievo 
menta -were regarded as IiHlo less than a *ene« of miracle* from which | 

the empire over which he presided wai to denre advantages com i 

menstiratc -with the snppwed honour It i* not •vronderfuh therefore , 
t ha t the most hyperbolical langnago was used by the deputations eent 1 
to congratulate him on the isme of hut last campaign* from the ■ 
Senate the Tribunate tho Lcgulatrve Corps the Court of CaiaatioTi, } 
the Clergy tho Municipality and m short all the authonbes 
I avil military and cwjclesiastio, throughout his dominion* In these 
1 addresses it was confidently predicted, that war was ot an end, that ^ 
tho aUnmco of the Emperor with En*«ia and tho German State* and | 
the establishment of the Contmeotal Syitem wutild ipeeddy reduce ' 
England to the necessity of sohatmg peace and open a bnght pro* 
poet of internal prosperity for the agnculturo tho manufactiore* and ! 
the commcrco of the conntry ' 

It 18 the chaxactenstio of iVonchmon to bo more eanly and entirely ' 
elated or depressed tiuin other people this la nDCCwaiy to be borne m 
mind to account, in some meatnre for the eartravagance of thear joy or ' 
despair even under ordinary orcximttance* though ruch excess of feel i 
mg can only operalo ityunoualy by producing tho inaction madont to ^ 
ovcT-cxatod hope or feax Tbi* tendency to exaggeration vraa never 
more thoroughly displayed than m tho harangues by which all parbe* 
now sought to testify their seal and attachment toward* the man at whose 
chariot wheel* fame and fortuno •eemed to run as ready vassal* In 
tho addre** of the Senate Nepolooa -wa* exalted high above humanity 
rho accompluhnicnt of euch action* a* ho had performed in a few 
t month* would it was smd, havo conferred glory upon a mnltitudo ^ 
of ordinary men, diffused through an ago let this ■wn* not all that 
tho Emperor had wrought, "WTido occupied m conquering hw 
cncmic* fit a distance hi* gcniiu had guided tho domesbc admmis* 
tration of lu* vast empiro hi* aebro mmd had ovcrleopcd tlio 
intervening space of four hundred league* between tho army and his 
capital and been able to comprehend and direct aH mearorc* of 
public ulihty even to their minutest dcbuls, "W o cannot,” *Qid 
Eacepede offer to vour Majc»ty prnjie* equal to our *cn*o of your 
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glor 3 ^ It will be tlic task of posteiity, icmovcd at a distance fiom 
your picsencc, to estimate tlic subhme exaltation of your fame 
Enjoy, Sire, a iccompcnce ■\voitliy of tlie gieatest monarclis, the 
happiness of being beloved by the gicatcst of nations ” If Napoleon 
sometimes forgot that he vas a mcie mortal, ho might be excused 
the fallacy -wliich all aiound him seemed liabitually to indulge, and 
to take cveiy oppoitunity to mipiess upon him as an indisputable 
truth 

The hist act of the Emperor Tvas, to rewaid those who had dis- 
tinguished themselves by then mihtary sei vices m the campaign, oi 
thcii fideht)’’ and wisdom in civil offices during his absence The 
dignity of senator was confericd on Geneials Klem and Beaumont, 
on the tiibimes, Cuiee and Fabie de I’Aude, the Aichbishop of 
Turm, and Dupont, one of the Mayois of Pans, Talleyiand, Pimce 
of Beneveuto, was appomted Vice-Giand Elector, and Berthier, 
Pnnee of Neufchdtel, leceived the title of Vice-Constable of the 
Empire. Ciosses of the Legion of Honoui were bestowed among 
the officeis and soldieis of the army, and on those whose celebnty 
in hteratuie, the arts, and sciences had enhanced the leputation of the 
French name These distmctions, howevei, though distnbuted with 
hbeiahty, were never profusely given Napoleon well knew that, to 
possess any value, they must be stnctly confined to the mentonous, 
and not conferred as Couit ornaments, or maiks of peisonal favour 
Fiom this, and othei concuiTmg causes, so highly weie such maiks 
of Imperial regard esteemed, that many men, to whom large gratuities 
weie awarded, sohcited that an honoiary distmction might be gianted 
instead 

The 15th of August, the bnth-day of the Empeioi, the festival of 
'his sainted namesake and of the Assumption, was celebiated with the 
utmost splendouL The whole nation seemed to lejoice m the good 
fortune of its Chief and even a bishop of the Cathohe church thought 
it did not deiogate horn the sacied dignity of his office, to pronounce, 
from the pulpit of his cathedral, the foUowmg sentences, which, m 
England, could only be regaided as blasphemies “ God, m Ins 
sacied meicy, made choice of Napoleon to be his representative upon 
eaith The Queen of Heaven [the Viigm Mary] has deigned, by the 
most munificent gifts, to mark the anmversary of that day which wit- 
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neoed ter own reception into the celestial mancQn* Holy Virgin 1 
It la not mtliout an especial diqwnsation of thr Ioto for the French 
people, and of thine all porrerfal mdaence with thy Son, that to the 
ducf of these thy solemn days should belong the birth of the Great 
Napoleon. God decreed, that from thy st?pnlchre should spring a 
hero I” The Emperor himsellj accompanied by the Empress and 
the great officers of state repaired to Ndtro Dame, where a solemn 
Te Deum was channted for tho Peace of Tilnt, 

On the same day, a deputation from the kingdom of Italy waited 
upon tho Sorcreign, to mute its fehatabona with those of the empire 
I Napoleon seemed to hare become en object of adoration to all those 

I who, by their relation to him or fais gorenunent, were m any way 
I paitiapators of his glory Ho alono was the same man as formerly, 

' and remained undaialed by the splendour which inreeted his person 
and name His reply to hu Italian subjects has less of pomp or 
j OAsamption than many of the proclamations pubhahed when ho was 
merely General in-chicf of tho Army of Italy I eipcncnced pe- 
enhar satufrction,” ho said * in the course of tho last campaign, m 
witnessing tho excellent conduct of my Italian troop*. For the first 
tune, after many ages, the Italiaiu Lave won renown in the great 
theatre of tho world. I hope that this happy commencement will 
oxoto tho cmulatioa of the natioD, — that the moidcns of my good 
langdom, when they choose husbands, will distinguish between youths 
who lounge awsy their days in the boudoir and those who are marked 
With hononrablo scars obtained m the semcc of their country Vou 
j may inform my people on your retuni that I intend shortly to make 
I a tour of my Itahon dominions.” 

I Tho opening of tho Lcgislobro Session took place on tho 16th of 
1 August The Emperors speech contained this flattenng sentence, so 
dear to the tjuu^ of Frenchmen " I feel it my proudest boast to bo 
[ tho first among you It was necessary, perhaps (to use a mcmorablo 
j expression of hii own, uttered upon another occasion) to " exato tho 
^ imagination of the people for ho was about to task their cndunmcc 
The Tribunate was a rcstigc of (ho Eopubhean Constitution of tbo 
Abbe Sicj-ii and secured to the people at least a nominal portia 
pation m the acts of tlio Govenunent, fonning a supposed bamcr 
ftgaimt tho rc-cftabhibrocnt of absolute dcsjiotism Tho real power 
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aud influence of tins biancli of tlie Legislatuie, however, weie ex- 
ceedingly small Its membcis, chosen by the Senate, lepiesented not 
the multitude but the body fiom vhich they deiived then authoiity; 
and afibided no fuithcr guaiantec foi the adoption of popular 
mcasuies, than that vhich is naturally fimiishcd by a laige body of 
intelhgent men having precognizance of all contemplated pubhc 
changes, and interested in maintaming good government and the pio- 
tection of piojicity, as much for the sake of themselves and their con- 
nexions as floni a love of oidei and justice. Napoleon had resolved 
to suppiess tins Institution, not, however, because he feared it as an 
opponent. The Tribunate had been the readiest mstiument of lus 
ambition From that body had emanated the pioposal, that he 
should be Consul foi life, and also that for the estabhshment of the 
Empire, and when, after the capture of Berhn, even the Senate 
thought fit to lemonstiate agamst the contmuance of the war, the 
Tnbunate remamed silent and subservient. The real cause of the 
suppression of the body appears to have been coiTCctly stated by 
the Empeior himself to Las Cases, at St. Helena “ The Tnbunate,” 
he said, “ was absolutely useless, yet cost nearly half a niiUion of 
francs (about twenty thousand pounds) pei annum ” He added, I 
was well aware that an outcry would be raised agamst violating the 
law ; but I was strong I possessed the full confidence of the people, 
and considered myself a reformer At least I did all for the best 
Had I been hypociitical, or evd-disposed, I should, mstead of de- 
stroymg, have raised the- Tnbunate,* for who can doubt, that, when 
necessary, it would have adopted and sanctioned my views and 
mtentions? But such support I never sought m the course of my 
administration I never purchased a single vote by promise, place, or 
money ; and if I distnbuted rewards to ministers, councillors of state, 
and legislators, it was because there were things to give away, and it 
was natural and just that they should be awarded to those whose 
avocations brought them m contact with myself In my tune, all the 
constituted bodies of the empire were pure and irreproachable ” It 
must be admitted, nevertheless, that m this action Napoleon failed to 
exhibit his usual forethought and pohey The French people, justly 
proud as they were of then Monarch and his fame, had derived 
additional gratification and importance from the reflection that, m the 
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Attembly chosen irom thenr own ranla, aMiough not direcdy represent- 
ing their icntimenta, they had retained a voice m the administration of 
public afiairs The abolition of the Tribnnntc nngraaonily dispelled 
this nianon, and told them, in a manner not to be misnnderstood, 
that the Emperor deemed hia authority absolute, and was disposed to 
admit none to iharo m the Govemnaent but inch as were necessary to 
divide the burthen of its duties The impression conveyed abroad by 
this proceeding, has been aptly expressed by Lanrent do I'Ard^e 
**The existence of an mstitutioa, whmh in its ongm and name con 
etantly recalled the Eepnblican sj^tem, could not bng be tolerated m 
the neighbourhood of the pnncea and dnhea with whom the Imperial 
munihccnco had furroanded the Throne, m the persons of the most 
celebrated detractors and most fbnnidablo oncimet of the oncaent 
anstocmtical orders " The Tribniulo, it may be added, lubnutted to 
Its &to m silence ^ 

Other changes, some jadiaoos and soma arbitrary, were, at the 
same tunc, made m tho orgonuotion of the Legislative bodies and 
in tho form of their dcHbenitions. Among these were the decrees 
that no person should thenceforward, bo eligible for admissicm ns a 
member till he had attained tho ago of forty nor bo appomted to 
the Council of State, till he had serred three times in the Lcgisktivo 
) Assembly ond that every project of law should emanate directly 
from the Government A remarkable fcahiro of the Session of 1807, 
13 that the Commercial Code, os part of the Code Napoleon was then 
voted , when Fnmcc, through her Contmcntal system (which was 
enforced where practicable with the utmost ngour), and the vigDanco 
of the Bn fash crmscTf, had ceased to possess any National commerce 
Every effort, in the mcantuno was made to balance tho mantimo 
power of England Tho Emperor fanned harbours, docts, built 
•hips and vosscU of ev er) - dcscnptioQ fortified tho coasts endea 
VDured to tram naval officers m short, called into action every available 
Totourcc for a struggle with his potent enemy Every obstado that 
' Interfered with his purpose of humbhng this indonutablc foe, chafed 
j and untoted him beyond cntluranco lie would bsten to no com 
prortme or modification of the Bcrlm Decrees for tho blockade of 
Bntun The welfare of France and the jicaco of tho '\\ orld seemed 
Infling In compariMm with the refusal to acknowledge his Imperial 
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title, and tlie asseition and maintenance of the Sovereignty of the 
* Ocean, by ^^an Island -vvluch geograplucally was but a province of 
the Gieat Empnc ” The IBntish flag was stJl unfuiled in the 
Baltic, and ISTapolcon continued at wai with Sweden Through the 
imhecdity of the King, howevei, and die apathy of the tioops Undei 
such a cluef, the opposition of that comitiy, notwithstandmg the 
assistance in men and money winch it derived flom England, soon 
j ceased to he formidable On die 19th of August, Stialsund was 

I taken, and the capitulation of the island of Bugen, on the 3rd of 

I September, placed the whole of Svedish Pomerama at the disposal 

I of Fiance The British tioops rcimharked for anodiei enterprise,' 

j and the commercial deahngs of Sweden were thenceforth reduced 

to the character of mere smuggling transactions, which, whatever 
trouble they might have given to the Ficnch coast-guard, could 
aflEbid no material advantage to Enghsh merchants 
The Spanish Penmsula stood in a different position, and was calculated 
to defeat the Contmental system much more effectually than Sweden, 
j even had the latter not been encumbered widi such an idiot Kmg. 
Spam, by the extent of her fiontieis and the maritime and odier 
facdities which these gave her, was enabled to carry on an immense 
contraband trade with Italy, and France itself, aud the mterdictions 
1 of Kapoleon, though they could not stop the traffic, rendered it more 
dangerous aud less profitable, and were secretly resented by the whole 
'! nation The country, mdeed, had, duimg the Prussian campaign, 
exhibited symptoms of a desue to throw off the French yoke alto- 
gether , but the news of the victory of Jena had prevented any actual 
demonstration of hostihties, and externally, the blockade of Britain 
was acquiesced in by the Court of Madrid Portugal, howevei, 
which from old associations and mtunate commercial relations, might 
almost be called a British colony, though conscious of her mahihty 
to resist the Conqueror of Italy, Austna, and Prussia by arms, mam- 
tamed a dogged resistance to his right of mteifeience with hei trade 
Napoleon remonstrated, and finally, m concert with Charles TV 
of Spam, lequned the Prmce Regent of Portugal to close the 
ports of his kmgdom agamst the vessels of Bntam, to confiscate the 
property of her merchants, and to arrest all her subjects who nught 
fall mto his power To the first of these demands the Prmce 
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rductantly consented bnt Ae t^ro last Trere peremptorily refused, 
on tie ground that notiung "ffould justify his violation of tjifi feith. 
of treatiea said the nghta of hospitality and at the time of returning 
this ansvrer a generous hint was conveyed to the English merchants 
that it would be prudent to closo their accounts and retire from a 
country no longer able to afford them protection from violence and 
rapine 

This cool and determined opposition from a quarter whence he had 
not ontuapated resistance aroused. aD Napoleon s ire He forthwith 
negoemted with Spam for tho dethronement of the House of Braganna, 
and the parUtton of Portugal between himielf tho King of Etruna, in 
whose favour Napoleon hfld formerly erected Tuscany mto^a sovo 
reign state and whom ho now wished to remove and ilanuel Godoy 
Pnnee of the Peace (the favouxrte of the nnbecaie Spamah Monarch, 
and paramour of his profligate Ouocn) who, from a pnrate gnardsman 
had been elevated to the highest rank attainable by a subject, and 
to uncontrolled dominion over the whole of Spaim The titsaty and 
conrenhon by which this neianous scheme was concluded, were 
signed at Fcntamblcau, on the 27th of October 1807 and General 
Junot was immediately oftenmdB placed at the head of an army of 
twenty-eight thousand men with ordcra to march upon Lisbon before 
reaching which he was to be joined by an equal Dumber of Spaniards 
whilo a rcservo of forty thousand French troops was directed to bo 
assembled at Bayonne m readiness to take the fleld, on tho instant, 
ahoold tho English land an army to defemd her Ally 

thatc arrangements were proceeding Napoleon gave solemn 
audience to an ambassador from Persia, sent to confirm tho friendly 
relations already cxutmg between tlint country and Franco and who 
In testimony of tho Eastern frmo of tho Emperor was tho bearer 
among many magnificent presents of the sabres of the oriental heroes 
Tamerlane and Eouh Khan. *Ilas was loo ordinary flattery Tho 
Mahometans treasure tho memory and relics of thenr great men with 
a devotion equal to that entertamed by tho Cathohe thurdi for its 
sainU and martyrs 

On the IGlh of November the Emperor quitted Parui for Italy, and 
ttmved Ql Alihm on., tho 21st. The object of his joumey seemed 
merely to shew himself to the people in order to 3 ccct> alive tlio 




attachment which they had constantly expiessed foi his peison and 
government. The Itahans flocked lound him flom all quaiteis, and 
every one was dehghted with the courtesy, affabdity, and goodness of 
heart of then Soveieign Fiom hlilan he pioceeded to Yemce, which 
he enteied on the 29th, the same day that Junot, havmg tiaversed 
Spam, leached Ahrantes, the flist city m his lonte aftei ciossmg the 
Poituguese hontiei Fiom Vemce, Napoleon letumed to Lombaidy, 
and, at Mantua, had an mtemew with his bi other Lucien, who, to 
promote a reconcihation with the head of his family, consented to the 
espousal of his daughter with Ferdmand, Prmce of Astunas — an 
alliance, it may be added, which was never effected Thence the 
Emperor agam repan ed to Milan, where he conferred on the Viceroy, 
Eugene, the hereditary title of Pimce of Vemce, and on Hortense, 
Queen, of Holland, that of Prmcess of Bologna , Melzi, formerly 
President of the Cisalpine Repubhc, was, at the same time, created 
Duke of Lodi 

In the Legislative Assembly, when the acts of that body were pre- 
sented for his acceptance, JNapoleon thus expiessed himself Gentle- 
men — It is with pleasure I see you around my throne After an absence 
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of tJiroo jrean I am mach gratified to obscrro the progroes irhich haa 
been made by my people bnt diorc are stili many tbmgt to bo dono 
CTO die corrora of otir fatheri can bo eSacod, and Italy rendered ^rorthy 
of tbo bigb doiftmy reserved for her Tho mtestmo divucumi of onr 
ancestors occasioned by thoir miserable egotum and love of indindoal 
localiUea led to tbo gradual loss of all tberr nghU The cotmtry ^as 
difiinbcnted of its rank and digmty bequeathed by those who, m 
remote ages, had spread afar tho renovra of their arms and the &mo 
of thear manly virtnes To restore that renown and those virtiies, 
win consUtato tho object and glory of my reigm 
Until tho French conquest, such words as these had not been 
addressed to tho Italians for ages. Tbcir prmccs os well nabcve'as 
foreign, had trcaiod them as mere serfs of tho soil artisans opera 
smgers buffoons, and b^gar noble® mcapsblo of indulging the higher 
aspirationi of men consaons of possessing xodividual and cohoebvo 
rights, or of droannng that fireodom was rooro than a watch word 
pertaining to tho anaent and obsolete language of their land< To bo 
told by lutn who hod subdued their oppressors and broken the fetters 
of thoir slaTcry that they were stall a nation with nothing but tho 
defects of oducatiou and habit to overcome in order to be agam great 
and powerful, and worthy of tho high source whence they denvod 
their blood, might well oxotc their enthusiasm. Tho Imowlcfdgc caino 
to diem like gleams of light and tidings of dehveranco to men con 
denmed to constant toil m gloomy mmes for treasures they were 
debarred from enjoying They may, therefore bo cacused if their 
expressions of joy partook of extravagance and odulatiou, notwith 
sta ndin g that as yet they had recovered nothing but hope and a 
seme of their growing unportnuco 

During the Emperor’s stay m Italy tho Code Najwleon caroo into 
operation m all the States then aubjcct to Franco This was tho 
first attempt m Europe to supersedo the feudal system by an entire 
comistcnt, and unifonn body of avil laws adapted to tho wants and 
Imhits of modem society The IxrgisloUvo Assembly during the 
Uc\olution had coticci\-cd a project of luiDplifjung and classing the 
numcrom exiting decrees and ordinances under which tho nation 
lud been gONirncd but the violence end confuaicm of the penod 
had pTCTcnted nay result berond a fame indication of what was 
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deemed necessaiy Undei the Duectoiy, a lepoit had been diawn 
up on the same subject, but this being based ujiDn the abstiact 
speculatious of the revolutionary philosopheis, -with lefeience only 
to thou Yiews of "what society should be, not "what it was, was inap- 
phcable to the age and the people, and totally woithless The 
present Code had been suggested, immediately aftei the 18th of 
Bnimaue, by Napoleon himself, who thus evmced his desne to 
consohdate the Revolution, and give to the Fiencli people all the 
advantages they had oiiginally sought from that event. The woik 
was woithy of the spnit which directed it, and the nation foi whose 
benefit it was designed. It had engaged the undivided attention and 
talents of many of the most emment men m Fiance, a coimtiy always 
celebiated foi its jurisconsults, whose labouis had been bestowed 
with the sole object of establishing a laile of light foi persons and 
propel ly, and of laying down forms of piocedme by which crime 
might be punished, innocence piotected, and justice obtamed by the 
humblest as well as the wealthiest citizen, with the least possible 
delay and expense to the suitoi The tnal by jury, except m pohtical 
cases, was confeiied upon all accused persons as a right The pubhc 
pohee system of the empue has been the model foi that of England 
Justice was administeied on sound and fixed principles, and by 
uhimpeached tiibunals ” Rut not to multiply particulais, it will be 
sufficient to say, that Su "Waltei Scott, a competent judge, though he 
qualifies his approbation of the details, pionounces that ^‘’the Code, as 
a whole, forms a grand system of jurisprudence, drawn up by the most 
enlightened men of the age, havmg access to all the materials which 
the past and piesent times afford ” Mr Eockliart says, that ^^it was 
drawn up with consummate skiU and wisdom, so as to be a boon of 
mestimable value to Fiance,” and De Boumenne, a man of iniimte 
sagacity, though of doubtful honour, and who seldom gives Napoleon 
credit but where the cucumstances themselves extort it, admits that 
'‘'the Code, as a monument of legislation, must piocuie the Emperor a 
' place among the benefactors of mankind ” The greatest tnbute, 
however, which has been paid to its ment, and its peiTect adaptation 
to the uses for which it was mtended, is the fact of its re-estabhshment 
by the Bourbons, and its retention to the present day as the rule of 
conduct foi all Frenchmen Well might Napoleon, who peisonally 
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laboured long and eameatly m assuttng to perfect the TTork, proudlj 
] exclmm on its completion, ' I ahull go dorrn to postenty mth the 
I Code m my hand. Tbo prudence and policy of enforemg its 
obscironce upon the State* then rocently annexed to Franco, and 
■vrluch 'trere not »o Tvell prepared for its reception hare been que* 
tioned bnt ita rolontary adoption, after the fall of the Emperor 
by many of the Gorman and Italian States, -which had practically 
j exponcnced its beneficial effects is the best ansrrer to all such 
I olgectionj 

I While these things were transpmDg in France, the British Gorem 

raent was exerting rH its poirew to defeat the Ibrmtdablo league which 
* was now arrayed against its commerce It began by endcoTonring 

I to create a new spcacs of commerce where none had prcnously 

j existed, and where the sunplo wants of the inhabitants were supplied 

1 br tho produce of the land- Two expeditions had been sent, m 1800 

) and 1807 against Buenos Ajrcf to compel tho aatircai to deal m 

I Bntish merchandise but the sturdy scmi barbarous populadon not 

' ' onlr resolutely refused to purchaso -what it did not require and had 

no monoT to pay for, but took up arms in defence of its notional 
I indcpondcnco and speedily defeating tho Bntish troops with consider 
fiblo slaughter droro them xnth di^raco from tho insulted coast. 
Tho next step was tho despatching of an ormamemt agamst Turkoj*- 
to compel the Sultan to abandon his recent olhanco -with Napoleon, 
dismiss tho French Ambassador from Constantinople and surrender 
t nH his ships of -war to the English nnt3 a general peace This 

[ expedition was commanded by Sir Thomas Duckworth, who, m 

I February 1807, passed (ho Dardanelles, and urged the demands 

contained in hi* instmcbons but mth so httlo effect, and under such 
increasing disadrantagcs and don^irs, that, after nogociating for a 
week the Adraiml became scnouslr alarmed for the safety of his 
I squadron and precipitately retired from before tho Turkish capital 
with great lo« both of men and reputation Petty expeditions, 

' 1 howcTcr constituted, at this penod tho Bntuh system of warfare 

^ Vcconlmgly in hfarch a small unuy -was sent ogarast Egypt under 

I Grncml brascr nhich caj-Oy obtained po^scMion of Alcimidna but 
j King sub-^uentU prcf«ed hard on all side* by the Turks and 
‘Mamdukes was cotnprllrd nftcT losing more than a fifth of its 
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nunibei, to caj)itiilatcj and, on tlie 20 tli of Septembei, •wlioUy to 
evacuate the Egyptian teiiitoiies. As a set off against these disasteis, 
tlic small Dutch island of Cura9ao, and the Cape of Good Hope — 
a ically unpoitant acquisition — wcie conqueied But the general 
pohcy of the Enghsh Cabinet was too naiTow and selfish to accomplish 
any gioat object, oi to operate with effect in bimging the wai to a 
close. At length, howevci, tlie people of England had begun to 
pciceivc and to complain of the imbecile conduct of die hlmistry, 
and tliis, echoed by the press, eventually stimulated the Government 
to boldei action 

In the beginning of August, an expedition, consistmg of twenty- 
seven sail of the hue, and a gieat numbei of fiigates and smaller 
vessels, canying upwaids of twenty thousand soldieis, under the 
command of Lord Cathcait, was despatched to the Baltic, seciedy 
commissioned to demand horn Denmaih, the only Northern power 
which still possessed what nught be j'ustly called a fleet, the dehvery 
of its ships and naval stores to Gieat Britain, to be held m trust till 
the proclamation of peace Between the Danes and the Enghsh, at 
tins period, the most fiiendly relations were subsistmg, extensive 
mercantile deahngs were mutual, and ambassadors resided at their 
respective courts No mtimation was given of the hostile intentions 
of Great Bntam , no complaint of misconduct on the part of Denmaik, 
01 hint of apprehension as to her ulterior designs, was suffered to 
transpire even after the expedition had sailed. Admiralty hcences 
were granted to British mei chants tradmg to Denmark, and Damsh 
ships were encouraged to enter Enghsh ports as those of friends and 
alhes Hence the object of the armament was unsuspected, when 
Adnmal Gambiei, with his aimed fi eight, passed the Sound and the 
Great Belt, and, entering the Baltic, blockaded the island of Zealand, 
on which Copenhagen, the capital of the kmgdom, is situated It was 
not until nmety pennons were flying round these unprepared shores, 
that hlr Jackson, the British Mmistei, thought fit to commumcate to 
the Clown Prmce the requisitions of his Government, which were then 
stated to have ongmated in a fear that the French Emperor would 
not long peimit Denmark to rem ain neutral, but would seize and 
employ her fleet m his meditated attempt to subjugate England. 

The Damsh Prince, with just mdignation, repelled the demand, aa 
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an nn ^ro r r an table attempt to depnro his coimtry of its independence, 
and prepared to offer what renstonce he could to the anprorolced 
aggression of his pretended fiicnds The British, hoTrerer, ttcto too 
nninerotis and thor comic of proceeding had been too well organised, 
for a hasty and iH arranged defence to bo amihng The troops irero 
duembarhed , and whHo one portion was sent into the mtenor of the 
[ island under the command of Sor Arthnr TTcUesley whose name, 
already celebrated in India, was now firit beard m connexion with 
European warfare, the migonty wero occupied m conjnnrtian with 
the fleet, in bombarding Copenhagen, which, after bravely with 
standing the enemy for three dan, daring which many pubhc 



1 
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building*, cburcbcs, hbrancs and on immense number of private 
hahitationa and great part of the popolabon were destroyed by the 
cannonade and a dreadful conflagration waa Compelled to surrender 
It* atadU and forts. Hio captured fleet was immediately fitted out 
for *ea and all the naval store* together with pnmtc property of 
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extensive value, Aveie embarlced, and tlie English -withdie-w with then 
booty. Coninieiit upon the piinciplc of sueh an outiage would be 
supeifluous. On the giomid of expediency, the defendeis of the 
Adininistiation, by winch it was duected, have sought to justify its 
enoimify 

Eussia was among the hist to pioclaim hei mchgnation at this odious 
violation of the rights of nations. Alcxandei oxpiessed his i egret at 
havmg evei enteicd mto engagements with England, and gave vent to 
the bitterness which he had cherished agamst the Biitish Cabmet, foi 
its pai simony during the Pohsh campaign He exposed, with scorn, 
the mismanagement of tlie Eughsh expeditions, and chaiacteiized the 
hlinistry as meiccnaiy and selhsh He annulled every convention 
that had been enteied mto between Russia and GieatBiitam, avowed 
the prmciples set up by the Armed Heutiahty, which he termed a 
monument of the wisdom of the Gieat Catheime, and hnally laid an 
embaigo on all Biitish vessels and piopeity m his dominions. 

Nappleon obtamed intelhgence of the attack of Copenhagen while 
in Italy, but took less pubhc notice of the event than was geneially 
expected Perhaps, indeed, he was not soriy for its occunence, as it 
converted neutial Denmaik mto an ally of France, and furnished an 
excellent answei to whatevei protestations might be made by England 
agamst his aggiessions m the Peninsula He meiely issued a new" 
deciee against Biitish commeice, which was dated at hlilan, on the 
17th of Decembei, by which all the nations of Europe weie piohibited, 
not only from tra din g with England, but from deahng m articles of 
English manufacture Agents were appomted for almost every sea- 
port and tradmg town on the Contment, and these weie oideied 
not to pernut the entrance of any ship without a certificate of ongm, 
to prove that no part of the cargo was Bntish fyoduce It is almost 
needless to say that this manifesto, hke its predecessors on the same 
subject, though it served to embanass and compheate commeicial 
dealmgs, was moperative foi the purpose intended British goods'' 
still found their way mto the markets of Germany, Russia, Italy, the 
Penmsula, and France , and Napoleon himself, with his Empress and 
household, were consumers of proscribed articles, — which, to save 
appearances, weie treated as the produce of countries m ^Ihance ■with 
the empue De Boumenne relates some amusmg mstances which 
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occTOTcd, during lu« residence oi nnmster at Hamburg of tbc ingc 
IUDU8 practices of tbjB Genntou for the inland tranirport of TlrtgliKb 
mcrchjmdiso 'trbicK there iras neror nmeh difficulty in running on tbo 
coast- At n village near Hamburg the grard pits vrero filled at nigiit 
mth moist sugar and theneo la tbo morning conveyed into the citv 
for fho ostensible pnrposo of mendmg paths and roads Iho searching 
officers TToro deceived for a tone but the contmimncc of the repairing 
mama induced them to iratch more nmrcrvrly, and ovcntuaHy the 
sand carts vote eexied, and the trade brought to an end- At another 
viUi^ near Altona a sudden mortality arose and as the bnnal 
ground of the inhabitants ivas -within the aty hearse* with all tho 
^ panoply df deaths were constantly pwoing to and fro At last, it -vras 
I ycmarled that, notmthstanding the number of fonerols there was no 
, vuiblo decrease of tho population and, on examination, it Tnu found 
i th^ tho hearses and coffins wero filled -with sugar coffee vanilla, 

' nidigo and other British colonial merchandise 
I A few days before tho cIom of tho )Cftr 1807, Napoleon tool. leave 
' of his Itahau subjects, and set out on his rotom to Pans ‘While 

j passing tho Alps ho stayed a short tamo at Chomb^ry whoro tho son 

of Madame do Stael having obtained an audience bo^od that hi* 
mother might bo jicrnuttcd to rotom to Pan* assuring tho Emperor 
that it was not her intenti 0 n to give umbrage to tho Government 
Napoleon, however was ineiondilo "WTaon formerly m France she 
had ndiculc?d hi* Imperial pretension* and entertained tho mhabitanta 
j of tho Faubomg St fjcnnam irith cancoturc mntabon* of his con 
vcnsatiQn and of tho manner* and habits of tho kind and good 
Jofcphinc Neither thi* nor tho dcsifc of the outhorc** to supplant 
tho EmprcM had been forgotten hcnco tho entreaty of young 
He Stael wa* coldly listened to end stomly rcfoacd. Napoleon 
earned hi* resentment further perbap* than the circunutanccs war 
ranted, lie spofcc with a bitterness alraott amounting to rancour 
of Neeker tho grandfather of his snppbcani -whoso greatest fault 
as a minister of Lota* A.'S’X had been hi* faith in the aatorol 
goodness of raankmd which induced a too ready compliance with 
Uie -win of tho people The finanaor vrni stigmatucd a* a man of 
one idea a fool an old manwe n maker of thconc* and controller of 
fcA'»tcrn>» who judged of men from book* and of tbo world from a 
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map " 'riiib vn*' not moirly uncnuilooii’^, 1 ml coai^c , and so contiaiy 
lo the general mbanily of the Kinperoi. tli.il, bad it not been lepoited 
upon good aulhorily. the ubole dialogue iniglil leasonably lla^c been 
‘=01 doum a*: one of tbe manv ealnmnics iinenled to dcgiade linn, ulio, 
belli" placed out of tbe reach of jicr^'Ornd tlia'^liscincnt, should moic 

than am one ha\e abstained fioin oflenii" an nisnll. 

* ^ 

He and Dnioc. uho tra\elled until him, reached Pans on the 1st 
of January, ISO*^; and, thiee d.i\s aftenvards, Napoleon, m company 
until the Empiess dosephine, paid a -visit lo the studio of Da-vnd, the 
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celebiated paintei, tlien occupied on his laige pictuie of tlie Coio- 
nation Napoleon had been mtroduced to this gieat aibst by the 
. younger Kobespieine, and received some marks of kmdness horn him, 
■while staymg m Parns, m a state of utter destitution, to sohcit employ- 
ment fi:om the War Office, m 1792, pre-viously to the siege of Tordon. 
To this, as much perhaps as to his umversally acknowledged talents, 
Da-vid was mdebted for the subsequent patronage and finendship of 
the Emperor Napoleon detested the prmciples of the Jacobms, and 
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the pamter had been, one of die moat violent membcri of that faction 
havmg *at, n busy actor on the C<nnmittee of Pubhc Safety a branch 
of the terrible revolutionary tribimah The study of external grace 
of mental refinement of the best and purest feelmgs and deepest 
sympathies of h-oroanity, necessary to skSl m his profession, had, at 
that txmo produced htlle effect on hi* heart An expression of hu 
5rlicn taJemg hia seat inthm the bar at ivhich the Terroruct* for form * 
itake presented then nctuas before lending them to the gniUotme 
has been preserred, and exhibit* a degree of caBon* bantohty not 
Tmworthy of Jlarat or the elder Bobespicrre Let us grmd he 
said, jesUngly plenty of dio rtd At the diwolnhon of the Con 
vention, hentrever, Land had ceased to interfere mth politics and tho 
rcputaticm of hi* geniu* aftennird* obhiemtod tho memory of his 
cnmmal participation m the horrora of tho Remilntion 

In. tho course of tho month of January the statute* of the Bank of 
France ircro completed. About die *0010 penod, alw tho JfaticiTial 
loatituto made a report on the pre^press of htcrahzro tho »aencc« end 
art* tmeo tho year 1789 “ Thu important miMion,” say* L Ard^e 
* had onginated mth Napoleon at a moment irhen the genius of 
the TTiflUi fined from the posnons -of the monarch, hod leuuro to 
contomplato tho general intcrcit* of crriliration. Each of tho 
dossc* composing the Institute presented its »epamfe report on tho*c 
branches of human Icnoirlcdge ^iuch came more especially inthm tho 
iphcrc of It* labours Ch^er was the reporter of that class which 
represented the anaent philoioplucal French Academy Lo Lombre 
and Cuncr cxHbitod the odyancoment of physiology and mathematical 
aaenco Lacier represeiLted section of tho Institute from whidi 
tho Academy of Inscription* and Bdles-lottre* has since been formed 
and Lo Breton gavo in tho report of tho da** devoted to tho Fine Art*^ 
Tho work of the InttUnte ** toy* a French wnfer ** remain* a* a 
monument of tho greatnew of the people who amid the horror* of 
crril commotion and tho incessant anactic* of foreign war were 
enabled to cultivate with profit, the domoin of mtdhgcncc and to 
attain high ronlt in the triple pursuit of Kaence htemturo and nrtj 
whSo Europe and tho world behered their capacity to be exclusively 
miUlnrv Thu ** odd* the some author furnished an eloquent 
reply to the rcrdeT* of the revolution and, conscqumtlr an indt 
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icrl of nil vlio. like Nockcr. coutnlnilcd, by llicu 

cooin^mica) tbcoix"' nnd fmnnrinl •'rhemes, to the explosion of that 
trrent crisis " 
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THK PKZflirgOLA — OCCTOPATIOX 0» POBTOQAL — rHOUT OP TJIK OUAOAKIA* 
— fPAlX — ABDICATION OP COABLU IV^ A}<D PKOCLAWATIOX Of PKEDl 
KAWD — JIOBAT KNTEM UADUD KAPOLBOM AT BATOXX* — IBiOlt 

EEcnoBf — JOiKPn bosapabt* ttxo op bpaix ISOS 


E BouttRiEVKi: tpcakmg of the afiairs 
of iho Pc®mrala, confidently a«*crti that 
2^%I>oIcon had nerer cntcrtoincd a dwign 
against Spam or Portugal xmtd the vncxl 
iatmg pobey of tho former and the rcfosal 
of the latter to adopt tho Continental 
rrvtcm, forced upon imn a consideration 
of tho state of those kingdoms This 
corroborating tho Emjxror's own disavoTnd of a premeditated plan 
I of conquest nud appropnation mat bo admiltcd os exonemUng him 
I from the imputation of entrapping the ndera of those countnc* into 
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tlie conduct winch led to then oveithiow Chaiges of tieacheiy, 
peifidy, outiagCj and lobhei}’’, have been, fioni time to tune, echoed, 
but they aic not all apphcable The injustice, and even the munoiahty 
of his piocccding, as well as its fatal consequences, weic aftenvaids 
admitted by Napoleon Inmsclf “ I disdamcd,” he said to Las Cases, 
to descend to ciooked and common-place expedients. I struck fiom 
too gieat an elevation foi that, but I confess that I engaged m the 
business without sufficient pieconsidciation Its immorahty and m- 
justice, thercfoie, wcie too glaimgly apparent, and the transaction, 
smee my failuie, has assumed a disgustmg aspect — ^bemg exhibited m 
hideous nakedness, void of all loftmess of idea, and unsupported by 
the benefits I mtended to confei upon the people of tlie wretched 
coimtries which I seized The wai, however, pioved my rum It 
compelled me to divide my foiccs, and multiply my efforts, and left 
my prmciples assailable At the tune it was undei taken, England 
had lost the esteem of the Contment by her unjustifiable attack upon 
Copenhagen ]\Iy movement agamst the Pemnsula occasioned a 
revulsion of pubhc feehng England then seemed justified, and I 
alone the aggiessoi Britain, fiom that moment, was enabled to 
resume the offensive The tiade of South America was thiown open 
to hei , she Ti\’’as encouiaged to form an aimy m the Pemnsula, and 
eventually became the victonous agent of Europe ” 

Befeience has been aheady made to the conduct of Spam with 
legal d to the occupation of Portugal, and the march of Junot to take 
possession of Lisbon The Portuguese Regent, on receivmg mtel- 
hgence of the advance and destmation of the Erench, thought it 
prudent to make a shew of comphance with Napoleon’s demands, and, 
after seizing the few British subjects still remammg m his dominions, 
and legistermg then property, he sent extraordmaiy ambassadors 
to the Sovereigns of Prance and Spam to mtimate his unconditional 
adoption of the blockade of Bntam, and to request that the march 
of then forces upon his capital might be countermanded Junot, 
however, was by this tune m the midst of Portugal, hastenmg forward, 
by forced marches, to seize the Royal Pamily The strength of the 
French army, to which had been added the piomised Spanish force, 
overawed the inhabitants of the country, and the undefended capital 
lay withm two oi three days’ march of the mvadeis The Regent, 
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conacumB that iracii TesaUmce aa ho coa3d ofier Trould l>e mefibctual, 
fijrtliTntii opened a correspondence Tnth Lord Strangfbrd, &€ Bntiali 
amlsewador who wom stOl off the Tagof with the squadron of Sir 
Sidney Smith for hjj present protection and a convoy to the BraiiU 
Thu bemg granted the member* of the houte of Bragania em 
barked, on the 27th of November 1807 m a Portugneae ship of 
the line hautiiy ngged and fitted out and on the 29th, set sad acrots 
the Atlantic — a few houra only before Jtmot made hi» appearance 
at the gate* of Lisbon which wore opened to him on the following 
day 

The Portugneao greatly enraged at the pusillammoas flight of their 
Eoyal Pamily which they attributed to Bntuh connols were hence- 
forward disposed to view more fkvonrably the Fremch prochunationa, 
which announced that the mrading army came but as flnends and aHios 
to «ave laabon &om the fate of Copenhagen, and rehere the people 
from the yoke of the maritime tyranti of Etcropo A portion of the 
population, indeed, haSed the Preach as Kberators and the rest 
looked on apathetically at what was generally considered a mere 
change of governors careless as to the independenco of a notion 
which hardly knew what liberty meant. It was therefore with 
a tranqnilhtv which could scarcely have boon expected that the 
Prmce of Bnual” was declarod to have obdicsted his throno and 
Portugal to have become a prowmeo of the French empire with 
Junot who wos shortly afterwords created Buko of Abnmte* as its 
Governor General. The French flag henceforth saperseded the 
Portuguese and the arms of the Empire were fubsUtuted for those 
of Braganxo. The fortrBcahons along the coast were rcpiured and 
improved tmd the army of occupation distributed througbont the 
country so a* best to guard agomst a descent of Engluh troops The 
tnplo partition of the kmgdem which formed tho basa of the 
treo^ of Fontamblcan was overlooked at the time and never adverted 
to afterwards 

In the meantime tho aSittrs of Spam were bccoiumg highly com 
pheated- Godov tho Queens lover bv humourmg the imbecile 
j Charles I\ had acquired absolute dominion over the kingdom a 
i mamage alliance with the Il<r^ Famdv and ^precedence of all tho 
, nobles of Castfllc Tho treasure* of South Amcnca were at h» 
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disposal, and lie employed tlicm m tlie giossest debauclienes and 
most open profligacy Tlie people liad long belield tbe infamy of 
the Court natb disgust and abboiience Tbe Pnnee of Astmias, 
beu to tbe tbrone, and Don Cailos, bis brother, imdei tbe adrnce 
of tire Canon Escoiquiz, Peiduiand’s tutor, and tbe Dulve del Infan- 
tado, taking advantage of tbe popular discontent, formed a powerful 
paify among tbe nobles and cleigy, with tbe pm pose of detbioning 
tbe King and punisbmg tbe royal mimon Tbe support, however, 
which Godoy derived bom tbe countenance of bis master and mistress, 
and bom those who shared bis favoms and hoped to use by bis 
influence, rendered him too poweibil to be overthrown by bis 
opponents. Tbe animosity of tbe tivo factions, and tbe intrigues 
to which their mutual weakness compelled each to have recourse, 
rendered the country a prey to disorder and violence Eeidmand 
openly avowed himself tbe enemy of Godoy, and called for bis 
removal. Tbe Prince of tbe Peace, on tbe other band, accused Ferdi- 
nand not only of aspirmg to tbe crown, but of entertaining designs 
against tbe life of tbe King 

This was tbe state of affairs when each party, almost at tbe same 
period, appbed to Na^ioleon for bis assistance and protection Godoy, 
as has been shewn, stipulated for an mdependent prmcipabty m 
Portugal, and Ferdmand requested for a wife some member of tbe 
Imperial Family Tbe Emperor, to use bis own words, resolved 
to tmii tbe cncumstances to bis advantage, by fieemg himself fliom 
tbe Spanish Bourbons, contmmng tbe family system of Lours XIV 
m bis own dynasty, regeneratmg Spam, and bmdmg her to tbe 
destinies of France ” With these views, be wrote to Charles, pro- 
mising to protect him agamst the malevolence of bis son , and, as a 
prebmmaiy measure, be ordered tbe army of reserve, which bad 
been assembled at Bayonne, to cross tbe Pyrenees at different pomts, 
and take possession of tbe foiti esses by which tbe ffontiei of Spam 
was defended New Hoops were added to the expedition, which 
consisted altogether of about seventy thousand men, and Murat was 
appomted General-m-cbief. Moncey and Bessieies were sent forward 
mto tbe Basque provmces, Dupont to VaUadobd, and Dubesme 
to Cataloma St Sebastian, Barcelona, Pampeluna, and tbe other 
fortified towns m tbe north, readily opened their gates to tbe French 
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as aDiea 'wlio tlras becamo of tbe duef atrongbold* of the 

kingdom Tntiotit tbo necessity of rtnkmg a blow Murat luiaself 
adTHDced upon iladnd, and, m the begmmng of March, 1808 fixed 
his heod-^uartora at Boigoa 

The Spaniard* »oon pcrccrred that the French had entered thmr 
territory m tho character of mvadera inrteed of fnendi, and their 
indignation knew no bound* Thoy demanded the cause of hostilo 
demonstrations, and loudly accused <3odoy of treachery to the imtion 
m mntmg &rcign troops mto the kmgdoTn, In this moment of 
despair eU eyes Trerc turned toward* tho IVmce of Astnnas, a* the 
last hope of the realm. Duturbance* oocurred at Madrid, and the 
Prmce of tho Peace tm openly menaced with popular fongeance 
The Court now became seriously alarmed, and Godoy comueBed that 
tho Kmg and Qaeon should foBotr the example of tho Portuguese 
Soysl ramily and seek refuge m Spanish Amcnca. Chariot and hi* 
unworthy contort could form no Truih m opposition to tho tnU of 
their fevonntc and preparation* were immediatoly commonced for 
theor d<jpaiture to Sevillo whence th^ mtended to embark Troop* 
intended to serve as an escort to the fugitive*, were hastily withdrawn, 
from Madrid to Axanjuei, whero the Court then was but tho 
populace thmkmg thi* a dovico to leave tho capital unjirotcctcd to 
tho entrance of tho French troops mcroased their clamours ogainst 
the hlonarch, hi* wife and her lo> or and, on the I7th of March a 
large party proceeded to Araiyue* where seeing tho royal carnage* 
and baggage m readiness for a journey, they attacked the palace and 
demanded die head of tho traitor Godoy It was with great difEcalty 
that the latter escaped with hfo Being oficr itnct search discovered 
m a granary whero he had sought concealment, he was dragged forth 
by tbo mob who jiclted and maltreated him and would certainly 
have put him to death, but for tho mterrenbou of Fcrdnmnd, who 
requested that ho might bo reserved for pirmshmcnt by tho ordinary 
tribunal Tho tumult wo* at la*t oppeased bj a proclamation of the 
King setting forth that the Pnneo of tho Pence was dismiriod from 
ftU hu oihccii and that hi» Idajc*^ intcadcd to remmn with and »harc 
the Cito of 111 * subject* 

Tlic next day however, further outrage* were committed In 
3tadnd The house of Godov was broken mto and pillagcil and 
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all "wlio wcic supposed to be lus Inends ■vvcic subjected to insult and 
injury Tlie Prince of Astuiaas, "wlio had lutlieito taken no active 
part in the popular proceedings, now appeared at the head of the 
msurgents, and demanded the deposition of lus father , who, tenified 
at the scenes he witnessed, and deprived of tlie advice of lus favourite, 
consented, on the smgle condition that the life of tlie Minister should 
be spared, to relinquish his ciown and retue to some pi evince remote 
horn the seat of government The act of abdication was published on 
the 20th of March, and the Prmce of Astunas, m whose favour it had 
been made, thenceforth assumed the title of Peidmand VII , and 
commenced his leign with the confiscation of all the property of 
Godoy, who was forthwith ordered for trial 

Immediately mtelligence of these events reached Bmgos, Murat, 
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vrho, bf detacbmexito of wldicrs lent to Segovia and Toledo, bac 
already encircled tbe capital with between twet^ and thirty thonsanc 
troope haatoaod lua march to hladnd which he entered on the 23rd 
Qi the h«id of about six thouaand men tMslected Ikmi the Guards and 
the corpi of Moncey and Dupont. The inhahitant* scarcely betwed 
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a symptom of feeling on the occasion even ordinary cunemty »ecined 
to have been rtudionsly roprewed. There was no crowd no greeting 
of welcome or ngn of disapprobataoa 05 tho foreign troops paoed tho 
ftrccti but tho ordtnary loungen of tho highwayi and public place* 
looked on in ommon* iracnco With affected nnconceni, or at most a 
•cowl of Ki^iaoii at the inarch of tho intruder* 

On, fho 24th Perdinond also made hw pubhc entry into Madnd 
Tho otutens *0 inanusato and pasajonlcw the day before, were now 
fiUed mth cntha5W»tic joy Tlio cnliro population as*c3nh!«l m tho 
streets tmd square* duoiigh irhich tho royal proc«aon rrax to pa» 
and manv 'trent out on the Aranjucr road to meet and mItUc the 
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new King, and cscoit linn to tlic capital Evciy class joined, foi 
tlie moment, in extolling the man who had lelcascd the nation horn 
the ignomimoiis domination of Godoy and his audaciously unprinci- 



pled paiamoiu Ecidmand alone seemed imeasy and under eonstiaint 
Has lepeated appheations to Napoleon remained unanswcied, the 
Fiench were in possession of his kingdom, and lus doubtful title 
lequned to be acknowledged by a mastei 

The lepresentatives of the various foreign Couits then at Madiid, 
hastened to eongratulate Feidinand on his accession — the French 
ambassador alone absenting himself horn the new Couit, until the 
will of the Empeior on the subject should be declared Mm at was 
applied to foi his recogmtion , and, m ordei to concihate his favour, 
the sword of Francis I , one of the trophies won by the Empeior 
Charles V at the battle of Pavia, was dehvered m a nch casket to 
the Marshal, to be by him presented to Napoleon Murat, howevei, 
though not msensible to the flattery bestowed upon him, could not be 
mduced to compromise himself furthei than by expressmg his per- 
sonal good-wiU and friendship for the Pnnee , the right of recognismg 
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■nTiom he said belonged solely to the Emperor It appears that 
Murat TTHS desirotis of obtaining the sovereignty of the Penmsnla for 
hrmgelf and that his conduct at the period iras entirely mflnenced by 
this vish, and the hope of its ihlfilment, THa hesitation to recognise 
Ferdinand hoTvcver, reassured the old Emg -who, finHmg liimBelf 
out of immediate danger retracted the act of his abdication, as having 
been extorted from him, and despatched messengers to Pans, im 
plonng prolecticm for himself, his Queen, and Godoy, and offering 
in return to place his croim and future destmy at the disposal of 
Napoleom “ A descendant of XiOtus XiV ^ says Do Boumenne, a 
successor of Charles of Anjoo, eohctted, as a favour, an asjdnm for 
his femily and craved that the paramour of his wife might not be 
separated from them 1 ** Both Charles and his wtI© also aj^hed 
separately, to Mtirat, for the liberation of the Pnnce of the Peace 
Ihe King declared that his own life depended npon laving that of 
hu favourite and the Queen, in order to mjuxe the cause of Fer 
dinjnd, hesitated not to denounce that Prmce as fUegitzmate and 
thus, if possible to add another and darinr shade to the mfsiny of 
her name and life. 

Murat, who had his own game to play hesitated to declare hnnsolf 
openly for either party but secretly fomented the quarrel, and 
became the confident of each- His conduct, however was not so 
canbously regulated bat that some Spamards as well as the officers 
of hia army became convinced that the brother in law of the Emperor 
' looked upon the throne n» reserved for himself and mtngues were 

! everywhere set on foot to turn the mrcnmstanccf of the moment to t 

the account of the several fectums mto which the population, or rather | 
the popular leaders, were divided The Emperor received statements 
of the revolt of Aronjuex, and the proceedings consequent on that 
I event, from all quarters and seems to have been perplexed as to 
what course he should pursue Isoithcr Charles nor hw son were 
^ generally popular but the assumption of Murat had wounded Oio 
■national pndc, and prematurely disposed the people to resistance 
I Isapoloons apprehensions os to the result, and his just appreciation 

of the Spanish character, were recorded at the time, in a letter wntten 
from Fans to JIurat on tho 29th of iforch 180S " I am afraid,” he ' 

said ** Jest yon should deceive me, and yourself also with respect to , 


XATOLEON’s letter to MURAT 

tlic Situation of Spam Events have been smgulaily compheated by 
the tiaiisactions of the 20tli of IMarch I find myself gi’eatly perplexed 
Do not behove tliat you aie about to attack a disaimcd people, or that 
by a moie ^Larade of your troops you can subjugate Spain. The 
1 evolution of the 20 th of Mai eh proves that the Spamaids still 
possess energy. They have all the coinage, and vull display all the 
enthusiasm slicivn by men who aie not worn out by pobtical passions 
The anstociacy and clergy aic masters of Spain. If they aie alarmed 
for their existence or pmulegos, they inll biing into the field agamst 
us levies en masse, which may pci-petuatc the wai. I am not without 
partisans ; but if I assume the position of a conqueror, they wdl 
abandon me 

“The Pimce of the Peace is detested, because he is accused of 
havmg betrayed Spam to Fiance Tins is a giievance which has 
assisted Feidmand’s usurpation Tlie popular party is the weakest 
The Prmce of Asturias does not possess a smgle qualification necessaiy 
for the head of a nation. Tliat, however, wiU not prevent lus being 
ranked as a hero, m order that he may be opposed to us I wiU have 
no violence employed agamst the personages of this family It can 
never answer any purpose to excite hatred and inflame ammosity 
Spam has a hundred thousand men undei aims, which are more than 
necessary to caiiy on an mtemal wai with advantage Scattered 
ovei the countiy, they may serve as lallymg points for an insurrection 
throughout the monarchy England will not allow to escape the 
opportumty of multiplying our embarrassments She daily sends 
packet-boats with advice to the forces mamtamed by her on the coast 
of Portugal, and in the Mediterranean, and she enhsts mto hei 
service Sicihans and Portuguese The Royal Family havmg lemamed 
m Spam, mstead of enugratmg to the Indies, nothmg but a revo- 
lution can change the state of the country, which of all countries in 
Europe is, perhaps, least prepared foi one Those who perceive the 
monsb-ous defects of the Government, and the anarchy which has 
been substituted for lawful authority, are the mmonty The greater 
numbei profit by the vices and anarchy which abound 

can, consistently with the mterests of my empire, do a great 
deal of good to Spam What are the best means to adopt ^ Shall 
I go to Madrid, and take upon myself the- office of Grand Protector, 
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m deaduig between the fether and his son J It ieema that it would 
be difficult to support Chadea IV on the throne TTih goTemmcnt 
and his fiivounte are so -very unpopular, that they could not mamtam 
their ground for three months Ferdinand is the enemy of France, 
and it 18 for that reason he ha* been made 'K'lTig elevation to 

the throne would bo to serve the factions, vduch, for five-and 
twenty years have songht the destmcticni of France A family 
alliance would be but a feeble tie Queen Ehsabeth, and other 
French Prmcesses, perished miserably — immolated to the atroaous 
spirit of vengeance My opimon is that nothing should be precipi 
tated, but that we should take counsel of events as they anse. It 
win be necessary to strengthen the bodies of troops which are to bo 
stationed on the frontien of Portugal, and wait. 

“I do not approve of the conduct of your Impcntl TTighTtritt m 
•o precipitately making yourself master of Madnd The army ought 
to have remained ten leagues firom the captaL Ton had no assurance 
that the people and the magistracy were about to recognise Fordmand 
without a straggle The Pnnce of the Peace mart nece*arily have 
partisans among those employed m the pabhc service there is also 
an habitual attachment to the old Kmg which might load to certam 
results. Tour entrance mto Madnd, by alanning tho Spaniards, has 
powerfully assisted Ferdinand. I have ordered Savary to nttond the 
new K’mg and observe what passes he wdl concert measure* with 
your Imperial Highness I wbaTI hereafter doade upon the final course 
to be pursued In tho moanUme the following i* the hno of conduct 
1 I wish you to pu rsue — You will not pledge mo to an intcmow m 
I Spam with Ferdinand, unless you consider from the state of t hing s 
thoro that I ought to rccogmso him as Kmg Ton will treat with 
respect and attention tho Kmg the Queen and Godoy requiring 
for and paying to them tho some honours as formerly Tou will so 
manage os to prevent tho Spaniards firom entertaining any suspiaon 
of tho course I mean to pursue about which mdoed, you wiU find 
the le** difficulty ns I do not know myself 

“You will make tho nobibty and clergy undentand, that if tho 
interference of Franco in tho affiun of Spam bo requisite their 
pnnlcgc* and unmmutica shall bo respected. Tou wilJ assuro them, 
that tho Emperor wishc* for tho improvement of the political Initi 
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tutions of Spam, m oidci to place her on a footing of equahty 
with the advanced civilization of EiuopCj and to hee hei from the 
government of favouiitcs You will tell the magistiates and in- 
habitants of townsj and the cnhghtened classes, that Spain stands 
in need of pohbcal reoiganization, and lequiius a system of laws 
calculated to protect her people against tlie tyianny and usui’pations 
of feudahty, witli institutions that may revive mdushy, agiiculture, 
and the arts You will describe to them the tranqmlhty and plenty 
enjoyed in France, notwithstandmg the wiars m which the country 
has been constantly involved; and the splendour of lehgion, which 
owes its existence to the Concoidat which I signed with the Pope. 
You will explain to them the advantages they may derive horn 
pohtical legeneration, — oider and peace at home, respect and influ- 
ence abioad Such should be the spirit of youi conversation and 
your writmgs Do not hazard anythmg hastily I nan wait at 
Bayonne, or cioss the Pyienees, and, stiengthening myself towards 
Portugal, go and carry on the wai m that quarter 

^‘1 shall take caie of your particulai mterests, do not, theiefore, 
think of them youiself "Portugal will be at my disposal Let no 
peisonal object engage you or influence your conduct, that would 
be injurious to me, and still more so to youiself You weie too hasty 
in your instructions of the 14th The movement which you oideied 
to be made by Dupont was too sudden, and assisted the event of the 
19th of March The directions must be altered and new arrange- 
ments made, of which you will receive communications from my 
minister foi foieign aflFairs 

“ I enjom the maintenance of the strictest discipline The shghtest 
faults must not go luipunished The inhabitants must be treated with 
the greatest attention. Above all, the churches and convents must 
be respected The troops must avoid all misimdeistandmg with the 
bodies and detachments of the Spanish army Not a single flash in 
the pan must take place on either side. Let Solano march beyond 
Badajos, but watch his movements. Do you yourself trace out the 
marches of my army, that it may be kept at a distance of seveial 
leagues from the Spanish corps Should war be once kindled, all 
would be lost 

^^The fate of Spain can be decided only by pohtical views and 
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negocaataoiu I charge yon to avoid all explanation with Solano as 
well as with the other Spanish generals and goremors Send mo 
two expresses daily In case of erents of siqienor interest, yon will 
despatch officers of ordonnance Yon will immediately send back 
the bearer of this despatch, and give him a detailed report” 

This was not a letter wntten for posterity yet, as a state paper, few 
documents hitherto composed m the nineteenth century have greater 
mterest m history It exhibits the profoimd knowledge of mankind 
which Napoleon possessed, and his intmtiTe capacity to turn that 
knowledge to advantage m detail, as well as in the aggregate on 
nations, classes, and mdividnals as well as on mankind consideTed 
in the abstract, where the distinctiont of race and country cease to 
be more than the meqnahties on the snrfece of an orange This was 
a Bpeaea of philosophy which even Locke and Voltaire had to loam 
when they treated of Government and Laws as things capable from 
their nature, of generalisatiam It was to this eztensiro knowledge 
of men m their several characters that Napoleon was indebted for 
hia elevation to empire and which prove that, however hd might 
have been assisted by fortunate crrcomstances, he was not their mere 
creature, but was capable, under any state of thmgs, of achienng 
greatness through the strength of his mind, his hiculty of steady 
obsGTVBtioii, the ardour of hii studies and his mcesaant labour 

Four days after writing to Murat, namely on the 2nd of April, 
Napoleon was induced, by the couflictnig reports which continually 
reached ^itti to set out m person, for the fironber, m order to judge 
on the ^>ot what was best to be done. He reached Bonrdeanx on 
the 4th and waited there tiD. rgoined by Josephine on the 10th, 
when tho Emperor and Empress proceeded to Bayonne where they 
nrnred on the 15th. 

Ferdinand, meanwhile mfonned of the Imperial journey had been 
advised by Savniy to render his cxplanabons personally, as most 
likely to influence tho Emperor's oltnnate decision. The Pnnee, 
accordingly, after a vain attempt to open a more friendly commttnt 
cation with his father, oppomted a council of Ecgcncy, with hw uncle, 
Hon Antonio at its hood, to conduct tho gor enu nent dunng hW 
absence, and quitted Madnd to repair to Bt^wnno. His progress 
through tho provinces was Hko the tnomphal march of a rctumod 
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conqueror The people gieetccl his jncsence mth enthusiasm, 
mingling, howcvei, imth then applause cxpiessious of hatiecl toivaids 
the Ficnch, an^l hints of suspected tieacheiy and foul play So 
zealous was the attachment of the populace foi the luctoi of Godoy, 
that many peisons stiowed then cloalcs and othei gaianents in the 
load, that the wheels of tlie Royal caiiiage nught pass ovei them, 
and the niaiks of the King’s Aosit be tliiis pieseived It seems 
scarcely credible that this then popular Ferdinand should, in 1823, 
have required foreign bayonets to mamtain Imn on the Spamsh 
throne, in opposition to the iiuU of his people, whose indignation lus 
manifold tyi armies had provoked At Vittoiia, tlie Prmce received 
a letter horn Napoleon, m which tlie latter addressed hrs coiie- 
spondent as “Royal Highness” only; censmed him for having long 
before, widiout the knowledge of hrs father, apphed for a wife of the 
Imperial blood, blamed lum for havmg availed himself of an insm- 
lection to subvert hrs fadier’s throne, mtunated that die Fiince of the 
Peace was to be considered as under French protection, hmted that, 
by esposmg the folhes of the Spanish Queen, Feidmand might cause 
his own legitimacy to be leaUy doubted, and closed, by assming the 
Prince, that if the resignation of Chailes IV should appear to have 
been voluntary, the Emperor would acltnowledge the title of Fei- 
dmand VII 

The Prince and hrs fiiends were greatly alarmed at this rmexpected 
tone of rebuke; and, for two or three days, seemed m doubt whether 
to proceed on then journey, or at once retreat As the Emperor, 
however, had expressed hrs desire for an mteiwiew, the Prince thought 
rt best to go forward and trust to the honour of one whose heroic 
character was m itself a pledge agamst meditated treachery ” It was 
m vam that Don Mariano Uiqmjo, a nobleman of considerable talent 
and diplomatic skdl, and Jose Heiwas, the brother -m-law of Duroc, 
contended that Napoleon meant to depose the Bourbon dynasty, and 
annex the kmgdom to the French empue, and urged Feidmand, 
while yet he had the power, to fly to some remote part of the country, 
whence, bemg free, he might treat with the Emperor on more equal 
terms Ferdmand, as pusillanimous as he was ambitious, feared to 
anger the man whose arbitration he had sought, and, instead of 
hstemng to the j‘udicious counsel of his advisers, wrote to Napoleon 
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an al^ect letter of propitiation, appcahng to aH lua acts to prove that. 
lie desired nothing more than to be ranked as a devoted fiiend and 
adherent of France When about to porsno his jonmey, the people ’ 

of Vittonfl, finding their entreabe* disregarded, sought to detam the ( 

Pnnce by force and cut the traces of the mules ivhich ivere harnessed 
to his carnage nor ■would they permit him to proceed until he per 
sonally assured them of the existence of a perfectly good nnderstandmg 
between himself and the French Emperor He, and his brother Don 
Carlos the Duke del Iniantado Signor Cevalloe, the Canon Escoiqmz, 
and others who accompanied him, reached Bayonne on the 20th of 
April, and ■were received by Napoleon inth courtesy and kmdness 
The two Pnnees dined at the Imperial table and were highly pleased 
with the attention they received, though it did not fail to be observed 
that their entertainer studiousty avoided applying to Ferdinand tho 
regal it^o The same evening the Pnnce received, through 
Savary a mcasage to announce that until tho amTul at Bayonne 
of Charles IV whose presence was speedily expected, and the set- 
tlement of tho dispute Ferdinand would be treated only as Pnnce 
of Astunas 

Negooationfl wore forthwith entered upon on behalf of the Pnnce. 
Escoiqnu exerted all his eloquence to penuado Napoleon that, by 
protecting Ferdinand, he would gam tho love of all Spaniards and, 
m order that thm argument ^oold carry conviction to his auditor ho 
avowed his own intention to govern for his pupil# and offered to do 
so subject m all things to tho control of tho Emperor Napoleon 
however, had now resolved that the Bourbons should ccaso to reign 
From thfor proceedings he b-id boon enabled to form an csbmcito of 
their total mcapoaty and beheld,* he savs, with compassion, a 
great people npo for change in sulgection to such dnvelhng m 
I tngners ” Ho wished to bocomo tho P rovidence of Spam, and to 

I remedies to tho wretchedness of its people. It would bo best, 

ho added, “ for both Franco and Spam that tho Peninsula ■were 
annexed to the Empire Charles and Ferdinand arc equally incapnblo 
of wise government and it is absolutely ncccsiary that so beautiful 
a country should havo mstituhous m occordance ■with the spirit of tho 
\ ago that the avilization of her people should bo advanced, her I 

1 gnomnccs redressed, and a firm oUianco cemented between licr and I 
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Fiauce.” Tlie unpoitunities of Cevallos, to tlie same effect as those 
of the Canoiij ■were met by similai avoAvals of the policy which the 
Empeioi mteuded to adopt In a few days, Ecidmand, conscious 
that his suit was hopeless, sought, thiough the agency of Don Pedio 
de Labiadoi, pei mission to letuim to Madnd, but was informed by 
Champagn}'-, tlie Impenal ministei, that his depaituie, befoie an 
undeistandmg lespectmg the pioceedings of Aiunjuez weie come 
to, would be construed mto a want of lespect foi Napoleon This was 
accompamed by a more sigmficant answei, m the doubhng of the 
gnaid of honour which had been assigned the^Pimces, the watclung 
of tlien motions and those of then attendants, and the seizure and 
examination of all letters that passed the hontiers 

On the 29th of Apiil, a letter, addressed by Feiduiand to his uncle, 
Don Antomo, whom he had left Governor of Madnd, was mteicepted, 
and bemg found to contain expressions of disrespect towards the 
Empress, and of hatred towards the French people, who weie termed 
"accursed,” and stigmatized as tieacheious, Napoleon, the same 
evening, by way of retoitmg upon the Prince, caused to be published, 
m the Imperial Gazette, the letter of Charles PV , m which that 
Monarch had protested against his compulsory abdication, and charged 
his son with usurping his throne, at the same tune, it was announced 
that the King and Queen would arrive at Bayonne on the morrow 
This was a death-blow to the hopes of Feidmand, who regarded it 
as an unequivocal declaration of the sentiments of the Emperor in 
favour of the old Kin g’s claim to the crown 

On the 30th, Charles and his consort, accompamed by Godoy, who 
had'^been released fiom prison, entered the French territory, and 
were received with all the honours usually paid to ftiendly and 
powerful sovereigns The Prmce of Neufch^tel and the Duke of 
Placentia met and congratulated them on the banks of the Bidassoa, 
where also a detachment of troops was m waitmg to escort them to 
the city The garrison of Bayonne was under arms, colours were 
flymg on the vessels m the harbour, the cannons of the port and 
citadel were fired, and the whole population pomed out to welcome 
them with acclamations The Prmces and the Grandees of their tiain 
swelled the crowd to pay homage to the Boyal visitors, and Feidmand, 
when his father had ahghted at the Government palace, offered to 
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foDow him to hiB apartments Tho TTing on observing htm^ however, 
-waved him back with his hand, domonduig in a tone of oitrcme 
bitterness, " "Whether ho hod not already snffiaently outraged his 
parents gray hairs ? ” Napoleon, on the same day, paid the Eoyal 
pair a visit of ceremony and, on the 1st of May, mvited them to 
dinner 

The subsequent proceedings of the agents of Charles and his son 
were httle more than a senes of accusations and recriminations the 
father protesting that he ha d been forciblv depnved of his kragly 
authority, and hts hfa endangered 1^ the cnminal ambition of the 
Pnnce and the latter alleging that the abdication was voluntary, and 
appealing to the decmon of a Cortos for confirmation of his right to 
the crowm 

In the meantime tidings vrere received by the Emperor of popular 
tumults at Toledo and Burgos m which several Erench soldiers had 
been kOleih These, although easily suppressed, plainly indicated the 
state of opinion in Spain, and might have mdneed Napoleon to pause 
but that bemg already engaged, he feared it would injure the almost 
mfiaence of his name to turn aside fiom his stated course. 
He appears to hare behoved, also, that tho disturbances ongmated 
solely with the lower classes, and that they would be confined to a 
few locohties, where the efiervesconce of tho moment would exhaust 
ita fury and leave the people powerless hlurat, it is said assisted 
to tnmlyfld him mtn thii opinion, and to destroy the impressions under 
which he had written the admirably conceived and almost prophetical 
letter of the 29th of March The disaffection of tho Spaniards 
towards tho French however was umveraaL The depart uro of 
Ferdinand and Carlos first, and afterwards of the Km g and Qnecn, 
together with the liberation and flight of the Pnnce of tho Peace, 
had enraged all classes Tho so^iaon that tho Emperor meditated 
tho destruction of the national mdependcnco cverywhero gamed 
ground and Madnd was m n state of excessive agitation. On the 
Irt of May it was romoorod throughout tho capital, that Hon Antonio, 
tho Bogent, Hon Fnmosco, Charless youngest son, and tho Qaccn 
of Etruna and her rbil ilrm, vrero about to proceed to Bayoanc at 
tho command of Isnpoleon. Houbt, mmglod with tokens of stem 
determination was now visible in cvciy coimtcnanco, as tho people 
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assembled m tlie eveumg at the gate of the Suii and aiomid the Post- 
office, loolang anxioiTsl)'^ foi the aiiival of decisi'vc lutelhgence horn 
the iiontici. It "svas said that most of tlic long capa^ wom by the 
cioivd concealed amis, and it is ceitam that a Piench soldiei was 
assassmated in the stieets. 

Next day the citizens assembled moie niimeiously, and theii 
ajipeaiance was moie imeqmvocally thicatenmg. The deiiaituie of 
the lemammg members of the Royal Family was the signal foi a 
geneial attack on the Ficnch hoops Miiiat oideied the soldiei's 
to aims, and, aftei ramly endeavoiiiing to intumdate the populace 
by a foinudable disiila)’- of militaiy foice, was comiiellcd to give 
the woid foi the hist tv'o lanks of the Guards to hie This, aided 
by a volley of giapc shot from two oi diree pieces of aitdlery, and 
a charge of cavahy, had the effect of dispersmg the mob, but the 
citizens, diaven ffom the open stieets, took lefuge in theii houses, 
bom the wmdows of wluch they weie enabled to pom a deadly 
stoiTU of buUets upon the soldiery Thus the conflict was mamtained 
tiU mid-day, when some members of the Spanish Government, actmg 
m conceit "with Mm at, published a proclamation, offering a general 
amnesty to the iioteis if they mimediately ceased hostibhes This, 
for a few horns, produced peace , but the mob, bemg informed of the 
advance of flesh troops, agam became furious, and had lecomse to 
then kmves and carbmes In the street of St Victor they obtained 
possession of a loaded cannon, and pointing it against an advancmg 
French column, did considerable execution The slaughter on each 
side was dieadflil, and contmued in different parts of the city dunng 
the whole mght. On the mommg of the 3id, all was once more 
tranquil, for the rioters had consumed all their ammmntion, and 
began to reflect upon the hopelessness of the attempt m which they 
were engaged Carts might then be met m aU duections conveying 
the wounded to the hospitals 

Murat, who, after the departure of Don Antomo, had been chosen 
President of the Council of Regency, now appointed a military 
commission to try the prisoners who had been taken, without regard 
to the amnesty, the terms of which had not been comphed with. By 
this tribunal, several hundreds of the msurgents were condemned to 
death ; but it does not appear that more than ninety-five were shot. 
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and these throngh a nuitake of orders The number of French 
jwldiers -nho fell in this commotion is said to have exceeded seyen 
hundred that of tho cituens, and of the peasantry who had docied 
into tho capital domig the dxstorbaime^ and taken part m the fray 
must hare been nearly two thousand. 

Intelligence of these proceedings was commtmicated by Napoleon 
to Charles IV and his Queen on the Sth. Ferdinand was then sent 
for, and his fether, handing him the despatch, exclaimed ‘ Read, read 1 
This IB the result of the infamous councils of your fiienda. They 
and you hare excited this revolt, but having kmdled the confla 
gration, it requires other hands than yonia to extmguiHh it,' The 
Queen added her reproaches to those of her husband and, m the 
height of passion forgetful of the presence m which she sat, she 
repeated her former assertion, that the Pnnee was not tho son of 
Chaorlos lY Could crime justify enme " says Mr Lockhart "could 
tho fiendish lusts and hatreds of a d^fenerale race offer any excoie 
for the gmlt of a masculme genius, the conduct of this al^ect Court 
might hffve apologised for the poboy which it, perhaps tempted 
Napoleon to commence, and enooursged lum to consummate." Fer 
dinand, confused and af&ighted, offered neither e xpostulation nor 
remonstrance but merely rephed, that * he had not intentionally 
offended hii parents, and was willing, if tho happiness of his father 
or the welfare of Spam required it, to resign his prctcnaions to tho 
crown, on the mstant-' Charles acting as rightful King then issued 
a proclamation, m which Murat was named Li eaten ant General 
of Spam, flutl Fresident of tho Government and tho people were 
cautioned against listening to the treeaherons agents of England, who 
might seek to excite thpm agemst Franco , and, on the same ovijnmg 
he signed a formal renunciation of his crown with its vast tributary 
states and domimons m Europe and Amcnca, m favour of his faithful 
friend and ally tho Emperor merely stipulating that tho mtegrity 
and mdcpcndcnco of tho kingdom should bo preserved, and that the 
Apostolic Cathohe church should bo the only one tolerated m Spam 
Tiro days afterwards, Fcrdmxmd, Don Carlos Don Francisco, and 
their undo Antonio, signed a gimilar renunoatiem of their several 
claims and pretensions and published also an address to tho Spanish 
people recommending thar tubmiscon to tho mvmciblo power of 
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Napoleon. Charles, Ins Queen, and the insepaiahlc Godoy, forth- 
•VNutli retued to Compiegne, and the Pnnees weic sent to Valcn9ay; 

1 'wlierc, for scveial years, Fcidinand occupied lumsclf nuth the chace, 

I and cinbioidcniig petticoats for linages of the Vugin I\raiy The most 
I hbcral allowances wcic made by the Empeioi, to each of the peisons 

j whom his pohey liad thus expatriated. TJic placid lesignation of 

j these Pimccs, and thcii subsequent contentment with tlieii destiny, 
imtil events, to winch they had in no irisc contiibuted, restoicd them 
to thcii conntiy and bntliright, might appear stiangc; but that, as 
Sn "Walter Scott observes, tlic whole family, “ tluough the mcestuous 
juachcc of marrymg witlnn the ncai dcgiccs of piopmquity, had 
j come to be of the lowest dcgice of intellect,” and that, accoiding to 

j another author, “ there is a state of mcapacity so low, as even to unfit 

I men foi -being kings, or aspumg to be such ” 

j The Spamsh nation was much less debased than its rulers, and no 
I sooner ascci tamed that the lungdom had become a fief of the Piench 

j empire, than the whole pcoxilc, vulli the exception of those of the 

1 capital, who had sufiered so seveiely m the lecent tumults, arose 

as one man, and demanded vengeance on then tieacheious invaders 
Even m ]\Iadiid, and tliose cities where the enemy had estabhshed 
large garrisons, the strong spirit of resistance was eveiywhcic dis- 
cermble, though it did not mimediatcly piom^it the inhabitants to 
overt acts The nobles, the priests, and the peasantiy at once made 
common cause, and commumcations were opened fiom city to city, 
and m every town and village , while msmTectionary movements 
were oiganized thioughout the Peninsula, embracing both Spain and 
Portugal, which last had been disgusted by the rapacity of Junot and 
his officers Juntas, oi select committees, were estabhshed m every 
provmce, of which that foimed at Seville was, by general consent, 
recognised as the head The priests preached a crusade against the 
infidel French, who, it must be acknowledged, had paid little 
attention to the duections of Napoleon concemmg the deference 
necessary to be paid to the lehgion of the country, but had not 
‘ scrupled to desecrate the churches and convents, and thus outrage 
the most sacred feehngs of the inhabitants The wealthy sent contri- 
butions m aid of the patriotic cause, the cleigy melted down their 
plate ; and the poor em oiled themselves as soldiers to fight the good 
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ux>on the French residents m the city, m T^hich npwanU of two 
hundred persons though not of the araij ttoto cnieHy mastered. 
Solano the Goremor of Cndi* being suspected of leaning toward# 
tho Emperor was put to death At Senile Carthogcim, and nmous 
other place#, iunilar atrocities were perpetrated Most of the 
Spanish soldiery embmeed the cause of the people Tlic French 
■ucro insulted wbcroTcr they appeared and when met »cpamtcly, 
or m small number# were generally Mcnficed by tho laiirc# of t e 
I>casantry — such act# being rcadilv nbsolrcd bv the priests who 
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indeed, tnuglit tlieu auditois to esteem tlie slauglitei of tlie enemies of 
tlicn faitli as an acceptable sendee to God and a passpoit to Heaven 
At the ports, and wbeiever it -was found jnacticable, conimumcations 
weie entered into witb tlie Bntisli vessels wbicli liovcied aiound tlie 
coasts , and deputies -wcie speedily sent to England, to sobcit assistance 
and suppbes to enable the people to expel then foieign masteis It 
need scaicely be added, diat the com t of London hailed this foinndable 
resistance to Napoleon’s pohtical system ^vlth tlie utmost enthusiasm. 
It Tvas the first tunc that the j)cople of the Contment had mamfested 
a strong feehng of opposition to the legeneratmg pnnciples which the 
Ficnch Revolution had rendered fasluonable 

The Emperor, although he had evidently imderstood the tempei 
of the Spamardsj was not jnepared for such detemimed and well 
managed resistance He seems, however, to have still drought that 
the populai resentment would subside if the independent existence 
of the kmgdom were provided for, and a constitution granted which 
should confei on the people a gieatei shaie of hbeity than they had 
previously known He first drought of appointmg his biothei Loms 
to the vacant throne, and, accordingly wiote to that prmce the 
following letter My Brother — Charles IV , Bang of Spam, has 
just abdicated The Spanish nation has loudly appealed to me 
Ceitain that I shall never have sohd peace with England till I have 
impressed on the Contment the necessity of a grand combmed move- 
ment, I have lesolved to place a French pimce on the throne of 
Spam. The climate of "Holland is mjmaous to your health, and, 
besides, I feai Holland will never- escape from her inms. In the 
whirlwmd of the world, whether there, be peace oi wai, she possesses 
no means of mamtammg herself If I name you King of Spam, will 
you accept"? Can I count upon you"?” This offer Louis, who, from 
the establishment of the Contmental system, felt that a ciown was 
exceedmgly burdensome, and who probably aheady meditated the 
resignation of that of Holland, without hesitation, declmed The 
once proud sovereignty of Spam and the Indies was next tendered 
to J oseph, the most prudent, and one of the ablest of the Emperor’s 
biotheis, whose government of Naples had afforded the utmost 
Satisfaction to his subjects and to Napoleon The Neapohtans would 
fam have retamed then mild and benevolent Monarch, but the desue 
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of tie Emperor u said to liave been expressed so as not to admit of 
bemg rqected Tnthoiit giving offence. Joseph^ accordingly, tow ar ds 
the end of May, departed for Bt^onne, to be mrested with bis nerw 
authority 

In the meantime, Murat, as laentenant-General of the kmgdom, 
bad procured the Coundl of Castile and other provincial councils, 
over whom the proximity of French troops, and the fear of French 
vengeance, operated more powerful^ than patriotic considerations 
to send addresses to Napoleon, urging on hrm the resuscitation of 
the ancient glory of Spam, by transferring the crown to a member 
of the Imperial Famfly and profenmg the utmost obedience and 
attachment, m return for the expected amehoration of their Insb 
tutions under a constitution which should define the anthonty of the 
Krng , and secure the pnvfl^eB, liberties, and rights of the people. 
To diese Napoleon responded, on the 25th of May, by a proclamation 
which convoked an Assembly of Notables from aH parts of Spam to 
meet on the 15th of June at Bayonne, to settle a constitution for their 
country and receive a new Sovereign. On the 5th of June Kmg 
Joseph amved at the Imperial residence and, on the 6th, a decree was 
published declaring htm King of Spam at the ■nmn femn Joachim 
Murat, Grand Duke of Berg was elevated to the throne of Naples, 

According to the appointment of Napoleon a general Junta, con 
sitting howevar of but mnety five representatives, met at Bayonne, 
to congratulate the new King and take measures for tho future good 
government of Spam. The constitation was dictated by the Emperor 
himself, and was nearly the same as that adopted by the Cortes m 
1810 and which, after having been abrogated by Ferdmond VXL 
when placed on the Spanish throno by the ABies in 1814, and 
subsequently restored by the Bevolubon of 1820, has been made 
the basis of that under which Isabella H now wields her sceptre. 
But, notwithstanding the nnanimous adoption of the Constitutional 
Act and the admission of tho Junta that it was m all respects a boon 
to the nation, tho nobles who signed it, took tho oath of allegiance 
to Joseph with evident reluctance. Tho Duke del Infimtado indeed 
though appointed a member of tho now administration, paused in tho 
midst of his oath and declared that ho could make no further 
aascvcrationa until tho nation its provincial assembhes, had rccog 
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msed tile abdication of Cbarles and T'cidinaiid, and tbe election of 
King Joseph — and tins in the picsence of the King and Napoleon 
himself The latter, mdignant at this display of independence, could 
not lestram the hittcincss ' of his fcehngs. *^As a gentleman, Su,” 
he exclaimed, “it ■would he more hoiionrahle in you, instead of 
disputmg the terms of an oath which you intend to biealc on the 
fiist oppoitunity, to put youiself at once at the head of youi partisans, 
and fight openly and loyally Youi passport shall be instantly dehveied 
to you if you choose it, and I give you my woid of honoui that the 
advanced posts of my aimy shall allow you to pass without moles- 
tation ” The Duke stammeicd out an apology, but was mteimpted 
“You are ■wrong,” said the Empeior; “this is a moie senous matter 
than you seem to considei it Your oath 'will be speedily forgotten, 
and you, perhaps eight days hence, ■will lendei yoiuself hable to be 
shot as a traitor ” In mere personal matters, the conduct of the 
Spanish representatives has been justly characterized by Napoleon 
as an accumulated mass of impudence and baseness “The moment 
my decision was Imo-wn,” he says, ^^the crowd of mtngueis that 
swarm m every court endeavoured to acqmie the favour of Joseph, 
as they had that of Chailes and Ferdmand, and hesitated not to 
impute all that was odious and cimunal to those whom they ■wished 
to exclude firom place and power ” The grandees and hidalgos of 
Spam were, m fact, ■with very few exceptions, as degraded and 
unprmcipled as theu princes It was the middle and lower classes 
alone which retamed the spirit of theu adventurous and chivalnc 
ancestors, and which, though gieatiy imder the influence of the most 
bigotted ecclesiastics m Europe, felt that then beautiful country, foi 
its own sake, was worthy of a struggle 

On the 10th of July, King Joseph left Bayonne to proceed to 
Madrid, escorted by the Junta which had sworn allegiance to him> 
and by many grandees and state officers, who had voluntarily ciossed 
the firontiei to do him homage The news which arrived fi'om all 
quarters, however, mduced the cortege to halt at Vittona, until it 
should be seen whether the measures adopted by the French 
generals for the paciflcation of the country rendered it prudent to 
enter tire capital The whole country was m a state of msmaection 
The Juntas of the several piovmces and to-wns had caused the Act 
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of the ConrtitTitioii to bo ^rabljcly bnmed by the common hflugman, 
and the Kmg to be deeignated as a monster and barbarian. The bar 
boars and bays Trere crowded -with British vessels, and the popolation 
of Biscay, Catalonia, Navarre, Valencia, Murcia, Andfllnma^ Estre- 
madura, Gahcia, Leon the Astunaa and a great portion of the two 
CastHes, were already orgamied, and, through the liberal aiaistanco 
of England, well armed and eqmpped. The bravo and mtrepid, 
though indiscreet, Mnrat, no longer commanded the French armies 
he havcng set out to receive formal investiture of his Itahan kingdom. 
Everything threatened a turbulent and unsatiifectory, if not a brief 
and disgraceful reign. Joeeph, as he might well be, was dismt^red, 
and thought it best to await the issue m a aty well garrisoned and 
at no great distance from the firontier 

The confidence of the French generals and soldiery, however, was 
xmbormded- The Spanish regular troops which had jomed the insur 
gents were few m number and the majority of those m arms were 
therefore undisoplmed levies without an acknowlodged. chie^ or any 
regular resource for daily supphes The pnests and monks were the 
chief paymasters and furnished, from their cells and grananes, the 
greater part of the scanty prormoDDs which sufficed the Soldiers of 
Independence, as well as the arms and ammunition which they were 
to use against the miolent inradezB of their land. The conviction, 
that this means of support must necessarily bo soon exhausted, led 
the Imperial commanders to form over hasty ccfnclanons, snd were the 
means, perhaps, of prolonging the wtij At first, all Spaniards tak en 
m arms were treated as rebels, and subjected to mflitary execution 
and tho towns and viHages which disputed the march of the French 
were grvtm up to plunder and ravage Those barbarities quickly 
occasioned sangumary reprisals The peasantry fell upon tho enemy’s 
nek, wounded, and strogglers wherever they could bo found, and 
put them to death with cruolbes which could only have been devised 
and cxccutod by a people mured to tho refined and multilanous 
modes of torture practised by the agents of tho Holy Inquintion, The 
war thus, at its outset assumed a savage and atrocious character, 
which, had it been persisted in, must oventuaDy have ended not 
merely m subjecting but citenamatmg tho vanquished. "When such 
excesses became reciprocal however, the evil cured itself and the 
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xisages of civilized nations came to be graduallj recognised on each 
side 

The commencement of hostilities was marked by a senes of disasters 
on the part of the insuigents On the 9th of June/Le rebvre had 
defeated the Arragonese , and dunng that month Bessi^res had been 
successful m seveial partial engagements General Cuesta^ who com- 
manded the Spanish levies of Castile and Leon, however, aftei being 
beaten near Cabezon, had contnved to effect a junction with the 
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Graliciaii army under General Slake and, Bmartmg fr o m Ins recent 
disgrace, proceeded towards Burgos, determined to haxard a general 
action. BesaiAres, liayrng notice of tHe combmed movements of the 
Spaniards, hastened to meet them, ere thmr arrangements should be 
completed Eind, on the 14th of July came suddenly upon them, near 
Medina del Bio Seco, attacked and defeated tbpim with irnmfrrutA 
slaughter, and for a tune put an end to all appearance of disaffection 
in the neaghbourhood. Twenty thousand of the insurrectionary 
Boldien are computed to have been HDed in tbiw battle, which was 
the most calamitous encounter the Spanish forces had yet sustained. 
Intelhgence of the victory reached Napoleon while yet at Bayonne 
and drew from him expressions of Uie highest gratification. ‘ Bes 
si^res ’ he exclanned has put the crown on Joseph s head. The 
resistance of the Peninsula is ended. The Brng seems to have been 
of a similar opinion for he no longer hesitated to advance from 
Vrttona to Marind, which he enatered, m state on the 20th of July 
without disturbance, though it may be sumnsed without any great 
degree of exultatton. There w er e no popular demonstratioiu of joy — 
none, indeed, greeted his amral with a welcome, save tho municipal 
authorities who felt, perhaps that their own mterest and safety 
demanded such homage Money was liberally scattered among Iho 
populace from the carnages m the procesaixm but the French alone 
stooped to collect it the otixens had been taught by their clergy 
that the fiimily of Napoleon was descended fium tho Author of Evil 
they wore tcmpnlous, therefore as to touching what they supposed 
to be offered merely as a temptation to sm The same reason opemted 
to prevent tho inhabitants fixim attending the theatres, which were 
tb mn n open m the everang m honour of the King’s arnvaL 

In the course of a few news of French reverses began to 

pour mto tho capital General Dnhesme, underrating tho sldll and 
valour of his antagonists, deemed his forces capable not only of snb- 
jugating Catalonia, but of advancing to assist m tho redaction of 
Valencia and Armgon. Ho soon found however that ho had mis- 
taken the temper of the people and, afrer lonng many men from 
tho unerring ballets of tho Catalonian riflemen in tho mountain jmuscs 
mto which ho had mconsidcratdy ventored, ho was compelled to 
retreat, and eventually to shut himself up m Barcelona. JIarshal 
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l\Ioncey, about the same tmie, conducted an expedition agamst 
Valencia, in hopes of being able to co-opeiate uuth Duhcsme , but 
although victoiious orei the msuigents during his maich, when he 
ventmed to attack the city, the whole population, male and female, 
lose to repulse the aggressors. The mliabitants, en masse^ rushed to 
man the walls , the monks — with a swoid m one hand and a crucifix 
in the othei — encouraging them to fight foi the honoui of God, and 
the restoration of King Ferdmand Moncey, unable to accomphsh 
Ins pm’pose, and disappointed at tlie contmued absence of Duhesme, 
was at length compelled to raise tlie siege, and retreat precipitately 
on the mam body of the French army, then occupymg the ancient 
kmgdom of Castde 

Guhe division of Dupont was stdl more unfortunate It had been 

sent forward mto the southern provmces of Spam, immediately after 

the entrance of Murat mto Madrid. This movement, howevei, havmg 

been lepiehended by Napoleon, had been anestcd at Toledo, where 

the General lemamed till evident symptoms of disaffection reqimed 

the presence of his troops at Cadiz, not merely to defeat msunec- 

tionary designs, but to piotect the port, and a French squadron which 

lay theie, horn falling mto the hands of the English, who were 

watcbmg the harbour Dupont, accoidmgly, moved forward thiough 

the defiles of the SieiTa Moiena, passed the Guadalqmver, and 

obtamed possession of Cordova. On ainvmg heie, howevei, he foimd 

that the citizens of Cadiz had declared foi the national cause, and 

taken possession of the French vessels, and that the Jimta of Seville 

■ was orgamzmg large forces to be added to an army, aheady amountmg 

to ten thousand men, encamped at St Kocque, near Gibraltai, under 

the command of General Castafios Thus situated, the French could 

\ 

neither advance nor retreat Behmd, the Siena Morena was occupied 
by Guenlla troops , and the army of Andalusia was m fiont, receivmg 
daily additions of men, and ample supphes of provision and ammu- 
mtion Dupont sohcited reinforcements both horn Portugal and 
Madrid. Jxmot, however, was fully occupied by msmrections of the 
natives, and dreaded besides a thieatened descent of the English, 
while, from Castile, only two bngades could be spared to assist in 
extncatmg the adventurous general from his perilous situation With 
this augmentation, Dupont, whose men weie reduced to the necessity 
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of reaping the com in the for snbsistence thought it better to 
move forward, and endeavonr to bring Cartafioa to a general actum 
than wait to be attacked. He accordmgly advanced, and easily 
obtained poseeaaion of Bi^len and Ta Carolina, and took the old 
Moonah town of Jaen by storm Here, however, he was presently 
attacked by Caitafios and, after a brave resistance, driven ont of the 
place and obliged to fall back on Baylem The Spanish General at 
this tim e learned, fitim an mtercepted despatch, the distressed arcnm 
stances of the enemy, and profiting by the mformation brought up, 
on the 16th of July all the force* he conld muster, and attacking 
the French on several points dislodged them from Baylen, and 
drove them back with considernhle loss on Andqar In this action, 
Gobert, one of Napoleon a generals of brigade, was killed. On 
the mght of the 18th, Dupont resumed the offensive, and made 
a desperate effort to recover Baylen but after a fight whndi lasted 
upw ar ds of fourteen hours, the French found themselve* surrounded 
by a mpenor force, and without the means of retreat. Dnpont 
made a last desperate effort to avert the loss of the engagement by a 
gallant charge at the head of all his troops but, being def eated , ho 
bftd no resource but to surrender hnnself and tie soldiers tmdetr his 
immediate command as prisoners of war The loss of the mvadexs 
m fhm action exceeded three thousand men m kill ed and wounded, 
Th n diTiaion of General Yedel, which had not been engaged was 
excepted from the capitulation — Castnfios agreeing that it should be 
sent back in safety to France. This stipulation, howuver, was after 
wards disregpsxded by the Spaniards, who, at the instigation of General 
Morla, detamed the whole army close prisoner*, actmg on tho false 
idea, the unjustifiable conduct of the French Emperor rendered 
every spoaos of perfidy towards his mstruments venial, if not com 
mendahle. 

Napoleon, who had quitted Bayonno on tho 22nd of July, was at 
Bourdeaux when he heard of tho Convention of Baylen- His chagrin 
and indignation were extreme Ho bit his lips, and exclaimed with 
great emotion to one of his smto, ”For an army to bo beaten is htllc 
Tho chances of war arc uncertam, and a defeat may bo repaired but 
the capitulation of an army xs disgraceful It is a stain on French 
military glory and tho wound* of honour admit of no cure The 
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moial effect too is terrible. Had tbeie been no otbei means of 
preventing tbe troops from falling into tbe poTver of the enemy, they 
should have died vdth aims m then hands. Theii death -would then 
have been glorious, and then fall should have been avenged ” The 
event -was, indeed, disastious, foi, mdependcntly of the loss sustained 
m kiUed and pnsoneis, and the capture of the richest portion of 
Spam by the msmgents, the idea, which had so long operated as 
a spell upon the Contment, that the arms of Fiance were in-vmcible, 
was dissolved ; and Europe saw that adequate skill and comage alone 
were lequned to enable the conquered nations to cope with Napoleon 
himself It has been observed, that the Spaniards subsequently 
obtained no similar advantages ovei then enemies. This fact, how- 
ever, is less important than that a signal defeat had been sustamed 
by the French soldiers — an openmg made m what had been pie-viously 
deemed then impenetrable phalanxes 

Joseph Bonaparte did not obtain mtelligence of the surrender of 
Dupont till the 26th oi 27th of July, when, lea?.mng at the same time, 
that Castafios was advancing towards the capital, recei-vdng strong 
reinforcements m his march, the King, behevmg the city to be 
xmtenable, qmtted hladiid, and retued to Vittoiia. To his honour 
it should be mentioned, that previously to his departure he summoned 
the members of the administration, and left to them the option of either 
foUo-wmg his fortunes or joimng the msmgents — piomismg to take no 
advantage of then decision, however adverse to himself. 

Shortly after these events, Le Febvre Desnouettes, who from the 
middle of June had been engaged m the siege of Zaragossa, felt it 
necessary, m oidei to avoid bemg insulated, to abandon his enterprise, 
and, fallin g back, to rejom the mam body of the Imperial army The 
siege and defence of this city are memorable foi the undaunted bravery 
which they called foith The to-wn was defended chiefly by the citizens, 
who had placed themselves under the command of Don Jose Palafox, 
a young officer of some military skill and great gallantry, and though, 
the place was by no means strongly foiiified, the people resolved not 
to surrender, but to perish under the rums of then habitations lather 
than open them gates to the enemy. The heioic leno-wn of ancient 
Spam was better sustamed at Zaragossa than at any other place durmg 
the whole Penmsular war On the 27th of June, the French, after a 
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fierce and well managed attad^ became Tnaatert of a raborb caDed 
Terrero whicli enabled tbem to invest the aty more closely tbfm 
before, to shower bombs into its streets and upon its honses and, 
amid the conflagration which these dreadful missiles occasioned, to 
attempt an entrance to the aty at various points, at the same tune 
The atixem however, were not to be dismayed. Men, women and 
children rushed to the walls and fought with the assailants pneet 
and layman, matron, maid, and nun, wielded such weapons as they 
could use or procure to save their homes from ravage by the hated 
French Provisions at length ran short within the walls and lamme 
and sickness began to thin the ranks of the defenders but those who 
survived relaxed not in their vigilance, and would listen to no terms 
of capitulation from the enemy although they might have obtamod 
their own conditions About the end of July the French obtained 
possession of the large convent of Santa Engiacaa withm the walls, and 
were thus enabled to carry on their operations m the very street* of 
the aty Lo Febyre, concaving that this advantage would be deosive, 
sent to Falafox the following brief summons Head-quarters 
Santa Engraaa. — Capitulation 1” The answer returned shewed tho 
unyielding spirit of the Spaniards "Zaragossa. — *War to the knife!” 
The fighting was, henceforward, earned on in the streets and on the 
walls, in the churche* and house* — the contending parties froqucaitly 
occnpying difierent apartments of the same house tho passage* 
connectiug them bang choked with dead bodies Dupont i surrender 
became known in the bogumuig of August and Lo Fobvre finding 
the struggle in which he was engaged hop<fle*s for the present, blew 
up tho convent of Santa Engraaa, sot fire to several of the but 
roundmg houses and raised the nogo Ho one had pronously 
conceived that degenerate Spam was capable of such exertion, or 
of exhibiting such patnotttm, 

Napoleon, meanwhile pursued his journey to Pans, unconscious of 
tho oppoation his troops had orcrywhero encountered, and careful not 
to let what ho did know bo communicated to tho French people who, 
daaled by tbo splendid addition of the Peninsula to tho empire cared 
littlo to cnticiso the means by which tho acquisition hhd been made 
At Pau Toulouse Jlontnuban and the other southern towns through 
which tho Emperor passed, tho streets were spanned by tnomplml 
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arclies, and stieim until flowcis and lanicl biauclies The fionts of 
the houses weie coreied unth tapestry and paintings, the population 
thionged to meet and escoit Inni on the load^ and the mumcipal 
authorities, almost until one accoid, declaied that they could not find 
language adequate to expiess then admiration of then Soveieign and 
his actions Even Nantes and La Vendee, uheie attachment to the 
Bouihons had been longest piesei*ved, caught the pi evading tone of 
enthusiasm, and the inhabitants ciowded to congiatulate the lestoier 
of peace and piospenty to then countiy. Amid such scenes of 
fehcitation, Napoleon, on the 14th of August, the eve of his buthday, 
returned to the palace of St Cloud , and on the following day, urhich 
was celebiated with moie than customaiy rejoicmg thioughout the 
empne, he was piesented mth a number of magnificent presents fitom 
the Empeior Alexandei 
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■ KOUiH OPlRATIOHi — TIMIUO — OOKVJUmoJf Of OnfTZA — KMW LXTIU 
IN — NAPOLKON AND ALKXAXOBB AT BSTCVrS — LBOIlLATmc 

■ BIBION— iPAm — KNTT INVASION BT THB BMTPBBOB — THl INQDTJmON 
ABOUIHBD — CAMPAION OP SIX JOHN UOOU *— OOBTTNA — AJUIINO Of 

AumUA — NAPOLEON BBTTTNNi TO PAXIS. 1808 — 1809 


ATiBS expenditure and duuutrous retult* 
m the conduct of the Trar tgainat Franco 
had cauied the Bntiah people, more than 

ntirp to ffT-rlmm a g amu t tho COntmUflnCO of 

hoatOitjee Ivo sooner hoTreror, was in 
telligence rccavcd of tho acixure of Spam 
and PoTtoga], and tho noblo stand TpJuch 
had been made by tho mhabitants agomat 
tho domination of the Emperor, than bQ 
claaac* united cordially mth the GoTcrmncnt, and even urged it, to 
render aaautance to tho inhabitant* of the Pcmnaula in their opposition 
to foreign o ggicui om ilr Shendan declared, m tho Hon«e of Com 
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inon*;, tliat “ iho pciiod hnd nrriNod loi strlkinn: .i drtisnc blow foi 
tbp liberation of Europe,” and Mr. Cannmtr. vlnlc be di'^clniincd all 
participation m tbc fabc and pett) polu\ wbirb Imd so lonj:!: fcttcicd 
England. b\ limiting its exertions to the fmtbcianee of ivliat mcic 
termed Bnlisb interests, pledged biniself, and tlie adnnnistintion of 
vbich be M*as a member, to pursue sueb measures as miglit be cal- 
culated not only to fret* Spain from bei iin.ideis, but to secine 
political ,md coininerci.al freedom to Euiojie Xt'u sujipbcs ncrc 
accordnmly ^otcd. and arms, nmimmition, tloiliing, and money 
shipped for Spain on tlie instant The preiioiisli exisliinr nai antli 
that country av.is declared to be at an end 'J’he Spanish piisoncis 
Mere cquijiped and sent home; and a huge both of Jlnlisb troop'i 
prepared to folloii them, i\itli all speed Assi»staneo of the last-named 
description tbc Spaniards Mould bn^c declined, there being, they baul, 
more lliaii enough of tbcmscKes to secure tlie independence of (be 
nation; but the Ibiglisli bad not piciaoiisly jiosscsscd so fa^ curable 
a field of cxoitioii, and the Goi eminent resohed to sci/e tlie oppoi- 
tunity for opposing all its resources to tbc grmnng jiomci of Er.ancc, 
Early in June, .an expedition, consisting of about ten llioiisand men, 
w.as placed under the comniaiid of Sir Aitbnr 'Wellesley, and shipped 
from Cork for the Peninsula ; tbc Gcncr.al himself being alloircd to 
select the scene of his operations. Sir Artbin , on loiicbing at Coruna, 
recened intelligence of the defeat of Dupont, and of tbc precarious 
tenure by mIiicIi Spain Mas held by tlie Imperial army. Tins 
deterramed lum to disembark m Poitugal , m'Iicic Opoito M^as abeady 
in amis, had cxiicUcd its French garrison, and successfully icsisted 
a regular attempt of General Loison, Mith foui thousand tioops, to 
reduce the city to subjection. Insimections had bioken out m 
Tanous othei places, and the M’-holc population of the langdom was 
ready to nse whenever thcic should he a piospect of an equal contest 
Proceeding along the coast, Su Aithui was enabled to communicate 
with the msurgents at Opoito, and to conceit measiues for the 
co-operation of the Portuguese Heie also he was jomed by a coips 
of British soldiers, which had been pieviously sent out to suppoit 
Castahos m Andalusia, but had not reached its destination till the 
capitulation of Baylen lendeied its assistance unnecessary 

Thus strengthened, and assured of the appioach of additional forces. 
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the K ii gl i iih General, on the 8th of Angust, disemharhed hu army 
m Mondego Bay, and at once commenced hia march to-rt'ards Lisbon, 
armona to strike a demsive blow before a change m the aspect of 
Spanish afia i r a should disengage the French and enable Seasides to 
send assistance to Junot, On the 17th the F-n ghwh encountered the 
division of Laborde posted on an eminence near the town of Eoh 9 a, 
and attacking at once m front and upon the flank, drove the enemy 
from the ground with the ntmost galkntry Sir Arthur, for want of 
cavalry was unable greatly to improve his success and Laborde was 
thus enabled to retreat m good order upon Torres Yedras m the neigh 
bonrhood of which Junot was concentratmg all bis forces to deado 
by a general engagement the fete of the campaign On the 21st, 
the opposing Etrmies met near Vinuero The strength of the Btiglish 
was about sixteen thousand zaen the French numbered only fourteen 
thousand but the latter were greatly superior m cavalry and artillery 
and of the Battsh not above half the troops were engaged. The 
French were the aswailftritH but after a deeporate conflict, Junot, 
having lost thirteen cannon end upwards of two thousand men, 
was compelled to r etreat in the nlmost confusion. The unfortunate 
interference of another party — Sir Harry Burrard an officer of 
•npenoT rank to Sir Arthur TTdlesley who had jnst landed on the 
coast with remforcements, and taken the command m-chief — pro 
vented the English from pursuing the flying enemy, and reaping tho 
full advantages of their victory Gcmeral TToDetlcy had directed ono 
part of his troops to advance on Torres Vedias, so as to intercept 
the direct retreat of Junot to Lisbon, and the other portion to 
bnng on his rear and allow him no tnno to rally Sir Harry 
more diffident fha-n his jumor officer, countermanded Sir Arthur ■ 
orders and thus rendered Vimicro as to its immediate results, a 
mere battle of posts while to odd to tho comphcation of matters 
on tho morning of tho 22nd of August, Sir Hugh Dolrymplo arrived 
from Gibndtar and supenedod Sir Harry Burrard os tho Utter had 
superseded General "Wellesley tho day before 

Tho delay and indecision occasioned by this shifting of commanders 
loft tho French at fhH liberty to gam and strengthen thcrasch-c* in 
t j tho position of Torres Vedras from which it had been Wellesleys 
chief object to exclude them Junot, hewever, was in no condition 
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to iinint.un tlio wnr. 'J )ie wore in fjonl. fln*=lic(l villi icccnt 

trimnpli. nnd all arouiul him the im^iirgent jio)nilation had heen 
in‘'j>irod with hope and conhdenre In the \alour and fUccc‘'S of their 
.'Mlu": A fhori lime after nnlrjmple had taken the eoniniandj 

ncgoriniioii'i vere opened foi the total ei.Knatton of Ikirlngal by the 
IVench. which ended in what i*' ralhd “the Coincnlion of Cintra,” 
‘•ejned on the .><bh t‘f Aimn-'t. By the •stipulation*' of thib celebrated 
’ treat) the I'renrh were to be emnejed to then own cmnitr}, with 
, their anu<^. uitdlery. and private propertv , and the llntirii vcic to 
^ be put into po‘---e<-‘'ion of the entnnV inni^nrinc': and •'loiC'-j and a 
! Miiall aiiMlnrv Kin'-i.in Heel, then Invinix in tlie 'J'airu*' 

I 'Jlic people of Bni'huid heard, with the gie.ite'^t indignation, of tins 
i arrangement with the I'reiith, In which the laltci wcic enabled, undci 

j the denomination of private jiropeih, to phiiidei the I'oitugucsc to 

1 almo^ any chosen c\tcnt, and to c'^cape safe!} with their boo(^, not 

( only wntli the connnance, but at the actual co*.t of Gicat Britain, 

t ' 

I ' which rcccncd no equivalent for .^‘^‘•^stlng the ^poilcrf; The shiif- 
, fling of gcnciab — tlic three having been changed within twciity-fom 
! ! hours — was compared to a concerted gambling transaction, and 

! strong su‘=picions w Cl c generally cntci tamed, that the nmiiianagcmcnt 
I I was not wholly fortuitous A court of cnquiiy aft ci wards acqiuttcd 
Dalr)*mplc and Burrard of any ofieiicc moie senous than want of 
j judgment, but the determined manner m which the wdiolc coimtiy 
had expressed its disgust and resentment, had the good cflcct of 
! making the Govcnimcnt more cautious foi the futuic in its selection 
! of olficcis to support the honour of tlie British name. 

.Napoleon was seriously annoyed, but not dismayed, by the disasteis 
of his generals in the Pcmnsula, and he was little likely to contcni- 
t plate tlie abandonment of an object, because he found mifoicsccn 
difficulties m tlie w^ay of its accomphslmient Dupont, Le Fcbvio, 
and Junot, had been defeated, but the Empcioi, although he 
deplored these first reverses of the Imperial aims, did not, theicfoie, 
feel that he himself was less mvulneiable than before, or that the 
immense power of Erance was dimmished The armies, w^hich his 
economical and piaident administration enabled lum to mamtam, 
without the nnposition of extiaoidinary taxes, amounted to upwards 
of half a million of men, who were distributed m the various States 
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compoamg tte empire The military goniiis by •w^hich he was inr 
roimded was ffuch as no age or country had ffuipaasocL TTTw mainTiaTa 
and generals had been elevated to command for them supenor talents 
and conrage his soldiers had the knowledge that they were not 
eicltided from rank and power by any consideration of birth or 
fortune and all were certain fhat distmgmshed service never frfled 
to meet fitting and ample reward Secure m the advantages, of 
which these arcnmstancea seemed the pledge, Napoleon, on the 4th 
of September caused his rcunister, Champagny to make a statement 
to the Senate of the afiainj of Spam and Portugal, shewing the 
benefits which would accrue to France from the union of those 
countries with the empire the facilities which would be thus afforded 
for enforcmg the Contmental System against England the necessity 
of subjecting Spam to a Pnnco m whom France could confide and 
the propriety of renewing the fiunily aystem of Loma XI V in the 
Imperial dynasty Thu statement concluded wuh the reading of 
a message from the throne deainng an immediate levy of eighty 
thousand conscripts for the vigarons proaecutian of the war The 
Senate, without remonstrance or heeitabon, replied, with nnanimons 
accord, to the Emperor’s d eman d " The will of the French people 
ii the same with that of his Majesty Tho wax with Spam u pohbc, 
just, and necessary ” 

Napoleon, m anbajiation of this ready compliance of tho Legu 
lature, hnd already put his veteran troops m motion from tho Rhenish 
frontier, directing that their places might bo suppbed by tho new 
roennts Tho force destined for the invasion 6f tho Fenmsula was 
nearly two hundred thousand men, mcludmg the most splendid 
cavalry m Europe and a itrong body of the ‘picked men constituting 
tbo Impenol Guard. Ou tho 11th of September, these troops were 
renewed m front of the Tmlcnes when the Emperor personally 
appealed to them, in one of those spint-stimng addresses which had 
never fafled to mcrcaso their attachment to his person and their 
enthusiasm for tho glory of Franco ** Soldiers 1” ho said, “afier 
having tnumphod on the banks of tbo Danube and tho Vistula with 
forced marches you have passed through Gorrotny now, without a 
moment of repos© you are required lo traveno France Soldiers 1 
I have need of you He hideous presence of tbo Ecopord fso 
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Napoleon always designated the British Lion^ probably because the 
ancient shield of England bore the cognizance of a leopaid] sullies 
the continent of Spam and Portugal At youi aspect he will fly in 
terroi We wfll bear om eagles m triumph to the columns of 
HeiculeSj and avenge the outrages inflicted on us Soldiers l You 
have surpassed the lenown of modem armies , but have you equalled 
the glory of the Homans, who, in one and the same campaign, were 
triumphant on the Rhme and the Euphiates, m lUyna and on the 
Tagus ? A long peace and endmang piospenty will be the reward of 
your labours A trae Frenchman could not, ought not to think of 
repose, until the seas are fi:ee and open to all Soldieis I All that you 
have done, and what you are about to do, foi the welfaie of the 
French people and my glory, shall be indehbly impressed upon my 
heart ” 

The first corps of this magnificent army, composed of the formidable 
battahons which had acquired such high fame as the victors of 
Austeihtz, Jena, and Fnedland, departed fiom Paias, on the 23rd of 
September, under the cCmmand of Marshal Victor As they marched 
through the streets, the inhabitants of the capital greeted them with 
the most animatmg plaudits , the Prefect of the Seme and the Muni- 
cipal Body received them at the bamei, with the formahties usually 
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reserved for I?niicet TrHle the mauned heroes of former campaigm 
came out fivnn the hospitals to bid them “ God speed, and display 
the honourable scars -which they had acquired in the -wars of the 
Great Nation, and remind their comrades of the provision which the 
munificence of the Emperor had provided for his disabled servants. 
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Napoleon beforo placing himself at tho head of the army, set off 
to the North, to confer mth tho Emperor Alexander, who had been 
invited to meet him at Erfmth, The roads leading to this place were 
htcrally choked with tho equipages of tho French nobihty and petty 
Qcnnan pnnccs, hastening thither to pay their homage to tho two 
men who at that tone were esteemed tho arbiters of tho world- Tho 
French Emperor travelled hy way of ilaycncc, where ho amvod 
without ttoppmg except to pass in hasty renew tho nujnerons regi 
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merits ecliclomicd on tlie loute, and maiclmig towards Spain Public 
festivities and lejoicmgs occiuied in every town and village thiougb 
wlucli be passed, and bis whole journey seemed bice tbe triumphal 
piogiess of a god of peace and salvation, latbei than tbe caieer of an 
ening and morbal beio, whose fame mainly depended upon tbe deadly 
battles be bad won. Napoleon i cached Eifuitb early m tbe moinmg 
of tbe 27tb of Septembei, and was welcomed with tbe most bvely 
congratulations Tbe Kings of Saxony and Westpbaba weie abeady 
in waiting, and accompamed bun, after bieakfast, on the Weimar load, 
to meet tbe Czai , who, although be bad left bis capital on tbe 14tb, 
was last at tbe appointed rendezvous Two oi tbiee leagues fiom tbe 
city, bowevei, tbe Empeiois met Alexandei mstantly abgbted ftom 
bis carriage, Napoleon dismounted, and they embraced -with tbe 
greatest cordiabty Both potentates then got on boiseback, as did 
tbe Arebdube Constantme, who accompanied bis biotbei, and tbe 
various couitieis who weie present the drums beat tbe charge, royal 
salutes were fired by tbe artillery, and tbe bells, from all tbe cbmebes 
of Erfrirtb and tbe neighbombood, responded to tbe shouts of tbe 
debgbted populace, and of tbe numeious spectators who bad gathered 
from all quarters to vntness this singular meetmg Alexandei, on tire 
occasion, wore tbe giand cross of tbe Legion of Honom, and Napoleon 
that of St Andrew of Bussia. Tbe Eiencb Empeioi, suiiounded by 
bis own troops and the vassal Pimces of the Confedeiation of tbe 
Pbme, did tbe bonoms, and Alexandei was mvariably bis guest 
"We exchanged,” sard Napoleon, " the most striking testimonies of 
aftiection, and passed some days togetbei, enjoymg the debgbts of 
perfect mtimacy and tbe most familiar mtei course of pnvate life We 
were like two young men of fortune, who, m our common pleasures, 
bad no secret from each other ” No one would have conceived that 
such apparent finendsbip bad no better basis than pobtical expediency, 
and that tbe regard which was then manifested on both sides would, m 
a year oi two, be toned mto tbe most deadly enmity and hatred 
In order to give tbe Czar an opportooity of forming a correct 
estimate of tbe various excellences of tbe Erencb drama, on which 
be bad pronounced a high eulogium at Tilsit, Napoleon bad pio- 
cmed the attendance of tbe prmcipal performeis of the Theatre 
Pran 9 ais, among otbeis, of Talma, St Pnx, Damas, and Despr^s, 
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Madamo Eaucourt, and Mademciaelles Dodheciow and Burgomg 
Alexander appeanj to imre become onftmonred of the latter bnt 
Tras diBsuaded fiom prc«in|^ Ina Boit, by a remark of Napoleon, 
that the la^ TV’ould eoon make her Impenal loTer etiffiaently 
knoim, m the aalocraa of Pans, to prerent hi8 being aflenrorda 
conmdered m France as a hero At the theatre, the tiro Emperors 
the King of Saxony and the other Sovereign Prmcefl, nsuaUy 
occupied the eame box The pieces selected lor representahon irere 



chiefly from tho irorki of ConicQlo and Bacinc, the roaatcrpieccs of 
French gouuf M'lth tho perfomumeo of Voltaire € CEdipxa, Alex 
’“aeder iro» incxprcaobly gratified and ct tho line — 

**■ L gnmd Eoanuc rrt va Intnfidt de* D«as ” 

ho TTM so for enmed awnv hy the fochng* of the zuomnit, that ho 
turned suddenly toTrnrd* Ni^lcon, grtuped his hand and indicated 
hy its kindly prc«aro that lio fclt tho truth of the aphorwm, and iraa 
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giatefully conscious of tlie ^‘bienfuit^^ coufcucd on luniself The 
comtly audience did not fail to nialcc the same apphcation, and all 
eyes ivere turned on the Imperial box, and the glitteinig aiiay of 
great men by irhom it u'as fiUed. Peihaps none in tlie assembly 
caicd to think what hollow heai ts weie then bcatmg undei the 
iibands and stars exhibited at fliat goigeous spectacle 

At Eifuith, IS'apolcon made the acquaintance of two men, whose 
names have shed a lustie upon Gcnnan hteiature, — Goethe and 
lYieland the lattei has left an mterestmg lecord of die convei- 
sation that passed on lus inhoduction “ The Empeioi,” he says, 
^'piefened the military and poHtical sj'^stems of the Bomans to those 
of the Gieeks, whose gi eater pioficiency in art and hteiatme he 
consideied to have been debamental to diemselves in fomentmg dien 
internal dissensions He deemed Ossian a gieatei poet than Homei, 
yet lehshed only vigoioiis seiious and tiagic poetiy Aiaosto he 
tieated as httle bettei than a buffoon, and, mdeed, appealed to despise 
the gaiety of hght hteiatuie. His manners and conveisation weic 
exceedingly fascmating, but theie was a statue-hke fiimness about 
him that seemed not to belong to living flesh and blood.” - 

At one of the dinnei paities given at this period, a question arose 
concerning the Papal Deciee, known as the ‘Golden Bull^ which, 
previously to the estabhshment of the Bhenish Confedeiation, had 
formed the Constitution lecognised by the electois of the German 
Empire The Pimce Primate, in quotmg this document, assigned 
its date to the year 1409, but was conected by Hapoleon, who 
observed that, the Bull was published m 1336, m the reign of the 
Emperor Charles^ lY A cuiaosity was immediately expiessed to 
learn how the Emperor could be acquainted with such mmute 
matters of learning ^^When I was a heutenant in the regiment La 
said Napoleon, smiling at the marked surprise of his pnneely 
auditors, “I was in garrison three years at Valence, and bemg htde 
addicted to society hved very retired I happened fortunately to 
lodge m the house of a bookseller, a well-informed and obhgmg man, 
to whose hbrary I had ready access I read through the books it 
contamed moie than once, and have forgotten httle of their contents, 
whether relating to military oi other affairs ” On anothei occasion, 
the Czar, on entering Napoleon’s dming-room. Was about to lay aside 


01 


POLITICS 


bw ijvrord but found that be bad foi^tteai it llie French Emperor 
mvr ins embarrassment, and instantly tendered bis cwa. weapon. 
Alexander accepted it mtb evident aatiafktwn, and (nxlanned ear 
neatly “I accept your llsjeaty*! gift as s pledge of your fhendabip 
You may bo aisarod that I shall never drSTV it agmnit you. 

Amid the socceaaon of fStes by Tvbach tho meeting at Erfurth vras 
extemaity marbed, pobtics iver© not entirely neglected^ Ni^Kdeon 
bad observed, mth great anxiely that Austria, fesr some tune bad 
been engaged m increasing ber anflitary estabbibment, mafang new 
ieviea on tbe principle of the Fxeneb Consenptaon forming armies 
of reserve atrengtbenrag her cavabry and introducing better discipline 
generally tunong her soldier* S^rct associations were at the ssma 
time being oiganixed tbrougborrt Prossu, Henorer, and some other 
German State* under the coreort protection of the natrve pnnee*, 
for the purpoie of instigating the populaboa to a genertl riong 
against tbo dotnmation of tbesr conquearenm. The Pruasian and 
Austrian bXonarchs notwithstanding tbcir adectatton of t cacerc 
deairo for the mamtcnance of peace vrere a* Napoleon well know 
galled and uneasy at thmr Tq>eated humibAhoms and little to bo 
trusted xn their protestations and assurances of ‘'conhdcnco attachment, 
and esteem.” It was natural, therefore that ho shcmld seek to cement 
a clcaer albance with Russui to ccruntcrcct tbo mtngucs of powers 
whwdi could not be supposed to feel othermso than muiucal lo Franco 
It IS however iropottible to ascertain tho precuo nature of tho 
discussions at Erfarth. It has been stated, but apparently os a matter 
of conjecture only that Napoleon, at this tunc disdotcd to Alexander 
his inlcntioii of divoxong tbo Empress Josephine and sohated an 
afliance with one of tbo Hussian nrchdachctsca — a proposal to which 
the Csar is said to haro listened favourably, but was nnablo unmo 
diatdy to assent, in conscqucnco of hii fethcr^s will having rendered 
the consent of the EmpTcts-moibcr neccnary to tbo mamage of tbo 
Pnnccssci Alexander i* also said to have stipulated for the retention 
of Finland for certain pnmnees of Turkey and for a sbsro of tho 
division of Anrtnn and ProMia as tho pneo of hia assistance should 
those States be tempted again to toko arms against France. It h 
certain that Rntsm hesitated not to acknowledge JosqiK ns King of 
Spam and the Indies and tho two Monarchs wroto a joint letter to 




POLITICS. 


tlie King of Gieat Britain^ pioposing a general peace, on condition 
that all the conti acting poweis should be left in possession of -whatever 
they had gained during the -war. The tune foi English acquiescence, 
however, had not yet aiiived The Couit of London, conceiving 
hopes from the late successes of its tioops against Geneial Jimot, 
had taken Spam and Sweden under its piotection, and refused to treat, 
unless those countiies weie admitted to an equahty with the other 
negociatois. The letter of the Empeiors nevertheless was not without 
its utility, as it served to exhibit to the various Comts of Europe the 
mtimate relations subsisting between Napoleon and Alexander The 
foi-mei, -with all his penetration, had not then discovered the real 
character, oi rather the absence of fixed character and prmciples, of 
his ally; a tiait, which, m after years, mduced him to exclaim -with 
bitterness, “The Emperor of Kussia is a true Greek of the Lower 
Empue ” 

After ha-ring -risited, m company with his loyal guests, the battle- 
field of Jena, and distributed a sum of three hundred thousand francs 
(twelve thousand five hundred pounds), to repair the damage done 





NAPOIiEOJT At vittoria 


to tHo property of pnvate mdiyidnali during the occupation of tlio 
country by French, troops, Napoleon, on the 14th of October took 
leave of tho Ciar, and returned to Pans, where he amred on the 
16th, and four days aftonrxirdB accompanied the Empress to Tmt the 
National Mnaoum, for the purpose of inspecting the magnificent works 
of art there deposited, and bestowing rewards upon the most talented 
French artists 

On the 25th, the Emperor opened the Legislatire Session m person 
Ho spoke confidently of what he should bo able to effect m the 
Peninsula, and dwelt, with unusual emphasis upon the satisfaction 
he denved fi’om his close alliance with Bnisia. “ It is a speaal 
blessing of that. Prtmdence,” be said, " which has hitherto protected 
our arms, that passion has so bhnded the Enghsh, that they have 
ventured to quit their own element, and present an army on the 
Contment. In a fow days, I shall pnt myself at the head of my 
troops and, with God s help win speedily crown, at Madnd, the 
King of Spam and plant my eagles onjhe walls of Lubon- Tho 
Emperor of Bussia and I, henceforth, will oontinue nnitod for peace 
or for war ” 

On tho 29tli, Napoleon quitted Pans and, accsording to Sir Walter 
Scott, fa a v e rs m g the earth, os a comet does the sky working 
changes wherever he came,” he nmvod, on the 3rd of November, 
at Bayonne On the 5th, he advanced his hcad-quartoTB to "Vittona, 
where the civil and military authonbes of tho aty mot him ot tho 
gates, and would have conducted hnn to a palatial residence prepared 
for hnn, but the Emperor who saw that not a moment was to be lost, 
ohghtod from his horse at tho first urn he observed and, cal ling for 
maps writing motennls, and a detailed report of tho position of overy 
corps of tho French and Insurrcctioniiiy armies, instantly dictated a 
plon for tho futuro conduct of tho war, and ordered tho marshals 
and gcncmls of hii srato to them several posts Those arrangements 
were comp leted in about two hours, and next monung tho Imperial 
armies wore m motion for the conquest of tho Peninsula 

At thwi timo, there cnited three independent Spanish armies, 
owning no authority but that of their chiefs who, severally jealous 
of each other s power, and ninung perhaps, at more ambitious ol^ccts 
than tho mdoi>cndcnco of their country, neglected to concert their 
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opeiataons, but acted in all lespects upon then sepaiate mesponsible 
judgment In numbei alone weie these ainnes poweiM Tlieir 
nunieiical stiengtb •was one bundled and tlnity thousand men, but 
tliey -weie badly supphed with pio-wisions, ammunition, and othei 
necessaiies, and weie impatient of the lestiaints of legulai discipline 
Then commaudeis, too, weie men of httle expeiience, though of 
mdonntable piide and obstinacy, who would hsten to no advice oi 
suggestion, but chaiacteiized caution as cowaidice, and self-sufBciency 
as the height of coinage and heioism The tactics of such men 
weie not hkely to be of the highest oidei, oi to lead to such a dispo- 
sition of then foiccs as nught be deemed foi-midable by Napoleon 
Geneial Blake commanded the aiTuy of Gahcia, which lay extended 
along the western hontiei horn Bilbao to Bmgos, Castabos was at 
the head of die cential army, composed chiefly of Andalusian tioops, 
with his head-quaiteis at Soiia ; and Palafox, the defender of Zara- 
gossa, commanded the eastern division, consistmg of the soldiers of 
Arragon, whose Ime sti etched between Zaiagossa and Sanguessa 
The three armies thus formed a feeble crescent, of which the horns 
were advanced to the French hontiei, and the centre drawn back, 
so fai as to be scarcely capable of mamtauung a proper communication 
with either of the wmgs The blundei that had proved fatal to almost 
all the ainnes which had been opposed to Napoleon, was here 
repeated with additional absurdity A well combmed force of a 
thnd of the numbei m the hands of an able geneial, would have been 
moie effective than the whole Spanish aimy thus loosely disposed 
The Empeior perceived his advantage at a glance, and apprehensive 
of the approach of a less tractable foe, m the British army, which 
had recently expelled the Imperial tioops horn the kingdom of 
Portugal, he resolved to crush the insurrectionary forces by which 
his aimy of mvasion had been hitherto held at bay, before additional 
assistance could reach them His plan was to engage each corps 
separately, and after destioymg them, and ob taming possession of 
Madrid, to proceed, -without delay, to meet and attack the British 
in Portugal 

Soult pushed forward on the moimng of the 9th of November, 
against a di-vision of the army of Gahcia, which was posted at Bmgos , 
and after t akin g that town by assardt, pm sued the fugitives to 
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Reynoea ■where the mstirgents, hemg joined by Blake and the remnant 
of his corps, which had been defeated on the same day at Espinosa 
by General Victor, attempted to inako a stand, bat after a bnef 
and meffectnal resistance sought refnge among the mountnmB of 
I^eon Noy Lannes, and hXoncoy in the meantime, marched against 
CostaCos and Palafox who haying, united their forces, awaited the 
advance of the French at Tudola, where, on the 22nd, a battle 
was fought, and tho Spaniards were defeated with the loss of seven 
thousand men in killed and wounded, thirty cannon, and seven stand 
of colours, besides all their baggage provisions and ammnnition 
Castafios mth the wreck of his troops, fled towards Valonas, bnskly 
pursued by Ney and Palafox took the road to Zoragoasa, where he 
was followed, and once more hesaeged by tho mtropid Lannes 



Jsapolcon now prepared to take potscssuon of hlodnd, which tho 
defeat of Castanos had left unprotected, except by an army of newly 
nosed troops posted in tho pass of Somo-Sioira a mountain defile 
about ten miles from the aty which tho Spaniards bchcred to bo 
impregnable The Emperor might hare gone by way of Vtdiadobd, 
and thus have avoided any obstoclo but knowing tbo character of 
tho Spaniards, and tho impoTtnncc which they attached to local points 


SOMO-SIERKA 

lie Avas Avilling to coimiice tlicm that no icsistancc they could offei 
to the jiiogicss of liis aims 'U'as lilccly to avail them "li^Tiile Soult, 
therefore, vas detached to the -west to meet Gcneial Mooie, vdio had 
assmiicd the command of the Biitish hoops in Portugal, Napoleon, 
on the 20th of November, talong Avith him his biothei Joseph, 
advanced on the capital The naiiov goige of Somo-Sicna was 
defended by twenty thousand men and sixteen pieces of artillery, 
which completely swept the steep load in fiontof the position The 
march of the Fiench advanced guard was foi some time ariested by 
the well-sustained fiic fioni the battciics, and ncitlier the piesence 
of the Empeior liimsclf, noi the impetuous valour of the Guard, could 
overcome the vigorous resistance of the patriotic, but badly-directed, 
Spaniards Napoleon, howevei, ha-song advanced to the mouth of the 
defile, m the very teeth of the guns, at once conceived the possibihty 
of storming the pass by a daiing chaige of cavahy Ehazmski and his 
biave Pohsh Lancers were immediately ordered upon this perilous duty; 
and, eager foi distmchon, they galloped up the ascent, dashed over 
the entrenchments, and, in a few minutes, every obstacle was ovei- 
thio-vm The Piench aniiy passed over the bodies of then opponents, 
sabiing, at then pieces, the cannonieis who disdamed to fly The few 
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Spaniaids who escaped death, fled in the greatest disorder, m various 
directions — some takmg the road to Sego-via, others to Talavcia, and a 
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few only to iladnd From Somo-Sierra to the captal, scarcely a 
Spaniard waa to be seen during the march of the French- 

On the Irt of Oocembor, the Emperor a head-quarteru were estab- 
lished at San Angnstmo in the immediate neighbourhood of MadniL 
The inhabitants of that aty had been eight days occupied m preparmg 
for Its defence There were eight thousand regular troops m the 
place, and nearly forty thousand peasants from the surrounding 
country, who had, caught up the gallant war-cry of Palsfoi, and 
threatened the mvaders with war to the knife The govomment 
of the aty was vested m a supreme Jnnta, at the head of which wore 
placed Generals Iforla CasteDas, the commander of the Spanish 
regulars and Ynarte a nobleman whose patnotic professions bad 
captivated all classes The popnlabon of Madrid was m a state of 
dreadful commotion. The capture of the defile of Somo-Sierra had 
stneken terror to the stouteat heart, yet none ventured to speaL of 
rurrender It was a feeling of despair which possessed them and 
which vented itself in acts of violence and blood- Every person 
charged with favouring tho canso of France was oasaasiimtod by hia 
countoymen bands of men armed and accoutred like bngands 
patrolled tho streets night and day to detect and execute vengeance 
upon the suspected. The bcUe of the churches and convents tollod 
mcessantly the atuens shut up their shops and houses and assisted 
m nnpavmg the streets and rauang bamcadci the houses on tho 



skirts of tlio city were sectircd and looped holed for ran ketry and 
the whole population tolling day and mght, seemed to enneo a 
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dctcimination that Napoleon should hnd m Madrid a second Zaia- 
gossa 

At noon, on the 2nd of Decemhoi, the capital was simunoned to 
suiiondei , and had it not been foi CastcUas, the ofEcei who bi ought 
the message woidd have been torn in pieces by the mob In the 
evemng, "^lien die Fiench aitdleiy and mfantiy ainvcd, the city was 
on one side mvested Tlie night,” says Colonel Napiei, was deal 
and blight, die Fiendi camp was sdent and watcliful, but the noise 
of tumult was heard hoin every quaitei of the city, as if some mighty 
beast was stiugghng.and howhng in the toils ” At midnight, the city 
was agam summoned, and, shortly aftci wards, the battenes began to 
open On the 3id, the Buen Eetno, a palace winch had been foitified 
as a land of citadel, and the palace of the Duke of Medma Ceh, weie 
stormed, and the city a thud time summoned by the besiegers, when 
Moila, the govemoi, accompamed by Yiiarte, came out to request a 
suspension of arms, and to testify dien pemtence for the part they 
had taken in the msunection. Napoleon leceived them angrily, 
charged them with bad faith m not obseivmg the tieaty of Baylen, 
snffermg Frenchmen to be assassmated, and seizmg the Fiench squa- 
dron at Cadiz He peimitted Moila, howevei, to return to the city, to 
mge on his countiyinen the futihty of resistance, and to acquaint 
them with the favourable terms which the Empeioi was still wilhng 
to giant, on condition of mimediate capitulation The peasantry and 
common people continued to fiie on the outposts of the assailing army 
duimg the mght , but the civil authorities bemg unanimously of 
opmion, that the defence should be abandoned, the gates were thrown 
open, at eight o’clock, on the morning of the 4th, the Fiench took 
possession of the city, and the inhabitants were speedily disarmed 
Castellas, who, thioughout, had opposed the surrender, when he found 
that step decided upon, contrived to withdraw his troops and sixteen 
cannon, and to letieat m safety An irregular defence of one or 
two posts in Madrid, was kept up foi some time after the pubhc 
announcement of the capitulation , and when, at length, the peasantry 
saw that then efforts were m vain, they broke theur muskets, spiked 
their cannon, and rushed through the streets, fiantic with rage and 
despair At the pomt where the fiimg contmued, longest, it was found 
that the commander had been St Simon, a French loyahst enugrant. 
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who Tras accordingly ordered for trial by a military commission, but, 
at the mterceesion of hu daughter, the Emperor spared his hfe 
A few hours after the entrance of hia army Napoleon issued the 
foUowmg proclamafann to the Spanish people — “ You hare been 
misled by perfidious men who have engaged yon m an nselesa struggle 
For Bereral mondis yon hayo eopenenced aD the tmwfflnpw of snlgection 
to popular fectiom The defeat of your anniea him been little more 
than the niTarr of a few marches I have now entered Madrid, and 
the rights of war wonld justify me m mating a great example and 
washing ont m blood the mjnnes inflicted on me and my •nafi mi bnt 
I am still disposed to clemency In my proclamation of the 2nd of 
June, I told yon that 1 desired to be the regenerator of Spam. To 
the rights which were ceded to me by yonr ptmees of the last dynasty, 
yon have compelled me to add the right of conquest. That, however, 
has not changed my mchnation to serve you. I ftfil wuh to second 
what li generous m your efforts, and to bnng yon to a nght under 
standing of your true mterosts. 

'Spaniards! Your destmy is m my hands. Beject the poisons 
which the English contmae to spread among yon. AS who aro 
opposed to yonr greatness and prosperity I will destroy and I will 
break the fettora which weigh you down I hare already conferred 
on you a liberal constitution ha^^ exchanged m your behalf an 
absolute for a limited monarchy It depends on yourselrea whothor 
that constitution shall be abided by Should iH my exertions prove 
futfle and you refuse to respond to my confidence, it will only renuun 
for me to treat yon as a conquered people, and to place my brother 
on another throne I will xn that case, set the crown of Spam on 
my own heod and doubt not but I ■hall know how to make it 
respected by oil dosses, for God has given me both the will and tho 
power necessary to surmount all obstacles ** 

Such addresses, ho u or e r mscnsible tho Spaniards might htro 
appeared to thcor import at tho ttino thor were published, could not 
fha to produce great effects They created new and strange ideas, 
which working jn the mmds of (ho people, induced them to cnqmro 
seriously after tho practical significance of freedom and good gorem 
ment and thus br disturbmg tho reign of prejudice prepared them 
for mighty changes Tho natives of the Peninsula were satisfied for j 
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tlic time •\vitli tlicu ancient institutions, because tliey weie ignoiant 
that bcttci existed, but in tlic lepcatcd mention of constitutional 
and populai iiglils, and of the mtcicst of the people in the national 
administiation, tlicro mas ample food foi leflcction. It mas a bcginmng 
of knomlcdgc and of self-impoi tance, and these, becoming common in 
a country*, seldom fail to x’locuic foi it, in tlic end, the iccognition 
and establishment of riglit Thus Napoleon’s invasion of Spam, 
tliougli nuthout doubt un]ustifiablc in itself, by ci eating a inoic gencial 
mtercomse 'svidi England and Fiance — the most cmlizcd nations in 
the moild — and diflusiiig the pobtical enlightcimient of those countnes, 
mas a somce of lasting adiantage to all classes of the mhabitants 

The Empeioi, lianiig seemed the peaceable possession of jMadiid, 
seen the shops and theaties reopened, and enjomed the obseivance 
of strict discipline upon his soldiers, fixed Ins residence at a coimtry- 
house about form miles irom the capital called Chamaitin, mb ere he 
received the conegidoi and municipahty of the city, mho came to 
soheit that Kmg Joseph should resume the ciomn and government 
The haughty spuit by mluch Spam had been previously actuated, 
seemed to quail at the xnesence of the gieat Napoleon The reply 
of the vanqmshei to this comtly deputation, mas aftei*maids embodied 
m an Impenal edict. It ran as folloms: — ‘‘I regret the evils mhreh 
Madrid has endmed, and m order to save it and the cormtiy fiom 
still greater evils, and to leheve all classes fiom the pain of suspense, 
I have aheady adopted measmes for tranquilhzmg tire people I have 
preserved the lehgious orders by hmitmg the number of monies 
There is no man of sense mho docs not consider that they mere too 
nimieious. With the surplus revenues of the convents, I have 
provided for the mants of the cmates, mho form the most mdustnous 
and usefirl portion of the clergy I have abohshed the tribunal of 
the Inquisition, mhich Em ope and the age have denounced Pnests 
ought to duect the conscience, but not to exercise any external and 
corporeal jurisdiction over the people 

“ I have suppressed the rights usmped by the seigneuis [temtoiial 
lords], m the times of the civil mar. I have suppressed all feudal 
rights , and every person may henceforth establish inns, ovens, mills, 
nets and fisheries, and give free scope to his mdustiy The selfish- 
ness, the mealth and prospenty of a small number of men, aie more 



gatioii of the PenmiuLa. Hi» marshals and generals ^rere detpatchod 
into the vanoiu Spanish prormcef, which itill maintained t desnltoiy 
warfare against the French and Napoleon Vurnmlf prepared to follow 
and mpport Sonlt m hu march upon Lubom 

Sir John Moore had taken the command of the Bn&ah army m 
Portugal immediately after the battle of "Vimicro but, without ado 
quate rnpplies and proper instmctumj from his g uv enunent, unahlo 
to obtxun Botufactory intelbgence from the Spanish insurgents and 
bomg feebly supported by the factious and incompetent Portuguese 
rhipifH ho was compelled to remam near the coast till the begin 
mng of October, when his army numbering about twenty thousand 
men, was put in motion to march upon Madrid. A separate British 
corps of thirteen thousand men, arrived, about the same tunc, at 
Corufia, under Sir Dand Baird, and received orden to march through 
Gnliao, and effect a junction with the main army at Salamanca or 
VoUadohd The Portuguese, who wuro to have co-operated with tho 
English, were too much occupied with porsonal quarrels and mtngucs 
and too intent upon iclffsh gam, to afford what fadhtief they might 
to tho troop* which had been sent for their liberation and even tho 
Spaniards, as the British advanced mto thoir territory, seem to have 
conceived a suUcai jcolousy of their mtentioni, and repugnance to 
their interference ilcxiro had nothing tlicrcforc to depend on but 
Im own talents, and tho bravery and enthusiasm of his soldier* At 


BRITISH RETREAT 


lengtli, haTing advanced a few maiclies beyond Salamanca, and bemg 
jomed by Baird, be obtained intelligence of tbe defeat of Blake, 
Castabos, and Palafox, and tbe capture of Madiid , that Soult, witb 
an overwhelming army, was in bis fiont, and that ISTapoleon m person 
was advancing witb tbe utmost rapidity to cut off his communications 
with Poitugal, and inteicept bis letuin In this difficult situation, 
notbmg lemamed for tbe British aimy but a piecipitate letieat to 
tbe coast Tbe letrogiade maicb accoidingly commenced on tbe 
26tb of Decembei, towards tbe north-west of Spam, Tbe route lay 
through tbe mountamous pi evince of Gabcia, a tract of country but 
bttle known to tbe best infoimed among tbe officeis, wbeie tbeie was 
scaicely any tiace of loads, and it was impossible to piocuie pro- 
visions Tbe marches weie long and burned, tbe weather was dark 
and tempestuous, the ground coveied with half-melted snow, and tbe 
fords impassable. Tbe soldi eis, bom extreme pnvation and despau, 
became msuboidmate, straggled bom tbeir lanks to plundei and 
maltieat tbe inhabitants, whom they charged with cowardice and 
tieacbery, and who retaliated with tbe feiocity common to their 
character. An unusual numbei of women and cbildien bad accom- 
pamed tbe movements of tbe army, and then suffermgs augmented 
tbe boiTois of tbe tumultuous flight Tbe gi eater portion of these 
pensbed by the way, and at length tbe whole of tbe sick, tbe 
wounded, tbe baggage, and even the tieasiue chests, weie aban- 
doned to tbe Prencb, who weie ptusumg close m tbe lear Tbe 
soldieis seized every opportunity to piocure mtoxicatmg bguois, and, 
under tbe excitement of these stunulants, committed the most dis- 
graceful outrages, which, notwitbstandmg constant tbieats of punish- 
ment, were daily repeated 

Twice or thnce, when favomable positions offered, Moore baited, 
and gave orders to prepare for battle On these occasions, tbe Bntisb 
soldiery vmdicated their character for geneious heroism At tbe 
sound of tbe trumpet then courage and discipbne letumed, they 
' fell into tbeu ranks, tbe stragglers hastened up, and every counte- 
nance was reanimated at tbe prospect of a contest Soult, however, 
knowing tbe spmt as well as the condition of bis opponents, caiefully 
avoided a doubtful conflict, and tbe Engbsb contmued tbeu disastrous 
retieat to Coruna, where tbe transports, appomted to receive them. 
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rode at anclior Tho length of the retreat ■' 
hundred and fifty nulea and on arnrmg at h 
bad leaa than fifteen thousand men remaining 
On the 16th of January, 1809, while proptu 
for embarkutjon, Sonit appeared on the height 
lendorcd a batdo ^ a convention necessary t« 
Bntiah. Moore fchose the braver alteniatiTe 
m heavy colranns abont two o dock, in the afi 
for a tun© to have the advantage hut throngi 
meat and ofBcera the tide vras soon turned m £ 
The foo wni repulsed at bU points and the ei 
soldier* had destroyed their gmaiumtion and 
horses was ofiected mthout further molostatior 


DEATH OF MOORE 


mandei of the victorious ainiy_, howevei, fell on the field of his 
tnmnph “ "While earnestly ■vt\'itclimg the lesult of the fight neai 
the village of Elvina/’ says Colonel Napiei, Sh John was stiuck 
on the left bieast by a cannon baU, the shock tbiew him fiom his 
hoise with violence , he lose agam in a sitting posture — ^bis counte- 
nance unchanged, and his steadfast eye still fixed upon the regiments 
engaged in his ftont No sigh betrayed a sensation of pam , but m a 
few moments, when he was satisfied tliat the troops were gaining 
giound, his coimtenance brightened, and he suffered himself to be 
taken to the rear . . Several times he caused his attendants to stop 
and turn hmi round, that he might behold the field of battle, and 
when the firing indicated the advance of the British, he disco veied 
his satisfaction, and permitted the beaieis to proceed At mterwals 
he asked rf the enemy were beaten, and at length bemg told they 
were, observed, ^ It is a great satisfactron to me to knoiv that we have 
beaten the Erench’ . The battle was scarcely ended, when hrs 
cor-pse, wrapped m a mihtary cloak, was mterred by the ofiicers of his 
staff on the iampai*ts of the citadel of Conifia The gims of the 
enemy paid his funeral honours ; and Soult, with a noble feehng of 
respect for hrs valour, raised a monument to hrs memory ” 

Napoleon had come up with the aiiny engaged m pursuing Moore 
at Benevente, on the 29th of December , but, perceiving that the 
Enghsh were m full retreat, he halted at Astorga, where leavmg Ney 
wrth eighteen thousand men to secure the subjection of the sur- 
rounding country, and assignmg to Soult the contmued pursuit of 
the British, he returned towards Madrid In the course of t h is 
expedition, the Emperor fixed hrs head-quarters for a few hours at 
ToidesiUas, m the outer buildings of the convent of St Claue, m 
which died Jane the Foolish, mother of the Emperor Charles V 
The convent had been anciently a Moorish palace, and still con- 
tamed an excellent bath, two splendid saloons, and excellent con- 
seiwatones The Emperor inspected the buildmgs with more than 
ordmaxy curiosity, and was admitted to the presence of the venerable 
abbess, a lady seventy-five years of age, with whom he for some time 
conversed, and to whom, at his departure, he granted several favours, 
and a promise of protection for the benevolent sisterhood over which 
she presided 




SIcanvhiJc tho Frcncii arnuc* -xrcro orcrTwhcrc taccowfol- Tho 
immenio n’ombcr of soUicr* mdcctl, distributed tbroughoul tKc 
Fcxunaali^ could scarcclv fail trhcrcrcr they appeared to tupprwi 
ail oppeynUon* In tho tsnrni and atic* tho Juntas were dmolred 
and those TTho had exhibited the greatest Tiolcncc against the 
rovcrcignty of Jong Joseph, fled for refuge to the Bntuh ships or 
to the Spanish domuuoni la South Axacnca. The French howerer 
proceeded less violently than hod been gcncraUy ontiapated An 
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mimest)’’ Avas gi anted to all olTcndeis, ^Mtli but ten exceptions, on 
condition that tlic insurgents should iimncdiatcly lay down then amis, 
and take the oath of allegiance to the new King. Tins was ceitamly 
lenient, when it is rcnicinhcied that the Spaniaids had, in the fiist 
outbrealv of xiojiular fuiy, massacicd the Fiencli, notwithstanding 
that large numbcis of their nctinis w'cic nlioUy unconcerned in the 
invasion of the countiy, and in many instances had lesided thcie long 
before the hostile troops had crossed the fiontiei 

At ^^alladohd, whcie he was compelled, by tlie bad weather, to 
remain foi tivo or thicc days, the Empcioi icceivcd mtelhgence that 
induced him to abandon his piupose of letuiming to Madiid. The 
Austnan Gorennent, as has been pieviously mentioned, had mci eased 
Its regular foices, and organized an extensive militia, or Landiveh?. 
Napoleon, in anticipation of ulteiior events, had sought the mtervieW 
with Alexandei at Eidurth, m older prmcipally to keep the lattei' 
disengaged fiom any new coalition that imght be formed m the 
north under the auspices of England Theie had been some reason 
to suspect the smeenty of Bussia, she havmg been constiaaned to 
accept peace fi:Om France, and to sanction the estabhshment of the 
Contmental system, which, though but bttle attended to in piactice, 
occasioned consideiable embanassment to hei commeice, and was 
highly detrimental to the Bussian levCnUe. The meetmg at Erfurth, 
however, had the good effect of m akin g the designs of the Czar as 
gieatly suspected by England and Austria as by Napoleon Alex- 
andei was, iheiefore, not admitted to a knowledge of the mtrigUes 
then m progress. It is doubtful, indeed, whether he could, had he 
been mchned, have entered mto any new engagements at the period , 
his resources being not more than adequate to mamtam his still 
subsisting wai with Turkey, and one which he had recently provoked 
with Sweden, by the seizure of Finland 

Austria, with her customary want of pnidence and of accurate 
calculation, findmg that she was able to muster an army of not less 
than half a milli on of men, conceived herself strong enough once 
moie to grapple with her conqueror , and, accordingly, proceeded to 
assume a haughty tone, first towards the Prmces of the Bhenish 
Confederation m alhance with Napoleon, and, afterwards, to the 
French envoys ‘^She thought,” says Sir Walter Scott, ^‘that an 
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ojrportunity liad occurred of forcmg from Napoleon m his hour of 
weakneM wlmt alie had been compelled to surrender to him m hia 
hour of strength. The temptation presented by the withdraTral of 
the troops of Ansterlitx from the Gictrman temtones the absence of 
Napoleon m Spam and the opponbon he b»d there encountered, ttus 
not w be resisted by the polibcaans of Viennaj who orerrated their 
own strength, and probably exaggerated the impo r t a nce of the rererses 
which the Prench had sustained m Spam and J^ortug^ and, moro- 
orer, they reckoned upon larger supplies both of men and money 
from Great Bntam, than the result appears to hare warranted. The 
Emperor was anxious, however, to provoke a declaration of hostfliboa 
on the part of Napoleon, rather ibmx be the first to break faith. He 
had no hesitabon as to being the actual aggressor, but merely wisbod 
for an opportunity of TnaVmg jt appear otherwise to the world. One 
other considerabon #661118 to have had great weight with Anstna, 
The French Emporor would not be likely to qmt Spam m person 
tSl his conquest was #ecurod and thero wa# httle doubt but England, 
having chosen that field for her exertions, would for some tzme to como 
giro him ihlJ occupation. Napoleon, howertir like his iavonDte poef 
Osaisai, loved scenes of stnie and danger, and when the tempest raved 
wildest around him his energios and resources were best brought into 
action. The French had carefully abstained fiom seeking n broach with 
Austria, for Napoleon wished to see tho Peninsula wholly freed from 
the English, and tho people at peace under their new Kin g, before ho 
embarked m any firesh undertaking, but they could have known httio 
of his character, who deemed him capable of liste ning to the blast of 
tho war tmmpot without heedmg its summons Ho no sooner heard 
that tho Landwehr was called out, that French despatches had been 
sored and opened in the Austrian dominions and appeals to the 
patriotism of tho GermanB issued from Vicuna, than ho commenced 
his prcparaboni for war 

In tho meantime, the Emperor suppressed a convent of Donum 
cans, at Valladolid, where a French solhcr bad been assassmoted, and 
his body found in tho vaults of tho building The monks, to tho 
number of forty, were called into tho Imperial presence and bitterly 
reproached for tho base murder they hod committed In a moment 
of exatement Napoleon walked mto the midst of tho * pious fatbers 
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alonCj ■s\’lieii scvcial of tliciii kneeled to Imn, and kissed nis 
Humiliation Had tHcre been one tine monk among tbe 
says Hazlittj “ tbe scene might Have ended drffeiently ” ^ 

It "was at Yalladobdj also, that Napoleon met tbe Abb^ de ^ 

■who bad just quitted Madrid Tbe Emjieior spoke to bim 
state of tbe country, and tbe dctciimned opposition offeied 
Spamards to tbe estabbsliment of a government infinitely moie f ^ 
and better adapted to secuie tbe prosperity of tbe Pemnsula^^ 
that foi •which the inhabitants contended Tbe disafiTection ( 
people seems to have astonished him Tbe Abb6 solved tbe pr 
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by a reference to the fkrco, m which the wife of Sganarelle quarrels 
with a stranger for attempting to hinder her husband from beating 
her Napoleon laughed, and said, " Well, I did not Imow what Spam 
was It is a finer country tbgn I ttiought it. I have made Joseph 
a more valuable present tbtm I had dreamed o£ Before quitting 
the city, the Emperor conferred several lavours npon a Bonedictmo 
brotherhood which, durmg the height of tho msurrection, had con 
cealed and freflitated the escape of several wounded JPrench soldiers, 
when sought out for slaughter by the rnsurgent*. The reaidenti of 
tbia monastery chiefly devoted ttiemselves to spiritual exerascs and the 
cultivation of literature to which humanising avocations probabty, 
m^ be escribed the absence of the sangnmary spmt by which most 
of their countrymen were actuated. 

The last puhho act of Napoleon, in Spam, was to declare hia brother 
Joseph Generahseimo of the FreD<h frtrees in the Peninsula and 
having done this he set off on horseback towards Pans with such 
extraordinary haste, that he is said to hare performed the joamey to 
Burgos a distance of seventy five Enghah mOee, m five hours and a 
>ialf. This almost moedlhle rapidi^ and the change of route from 
Madri d to Bayonne, begat many surmises as to the cause but rt was 
not long ere the true reason transpired. He omvod at Pans on tho 
23rd of January, 1809 
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T the tune of the meeting between the 
^ Alhed Sovereigns at Erfuit, Francis had 
written to Napoleon, to assure him of the 
good disposition of Austna “ I joyfully 
embrace the opportunity,” said the writer, 
“ of yomr Lnpenal Majesty’s approach to 
my frontier, to renew the expression of 
that amity and high esteem which I have 
pledged to you j and I send my Lieutenant-general, Baron de Ymcent, 
to convey to you. Sir, my bi other, the assurance of these unalterable 
sentiments If false interpretations, circulated regaidmg the intenoi 
01 game institutions of my monarchy, have, for a moment, mduced 
doubts respecting the smeenty of my intentions, the eiqplanations of 
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Cotint Mettemicli to your Majesty s minister 'will Imre entirely 
removed them. Deign to accept my assurance of unalterable 
attachment and consideration In dvilued states it has been wisely 
ordered that the Monarch should descend as seldom as to 

the busmesB of diplomacy m order that he might not be suspected 
capable of practtsuig the same dupbaty as a mere minister who has 
a leas sacred character to mwintiUTi, The repeated mstancea of gra 
tmtouB regal perfidy exhibited towBr48 Napoleon, might nriBleafl us to 
suppose that SovertngiiB conceivod treachery to bo Rmnng their special 
prerogativea, but for our knowledge of the feet, ^hot tbe sophists of 
the day had decided, tbai: no offence agamst virtue or honesty was 
committed by any breach of faith or want of candour towards 
the common enemy of Europe Justico 'was outraged only when 
Napoleon disr^arded it Truth had a two-fold sigmficance, as 
apphed for or against him the most solemn treaties 'were esteemed 
but as waste parchment, when th^ contained stipulationi m favour of 
the Corsicsai Soldier of Fortune ** The whole code of monihty 
seems to ha're been resolved mto Ic^Unnacy and its opposite 

The French Emperor although he could not feil to see and feel the 
operation of this new doctrme, seldom took advantage of his Imow 
' ledge to demand feom hii enemies better pledges than their wo r th 
Thns he had dealt with Austria and Bnssia and thus even as far u 
! hii personal mterest ■was concerned^ "With Prusua and, notwith 
standing his bemg now perfectly aware of tho intngucs on foot agnmst 
his authonty, and his own conviction and that of the French pcopio 
generally that tho terms granted after tho 'victory of Austerhts had 
boon too fevourablo to tho enemy nothing could mduco him to bo 
first m brooking tho engagements into 'which he had 'voluntarily 
entered. In order however that Francis might not imagine that he 
was tho dope of tho shallow artifices resorted to by tbo Austrian 
Cabmet to di^uisc its proparabons ho replied to the Emperor s 
letter, m a tone somewhat morn expostuWory than tho co mm u m cation 
itself might have seemed to rcqmra " I thank your Imperial and 
Eoyal Mojesty " ho said, for tho letter you have been pleased to 
wntc I never entertained a doubt of your Majesty’s honourable 
intentions j but, for a moment, I was not without fear of beholding 
hostilities renewed between us There is at Vienna a faction which 
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aflccts ajiprchcnsioii, iii oidci to piccipilatc join Cabinet into violent 
ineasuics, 11*111011 vill be llie cause of niisfoi tunes groatci than any 
that have picccdcil As mastei, I 11 as m a condition to have dis- 
nicinberod your Majesty’s nionaicby, 01, at least, to have left it less 
poMcrful I desued not fliib "tlHiat yoiu einpuc is, it is tlirough 
niy forbearance j a pi oof that I haie no fuithei designs against your 
territories I am cicr icadv to guaiantce the micgiiij of youi 
enipiic, and to imdeitakc nothing adicise to the gieat uiteiests of 
your realm Yoiu ^Majesty, bon ever, must not agam bimg under 
discussion ivhat has been settled by a nar of fifteen yeais’ duration 
Eici)*tlung tending to intciiupt tianqmllity ought to bo avoided 
Youi last Iciy might have jnovoked hostditics, had I ajipiehendcd, 
in these prepaiations, a combination vntli Russia I had reason to 
bebeve, -when ive concluded the Ticaty of Picsbmg, tliat our affaus 
veie settled foi ever , and that I might bend my -whole attention to 
the mantime wai, -without being opposed 01 disti acted Let youi 
IMajesty distrust those -who, by constantly speaking of the dangers of 
your monarchy, disturb yom o-wn peace and that of youi family and 
people They alone arc to be feared — they alone evoke the dangers 
they pretend to dread. 

“By an upnght, frank, and candid bearing, your Majesty -will 
seciue to yoiu subjects and yourself, tliat happmess of ivhich, aitei 
so many troubles, there must be much need, and be assmed of ha-vmg 
m me a man decided never to undertake anything against your 
interests Let yoiu conduct shew confidence, and it "will be returned 
The best pohey in these days is smcerity and truth Let me beseech 
you to explain any causes of uneasiness as they occur I -will 
instantly dissipate them Let your Majesty permit me one word 
more — You should be guided by your o-wn judgment — your o-wn 
feehngs, they are much better than those of your advisers I entreat 
you to consti-ue my letter m good part, and to discover no thin g therem 
which is not for the welfare and tianqiulhty of Em ope, and of your 
Majesty ” 

Napoleon’s unlooked for letm-n to Pans disconcerted the pioj'ects 
of the Austrians by compelling a premature declaration Mettemich, 
for some time, endeavomed to evade the subject, by explammg that 
the preparations of his government were merely defensive, and that 
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tile iii5iiUb ■which had been ofFered to the Prmcea of the Confederabon, 
and to French sulgects m AnstziB, -were nnanthonied by the Conrt 
-Ho pronufled that these gnovances shonld be redressed, and the 
ofiondera pnmahed but after three months ■wasted m frmtlees n^o- 
aation, during which the Axchdnie Charles, who had been pla«d 
once more at the head of his brother s forces had organued and 
disposed his troops, the French Minster, in tho beginning of April, 
communicated to the Senate the apprehensions H n w i m g of tn almost 
immediate 'war Austria, The Legislature ■without h<>n t"t io n 

Toted a new conwmqpbon of forty thonsand Tnmi, and presented an 
address to the Emperor, approymg his exertions for tho pre s erva tion 
of peace, and his precantions against bemg surprised by hostilities 
onginating in the machinations of insidicnie foes. 

In the meantime, Austria had actually commenced the ■war no^ 
however, by a hold manifesto agamst France, but against the Prmces 
of the Eheniah Confederation, The annonncemoiit ■was contamod m 
a note addressed by Prmce Charles to the General m-chief of tho 
French troops m Bavana, on the 9th of April, and oonchod m the 
following terms — ®Accordmg to a dodanhon of hiM Majesty tho 
Emperor ofAnstns to the Emperor Napoleon, I adrertase the French 
General in-chia^ that I have orders to advance into Bavana ■with tho 
troops tinder my command, and to treat as enemies all trho aluill oftor 
resistance.” 

A copy of this note was mstantly farwarded by cotzncr to Strasburg 
and thence by tel^raph to Pans Napoleon received tho mtoHigcnco 
on tho 12th of April at SL Cloud, and two hours afterwards set out, 
■without gnardi or eqmpagc, and almost ■without sttendmts, for tho 
scene of operstioni The Empress Josephine accompanied him os 
far as Stras burg On 10th, the Emperoris head-quorfen "wero 
at DHlcngcii, tvhere he met tho IHng of Bavana, to whom ho prt>- 
miscd tho restoration of Munich, whence he had ;art been dnren ly 
tho Archduke, ■within fifteen days. On tho 17th Napoleon advanced 
to Donawert, where ho published the following bncf but cnergobe 
additw to tho army — ^ Soldiers I Tho temtory of the Confederation 
has been violated, Tho Austrian General commanded us to flee 
tho I ' cry aipcct of hm arms, and to abandon oar Allies I am hero 
■with tho speed of lightning 
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“Soltlicis ! I ^ras siuiounclccl by you, llic Austiian Sovcieigii 
came to my bivouac in iMoia^aa You tlicii iicaid liim imploic my 
clemency, and sv'oai' to me tlie fiicndship of a biotbei Vanqmsbcis 
in tliree ivai-s, to om gcnciosity Ausina owes ciy tiling. Tluice 
is she per]uicd' Oui past success aflbids a pledge of the •\uctory 
tliat now awaits us Forwaid, then, and at om picsence let om 
enemies acknowledge tlieir conqueiois*” 

Tlie effect of this pioclamation is said to have been immense 
Seveial of the Pnnees and a laigc poition of the people of the North 
of Germany weic jiicpaimg to use agamst the Fiench, and to jom 
in hbeiatmg then comitiy. The ccleiity of tlie Empeioi’s motions, 
howevei, made hmi seem almost ubiquitous, while his determination 
and the amazmg extent of lus lesomces stiuck tciioi to all whose 
calculations had been based upon oidmaiy jnoceedmgs The dull 
and supeistitious Gennans, who had not yet compionused themselves, 
weie awed mto submission, and tliose who weie actually in arms 
felt sore imsgiimgs as to the event It has been asseited, on 
good. authority, that the Aichduke Chailes hunself was not whoUy 
fi.ee fiom the phantasy, that it was useless to oppose Napoleon till his 
destmy should be accomphshed The lapidity of the Fiench, mdeed, 
might well have alaimed then opponents At no pievious tune had 
Napoleon made such exertions Troops, gathered fiom the very 
extremities of the emxiiie, were bi ought up as by magic The 
German contingent came forth fieely. The reermts of the con- 
scription were laised, equipped, and marched to the scene of action 
with such despatch, and m such good ordei and disciphne, that they 
seemed to have become veterans at once The foe was half paralyzed 
ere a blow was struck 

The Austrian foice had been divided mto mne coTyjs (Taimde, 
consistmg of thirty thousand soldiers each, besides an immense 
reserve, which biought up the numbeis opposed to Napoleon to 
nearly five hundred thousand troops Of these, the Archduke John 
had marched two divisions towards Italy, and Prmce Ferdmand a 
thnd mto Gahcia, while Chailes himself crossed the Inn with the 
six lemammg corps, to mam tarn the conflict with the grand army of 
Napoleon The French troops did not exceed forty thousand men, 
and those which the Confederation placed at the disposal of then 
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Protector, amoimted probably to fifty thousand. Had Charlea known 
how to avail himeelf of his immense advantage*, Germany to the 
Ehme, might have been freed fixnn the presence of the French ore 
Napoleon had appeared in the fidd. As it was the Emperor, by a 
senes of combmationj more masterly than any even that he had yet 
produced, was enabled in less than the fifteen days, which in his 
promise to the King of Bavana he had assigned to his operatians, 
totally to defeat the overwhelming masse* which had previously 
threatened him. 

On amving at Houawert, he found that his line was too much 
extended between Augsburg and Batasbonne and so enfeebled m the 
centre that, had the Austnans pushed on, the consequences would, 
in oil probabOity have proved fiital to the French army, by cutting 
it m two, and mtercopting its supphes and conmnmicatiCFns Phis was 
an error which Napoleon sought instantly to roctify, alarmed at tho 
possibility of tho Archduke ■ perceiving it in tune to turn it to 
account Orders were despatched, on the 17th of April, to Ifossena, 
who commanded the right wing to advance by a Utetral march from 
Augsburg to P&ffenhofen and to Havonst who led tho lef^ to 
approach tho Ime of the centre by a gimilsr movement fiom Batisbonne 
to Nenstadt The Emperor m person, marched forward with tho 
centre to occupy the mtervening spiace between the other dinaions 
These dflimg manoeuvres commenced on the morning of tho 18th 
Havouit had about mght and Massona twelve or thirteen leagues to 
march to their rospcctivo rcndeivous Nopoloon, after allowing tuf 
fiaent tune for tho opcrationf of his marshals, advanced against tho 
Archduke Xiouis and General TTilT /rr who commanded two divisions 
of Pnneo Charle* s army PTio Austrians were ottaclccd and defeated 
m two engagements on tho some day — those of Plaffcnhofcn and 
Tann. On tho 10th a brilliant action took place at Passing, when 
tho Tentbie 57th, commanded by tho bravo Colonel ChamAro 
justified its designation by attacking and defeating m succession six 
Anstnan rcgnncnti, which endeavoured to dispute its march 

On the 20th Napoleon mode o sudden assault upon Pnnee Loms 
and Hiller at Abcnibcig Tho enemy stood their ground for tome 
time with detomuned bravery hut, during tho battle Darouit come 
up on their nght flank and, almost at tho same moment 3I*»cnn 




appeared in then leai, caiTying deatk and panic thiough the Austnan 
rants. The Aichduke_, and such of his tioops as could extiicate 
themselves_, fled in teiToi flom the field, leaving the Erench in pos- 
session of eight stand of colorus, twelve pieces of cannon, and eighteen 
thousand prisoners The movement on Abensherg was spoken of by 
Napoleon, m aftei years, as the finest of all his mihtaiy conceptions 
Whether viewed as to its immediate or remoter consequences, it was 
equally important The Emperor had not only out-manceuvied Prmce 
Charles by concentrating his forces, so as to make them superior on 
any given pomt of action to their opponents , but, by his celeiaty, he 
had once more appalled the Austrians, and deranged all the operations 
of then Chief 

On the 21st, the fugitive troops of Hiller and Loms, havmg rallied 
upon a fresh division of their countrymen, were overtaken at Land- 
shut, and again routed with immense loss In this battle. General 
Mouton, at the head of a column of grenadiers, charged across one of 
the bridges of the Iser, which the enemy had set on fire, and one end 
of which was entirely enveloped m flames, and, after a sangumary 
struggle, the Eiench obtained possession of the town. Here the 
Austrians lost thnty pieces of cannon, nme thousand pirsoneis, and 
all their ammmution and baggage 

Immediately after this engagement, Napoleon received mtelligence 
of the movements of Prmce Charles,- which mduced him to move 
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forward witliout delay toward* B<iti8boim&. The Austrian mam 
army numbering upwards of a hundred thousand men was strongly 
posted at Eckmuhl but the skiliul combmations of the Emperor 
rendered the numoncal snpenonty of the Archduke unavailing The 
whole French army marching by different route*, was brought to 
hear upon the Auitnana at the same moment, thu* distracting 
their ottentian end paralyzing their ezertian* Napoleon charged, 
at about two m the afbzmoon of the 22nd ond, oAor a fight of 
upwards of five hoars the Austrian* were dislodged from thcar 
entrenchments, and sustained a complete defeat. Pnnee Charles, on 
qmtting the ground, left twenty thonsond pruoncrs, fifteen colours, 
and nearly aH his artillery, m the hands of Napoleon Hus hattlo 2 * 
smd to have been one of the most •cicntific ever fought " tho divmoas 
appearing on the field, each m its due place and order, o* regularly 
0 * tho movements of tho various piece* m a game of chet* At night 
fall tho Austrian* fled m the utmmi disorder, losing a great number 
of men by tho way through thmr own unpetno®^ and tho vigorous 
pursuit of tho French The Axchdnko Charles was saved by tho 
speed and strength of lus horse only 

On the 23rd, tho victonoa* army presented itwlf before the gat« 
of Ratisbonno and after a bnef summon* to •urrender tho place 
commenced tho assault. A breach woa speedily effected in tho 
ancient walls of tho aty but dio enemy** fire upon this pomt 
was so well sustained, that volunteer* could not be found to maho 
the attack, ilarshal Lanne* at moment scisod a ladder and. 
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lushing forwaid, feed it liiniself against the walls “ I will shew 
you,” he exclaimed, “ that youi Geneial is still a gienadiei.” The 
soldieis followed him, the wall was scaled, and the fight lenewed m 
the sheets of the city, wheie some of the habitations, by accident oi 
design, wcie speeddy set on file In the midst of the stoim of shot 
and flame which now laged aiound, a body of Fiench rushed foiwaid 
to chaige a column of Austiiaus, that still letained possession of the 
outlet of a biumng sheet Then piogiess was mterrupted, foi a 
moment, by some waggons belonging to the German ham The 
French were about to lemore them mto the neighbouihood of the 
blazmg houses “ Let them alone,” shouted the Austrian com- 
mandant to the French officer , they aie tumbrils of powder If 
the flames leach them, both aimies must pensh ” The conflict ceased 
for a time, and the soldiers on each side occupied themselves m 
removing the ammumhon flom the scene of danger , and then 
resumed their own less certain if not less speedy work of deshuchon 
Fmally, the Aushians were driven fiom the town, leavmg their 
cannon, baggage, and eight thousand piisoneis m the hands of the 
victors 

Napoleon, who had hunself duected the attack, was wounded in 
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the right foot hy a miutet ball ' It must hare been a Tyroleee,” he 
exclaimed, ‘ who has struck me from such a distance Those feUows 
fire with wonderful precasion ** The officers around remonstrated 
with him, for exposing his person so heedleaslj “ What can I do 
he rephed,— “ I must needs see how matters go on. At the report, 
that the Emperor had been wounded, the alarmed soldiars thronged 
around him, to enquire the nature and extent of his mjury, which 
rendered Napoleon so impatient to satisfy all of his safety, tbut: he 
would scarcely suffer his foot to be dressed, ere he remounted his 
horse and rode along the hues to restore confidence Nerer was the 
customary greeting of the troops, " Vrre I’Empereur I ” giren with 
more animated enthnaiasm than on tlm occaaion. 

Ihe original aspect of the war was now entirely changed. He 
French, who a few days before been haughtily ordered to depart 
fi-om Germany were everywhere victonons while Ansbia, which 
had engaged m the contest from hatred to Napoleon, and m the hope 
of conquest m hu absence was again reduced to the necessity of 
■trugglmg for n afac m a l existence "At no pcnod m his momentous 
career cays Sir Walter Scott, did the gemui of the Emjioror 
appear more completely to prostrate aB opposition at no tune did tho 
talonts of a single mdiTidoal exerase such an infioence on tho fato 
of the muverso The forces which he had m the field had boon not 
only unequal to thoso of tho enemy, but they woro in a military 
pomt of view ill placed and imperfoctly comhmed. Napoleon arrived 
alone, found himself under all these disadvantages, and, hy his almost 
unassisted genius, came, in the course of five days, m complete 
triumph out of a struggle whioh onginaDy boro a character so 
unpromiiing It is no wonder that others should have annexed to 
hii person tho degree of tuperstlbous influence clnimod lor tho chosen 
Instruments of destiny, whose path must not bo crossed, and whoio 
arms cannot be arrcftcd.” 

On tho 24th Napoleon reviewed his troops, and distributed honours 
and rewards with a liberal hand among those who had most distin 
gmahod thomsolvcs during tho brief campaign. Bestowing tho cross 
of tho liCgion of ITonour on a soldier of tho Guard, tho Emperor 
jiausod for a moment, if recollecting tho countenance before him 
and enquired tho mans name "Tour Majesty ought to know it ” 
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replied tlie yeteian^ “since, wlien you -were in extremity anud tlie 
Syiian deseit, it was I wlio gave you watei fiom my flask ” Napo- 
leon was luglily gratified at the recognition; and, stnkmg the soldier 
familiarly on the cheek, said, “ I make you a knight, witib. an anmuty 
of twelve hundred fiancs, hut what will you do with so much 
money?” — “Diink noth my comiades,” answered the guardsman, 
“ to the health of him who is so necessary to us ” Davoust was 
created Prmce of Eckmuhl, and the other generals and officers, 
according to their respective services, received additions of lank, oi 
gratuities in money or estates On the same day, the following 
address was issued to the troops — “Soldiers I You have justified 
my anticipations, and have supphed the place of numbers by your 
bravery You have gloriously marked the distmction which exists 
between the soldiers of Caesar and the armies of Xerxes In a few 
days we have triumphed m the three battles of Tann, Abensberg, 
and Eckmuhl, and m the engagements of Peissmg, Landshut, and 
Batrsbonne A hundred pieces of camion, forty colours, fifty thousand 
prisoners, three thousand baggage-waggons, and all the regimental 
tieasure-chests, have been gained by the rapidity of youi marches 
and by your courage. The enemy, mtoxicated by a pei^ured Cabmet, 
seemed no longer to have preserved a remembrance of you You 
have promptly restored them to reason, and have shewn yourselves 
more terrible than ever But lately, the Austrians crossed the Inn, 
and mvaded the territory of our Alhes, flattermg themselves that they 
should be able to cairy the wai into the bosom of our own country; 
to-day, defeated and terror-stricken, they aie flymg m disorder 
Already have my advanced guard passed the Inn m less than a 
month we shall be m Vienna ” 

On the 25th, the King of Bavana, accordmg to the promise of 
Napoleon, le-entered his capital of Munich, thus twice restored to 
his throne by the finendship of the Emperor In the meantime, the 
Archduke Charles retreated precipitately with the broken remnant of 
his army mto the mountainous defiles of Boherma, hopmg, peihaps, 
by this course to draw the attention of the French fi:om Vienna, which 
was mcapable of making a protracted defence The Emperor, how- 
ever, knew that the chief resources of the Austrians lay in the seat 
of government , and that the capture of that city would bnng the wai 
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to a close much more apecdily than a mere fuccewiou of victonea, 
howrer brilliant. He, fhere&re, directed hi* march upon the 
capital, detenmned, bj a second occupatioii of that aty, to compel 
Franoa to me once more for peace 

On the 30th of April, the Emperor slept at Burghansen, where 
the Countees d Armanaperg waited on hnn to STq>phcato the delirery 
of her husband, whom the Amrtnana had earned tvrsy prisoner on 
account of hu admiration of Napoleon, and condemnation of the 
aggreasiTO war conducted by the government of hia own conntry 
agamst Trance On the l«t of the Imperial head-gunrtem 

were at Held, where the Emperor himself arrived during the mght. 
On the 3rd, the French van amved before Ebersberg where the 
wreck of the corpa of the Archduke Fouis and General Hiller rem 
forced by a strong body of their countrymen, had posted themselvea 
m the village — which was defended by a strong castle — and along 
the steep and rocky banks of the unfbrdable nver Trann A imgle 
hndge communicated with this position which wai bo weD guarded 
by cannon sj to appear altogether impregnable HDler had with 
him nearly thir^ hre thousand soldien and hu ol^ect was to 
msintam himself m hu dofencea dll he should be able to renew his 
communicBtions with the Archduke Charles, and concert measures 
far covering Viemm, by defending the course of the Paaubo 

General Claiap^de, at the heed of his diTinon, which formed part 
of Oudmot s corps, and consisted of about soren thousand men, begin 
the attsek, and, amid a tempest of bullets, charged across the bndgu 
into tho town. The enemy, m order to dislodge their opponents, set 
the place on fire, and the houses, bang chiefly constructed of wood, 
the flames spread with tho utmost rapidity, and soon enrejoped tho 
whole Tillago, oyfffndmg tb tho lails of tho bridge. Tho firo arretted 
tho progress of Bttn^ros, who bud just passed tho nrer with tho 
cavalry to sustain CIsnrpWe Tho latter, bong thus cat off from 
support, was compoDod duniig three houn to mam tarn hii groimd 
ogiunst tho combined efforts of tbo Austrian army At length, 
however, a psssogo was forced through tho midst of tho flames and 
Generals Lo Grand and Ihirosnd coming up on different points tho 
enemy abandoned their position, and fled in utter disorder Tho 
French soldiers m this engagement performed prodigies of valour and 
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accomplislied then object with compaiatively insignificant loss — only 
thiee bundled lulled and six hundred wounded The Austrians lost 
twelve thousand men, of whom about seven thousand five hundred 
were prisoners Hiller’s routed troops retreated to Enns, the bridge of 
which they burnt, to prevent pursuit, and afterwards contmued then 
flight along the left bank of the Danube, hopmg to form a junction 
with the mmy of Prmce Charles Hapoleon, m the bulletm published 
upon the occasion, thus speaks of the battle of Ebeisbeig ^‘Ihe 
division of General Claiapede covered itself with glory The impe- 
tuosity of the tuailleur battahons fixed the attention of the whole army 
The bridge, the town, and the natural defences of Ebeisberg, will be 
durable monuments of French bravery The future traveller will 
pause and exclaim, It was here, notwithstanding this superb position, 
this difficult bridge, and strong castle, that an army of thiiiy-five 
thousand Austrians was defeated and dislodged by seven thousand 
Fienchmen ’ ” 

Tire Emperor slept on the 4th of May, at Enns, m the castle of 
Count d’Awespcrg, and, on the 6th, established his head-quarters 
at the celebrated abbey of Molck, the cellars of which, durmg the 
campaign of 1805, had fuimshed to the army several milhons of 
bottles of vine On an emmence, a short distance horn Molck, m 
the dncction of Vienna, the rums of the castle of Diemstem were 
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pomtod out to NapoIeoTi, ■ff'lio sudden]^ dreir hu bndlo, and sistiming- 
a meditatiTe air remained for some time gamig’ abstractedly on the 
remains of the anaent fortrees * Behold,” he said at length, turning 
to I jan n es, who accompanied him, “ the prison of Bichard Cobut do 
Lioru He, liko ns, went to Syria and Palestine The Lion heart, 
my brave T ^a nn es, was not braTor than thon, though more fortunate 
than I, at St. J ean d Acre A Huhe of Austria sold hrm to an 
Emperor of Germany, who abut him up yonder Those were times 
of barbanam how different from onr ayilixation ! It been soon 
how I treated the Emperor of Anatna, when I could have made bim 
my prisoner Ah, well I I whall agam treat him m the same way 
Yet It IS not I who will this but the age Crowned heads must now 
be respected. A conqueror m a stronghold 1 ” "^^en Napoleon thus 
reasoned, he forgot that the legitimate SovermgnB of Europe were 
warring against the very mrihsation to which he allnded, and that, 
consequently their proceedmgs were not Hkcly to bo influenced by 
its dictates The genius of the nmeteenth oentnry, says a French 
writer, " governed the proceedings of the Emperor at the hironack of 
Austerlitz the barbarism of the middle ages consigned him to the 
roch of St. Helena. 

On the 8th of May the French head-qnarters were at SU Poltcn 
and on the 10th, the aty of Vienna was invested. Tho Archdnko 
Maaamilian, brother of the Empress, was gOTcmor of tho capital, and 
made all tho preparations m his power to resist tho enemy but tho 
troops under his command wore not sufficiently nxunorona to defend 
the city, the extensive fortifications of which could not bo properly 
manned without a large army The atixons, howorcr, at tho call of 
tho y nu n g Pnnco, rcadfly assumed arms, and fired on tho French 
advanced posts which, notwithstanding, were established m tho 
conrso of the day in tho mbnrbs. Napoleon on tho morning of tho 
11th, summoned tho garrison to surrender but tho bearer of tho 
message was refused ndnuttxmcc within tho wnDa, and maltreated and 
nearly murdered by tho populace of tho fiinbourgt. Batlencs were 
thou speodfly erected near tho ramparts, and a heavy bombonhnent 
commenced. In a short time, tho whole aty appeared to bo In 
flames and the inhabitants m the utmost consternation entreated 
tho ArcbdolkO to abandon oil attempts at defence lest the capital 





slioxild be entirely destioycd The Empeior and Empiess of Austiia 
had quitted the place on the approach of the Eiencli, and letned to 
Buda in Hungaiy Tlie Aichduchess hfaiia Lomsa, -who ■was con- 
fined to hei chambei by illness, alone of the Iinpeiial Eaimly lemamed 
in Vienna A sho-wer of bombs was at first dnected on the palace, 
but as soon as Napoleon was informed of the situation of the young 
Prmcess, he oideied that quaitei to be s^iaied, and the deadly 
missiles to be poured m other duecbons It need scaicely be 
added, that this Aichduchess was the same who, a few months latei, 
became Empiess of Fiance 

During the night of the 11th, Prmce Majrfmihan, perceivmg that 
resistance was hopeless, and fearmg, from some French moyements 
which had been lepoiled to him, that a division of Napoleon’s army 
was about to cross an arm of the Danube, and thus cut off his letieat, 
evacuated the city with the troops of the hue and landwehi, leavmg 
General O’Peilly to sign a capitulation on the follo'vving day At 
six o’clock m the morning of the 13th, Oudmot, at the head of his 
gienadiers, took possession of the Austrian capital Napoleon did not 
enter the city, but once more established his head-quarteis at the 
palace of Schonbrunn, whence he immediately issued the following. 
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order of tlie day — “ Soldiers 1 A montli after the enemy had passed 
the Inn, on the same day at the same hour you haye entered Vienna- 
Their landwehrs their lenea en fTUUXS, their ramparts created by die 
impotent rage of the Prmcea of the honse of Lorraine, hare been 
tillable to abide yonr mere loola The Pnncef of that honse hare 
aibandoned their capital , not as soldiers of honour, T^ho yield to the 
circumstances and reyerses of trar bnt liVp perjured men pursued hy 
them own remorse Flymg from Vieima, their adieus to the inhabit 
ants haye "been murder and conflagration- Lite Medea, they haye 
strangled them children with them own hmdw. 

'' Soldiers I The people of Vienna, to use the words of the depu- 
tation from its suburbs, disheartened and abandoned, will become- the 
objects of your attention- I take under my especial protection all the 
peaceable inhabitants as to turbulent and wicked men, I shall make 
them examples of justice. Soldiers 1 Be tmd to the poor peasants— 
to thoso honest persons who have so much right to your esteem. Let 
us chensh no pnde of success but only behold thoiem a proof of 
that dmne justice which punishes the ungrateful and the peijurcd. 

It seems certam, that when he wrote this proclamation, Napoleon 
entertained no thought of sohating a daughter of the " ungrateful 
and pequred” Emporor of Austria in maxnage or his expressions 
would have been less pointed and msultmg 

The Archduke Charles, though he had been unablo to prevent the 
•fall of Vionna, now hastened, hy forced marches, to rohevo it — 
gathering additional troops from all quarters m his advance. His 
approach was by the left bank of tho Danube That nver was swoln 
by spring rams and the meltmg of the snow m the mou n tai n s, and 
its bridges had been all broken by Pnneo Maximilian in his retresL 
It formed, therefore an apparently nnpaasablo bomcr between tho 
hostilo armies. This was greatly m favour of the Austrian General, 
who expecting to be jomed by his brothers, and bemg well supphed 
with pronsions, wished to aroid n decjsivo blow rmtil the number of 
hu troops should afford him an almost certam pledge of nctory To 
Napoleon, m an enemy’s country without a prospect of reinforce- 
ments and depending on a hostilo population for tho maintenance of 
his soldiers, it was of the utmost importance that the war should be 
brought to a doso with as little delay as possible He accordingly 
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deteiTuined on ciossmg tlie nvei^ and gmng battle to tbe Aicbdiike^ 
eie new siiccoms should leach Irmi Tbe place at fiist selected foi 
tins bold attempt was Neusdoif, about half a league above Viennaj 
where the stieani passes m a deep naiiow channel undei the nght 
bank, which, being steep, commands the opposite side, and seemed to 
affoid means of piotectmg the passage About five himdied men 
weie pushed acioss heie, foi the puipose of constnictmg a budge, 
' but they weie immediately attacked and taken piisoneis by the 
Austiians, and the enterprise at this pomt was abandoned. 

The Em^ieioi next descended to Ebeisdoif, a village about two 
leagues below Vienna, wheie the Danube is divided mto several 
blanches, mteisected by low woody islands, the laigest of which is 
Lobau Heie a senes of budges weie constiucted of boats, and such 
other matenals as weie at hand, and on the 20th of May, thuty-six 
thousand French soldiers were enabled to pass to a small plain 
between the villages of Aspeine and Esshng These villages, which 
fonned strong military posts, and were connected by a high road, 
bordered by a deep ditch, ISTapoleon immediately caused to be 
occupied — the former by the corps of Massena, the lattei by that 
of Lannes, while Bessi^res with the cavalry remained in the plain 
The Empeioi had no certain mtelhgence concemmg the movements 
of the Aichduke, and was surprised that he had not endeavoured to 
molest the French m crossmg the iivei , he was anxious and imeasy, 
therefore, as to the course to be pmsued m biinging the enemy at 
once to an engagement Durmg the night, many contradictoiy 
reports weie brought to head-quaiters Eights were seen glancmg 
horn the distant heights of Bisamberg, which mduced Lannes to 
imagme that the mam body of the Austiians was there concentrated, 
but Massena concluded, fiom a pale stieak of hght, about a league m 
length, which, fiom its leflection m the atmosphere, seemed to proceed 
fiom a line of watch-fires m a much nearei situation, that the Arch- 
duke was only separated fiom the French army by a iismg ground 
m the im m ediate neighbourhood Napoleon gathered all the m- 
foimation he could, but expressed no opmion on the subject He 
was on horseback, however, before dawn, to ascertam, fiom personal 
observation, the proximity of his opponents The ground was then 
covered by hght troops, which rendered it impossible to advance foi 
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the purpose of reconnoitniig On a rodden the skinniahera Trere 
TTithdrawn, and presently the whole force of the Anstnans was seen 
advancing over the brow of the ruing gronnd, which had concealed 
their encampment on the preceding evening Their number nearly 
trebled that of the French, being one hundred thousand men and 
they had two hundred and twenty piece* of artillery The Arch 
dnie s army was divided into five strong columns, and headed by 
the best generals that Francu bad m hu service 

The conflict commenced about four o dock m die afternoon of the 
21st, by a funous attach on tho villago of Aspeme, which was speedily 
taken by the Anstnans, and as qmckly retaken by the French- Thu 
exchange occurred several tune* m tho course of the afternoon, and, 
except for the dreadful carnage which ensued, the exertions of tbo 
troops on either side were fruitless Fsalmg also, was the object of 
three general attacks but here the French stood their ground, and 
the enemy were on each occocon repulsed with hfeavy loss. Tiannea, 
who defended thu post, was once nearly overpowered by bis assail 
anti but tho Emperor perceiving hu danger sent Beso^re* to charge 
the Austrian centre end thus efiected a divemon m hu faronr At 
mght, when the firing ceased, Massena remained m possoscon of 
Aspemo with tho exception of the church and churchyard where an 
Austrian dmsion had obtamed a lodgment Lannca maintained 
Fanling and the French cavalry still occupied tho plain. Tho 
slaughter had been dreadful on each side The village* wore jiartly 
in rums and a constant blase of boming habitatioD* rendered tho 
darkness feorfiil whilo the roads and pathways were choked with 
dead and wounded 

During tho night, both tho Archduke and Napoleon received 
important romforcements Tho Austrian army was ogam rwoln, fit>m 
tho reserve* m its rear to a hundred thousand men and tho French 
force, by tho amval of tho grenadiers of Oudmot tho division of St. 
Hilairo two brigades of light cavalry, and a tram of artillery was 
mcrcoscd to about fifty thousand soldier* These additional troops 
being got mto position tbc bottio wo* renewed about four o clock 
m tho mommg of tho 22nd. The Germans wero ogam tlic ossaiLmU, 
and ogam their pnnapal object of attack was tho villago of Aspeme 
but tbc gallant Mossena was still tho defender of that position,— 
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^^Massena, who/’ accoidiug to Nax^oleon, ^^was endowed with a 
coinage and fiminess which excess of dangei seiwed hut to incieascj 
and who when actually conqueied was always as leady to fight the 
battle again, as though he had been the Tictoi By a stiange 
pecuhanty of tempei ament, tins geneial possessed the leguisite equi- 
hbnum in the heat of battle only it seemed to be cieated m the 
midst of peril.” Not content with lepelhng the assaults of the enemy, 
Massena assumed the offensive, and, attacking the chuich of Asperne, 
drove thence the columns estabhshed theie, and once moie became 
mastei of the whole village The Archduke, however, continued to | 
poui corps aftei corps mto the place, tdl Napoleon, conceiving fiom 
the vigour of these attacks, and the comparative meitness of the rest 
of the Austrian army that its left and centre had been weakened 
for the purpose of supporting the right, directed a movement of the 
whole of his disengaged force upon what he supposed the enfeebled 
pomts of the enemy’s hue Infantry, cavahy, and artiUeiy now 
advanced rapidly to the attack Lannes, with the young Guard, led 
the van, and rushed impetuously agamst the Austnan centre, in 
order, by pieicmg it, to separate the wmgs of the army The 
Archduke’s tioops were unable to sustain the shock, but staggered 
backward, a^d regiments and brigades began to separate, and to act 
without conceit or decision Prmce Charles, perceiving the glowing 
confusion of his soldiers, hastened to the spot, and, with great 
presence of mind, ordered the chasms in his hue to be filled fi,om 
the reserves , and, seizurg a standard, rushed, at the head of his 
grenadiers, to the charge The Trench, however, were gaming 
ground at all pomts, and the Emperor regarded victoiy as cei-tam, 
when, about seven m the mornmg, he learned that a sudden swell 
of the Danube had brought down a number of timber -rafts and 
spars, and swept away part of the bridges which formed his sole 
means of communication with the right bank of the river, on which 
were his stores and leseiwes At this disastrous news, the advance 
of the tioops was mstantLy oideied to be suspended, and the marshals 
were duected merely to pieseiwe such positions as were necessary to 
enable the army to effect an orderly retreat to the island of Lobau, 
the bridge firom which to the left bank fortunately remained un- 
injured 
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The Archdohe, seeing the Trench in retrca^ now catoe 
, offcnsiro, and m turn advanced with his whole Imo Aipei 
Twling were three tunes attacked with the utmost iuiy, but 
effect, ■until it becamo necessary to abandon them in order U 
ibo mam army, far the protection of whoso retreat they ha 
I retained. Tlie csextioiw of Mnssona snrpaased those of 
former tmgagemonts, Gcncr^ Mouton also aignahxed hum 
I hu ejdraordinary coimtgo at the bead of the fuaiJeoni of the 
I Indeed every general and soldier acquitted himself widi hono 
f fought fti if the salvation of Franco depended upon his single 
Never "was French 'valonr, or disapline, mean severely tej 
better sustained than on the days of the combat of Eashng 
teepmg of tho field had been entrusted to Marshal Taimcs, 
skfll and courage powerfully contributed to the preservation 
coimtrymcED whose oaastenco had been so uncipoctedly ends 
by an acadenL This semce hoTrerer was destined to bo i 
which that iHustnous soldier the Boland** of modem ! 
chivalry was to render to his countiy and lus sovereign '*‘thi 
’ Captain who had been more his fcicnd then his master ' T 

i the close of the day ho •wns struck by a cannon ball 'which shi 
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botli Ins legs Amputation uras immediately peiformed, and "with a 
success -wlncli at fiist induced liopes of bis lecovery Lannes bimself, 
liou*ever, seemed conscious tbat Ins deatli •was appioaclimg, and called 
loudly foi tlie Empeioi, who, when he came, could not lestiam 
his teais at the sight The Maishal, who had been fiist noticed by 
Napoleon at the engagement of Dego, m 1796, almost adoied his 
soyeieign, and was mitated to a degiee of fienzy at the thought 
of dying befoie he should see the end of the campaign He raved 
agamst the suigeons who attended him, and declaied that they ought 
to be hanged foi then mabihty to cuie a maishal He could only 
be pacified by tlie Empeioi’s piesence, and clung around him -with 
the feivoui of strong affection. ‘‘He would heai,” said Napoleon, 
when at St Helena, “of none but me Undoubtedly he loved his 
wife and childien better , yet he spoke not of them He was their 
piotectoi, I his I was to hun somethmg vague and undefined, a 
supenoi bemg, the providence whom he imploied. He was a man 
on whom I could unphcitely lely. Sometimes, from the impetuosity 
of his disposition, he suffered a hasty expression agamst me to escape 
hun, but he woidd have blo'wn out the biams of any person who had 
ventured to repeat it. Oiigmally his physical courage piedommated 
over his judgment, but the latter was every day improvmg, and at 
the period of his death he had reached the highest pomt of his 
profession, and was a most able commander I found hun a dwarf 
but I lost him a giant Had he hved to 'witness our reverses, it 
would have been impossible for him to have swerved from the path 
of duty and honour , and he was capable by his o'wn weight and 
influence of changing the whole aspect of affaiis ” Lannes was 
conveyed first to the isle of Lobau, and thence removed to Vienna, 
where he expued on the ^3 1st of May The battle of Esshng was 
fatal also to General St Hrlaue, another of Napoleon’s best and 
bravest officers, who was killed on the field. Of less honomed 
names there fell, it is said, nearly twenty thousand on the side of the 
Eiench, and a considerably laigei nmnbei on that of the Austrians 
The Empeioi was profoundly afflicted at these multiphed and severe 
losses 

Esshng was claimed as a victory both by Prmce Charles and 
Napoleon , though m leahty it was nothmg more than a check to the 
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latter Had the Archdrikej hoTreyer, used as mtich alacrity m 
unprtmiig his advantagesj as hi* opponent di*played in repairing his 
disasters, the result might have been &tal to French ascendancy 
but Charles Tva* unprepared for success and appears to have been 
rendered more cantious by the very circumstances which should have 
imparted to hia conduct decasiom Instead of r7BVing any 

new movement to crush his baffled antagouist, he contented hnnBelf 
with strengthening the posiUons of Aspeme and Esshng, and erecting 
fortifications to oppose any future attempt at passing the nrer, con 
fining his attention, nevertheless to the q)ot at which the enemy hod 
previously debouched. Napoleon, meanwhile with his diminished 



I farceSf wu* cooped up in the islands of tho Hanubc, completely 
I separated fimu Davoust and his r eserre and protected from tho 
enemy merely by a channel of wntur, about forty yard* wide yet 
' his fertile genius and unexampled actiTity enabled him to overcome 
' all difficulties. By the morning of the second day after tho bottle, ho 

I had coUoctod materials for rep airin g tho brolcen bridges, And had 

I re-cstablished his commurncation with Haroust thus dcstroymg all 

I possibility of tho Archduios profiting by the temporary strait to 

which tho French bad been reduced Lobau, with almost equal 
j speed, was converted into an entrenched camp and secured from 
I storm or surprise. Tho existing bndgo from that island was repaired 
and strengthened, and throe others constructed, by means of boats 
I and small craft, for floating troops to any given point, m order to 
I tom tho fortifications of the Archdulcc 

I ^ 
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During tins period, Piince Fcidinand liad penetrated into the 
Grand Duchy of WaisaW, obtained possession of the Pohsh capital, 
and pressed noithiraid towards Thom, where he expected to be 
joined by a strong body of Prussians News, however, of the rapid 
strides of Napoleon, of the ■vuctoiics of Abensbeig, Landshut, and 
Eckmuhl, and the fall of Vienna, had preceded the Archduke, and 
Frederick V^ilham deemed it prudent to mamtam Ins neutiahty, till 
there should be a better prospect of avenging the mdigmties he had 
sustained So far faithful did he remam to his engagements, mdeed, 
that he sent troops fiom Berlin m pm suit of one Schill, an outlaw, 
formerly a Prussian officer, who, takmg upon himself the quarrels of 
his Sovereign, had vowed eternal warfare against the French Em- 
peror ; and, for several months, mamtamed himself and a coi’ps of 
between fom and five thousand desperate men, by a system of brig- 
andage, which afforded him a pretext to levy contributions alike 
upon fnend and foe 

This notorious fi.eebooter, whom England at the tune disdained not 
to honour with a commission, and to assist with money and aims, 
wantonly plundered many towns and villages throughout Germany, 
till at length his mcmsions became so darmg, and his prowess so 
much dreaded, that several of the most populous cities found it safer 
to pay for his forbearance than to oppose his progress Schill was 
eventually attacked by General Gratien, at Stralsund, and, bemg 
surrounded, he and his band were utterly destroyed. The conduct 
of the King of Prussia towards this partisan, and the advance of a 
corps of thirty thousand Eussians, for the avowed purpose of assisting 
the French, mduced Pimce Ferdinand, with all speed, to withdraw 
mto his native States, leaving not only Warsaw, but the Pohsh pro- 
vinces of Austria, to fall mto the hands of the Czar’s contmgents 
Begnier, the yoimgest of the Austrian Prmces, was at this tune 
rendermg essential service to his country, by oiganizmg levies among 
the nobles and landowners m Hungary, to strengthen the mam army 
of his brother Charles 

The Archduke John, havmg entered Italy by the passes of Ca- 
rmthia and Carmola, had taken Eugene, the Viceroy, unprepared 
The Austrians had, therefore, become masters of Padua and Vicenza, 
and compelled the French to letue to Caldiero, on the Adige, where 
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Eugene, bcmig reinforced, in tom became tbe ajaaflant and tie Arch 
dote, after a mgnal defeat at St Michel, preapitatolj retreated. After 
eereral unimportant engagements, all of 'nduch irere oii&rourable 
to the Germans, Prmce John, with big shattered annj, reached the 
Htmganan temtoiy intending if posaible, to lead his corps to his 
brother Charles, to whom it was now seen must be left the task 
of fightmg the demsiv© battle with Napoleon. Eugene howerer, 
pursuing his enemy closely overtook him at Baab , end there, being 
jomed by Marmont from Dahnatia, on the 14th of June, the anni 
versary of Marengo and Enedland, obtained a now and splendid 
victory and entirely routed the enemy iduch, less than two months 
before, had attacked him with the most confident hope of being able 
to destroy the power of Napoleon m Italy, and wrench from his brow 
the Iron Crown. In this bnef campaign the Italian troops exhibited 
a degree of bravery and dismpline worthy of then* anaemt renown 
and of the eulogies which, from tune to tune Napoleon had bestowed 
on them. After their success at Eaab Pjinco Eugene and Marmon^ 
ascending the Danube united their troops with those of Napoleon 
The Emperor now resolved to remme the ofienure before the 
large Austrian remforcemonts, which he knew to bo on thor inarch, 
should have reached Prmce Charles. Accordingly on tho 4th of 
July, hann g completed his rham of bridges, and rocnnlod his army, 
Napoleon at ten o clock at night, commenced onco more the passage 
of hiB soldiers to tho left bank of tho nrer The Archduke though 
he bntl obtained vague mteUigence of some morement, and directed a 
strict watch to be mamtamed in the direction of X^bau, had no appro 
hension that tho whole French army were about to cross — nor was 
he aware, until the next raommg, that any other moans of passing hod 
been provided than tho suiglo bridge, against which ho had estahlisbcd 
his batteaaes At daylight, on tho 5th therefore, ho was unpleasantly 
surprised to find Napoloon in full force on his flank and rear having 
tamed oil his fortifications and thus rendored iheon entirely useless 
In tho couiw of tho day, the villsgcs of Essling and Enxcrtdorf tho 
latter of which took fire wore earned after a fierce contest by the 
French and tho Emperor was enabled to choose his poaitton At six 
o clock that evening, tho French lino extended from Aspeme to I 
Glinxcndorf j while that of the Austrians stretched from StaJelau to 
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Neusiedel The Archduke, howevei, in order to outflank his oppo- 
nent’s light, made a movement for that puipose, and the Fiench 
attempted to obtam possession of Wagiam, but darkness havmg fallen 
eie the necessary arrangements had been completed, the opeiations 
on both sides iveie rendered abortive 

The Emperor passed the night m stationing his tioops and getting 
his artilleiy into position foi the great battle, •irhich ivas inevitable, 
on the following day His gieatest caie was to stiengtlien his centre 
A number of cannon was, therefore, posted ojiposite T^^agiam, 
Massena was sent to the left of Adeiklau, leavmg in Aspeine a 
smgle division, with oidcrs to fall back, m case of any movement 
upon the isle of Lobau, and Davoust leceived oiders to pass the 
village of Grossliofen, to be ncarci tlic decisive scene of action 
Piincc Chailcs, mstead of endeavoming to concentrate lus aheady 
too greatly attenuated force, still further enfeebled Ins centic to 
strengthen Ins vniigs, conceiving it to be Ins opponent’s intention ' 
to attack him on the flank ; 

At davni on the 6lh, Bemadotte commanded the French left, 
IwMug IMa'J'^ena in Ins second line Prince Eucrcnc, nndci the i 
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personal direction of the Emperor, led tte centre, composed of the 
corps of Oudmot, of Marmont, and of the Imperial Guard, and the 
several divisions of cuirassiers which formed Beven or eight 
The nght was under the orders of the brave Davoust. 

The battle commenced at day break. Davoust attacked the corps 
of Eosemberg, which occupied the position of Neusiedel but at first, 
from the overwhelming numbers opposed to him, he was unable to 
make any mpretsion He enemy mdeed appeared to have the 
advantage Niq>oleon whose eagle-eye embraced the wholo field, 
soon perceived the drffim lty of bis Marshal, and despatched to his 
assistance a division of cuirassxars commanding at the same tune a 
battery of twelve pieces, belonging to the division of Nansouty to 
open on Roeembezgs fianV. In less than three-quarters of an honr 
the enemy s right was broken, and compelled to lotmat with great 
loss and Davoust was m possession of the olpoct of his attack. 
Mt ssena, also confining his operataoiis withm corcum, scribed limits, 
sttneked and earned a village, from which the Austnans had been 
enabled to annoy the French centre and to prevent the performance 
of the evolutions prescribod to them. Davoust then, tunung Non 
nedel, pushed on to take Wagram m the rear whilo the divisions of 
hlarmont and Macdonald, having formed m column, advanced to 
chsige It m firont, at a preconcerted signaL 

In the meantime, tho Archduke directed an incessant firo upon 
the village which had been taken by Maasona, but tho Austnim 
rj^Tirmfldfl was lully answered by tho French the mtervol between 
Afpome and "Wagram appearing to be an immense Imo of thundering 
artillery Th e Emperor soon peremvod tho error which Fnneo 
Chariot had committod m dio disposition of his troops, and was not 
alow to turn his knowledge to ocoount. Tho divisioni of Droussicr 
and liiniorquo were formed into columns of attack and morched 
forward, supported by General Nansoaty tho horse guard, and a 
hundred pieces of cannon This battery commanded by Count Lau 
niton, was impelled rapidly towards iho enemy At withm half 
cannon shot it halted and opened a tremendous fire which speedily 
silcncod tho artillery of tho enemy, and earned destruction throagh 
tho hostflo ranks hlocdonsld, with tho divisions of Broussicr and 
IjQinarquc tho brigade of foailecrs, and tho tinullcun of the Guard, 
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M a rat ifl] , towerer, ‘^raj but sLgbtl^ injured by hia fell, tbe bullet 
fortunately bavmg been a spent one The Emperor exclaimed, ■with 
a smile, ■when he saw that the “ Bayard of his army was safe, “ Tho 
ball which struck you. Marshal, drew tears feom all my Guard. 
Betum thanks to it it ought to be very dear to you ” 

In this great battle, between three and four hundred thousand men 
took part, supported by between twelve and fifteen hundred pieces 
of artillery Ten stand of colours forty pecea of cannon, upwards 
of twenty thousand prisoners including three or four hundred officers, 
many of whom were generals, colonels, and majors, were tho trophies 
of victory left at the dose of the engagement, m tho hands of tho 
Fretch The field 'was covered with dead and ■wounded ainnug 
whom were several general officers -with ono of tho name of 
mann, a Frenchman, who had not scroplod to bear arms against his 
countrymen. 

Thus, for the third time Napoleon hnd become master of tho 
fortunes of the house of Lorraine ■which he had not long before 
accused of mgratitade and pei^ury and feom which, notwit h st andin g 
his reproaches and menaces ho, for tho third time, wilhiigly reemved 
proposals for peace ■when all hope of successful war ogomst his own 
power ■vanished. The Emperor Francis having sent from Znaim to 
request a sospensicni of hostilities, an armistice ■was ogned on tho 
10th of July, Austna agreeing that tho atadds of Brunn and Grots 
should receive French garrisons until terms for a dofimtivo peace 
were concluded, Napoleon during dio negooations, fixed his rcsi 
donee once mere at tho palace of Schonbrunn For thenr important 
services at '\Fagrom, Oudmot, Macdonald, and Marmont ■were 
scTOTally honoured with a marshal s baton. 

Bemadotto relying on the impumty with which ho had been suf 
fered on several occasions to interforo with tho EmjxroFs authon^, 
after tho lost yictory venturod to am^to to huasclf the prmlcgo 
of mumg an independent bulletin, extolling tho contingent corps 
which ho had commanded in tho engagement, and claiming no small 
share of tho gloncf of tho day This document ran as follows — 
“Saxons I In tho battlo of tho 5th of July from seven to eight 
thousand of you penetrated tho centre of tho enemy * army and 
advanced to ‘Wagram, despite tho cqjpotibon of forty thoosaud men 
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whom he was wfllmg to heheve more wrong headed wrong 
hearted, wonld have dismissed the boaster fiom his service, or, at 
least, have demed hnn farther preferment Yet the Pnnce of Ponte 
Corvo by the per mi ss i on, and partly through the instmmentahty of 
Napoleon, eventually became King of Sweden and, as might have 
been e^iected, evinced hia gratitude by ToaVmg war upon bis bene 
factor 

It was while the Treaty of Schanbmnn was pending that a Bntiah 
expedition of forty thoneand men, was despatched to TTalcheren, 
nnder the command of the Earl of Chatham for the purpose of 
seuang thwt island, and destroying the shipping and naval establish 
ments of the French at the month of die Scheldt. Thu memorable 
armament reached Flushing on the Irt of Angnst, and, after cap- 
turing that ill-gamsoned aty, remained entiroly inactive, m the 
unhealthy swamps of "Walcheren tmtil forty thousand National 
Guards were sent against them when, having lost the greater por 
tion of hu soldiers by peatflence the Earl blew up the fortificationi 
of the place he had conquered, and rcnnbarked the remnant of his 
army for England. This was the most disastronj and perhaps the 
worst conducted expedition which a Bntish Cahmet bad undertaken 
since that to Garth agena seven^ years before. Mr Canning, who 
had opposed iti oliject and management thronghont, retired, m con 
sequence of its failare, from the English JliniJtry 
The victory of TVagnun was qieedily followed by a gcnoral 
pflfTifi mhrm of Germany, and of the Stale# subject to German 
authority which having been mated by the Austrian Pnnccs, and, 
probably secretly aided by the King of Prussia, as well as q>cnly 
cncoumgod and fumuhod with mumhons by tho En g li s h Government, 
had taken arms agamst France, Cassel, m which a formidable insur 
reebon been orgomied by a mlhtary officer, named Katt, was tho 
first to disavow tho proceedings of its insurgents Brunswick nnmo- 
diatdy afterwards declared anew its firm allegiance to tho Sovereign 
of Napoleon s choice, and disclaimed all participation in, or sympathy 
with the proccedmgs of its hereditary Duke who, in imitation of 
hlajor SchiD, had sworn unquenchable hatred and exterminating war 
against Napoleon, as " the murderer of his lather ” Tho Duke, in 
order to giro an appearance of truth to this monstrous accusation bad 
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his foUoAvcis dressed in black, Mitli the lace on then umfonns disposed 
like tlic nbs of a skeleton, the fionts of then caps being oinamcntcd 
■\\'ith death’s licads and cioss bones, and his colouis being constantly 
coTCicd nilh crape. It might have been supposed that no poison, 
save the Dulcc of Bnmsmck, had lost a fathci m the long straggle 
vliich that fathci had first announced, ndtli such tcniblo denun- 
ciations, to his eventual -sdctois and to Euiopc Tlie proceedings 
of the Duke, it may be added, ciinced little of tlie filial piety which 
he assumed as then motive Instead of endeavommg to Ace his 
Fatherland Horn the jircsencc of the French, he caiefuUy avoided 
an encountci with the hoops of tliat nation, generally selecting, as 
objects of lus wiath, such defenceless towns and villages as had 
afforded quarters to the mvaders, fironi the people of which he 
extorted large sums of money to save then habitations from piUage. 
At length, bemg pursued by Geneial KeubeU, the "Black Brunswick” 
fled with the utmost piecipitation, and by his extiaoidmaiy speed 
contrived to escape with his band to Hehgoland, a possession of the 
English, at the mouth of the Elbe, whence he was subsequently 
shipped to Biitmii 

The Tyrolese were more worthy and less foiininate antagonists of 
the power of Napoleon They had awakened on then hiUs and m 
then valleys at a delusive call to Freedom. For some centimes they 
had been subject to the Princes of Austria, refainmg, however, their 
ancient customs, laws, and legislature, but the treaty of Piesbuig 
had transfeiTed their allegiance, without then consent, to the newly 
created King of Bavana. Then representative legrslatme had been 
subsequently suppressed, their pubhc funds arbitrarily seized, the 
property of their clergy confiscated, and new taxes levied, at the will 
of then Sovereign Discontent and hatred had consequently been 
engendered agamst then oppressors, and it was no sooner known 
among them that Austria was once more m arms, than communications 
weie opened with the Princes of that empire, and a geneial insurrec- 
tion agreed upon by the hardy peasantry Andrew Hofer, the keeper 
of a small inn m the vale of Passeyer, was fixed on for then chief, 
and it was decided that a quantity of saw-dust thrown on the iiveis 
Inn and Eisach, should be the signal for the people to nse en masse 
At the appomted time, fires were hghted on the moimtam crags, and 
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on the nmiB of old baronial caatleai and women and children were 
sent out to call from cottage to cottage Arise, it is time P* 

The hardy mountameers were soon m motion and, m their first 
encounter with the Bayonan troopa which then held tho proymee, 
the intnmye army was defeated by Hofer with a loas of not less tlion 
nine hundred men. Halle and Iibiapmck were shortly afterwards 
taken, and victory everywhere hailed tho wamora of mdependenco 
The few Austrians who were sent to the assistance of these hmvc 
men, did more harm than good, by attempting to assume undue 
Bupenonty, and by exating among them dissension and disgust and 
Chasteler then general, as soon as ho heard of the battle of EckmUbl 
retreated to jom the Archduke John, leaving tho Tyrolese to their 
frte 

Marshal Le Febvre was now sent against the msurgents but thoy 
merely retreated further into their mountain recessc*, and called 
forth stronger levies of their countrymen to oppose thu new force 
In one battle thoy defeated an army of nine thousand men, though 
Bupportod by twenty five pieces of artOlery and afterwards sncccodod 
m routing the troops commanded by Le Febvre m person. Tho 
Marshal had attempted to force the narrow pass of Stcrtmg, where 
the steep road, bordered on one ode by tbe Inn (there a roaring 
moimtam tocrent) is so overhung on ather hand by rugged preapicc* 
as to form a dark ravino Here os tho Bovaro-Freneb vanguard 
slowly and sflently ascended, a human voice was heard mingling 
with the flwh of tho cataract and the cncs of eagles disturbed from 
thoir oynes *'Hans is overythmg ready?” Tbo smglo word * Yes 1” 
was shouted in reply by an mvisiblo speaker posted immediately 
over tho heads of the troops and tho first voice had barely time 
to nttor “ In tho name of tho Father, Son and Holy Ghost, let go 
your ropes when a descending crash of huge frogments of rock, 
and trunks and arms of trees which Imd been proviously brought 
thither, and kept m readiness, awakened the surrounding echoes, and, 
in on instant, upwards of a thousand soldiers were boned m the 
pass Tho fire of unerring nfles then fiashed from every nook and 
cronco, and a portion of the peasantry nuhing from concealment 
armed with swords spears, axes, scythes, and other weapons, attacked 
tho astonished invaders and soon put them to flight with tbo lois 
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of almost all tlicii aihllcrj* and baggage Ncaily at tlic same tune^ 
Gcueial Uusca, ^^lio, at tlie bead of an Italian division, bad enteied 
tbe coimtiy by tbe passes of tbe Adige, was defeated witb gieat loss 
neai Clagenfiutb ; and Le Febine sustainuig bom Hofei a second 
defeat a few day*: afteiwaids, tlie l^iol was evacuated by all tbe 
foieign hoops, and Hofei vas appointed bead of a piovisional govern- 
ment of tbe inbabitants 

iVftei tbe decisive battle of Wagiani, bowevei, Napoleon sent a 
shongei force agauist tbe patriots — tbe Empcior Eiancis bavmg, a 
second tunc, formally consigned tbcni to tlie doinimon of Bavaiia 
Tliey were now infonncd tbat those wbo failed to submit would 
be heated as rebels, and, in fact, sucb as attemiited to conhnue 
tbe wai, wlucb was become too unequal to afford a hope of success, 
were buutcd bom rock to lock, and glen to glen, and sbot down 
like wild beasts in tbeu covei-ts Some now laid down then aims, 
others fled mto tbe remoter Aushian States, and Hofei and a faitbbd 
few were at last left alone Tbe gallant peasant-cluef, finding 
resistance useless, and a large price bemg set on bis bead, concealed 
bunself m a but, near tbe summit of one of the Tyiolese Alps, where 
be was eventually betrayed by a priest named Donay — tbe only 
person, except Ins faimly, wbo knew tbe place of bis letreat He 
was seized, put chains, and conveyed under a shong guard to 
Mantua, where bemg hied by a court-mar hal, be was sentenced to 
death It is said that tbe officers, wbo condemned him, suppbeated 
mercy m bis behalf, but that tbe order for bis execuhon came bom 
Napoleon bunself Be this as it may, Hofer suffered death with 
tbe courage and constancy of a martyr Tbe soldiers by whom be 
was sbot, rendered bun tbe same honours as were paid to general 
officers , and bis body was earned to tbe grave’ by French grenadiers 
Tbe remams of tbe patnot were, m 1823, removed to the cathedral 
of tbe Holy Cross, at Irmspiuck, where a noble monument has 
smee been erected to bis memory, by order of tbe Emperor of 
Austna — ^wbo, while be bved, mterposed not a word to avert bis 
imquitous doom 

Meanwhile, Napoleon, while residing at Sebonbrunn, to super - 
mtend tbe tedious negociahons for peace, narrowly escaped the dagger 
of an assassm — one of the mstniments of tbe secret sociehes which 
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liad been estab bab ed inider the patronage of the German Legitnnatiat 
Pnncea to arenge their many ‘TrrongB” — as though thoee Pnnces 
had been tho aisailed parties matead of the aggreason The misencs 
to Tvhich a country, which is the seat of war, is mevitably sulgected, 
added to those inflicted by tho Contmental system, undoubtedly 
pressed hard upon tho German people and the justifiible efforts of 
tho lUumtnatx being found msuffiaent to remove the gnerance it 
was resolved by a brave, but &natical youfli to have recourse to viler 
means to nd his countrymen of the supposed oppressor At a 
laonmig review, this enthusiast, m respectable attire, was seen by 
Rapp and Berthier attempting to approach the Emperor, for tho 
purpose, as it appeared from a pqier m his hand, of presenting a 
petiliom Earthier seemg that tho young man s importunities were 
Kkely to be troublesome, directed bm to apply to Rapp, the aide- 
de-camp on duty who would commumcate hii wishes after the 
review hut Stapps for tbai was the person s name rephed that he 
would speak with none but Napoleon. Still pressing forward towards 
the Emperor, he was peremptorfly desirod by Rapp to faff back. 
Hu mazmeEB then became suspioons. There was about lum tho 
air and detenninatum of one absorbed m some mighty pn^ect, yet 
labounng to appear mdifferent Tho constromt of hu achons, the 
compresaiou of hu lips, and the amistor expreeuon of hu eye, were 
off noted, and ho was speedily secured, without violcnco by an officer 
of gendarmerie On bang searched, a large camng knife was found 
upon the prisoner, together with the portrait of a young female and 
two pieces of gold com. When questioned, ho refosod to make any 
disclosure as to hu motives or intentions, to any person except 
Napoleon. 

Thd EmpcTor, who knew nothing of (ho arrest till after tho renew 
ordered Stappt mto hu presence.—" Whence came you T” was his 
first question. "From Erfirrth,” replied tho prisoner — “Tourogo?" 

" Ei^tccn ” — " What u your father's profession?" “ He u the 
Protestant clergymen at Erfurth Whot did you intend to do 
with the kmfo taken fium you? Kill you " — " ■V\Ticrcfore ^ " 

' Bocauso you arc tho couto of my country s nusfortuncs — “ M hat 
uyury have I demo you?” " Tho same as to every German.” — " By 
whom w er e you mitigated ?” No one It was my connction that 
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killed you then, but you bad left my country to breathe aftei ber 
calamities^ and I thought peace would contmue I was then one of 
youi greatest admirers ” — “ But had you merely desucd to 6nd the 
honois of war, you should have killed the Empeioi Erancis, who 
was its authoi ” “ He is a blockhead If he were killed, another 

like him would ascend the throne , but if you were dead, it would not 
be easy to find such anothei ” — Napoleon, behevmg the youth’s mmd 
to be disordered, sent foi Corvisart to examine him Stapps smiled, 
and assured his interrogators that he was m perfect health, and tins 
being confirmed by the physician, the Emperoi resumed : ‘‘ Youi 
conduct will cause the rum of your family. In oidei to avert this, 
however, and to be restored to hbeity, you have only to ask pardon 
for the Clime you designed to commit, and at the frustration of winch 
an honouiably mmded man would lejoice ” " I seek no pardon,” 



DEBIOira ON nONOART 


replied the mfetaated young man ‘ I feel the most poignant regret 
at not having succeeded,” — Crime, dien, it appean is not odious to 
you,” “ To kill you is no crime, but a duty ' Whose was the 
portrait found upon you ? ‘ That of a young woman whom I love 

and who wdl be greatly afflicted at my failure as she abhors you as 
much as I do ’ — “ Notwithstanding all this, I am williug to pardon 
you, on ccmdition that you relmqmah your diabohcal purpose, I 
have sworn your death, and shall not desist from endeavouring to 
compass it.” 

These,” said the Emperor to his attendants, when the 
■was removed, " are the effects of German fllummism — the produce 
of the mystical hterature of the day The rising gencrabon are 
taught assassination as a virtoe But there is no remedy a sect 
cannot be destroyed at the cannon a mouth. Tot I stiH beheve there 
18 something more than appears m the affair — the Court of Berlm 
patronixed SchOl — there ore women m this plot — fanes thirsting for 
vengeance — could I obtain cectam OYidence on the sulgoct, I would 
have them scixed m the midst of their Court.” 

Stapps, when brought to tnal, persisted m his anginal denial of o 
confederacy and exhibited, to the last, the same indiffcnmco to life 
which had distmguuhed him in his intemew with Napoleon, At 
the place of execution, he oxclaimcd vrOdly, •while the mstnnnonts 
of death "were being levelled, ' Hall, liberty I Peace 1 Germany I 
Down with the Tyrant! 

Tho p r o tr acted negooatiouf with Austria, at length, began to 
exhaust Napoleon s patience and m order to hasten tho decision 
of Francis the Conqueror broadly hinted at a project for revolution 
TTTTig fl-ntl dismomhcrmg TTnng iuy — a country much less ignorant and 
opathobo tliBTi tho other provinces of thn Austrian empire In this 
mdeed, matters wore so far advanced, that tho following proclamabon 
was suffered to bo published — H'ongtnans I The moment is 
favourable for recovering your independence Peace, tho integrity 
of your territory, tho mviolabOity of your existing consbtubon with 
such amendments os tho spint of tho ego requires, is offered yon bj 
tho Great Napoleon, who earnestly desires to sec you free and bsppy 
Your union with Austria has been producbvc of nothing but muerj 
and misfortune Your blood has been shed for her in dist a n t regions; 
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and your mteiests have always been sacrificed foi those of the here- 
ditaiy States of the house of Loinaine Youi countiy forms the 
finest portion of the Austrian empue, yet is it treated as a mere 
province You have national manners, a national language, and you 
boast an illustrious line of ancestry leassume, then, youi lani; among 
nations Have a Sovereign of youi own choice, who will reside 
among you, and govern for you alone Umte yourselves mto a 
ISTatronal Assembly m the fields of Hacos, after the manner of your 
forefathers, and acquaint the Fiench Emperor with your determi- 
nation ” 

The efiect of this address, added to a reported expression of 
Napoleon, that if the settlement of terms were much longer pro- 
tracted, he would send for the Grand Duke of "Wuitzbuig, and place 
the crown of Austria on his head,” materially assisted to abridge the 
fnture conferences between the German and French diplomatists 
On the 14th of October, the definitive treaty of peace was signed at 
Schonbiimn By this act Austria ceded to the Prmces of the Con- 
federation of the Bhme, Saltzbuig, Berchtolsgaden, and a small part 
of Upper Austria The King of Saxony received an addition of 
territory to complete his hne of ftontiei ftom Bohemia, and, as Grand 
Duke of Warsaw, Cracow and Western Galhcia were transfeiied to 
him Bussia received part of Eastern Galhcia, containmg a popu- 
lation of four himdied thousand persons , and to Napoleon, as 
Emperor of the Fiench and King of Italy, was assigned the district 
of Goiitzia, the tenitory of Monte-Falcone, the city and port of 
Trieste, the cucle of Wdlach m Carmthia, all the domains of Austria 
situated on the right bank of the Saave to tlie confines of Bosma, 
Caimola, and part of Croatia and Dalmatia The Fiench acquisitions 
weie immediately umted under one government, designated the 
lUyiian Provinces, and Napoleon thus became master of both sides 
of the Adriatic, and was enabled to exclude Austria fiom all foieign 
commerce — more especially that which she had mamtamed with 
Great Bntam m contiaventiou of the Continental System 

The concessions of Austria, though large, were not of such extent 
as had been generally expected " Europe, ui general,” says Sir 
Walter Scott, was surprised at Napoleon’s model ation, for though 
Austria yielded up a siuface of foity-fi%e tliousand square miles, and 
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a population of behroen three and fonr miUions, yet the extremity m 
■which. Bhe ■WBfl placed seemed, to render fhm a cheap mnaom, aa ahe 
still retained apwarda of one hundred and eighty thousand square 
milee of territory which, with a popnlaticm of twenty-one miUionB, 
rendered her, after Franco and Enma, even yet the most formidable 
power on the Contment 

The French camp before Vienna broke np nnmodiatfsly after the 
treaty was signed, and Napoleon himself quitted SchSnbnnm on the 
Tflth. In hiB 'way homeward he visited ilunich and was entertained 
by the Bavarian Court with tho utmost magnificence He afterwards 
hono'ored the Nmg of TVurteinherg 'With his presence, and thence 
proceeded, without farther halting to Fontainebleau, whero bo 
arrived on the 26th of Ckrtober 



CHAPTER XXX 

napoleon’s aUARREL WITH THE POPE — PAPAL LEGATIONS SEIZED — 
FRENCH TROOPS OCCUPY ROME — NAPOLEON EXCOMMUNICATED — SEIZURE 
I AND ABDUCTION OF PIUS VII — STATES OF THE CHURCH UNITED TO THE 

EMPIRE 1806 to 1809 


TIRING the negoCiations for peace with 
Austiia, a misundei standing, which had for 
some time subsisted between Napoleon and 
the Pope, came to an open lupture. Pms 
Vn , when he ciossed the Alps in 1804 , to 
consecrate the Imperial crown, had hoped 
that Romagna and the Legations of Ancona 
would be lestoied to the Holy See, m 
recompense foi his condescension , and 
fading to obtain these, he had sought to procure the Emperor’s 
signature to a declaration made by Louis XIY., disapprovmg of the 
celebrated articles of 1682 , upon which a national Galhcan Church 
had been estabhshed, far too mdependent of the Head of the Church, 
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to be approTed at the Vatican* N^apoleon hoTrerer gratefnl he might 
hare been for the Bemcea of the Holy Father at hia Cortnutioii vna 
httle diapoaed to compromiBe the mtereetB of France m retam for a 
peraonal obligation he therefore declined acceding to any request 
conceming the Church but such as should be prenoualy approrod 
by a council of bishops The Pope, m vam, pledged himself that 
the signature should be hept aecxet during the Imperial pleasure, 
and assured Napoleou that the act iras of too httle in gmflrgTi^ to 
reqinr© conaulcation with a third party IQie Fmpcror was tfrm and 
the Pope had the mortificabon of returning to Italy, humhled m his 
OTTO eyes, and m those of the Cathohc TTorld, by hia too-reody 
compliance with the desires of one who wai generally behered to bo 
an mfideL The Pontiff henceforward, took no pams to conceal his 
chagrin and resentment and Home becamo the focus of mtnguof 
agamst Napoleon. 

In 1805 when Aurtna and Hniaia declared war against Franco 
Pius had rendered all the aasistance m his power to the The 

Emperor was ezasperatad and demanded the Pope should 
conclude a treaty offcnsire and defonarre with tho jKmgt of Italy 
and Naples for the defence of the PenroiuU — an arrangement to 
which the SoTurmgn of the Two Sicfliea had just giren a dissembling 
assent, that tho ports of tho Boman States should be closed against 
the En g lish and that a IVench gainsoQ of three thousand men should 
be received into the atadel of Ancaina, to defend the place, and to 
preserve the Impenal hne of commumcatJon through Italy Tho 
Pope, as fether of the huthful, ropbod to dicso communications by 
•aymg, ho could enter into no loaguo against his children, or 
that would tend to endanger Roman Catbohes in heretical states 
that ho had no reason to complain of any one and that ho neither 
could nor would make war against any power wbatsocrer To this 
argument, Napoleon answered that when Charlcmagno invested tho 
Pope with temporal sorercigiity it was necessarily intended to bo 
exercised for tho benefit of Italy and of Europe, and not for tho 
introduction and support of heretics. The Church had not scrupled 
to use Its power, when bigotry and despotism needed nssistanco even 
tho rcigumg Pope s predecessor, Pius VI so recently os 1707 had 
raised on army to oppose the troops of the French liepahhc and 




crer.te a direxsioii in Iua-wu of An$tiia, 'Dio brnwev of Votov 
cx'-ald, it ^vas iiT^d, "be no inoio ont of \daoo In'i^ido tho o^\i:[lo oC 
I'rance that in conipaity nnth tliat of ^Vustvia ; ln\t \i\ otxlov to nnnoYO 

> the samples of his Hohness. it was added* that Ive nvndd not he 

f 

I required to participate in any pioceedings that might he nndevtahen 

S against Cathohc prmccs. 

1 Pins had indulged foi a inoincnt the fond ilhi'^ion, that the modern 
Charlemagne might he 'won to imitate Ins semvhavhavons pvede('essev 
in superstitions rcveicncc for the successor of the Apostles, or that 
he might be cTcntnallv induced to rcstor(' to th(> fabric el' pni>a1 
power the substance and lustre of tlic ago of Alo'Kamh'r Til,, wlu'u 
Christ’s ncni on cnith had Icings to hold his bridle, and tho noelc of 
an empoioi foi his footstool. Tlio dream had been dia^n'lled by 
ISTapoleon’s impclding dctciiuiuation to render his own niilhovily 
paramount to tliat of any other potentate ; but the improsaiou oi\uso(l 
by a mere glimpse of empire, could not bo eflaoed from tbo mind oT 
the Sovcieigii PoiititF, and tlio once gontlo and ponoofid Cluavnmonli, 
bishop of Iinola, became robtloss and aspiring, and f-iiolce oonniimlly nl' 
the supremacy of his jmisdiction over terroRlrinl powers; “b('oiiiino,“ 
he said, "heaven is above earth, and Rpirit miporior to mntl.ov.” 
The vision of liis Holiness, or of tho cardinnln liiti minidloivi, ni)i)onvH 
not to have been snlHciontly clear or comprobo)inivo to iiorceive tlint, 
though the political as well as the spiritual knowledge of |lu) Oliiireli 
had been far in advance of the ago at tbo ])oi’iod of feudal ])Ownj', 
the philosophy of succeeding conturJes bad ontutiijijied the slew 
progress of clerical intellect; and, by exposing the rdisnrdity of 
pnestly pietcnsions, diminished their influence ovei’ men's mhidH, 
evenm those inclined to give to faith its nfmorit latitude. Napoleon, 
whose chief study had been mankind, clearly nndersl end the jinsitien 
of the Pope, and avowed a desire to increase the sjii/itual nullieiity 
of that functionary m order to consolidate (he religion of I'hiropr ( 
but, at the same time, he was aveise f/> (lie ret/aition hy iJift Holy 
See of any political control beyond that which It must necessai Hy 
derive from its hold over the com cienc/'s of the falthtul, Hbe I'/ijm, 
perhaps, had he understood his (rue intern/ ts, would hayc yinhled 
to the Emperor, and thus liave scrumd an nrfnudnd fU'luuj (Unnhiion, 
by the sacrifice of a merely noroin.il ro/unj^ptiy, hov/c‘/</, 
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grew more obrtmate gm Lib power to offer effectoal reiistaiice 
duniiujlied* 

Imdmg therefore, that it would be impoanible to hrmg the Pope 
to accede to his viewB, as to the diyision between them of tempoml 
and Bpmtxial power oper all Europe, without other appliances thwn 
persuasiTe rhetoric, Napoleon demanded from the Holy Father as 
an indispensable condition of their future amity thwt the Court of 
Home should adopt the Contmental system, expel all foreigners 
inimi c a l to France, and form a stnet alliance offensrre and defenaive 
with the Court of Pans mtimating at the same time, that fiulure of 
compliance with these reqniaitiona would be punished with the seuuro 
of the Papal temtones between the Appemmes and the A dria tic. 
The Pope replied by menacing the Emperor with the thundfiis of the 
Vatican effects of which, fixim his nnnsnal forbearance, it was 
supposed that he dreaded. The age, howerer when anathemas 
were deemed formidable had passed away and Napoleon in defiance, 
issned a decree for the immediate occupation of the marches of 
Ancona — a proceeding which threw the sacred college into a state 
of the greatest ferment. Admonitory lettorv prayers, scamons areolar 
notes to ambassadors and aH kinds of spintoal weapons m abundance 
were resorted to m behalf of the temporal sovereignty of the Holy Soo 
At length, in the begmmng of 1008, the Emperor wrote to Pius, 
mtimating that it was time to put an end to all trifling , and that unless 
within two months he should cgnify bis adhcrcnco to the fcdorabvo 
treaty of the Italian States, tibe grant of Charlemagne would bo 
annulled, and the patrimony of St. Peter mcorpormted with the Empire 
but that the acquiescence of the Holy Father would bo immediately 
followed by restitutiou of the territory sciacd by the Fr ench ' Char 
lemagne, my august predecessor,” argued Napoleon, ** when ho gnmtcd 
to the Holy Sec the fief of Rome and other temtones, did not part 
with the soTcrognty thereof^ but merely assigned them m trust for the 
maintenance of a becoming dignity m the head of the Cbnrch.” Tho 
Pope however, contained inflcxiblo and, i nst ea d of socking to avert 
tho dangers with which ho was threatened, sent orders to his mmwtcr 
at Pans to demand his passports, and qmt Franco without taking 
leave 

Thus war was declared by one of the weakest powers of Europe 


OCCUPATION OF ROME 

against the stiongest, at a time when Austna, Russia, Prussia, Spam, 
Naples, Portugal, Holland, and all the Germamc States, were 
ciouchmg before the Monarch who was defied. There is, perhaps, 
something due to the Pope and his ministers for then com age on the 
occasion , but it cannot be doubted that they counted largely on the 
opeiation of pubhc opmion m then favour, and cherished a hope 
that Napoleon himself intended lathei to mtimidate them, than 
to proceed to actual hostihties Moieovei, they were encouraged to 
peiseveie m theu pioceedings by piomises of protection fiom ortho- 
dox Austria, schismatical Russia, and heretical England 

In consequence of the Papal declaration of wai, a corps of six 
thousand men, under the command of General IMioUis, on the 2nd 
of February, 1808, entered Rome, with mstructions however to shew 
the greatest lespect to the Pontiff and his mmisteis, and not to 
mterfere m any way with the civil government of the city The 
French IMmister, nevertheless, was dnected to mtimate to his 
Hohness that, having ventmed to occupy Rome, the Emperor was 
prepared to proceed to extremities for the support of his pohcy 
The foUowmg statement of the subsequent proceedmgs of the 
French, is extracted horn the Apostohcal Brief, m which the 
Imperial troops are declared to have mcuned the pains of excom- 
munication They seized,” says this document, “ the castle of 
St Angelo , mihtary detachments were posted m the streets and 
squares of the city, and even the Quinnal Palace (the Pontifical 
residence) was menaced by numerous bodies of infantry and 
cavalry, and by pieces of artiUeiy Smce then, scarcely a day 

has passed but has been marked by some insult to the Holy See 
“ All the troops employed m the mamtenance of pubhc tran- 
quJhty and civil disciphne have been mcorpoiated with the French 
The Papal body-guaid, all chosen men of the ordei of nobfiity, 
were sent to the fortress of Rome, where, after a few days’ detention, 
they weie disbanded Guards have been posted at the gates and 
prmcipal places of the city, forcible possession was taken of the 
post-office, and all the piintmg estabhshments The administration 
of the Government and of Justice, has been mterrupted and impeded. 
Our subjects have become rebels to their legitimate sovereign. The 
more audacious and corrupted among them, weanng the French and 
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Italian tn-cobored cockade, hare dispersed themselres on all sides, 
and indulged m erery excess against the ministers of the Church, 
the Goremment, and all i7ho still remained ikithhil to their duty 
And notinthstandnig all our protestatioiiB, journals and pamphlets 
lull of ahiitfe, of sarcasms, and agamst the pontifical 

power and dignity, are published in Rome, and thence distributod 
at home and abroad while our declarationB and public notices aro 
tom m pieces and trodden under foot Pnhho papers and 

writings of every land, even those in the office of the first Minister 
of State have bean seized. Thnce have vre replaced onr first 
Secretary of State, and thnce has he been violently removed from 
OUT own palace In short, the intyonty of the Cardinals of the Holy 
Roman Church who remamed near ns as advisers, have been 
Tiolently tom from oux presence and removed to a distanre ” 
From this the truth of which there is no reason to question, it 
appears that the lostnictions of the Emperor to the Commandant, 
had been but mdifierently obeyed by the invaders. Miolhf h o wero r 
established as efficamt a pohee as possible for the prevention of 
outrages attended personally to tee that the Pope roe m ved the same 
amount from the sacred treasory which had been formerly paid for 
the maintenance of his household and took care that none should 
interfere with his Holmess m the exerciso of his spintnal functiozis 
BtUl Pms, for many months, eteadily rgeded to txanpromso his 
secular rights as a sovenngn being detonmnod probably to awmt 
the issue of the war m which the Emperor was then engaged with 
Spam and Austria, before abandoning bis opposition The French 
troops m tho Papal States were few, and afrer awhOc, the news of 
pjaTrng arrive d from which it was confidently predicted that fortune 
had abandoned the Emperor s onns Tbli moment was scued by tho 
pnoits and agents of tho Romish Court, to oxato the populace to 
insurrection. Tho Pope, pretending to fear pcraonal violence from 
the troops of hii antagonist, shat himself up m his palace, which ho 
caused to bo surrounded with bamcadcs and guarded by several 
hundreds of his most Cuthfbl adherents who began openly to insult 
tho French oad set them ot defiance. Riots and disorders broke out 
and blood wtu shod m sev e ral fiuys when, to increase the general 
CDnfiision, his Holiness, on the 11th of June, IBOD, fulminated 
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nofain':! Napoleon llio following Bull of Evcoinmunicalion . — “ By the 
authontA* of Alinighly Gotl, the hlc^'^etl npo'^th"? ]’ctoi and Paul, and 
our own, we declare that }tOu, Napoleon, ]inipcroi of the French, and 
all vour abettor^, ha\c, hy the outiagcs a on ha\c conunillcd, incurred 
[ the penalty of e\connnunicat ion, to whieh sentence a\c also condemn 
all tho'^e who, since the late ho‘«lile iinasion of Pome, haAC com- 
mitted aggic'^sion*: A\ithin the Fccle‘;ia‘;tical States. . Gncn at St. Maiy 
Major, at Pome, under the Seal of the Fishciman. this 11th of June, 
ISOOj in the lOlh a ear of oni pontificate. Pins YU. Pope.” 

It requires to be mentioned, that this document was accompanied 
by a P.ipal Brief, enjoining that “ no one, undci pictcxt of such 
cNcommunicalion, should picsumc to injure, picjudice, or wTong the 
lights or prnilegcs of the poisons thcioby placed undci ecclesiastical 
I censures ; the great object of the Holy Father bemg to conA’Cit the 

, children Avhom he castigated, notwithstanding that they had oc- 

casioned him so much sorrow and tribulation ” 

The French tioops, and such of the populace as still suppoitcd 
their Sovereign, now pubhely menaced each other wnth A^engeance 
hliolhs saAv that, unless some decisnc measuies Aveic taken, the life 
of the Pope, and the safety of the capital of Catholic Chnstendom, 
would be cndangcicd Napoleon WNas then engaged in the Austiian 
campaign, and tlieie Aias no means of obtauiing instiaictions in time 
to pi event the appichendcd disasters The Commandant of the Holy 
City conceived that the best mode of meeting all the exigencies of 
the case would he to lemove tlie Pope from the scene of dangei 
Accordingly, on the night between the 5th and 6th of July (the same ! 
on which Napoleon bivouacked on the field of "Wagiam), General 
Padet presented himself at the Qmrmal Palace, and earnestly 
piessed his Hohness to consent to yield his tempoial dominion to the 
Empeior, in order to pi event the ngoious measures to which his 
contmued resistance would necessarily expose him “ I cannot, I 
ought not , I Avill not ! ” replied the PontifF “ I have solemnly 
pledged myself before God to pieserve all the possessions of the Holy 
Church , and I Avill never surrender what I have sworn to mamtain ” 

The Geneial expressed his profound affliction at heaimg this deter- 
mmation, but stdl requested Pius to consider the peril m which his 
refusal mvolyed him "What I have said,” said the aged Pope,' 



''nothing on earth can mdace me to retract. I am ready to shed 
the lait drop of my blood, to lay down my life this imtant, rather 
than Tiolate the oath which I have made before HcaTen. Radot 
then mfbrmed his Holmess that he had orders to conroy him from 
Borne This was a blow for which the good fether was certainly 
not prepared. Ho meekly repbed, howorer then u the 

gratitude of your Emperor for my services to him, the rccomponcc 
for my great condescensioa towards him and the GaThcan Chtirch. 
But it may be that m that respect I have been culptblo before 
God, and ho now desires to punish me. I bow with humihty to his 
Divmo pleasure ” Cardinal Facca then demandod to know what 
attendants wore to be pemuttod to accompany the Holy Father j 
and was informed that none would bo allowed to depart from the 
palace except the Pope and his Eminence The delay in preparing 
for the journey was restricted to half on hour “The will of God 
bo done,” said Pius, as ho loft the apartment to mako ready for going 
into captivity 

Before three in the morning a carnage was brought to one of tho 
entrances of tho palaco which Pius Vll and Pocca entered nmld n 
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tioop of Ficncli lioisc Geneial Badet pieceded them in a cabriolet 
At the gate del Popolo, anothei carnage "vras in ■waiting, mto which 
the pnsoner and Ins attendant weie slnfted Duimg the change, 
Badet again endearouied to prevail on his Hohness to lehnqmsh 
his seculai autlionty, and cede to Napoleon the states of the chuich 
^^No,” said the Pontiff, ahinptly The door of the carnage was then 
closed, and m a few mmntes the coitege was on the load to Moience. 
‘'It now became a straggle,” says De Bounienne, “who should not 
leceive the illustiious exile ” The Gland Duchess of Tusnany, 
astomshed that the Pope had been hi ought to hei teintory "without 
the authonty of die Empeioi, caused him to he forwaided in the 
dnection of Tman, and Pnnee Boighese, Govemoi Geneial of 
Piedmont, equally confounded, sent him across the frontiei to 
Gienohle. The abduction of so impoitant a peisonage must 
have appeared, to Cathohes, a bold enterprise even for Napoleon 
himself j but executed without his oideis, it was regarded as a piece 
of unparalleled presumption Priests, bishops, and caidmals, aU 
concurred m denouncmg the immediate vengeance of Heaven upon 
the sacrilege committed on the peison of God’s vicai, and the faithftd 
shook then heads and waited between doubt and fear for the result , 
but the world went on as usual, when it was known that, the very 
mormng on which Pius VII was tom from his palace in the 
eternal city, the eagles of the excommunicated Napoleon soared 
triumphantly ovei those of faithful Austria m the battle-field of 
Wagram 

The Empeior was at Schonbrunn when he learned, firom a Boman 
courier despatched thithei foi the purpose, what had tianspued He 
appeals to have been himself somewhat alarmed at the temerity of 
his officers, but cucumstances were too urgent to permit Miolhs or 
Badet to be discredited The hbeiation of the Pontiff would not 
have removed the scandal attendmg his seizure, but would mevitably 
have rendeied him more obstmate, while it made the Emperor appear 
imdecidedj if not weak Orders, however, were mstantly sent to 
Eloience, that m case his Hohness should have arrived there, a 
suitable mansion, in the Grand Duchy, should be assigned him, and 
tliat he should be treated with all the honour and respect due to his 
sacied character, to Tinin, the directions were that if Pius arrived. 
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te Btould be conducted to Savona and to Pans, that an escort 
Bhould be sent to reconduct the Holy Fathor to Florence, if he Bhould 
not have crossed the Appenmes and to Savona, if he should have 
dono so The Pope was, accordingly, sent back from Grenoble 
first to Turm, and thence to Savona, where the Archiepiscopal palace 
was placed at hia disposal, and everything itqjphed hrm on the most 
abundant and princely scale He renamed m this magnificent prison 
till the commencement of the year 1812 In the interval, howorcr, 
he was several times offered hia liberty to retnm to Borne, on 
condition that he wonid acknowledge the Government establuhcd 
there, and pledge himself to mterfero only m spintnal matters pro* 
posals to which the Pontiff mvanahly returned a hne^ but emphatic 
negative 

Meanwhile Napoleon before departing from Schonhmnn, m 1809, 
lesned a decree upon which was founded the Senatus Coniultum of 
the 17th of February 1810 for ameoang the State* of Borne to the 
French empire, m the form of two new departmenta, called Eomo 
and Thrasymene The Holy was declared to be tho leccmd m 
the empire, and its municipal and other anthontic* wore to take 
precedence next after those of Pans. The rucceasors of the Emporor 
were to be crowned m the church of Sl Petcer, as woH oi m tho 
cathedral of Ndtro Dame All tcroporal suvcreignty savo that of tho 
Emperor, was abolished but the Pope as n spintnal pnneo, was 
to be pr ovi ded with palaces both at Pans and Rome, and to bo 
assigned a revenue of two miDionB of francs (upwards of eighty 
three thonsand pounds sterling), free from bB taxes or doductions, 
and chargeable upon landed property In return for this it was 
directed, that all future Popes should, at tho tune of bemg cn 
throned, ♦nVn an oath to do nothing contrary to tho four orticlci of 
tho Galilean Church as resolved on m tho Assembly of tho Clergy 
in 1632 

This was the second groat step taken by Napoleon towords rcalmng 
the noble idea which ho had formed, when Bcmng merely as a gcncml 
in tho onme* of tho French Bopuhlic, for ** nosing Italy from Its 
nuns, uniting once again tho Venetians Milancfe, nedroonteso, | 
Genoese Tuscans, Parmesc, Modenese Romans, Ncopohtans Sici 
linns and Sordnuans, into one great nation, to bo bounded by the 
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Allis aud the Adiiatic, the Ionian and Mediteiianean Seas, — mth 
Borne, lestoied as fai as iras piacticablc to hei ancient splendour, foi 
Its capital.” An Italian by hneage and nnituie, and weU-acqnainted 
with its histoiy, Napoleon loved the land of his foiefatheis, and had 
fioni childhood felt stiongly the degiadation of its vassalage to foieign 
pimces He had successfully stiiven to leiuve' its spmt and en- 
thusiasm in behalf of national heedom, and had leleased it horn the 
thiall of conflicting petty jurisdictions He now sought to eiect it 
mto a State worthy of its imghty memoiies and its glonous oiigm 
Pius Inmself was mdebted foi the mild tieatment he expenenced, 
chiefly, it may be piesumed, to consideiations of State Napoleon 
desned, and— notwithstanding the obstmacy of his prisoner, which he 
conceived would be worn down by tune and mdulgence hoped, 
through the mstnimentahty of the Pontiff, to govern the lehgious as 
effectively as he had been enabled for some yeais to rule the pobtical 
world “ The Pope,” he afterwards said, “ could he have been won, 
would have been an additional means of bmdmg together all the 
federative parts of the Empne, and of preserving tianquilhty beyond 
it. I should, with him, have had my rehgious as weU as my legis- 
lative sessions My councils would have constituted the representation 
of ChiTstiamty, and the successor of St Peter would have been meiely 
the president I should have called together and dissolved those 
assembhes, and approved and pubhshed then discussions, as Con- 
stantme and Charlemagne had done The Pope would have been 
Bishop of Borne and of Pans , and the establishment of his Court in 
the latter capital, would have produced immense pohtical results His 
influence ovei Italy, Spam, the Confederation of the Bhme, and 
Poland, would have nvetted the federalism of the Gieat Empne, 
and that influence which the chief of Christianity possessed over 
the faithful in England, Ireland, Bussia, Prussia, Austna, Hungary, 
and Bohemia, would have become the mheiitance of Eiance This 
explams a speech with which I one day puzzled the Bishop of Nantes, 
at Tnanon He was forcibly lepiesentmg to me the manifest utihty 
of the visible head of the Apostolic Chmch, with respect to umty of 
faith — ‘ Monsieui Bishop,’ I lephed, ^ be not imeasy The pohcy 
of my States is mtimately connected with the mamtenance of the 
Papal authority It is necessaiy foi me that the Pope shoidd be 
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CHAPTER XXXI 

DIVORCE OF JOSEPHINE — MARRIAGE WITH THE AUSTRIAN ARCHDUCHESS, 

MARIA-LOUISA 1809 — 1810 

lililll [filili.i __ 4- TP fl- +■! Trpflf-u- 

T his letuin to France, after tlie Ireaty 

of Sclionbrunn, Napoleon remained foi 

some time at Fontamebleau, wbeie be 

was met by tbe Empress Josepbme It 

was observable, that tbe Empeioi bad 

lost bis wonted firanlmess of mannei and 

gaiety of tone He bad become suddenly 

reserved and moody, and bis actions and 

conversation mdicated restiamt and uneasmess Even tbe busmess 

of tbe State seemed nksome and unwelcome to bun, and several 

decrees foi tbe administration of tbe Imperial Government weie 

signed witb an appearance of apatby tbat was remaiked by tbe whole 

Coiut. Tbe qmck eye of Josepbme at once detected tbe change in 

her husband’s demeanour, and bei beait was filled with foiebodmgs 
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aa to the cauae The prediction of the Negro-sorceresa, who m youth 
had told her that " ahe ahonld he greater thnn a queen, and yet 
ontlive her dignity had been constantly recurring to her smco the 
fb ifilm ent of its first promise and she hail fi'eqnently heard, with 
intense anxiety the expressed wishes not only of tho Emperor, but 
of his m ini sters, and the Erench press and people that the throne of 
France might be aecurod to the dynasty of Napoleon by a child of 
his own iBsne The affection which ahe bad always borne towards 
her hnaband, and which she knefw to bfe ret ur ned with equal warmth 
by him, had long kept her hopes m the ascendant »Tid when on 
settling the Constitution of the Empire, he had been induced to 
adopt a son of his brother Loms, by her daughter Horten se she had 
almost dismissed her fears of a dreary future This child however 
died in mfancy and Napoleon had not exhibited equal attachment 
for a second son of the same parties or at least had not declixed 
iupilar intentions as to his saceessaon. The apprehensions of tho 
Emprosi were thenceforward renewed and every fosah Tictory and 
acquisition of her husband sorred but to increase her dread lest sbo 
should erentoally be sacrificed to his natural dcsiro of porpotuating 
his power m his own direct line Napoleon konsolf bad nortrr hinted 
at the possihility of a separation between thorn , but this had appeared 
only tho more ominous, as Josephine know that ho had been fre- 
quently tngod to such a measure by his most favoured councillors 
and tbnt he had more thnii onco spoken of his duty and that of every 
member of his family to make tho greatest sacrifices, even those of 
hii persoiisl affections and interests for tho woUaro of France 

Until 1808 however, the thought of divorce hod haun ted tho 
Empress rather os an nnsubstnntial dream, or a remote probability 
than a thing of certom and iq>ccdy approach but some time pre- 
viously to Napoleon s departure for Gcnnai^ Fouch^, hanng first 
ventured to sound tho inclinations of his master, and found that tho 
latter was undecided between his conceptions of duty to tho Greot 
Nation and hii finn attachment to tho wifo of his youth had ventured, 
though unauthoniod, to suggest to tho Empress hcrtclf the ncce»«ty 
of a voluntary sacnfico for tho good of France and the coropldion 
of Isnpoleons happiness The Emperor when informed of thn 
outrage of Josephines feelings expressed bis indignation agtiin«it 
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its peipetiatoi m no measured terms, but be neglected, and even 
refused, to ptmisb bim, for bis audacity, by any otbei infliction than 
•words, and, bom that moment, Josepbme appears to bave become 
awaie tbat bei fate was decided. Sbe still strove, nevertheless, by 
tbe ■winnmg grace of bei conversation and manners, to adjourn the 
e'vd day as long as possible All tbe attentions tbat a naturally kmd 
and gentle heart could prompt towards an object of tbe most ardent 
passion, were lavished upon Napoleon His wishes, bis very thoughts, 
as far as they co-uld be collected, were her laws her o'wn tastes, 
desnes, and convemence, were notbmg, if they seemed m any way to 
mterfere with tbe gratiflcation of her Lord Sbe bad lecomse even 
to tbe latent superstition, which sbe knew to be an mgiedient m tbe 
Emperor’s mental composition, to recover tbe bold of bim which sbe 
saw tbat affection alone bad been msufficient to retam, and occasion 
was taken to remind him tbat tbe prediction of Empire, which bad 
been so strangely accomplished m their destmy, bad reference to her 
Star alone 

Tbe Emperor bad long struggled with bis feebngs , but by degrees 
be bad mured himself to the idea of subimttmg to what be considered 
tbe stem necessities of bis pobtical existence It is now bebeved by 
many, tbat tbe terms of tbe Treaty of Scbonbnmn were rendered more 
favourable to tbe bouse of Austria than they would otherwise bave 
been, by tbe idea of an albance with tbat Imperial Eamily This 
supposition, however, is scarcely supported by fact, but it is ceitam 
that when Napoleon returned to Fontamebleau^ tbe divorce bad been 
finally determined upon Among other tokens of tbe change which 
bad occurred m tbe conduct of Napoleon, it failed not to be remaiked, 
tbat tbe communication, by means of a private staircase from tbe 
apartments of tbe Empress to tbe cabmet of Napoleon, which 
formerly existed, bad, m tbe course of some recent alterations at tbe 
palace, been closed This, Josephine well knew, would not bave 
been done "witbout tbe express directions of tbe Emperor, as it was 
by this passage be bad been accustomed to seek tbe boudoir of bis 
wife after tbe audiences and busmess of tbe day, or, at other times, 
to tap at the door here as a signal for tbe Empress to descend and 
bold umestramed converse with bun Staucase and door bad dis- 
appeared together , and it was speedily whispered, by those in 
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attendance that another disappearance wold ahortly follow Napo- 
leon, howerer, ttes tmablo to corommufate the fadmgs of his intended 
Grtrangement before qmttmg FontamebleaiL 

On the 14th of NoTember, the Court repaired to Pans, where it 
was speedily foDowed by a magnificent tram of King*, Pnncci, and 
Nobles, from aH tho states and donnmons which Napoleon liad 
suhiected to his sway or which had sought hw alliance as a means 
of preserving their rank and estates. There was, furthermore 
gathered m the captal a brilliant retmne of the Marshals Pnneos, 
and other feudatonea of Napoleon’s own creation and to complete 
the jfflgean^ there amved also depntationj from Home, Milan, and 
Florence, and from the synod of the Greek church of Dalmatia all 
ostensibly collected to congratnlate die victonons Monarch upon hit 
recent triumph and the happy re-cstabbshment of peace These 
distinguished guests were lodged some at the Tuflexios, others at 
the Elysie Bourbon and the remamder at Tanous hotels named by 
the Emperor The first pubho audience was giron on the 20th of 
Norember, when an immense multitude assembled to gaio on what 
was then considered an earnest of l^apoleon e power, os well dm his 
declared mtention to make Pans the capital of the world Enter 
tammentB, on the largest scale were almost dxulj given, tho theatres 
and places of pubbe amusement wore thronged it seemcfd as if tho 
wealth of tho East, together with tho extended sway of tho Cohphs, 
had been suddenly revived by tho wand of on enchanter 

Josophine, meon^^ide, was undaxxled, undiverted by tho glory and 
gmoty around. In happicsr hours aho had dwelt with rapture on tho 
splendour of an Itaban sunset^ and sho felt that, as with that evanes- 
cent scene of pomp, tho warmth which had cheered her cmstcnco, 
if not tho lustre of life had already deserted her Sho was not long, 
h o wever to remain m suspense. On tho 30th of Norember, tho 
Emperor and Emprc» a* usual, dmed together, and alone Joso- 
phmo appeared to have been weeping but iroro a Inigo hat tied 
under tho cbm to conceal her features. The meal, or more properly 
tho formality, for tho dinn er was untouched, was n silent crao 
Joscphme did not Tcnturo to raise her head, and Napoleon merely 
balanced his knife between his fingers on the table At length 
having «at for tho usual time Napoleon demanded the hour, and. 
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mthout -waiting foi a leply, aiose and witlidie-(F, followed, appaiently 
fiom liabit lathei tiian inclination, by the Empiess. Tbe Piefect 
of the Palace, according to custom, brought tbe Empeioi’s coffee to 
Josepbine; but Napoleon, for tbe first time, took tbe cup fiom tbe 
salyei himself, and bavmg done so, made a sign to the attendants to 
retire 

Tbe scene wbicb ensued has been related by Josepbrne — “ When 
we were alone,” sbe said, " I felt that my born was come, and 
watched m the changes of his features the straggle that was passmg 
m bis soul His whole fiame trembled . a tbiill of borroi lan through 
mine Napoleon approached me, took my hand and placed it on his 
breast, then, after garaag on me for a few moments m silence, he 
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pronounced these dreadful words — ‘ Joseplune, thou knowest bow 
I have loved thee It is to thee — to thee alone — that I owe the only 
boms of happiness I have enjoyed m tins world Josephme ’ my 
destiny oveimasteis my -will My dearest affections must be silent 
before tbe mtcicsts of Fiance ’ I still retained power to replj- 
‘ Say no more — I was prepared foi tins, and understand its mipoit, 
but the blow is not the less mortal ’ ” 

The Empress was unable longer to sustam the weight of mental 
anguish vbicli pressed upon her She reeled, uttered a picrcmg 
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scream, and fell ripon the floor Napoleon hastnj opened die door 
of the ante chamber, and callmg to De Bansaet, the Prefect of the 
Palace, bade him enter and assist m conyeying the Empreas, who 
had swooned, to her own apartment. The Prefect, with the n«nirtnTirfl 
of the Emperor and the Keeper of the Portfbho an officer conitantty 
m attendance at the door of the Imperial cahmet, bore their halple* 
burden to her chamber, where, being placed on a sofe, she was left 
to the care of her ladies Napoleon on reining gaye free yent to 
the dutreas of his rtimd, regardleas who was present " The mteresti 
of France, and of my dynasty ” he exclaimed, “ haye wrung my heart. 
The diyorce has become an unpenoni dnty, from which I must not 
wh-r-mV, Yet the scene which I haye just witnessed ents me to tho 
soul and the more so, because Josephme should haye been prepared 
for it mommg by Hortense, to whom I communicated the 
melancholy obligation which compels onr separation. I am gn eyed 
to the heart I thought she had more firmnesi, and looked not for 
dus excess of agony As he spoke, tho Emperor breathed duck, end 
articnlated with difficulty, pausmg between his words, and trembling 
with emotton when he ceased, the tear* conrsed each other fast 
down his cheeks, 

CJoryuart, tho physician Hortense Queen of Holland Cam 
bac^r&f, and Prince Eugene were then sent for, and Napoleon 
returned to Josephine s apartment^ to see if she had rccorcrod. Sho 
was still in tears, but looked roogned. Tho bitter pang of bcrcaro 
ment passed and now the dreaded blow had fallen, she foU that 
dignity was to be won by patient endurance 

About half an hour after the Emperor had retired to his cabmet, 
Engeno sought an audience Ho was pale and agitated and on 
bomg admitted, bowed -coldly to Napoleon, without accepting hu 
pTofiered hand. To the humed and anxious enquiry of his stop- 
father concerning tho state of Josephine, he merely rophed, “ Permit 
me. Sire, from this moment, to retire from your semeo ” Tho 
Emperor implored him to reconndcr hu determination urged that 
It was not choice, but cruel necessity which had produced the sopa 
ration and assured tho Pnnee that no new raamago ho might 
contract would alter his sentiments with respect to tho Emprew* 
children. Eventually, Eugene consented to rctam the post of 
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Viceroy of Italy and his othei offices, as a member of the Impenal 
Family 

On the following day, Josephine kept hei apaitments. Madame 
Mkre — Napoleon’s mothei — domg the honours of the household 
The Empiess, howevei, at the request of her husband, attended, on 
the 2nd of Decemhei, at the celebration of the anmversaiy of the 
Coronation and the victory of Austeihtz, when also Te Deum was 
chaunted at Nohe-Dame foi the peace of Schonbnmn, and, on the 
23rd, she assisted at the fete given m honour of the peace by the 
city of Palis This festival was magnificent All the rank and talent, 
the wealth, beauty, and giace of Pans weie assembled The rooms 
weie resplendent with hghts, with ladies, diamonds, and flowers; and, 
at one end of the saloon, thrones had been elected for the Impenal 
guests, but Josephme, whose smiles had been wont to difiuse joy 
among the actors m such scenes, was sad and thoughtful Havmg 
passed through the assemblage, she advanced slowly towards the 
throne, on which she was to take her seat for the last time In 
ascendmg the steps she requued the assistance of Madame de la 
Pochefoucault, one of her ladies of honour The consciousness, 
however, that all eyes were upon her, and that any betiayal of 
weakness would displease the Emperor, enabled her to mamtam at 
least an appearance of compostue 

Napoleon was immediately afterwards announced He advanced 
with his usual firmness towards the throne, followed by the Kings 
of Saxony, Naples, Holland, Bavana, Westphaha, and Wurtemberg, 
and a troop of so called independent Prmces, and seated h i ms elf 
beside the Empress. The Imperial couple quitted the saloon together, 
but separated at the end of the gallery, the Emperoi pioceedmg to 
the right, and Josephme to the left The secret of the mtended 
divorce had been penetiated, and the diminished tiam of the Empiess, 
as she left the scene of festivity, exhibited the httle sympathy which 
exists foi fallen greatness This was the last time that Josephme, as 
the wife of the Empeioi, was seen m pubhc 

On the 15th of Decembei, the Impenal Eamily was assembled at the 
Tuilenes, when Napoleon, m the presence of Cambac^r^s, the Arch- 
chancellor, and the Civil Secretary of State, announced the agreement 
foi separation between himself and the Empiess ^^The pohcy of 
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mj monarchj, he said, the mtereetB, the neceaixties of my people, 
which have constantly goyemed all my actions, render it deairahle 
that children of my direct hne, mhentors of my lore for my people, 
should succeed me on the Uixono whereon Providence has placed me 
After m any years I have lost nil hope of offipnng ftom my maznage 
with my beloved sponse the Pmpreas Josephine This has induced 
me to sacrifice the dearest afiecbons of my heart for the good of the 
Nation, and to consent to a dissolution of onr marriage Having 
attained the ago of forty years onty, I may still hope to tram up snch 
children as Providence may bless me with after my own spint and 
sentnncnta During fifteen yean my beloved wife has been the 
charm and solace of my life, and the remembrance of her truth and 
tenderness will always remain graven on my heart. She received 
the crown from my hand it is my wiD, therefore, that she xircservo 
her rank and title of Empreas m order that she may never doubt 
of my sentnnants towards her but may always regard me as her best 
and deexest friends 

Josephme nert arose, and, mastering her emotion, pronounced with 
a voice firmer than that of her husband, an entire acquiescence in bis 
sentiments, and her consent to the dissolution of a mamago which 
was deemed an obstacle to the wellare of France, and odhcronco to 
which might de prive the country of bemg governed by tho descend 
ants of the great man who had been raised by Providenco to efface 
the evils of a terrihlo Revolution, and to restore tho altar, tho throne, 
and social order to the natiom ** But tho dissolution of my mamage,*’ 
said the Empress, ‘ will not change the sentiments of my heart. Tho 
Emperor will always have m mo his best friend.^ 

The Secretary and Arch-Cbancellor took official notes of tbo 
discourses which were attested by all the parties present; among 
whom, it IS added, there was scarcely a tearless eye Next day, tbo 
Senate was assembled and Eugene announced the desmo of bis 
mother and the Emperor to dissolvo tbcir mamage “Tho tears of 
TTi« blajcsty at separation,” said tho Pnnee ^aro sulEacnt for 
tho glory of my mother “ Tho Arcb-Chanccllor then presented and 
tho Senate adopted a decree, by which tbo mamago of Isapoleon 
and Joscphino was declared null and void. By this act, two millions 
of francs per nnnnm wero assured to tho latter for life, together with 
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liei title of Empiess — Napoleon, fiom his OTvn puise, adding a million 
of flancs yeaily to hei income The ecclesiastical divoice (though 
as the maniage had nevei been celebiated as a lehgious ceiemony, 
e 3 :cej)t privately and -without -witnesses, -which was illegal, this appears 
to have been unnecessary,) was afterwards duly sued foi and obtained, 
the Couit of the Aichbishopiic of Paris imposmg upon the Emperor 
a fine of six fiiancs to be given to the poor Napoleon sent to the 
authorities of Pans, one hundred and twenty thousand fiancs (five 
thousand pounds) to be distributed to the most necessitous inhabitants, 
saymg, ^^It is nght that, as Empeioi, I should pay dearer than 
others ” 

In the evening of the 16th of December, the act of separation was 
signed by Napoleon and Josephine m the presence of the Impenal 
Eamily and the great officers of State, and m the mommg of the 
17th, the Empress retued to Malmaison, which had been assigned 
as her future residence, and Napoleon went, for a short time, to 
Tnanon It was subsequently lemaiked, that on the day of the 
separation — the 16th — a dieadful tempest raged over Pans, and that, 
on the same day and hour, Milan was similarly -visited 

“ Josephme,” sard Napoleon, when at St Helena, “was a votary of 
Alt and the Graces She never assumed a position or attitude that 
was not captivatmg It was impossible to take hei by surprise, or 
make her feel the least mconvemence She employed every resource 
of art to heighten her natural attractions , but "with such skill as to 
render every trace of art imperceptible She never asked for any- 
thing, but was in debt to every one She was gentle and amiable 
m disposition, and strongly attached to her husband We hved 
together like a private citizen and his wife, and were most affectionate 
and umted, havmg, for a long period, occupied but one chamber and 
one bed While this contmued, few of my thoughts oi actions 
escaped the notice of Josephine. She observed and comprehended 
everythmg A son by her would have completed my happmess, 
not only m a pohtical pomt of -view, but as a source of domestic 
fehcity As a pohtical result, it would have secured to me the 
possession of the thione The French people would have been as 
much attached to a son of Josephme as they weie afterwards to the 
Eong of Rome, and I should not have set my foot on an abyss hidden 
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was celebrated at Vieima, on tbe llth of March, the Prmce of Nenf 
chatel offidatmg as the repreeentatrre of Napoleon, and the Archdute 
Charlea for the Emperor of Auafna. On the 13th, the new Empress 
departed for France and, at Srannan, took leave of her German 
rotinne, being transferred with much ceremony to the care of the 
Queen of Naples the Ihichesaos of Montebello and Baasano, and a 
large retinne of the male and female nobihty of France At Mumch 
she was met by an officer who brought her a letter from Napoleon 
At Strasbnrg, a page brought her a second letter with a present of 
the choicest flowers of the season, and some pheasants of the 
Emperor s shooting Here also she recarred a deputation of the 
municipal authorities, who to ofler their fehatahoni on her 

union Every subsequent morning a page arrived, with a letter from 
Pans, which the Empress never felled to answer before resuming 
her journey She became so interested m this correspondence, that, 
rf the page was by any accident delayed beyond his usual tone, 
Mana Louisa manifested the utmost aimety, and made repe a ted 
enqmnes as to the cause of his detention 
Napoleon himself burned with the impatience of a yonth/ul loror 
to behold his young and beautifiil bnde. He bad dictated certain 
details of ceremony for the observance of those who were to conduct 
her to Compidgne, which had bean fiiod ou for tho Impcnal meotiug 
but breaking through these formalities, ho and the King of Naples — • 
Murat — stole out frum tho castle by a private gate, and hastened 
forward to Courcellcs, where dismounting, tho Emperor and his 
companion awaited under the porch of the httlo villago church, tho 
approach of the cavalcade When tho carnage of Mnna Louisa 
arrived, it drew up at a sign from Napoleon, who, springing to tho 
door at onco introduced hnnsolf to tho Pnuctaa, and tho cortigo 
wru ordered forward to Compi^gno After tho first comphmcjiU 
had been cxchongod ond tho Empress had scrutuiixcd lor a few 
moments tho features of her husband, whom she had never pren 
onslysecn sho ciclaimod with evident gratification "Tour 3Iajc*ty*s 
portrait not done you justice ” At this penod, indeed, ^spolcon 
might bo accounted handsome Tho ohvo tinge of his complexion 
had bccomo mellowed rather than heightened by years; bis eyes 
were full and sparkling his hps finely rouiidcd his countenance tnis 
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grave and dignified, ■widiout being cold or stem, bis bair was daik 
and glossy, bis forebead bioad and cleai, and 'witbout a ftaTOW, and 
bis figure bad been improved by a tendency to corpulence, wbicb bad 
tben developed itself only by impartmg to bun a sbgbt and agreeable 
rotundity Mana-Louisa was nmeteen years of age, tall and graceful, 
witb an animated bnlbancy of complexion, flaxen bair, and quick 
blue eyes Tbe Empeior fondly hoped for many years of bappmess 
with one to whom, in addition^ to her prepossessmg extenoi, report 
bad assigned all tbe charms of a lefined and cultivated mmd, simple 
and elegant manners, and an amiable and docile disposition 

The civd marriage was celebrated at St Cloud, on tbe 1st of April, 
and next day, tbe rebgious ceremony was performed by Caidinal 
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and the chapel itself was graced tntli the prcfoncc of the Impcrul 
Fanulj, the cardimds, archhishops, bishops, and great djgmtanca of 
the empire, and deputations from tho Senate of France, of Itnlj*, of 
the Council of State tho LcgisIntiTo Coips, and nH the great public 
bodies of the State Iho city of Rms, on the occasion, made costly 
presents to both, tho Emperor and Emprea and rgoicinga and 
congratulations Trero general not only throughout Franco, but in 
aD tho Continental States tho people of a-hich bchored, that tho 
inamago of Napoleon Tcith an Archduchess of Austria, mu a pledge 
to Europe of a speedy and durable general peace. 

On tho 5th, Napoleon and his bndc returned to Compt^gno 
where they remolded tiQ tho when they tloportcd on a tour 
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thiougli tlic noitliciii clepailmcnts of tlic cmpiic, in tlic comsc of 
vlucli tlicy visited Bclginin, Dunkiik, Lille, Ha%'ie, and Rouen, 
letuniing on the 1st of Jimc to tlic Tuilciics Tiiumplial aiclics, 
festiM^ties, eveiy deinonstiation of the most cntlmsiastic attacluneiit, 
greeted tlicm ■\vlioicvci tlicy •went. It is said, that cicn the im- 
prisoned Spanish Piincc Fcidmand, at a banquet at Valcn 9 ay, Tvas 
so fai earned avay hy the joy vnth vhich he "was smioundcd, as to 
have pioposed ^‘Tlie health of Napoleon the Great, and Ins august 
spouse ]\Iaiia-Lonisa ” 

The ictuin of the Empeioi and Empress to Paris, Tvas a signal foi 
the renewal of icjoicings in the capital The muuicipahty gave a 
splendid entertamment at die Hotcl-dc-^^ille, at winch, Napoleon 
and Ins hiidc were present The Impcnal Guaid also gave a 
gland lete m the Champ-de-Mais, in the name of the Piench army 
Banquets and halls, mdeed, were of daily occuiience, and the whole 
population seemed to have abandoned itself to gaiety, dehiaous with 
the thought that the Great Empue was now estabhshed upon a 
secure basis, and that the abundant blcssmgs of peace would speedily 
compensate foi aU the nuseiies of the long and fierce wai in which 
Eiance had been engaged In the midst of these demonstrations, 
however, an accident occuried wliich threw a shade of gloom over 
the festivities An enteitainmcnt was given, on the 1st of July, by 
Prince Schwaitzenburg, the Austrian ambassadoi The Pimce’s 
hotel bemg too small to contain the numeious guests invited, a 
temporary ball-room, raised to a level with the banquetting apaitments 
of the mansion, had been constructed in the garden with a gallery 
connectmg it with the house Piom the ceding of this saloon, an 
immense chandeher was suspended, and candles were placed along 
the walls, and m the gallery^ The fete commenced with opera 
dancmg m the garden, which was hghted by coloured lamps, disposed 
m festoons and emblematical devices through the grounds About 
an houi after the company had entered the ball-room, one of the 
curtains, with which the gallery had been hung, was blown against 
the candles, and caught fire The cedmg and walls were instantly 
m a blaze, and the flames spread rapidly to the saloon Napoleon 
led the Empress through a private door, which had been reserved 
for theu use, and after seemg hei m the Imperial carnage to the 
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PliM Loms Xv^ retamed to render idiftt aasistnnco ho could at 
thehoteL 

TTio flames had now made connderahlo p rogress but tho company 
had not all quitted the saloon. Soon aftcrw a rdi, tho chandelier fell 
with a tjomendons crash and the e mnd mahmg together towards 
tho entrance, the floor garo way, and many persons were crushed to 
death, or cnreloped m the flnmp* Tho noise and confusion in tho 
grounds became dreadful every one hurrying to and fro, seeking 
friends and relativet, and f^TTtng aloud to ascertain if they wxto safe 
"WTion the conflagration began to submdo, a young, handsome and 
elegantly dressed female was seen to rush fo r w ard over tho burning 
mften, frantically demanding her chfldren. A moment afterwords, 
tho figure disappeared. It was tho Pnnccss S ch w aitic nburg who 
missmg her young family from thoir apartments in the hotel had 
gone in search of them and penshed, while her chfldren were 
assembled in the garden out of tho reach of danger 
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It did not fad to be observed in Paris, and elsewhere, that this 
melancholy accident was a counterpart of one that had happened 
during the fetes by which the mainage of Louis XVI. and Mana- 
Antomette — ^the aimt of Mana-Louisa — ^was celebiated, and it was 
gravely declaied to be ominous of future troubles . even Napoleon 
himself is said to have paitaken the superstitious appiehensions of 
the vulgai on the subject. 

The union of the Empeioi with hlaria-Louisa contributed greatly 
to the domestic happmess of the foimei. His attachment to hei soon 
equalled that which he had formeily entertained towards Josephine 
“ She was all innocence and simple nature,” he subsequently said , 
never suspectmg that anything was to be gamed by artifice, but 
always actmg with fi:arLkness and candour, and without the slightest 
subterfuge She freely asked foi whatever she wanted, which, how- 
ever, was rarely the case, and she nevei thought of leceivmg anything 
from tradesmen without immediately paymg foi it ” When Napoleon 
once enqmied of her what instructions she had received at Vienna, 
relative to her conduct towards her husband, she rephed, ‘^To be 
entirely devoted to him, and to obey him m aU things,” and upon 
this advice she constantly acted durmg her residence with him 

As a pohtical measure, the Austrian marriage was stigmatized by 
the Emperor himself, m his exile, as a gulf concealed by fioweis ” 
Mr Lockhart has given an mgemous, and so far an able, commentary 
upon this expression The alhance of Napoleon,” he says, “ with 
the haughtiest of the old sovereign houses gave deep ofience to that 
great party in Prance, which, though wilhng to submit to u Dictator, 
BtiU loathed the name of hereditary monarchy. Nothing, perhaps, 
could have shocked those men more grievously, than to see the 
victorious heir and representative of then Revolution seeking to mix 
his blood with that of his mveteiate enemies, and making himself 
free, as it were, of what they had been accustomed to call the old 
estabhshed corporation of tyiants . There were also not a few 
Royalists of the old school who had hitherto acqmesced m his sway, 
the moie easily, because he seemed destmed to die childless, and m 
a contest for the throne of Piance, they flattered themselves the 
legitimate heir of the monarchy might outweigh any of his lemoter 
kindled And, lastly, it is not improbable, that some of Napoleon’s 
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manlmlfl liad accustomed themielTe* to dream of erent* such, as 
occurred on the death of Alexander the Great, ’ All this reasoning, 
howeyer, seems to hare been adapted to crrcmnstancea after they 
ansen, rather than to have had any influence m creating them The 
glory won for Franco by the victonca of Ansterhtx, of Jena, and of 
"Wagram, had shaken the faith of the exclunvea of the Faubourg' 
St Germaine, the last bulwark of the old French Anstocracy, in 
Bourbon beraldry and the Austrian match completed their con 
version. They at tbiw penod began to concede something to the 
Emperor*B superior talents, and to look with complacency upon his 
It alia n pedigree, which traced his fionily from a line of sovereign 
prmcea They remembered that be bad always exhibited a strong 
partiahty for old fiimfly names had recaDed the m^onty of the 
exiled anstocrats, ymd had provided for many of them m srtnationi 
near his person and an expression of his, when nominating a number 
of young men of illastnous descent as officers of the army, was now 
quoted without a sneer — These names belong to France and to 
history I as the guardian of their glory will not allow them to 
peruh.” 

HkepeopU at large r^arded the miimage as one calculated in iti 
results, entirely to exclude the return of the still hated Bourbons, and 
of them intolerable despotism , and conemvod that the Impcnal 
throne was strengthened by an alliance which promised permanent 
peace with one of the most deadly and detennmed enemies of 
France The populace care for littlo beyond what they conceive to 
be them immodiato interests and the prospect of tranquilhty, at 
lin TTipi and abroad, was firangbt with visions of returning commerce 
end prosperity The event, which it was then generally beheved 
those advantages would follow was, thereforo, hulod with cnthusiann 
by all classes, os the auspicious commencement of a now and quiet 
era, in which tho evilf of tho Bcvolution would disappear, and its 
advantages bocomo firmly established, under a rogn of justice, of 
comparative freedom, and of social order So extcncvoly, indeed I 
was the fooling difiuscd that tho power of Isopolcon was consobdated 
by his now mamogo, tbnt tho Csar, who, nneo tho intcmcw at 
Erforth had chenshed hopes of shaiing with tho I reach Emperor 
in a general partition of Europe when he heard that tho Court of 
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Vienna had consented to the match, exclaimed m despaii, ^'This, 
tlien, consigns me to my native foiests ” The “flowery gulf” had 
refeience to the hostihty towaids Napoleon which the Austrian 
alliance had cieated in the hi east of Alexandei , and to that fatal 
seculity in the friendship of his new relatives, which, hy luiing the 
too ambitious monaich to scenes of distant danger, lefl; his own 
dominions a prey to giowmg discontent and factious intiigue. 
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RBVioTjBLT to Nopoleoni l**t Auitnan 
^ campaign, the m«me conduct of Gnitavna 
' rv of Sweden, hud lo enlnely dif- 

1 gnited hifl enl^octJ of all rant*, tliot, m 
order to prerent hi* domg further mischief 
It was pnbhdy resolved that the Jlonnrch 
i should bo placed under arrest, and com 

_ _ ^ polled to abdicate the Throne which ho to 

uuworthny filled. This rovolution is unrrersally admitted to have 
been the most citmordmnry recorded in history Every voice ™ 
loud m condemnation of the King and hit flagrant miidomgs Kot 
a sword, from loyalty grahtudo pcraonal attachment, or pary feeling 
was drawn in his behalf his very relahvei jomed in the indignan 
domond for hl» unmcdiato dethronement Hu »cutiro too p 
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the 13th of Maichj 1809, when Ins uncle, the Duke of Sudermama, 
was axjpointed head of a piovisional government The TCm g a few 
days afterwaids signed an act of abdication foi himself and his hens, 
and in the following jMay, his uncle was elected to the vacant thione 
by the National Diet, undei the title of Chailes XIII., Gustavus 
bemg granted his hbeity and a laige jiension, on the simple condition 
that he should, thencefoith, retne horn' Sweden, and cease to inteifeie 
with its government oi affairs — a stipulation in which his wife and 
children, compiehending the legitimate hen to the ciown, were 
included 

On the elevation of Chailes, his only son, Christian of Augus- 
tenbiug, was innnediately lecogmsed as Ciown Pnnce, and on him, 
m consequence of lus fathei’s age, devolved the chief labouis of 
the government, which he is said to have conducted to the geneial 
satisfaction of the nation He established peace with Russia and 
Fiance, obtained horn Napoleon restitution of the pi evince of 
Pomeiania and the isle of Bugen, and, m return, adopted the 
Contmental System, two oi three important leservations bemg con- 
ceded m favour of articles considered to be absolutely necessary foi 
his people On the 28 th of May, 1810, howevei, Piince Christian 
suddenly died at a review, not without strong suspicion of havmg 
been poisoned, and the succession had again to be provided for 

Accoichng to the Constitution of Sweden, the Ciown Prmce was 
reqiuied to be elected by the Diet The candidates pioposed on this 
occasion, weie the TCm g of Denmark and Norway, Gustavus, son of 
the deposed King, and the Duke of Oldenbuig, imcle of the Emperor 
Alexander of Russia’, but to each of these persons there weie 
weighty objections It was eventually suggested that it would be 
most advantageous for the nation, to seize the oppoitumty for fomung 
a moie mtimate aUiance with France, by the selection of a membei of 
the Imperial Family Count Wiede, the Swedish Mimstei at Pans, 
was accordmgly authorized to consult the Empeioi lespectmg the 
Viceroy Eugene To this, as it was necessary that the person elected 
should be a Protestant, there was an msuperable obstacle — the Prmce 
declming to abjure the faith m which he had been educated Bema- 
dotte, the biother-m-law of the Bang of Spam, who had been created 
a Prmce of the Empue, and honoured with diveis important posts. 
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solelj in coiiBequeiLce of matnmoniEl relationahip, and of lua wife 
ha-nng at an early period of Mb recerred tlio addresKa of Kapoleoa, 
next mentioned and aa lie — a Repnilicsn Eevoluboniet, of tlie 
philosoplucal-democxatical aect — was lesa scmpolona aa to creed tTian 
Engene, no objection waa made to hia nommation. 

It lias been fre^entlj stated, tliat Napoleon waa oppoaed to tbo 
election of Bemadotte bnt tbia aeema to haye ongmated m the 
consideration that, from the condoct of tliat person at Jena and 
Wagram, the Emperor onght to haye been ao rather tban from fact 
The Marshal waa proposed merely hecanae it waa thought that hia 
eleyation would be agreeable to the French ifonarch, and a word 
from the latter would haye preyented hia election* Napoleon has 
himself explained hia sentiments on the occamm, and there appears 
no reason to donbt hia statement. Bemadotte he aaid, waa mdebted 
to his marri age with Denr^ Clary the object of Napoleon s csirly 
a tt a c hm ent, for boa elevatzon aa a htarshaJ a PzxQce and afrerwards 
as Kmg An the folhes and errors of the mas, during the Imperial 
reign were pardoned on account of this munago It waa from 
regard to Madame Bemadotte that her huahand after the battle of 
Jena, waa not delrrered to a council of war to be tned for hu mia- 
conduct, m which caae ho would inontnhly hare been sentcaiccd to 
be shot. In sanctioning hia laat eleyation, the Emperor waa allured 
by the glory of seeing a Marshal of Franco become King a woman 
in whose late he was interested, and who waa nstcr m law to hia 
brother Joseph, become Queen and her son (Napoleons god son) a 
Prmce EoyaL *^It waa perhaps, in my situatio n ,* continued tho 
Emperor, * a puerile sentmiant. Accordmg to my pohbcal system, 
and for tho true mteresta of France tho King of Denmark should 
haye been elected to tho throne of Sweden. I might then have 
goTcmed that country solely by the influence of my contact with 
the Daniah pr o vin ces. Bomadotto however was elected and, 
affecting great depcndanco upon mo, ho came to aak for my appro- 
bation protesting though with too Tisiblo an anxiety, that ho would 
not accept tho crown unless it wore agreeable to mo I, tho elected 
Monarch of tho people, could but answer, that ‘I would not set 
myself against tho elections of other people This was what I told 
Bemadotte whoso whole deportment betrayed his anxiety, caused by 
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expectation of my answer. I added, tliat ^lie had only to take 
advantage of tiie good will of wlucli lie liad been tbe object, that I 
wished to be consideied as having had no weight m his election, but 
that it nevertheless had my appioval and best wishes ’ I felt, 
howevei, a seciet mstinct that Bemadotte was a sei'pent whom I was 
nouiishmg m my bosom.” 

So fai the account of Napoleon differs, in no essential point, fiom 
that which Bemadotte gave to his friend Be Boumenne. The 
foUowmg particulais are supplied by the newly elected Crown Piince, 
whose common habit of exaggeration, howevei, must be remembered 
by the reader. “At first,” says Bemadotte, “the Emperoi spoke m 
the best terms of the Kin g and me, and caused to be inserted m the 
Momteur the act of my election Ten days subsequently passed 
without his saying a woid about my depaitme I was anxious to 
set out, my preparations weie fimshed, and I resolved on seemg him 
to request the dehvery of the letters-patent, absolvmg me horn my 
oath of allegiance He at first appeared somewhat surprised at this 
positive request, which perhaps he did not expect, but after a shght 
movement of hesitation, he said, ‘There is one preliminary condition 
to be ftilfilled You must take an oath never to bear arms against 
me ’ — ‘Is your Majesty m earnest?’ I lephed ‘Can I bmd myself 
by such an engagement? My election by the Diet of Sweden, the 
consent given by your Majesty, both to Charles XIII and myself, 
have made me a Swedish subject, and the pledge required from me 
IS mcompatible with my new obhgations ’ The Emperoi, upon this, 
ftowned darkly, and, indeed, throughout our conversation he looked 
embarrassed, and when I had finished speakmg he said, m a tone 
of voice rendered so mdistmct by emotion that I could scarcely heSr 
him, ‘ Go, then, our destmies are about to be accomplished ’ I 
afterwards did everything m my power to remove the unjust im- 
pressions he had conceived against me, and at one time thought I 
had succeeded After listening to me attentively, he extended his 
hand, pressed mine kmdly, as if to assure me of his ftiendship and 
protection, m such a manner that, for some tune, I deemed his 
prejudices dispelled , I therefore entreated those, through whom 
oui families were muted, to assme his Majesty how earnestly I 
desired to do everything, not contrary to the mteiests of Sweden, to 
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second hifl efforts for the welfere of France These persona, langhmg 
at mj credahty, informed me that scarcely had I left the Imperial 
presence when Napoleon said that I was an ambitions poorly 
disguised who wished to make a grand display of knowledge, and 
that he had humoured me hke a child. He nevertheless, gave mo 
two mfllions of francs (eighty three thousand three hundred pounds) 
for the cession of my pnnapahty of Ponte Corvo [a fief of the 
French Empire, which Bemadotte must necessarily have relmqmahed 
whether mdemnified or not} half of which was immediately paid 
down, to enable me to meet the expemses of my journey end instal 
latioru The moment I was stepping mto my carnage to depart, a 
person, whom I wH not name came to bid me adieu, teHmg me that 
he had that instant left theiTuflenes The Emperor, on seeing that 
person enter had accosted him with ‘WeD does not the Pnneo regret 
leaving France? Unquestionably Sire was tbe reply-^*! should 
have been well pleased, contmued Napoleon hod he not have 
accepted his election. Sat I could not interfere and after all ho loves 
me not. Sere returned the courtier permit me to say that your 
Majesty u in esrar I know tho differences which have existed for 
SIX years between Bemadotto end your Majesty but, at tho somo 
time, I am certam that he is warmly attached to you — I am willing 
to beheve to said the Emperor, *but we havo in that case, mis- 
ondersfood each other and now it u too hte ho ha* hi* intercgt* 
and policy and I have mme. 

It can scarcely have failed to be remarked, that tho narratiTO of 
these transactioiis, by Bemadotto hnnself, establishes no charge of 
duplicity against Napoleon though, m justification of tho subsequent 
hostile conduct of tho Pnneo Boynl, such a charge has been repeatedly 
nrged A subsequent story, got np merely to b la c k en tho character 
of the Emperor is too absurd to merit refutation It is pretended 
tbnf, immediately after tho departure of Bemadotto, Napoleon rc 
gretted having g i ven his consent to tho election, and openly declared 
that ‘ he had a great mmd to send tho Pnneo to finish, at Vincennes, 
his studios m tho Swedish language * that t plot was tactually con 
certed to carry tho Pnneo from Stockholm, under tho direction of 
M do Salaiar, a discarded mdc-dc*enmp of Marshal ^farmont who 
having taken up hu rcsidenco m London obtained money from more 
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tlian one “ illiisluous pci-^oiingc,” foi ma'king the disclosmc; and 
that tins plot failed onh in con'^cqnencc of the conspiratois being all, 
except one, forcigncis. The fact i*', that Bcinadotlc, iiho ivas 
naturally cn^iou5, ^ ain-glorious, and jealous, had, fioin motives of 
spleen, been induced, as fai as he could do so mtliout diiectly 
incun ing the penalty of ticason, to opjiobc the grouing poucr of 
Kapolcon lienee he had icason to dicad the Einpcroi’s resentment, 
and, acting on the impulse of Ins oun nnirou mind, unicstraincd by 
any fixed ideas of pnncijile, after being icpcatcdly foiled in covcit 
attempts to injure the man uliom he feared, he anxiously ivatchcd 
for, and ct cntuallj' found an opportunity of UTcaldng vengeance for 
all his disappointments, both upon Napoleon and the people ■who 
had established the Imperial throne .Tolin Baptiste Juhan Bema- 
dotte, x^rnatc of inanncs, .Tacohm-Beiohitionist, Maishal of Biance, 
Cathohc-Lutheian, and Cronn Piince of Sweden, in In's liahed of 
tlie person, hut foi whose pationage he would have died the death 
of a traitor, forgot that he was a Frenchman , taught the enemies of 
his native counti-j' the tactics of that countij’s aimics, i enounced the 
ties of nature and of blood, and assisted, by his sword as well as lus 
counsel, to reduce his ancient conn ados to slaveiy under a despotism 
winch he had long affected to ahlioi. On the uholc, perhaps, it is 
creditable to him that ho should have felt anxious to i indicate himself 
in the eyes of the woild, notmthstanding tliat, in older to do so, he 
was reduced to tlie necessity of inventmg the gicatei poition of his 
pleas of justification Beruadotte was elected Cronm Pimce on the 
21st of August, and arrived in Stochholm about the middle of 
October, 1810 

Almost simultaneously ■with the elevation of Bemadotte, occuried 
the resignation, by Napoleon’s biothei, Louis, of the cro^wn of 
Holland The mamtenance of the Contmental System had ciippled 
the resomces of the Hutch pio^vmces, which, moie than any other 
country m Europe, depend upon the extent of then commerce the 
people, theiefore, natmally complained of a pohey which was reduemg 
them to beggary, and the Berlm Heciees were everywhere evaded, 
not -without the connivance of Kmg Louis and his ministers, who 
were compelled to trust foi the national revenues to a system of 
secietly hcensmg what was publicly declared to be contraband hade. 
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Napoleon, at firsts remonstrated agamrt tlm infraction of the British 
blockade, and com man ded that the smn^led goods shn ni d be con 
fiscated, and the merchanta -who pexairted m the traffic pmuahed 
but this had little effect. The Dutch lulors and traders contmued 
to import large qn anti faet both of English mannlactnred goods and 
colonial produce and the supply of Trance and Germany, as Trell as 
therr own country, amply mdenmified them for all risks Exportu 
lahon was succeeded by threats of loss of temtoiy and dethronement 
but Lonis was not disposed to alter his polity Napoleon then sent 
French custom house officers to the vanous ports of HoHand, and 
stationed a strong guard along die coast. At hEddleburg, m the isle 
of Zealand, die Dutch smugglara rose m the night and massacred die 
rerenue officers and after trial and condemnation, the assassins were 
pardoned by the King Napoleon was exasperated, and thus wrote 
to his brother — ** The use you hare made of the prerogatiT« of 
mercy cannot but produce a bad effect. A number of banditti, of 
murderers whom nobody can pity are sentenced to death, and your 
Majesty pardons thenL If their crime had been a political ono or 
merely an infraction of the revenue laws, clemency would haro been 
well applied. The Pnnee in rmmttmg punishment m such case* 
prove® himself supenor to the offence and pubbo odium falls on tho 
offender but the Sovorei^ who pardons wretches like these must bo 
looked upon as weak, or actuated by bad intentions Mercy cannot 
bo alway® exercised without danger end soacty will not commend 
it m favour of murder or enmea of great magnitude, because it then 
becomes nyunous to the mterests of tho commumty Tho present 
case win. tend to dishearten persons from porsevenng in the execution 
of their duty Its political effect is also bad, for tho following reasons 
— Holland "was tho channel through which England had for many 
years introduced her goods ou the Continent. Tho Dutch mer ch a nts 
have made immense profits by this trade and that is why tho Dutch 
naban is parbal to England and fond of smuggling and why it liates 

I France, which prohibits smuggling and opposes England. The 
mercy extended to the SEddlcburg murdorori is a compluncnt paid 
to tho smuggling propensibcs of your subjects, with whom you appear 
to make common cause against we 

1 “ It u not to tto praent tJono Ihmt you ihonld ncconunoaato por ' 


LETTER OF NAPOLEON. 


policy. The fiituic must also be an object of coiisideiation. "^Vhat is 
at this moment die situation of Eiuope^ On one side England, 
thiough her imassisted exeitions, possesses a dominion to which the 
whole woild has been hitheito compelled to submit. On the othei 
hand, the Eiench Empue and the Conhnental States, stiengthened by 
the union of then poweis, cannot acquiesce in the supiemacy exercised 
by England Those States had colomes and a maritune tiade They 
possess an extent of coast much gieatei than England, but having 
been disunited, England has attached the naval power of each 
separately, has triumphed on every sea, and destroyed every navy 
sent against her. Neither Russia, Sweden, Fiance, noi Spam, which 
possess ample means for mamtainmg slups and sadois, daie to send a 
squadron out of then poits It is, theiefoie, no longei from a con- 
fedeiation amongst the maritime powers — which, mdeed, would be 
mejffective, on account of distance, and the mterfeience of the 
various mteiests of each — that Em ope can expect its maritime 
emancipation 

I wish foi peace , and would obtam it by any means compatible 
with the digmty and power of France, at whatever sacrifice our 
national honour can allow I daily feel more and more, that peace is 
necessary The Sovereigns of the Contment are as anxious for peace 
as I am I feel no violent prejudice agamst England, and bear her 
no msurmountable hatred She has followed towards me a system 
of repulsion I have adopted agamst her the Contmental System, 
not, howevei, as my enemies suppose, from ambitious jealousy, but 
m order to reduce England to the necessity of adjusting our dif- 
ferences It is no concern of mme that England be rich and 
prosperous, provided France and her Alhes enjoy the same ad- 
vantages 

“The Contmental System has, therefore, no other object than to 
hasten the moment for defimtively establishing the pubhc rights of 
Europe and of the French Empue The Sovereigns of the North 
observe and enforce the system of prohibition, and their trade has 
been greatly benefitted by it The manufactures of Pimssia may 
now compete with ours You are aware that France, and the whole 
extent of coast, which now forms part of the empue, from the gulf 
of Lyons to the extremity of the Adriatic, are strictly closed agamst 
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the produce of Bntaih industry You will percdve from this, the 
fatal consequences that would result from the facilities given by 
Holland to the English for the introduction of theor goods on the 
C ontin ent. They ■would enable England to lery upon us the sub- 
flidiej which she would afterwards offer to other powers to fight 
agamst us Your Jfajesty is as much interested m guarding against 
the crafty pohcy of the British Cabmet, as I aim Holland is a 
maritime and commercial power, possessing fine ports, fleets sailors, 
sHlfal commanders, and colonies, which cost nothing to the modier 
conntry and her mhahitanhi un^ratand trade as well as the English 
Holland must hare an mterest m defending these advantages, and 
though her situation may, for a few years, be pamfol, the King of 
Holland must not be a mere vasaal-gOYemor for England. Yet to 
that result does the protection which you afford to English commerce 
tend. Under no pretence whaterer wiD France allow Holland to 
separate herself from the Continental System.” 

This letter ■was written m the apnng of 1608 about tbe same hmo 
that Napoleon offered Loms the throne of Spam but it does not 
appear to hare mfluenced the conduct of the Dutch Cabinet as the 
Emperor shortly afterwards demanded tho cession of Brabant ond 
Zealand, irbere the smuggling transactions •were chiefly conducted in 
exchange for some more northern provmces, and this being refused, ! 
theffoUowing conditions were, on the 20th of December 1808 ofibrod ( 
to XiOuis, as ihw only ones on which tbe separate enstcnco of Holland , 
could bo permitted namely, — the houndnry of tho Rhine The 
interdiction of all commerce and communication with England. That 
Holland should fumuh the Emperor with a floct of fourteen ships of 
Ime seven frigates, and seven bngs, armed and equipped , 
together ■with a land army of twenty five thousand men. The Dutch 
marshals ■wero to bo supprestod, and all tho privileges of tho nohJlty 
reroted which might be meonsutent with tho constituhon pro- 
mulgated and guarantood by Napoleon. ** TJiwn theso terms, as a 
basis, 'wroto the Emperor, ” your hlfyosty may treat, through your 
Minister, ■with the Duke of Cadorc but you may bo assured that 
on tho entrance of tho first packet boat into Holland, I irill re- 
ettohliih my custom houses, and that upon tho first insult offered to 
my flag I will cause to bo scixcd, by force of arm*, bung al 


f 



ALTERCATIONS AVITH LOUIS 


die mast liead^ die Dutch officei ■who shall have peimitted the insult 
to my eagle Youi Majesty •wdl find m me a biothei, if I find m 
you a I'lenchman j hut^ if you foiget the sentiments which hmd you 
to our common countiy, you will not take it ill if I foiget those which 
nature has placed between ouiselves. In conclusion, the union of 
Holland to Eiance is what would be most useful to Diance, to 
Holland, and to the Contment, as it would be most mjunous to 
England. This union may be effected either by fan means or force, 
foi I have giounds of complamt against Holland sufficient to justify 
me in declanng war. But, at all tunes, I shall have no difficulty m 
agieemg to an anangement which yields me the boundary of the 
Bhme, and by which Holland engages to fulfil the above conditions ” 
In this state, the correspondence between the brothers remamed, 
tiU Lours was summoned to be present at the festivities of 1809, m 
the French capital, when the indigmties to which he considered 
himself subjected aroused his spirit, and mduced him openly to 
oppose the will of the Empeioi ‘‘I have been deceived,” he one 
day exclaimed aloud, in the heanng of some couiiaeis, ^^by pi onuses 
nevei mtended to be fulfilled Holland is weary of bemg the puppet 
of Fiance ” Notwithstanding his expressed resentment, however, he 
found himself constrained to execute a treaty by which Zealand, 
Brabant, and the two banks of the Bhme were transferred to Fiance, 
SIX thousand French soldiers weie agreed to be maintamed by 
Holland, a fleet was to be fitted out by the same kmgdom for the 
sei-vuce of the Empire, and the admission of English goods mto 
the Dutch temtones was strictly prohibited The King after this 
speedily sought and obtained permission to return to Amsterdam, 
and on the 23rd of March, 1810, on recei-vmg some new requisitions 
fi-om the Empeioi, he ■wrote the following adnmable letter m reply — 
'^If you would consohdate Fiance, and obtam a mantune peace, it 
is not by such means as the British blockade that you ■will attain 
those ends It is not by the destruction of a kmgdom created by 
yomself, noi by enfeebhng youi alhes, and lespectmg neither then 
most sacred rights nor the commercial prmciples of equahty and 
justice between nations, but, on the contrary, by causmg Fiance to 
be beloved, and by stiengthemng and protecting aUies so faithful as 
youi o^wn brothers 
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ALTEBOATlOirfl WITH LOUIS, 

The destruction of Holland, fer from hemg a means of distressing 
England, -wall prore a source of prosperity to her, in the industry and 
wealth which wiH seek an asylum m that country There are only 
three means of atta c k i n g England with efrect — detaching Ireland 
from her capturing her Indian poesesaouf, or a descent on her 
coast. The two last are imposaHile without a navy, but I am aston 
lahed that the first has been so easily abandoned. These present a 
more certain means of cecnnng peace on advantogeoni conditions 
than a system which mjnrea youraelf and your alhes m an attempt 
to inflict greater hurt upon your enemies " 

The correspondence of the brothers did but embroil them more 
Napoleon saw that IjOUIs wanted notlimg bat opportunity to renew 
the intercourse of the Hutch with England and Toms was made 
aware that the Emperor demanded finm him imphat obedience as 
I a subject of France The blockade imposed upon Holland, was but 

1 mdifierently maintamed by the Kmg or the people yet the smrdl 

lance of the French was euffiaendy strict to occasion great distress 
throughout the kmgdom. Public festa were consequently proclaimed, 
and prayers put up in all the churches to Bvert the calamities which 
impended over the nation m which it was broadly msin uatod that 
the odious Continental System was the source of the pubho misery 
The French soldiery and avil ofGcers were openly msnltcd and 
those who maltreated partisans or agents of the Emperor, gcnortlly 
©scaped itom justice Lotters were constantly passing between Pans 
and Amsterdam bat none of tho gnevances complained of on either 
Bide were abated At length a fray occurred between the serronts 
of the Count de la Bochofoucoult, Napoleons ambassador at hu 
brother’s court, and some Dutch atuens, which soon assumed a 
senons aspect as a national quarrel The guards of King Loim, 
however, put an end to the tumult without bloodshed but tho 
hostile spmt of his fubiocts had been too clearly manifested to bo 
passed over in silence Tho Emperor, on rcccimig tho report of 
his envoy thus wrote to tho King of Holland **My Brother 1— 
Whilo yon nro mnlmg mo tho foircft protestations, I learn that my 
mnba*sador*s people have been maltreated in AmitcnUm I dcfiro 
that those who bare rendered themselves so cnlpallo mar bo given 
up to jusbeo m order that their pumahment may servo as an example 


ABDICATION OF LOUIS 

The Sieur Seiiuiiei has tendeied me an account of youi conduct at 
the diplomatic audience. I declare^ theiefore, that I shall no longei 
treat with an ambassadoi horn Holland Admhal Veihuell has 
oiders to depart m twenty-foui hours. I want no more phrases and 
protestations It is time I should know whether you mtend, by your 
foUy, to hi mg luin upon Holland 

“It is my pleasme that you send hack all Tienchmen in youi 
service I have recalled my ambassadoi, and shall no longer have 
any, save a chaigd d’affuiies, m Holland SeiTuner, who remams 
there m that capacity, will make known to you my mtentions ” 

At the time this letter was despatched, a Trench army, of about 
fifteen thousand men, was ordered to assemble at Utrecht, for the 
purpose of bemg marched across the ftontier to take possession, if 
necessary, of the country, and to fix its head-quarters at Amsterdam 
Reduced to this extremity, Loms no longer hesitated on the course he 
should pursue, and resolved to lay down a sceptre which he was not 
permitted to wield as an mdependent Sovereign. Accordmgly, on 
the 1st of July, 1810, he addressed a message to the Legislative 
Assembly, settmg foith that, m consequence of the displeasure of the 
Emperor and the mvasion of Holland, he found it necessary, to avoid 
an unavaihng struggle, which could only end m the rum of the 
country, to abdicate his throne “ I cannot,” he said, “ consent to 
retam the mere title of Bong, stripped of all real authority m my 
kmgdom, my capital, and even my palace I should m such case 
be witness of all that passed, without power to influence the course 
■of events for the benefit of my people, though lemammg responsible 
fox. evils which I could neither remedy nor prevent I have long 
foreseen the extremity to which I am driven, but I could not avoid 
the evil without betiaymg the most sacred obhgations, and sacnficmg 
those rights which ought mdissolubly to connect my fate vpith that of 
Holland ” 

The act of abdication was immediately afterwards signed, and a 
copy forwarded for pubhcation to England, in order, without doubt, 
that it might operate more efiectually to mjuie the Emperor, agamst 
whom Loms had now become furious The deed of renunciation 
stated, that the misfortunes of the country were solely attributable to 
the hostile mtentions of Napoleon, whose anger no efibrts of the 
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King, and no Bamficea compadhle with the welfare of the Dutch 
people had been able to appease In short, that Louis had been 
compelled to regard himself as the cause of the constantlj renewed 
miflunderstandinga between France and Holland and, that he should 
deem it a sufficient consolation, if his mdindual renunaabon of 
honours should benefit his subjects and reumte the two countnes 
whose interests were so closely alhed. At the same tune he declared, 
that he rehnquiahed his rights only in farour of his sons, Loms 
Napoleon, Pnnee Eoyal and Pnnee Loms Charles Napoleon The 
Queen — Hortense — agreeably to the Consbtnbon, was named Eegcnt 
during the minority of Prmco Tvinn and in her absence — sbo 
being then m Pans — the Government was entrusted to the Pnvy 
CounciL 

About midnight, on the same day, Louis qmtted his ptlaco of 
H aa r lem and set out m a private carnage for Tophti, in Bohemia 
and, on the 9th of July, a decree was issued for reuniting Holland to 
the Empire an act which, however arbitrary it may appear the 
conduct and flight of Loms had rendered indispensable to the pre 
servabon of Holland m alliance with France The animosity of 
Loms, however, was greatly mflamed by this infrncbon of hia act of 
abdicabon and he immediately put into os extenarro circulation as 
possible a violent protest, agamst wbat he termed his brothers 
tyrRunics} uwurpatian, declaring hoforo God and all mdependest 
soveroiguB — That tho treaty separating Brabant and Zealand lium 
Holland was extorted from h-rm at Pons whoro ho had been retained 
against bis •will, and upon condibons which tho Emperor had never 
fulfilled that bis abdicabon had taken place only in consequence of 
the hostflity manifested towards him and that tho umon of Holland 
to France was illegal, unjust, and arbitrary — tho kingdom belonging 
of ngbt to tbo nabon and tho King, still o minor ” 

Napoleon Tina bnnBclf left a valoahlo commentary upon this unfor 
tunato quorrcL * "When my brother ** he stud, “ mistook an act of 
pubhc I’MTittgl for one of glory, ond fled from his throne, dctlainiing 
against mo my insabahlo ambition and intolerable tyranny wbat 
remained for mo to do 7 "W^as I to abandon Holland to our enemies 
or to give it to another King 7 Could I in tucli a case liavo expected 
more from a stranger than from my own brother? Did not all tlic 
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Kjuigs I cieated act nearly in tlie same mannei ? I deiived little 
assistance fioni my own family, and tliey have deeply mjmed me 
and the gieat cause foi which I fought If each of them had given 
a common impulse to the diffeient bodies which I had placed undei 
then dhection, we should have marched on to the poles, everything 
would have given way before us , we should have changed the face 
of the woild, Europe would now be enjoymg the advantages of a 
new system, and we should have leceived the benedictions of 
manlond 

I was not so foitunate as Gengis-EIhan , each of whose four sons 
rivalled the others in zeal for his seiwice No soonei did I ci eate 
a King, than he thought himself such ‘ by the Giace of God ’ I had 
no longer a friend on whom I could rely, but another enemy, against 
whom I was compelled to be on my guard. He sought not agam to 
second me, but to render himself mdependent I was thenceforward 
m his way, and endangered his existence If it be asked why, 
with this knowledge, I persisted in erecting states and kmgdoms ? I 
answer, that the manners and situation of Emope leguired it Eveiy 
additional country that was annexed to Erance added to the umversal 
alarm which aheady prevailed, excited loudei murmurs, and diminished 
the chances of peace. . It was proper, therefore, to endeavoui to 
consohdate and to secure hereditary succession, and thus avoid 
innumerable feuds, factions, and misfortunes The chief obstacle 
to the plan of umversal harmony, which I meditated, was m my 
person and elevation — I had irsen at once from the multitude, and 
stood insulated and alone It was to obviate this that I cast anchors 
aroimd me on all sides 

“ Eor the caprice of Loms, perhaps an excuse is to be fomid m the 
deplorable state of his health, which must have had a considerable 
influence on his nimd He was subject to cruel inflrmities , ,on one 
side he was almost paralytic My annexation of Holland to the 
Empne, however, produced a most unfavourable impression through- 
out Emope, and contributed greatly to lay the foimdation of our 
misfortunes ” 

Aftei the flight of Loms, Hortense lemamed with her children in 
Palis, where, notwithstanding the repudiation of her mother, and 
hei ovTi abandonment by her husband, with whom she had never 
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lived happily, she continued to mamtann the most finendly relations 
■with Napoleon oud, from her wit and talents, no less tlinn from her 
beauty and amiable disposition she ■ntbs generally regarded os one of 
tho moat distinguished omnmonti of the Imperial Court. For the 
support of her ranV and dignity an ample pension was settled on her 
by tho Emperor, •who also created Pnneo Loms Napoleon Grand 
Duke of Borg and Clevos, a title which had become vneamt by tho 
elevation of Murat to the throne of Naples. It was on tho occasion 
of conferring this domain upon the young Fnnee, that Napoloon mndo 
use of tho memorable expressions — “ Come, my son I ■will bo your 
father you shall lose nothing The conduct of your lather gncvci 





mo to tho heart but it is to bo explained, perhaps by his in&nmUcs 
lYhcn you become great, you most add his debt to yours and never 
forget that m ■whatever situation you ore pbced by my politics and 
tho interests of ray empire, your first duly ii towardi me you 
second towards France all jxrnr other duties oven tho^ to s t 
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people I may confide to you, wiU lank after these.” A Fiench 
panegyrist of the Empeioi has remaiked upon these Tvoids, that “if 
a Yulgai monarch, seated on any othei thione than that of France, 
had used similai language, he might have been justly lepioached 
with excess of pnde m placmg lumself befoie his countiy, and with 
an excess of national vamty m seeking to saciifice to his pohtics the 
interests of people alhed to him voluntaiily or by conquest But 
Napoleon, m exactmg allegiance, took piecedence of Fiance, meiely 
because he felt that he was the head and heart of France, and he 
placed the duties of the pnnces, his subjects, towards France above 
those due to the people they were appomted to govern, because he 
regarded Fiance as the head and heart of Em ope, and of the 
civilized world ” 

Shortly after the reunion of Holland with the Empue, the Yalais, 
which had hitherto been suffered to exist as an independent State, 
was annexed to France, because, commanding the new road over 
the Simplon, the authoiihes of the Bepubhc were thought madequate 
to its piotection, and the possession of the country was deemed useful 
to Fiance and Italy. The native mountameers made a brave but 
brief resistance they were unable to cope with the overwhelming 
power of the gieat and gradually extending Empire The interests 
of France, and the fatal Continental System, but more especially the 
latter, seemed destmed, at this period, to bring the whole of Europe 
under Napoleon’s domination As fast as the commerce of England 
was driven from one region, it sought refuge m and was adopted 
by another, and the Emperor had no alternative but to abandon his 
pohcy, 01 extend his sway over every foot of coast capable of 
sheltering the barque of a smuggler Thus,’ scarcely had the Valais 
been appropriated, when it was found necessary to seize the territory 
of the Hanseatic League — comprismg the fiee towns of Hamburg, 
Frankfort, Bremen, and Lubeck — and the whole hue of coast along 
the German Ocean, embracmg the mouths of the Scheldt, the Meuse, 
the Bhine, the Ems, the W eser, and the Elbe 

These annexations, which weie loudly exclaimed against, even by 
the Emperoi’s ftiends, were announced to the Senate, on the 10th of 
December, 1810, by an Imperial message, m which it was stated, that 
m less than five yeais a means of mtemal navigation would be estab- 
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hshed from the Seme to the Baltic^ through a grand canal the hno 
of T7hich ™ klroadj laid doiro. 'The financea of the empire. 
It WEB added, " are in the most prosperous state, and arc suffiaent for 
all the e33genae« of the State, without new sacnficea being required 
from the people * The financial prosperity of Trance during the 
reign of Napoleon is one of the meet remarkable features of the 
administrataon of the penod and u solely attributable to the order 
and economy introduced nfto every department of the goremment 
1^ die ^JDperoT himself and the Btnct maiutmsnce of wiuoh wag 
ensured by the pnbhaty given to the accounts. It is smd not to 
have required a larger revenue to TnnmtHTTi the mceawmt wars ra 
which the country was engaged, and the intomal direction of tho 
a&irs of the empire, than had suficed for the ancient kingdom m 
times of peace and withm greatly contracted hunts 

The courtly Senate saw no wrong in whatever Napoleon did foe 
the aggrondisemeoit of Trance. Izutead, therefore of mmonstniting 
agamst aggreeeioiis which could not fad to arouse a epmt of resent 
inent against him and his goromiDanl^ they adopted the teiTitDnnl, 
de cree s presented to them and voted to tho Emperor a pompous 
and adulatory address of which the first sentence is a frir opitomo, 

* The profondity and extent of your designs,” said those scrvilo 
legislators, tho frankness and generosity of your pohey, and your 
constant soliatudo for the good of yo ur people, were nover made 
more manifest than m the lost message addressed by your Boyal and 
Imperial Majesty to the Senate,” At the same time, a mantimo 
conscription and that of the army for 1811 were voted. 

About tho same penod was promulgated a decree, which was not 
only nttorly imworthy of Napoleon, but would have disgraced a 
Bcmi-civiliiod pnnee of the middle ages. This mcasuro directed the 
dcMtruction of oil English msnolactarcd goods and Colound produce 
whether smuggled or in bond, throughout tho Empire, and wherever 
cUo French authority could be enforced. This ” say* Ec Dour 
nonno, " was felt with suffiaent seventy m tho intcnor of Franco 
but none, save those who witnessed it, can concciro tho utter dciti 
tution which tho msano act caused in commercial dntnets. The first 
ncccwranci of life were burned m vast quanUacs before tho eye* of 
men who were penshmg for wunf of them and the breasts of a 
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multitude of all classes were filled witk the deadliest hatred against 
the author of the system, the mamtenance of whrch required such 
dreadful sacrifices ” 
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CHAPTEB XXXm 

MBvr E*rrBioTio«» ok tbc — attempt or ui tAni-A to amae* 

IIKATH THE BMPCROB — Dlimi OF TUE KJKO OP DOME — BEMOVAl. OP 
TUE POPE TO POin-AnntBl.EAO 1811 


■ojiiNO tto ecastm of peace, imil of general 
I rcjoicmg irhicb foUoircd tho nctorj’ of 
IFcgrom tLo ngorous ftuTeillflncc lizider 

i ^Iuch the public pret* had been prcrioiuly 
placed TToa conndtanbly roicced- The Em 
r peror himaoU Bccxns to httvo entertained a 
I dciiro to allow sufEcicnt latitude to the 
dprcrtioTi of opinion, and for a Umo refund 
to interfere Tfith publications that rncrcly diascntcd from hii own 
viQwa and pobcp but tbo pcculinr ciTcumstancc* bj which he wtu 
surrounded, and which danj became more compbeated, and Uic 




hestbictions on the press. 


necessities -wliicli impelled him to acts callable of bemg represented 
in an unfavomahle hght, lendeied this a dangeious indulgence, 
especially as it 'svas chiefly lendeied available by men, not anxious to 
lectify what they consideied eriors m the Goveimnent, or to diiect 
the pubhc mmd, but to pioinulgate violent doctnnes, caieless as to 
the conseq^uences, so long as the speculations were piofitable to then 
origmators Extreme notions are always most favourably received 
by the masses, and the pandering to the depraved appetite of the 
populace, durmg and subsequently to the Kevolution, had oiigmally 
occasioned Napoleon to regard the press as an enemy, and to deprive 
it of most of its power to do mischief When the British Blockade, 
however, came into full operation, and nearly all the petty and seveial 
of the large States of Eiuope were absorbed in the Great Empue, it 
became imperative on the luhng powers to impose additional fetters 
on the medium through which assaults began to be multiphed against 
a system, which was felt, even by its author, to be vuhieiable at every 
pomt Accordmgly, the number of newspapers was diminished m 
the several departments — especially m those recently annexed to 
France, and where they were likely to be most dangeious — a more 
rigid censorship was estabhshed over all books, pamphlets, hteiary 
and scientific pubhcations, and theatrical representations even the 
subjects for discussion by public bodies were hrmted> so as to exclude, 
as much as possible, all reference to the domestic or foreign pohcy of 
the Emperor 

It was impossible that contmuous triumph could attend this kmd 
of warfare The demand for intelhgence had been created at the 
commencement of the Eevolution, and the supply had existed too 
long for Its absence to be tolerated Although, therefore, both 
press and people, for the present, succumbed to the victorious soldier-, 
who, by the success of his arms, the vigour of his administration, and 
his legislative enactments, had conferred so much benefit as well as 
glory on Fiance, the afiectrons of a great number of his subjects were 
alienated by what could scarcely fad to be considered an act of 
despotism Nor was the feehng engendered by these proceedmgs 
the less ardent, because it was driven to seek shelter m concealment 
Many who had condemned the abuses of the press, forgot all nunor 
aggressions m their resentment against the arbitrary extmction of the 
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means of pnblic mfo rmati on Napoleon, it ■would almost appear, 
wflfofly sbut his eyes to this natural consequenco, until it was too 
late to retnere his error 

The Emperor a fear of the press -was never better exemplified fban m 
hiB conduct respecting the Count de Chateaubriand, author of 'Atala, 
and * The Beauties of Christianity The Count, through the influence 
of the Emperor, having been elected a member of the InifitutB, was 
required, by the regulations of that body, to pronounce an eulogy 
on the person ■whom he sncceededL Chateaubriand resolved, on this 
occasion, to render himself conspicuous, by reversmg the usual 
custom, and stigmatising M Ch^mer as a democrat and regiado. 
His ■whole speech, indeed, was a pohbcal harangue on the death of 
Ixmii XVI and the restoration of monarchy The inlject 'was soon 
apoVen of throughout Pans, and at last reached the ears of the 
Emperor Ho ordered the speech to be shewn hna, and, pronounong 
it to be extravagant and out of place forbado its pubhcafaon* One of 
the great officers of the Impenal household, who was also a member 
of tho Institute had been active m obtaining a heancg for tho Const s 
oration. Napoleon was more mdignant at this mraunstonce, than at 
the presumption and ingratitude of Chateaubnand hnnsolf "How 
long be said addresimg the ofiendmg officer m tho midst of o 
brilliflnt circle of courti er s “ how long is it smee tho Instituto was 
audiomed to become a political iiasembly instead of miJnn g verses, 
and censuring feults of language? It bad bettor beware bow it 
forsakes tbo domain of the Muses, or I "ball take prompt measures 
to confine it to proper liimti And you Sir how could you sanction 
such au mtemperate diatriboT If M. de Chateaubnand is insane or 
malovolont, a madhouso may edro or punishment correct him . Or, 
on the other hand tho opinions ho hM oxpressod may bo conscicn 
tiously his, and ho is not compelled to suircndor thorn to my pohey, 
of winch ho is i^orant. ^Vith you, however, the case is entirely 
different. Ton arc constantly near my person; are acquainted with 
all my acts and know my •wishes. lYhatcvcr oicaso there may bo 
for Chntcanbrinnd, there can bo none for you I hold you guilly» 
Sir and consider your conduct as cnnunal; tending as it does to 
bring back to ■us tho days of disorder and confusion anarchy and 
mnssacro 


REBTJKE OF A COOBTIEE,. 

“Aie we banditti, think you, and am I but an usm’per'^ I 
detbioned no peison. I found the crown in the kennel, and took it 
up. The people placed it on my head lespect the acts of the nation > 
To submit facts of such lecent occunence to pubhc discussion under 
present circumstances, is to comt fiesh convulsions, and become an 
enemy to pubhc tianquillity The lestoiation of monarchy is veiled 
m mystery, and must remam so. Wherefoie, then, this pioposal for 
a new proscription of members of the Convention and of regicides ? 
Why aie subjects of such a dehcate nature agam broached'? It must 
be left to God alone to pionounce upon what is no longer withm the 
reach or judgment of menl Is it necessary for you to be more 
scrupulous than the Empiess ^ Her mterest, m this question, is as 
dear as yoms can be, and much more direct ; yet she. has made no 
enqumes Imitate her moderation and magnanimity. 
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^^Has the object of aU ’my care, the firut of all my efforts been 
unavailing, that-so soon as my presence no longer ^estiams you, you 
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twenty fonrtli eacceeded. Forty attempts may be made agamjt 
Napoleon, before he u taken off hut each givca a chance the le» 
for hnn and the greater for other* and what la the hfo of a man 
compared witli the dertmction of a tyrant. 

" I hare no accomplice* , I opened my mmd to no human bemg' 
but the tie of Tmtae, Tvhidi mute* the youth of Germany m the loro 
of liberty, mil giro me aucceasorB, After me rrill come othen, 
though not from Saxony, "where the young mem are duwJnte and 
diahonourable but from Wes^haha, from the Hanae Towna, from 
Italy, and Spain. In the end, aome one muit gucceed. My fate 
■win orerwhehn my mother and aiater with aonw but why ^ould 
the tears of two women mterfere "with the dehrerance of Germany ? 
Napoleon once dead, Gennany wiH recover her anaent lawi and 
aoreraignj French domination wiD be at an end, and the Code 
Napoleon "will cease to be law I conadoxed not mother, aistcr, 
relationf, nobflity nor pnril^oi the dehreranco of my native land 
from the galling yoke of France -was my only object. To attain thu 
end, I have sacrificed all my blow has iaHod, and 1 shall meet 
death with mdifterence ” 

Notwithstanding his vaunted courage, horrover. La Sahla sohatod 
his hie which, on hu being represented as a lonatio, was granted by 
the Emperor He remained a pnsonor, in the castle of "Vincennes, 
tin 1814 when he was Hborsted by the Bourbon^ and rotomed for 
awhile to Saxony, where his unde was hfimster of State, with the 
mtention of faVtng vengeance upon tho Kmg of Prussia for his 
oppressive conduct to I»a Sahla s countrymen but *'tho Hundred 
H^b commenced before im project "was npe for execution and tho 
young Saxon s hatred of Napoleon lumng merged mto that which 
he entertamed towards the less scrapulouf ipohatort, who formed tho 
Congress of "Vieima, ho set out again for Pans to tender his scmcc* 
to the Emperor, whom ho now r^arded os o liberator To conceal 
his object and obtain a passport, bo represented to Count do Har 
denburg, the Frnssiaii minister, that ho intended to renew his former 
attempt against tho French monarch and Hardenhorg jranhnl 
JJluchcr Pnneo ilcttcrnidi, Boron Stem, and M do Mongclui, tho 
Bavarian miniitor, are said not to have scrupled to encoorago tho 
young fanntif^ HOT to fuTiush him with mcajis to cficct hi* osstuned 
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pmpose Among otlier tibmgs tliey supplied lum with n quantity of 
fulnunatmg silvei, the prescnbed use of which has not been stated, 
but to this La Sahla owed his second captuie. At the opemng of 
the Chambei of Representatives by the Empeioi, on the 5th of June, 
1815, a dieadful explosion, lesembhng a clap of thundei, was heaid 
neai the entrance of the hall of Legislature La Sahla, fearing to 
leave the packet at his lodgmgs, had earned it on his person, and 
his foot having shpped m the street, he fell upon the detonatmg 
powder, which, exploding, had severely wounded huh That the 
young enthusiast, on this occasion, had no evd design against Napo- 
leon seems certain, horn the pains he took to give information to 
the French authonties respecting the force, resources, and operations 
of the Alhes La Sahla, on hearmg the result of the battle of 
Waterloo, is said to have thrown himself mto the Seme This is 
another example of the dangerous influence upon young and ardent 
minds of modem Geimau dlumimsm 

In the autumn of 1810, the pregnancy of the Empress had been 
officially announced to the French Senate On the evemng of the 
19th of March, 1811, it was rumomed throughout Pairs that Mana- 
Louisa was mdisposed, and her accouchement hourly expected The 
Tuilenes was besieged All classes regarded the event as one of 
the deepest national mterest The Imperial Family, the great officers 
of the household, and several mimsteis of state, were summoned to 
the palace at about ten o’clock, and continued in attendance durmg 
the mght The Empress’s labotu was a tedious and very diffi- 
cult one , and towards mommg, Dubois, the accouchem, went mto 
the ante-chamber, m which the Emperor waited, and, with great 
alarm, desued mstiuctions there had been a wrong presentation, and 
he feared that either the child or the Empress must be sacrificed 
Not one smular case ocems m a thousand; and the consideration 
that such a misfortune had happened to the Empress afflicted Dubois 
beyond conception Napoleon encouraged him, telhng him that a 
man, who understood his busmess, ought never to lose his presence 
of mind For get,” he added, ^^that she is Empress, and treat her 
as you would the wife of a citizen of the Rue St Denis Nature 
has but one law, and you need fear no reproach ” It was then 
asked, if but one could be saved, which it should be, the motliei oi 



■\oL II -s V 



BIKTH op THB king op EOITB 


the child? ^The mother,**— instantly replied the Emperor ''it a 
her right and bemdea, if ahe lire I may have another rbiltl Act 
m this case preciaely as you -would at the birth of a cobbler s wm” 

To mapire Xhibou with additional confidence, Napoleon accom 
panicd him mto the Empreaa a chamber, and soothed and tran^nillijed 
hifl coneort by hia presence and converBatioiu Keconrao was obliged 
to be had to mstmments and the Empreas fearing tbnt ahe TTaa 
treated differently to others, exclaimed, that “ ahe was to be aacnficcd 
because of her rank. So perilous was the dehvery that aH pre 
arranged etiquette -was diir^aided and the child, when bom, -was 
put aside on the floor — the ntuation of the mother demanding the 
attention of all present The m&nt was thought, indeed, to bo dead, 
till Comsart, the phynaan, who was m attendance, took it up blew 
a few drops of brandy mto ita month, chafed it gently and dieted 
a feeble cry The Emperor flew to embrace bnn and earned him 
at once mto the midst of the great dignitanes of the Empire, assem 
bled to -rertfy his buth and sex, who enthusiastically hsifled him as 
Knro OF Eoue— the title which it had been announced, would be 
conferred on a son. Hus was at nine in the morning of the 20th 
of March- A few mmntes afterwards, the erent -was annonneed to 
the people of Pons by discharges of cannon The gardens of the 
Ttrilenes, the parks the streets and squares, had been thronged from 
an early hour m the momnig with persons annous to obtam intolli 
gence It bad been preyiously notified that twenty-ono guns would 
bo fired for a princess, but that the birth of a pnneo would be 
announced by a Hundred and ono At the sound of the first gun, 
profound silcince sunk upon flic prcnously tu mu l t uous concounc, 
and contmued till the twenty second discharge, when the acc lama tions 
of the delighted multitude rent the air, and contributed oi much 
as the cannon to caiiy the joyful tidings to every corner of Paris 
Never was the birth of a cluld welcomed -with more unbounded or 
more tim ypr fpl enthusiasm. Tho whole Fr en c h population seemed 
delirious -with rapture. Tho throne and dynasty of Napoleon were 
now considered secure and it was hoped that new care# would 
engross tho attention of tho Emperor and that peace prosperity, and 
general hsppmess would ensue 

Hio fiStes and public rejoicings on tho occasion were magnificent 




Deputations Trere sent witli congratulatory addresses firom Bomej 
Naples, Milan, Amsterdam, and all tlie great cities and towns m 
the empire From Austna, Eussia, Prussia, Saxony, and all the 
Emopean powers then at peace with France, ambassadors extiaoidi- 
naxy were sent with the compliments of their respective Soveieigns, 
even the dethroned King Charles IV of Spam, and his Queen, made 
a journey to Paris, foi the express purpose of fehcitatmg Napoleon 
on the birth of an heir to his dominions 

The King of Pome was baptized on the 9th of Time, at Notre 
Dame, by his giand-uncle, Cardmal Fesch The Emperor of Austna 
was his sponsor, bemg lepresented by the Duke of Wurtzbrng, his 
brother He received at the font the names of Napoleon-Francis- 
Charles- Joseph The Prmce seemed destmed to inhent the greatest 
monarchy of modern tunes The actual Empue, at this penod, 
extended from the Baltic to the Pyienees, and from the port of 
Blest to Terracma on the confines of the longdom of Naples, and 
comprised a population of neaily fifty milhons of peisons, and the 
finest portion of Europe, while the power of Napoleon extendmg ovei 
other donunions, made the temtoiy obedient to him, m fact if not’m 
name, amount to upwards of eight hundred thousand square miles, 
and swelled the number of his subjects to more than eighty-five 
milhons 

On the lecoveiy of the Empress, Napoleon made a tour with her 
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tliroiigli eCToral of the French departments, mdoding Bolgimn and 
Holland, Tvliere he ■^ras received mth demonstrataons of more decided 
hostility than he had ecrpenenced at any former period of his career 
The Dutch oapcmally, regarded him as the oppressor of their countrv 
Their opulent merchants had become insolvent their shipping ■^ras 
rottmg m their harbours their qnays and irharfi were deserted 
and thmr warehooeea falling to decay The discontented burgo- 
mnsters wero, therefore httle disposed to pay the homage which 
had been so nniversal throughout France Xhev compinmed bitterly 
of the system which was mming them country and venturod on more 
than one occasion, to hmt their gncn-ances to the Emperor himsol^ 
who sought by every moans in his power to ingmtiato himself with 
the sturdy population — excepting that which alone conld hare 
afforded them satisfection — the removal of commercial restnctioiiB, 
He made magtudeent presents conferred honours ordered the com 
mencement of great and useful works appeared m public with a 
Dutch guard only spoke to the people of the ncccssi^ of reducing 
the commou enemy — the tyrant of tho sea, the vampire of trade — to 
reason and, finally undartook to estahliah a Chamber of Commerce 
at a time however, when os a grave ofasen ventured to assure him ‘ a 
cloeot would hold aD tho commoreo Jeff to tho nation.” Yet no mam 
festation of opinion could divert tho Emperor from the nunons course 
ho was pursuing he oven flattered himself from somo oppcamnccs 
of rejoicing which were got up during his stay m Amsterdam, that 
he had conquered tho projudicos of the Dutch, and that they would 
shortly become good and loyal subjocts nor could ho bo persuaded | 
to the contrary until adversity thrust upon him tho couTictiou of his 
error 

Notwithstanding his portmaaty however, Najwlcon could not fail 
to SCO that hia commcrcuil r^ftom was inflicting tho greatest hardships 
upon tho Continent. Ho therefore about this time, sought onco 
more to open a nogooation for peace with England For this 
purpose, 11 I>nboachcro, a mcrcantilo agent, was commissioned to 
ascertain from the Marquis of TV^elleslcy then ^Iinistcr for Foreign 
Affairs on what terms the English Government would treat. Tho 
attempt WHS frustrotod through tho moddhng propcusiUcs of FouchC 
who unknown to (ho Emperor hod detpafehed an sgent of hu own 
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to London, on die same enand Ouviaid and Laboucheie opened 
then conespondence with, the Maiquis about the same time, and as 
neithei of the negociatois had any propei ciedentials, and each demed 
all knowledge of the other, the Biitish hlinistei was induced to 
beheve that both weie meie spies oi adventurers, and refused to 
communicate with either Napoleon, informed of the result, and 
the means by which his object had been foiled, dismissed Louche horn 
the Ministry of the Pohce, and sent him into a kmd of honour able 
banishment, as Governor of Rome 

Meanwhile, the quaiiel of the Emperor with the Pope was the 
cause of much dissension and heart -bunung throughout Cathohc 
Europe Pius, who still remamed at Savona, had steadily refused to 
concede his temporal sovereignty , and, finding that this excited htde 
pubhc interest m his behalf, he dexterously availed himself of his 
spiritual prerogative to give another character to the dispute At 
the close of 1810, he refused to grant canomcal institution to a bishop, 
whom Napoleon had appointed to the see of -Florence, and thus 
turned the question between himself and the Emperor fiom a pohtical 
to a religious one Napoleon, m return, availed himself of the only 
resource left him, and calhng a General Council of the Bishops of the 
Empne, desned its decision upon the matter at issue The Council, 
after considerable altercation as to its competency, issued, on the 5th 
of August, 1811, a decree, estabhshmg the right of the Emperor to 
nommate to vacant sees, and authorizing the Metiopohtan, or, m his 
default, the semor Bishop of the piovmce, to grant Institution, m 
case the Pope, after due notice, should remain contumacious for six 
months- The decree was required, however, to be submitted to his 
Holiness for approbation, previously to bemg earned mto effect 

A deputation of French and Itahan bishops and caidmals was 
forthwith despatched to Savona, had an audience on the 4th of Sep- 
tember, 1811 , and, on the 20th, succeeded m obtainmg a modified 
sanction of the pioceedmgs of the Council ; but the Pontiff absolutely 
reftised his assent to certam propositions for hmitmg the powei and 
privileges of the Church as a body The dispute, therefore, stdl 
contmued, some obstmate bishops were depnved of then sees for 
misconduct, and the Pope refused to giant Institution to then suc- 
cessois — the newly appomted bishops themselves, m some mstances 
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indeed, dechnod to accept their nommabon until the »chum should 
bo closed. In order to give groator effect to his oppoubon, Kus 
appointed aportoho nears to the Tacont sees to perform the bishops* | 
ftmebons and eren refused to recognise the Imperial d i v or ce 
thereby throwing an imputabon of lUcgibmacy on tho King of j 
Home Numerous bulls, bnels, and decretal letters, enumerntmg 
tile gnorances of tho Pope and tho general oppression of tho j 
Church, TTcro /orthmth put into cncclabon not only among tho 1 
prelate* but among tho infenor dcigy, in which tho assumed mock * 
ness of the Pope was brooght info strong contrast with tho alleged | 
despobsm of tho Empmir Napoleon aathonxod by the consbtobon 
of tho Galilean Church forbade tho pnhhcabon of these documents 
in Franco and arrested two of the most acbvc promnlgntors. Cardinal 
Picto tho Papal agent, and If d Astros, Ticar of Pans hu corre- 
spondent who together with Cardinal Pocca, who had couatcrogned 
tho Bull of Eicommomcabon against tho Emperor, copies of wJiich 
began now to bo distributed, were conugued to the state prison of 


PORTALIS 

Vincennes It was tlien tliat the pontifical acts and menaces, though 
tieated with contempt by Napoleon, began to have a sensible influence 
on the infenoi clergy, and, thiough their exertions, a party favour- 
able to the pretensions of the Pope arose, and spread abroad in the 
nation Among others, it is said that even Caidmal Pesch, the 
Empeioi’s uncle, condemned the treatment experienced by his Hoh- 
ness , and a member of the Imperial Council of State — Poitahs, 
Directoi' of Pubhc Worship — was disco veied, if not m actually 
circulatmg illegal^ and inflanunatoiy papers, at least m countenancmg 
their distribution 

Napoleon’s angei, when he was infonned of this tieachery, could 
not be restrained He challenged the Duector with his ofience m 
the midst of the Council “ What was youi motive, Su ? ” he 
mdignantly demanded “ If actuated by rehgious prmciples, why 
are you here ^ I seek to exercise no control ovei the conscience of 
any man I did not force you to become a Councillor of State , you 
sohcited the post as a high favour You are the youngest member of 
the Council, and, perhaps, the only one who has not some personal 
claim to that honour You were lecom mended only by youi fathei’s 
services You took an oath of allegiance to me how could youi 
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reljgioTiB feelings permit you to pe^^nre yonrsolf? Yonr cnme is a 
groat one Perliaps at tins moment wliole districts are in commotion, 
throngh your &nlt. The duties of a Connollor of State loTTorda 
me are imm ense You hare yiolated them, and hold the office no 
longer — ^Begone I Let me not see you here again 1 ” 

Portalis, as he mthdrew, passed near the Emperor irho seemg his 
dejection, said, m a more subdued tone, " I am amcerely gnevod at 
this, Sir ibr the virtues and services of your father are fresh m my 
memory ’ "When the CouncOlaT had left the hall, Napoleon added, 

I hope no such scene will ever occur agam it has •wronght me 
much evil I am cot distrastful but may became so I have 
allowed myself to be surrounded by men of every party yet, smce 
I have held the reins of government, this u the first person m my 
employ who has betrayed me 

Two or three bishops were subsequently detected m sending ‘secrCt 
information and mstmctiona to Savona and Napoleon whb began, 
according to his own confession to feel the task of hmnbimg the 
Pope ter be extremely difficult, and to foar that if be odnuaced bo 
ehonld be abandoned by tho nation after committing the delinquents 
to prison, dissolved the occlestasbcel CooncO, and rosolrod to trust to 
fu t ur e events for carrytog out his olgcct of malang clcncal power 
fubopdmato to that of the State, as m England, Rusna, Prussia, 
Switxerland, and a large portion of Germany The Pontiff however 
was not released firom captivity but in 1812 , on information of on 
intended attempt of tho English to rescue him from Savona, as an 
instrument to promote insurrection among tho faithful, ho was trans- 
ferred to Eontainobleau and confided to the friendly custody of the 


accomplished Denom 

Plus, 08 tho artist afterwards rdatod, concaved a great esteem for 
his custodian always called him 'his son ond delighted to converse 
with him on tho labours of tho snm/ts in tho Egyptian cipeditiom 
Ono day ho requested to seo tho book wbich Ecnon had written on 
tho snbjecL Tho author, knowing that all the contents were not 
quite orthodox, hcutotod but on being urged produced tho work 
and cmdcaToured to glots over the objcctionablo matter relative to tho 
Mosaic occount of tho Creation * It is extremely cunous ” said tho 
Holy Father ** but, in truth I know nothing of this before ” Denon 
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mfoimed him, that he had not befoie offeied him the book, because 
it and the mitei had formerly been excommunicated. Excom- 
mumcated' what thou, my son^” rephed Pms, with the utmost 
kmdness and simphcity “ Have I excommumcated thee ^ Truly, 
I am sorry I am sure I knew not of the matter, or I should nevei 
have done so ” 

At Eontainebleau the Pope was treated, as he had been at Savona, 
with the utmost couitesy and consideration Napoleon desired ‘Ho 
make himself feaied, but not to maltreat his pnsonei ; to bend the 
lattei to 'his "^aews, but not to degrade him ” The pontifical house- 
hold "and attendance were on a scale of splendoui httle infenor to the' 
Empeioi’s own estabhshment 
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BAviKo tie on'ffBrd conrso of ovcots 
for a moment, it a nccetmy to tnko a 
coTioTy refrunr of iho proceedmgi of tho 
bostile armiea ■which maintained mch a 
protracted and unportant »tnigglo in tho 
P fiTunim lfl- 

After the Spapah tcmtory had been 
abandoned by the Engluh armv, defeat 
and disaster erorywhenj ainuted iho 
mrurgents ■whose cause indeed, acemed to have become utterly 
hopeless. Sonlt tooh possession of •ovcrol important fortresses and 
towns in Gahcan and, leanng Ney to complete tho conquest and 
pacification of that pronneo ond tho Aitunas ho hastened ailcr 
Eomana and his bands ■which fled prcmpitatcly beforo Inm till com 
polled to dispeno -when Soult marched direct to the attach of Oporto, 
and, after a siogo of three days, earned that aly by assault, on tho 
29th of March 1809 In tho meantune, Zaragossa had been again 
mrested by tho French under tho command of tho gallant Tnnn es; I 
and tho aty aa during its first siege ■was defended by tho braro 1 
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Palafox, witli tlie Same indomitable spmt and energy, no less on the 
parts of the ganison and inhabitants, 'than on his own It was m 
vain that Lannes endeavoured to impress upon the Spaniards that 
lesistance was now- become useless soldiers and. citizens, male and 
female, joined m the general ciy of '^No surrender ” 

The siege was conducted with the utmost skill and valour , and the 
defence was distingmshed hy the most rmdaunted heroism In one 
stieet, a finar, with a swoid m one hand and a crucifix m the other, 
was seen leadmg a multitude of townsmen to the ramparts, m 
another, women and even children mmgled with the -combatants, 
bearing refit eshments to then sons, brothers, husbands, fathers, or 
lovers , or nishmg upon the enemy to avenge the deaths of persons 
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so deal to them The Spaniards, fightmg for what they considered 
freedom and national mdependence, at Zaragossa exhibited a spectacle 
worthy of Europe and the age, and an example for all tune. At 
length, however, when the provisions of the city were exhausted, and 
the streets and squares were stiewn with unbuned dead, a dreadful 
pestilence bioke out among the inhabitants, and added a tenfold 
scourge to that of the besiegers’ cannonade The daily deaths are 
said to have averaged tliree hundred and fifty. “ Men, stretched 
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Upon rtraw,*’ says Mr Southey "lay breathing their last m help- 
less misery spreading ^th their dying breath the mortal tumt of 
their disease who, if they had fallen m. action, would have died with 
the exultation of martyrs Neither medicmea nor nece ssar y food 
■were to be procured, nor needful attendance for the minutcn of 
chanty themselves became victnns of the disease. The Church of tho 
Pillar was crowded with poor creatures who, despanng of hfe, hoped 
now for nothing more than to die m the presence of their tutelary 
saint. The slightest wound produced gangrene and death m bodies 
so prepared for dissolution, by distress of mmd, agitation, want of 
proper aliment, and of sleep for there was now no respite, nmther 
by day nor mght, for this devoted city Even the natural order of 
hght and darkness was destroyed m ZaragosM- By day, it was 
mvolvod m a red sulphureous atmosphere of smoke and dust, which 
hid tho ftoe of heaven by night the fire of cannon and mortars and 
the fiames of banung houses kept it in a state of horrible DlommatioiL 
Ihe cemeteoea could no longer afibrd room for the dead, huge pits 
were dug to receive them, m the streets, and m tho co urts of tho pubha 
buildings fin htmdii were wanting ^Ibr the labour They wore then 
laid before the churches, heaped one upon another and covered with 
shoots and Chat no speotoclo of horror might bo wanting it hap- 
pened, not unfi^uentl^, tbnt these piles of mortality wore struck by 
a ahell, and tho shattetod bodies scaiUsred m all dirccticmM, 

Colonel Napier, in spedkmg of this siege attributes tho obstinato 
defence of the a loss patriotic cause than that geno- 

rally assigned. * The Spanish leaders,” he soys insured uapbat 
obedience by a feroaous exereue of power The danger of resisting 
the enemy appeared light, when a sospiaous word or gesture was 
instantly punished with death. Amidst the noble bulwarks of war, 
a homd army of gibbets was seen, on which crowds of wretches were 
each night suspended because their courage sunk under accumulating 
dangers, or some doubtful expression some gesture of distress, had 
been misconstrued by thar barbarous chiefs.” Tho bravery of tho 
besieged was sustained also by other and less odious means Intclb 
gence was forged and prodamation made of the defeat of Ivopolcon 
and that ralofoi s brother tho Mrmiuis of Loian, was wasting h ranee 
“ This, extravagant as it was met with implicit credence i for sudi 
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was the disposition of the Spaniaids, that the imaginations of the 
chiefs were taxed to produce absurdities, projioitionable to the cie- 
duhty of then followers Hence, the boasting of the leaders, and the 
confidence of the besieged, augmented as the danger increased, and 
their anticipations of victory seemed lealized, when the mght-fiies of 
a succouring force were discerned bla2ang upon the hills behmd the 
Tiench posts.” 

But whatever false hopes may have been created, or coercion used 
with the people, it can scarcely admit of a question, that among aU 
ranks and classes there was manifested a spmt of the most untrnng 
hatred against the Biench, but for the existence of which, indeed, 
any attempt to establish a reign of teiToi must have mvolved its 
authors and the city m speedy rum. The inhabitants were much 
more numerous than the soldiery, and treason on their part, which 
would have been the natural consequence of a barbarity, of which, 
without bemg participators, they were made the victims, would have 
rendered it impossible for the mihtary to bar the entrance of the 
assailants 

Two-thirds of the city were m rums, but the lemaming citizens 
and soldiers stdl lefiised to capitulate, bemg resolved, accordmg to 
an answer made at this period by Palafox to a Biench summons, “to 
perish imder the rums of the last mud wall ” Eventually, however, 
the enduiance of the survivmg population was stramed to its utmost 
tension Palafox hims elf was seized with the pestilence, and there 
bemg few left who could bear arms, it was determmed to surrender at 
discretion When the Piench entered the city, about six thousand 
' bodies were found m the streets and trenches, or pded m heaps before 
the churches Among the prisoners taken was Augustma, called, for 
the masculme bravery she had exhibited m this as well as in the 
former siege, “ The Maid of Zaiagossa,” a designation not strictly 
correct, smce she was married She was of humble parentage, and 
her husband was of the lowest class, but Augustma was gifted with a 
gemus equal to hei comage, and hei counsel was not less admirable 
than her skill and constancy. Nor was she the only herome of the 
time A lady, named Manuella Sanchez, was shot through the heart 
durmg the siege, and another, Donna Bemta, who had headed one 
of the female coiqis formed to supply provisions, tend the wounded. 




and horl stoncts from the hoasotopi upon sncH of tbo iPresch toldioy 
as had forced their yroj into the street*, escaped tho danger* of tho 
siege to die of gnof on leanung tho death of her danghtcr Six 
hundred vomon and children perished during tho second sicgo of I 
this memorablo aty not by tho ravage* of the bombardment or i 
nunca, but in action, by tho aword, tho bullet, or tbo baronet 
In all there foil of tho Spaniards about forty thousand penont, 
htanano Donunguc*, Ihesidcnt of tho Junta, took the oath of fidchty 
to King Joseph on the 21*1 of February, 1809 V, c hare done 
our duty m opposing you,” said Monano to Lonne* • by defending 
our Qty to the last extr o nu ty IVith the same constancy tto shall 
hcrcflfrcr perform our non engagements 

Tho fall of Zorogossa, irus foDowed by tbo capture of Jaca and of 
hfouton and victory constantly followed tho French eagles Still 
however tho Spaniards were undaunted and no part of tho country 
could be justly considered as suljcct to the Emperor s brother but 
where tho presence of French troops overowed tho fnhabitanta. It 
Was necessary' to occupy every town and village and tlic fucce^*ite 
victories obtained, produced littlo more than a conviction that Spam 
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could only be couqueied by the concihation oi extermination of the 
■R^hole people Lannes did not long contmue at Zaiagossa, bemg 
lequued with a laige part of his corps, to proceed on the Austrian 
campaign, m which he was lost -to his country On his departure, 
Suchet — an able general, and moderate and merciful man, who had 
attained his high rank by brdhant services on the plains of Italy and 
Germany, and of whom Napoleon afterwards said, that had theie 
been two such marshals in Spam, tiie Penmsula would have been 
conquered and pieseiwed — was left m command of the Aimy of 
An agon 

The Spamsh general Blake, was no sooner mfoimed that the force 
of his opponents was diminished, than he left his quarteis at Tortosa, 
and, at the head of foiiy thousand men, advanced ftom Catalonia to 
attempt the recovery of Zaragossa This movement was attended 
by an advantage obtamed by the Spamaids at Alcanitz; hut that 
sohtary success was speedily followed by reverses which obhterated 
the disgiace of the Fiench amis, and disheartened the enemy The 
splendid engagements of Mana and Belchrtte, totally destroyed the 
hopes of Blake, and drove him back, upon the province he had 
qmtted, with such piecipitation and disoider, that his troops, bemg 
pursued, were compelled to seek leftige in detached bands among the 
mountams Suchet then returned to Zaragossa, and at once occupied 
himself m clearmg the city of its rums, and repairmg, as far as pos- 
sible, the devastations of the siege ,‘ while, by reheving the suifermgs of 
the inhabitants, he endeavoured to acqune their confidence and esteem 
Nor were his efforts m vam The strictest disciphne was enforced 
among the French soldiery; justice was freely rendered to every 
pel son piefemng a complamt agamst any mdividual of the army, 
all supphes were scrupulously paid for , the magistrates, the mumci- 
pahty, and the priests, were protected m the performance of their 
several duties, and by every practicable means the evils inflicted by 
the war were remedied or mitigated The inhabitants, by no means 
msensible to the generosity of their victors, speedily gave occasion 
for remark, that the city, which of all m Spam had exhibited the 
greatest hostihty to French dommation, had become the most docile 
under the administration of its conquerors, if not favourahle to 
their cause So powerful is the influence of kmdness, forbeaiance. 
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and rectitude, eren upon the mott ohrtinato, the boldcrt, and tho 
moet bigotted of mankind 

The appearance of a new msorgont chief, in tho pcnon of tho 
yoxmger Mmo, toon called Sachet agam mto tho field* Thu bravo 
but moxpenenccd guerilla, or portuan leader had olrcody collected 
arohnd him a numerona and dnnnj» band, and ho now lummoncd 
tho inbnbitantB of tho conquered pronneo to rally round tho itandard 
of King Ferdmond, and drive their invadort from tho country The 
French General left Vn-m httlo tnno, however for tho organmbon of 
an OTtonsiTo jnfuircctionary movement. Having intclhgcnco of lu* 
procpodinga ho imr»ned him with tho ulmort activity and after 
■laughtenng a great number of his followers took Mina himself 
prisoner 
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In Catalonia^ the Fiench tioops had been less successfulj having 
to sustain incessant attachs, at the same tune, fi om the legulai foices 
of Geneials Caio, Blake, and O’Donnel, and horn the numerous gue- 
rilla compames, which scorned and laid waste the sunoimdmg countiy 
" — and which, consistmg chiefly of natives of the piovifice, weie easily 
enabled to elude puismt when defeated The i^oldieiS of the Empue 
weie often i educed to the gieatest extiemities foi want of supphes, 
and then foiagmg paities, unless mconveniently niuneious, were almost 
certain to be cut off by lapidly mcieasmg bands of maiaudeis , many 
of whom, it is not mjustice to say, seemed associated' for no pui'pose 
hut ;^under In 'ordei, therefoie, to give the same supenonty to 
the Fiench arms in Cataloma as m Aiiagon,' it was deemed necessary 
for Suchet ui peison to march against the msuigents Accordmgly, 

r f f ^ 

having strengthened the several foiti esses which divide the piovmce 
he had i educed from that he was about to mvade, and 'posted efficient 
garrisons m each, the Paciflcatoi of Zaragossa” put his tioops m 
motion, and descended to the beautiful plains that bound the cities 
of Tan agona and Valencia 

On the 4th of April, 1810, Suchet became master of the tovm of 
Balaguei , and by the 13th of June, after a desperate engagement 
with O’Donnell, obtained possession of L6nda, M^quinenza, and , 
Moiella The route either to Valencia or Toitosa was then open 
The French Geneial chose the latter, and advanced agamst the army 
of Caio, which had manifested an intention of opposmg his march ; 
but, on the approach of the enemy, it letued with all imagmable 
celerity Suchet, howevei, was unable immediately to attack the 
city, as his batteimg tram had not come up, and he required 
reinforcements to supply the place of the men who had been left to 
garrison the Airagonese forti esses These did not aiiave till De- 
cember The city was then immediately mvested, and on the 1st 
of January, 1811, the Fiench flag floated over the walls of Tortosa 
Meanwhile, vanous gueidla bands, undei the command of ViUa- 
campa, the eldei hima, and the Empecmado, ventured once moie 
to penetiate mto Ariagon, hopmg to wiest their conquests fiom the 
feeble divisions by which the provmce was held The expulsion of 
these thiee chiefs occupied several months Indeed, it was almost 
impossible to come up with, much less to make an impression on 
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ttfem. Thmr flying anniea were now m firont, now on the fln'ntj and 
anon m the rear of the coltmma sent agamrt them, Sometnnea they 
appeared m bodies of two or three Montand men and at others ton, 
twenty, fifty, or a hundred seemed the extent of their force If 
tracked to their lairs, they could not be found — the hir nd i r had dis- 
persed among the rugged mountains by paths and passes known only 
to themselyes bnt their reassembhng seldom 63ed to be notified a 
few days afterwards, by the rayages they committod m the neigh 
bourhood, — intercepting conners, cuttmg ofi* supphes, and destroying 
stragglers and ou^Kwts Erentualty however, through the judioous 
measures adopted hy Suchet, Villacampa and tho Empeonado wero 
compelled to retreat to the district of Cuanya, and Mina fled to tho 
mountams of Navarre 

Suchet, returning into Catalonia, then sat down with forty thousand 
men before the gates of Tarragona, one of the chief bulwarks of insur 
rection in the north of the Peninsula. Eight thoosand men, woD 
armed and clothed, and r^ulcrly nq^hed with provisions ftom tho 
Sntish shipping on tho coast, shut theonselve* up m that aty, 
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dctcniiiued to abide tlic event of a siege ; -wbicli they sustained -vvitb 
great courage and slill foi two months, at the end of which the 
place was cained by assault, and the Ficncli took foimal possession 
on the 21st of June, 1811. Napoleon was filled witli joy at the 
news of the captiue of this stronghold. He seemed, mdeed, to attach 
importance to the most tn^^al successes in Spain : in all piobabihty 
because his tioops weie moie rarely Hetorious in that langdom than 
had been customary widi them in other parts of Europe. Suchet, 
for liis services, on that and former occasions, was honoured with a 
marshal’s baton. 

The occupation of Mont-Serrat followed close upon the taking of 
Tarragona. The French troops seemed destined, on this part of 
the Contment, to revive die glorious days of the conquest of Italy 
The Spanish Council of Regency, which had been recently sub- 
stituted for the Supreme Junta of Seville, feaimg that Valencia 
would experience the fate of its neighbourmg province, hastened 
to place a large army imder the command of Blake, of which 
ten thousand men were despatched to tlie fortresses of Oropeza and 
Saguntum to put them in a state of defence, and operate to check 
the advance of the victonous enemy. These, however, proved but 
feeble obstacles to the French troops, flushed, as they were, with 
victory, and led by a commander in whom they had the utmost 
confidence. Oropeza was reduced with little difiiculty; and Sagimtum, 
after several assaults and a desperate attempt to leheve it by Blake, 
at the head of twenty-five thousand men, m which the Spamaids were 
defeated with a loss of upwards of five thousand killed and woimded, 
was forced, on the 26th of October, 1811, to suixendei at disci etion 
Blake, with the remnant of his tioops, fled to Valencia, the fortifi- 
cations of which had been recently repaired, and which it was hoped 
would be able to marntam itself till a diversion, which was imdertaken 
by Mma and the Empecinado, should be succe'ssftd, at least, in with- 
drawmg the French army from the vicmity. 

The efforts of Mma and his colleague, — of whom it may be men- 
tioned that, after distmguishmg themselves as the foremost champions 
of national mdependence, they were among the -first proscribed by 
the despotic Ferdmand as advocates of Spanish fireedom, — ^were for a 
time successful m savmg Blake firom assault, but Suchet, havmg 
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roceiYed remforccmentB from the corps of Marshal Marmoiit, passed 
the Guadalanar, drove one portion of the force "ffluch had been 
coHectod to annoy him, mto the proYince of hfnrcia, and compelled 
the other to seek refhge m Valencia itself The mhabitants of that 
aty, overawed by the name of the Pacificator of Zaragotia, and seeing 
no other prospect m reaiatance, than the lengthened calamitie* of a 
siege loudly demanded that the gnmson shonld captnlate Afrer 
a few days, therefore, namely, on the lOdi of January, 1812 Blako 
with more tha-n eighteen thousand men, surrendered pnsoiiers of war 
and the Piench, on the 14th, took possession of the caty containing 
eighty stand of colours two thousand horses, threo hundred and 
ninety guns forty thousand muskets and.enonnoui stores of powder 
On the 24th of tho same month, the Emperor, who was never slow 
to reward eminent services issued a decree for distributing among 
the generals, officers, and soldiers of the Army of Arragon, a sum. 
equivalent to the interest of two hnndred millions of francs (nearly 
eight minions and a lialf pounds sterling), to be charged on tho 
rerunues of Valencia. At the same tune ^laishal Sachet wns elcvntod 
tOjthe rank of Duke of AJbufera, and endowed with the povenucf of 
the salt-lake near Valencia, from which his title was derived. 

A few other successes among which may be enumerated tbo battle 
of AltafoUa, fought m the last week of January in which tho Spanish 
General Erolcs was totally defeated, and tho ficge and capture of 
Peniscola, m February, where the French appear to have been os 
much indebted for thoir triumph to the trcachory and cowardice of 
the enemy’s commanders as to their own skill or courage, completed 
the career of Suchet m this part of Spam. The inhabitants, havmg 
lost all enthusiasm for cause of King Ferdinand, and nnhlbcd a 
strong feeling of jealousy, if not hatred, towards tho English, no 
longer opposed the progreas of tho invaders but submitted to what 
they soon found an easier yoke ibmi they had been accustomed to 
and tho llnrsliQl was shortly afterwards recalled by King Joseph to 
assist in tho unavailmg attempt to stem tho progress of BnUsh 
conquest. 

Dnnng tho throe years that Sudiot had been occupied in tho 
conquest and pacification of Arragon# Catalonia and Valencia, other 
iwrtions of tho French army under Soult, Augcrcau, Victor, Ivey, 
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Join dan, St C^*r, Masscna, Maimont, Junot, IMoiticr, Moncey, and 
otlicr leaders of scarcely less cclebiity oi talent, had been engaged m 
operations m other parts of the Peninsula, tiro details of •winch Trould 
fill many interesting volumes It will be sullicient here, however, 
to fiirmsh a biief outhno of the most imjioitant events of the period, 
bemg those which led to the final evacuation of Spain and Portugal 
by the French troops, and the restoration of the Houses of Bourbon 
and Biagan7a to tlironos which they had cxliibitcd then incapacity 
to fill, and which their return served but to disgiaco. 

The talang of Opoito by Soult, on the 29th of March, 1809, was 
almost simultaneous mth the victoiy of Mcdelhn over General Cuesta 
by jNIarshal Victor, and that of Ciudad Peal over the Duke del 
Infantado by General Sebastiam These advantages, added to the 
valuable prizes talcen at Oporto, consistmg of immense magazmes 
of powder, a hundred and mnety seven pieces of artillery, and thnty 
Enghsh vessels, wind-bound m the Dome, laden with "wine and 
pro'visions, enabled Soult to mtroduce bettei disciphne and estabhsh 
more efficient regulations among his troops tlian had been previously 
found practicable ECis first object was to gam the esteem of the 
Portuguese people, whom he regarded, not m the hght of mere 
victims of conquest, who might be speedily released from the presence 
of their invaders by peace, but as subjects destined to augment the 
population of the gieat Empue, and whose allegiance it was necessary 
to secure by humanity and justice. He, therefore, says Colonel 
Napier, “endeavoured to remedy, as far as it was possible, the 
deplorable results of the soldiers’ fiiiy, part of the plunder was 
recovered and restored, the inhabitants lemammg m the town were 
teeated -with respect, and all who had fled were m-nted, by piocla- 
, matron, to return No mihtary contributions were demanded, and 
all violence was restiamed with a firm hand, while the army was 
supported, and the poorest and most distressed of the population 
were even succomed from the captured pubhc property ” 

This wise pohey, as m the case of Suchet in An agon, produced 
an excellent efiect upon the Portuguese, who, remembenng the 
ignomimous flight of them Pegent, and dreadmg the mtention of 
them rulers to make the kingdom a dependency of the Brazils, were 
easily disposed to look -with favour upon an administration, which was 
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not only^ ■mlLmg, but able to put an end to the anarchy whichliad, for 
ft long tane^ paralyxed the energies of the Naboiu A popular party 
began to anee and, gaming strength, -waited upon Soult, to eiprtui 
its dbaire for an ind ependent national goFemment, under the 
auapicea of a Prmce of N^wleon b aelectioii- The deputation cron 
mtnnated its -wiahea, that the Jhnperora choice might fall on hrm 
whose conduct had giyen such general aatiafiction, and proceeded m 
the name of the people to declare, that the ^uaaty of Braganxa waa 
at an end. 

Soult, carefully aroiding anything that might compromise him 
with Napoleon, ventured to give encouragement to the hopes of the 
Portuguese and, m order still further to acquire their confidence, 
appomted several of their leaders to important avil posts, and raised 
an auxiliary legion of five native battahona. The population by 
these measures were soon fiTIfld with attachment to then conquerors 
and in fifteen days, no less than two aties and nine towns sent addresses 
bearing thirty thousand signatures, of the nobility clergy merchants, 
and common people contammg their sentiments on the desntd ro> 
organisation of the kingdom, all endmg with an expression of the best 
wishes towards the Hanhal htcuf^ The deadly ammosity which had 
existed between the French army and the peasantry of the country 
thenceforth subsided even tho pnests forgot thmr fanatacal rancour 
against those whom they had previously treated as greater enemies of 
the true faith than avowed heretics Frcndi stragglers ceased to bo 
assassinated m the neighbourhood, and the mhabitanti were looked 
upon, m turn, as men whose friendship was worth hanng and not 
difficult to he worn 

Soult, however, owing partly to tho pursuit by other French com 
mandcra m districts remoto from his personal mflncaice of a diflcrcnt 
Imo of policy, was not left long at leisure to couiohdatc his conquest. 
The Tras ot JEoutes on tho one side and the pronnccs of Bcira and 
Estremadura on tho other, -were m a state of formidnhlo insurrection 
Tho Portogucso general Sllveirn, at tho head of an army of ten then 
sand men, had not only recaptured tho frontier town of Chaves in 
which Soult bad left a gmnll garrison but advanced intrepidly through 
tho valley of tho Tamega into Fntro 3Iinho o Douro itself; before 
tbo end of April, it was rumoured that tho Victor of imicro Sir 
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Artliur Wellesley, lianng brouglit out consitleinblc reinforcements, had 
assumed the command of the IBntish troops at Lisbon, and accompanied 
by die prestige of \'ictory, y as ad\ ancing Anth a large army to attach 
Opoito Other circumstances •were speedily disclosed, which icndcied 
the situation of Soult cxtrcincl)’’ embarrassing. A conspiracy was 
detected in Ins o'vi'n army for delivering him to the Bntisli General, 
and thus putting an end to the uar; of •nhich, as undci liis admims- 
tration it had ceased to be profitable, and the troops began to suspect 
that he was desirous of making himself king of Portugal, many of tlie 
French officers and soldiers were heartily tired Tlic strcngtli of the 
enemy was soon ascertained to exceed gicatly tliat of tlic French. 
Wellesley had under his command twent3'’-six thousand Bntish and 
German soldiers, sixteen thousand Portuguese tioops of the line, and a 
large insurrectionary force ; besides the chief control of the move- 
ments of General Cuesta, who was posted -nnth an army consisting of 
SIX thousand cavalry and tlmiy thousand infantry, in the Alemtejo, 
to watch the corps of General Victor, which smee the battle of jMedelhn 
had been unaccountably inactive. Soult, to oppose this overwhelming 
power, had about twenty-four thousand effective men, upon whose 
fidelity, as has been sho'wn, he could not rely. 

In this emergency, the French General saved his corps from the 
disgrace which had befallen his countrymen at Baylen and Cmtra by 
the promptitude and -svisdom of his measures. The greater part of lus 
gims, stores, and baggage, was sent towaids the Tamega, the passage 
of which Silveira vainly endeavoured to contest , and the ammunition 
and provisions that could not be lemoved were destroyed. Notwith- 
standing his piecautions, however, the undiscovered conspirators in his 
camp were nigh accomphshmg his and then o'wn nun The Marshal’s 
orders were neglected, or only half obeyed, and false reports of their 
execution made to him, while communications that would have 
influenced his conduct in gmttmg Oporto, were ■wilfully withheld, till 
it was deemed too late for him to profit by them 

Sir Arthur WeUeslOy, after ha-nng obtained some slight advantages 
on the 10th and 11th of May, over a corps of observation despatched 
by Soult to watch the enemy’s motion on the southern bank of the 
Douro, took post at Villa Nova, opposite Opoi-to, •with only the nver 
between his and the hostile army. Well informed of the condition 


199 


SETBEA.T <Jr BOULT 

tmi ddSculUet of the French Chie^ the Engluh Gleneral heeitated not 
to commence the passage with a single baige, which had been procnrcd 
through the aid of d friendly harher, who contnvmg to erade the 
French, patrols had. crossed during Ihe preceding night. Other Vessels 
Were apeedfly obtained, and a large portion of the British army wore 
landed m the city and its neighbourhood before noon irbile Soolt, 
taien by suipnse, tfm compelled to mate a hasty retreat mth the 
remnant of hia troops in the direction of Amarante irhence he expected 
lo find his whole force concentrated to effect the passago of the Tamega, 
and thence to march for Zamora or Salamanca where, after haying 
opened a free communication with Victor, Serille, or Lisbon might 
hare been operated against with effecL In the ta^ng of Oporto, the 
Entnsh lost twehty killed, and mnety-str wounded the French lost 
about five hundred men m killed and wounded, with five pieces of 
artillery taken m thfe field, about fifty guns and a great quantity of 
•ammunition which had been loft m the oxtena) and several hundred 
men m the hospitoU. 

Soult fl retreat, on account of the dil&mlties oyercomo, was one of 
the most masterly erer executed General Loison had been ordered 
to keep the bndge of Amarante but, haying been attacked by 
T^funihsl Bereaford, and hearing about the same timo of the capturo 
of Oporto he abandoned his post, and took the road to Gnimarmcns 
hoping to escape mto GbIicib or Astunas reckless os to the pro* 
bable fiite of his Commander m-chief and two-thirds of tho army 
Soult, when the news of this unexpected calamity reached him, was m 
the nflighbonihood of FenafieL Ho had just passed tho nycr Souxo 
it was one o dock in tho morning the weather was wet and bois- 
terous the men were dropping from cxhansfion and a load cry 
arose t>n^ t the army ought to capitnlato. It was then that tho French 
General, by his energy and judgment, yindicatod his nght to tho 
high rank he bad ottamod. A Spanish podlar informed him of a 
path, which, ascending tho nght bank of tho Soma, led o\cr the 
Serra do Catalina to Gaunamens. Ho instantly caused tho artillery 
and heavy ammunition, tho baggage, and oven the military chest, to 
bo destroyed and, loading mules and horses with sick men and 
muskct-ammumtion ho repassed tho nycr, and followed his guide 
to Pombcim. Tho nun dunng tho whole time fell m torrents, and 
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tlic paths were of the most rugged, and apparently impiacticable, 
descnption. At Guimaiaens, Loison and that poition of the army 
which liad been sent from Oporto, previously to the British attack, 
were overtaken ,* and thus, when such an event could least be hoped 
for, the Avholc of Soult’s foicc was once more concentrated 

The guns, and most of the baggage and ammunition of Loison’s 
and Lorge’s dmsions, vcrc forthwith biokcn up and abandoned, 
and tlie army, taking again to the mountam-paths, piocccded to the 
heights of Can-allio and Salainondc Heic the road branched m two 
directions, the one towards Chaves, through Buivacns and Venda 
Nova, and the other to i\Iontalcgrc, across the Cavado. Both routes, 
however, were represented by die scouts to be be impracticable The 
bndge of Bimaens was destroyed, and die liver defended by twelve 
hundred Poi tuguese, with artillciy ,* and a party had been employed 
throughout the day of die 15th, in breaking down the Ponte Novo 
Night was setting in, the Prcncli soldiers were harassed, barefooted, 
and starving, the lam, which had never ceased since die 13th, was 
mcreasmg in violence, and accompamed by storms of wmd, the 
ammumtion was injured by the wet,* the British army was at no 
great distance in the icar, and, if a passage could not be forced over 
the Ponte Novo, the hour of sunender had arrived Soult, appalled 
it may be, but still resolute to attempt all that offered a chance of 
escape, sent in tins extremity for Major Dulong, one of the most 
danng officers in his army “ I have chosen you,” he said, from 
all m the ranks to seize the Ponte Novo, which has been cut off by 
the enemy Select a hundred grenadiers and twenty-five horsemen, 
endeavour to surprise the guards, and secure the passage If you 
succeed, send to me , but if not, your silence will suffice ” 

Pavoured by the storm, Dulong leached his destmation imperceived, 
killed the centmel, before an alaim could be given, and, followed by 
twelve grenadiers, crawled along a narrow shp of masomy which was 
all that remained perfect of the bridge One of the grenadiers fell 
mto the deep gulf of the Cavado, which, bemg flooded, roared as a 
torrent along its rocky channel The noise of the wateis drowned the 
cry of the soldier, and Dulong with eleven men gained the further 
bank, surprised the nearest post, and put the Portuguese guards, who 
imagmed they were m the presence of the whole French army, to flight 
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The bhdge rru rapidly repaired and by font o dock, m the monui 
Sonlt’e adyanced guard commenced croeemg Before aD the tree 
had paised, howerer, for the column of march ttos long and the Tew 
to narrow and uneven tlmt not more than three peraona could advan 




abrcait, they were attacked m front by a number of Portugucae gut 
Tillaa, who lay concealed among the woods and crag* on the height 
and on Uie rear by tho Engbab, wbo bad brought tbcir artillery ( 
bear on tbo fngibrca The intrepid Dulong ngam MTed the army 
ho daabed, mtb a cho«n fer, np tbo rocla, pot the rortogocM t 
flight, tmd opened on tmobatmclcd pasiogo for hit comrtidca— foUmj 
deeply troimded, the moment after hij object -mu ^ 


Bnbflh gnn*, benreror could not bo »acnccd and tbo bndpe tn 

rode* and the defile beyond were atrown with mangled bodies 
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and hoises, till tlie gdige was choked The Portuguese peasantry, 
with the accustomed feiocity of cowards, tortured and mutilated every 
sick and wounded man, and all the stiagglers that fell mto their 
hands, while the soldiers, m letahation, shot the peasants, and set fire 
to their habitations 

I 

On the 18th, Soult himself, bringmg up the real -guard of his army, 
ciossed the Spanish firontiei, and pursuit entirely ceased On the 
19th, he enteied Oiense, without guns, stores, ammumtion, or bag- 
gage His men were utteily exhausted, the greater part without 
shoes, many without accoutrements, and some even without muskets 
Seventy-six days previously, he had qmtted Orense with about 
twenty-two thousand men, and thiee thousand five hundred had after- 
wards jomed biTTi He returned with nmeteen thousand five hundred, 
having lost by the sword, sickness, capture, m the hospitals and the 
field, and by assassmation, six thousand soldiers He had taken mto 
Portugal fifty-eight pieces of artillery, and returned without a cannon 
Yet, according to imiveisal admission, his reputation, as a brave and 
able general, was m no wise diminished 

Soult halted during the 20th of May, but, on the 21st, put his 
troops m motion agam, to succour General Pourmei , who, having 
been left m garrison at Lugo by Marshal Ney, while the latter, after 
subjugatmg Gahcia, pressed forward to reduce the Asturias, had been 
closely mvested by twelve or fifteen thousand Spamaids, under the 
command of General Main The rehevmg army reached Gutm on 
the 22nd, and the same day Mahi, descrying its van on the mountains 
above Lugo, broke up his camp and retued to Mondenedo 

Sn Arthur Wellesley, meanwhile, havmg learned that Soult had 
retreated by Orense, returned with his whole army to Oporto, whence 
he mtended to advance to the Spanish ftontier, unite with the force 
of Cuesta, and dnvmg Victor ftom his position, not only dehver 
Gahcia ftom the French, but carry the war mto the centre of Kmg 
J oseph’s dominions Of this plan all that depended solely upon the 
Enghsh General was accomplished, but what required the co-oper- 
ation of the Spamards faded, ftom the ignorant self-conceit and 
obstmacy of Cuesta and the Supreme Jxmta Wellesley crossed the 
ftontier m the begmnmg of July, and on the 27th, after being 
thwarted to the utmost by the Alli es, in whose cause he was said to 
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be fightmg^ obtained some advantage over the corps of General 
Victor at the Caaa do Salma. On the morning of the 28th, he found 
hiTTiflelf with an army of about forty four thonsand mfantry and ten 
thonsand cavalry, supported by a hundred pieces of artillery, m the 
presence of an enemy about fifty thousand strong but of a quahty 
which fkr more than compensated for the infononty of their numbers, 
bemg chiefly veteran troops of the Empire , while among the ADies 
wure between thirty three and thirty four thousand Spaniards, i^n 
whom no reliance could be placed for courage fidelity or obedience 
to orders Marshal Jourdan and Tfmg Joseph had jomed Victor 
the former of whom counseHod the avoidance of an engagement 
until the result of some operations undertaken by Soult, on the 
English rear should be aseertamed but Victor, opposing this advice, 
mduced the Tfing to hasard a general battle, m order, as he conceived, 
to save the capital foom folhng mto the hands of the foe 
Accordingly about one o clock in the afternoon, the Erench 
marched to the attack and at two, Victor gave the signal for battlo 
Eighty pieces of artillery unmedndely opened a deadly volley 
the combined anmes, and the light troops swiftly following the storm 
of bullets poured mto the vale of Xalavera, leading on the broad 
dense columns of Imperial mfimtry to the foot of the Bntuh Imo 
The En gliiVi soldiers met them with loud shouts and mamtanung 
the ground m front, and lappmg flarilrs with firo, repulsed 
them with carnagu. Though beaten bock, however, m their 

first attempt, the French rallied, and made head for another assault 
but the Bntiih artflleTy and musketry opened upon them such a 
destructive hail of shot, whilo a Spanish cavalry regiment charged 
their flwTitc, they were compeHod to rctir© m disorder Scrcral 
movements followed, m which the French had such signal advantage 
that the Enghsh centre was absolutely broken, and victory seemed 
about to snatch her laurels foam the brow of her Ikvonnfe Sir 
Arthur ‘Wollealey however saw and scued the cnbcol moment to 
tom the fortune of the day Cavalry and infantry were poured 
against the advancing battabons, till tho French, relaxing their 
cxertionB by degrees, were brought first to halt from pursuit, and 
crentuaHy to give way, and return to tho ponbon they had occupied 
previously to tho commencement of tho battlo At six Ib 
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evening, all hostility had ceased, each army occupymg the same 
giound It had held in the morning The Bntish lost two generals, 
tinrty-one othei officeis, and neaily eight hundred soldieis in killed, 
and four thousand five hundied and sixty wounded and pnsoneis 
The Sxianiards lost above twelve hundied men in killed and wounded, 
and the Piench had rune hundied and forty-foui killed, and six 
thousand four hundied and fifty wounded and prisoners and lost, 
besides, seventeen guns, of which ten weie taken in the fight, and 
seven abandoned in the woods. The bad conduct of Cuesta and 
his Spamards alone pi evented Talavera firom bemg a decisive victory 
As it was, after resting on the field dunng the 29th and 30th, the 
Bntish General, who could obtain no provisions for his tioops, nor 
sufficient assistance to save his wounded from peiashing, and who, 
moieover, in the mterval, had received information that Soult was 
rapidly advancmg on his rear, was compelled to retreat, his example 
being followed so readily by the Spaniards, that the wounded Enghsh, 
whom Cuesta had undertaken to protect, fell into the hands of the 
enemy 
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On tlie 8th of Auguat, Cnerta Tm totally defeated at Anobspo, by 
Sonlt. On the 11th, Sir Robert Wilson, with his Portnguese legion, 
were put to disgracefnl flight at the pass of Bafios by Ney, on the 
Aame day. General Venegas waa beaten with great slaughter and 
the loss of firor thousand pnaonen, a concderahle number of guns 
and c ama gea, and much baggage and ammunition, at Almonaad, m 
the proTince of La Mancha , and "Welletley, percemng the futility of 
dependance on the co-operation of troopa so utterly undisaplmed 
and dispirited, and of officer! so cowardly and treacherous as tho 
Spaniards had proyed themselvoi, retreated with little delay to 
Badajox rehnquiahmg by the way a large quanttty of ammunition, 
many horsee, and even the treasure- chert of his army A season of 
comparatiTe mihtary mactinty ensued, which was divemfied chiefly 
by a eenes of squabbles charges, and recriminations between tho 
English Muusters and Generals and the Spanish Junta and its agents 
The actions that took place were ill-directed and worse eiecnted by 
the pstnots m concert with whom Snr Arthur "Wellesley, without 
a better guarantee than their worthies* words of honour absolutely 
refused to undertake any moyement whataoeyer 
In the meantime howeyer tho Spanish anme* had underg on e 
two or three change* of generals, neither perhaps for tho bettor nor 
the worse for rarnty, incapacity, and tho grossert ignorance soemod 
the characteristic of all for whom mtnguc or bnbory, at this penod, 
obtained employment fix>m tho yaxiouB Juntas in tho kingdom Tho 
first moyement of importance made by tho Spaniards was in No- 
vember, 1809, by Arena ga who on rccmying tho co mm a n d of on 
army of ■ i »iy thousand men, promised that ho would ipcodi^ dnvo 
tbft mtrusiTC fixim Madrid, and froo his country from tho 

presence of the Imperial troop* It is but justice to this incxpo 
ncnced leader to state that he entered upon hii msh campaign with 
the understanding tbnt ho was to bare the assistance of tho Dntish 
and Portuguese anmes, and consequently the guidxmco, or, to uso a 
word lees olgectionnble to tho ovcrwcomug pndo of a Castflian, the 
counsel of Sir Arthur Wellesloy In his undorlaking 

On tho 18th, tho advanced posts of tho hoslilo ormie* met between 
Antigucla and Ocofls, and a cavalry engagement took place m which 
scvcml hundreds of tho best of Artnagas troops were slam and 
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•wounded, and eighty men, and up’waids of five hundred horses -were 
taken by the Fiench. On the 19th, a geneial action was fought at 
Ocana, in which the Spaniards sustained a more than usually dis- 
astious defeat Besides a laige number of killed and wounded, they 
lost twelve hundred carriages, twenty-five stand of colours, thirty-six 
thousand muskets, three thousand horses, mules, and draught oxen, 
forty-five pieces of aitilleiy, and about twenty-six thousand prisoners 
The Imperial troops, whose loss did not exceed seventeen hundred 
men in killed and wounded, had, by this time, acquired such contempt 
for their enemies, that great numbers of the captives, after bemg 
stripped of then arms, were set at hberty, and derisively told to 
"return to then homes, and abandon war as a trade they were unfit 
for^’ Durmg the battle, Areizaga himself, instead of headmg his 
troops as he had promised, retued to the clock-house of Ocafia, where. 
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Ito defeat of Areiraga made it neceiaary for the Dukes of Albu 
qnerqne and Del Parqne to qmt their positions and retreat Tho 
latter, however, did not escape withont a blow Being pursued by 
Kellerman, he was overtaken at the bridge of Alba de Tonnes, and, 
on the 26th of November, defeated, almost without an attempt to 
defend himself — his whole army having thrown ande its arms and 
taken to flight at the first charge. In this rout the Spaniards lost 
three thou wand men, and aH their guns baggage and provisions 
Sir Arthur WoHesley, afler these successive disasters, broke up his 
camp at Badajox, recroeaed the Tagus, and marched mto the valley 
of tho Mondego a step to which he had been long previously urged 
by many of his officers from regard to the health of the British troops 
which had been shattered m the unwholesome atmosphere engendbrcd 
by the marshes of the Guadiana, and from the nnpossilrihty of pro- 
curing regular or adequate supphos m Spanish Estremadura. 

The time seemed now to have arrived for giving a deosivo blow to 
the Sjwnish msurrection, and to tho mterfexcnce of the English m 
the aflairs of the Femnsnla. Napoleon hod tnomphantly closed his 
campaign against Austria, by e peace wbicb it was generally bchevod 
would be permanent. The Spanish soldien had been disbcartoncd 
by uniform defeat, their generals and chicfr were disunited and 
them government complamed agamst on all odes for want of nbflity 
and honesty and, mdeed, of lawful euthonty for its acts Tho 
“RTi glmb arm y had retired m disgust mto Portugal and largo rem 
forcements were daily advanemg from Germany, to enable King 
Joseph, and the marshals and generals m Ins service, to resume tho 
ofienure, with fresh vi gour and overwhelming force Iho French 
armies m tho begnming of 1810, numbered three hundred thousand 
men, under the command m chief of Marshal Soult, and gcnenillcd 
by officers whose supenors hove rarely been found in tho world 

The first operations of the Imperial troops were directed agninit 
ATulnTnjinj which WU8 luvudcd on tho 20th of January tho narrow 
pastes of tho Sierra Morena bemg on that and tho following day 
forced at nil pomts, with scarcely any lots to tho n s r i fl a n ti but with 
a moral eflcct upon the Spaniards thcmselvcf, tho mfincnco of which 
did not pass away with tho panic which gave nsc to it. At Seville 
tho sco t of tho Supremo Junta, a popular commotioii broke out against 
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tliat self-constituted and incompetent body, wbicb was accoidingly 
deposed, and a Council of Regency appointed to conduct tbe wai 
imtil tbe ancient Coites of Spam could be assembled to bame a 
l^ational Constitution, and pi o vide foi tbe futuie government of tbe 
kmgdom Tins pioceedmg, however, impoitant as it may be 
legal ded witb lefeience to tbe futuie destmies of tbe Peninsula, 
afforded no piesent check to tbe tiiumpbant advance of tbe Fiencb, 
who, m three weeks, became masteis of tbe whole piovmces of Anda- 
lusia and Southern Estiemaduia, with tbe exception of Gibialtai, 
Cadiz, Badajoz, Obvenza, and Albuiqueique Tbe Provisional 
Regency sought refuge m Cadiz, which, bemg open to the sea, was 
well suppbed with arms, ammunition, provisions, men, money, and 
what was perhaps of more value, with mditaiy skill and good coimsel 
by tbe English, and was thus enabled to make an efficient defence 
agamst Marshal Victor, who bad estabbsbed around it, on tbe land 
side, a strict blockade In tbe mtenoi of the kmgdom, victory 
almost mvariably followed tbe Fiencb eagles while on tbe coast, 
emboldened by tbe presence of tbe Bntisb, and sustamed by then 
gold, which was lavished on aU who assumed tbe name of Patriot, 
provided they were sufficiently ready to deciy democracy, and engage 
to perish m defence of that despotism which it was tbe fashion of tbe 
day to dignify as “ the ancient Constitution of tbe country,” tbe 
Spamards weie foimd to be unconquerable, or more truly, perhaps, 
considering tbe natme and defences of tbe country, unassailable 

Soult, immediately bis conquests were effected, devoted bis chief 
efforts to secure them, well knowmg that to a judicious pobcy, 
rather than a mere succession of bnlbant achievements, tbe final 
subjugation of tbe Pemnsula must, if accompbsbed, be owmg His 
administration in Andalusia, differed m bttle born that which bad 
produced such beneficial effects at Oporto, and it was attended with 
simdai success Tbe piovmce was tianquilbzed, arrangements were 
made for regularly supplymg provisions to tbe troops, and considerable 
bodies of native soldiers raised to repress the efforts of tbe guerillas, 
which last, for then support, plundered faend and foe abke 

In tbe meantime, Massena, “ tbe Child of Victory,” as Napoleon 
called him, flushed with bis successes at Essbng and TTagiam, 
entered Spam, and advancmg through tbe provmce of Leon, at the 
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head of upwards of SLxty thonaand men prepared for the myaaion 
of Portugal, whence he hoped to expel the English General — then 
recently created Viscount WeUington — as Moore had been expelled 
from Spam about eighteen monfris before. So confident, mdeed was 
this AT a rwha l that, m hia proclamations he taunted Wellitigton with 
bang afraid to engage and emerted that ^^the mil* were flapping 
on the shipa prepared to carry the English from the coast,” The 
commencement of Maasenaa operations was auspiaona, Ciudad 
Rodngo after a brayely austamed siege was compelled to surrender 
on the 11th of July 1810 and on the 24th, after a hot and desperate 
engagement, the division of General Crawford was dislodged from 
Almada, and driven across the Coa upon the mam army of the 
British and Portuguese It was not, however until September that 
the French pushed on to advantage of their first succeates and 
IVellington, during the mterval, had completed his measures for de- 
fending the country to the last extremity As the French advanced, 
Wollington slowly and deliberately fell back, till havmg reached the 
Serra de Busaco a fiirourable position, he resolved to halt and give 
battle The hostile armies encountered on the mommg of the 27th 
of September and a fierce engagement ensued, m which the French 
wore repulsed with the loss of about four thomund five hundred men, 
while the loss of the Alhes did not exceed thirteen hundred The 
latter, however, were still compelled to retreat and before the middle 
of October, entered the celebrated Imes of Torres Vodras, consifting 
of a rhmn of forts and natural fastnesses fifty miles m length which 
had been constructed by the British as a refuge for themselves and 
a protoctiou for Lisbon m case of noccasity, whilo tho English 
General was supposed by his enemies to bo utterly inactive, and 
merely meditating an escape 

Maasenn, soon perceinng that on attempt to force these formidable 
works with the number of men at his disposal, would bo a waste of 
lifo and labour and being unable to mnmtain his troops m tho 
neighbourhood, commenced in the beginning of November a alow 
and dogged rotrogmdo movement towards Spam and being brukJy 
pursued by 'Wellington, sustained great loss and many hardahlps 
during bn retreat. Every horror that could make war hideous 
aajx Colonel Napier, “ attended this dreadful march I Distress, 
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conflagiationSj deatii in all modes > liom womids, fatigue, watei, 
tlie flames, and staivation. On every side was unlimited violence, 
unlimited vengeance ' I myself saw a peasant lioundmg on Ins dog 
to devour tlie dead and dymg, and tlie spmt of cruelty once 
uncliamed smote even tlie biute cieation ” In tlie course of the 
reheat, several achons of mmor impoitance were fought with vanahle 
success, and a general engagement at Puentes Onoio on the 5th of 
May, 1811, m which both annies claimed to be victors Massena 
immediately afterwaids was recalled to Fiance, and Marmont, talong 
the command, contmued the disashous reheat which his predecessor 
had begun Ohvenza, meanwhile, had been seized by the English, 
and Welhngton advanced to mvest Badajoz 

Soult, hearmg that the Enghsh weie m Eshemadtua, hastened to 
check their pi ogress, and conceit measmes foi the defence of Spam 
On the 15th of May, he took post m the neighbourhood of Albueia, 
and next day was defeated there, by Marshal Beresfoid, with the loss 
of upwards of eight thousand of his tioops The British and Portu- 
guese lost nearly seven thousand men The French claim Albueia 
as one of then victories , and were enabled, after the engagement, to 
shew several stand of coloms, a howitzer, and flve hundied prisoners, 
as trophies of the day The Alhes, however, mamtamed their ground, 
whde their enemies retired from the field 

It was about this period that King Joseph, — disgusted with the 
people over whom he had been set to leign, dissatisfied with the 
mdependent conduct of the Fiench marshals and generals, and bemg 
without either personal authority, oi private or pubhc resources, save 
the monthly pittance he received ftom the Empeioi, which was 
insuflB.cient to pay the salaries of the oflB^cers of his Court, who were 
consequently reduced to such extreme necessity as to be sometimes m 
want of food, — ^resolved to abandon his throne and kingdom Accord- 
ingly, after havmg executed a private act of renunciation, he took with 
him an escort of five thousand men, and, passmg the Spanish ftrontiei, 
repaired with all speed to Paris Napoleon, foreseemg the mischief 
that must necessarily arise fiom his biothei’s flight, used every argu- 
ment to mduce him to return to his post, and when these failed, 
resorted, it is said, to threats to compel obedience Joseph at last 
consented to retrace his steps, and the Emperor, to gloss ovei his 
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conduct, caused it to be generally rumoured, that he had come to 
Pans to arrange plans ibr future military operations The -war 
hcnrerer, fiom this penod began to languish* The Spaniards did not 
fail to procure mformation as to the real purport of Joseph s journey, 
and redoubled their efforts to embarrass the generals ^rho held the 
countiy m subjection lyhile the French officers and soldiers nnhibed 
a bad opinion of a cause ■which even he, for whose interest it appeared 
to have been msUtuted evidently considerod hopeless 
After a great number of leas important operations on etch side 
Ciudad Eodngo was assaulted and taken by the English, on the 19th 
of January 1812, after a siege of twelve days and m the night of the 
5th of April, Badajos was also stormed and captured, with frightful 
Toss of Lfo on the parts of both English and French. So great "was 
the havoc indeed, that when its extent was made known to "Wei 
lington in the mommg, ' the firmness of that general $ nature ” sayi 
Kapier ' gave way for a moment, and the pnde of conquest yielded 
to a passionate burst of gnef for the loss of his gallant soldiers. No 
age no nation gnthuaiasticaHy exclaims the same anthor ** errer sent 
forth braver troops to battle than those who stonnod Badajoi.” It 
must be added, that never troops committed more tcniblo excesses 
than the ■nctors darmg tho sack that followed. Drunkenness, wanton 
destruction of houses and goods, lust, murder, and remorseless cruelty, 
raged, without ceasation, for two long days and nights, during which 
the Bntifh wounded were left untended, and their dead unbuned. 
Yet the inhabitants of Badajoi were Spaniards, and tho Spanish 
people were alhes of England I Soolt, who was withm a day s march 
of tho beleaguered town when the news reached him of its fall 
immediately retreated towards SenBo to wait for hlarmonti corps, 
before venturing on a deemvo action "W^clhngton, however, who, 
for hia many and great services consninmato skill, end uniurpasied 
judgment, had now been created an English Earl Spanish Duko of 
Ciudad Eodngo and Portugucso Marqius of Torres Vedras, pursued 
his success, imd at once advanced upon Salamanca, in order to 
intercept the expected reinforcements of tho Army of Andalusia, and 
cut off tho French commurucafions Here, on tho 22n<l of JuljV 
gave battle to hlonnont and after obtaining a signal victory, followed 
his routetl opponents to VoUadohd then recrossed the Donro and 
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occupied tlie Spanish, capital, which King Joseph, on the approach 
of the Enghsh, had qmtted, to place himself under the protection of 
Suchet, at Valencia 

Andalusia and the blockade of Cadiz were forthwith abandoned, 
and Soult, effectmg his letieat through Grenada and Muicia, united 
his corps with that of Suchet at Adicant, where he soon afterwards 
concentrated a strong force to attempt the lecoveiy of Madrid. 
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CHAPTER XXXY 

BtJPTUlK BmnCEK TEAKCE AKD BPItliC. 
1010 to 1812. 


LEXAKPzn of RuMifl, notwithitandmg h« 
rabscqucnt dcmouBtiahoiii of fiicndslup, 
had been deeply offended mth Napoleon, 
by tho condibons of the Treaty of Sclion 
bnnm- Ho had hoped that tho Polish 
prcmnccs, then lovcred from Austria, Trould 
haro boon coded to himself, os a guairmtcc 
that tho kingdom of Poland should not at 
any future time, be restored to it* ancient independence; and his 
jealousy "wtis aroused on finding that Cracow and ^V'c*tCTn Galhoa 
were annexed to tho Duchy of "U onaw the sovereignly of which 
had been eigmficantly rested in a descendant of tho anaent monarchy 
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of the countiy Fiom this period, he was not tmieasonahly impressed 
with a belief, that his Ally waited only foi a fit opportunity to reunite 
all the paits of that dismemheied leahn, and by fonmng them again 
into a powerful State, to estabhsh a fiontiei for Euiope, drive the 
Russians " hack to then native forests,” and annihdate the mfiuence 
of the Czar m the general pohcy of the civilized world Alexander, 
foi a time, had indulged the dream of fonnmg^ an universal empne, 
to he divided on equal teims with “ the Gieat Man, whose amity was 
then deemed a benefit of the gods ” The aftei-proceedmgs of 
hTapoleon, however, had convinced him that this hope was baseless, 
and that nothmg but the pressure of circumstances prevented his Ally 
horn openly aspmng to that exclusive donum on, which would not 
have been consideied as guilty ambition had Napoleon been content 
to share it with the northern Potentate As the Prench Empeior, 
.however, had not given occasion foi a breach between himself and 
the Autociat, the latter, considermg his resomces sufficient for the " 
purpose, and flatteied with the idea that Napoleon’s concihatory 
conduct towards him had been the effect of fear lather than fiiendship, 
determmed, unless he could accomphsh his object, to make a quaiTel 
at all hazards. 

From the tune of pubhcation of the treaty which gave peace to 
Austria, the Russian ambassador had been incessant m his apphcations 
to Napoleon, for a solemn and eiqihcit declaration that Poland should 
not be restored to its rank as a kingdom On such a subject, it was 
not easy to obtain a decisive answer from the Emperor himself. 
Recoiuse was, therefoie, had to less dnect means, and, on the 5th 
of January, 1810, Caulamcourt, the French minister at St Peters- 
buigh, was mduced, by the consideration that it might facihtate the 
negociations then pending foi a matiimomal alhance with the Czai’s 
family, to sign the prehminanes of a convention between France 
and Russia, containmg the following conditions — ^‘That the Pohsh 
kmgdom should nevei be le-estabhshed that the names of Poland 
and of Poles should cease to be used m all pubhc acts that the 
Duchy of Warsaw should receive no new temtonal accessions from 
any portion of ancient Poland and that the convention, when 
completed, should be published • ” 

Napoleon refused to ratify these imreasonable prehmmanes , and 
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Alexander, to arenge the afiont, immediately withdrew many of 
the rertnctiona by which Bntiah commerce had been prenonsly 
almost excluded firom hia porta. Eemonstrances and recapitulatioiifl 
of grievances ensued, and were repeated fiom time to tune, with 
mcrea nmg frequency and m a tone gradually becoming less pacific:, 
throughout the year 1810 The marriage of the French Emperor 
with the Austrian Archduchess, had given a final blow to the Ciar s 
hopes of extending hia power m the fertile South for he had no 
doubt that the alliance between the houses of Jjoiraine and Bonaparte 
would connect the future pohty of their chiefii and he tnew that 
each had an equal interest in repressing the spirit of aggression which 
he, m common with all his predecessors, had constantly exhibited. 
It was the strong arm of Austria, that, on more than one occasion had 
withheld Boasia fitrm despoiling Turkey and from fixing her capital 
at the mouth of the Bosphorus • — ^Austria, too it was that had longest 
withstood and profited least by the infamous partation of the country 
whose inhabitants had saved Europe from bemg overwhelmed by 
the Saracenic wave which destroyed the Empire of the West — ^Poland 
whose vary name it was now sought to efface from the earth I It was 
natural therefore that the Moscovite should feel uneasy and strain 
every nerve to secure himself against being limited, like a w3d boost, 
to his own barren wildcmesses 

On the absolute refusal of Napoleon to assent to tho propositions, 
Alexander forwarded fium St. Petersbmgh a now form of engagement, 
so irkfl the old in substance however though less candid and cxpliat, 
that it likewise was at once rejected. Kourakm, the Russian envoy, 
now declared, that the continued non-complianco of tho Emperor with 
the requisitions of his AHy conld only bo mterpreted as on indication 
of ulterior designs in favour of Poland hnt Is npolcon was not to be 
intimidated. To tho half menace addressed to him, ho sharply 
rephed — " "What means Russia by holding such languigo ? Docs 
she desnu war? If I had wished to ro-estnbhsh Poland I need but 
have sold so end shonld not, m that case have withdrawn my troops 
Hum Germany but I will not dishononr myscUi by decloruig that 
I tho Polish kmgdom shall never be re-established nor render myself 
1 ridiculous by iismg tho languago of the Eivinilv It would sully my 
I memory to put my seal to on oct which recognised the partition of 
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Poland, mucli nioie to declaie that the leahn should never be 
lestoied No' I can entei uito no engagement that -syould opeiate 
agamst the hiave people who have served me so well, and with such 
constant good- will and devotion I speak not of the French, tliey 
would wilhngly shed youi blood foi subjectmg Poland to youi yoke 
If I weie now to declaie that the kmgdom of Poland should never 
be le- established, it would imply that I had entertained an mtention 
to le-estabhsh it, and the mfamy of the declaration itself would be 
deemed less than that of abandomng my ongmal purpose ” 

Alexander next demanded that the right bank and mouths of the 
Danube, and the piovmces of Moldavia and Wallachia, said to have 
been stipulated for at Erfiirth, should be guaranteed to him, but to this 
Napoleon, m deference to Austna, whose jfrontier such a concession 
would have endangered, as also to his Tmkish alhes, whose territory 
the provinces were, would not accede The Czar thencefoiih adopted 
towards France a hostile pohcy, and, m contempt of the Contmental 
System, opened most of his ports for the importation of such British 
manufactured goods and colomal produce as were considered to be neces- 
saiTes. To display this change of disposition more fuUy, he pubhshed, 
on the 15th of January, 1811, an ukase foibiddmg the mtroduction mto 
Russia of French wines and articles of luxury, and making a consider- 
able abatement from former tanfe m favour of English merchandise 
An mvidious distmction, which seemed mtended as a gratuitous msult 
to Napoleon, was, at the same tune, made m the mode of punishing 
inh actions of the ukase, prohibited French goods being directed to 
be burnt, and Enghsh oi Colomal articles merely confiscated It 
is not difficult to perceive the influence by which the Czai was now 
swayed The British Cabmet had discovered and remedied the enoi 
of parsimony which had first driven Alexandei_to seek the alhance of 
his conqueror, and the Autocrat, smce it appeared impossible to 
obtain temtoiial aggiandisement, was desirous of an equivalent m 
gold The Court of London, it may be added, was perfectly blame- 
less — if letahation be so — m these proceedmgs , — smce it strove 
only to mete to Napoleon the measme he had first dealt to England 
The Empeioi, however, regarded the matter with other eyes, and, on 
leading the official notification of the ukase, exclaimed, with great 
indignation, to the Russian ambassador, Hatied alone could have 
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di c tated thia act The Frendi nation u still strong and ardent, and 
not msensTble to the dishonour done it by the threat to bum its pro- 
ductionS' in the Kussian ports ■while condscaton only is decreed 
against those of England I had rather submit to a blow on the 
cheek, than that the fruits of my subjects labour should be deetroyed. 
What greater eyfl could Busaia mflirf on France T Unable to myade 
our territory she attacks our commerce and mdustry I 

Orders were mstantly transmitted to Canlamcourt, to demand the 
repeal of the obnonous act but AWandor had not taken so bold a 
step •without ha'rmg first maturely considered its consequences He 
•was certam of hemg supported by England and calculated upon the 
strong resistance of Spam, as an msunnountable obstacle to the French 
Emperor*B Tmdffr taVmg offensivo oporatiaiis in a Try other part of the 
Contment during its contmuance He therefore refused to alter his 
decree and, as a necetsary conseqnence, began to augment his army 
and to prepare for a war which ho foresaw was mentahle, thou^ he 
probably rehed on a later date for its commencemenL Napoleon 
however no sooner learned idiat •was passing than, •with his usual 
promptitude, he also prepared for the gathering stonn The gamson 
of Xhmtxio was reinforced, and nameroos troops were sent through 
Germany and quartered m tho Duchy of "WarsaTr to bo m rcadinets 
to take tho field when matters should havo reached a erms. Alex 
under who as wo have said, hod not looked for so rtindy an acceptance 
of his challenge, to gam tune, demanded explanations Ho was bnofly 
told m reply, that his own mihtary preparations had rendered it 
neceasary for Napoleon and his ATlies to guard agamst sudden 
hostilities. Tho Csar protested that his mtontions •were perfectly 
pacific but, at the samo time, rccapitnlated cH his real and supposed 
gnovancos, niltlmg to them a demand for tho restoration, to its Icgiti 
mate •OTcrcign, of the Dnchy of Oldenburg, ■which had been teued 
with the Hanso Towns for its constant violation of tho British 
Blockade and, m tho meanwhflo, Bustian troops continnod to ho 
pushed forward mto tho Polish territory 

Napoleon was still unwillmg to enter upon a ■war with Alexander 
He offered therefore, in order to bnng tho dispute to a close to 
pledge himself that ho •would not directly or indirectly, faTour any 
enterprise for tho rc-esUhlishing of Poland as a kingdom to grant 
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any leasonable mdemnification for tbe seiziue of Oldenburg, and to 
consent to the openmg of the Russian ports to England, under a 
a system of licences, such as ■was beginning to be generally adopted 
in France, Italy, and Germany The Czai, behevmg these conces- 
sions to be indications of •weakness, m expiessmg his readmess to 
accept them, coupled "With them such terms as he must have kno-wn 
■would not be acceded to He demanded the active mterference of the 
Fiench Monarch, in case an attempt to recover then mdependence 
should be made by the Poles themselves, the suiiender of Hantzic, 
01 a portion of the Duchy of "Warsa^w, m heu of Oldenbmg, the 
entire evacuation by Napoleon of Prussia and Swedish Pomerama, 
and the ■withdrawal of aU French troops horn the Pohsh temtones 
On these conditions only would he consent to a modification of the 
ukase concerning French and British commeice. Hourakm, m 
submittmg this ultimatum to the Cabmet of the Tmlenes, signified his 
mtention to qmt Pans within eight days if it were not accepted 
This was doubtless mtended to be considered as a declaration of wax 
“It was long,” said Napoleon, when at St Helena, “ since I had been 
accustomed to such a tone, and I was not m 'the habit of allo'wmg 
myself to be anticipated I could have marched to Russia at the head 
of the rest of Europe The enterprise was poprdar the cause was Euro- 
pean It was the last effort that remained to be made by France Her 
fate and that of the new European system depended on the struggle 
Russia was the last resomce of England The peace of the whole world 
rested ■with Russia • Yet Alexandei and I were in the situation 
of two boasteis, who, ■without ■wishing to fight, were endeavourmg to 
frighten each othei I would most -wiUingly have mamtained peace, 
bemg sunounded and overwhelmed by unfavomable circumstances; 
and all that I have smce learned, con'wmces me that Alexander was 
even less desnous of war than myself” 

Military preparations of such magmtude as had never before been 
■witnessed, contmued, foi some months, to be made on both sides; 
and pohtical negociation and mtngue lent their aid to the giowmg 
dispute Alexander exhausted all the resomces of his gigantic 
empue, and Napoleon put forth his utmost strength, not merely 
to cope ■with but to crush ' his antagomst All the disposable 
Fiench troops, thnly thousand Austrians, fifteen thousand Prussians, 
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nmnerooB anniea of Italums, BavananB Saxons, Wertplialifliij, "Wnr 
tembergen, and other contmgentB of the HhpnmTi Confederation were 
eqnipped for war, and got into readmeew to maroh at the etrhert 
notice An appeal was also made to die Poles for then: co>^3peratioiL 
The Abb^ de Pradt ttes tent ambassador to W^araaw Tnth matmctions 
to offer Liberty and Independence’ to the inhabitants, “The 
olgect of your mission,” said Napoleon, m a letter to his minister, 
•^is to enlighten encoiirage and direct the oporahoni of the Polish 
patriots The misfortnnea and weakness of the Poles were occasioned 
by an aristocracy which know neither law nor restramt At that 
period, as at present the nobility were powerful, the catixenj op- 
pressed, and the people of no acconnL But notwithstanding these 
disorders a love of liberty and mdependence prevailed throngbont 
the country and long supported its feeble existence These sent 
ments have been strengthened by time and oppression Patriotism 
IS an attnbute of the Poles and exists oven among members of the 
great families Poland shall be dee and independent { As to the 
choice of her sovereign that pomt must be deaded by treaty Hio 
Em peror lays no claim to the throno for himself or his family In 
the great work of resto r ation ho has only m view the happmess of 
the Poles, and the tranqmDity of Europe Should pecuniary 
resources be wonted, his Majesty will assist the Polish trcasuiy by 
assignments on tho extraordinary domains which ho possesses in 
Poland and Hanover 

With respect to Saxony there will be no sacrifice without com 
pensation, Saxony can attach but littlo importance to the sovcroignty 
of tho Duchy of Warsaw As it now exists, it is a prccanous end 
troublesome possession. It is but a fiugmont of Poland, yot it 
places Saxony in a false position with rcspoct to Austria, Prussia, 
nnd Russia, The Emperor is awaro of tho difficulties ho will have 
to encounter in his endeavours to bring about tho ro-cstabhshincnt 
of Poland, TTnit great political work will oppose the apparent and 
immediate mtcrcsts of his Alhct Tho French Empire, however 
win make great sacnfiecs of territory, by way of indcmmty, for tho 
cessions to bo mode for tho ro-cstablishmcnt of tho Polish Jangdota, 
Mcanwhilo a largo army of reservo was organised in France 
ostensibly for tho defence of tho interior during tho obseneo of 
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the Gland Army m the appioaching campaign This consisted m 
an extiaoidinary levy of national guaids, who weie divided mto 
three hans oi classes the first heing men from twenty to twenty- 
six years of age^ who had not been called to seiwe m the legulai 
army, the second mcluded all persons capable of bearing arms fiom 
twenty-six to forty, and the thud was composed of able-bodied men 
between forty and sixty. This force was mtended as a substitute for 
the conscription, which, to some extent, had been aheady anticipated 
At first it was decreed that the bans should not be lequned to cross 
the fiontiei, but as dangers thickened aiound the Empne, most of 
them weie drawn mto foreign service, and their blood swelled the 
torrents that flowed m defence of him agamst whom every potentate 
of Europe was not long afterwards leagued 

Duimg these proceedmgs, Alexander was not idle Besides the 
immense forces which his own dominions were at all times able to 
yield, and the large subsidies paid to him by England, he secretly 
negociated with Prussia for her covert assistance, and formed an 
alhance, oflensive and defensive, with Sweden — Bernadotte choosmg 
this time to turn and bite the hand that had hitherto protected and 
exalted him The consideration for this piece of treason was the 
ancient kmgdom of Norway, which it was stipulated should be 
annexed to Sweden , and the Czar, m addition to this, promised 
Bemadottej that if then eflbrts agamst Napolebn should be successful, 
Alexander would use his influence with the other powers of Europe 
to procuie for his Ally the throne of Prance * This fact, mcredible as 
it may appear, is vouched for by J)e Bourneime, the personal fiiend 
and adnmei of the Jacobm King, and the enemy of the Piench Em- 
peror Thus the blackest perfidy and mgiatitude were the means of 
confirnung to the husband of Desiree Clary the advantages, which his 
marriage with one who was esteemed by Napoleon, had placed withm 
his reach Through British influence, Russia was also enabled about 
this period to make peace ivith Turkey, and thus to disengage a large 
army fiom eastern hostihties, to brmg mto the field agamst a far more 
fomndable enemy 

Pouchy, Caidmal Pesch, and several other councillors of abflity, 
endeavoured to dissuade Napoleon fiom his warlike under takmg 
The Empeioi, however, was confident as to his means, and does not 
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appear to hare doubted kus ultnnate tucce* ' The war,” he said, 
" la a wise measure, demanded by the true luterestB of France and the 
general secunty The great power I have already attained, forces 
me to aisrane an universal dictatorahip Ambition has no share m 
my views I wish to obtam no new acquisition and re ser ve to myself 
only the glory of doing good, and the bleasings of posterity There 
must be an European CJode one Court of Appeal one system of 
money, weights, and measures equal justice and uniform laws, 
throughout the Continent, Europe must form but one great natton, 
and Pans must be the capital of the world- * 

With the mass of the people and the army the war was exceedingly 
popular The most extenfive State m Europe it was behevcd, was 
about to be humbled before the power of Prance and B rit ai n was to 
be left amgle-handed to struggle for mastery with the Great Empire 
As a certain pledge of victoiy Napoleon m person was to conduct hii 
invincible l^iom to the new scene of triumph 
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CHAPTER XXXYI 


NAPOLEON AT DRESDEN — VISIT TO DANTZIC AND KONIGSBERG — PASSAGE 

OF THE NIEMEN — LITHUANIA RETREAT OP THE RUSSIANS — WITEPSK 

SMOLENSK VALOUTINA RESOLUTION TO ADVANCE UPON MOSCOW 


'f FTER having made the necessary 

government of 
duimg his absence, Napoleon, 
with the Empress, departed, on the 
Qdi of May, 1812, ibi Dresden, on his 
^ Grand Army, now 

assemhhng on the Polish frontier, m 
^ order to carry the impendmg war mto 
the Russian teriitories The progress of the Imperial pan was a 
contmued triumph. Every town and village along the load made 
hohday, in older to welcome them, and the rmgmg of bells, and 




the Russian teriitories 
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music, and acclamaticms, peeted them ■^The^eve^ they appeared. Nor 
Traa the popular enthusiasm limited to France, In Germany the 
same demonstrataoni Trere uniYerBally made , and the people crowded 
to see him, of whom they had hoai^ so much, and whom many of 
them regarded, as a preternatural being destmed to change the face, 
and to control the fate of the world. The capital of Saxony had been 
named by Napoleon as a general rendeirous for the Kings and 
Prmcefl m alliance with him and there, accordingly assembled 
three-fourths of the Potentates of Europe to do homage to their 
superior Among those by whom the French Emperor and hu 
Consort were welcomed, were the Fm pemr and Empress of Austria, 
the King of PrusBia, who came unmvited, probably os a spy tho 
Kings of Saxony, Naples Bavana, 'Wurtemherg, and ‘W’es^haha, and 
a troop of Sovereign Prmces of all grades from the wealthy and 
powerful Elector of Baden to the penurious Baron of Knipbausen, 
with his standing army of about twenty men. 

“Ye says the Abb^ de Pradt, who wish to form a just idea 
of the pre-eminence exercised by Napoleon in Eurt^ transport 
yooiBolves in imagination to Dresden, and there contomplato him 
at the period of his highest glory so nearly bordering on his fall! 
Tho Emperor occupied the grand apartments of tho palace whither 
ho had transferred a considerable portion of his household. There 
he gavo grand dinners, and, with the exception of the first Sunday 
when the King of Saxony had a gala, Napoleon s parties wero alwiys 
attended by tho assembled Sovereigns and thoir famihoi, agreeably 
to invitations issued by the Grand hlorshoL Tho Emperors lovecs, 
too were held there as at the Tuilcnes, at nine o cloch. Then with 
what timi d BubmiflBion did crowds of Pnnccs, m i n gling with tho 
conrtion, and ofien scarcely perceived among thorn tnxioasly await 
tho moment for presenting themselves before tho arbiter of their 
dcstuucs. Napoloon was there tho king of kingf On him wero 
turned the regards of all men. Tho throng of strangers of mH ita r y 
men and courtiers, tho arrival and departuro of counert, the crowd 
constantly gathered round tho gates of tho palace to catch a glunjue 
of tho Great ^fan, or following hw footsteps, watching his looks, and 
listening with awe to lus lightest words — form a picture the most 
sublime and magnificent that could be dedicated to the memory of 
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Napoleon ” It is elsewlieie i elated, that the Fiench Monarch was 
compelled to insist on some attention and lespect bemg paid to his 
father -m-law, the Empeioi of Austiia, who, in the bnlhant assem- 
blage, was m great danger of bemg overlooked. Napoleon, it is 



added, on all occasions gave pxecedence to Erancis ; a concession 
with which the latter was highly gratified For Frederick Wilham, 
" melancholy m heart and m looks,” says Sir "Walter Scott, he 
wandered through the gay and splendid scenes, a mourner rather than 
a reveller ” If he had felt no mterest m the pageant, however, it 
IS tolerably certain that he would not have been an actor m it, his 
attendance at Dresden havmg been perfectly volimtary. That he 
was not pleased with his situation as a tributary to his conqueror is 
probable, but the heir of the Great Frederick was on the watch for 
other malcontents, on whom he might depend for assistance, if an 
opportumty to attack his host should be brought about by the course 
of events 

It is woithy of remark that, notwithstandmg the attempts of Stapps 
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and 1a SaHa— both Gennana^ — to assaiaiiiate Napoleon that Emperor 
had not at Dresden a amgle armed Frenchman in attendance on his 
person— the Saxon body goard bemg the only soldiers on duty " I 
m BO good a family,** he said, trhen subsequently remmded of 
thia fact, '^nth such worthy people, that I ran no nak, I was 
beloyed by all and at this moment, — the Emperor was then a 
prisoner at St Helena, — I am rare the TTing of Saxony daily 
repeats for me a Pat^ and an Am ” 

Napoleon hrmself waa occupied, during the greater part of hia stay 
m the Saxon metropohs, with mihtary and pohbcal arrangemonti 
relative to the campaign about to be opened, and the conduct of the 
war in Spam fium which last the Lnponal officers and soldiers were 
desiroua of being withdrawn, as fosm a field where neither glory nor 
more substantial rewards were to be acquired* It was the pride of 
the army to follow the Emperor Where he was no murmur or 
complamt was to be heard, and defeat was unknown beneath Ins 
banners Under other commanders it had bean suffiacntly ei 
penenced, that the nska of war were the some with the French as 
with ordmary soldiers. Maria Xomsa, who appeared pasnonately fond 
of her husband, m order to icixo every interral of leisuro to be with 
ban secluded herself almost entirely fixim other company The 
Emperor Francis and the concourse of Kings and Pnnccs tired them 
solves With attending the l^tcs banquets, concerts, and theatneal 
enferfaiuments daiZy g i ve n at tbo expense of iho Francb 3fonarei 
and lauded his mmuficfince and condescenaion to the ekics Tho 
Empress of Austria was especially ottenbTo to her stop-daughtcr 
upon whose toilet and jewellery she is said to have lened heavy 
contributions She appears howerer, to have been greatly morbfiod 
at buying to perform a subordmato character on tho occasion , and to 
have taken a personal dislDco to Napoleon by whom sho conceived 
herself to have been abased — o circamstancc which may bo worth 
remembering as m conjunction with her well known influence over 
tho Emperor Franas, affording a duo to the subsequent conduct of 
tho latter towards hu son m law 

Before quitting Dresden, Napoleon made a now attempt at negoa 
ation with tho Czar by despatching tho Count do Isarbonne to TVUna, 
to propose tcmi of accommodation but Alexander would hften to 


DANTZrC 


no proposal that had not foi its basis the entue evacuation by the 
Fiench of the Duchy of Waisaw, Prussia^ Oldenburg, and the North 
of Germany. Additional troops weie therefore pushed forward 
towards the Niemen, and such an army was speedily congregated 
m Poland as had never, perhaps, been gathered smce Alexander the 
Great invaded India Immense quantities of men, horses, carnages, 
provisions, and baggage of every description, were directed upon one 
pomt from all parts of the European continent The gigantic expe- 
dition embraced people of nearly aU nations, languages, religions, 
manners, and costume It seemed as if he, who had set on foot such 
an armament, had contemplated the conquest of the world, and drawn 
foith all his resources foi the enterprise I 

Napoleon quitted Dresden on the 29th of May, accompanied as far 
as Prague by the Empiess Then, partmg with Maria-Louisa, he 
hastened to Dantzic, which he had converted mto a huge magazme 
and warehouse , and of which he designed to make a second Gibraltar 
Papp, the governor of that city, had always been a favourite with the 
Emperoi , not less on account of his bravery than the freedom with 
which he was accustomed to utter his thoughts Napoleon wished to 
consult bun on several matters relatmg to the mvasion of Russia, 
which Rapp had previously ventured m his despatches to disapprove 
He gave his counsel and opmion without hesitation If your Majesty 
expenence any reverse,” said the General, “ the Prussians and Gei- 
mans will nse en masse to shake off youi yoke It will he a crusade, 
m which all your Alhes will abandon you The K ing of Bavana, 
m whom you have so much confidence, will jom the coahtion The 
Kin g of Saxony, from mclmation, might remam faithful to you , but 
he will be compelled by his subjects to make common cause with 
your enenues ” 

Mmat and Berthier had pieceded the Empeior The formei, 
dissatisfied at being summoned from his gay Court of Naples to take 
part in a new war, bore no good will to the expedition , but exhibited 
discontent and vexation m all that he said and did. Napoleon at 
once peiceived the change m his looks and demeanoui, and questioned 
Rapp as to the cause ‘^Is he ill?” was the enquiry ‘'No, Sue,” 
lephed the General, “not ill, hut in low spnats ” — “And wheiefoie ?” 
contmued the Emperor, “is he not satisfied with bemg a Rung?” 
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' He says/ aniwered Kapp, 'that he is not so ” — ' It is his own 
fault, then,” obserred Napoleon hastily ''Why has he become a 
Neapohtan, instead of remaining a Frenchman ? When m his own 
kingdom, he does nothing but blonder He fa y ours the commerce 
of England, and that T cannot permit.” Eapp confesses that he had 
himself favoured the same commerce ' The people,” he sayi, " were 
so miserahle that I had not the heart to be severe I tberefore over 
looked many smuggling transactiona, in direct opposition to the 
Imperial custom house regulabone, and m defiance of the officers 
appointed to sene British merchandise.” Napoleon, although aware 
of these derelictions prudently took no direct notice of them. He 
knew that the Governor, by his leni^, had acquired the confidence 
and esteem, of the PmasianB, wdiom it was now more than ever 
necessary to retam as friends and he was seldom unwilling to make 
a Uberal allowance for the prejudices of those on whose general 
attachiruant and obedience be could roly It may be doubted, mdeed, 
whether notwithstanding his language canceming Murat, it had not 
by this time entered into hia own mmd to doubt the posdbOity of 
TwainfainTTig tb© CoBtaiGntal SystezD, without arming agamst hirn 
the whole of Europe, and thus causing the overthrow of the pow er 
he was strivin g to consohdate 

On the day after his amyal, the Emperor gave nudionco to tho 
dvil and mihtary authorities of Dantco, and m tho evening supped 
with the King of Naples, the Pnnee of NenfchAtol, and General 
Happ, at the hotel of the goTomment, Pasamg through tho h a ll , 
he observed a bust of the Queen of Prussia and pinchmg tho 
Governor s ear, exclaimed with a smile, ** Master Kapp, I give you 
notice that I whall inform Maria Ixnuaa of your mfidchty " You 
recently informed mo repbed the accused, “ that tho Km g of Prussia 
was one of your Alhes ” Ho Boamenne, on tho authority of Kapp 
relates that the supper was a doll affiur ot first for tho Emperor 
was silent, and none present, not evtm Murat, dared to take tho 
first word Napoleon, at length enquired tho distance from Cadii 
to Dantac, "Too far, Siro,” replied Kapp * I understand you," 
said the Emperor j 'but m a few months. General, it will be greater ” 
— ' So much tho worse, Sire,” contmued tho GcncraL There was 
another interval of sflenee, which neither hfurat nor Bcrthicr whose 
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countenances, meanwhile, were rigidly scnitini^cd, ^ entured to break. 
At length, Napoleon, in a lou* and serious tone, resumed the con- 
versation “Gentlemen,*’ he said, “I see cleaily that you have no 



rehsh for the war The King of Naples has reluctantly qmtted die 
fine climate of his own kingdom, Bertliicr desues nodiing better 
than to hunt on his estate at Groshois, and Bapp is impatient to 
inhabit lus mansion at Pans ” The King and the Pnnee sbll said 
nothmg, but Bapp frankly avowed that his Majesty had spoken 
the truUi Napoleon, with all his knowledge of manlond, does not 
appear to have foreseen that, by ennching his generals, loadmg them 
with honours, and surroundmg them with pomp and luxmy, he was 
temptmg them to defection It never, perhaps, ocemTed to him, that 
the King of Naples — though now himself become a fountam of 
honour — and the Sovereign' Prmce of Neufch&.tel could possibly be 
actuated by a spmt difierent from that which animated the same 
men when, from bemg mere soldiers of the Army of Italy, they first 
became distmguished at Montenotte and Lodi, as the mdefatigable, the 
ardent, the chivalrous Joachim Murat and Alexander Berthier nor 
was this commencement of proof to the contrary, sufficient to convmce 
him that his paitiahties and prepossessions might betray his judgment 
A cool and calculatmg observer, however, nught, from this period, 
have predicted that the star of Napoleon was on the wane 
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The Emperor qmtted Dantnc cm the 11th of Jtme, and after 
haying reneTred the carpi of Daronst on the road, amyed, on the 
12th, at Konigaberg ■where ho mapected the nmnenae store* winch 
had been collected for sxippljing the army during it* adyance mto 
the barren region abont to be myaded. Major General Count Dam 
•was now rtnctly examined as to the contracts entered mto for 
proymons and the mode of their Ihlfilment, and it was found that 
no detail had been neglected. The ardent and achye imnd of the 
Emperor was for some days engrossed with these important parti 
culara Money, orders, and advice were prodigally issued for tho 
service of the troops “The day,” says Segur, ^ was passed m 
dictating mstructioiLS on questions of subcstence and disaphne, and 
the night m repeating them. One general receiTed firom him an: 
despatches m the same day, all displaymg tho most anxious sohatnde 
In one letter it was said For the maisei we are about to move, 
tmless proper precautions be adopted, the gram of no country could 
suffice In another All tho provision waggons mn*t be laden with 
dour nee bread v^etahles and brandy The result of my xnoro> 
menti will be the concentration of four hundred thousand mon upon 
one pomt little, therefore can bo expected ftom tho country wo 
must consequently carry ererything with us ” 

Before giring the signal for hostilities, a final oftbrt was made to 
conciliate the Cxar Count Laoruton •was charged -with n miaaion 
to Alexander, to see if the difference* between the two Emperors — 
sworn brothers at Tilait and Eifuith — could cvxm yet bo settled 
without bloodshed, but noither Alexander nor his ministers -would 
deign to grant the envoy an oudionce Dus contemptuous repulse 
annoyed Napoleon, "who immediately gave orders for tho army to 
advance gnrl pass the Ni^men. ‘Tho vanquished,” ho said, 'have 
assumed the tone of -victorf they are drawn by fate which has 
decreed their destiny ” Tho following proclamation dated from tho 
Imperial head quarton at W^ilLowisky, was forthwith distributed 
among tho troop* — 

" Soldier* 1 The second -war of Poland has commenced. Tho first 
was terminated at Fncdlond and Tilsit. At Dint, Eussia rworo 
eternal oUianco with Franco, and ■war ngnmst E ngl a iu L STio has 
openly violated her oath and refuse* to render any expbuiation of 
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]icr stiangc conduct (ill llic Picncli cnglcs shall haic rcpasscd the 
Elnnc, and, con'^cqucntly, left, their Allies at her (hsciction Russia 
IS impelled omvaid by fatality. Her destiny is about to bo accom- 
plished Docs she bclicic that iic haic dcgcnciatcd that ye aic 
no longer tlic soldiers of AustciHt/^ She has placed us between 
dishonour and w ar • the choice cannot foi an instant be doubtful 
Dot us march fonvaid then, and, crossing the Nieinen, cairj’’ the 
yar into her territoiics! Tlie second war of Poland will be to tlie 
Prcncli arms as glorious as the fust, but oui next peace must cany 
with it its oyn guarantee, and put an end to that ariogant influence 
yhich, for the last fift}’ ycais, Russia has exciciscd oici the affairs of 
Europe ” 

The Grand Army was noy put in motion It consisted of about 
four hmidred and tw'cnty thousand men, and yas divided into thirteen 
coips, exclusive of ceitaiii chosen troops and die Impenal Guard 
The first coips yas commanded by Davoust; the second by Oudmot, 
the third by Ney, the fourth by Pnneo Eugene, Viceioy of Italy; 
the fifth by Pomatoysla , the sixth by Gounon St Cyr , the seventh 
by Reymer, the eight by Jerome, Rang of Westphaha, the ninth 
by Yictoi , the tenth by Macdonald, the eleventh by Augeieau, 
the tyelfth by Murat; and the thirteenth by the Austrian Pnnee 
Schyartzenburg. The dificient corps of the Guard yeie confided to 
three hlarshals — Le Eebvic, Mortier, and Ressieres These ad- 
vanced in three oveiyhelming columns. Napoleon levieyed them 
all in turn, and talked yith fireedom, gaiety, and mihtary bluntness 
to the men of yhom they yere composed Eveiy legiment, and the 
histoiy of the batdes m yhich it had been engaged, yeie yell knoyn 
to him He occasionally paused before the veteians, yho had served 
wnth him of old, reminding them of then achievements at the Pyra- 
mids, at Marengo, Austerhtz, Jena, Fnedland, and Wagiam But 
yhile the semors yere thus honoured, the yoimg yere not neglected 
Some of them yere called before him, and questioned as to then 
yants , yhether they yeie regularly paid, and properly supphed In 
cases of vacancy among the officers, the soldiers yere asked to name 
the most yorthy m the lanks to fill the places, and those pointed 
out yere mterrogated respectmg length of service, then campaigns, 
younds, and feats of aims, and, if approved on exammation, they 
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were formafly mtrodaced to tha regiment mlii thftir neir honoore, 
Tliwe attenUona operated at a fpeD. tipon all dassee. The toldiert 
remarVed to each other, that their Great Emperor, ^rho deodod the 
fa te of natLont T^th a word, detcended m behalf of hit followers to 
the mintitett pajtLculan, and treated them all as membert of his 
fiunily "With the iaiowledge of sneh firntt, it is not snrpnimg 
TPen were willing to accompany hnn whithortoerer ho should 


lead 

At the approach of the Ercaudi army, the HnMums, who had 
advanced to the Ni^men to contest the postage, retired without 
hasardmg a blow At two m tho morning on the 23rd of June, 
tho Emperor readied his advanced posts in the neighbourhood of 
Kowno and, putting on the doak and bonnet of a Polish light 
horseman, rode forward, accompanied only by General Hflxo, to 
explore the bonis of the nver for a favotcrablo to cross* Thu 



wni found at a pomt where tho stream was narrowed by a projection 
of the bank, near tho viUago of Pomfoicn just above Kowno and 
order* wero accordingly pTcn to turn the heads of tho columns 
m this dirccuon, and have them m readiness to pass tho nvcr at 
nightfall. 
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In tlic couisc of tlic day, (he vliolc of the tioops armed on the 
banks of (he rnci. One dnision icsted opposite Grodno, anodiei 
foimcd on Ihlony, hchvccn Giodno and Kowno, and the thud on 
Xogaiisky, a fann a little beyond Ivo^mo Tlic spectacle "s^as mag- 
nificent — ^nearly half a million of men, among mIioiii mcio ninvaids of 
eighty thonsand ca^alr^’, in all the splendour of mihtai y an ay, were 
gatliercd in three mighty masses, flushed with hope and thn sting foi 
renoMTi. undci a leader whose name nas a watchword thioughout the 
earth, to caiTy thcii fame and achic\nncnts to the confines of the 
cmhzcd world AVitli them neie six bridge equipments, one bcsicgmg 
train, seveial thousands of pioMsion aiaggons, innumerable heids of 
oxen, thirteen hundicd and sixty-tuo pieces of cannon, and many 
thousands of artillciy and hospital Aiaggons and caits The glittenng 
eagles, the sticamuig of flags and baiiiicis, the clash of amis, the 
tramphng and ncigliing of hoiscs, the strauis of martial music, and 
mccssant bustle and actmty, kindled enthusiasm m eveiy bieast All 
doubt, despondency, leluctancc, and regict vaiushed, and eveiy one 
seemed eager to be foicmost m the lacc of gloiy about to open 

Towards evemug, a few sappers crossed the liver in a skiff The 
only person they saw was an aimed Cossack, who demanded the 
purpose of foreign troops m the Russian teintones To beat yoiu 
Emperor, and take Wilna,” was the reply, upon which tlie jiatrol 
withdrew mto a ncighbourmg wood, into which three Erench soldiers 
discharged their pieces, in token of hostdity These sounds alone 
announced this tremendous invasion Immediately afterwards, three 
hundred voltigeurs were put across to protect the establishment of 
three bridges, which General Ebl4 was ordered to construct, and two 
hours after dusk, all bemg m readiness, the columns began to file 
across the nvei, as silently as possible At sun-rise, next morning, 
the Emperor took his stand near one of the budges, and encouraged 
the men as they passed, by his presence and exhortations In the 
coUise of the morning, a violent thunder-storm arose, which has 
smee been regarded as an ominous welcome to the Southrons in that 
wild land, but no augunes were deduced fiom it at the time 

It was now ascertained that the Russian aimies of the ftontiei, 
numbermg about three hundred thousand men, were m full letreat 
on all sides, evidently mtending to evacuate Lithuania, without 
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}ijmnrflmg a bloT7 Napoleon deorous of opening the campaign 
with a victory urged forward hw colunme with the utmost cclenty 
Their couxae, however wm impeded for awhile by an acadenL Tho 
retreating CoMcka had broken down the bndge of the Viha — a 
ftzeara nrrmuig mto the Nidmon beode the wnHs of £owno A 
Foluh squadron of hght hortemen regardless of tho obstacle, dashed 
into the nror The tide, however bad been swoUon and rendered 
impetuous by recent heavy rams and when tho swimmers reached tho 
middle of tho current they wero separated, and many swept away and 
engulphed. Some struggled bravoly sgainst tho torrent but, even 
tually fiudmg their efforts unavailuig, they tnmod their last looks 
towards Napoleon, who, with deep emotion, watched them from tho 
bank, and, as they were diking, they shouted ‘ Vito IXmpcrcur ! ” 
Napoleon waited at Kowno, whoro ho established hospitals and a 
gamson, till his whole army had crossed tho Ni^mcn — a space of 
three days. 

Proceeding thence tho advanced gnard arrived, at two m tho 
afternoon of tho 27th, boncoth tho walls of Wilna, having encountered 
no opposition nor discovered any appenmneo of on enemy except 
a few predatory Cossacks, who were promptly dispersed, on tho roaiL 
Dupositioiu were now made for a senous attack tho next morning — 
Napoleon having no suspiaon that tho enemy would abandon so 
important a post — covering os it did three lines of magazine* — 
without at least a show of resistance. Alexander howerer having 
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licard that tlic Niciucn ’^^as crossed, liad already, after scttrng fire to 
Iris pro\*rbtoirs and stores, nr order that tlrcy nriglrt irot fall into tire 
harrds of the French, coinnrcnccd a retrograde inoveineirt. He had 
been for sonre trine at AVilna -vvitlr his Conrt; and had vauntrngly 
pronused the crU/ens that their habitations should not be defiled by 
the iircscnce of invaders But when at a ball, giicn by General 
Beningscn, at the castle of Zacicst, he heard of the rapid advance of 
Napoleon into the Brissian territory, he instantly quitted the dance, 
and ga^c orders for a retreat, which, it maybe added, was executed 
with such alacrity, that the inovcmcnt resembled a flight. The cavalry 
of the French advanced -guard was speedily despatched m puisuit 
towards Dnssa ; and, meanwhile, at noon on the 2Sth, Napoleon, 
with the Polish guard of Piince Hadziwil, made his pubhc entry into 
Wdna, “ amid the fen'cnt acclamations of a people who legoided him 
as then Liberator ” 

The first act of the Emperor, aftei taking possession of the Lithu- 
aman capital, was to orgamze a provisional goveinment for the 
province , of which hi Bignon, since distinguished as author of ‘ The 
Testament of Napoleon’ and a * Idistory of Fieiich Diplomacy,’ was 
ajipointed French Commissioner Tlic Diet of "Warsaw, about the 
same time, summoned a general confederation; and, imdei the presi- 
dency of Adam Czaiiormsla, proclaimed the re - estabhshment of 
Poland, summoned all their countrymen to quit the service of Pussia, 
and rally round the national standard, and, finally, sent a deputation 
to Napoleon, announcmg what they had done, and entieatmg his 
assistance towards the entire restoiation of the kmgdom m its ancient 
integrity “ We imploie,” said the petitioners, “ the support of the 
Hero, to whose name belongs the history of the age, and who is 
endowed with the might of Pi evidence Let the Great Napoleon 
pronounce hrs fiat, that the kmgdom of Poland shall exist, and it will 
be estabhshed The Poles m return will unite at once, and imam- 
mously, in the service of him to whom ages are but as a moment, and 
space no more than a pomt ” The answer of Napoleon, when we 
remember his language previously to the commencement of the war, 
appears unexpectedly cold and dubious " If I had reigned,” he 
said, “ when the first, second, or third partition of Poland took place, 
f would have aimed my people in your behalf "When I conquered 
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‘Warsa-ff' I instantly restored it to freedom- If yonr efforts are rniani 
moos yon may compel yonr enemies to recognise yonr rights but the 
country is so ortensrve and the distance from Prance so great, that 
your hopes of success, in the attempt to throw off the yoke of your 
oppressors must chiefly depend on your own muted efforts,” 

It might be reasonably inferred fium this language, thnf- the Poles 
had not exhibited such spmt and enerrgy as was deemed necessary to 
entitle them to a pledge of freedom yet, that this was not the case 
we have the direct testimony of Napoleon himself, who, m his mTfh 
buDetm announcing the arrival of the Grand Army in Lithuania, 
says " The people of Poland are nsmg on every side Pnesti, 
nobles, peasants women all concor in demanding the ro-establishmont 
of therr nation,” The universal desire for liberty indeed, could not 
be for a moment doubted- It was displayed m pubhc and m private 
by all classes The naboual banners were unfurled and, after being 
consecrated by the clergy were paraded through aty town, and 
Tillage followed by mulntndes of people m the anaent costume of 
the country, which had been proscribod by the dospoilars. The 
inhabitants stopped to embrace and congratulate each other m the 
streets and on the roads and nothing was talked of but the opening 
day of glory and mdependonce Why that mdopcndonco was not 
distmctly promised, as the reward of tho exertions of a bravo and 
generous race it is vam now to enquire Tho Emperor nn 
doubtedly felt shackled by his engagements with Austria and Prussia, 
and at that moment the alliance of those powers was of vital import- 
ance to him smcc the supphes for his troops, tho advance of his 
reinforcements, his commumcotionB with Franco and hii retreat, m 
case of disaster, all depended upon thcar soffcranco , but there must 
have been something beyond this as it was well known that Austria 
was willing to exchange GoUicin for hor lUjnan provinces and 
Prnasia had been already depnved of most of her Polish potscssions, 
and had not thought of stipulatuig for their restoration- Tho result 
of tho conduct pursued might easily have been foreseen tho Poles 
became dissatisfied and instead of supporting Napoleon with their 
hvci and fortunes, looked coldly on lus enterprise and made n pn>- 
Cublo traffic of thar hospitality Even tho Lithuanian ProMflonal 
Government remained inactive as men fearful of being called to 
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ansAxci for tlicir nets, mul unccitnin to the account ^^ould be 

finally rcndcicd. Then timidity uas such indeed, that of a giiaid 
of honour, ^^hlch liad been piopo':cd a«; a ninilc of icspcct to the 
Empcroi. ihicc ^oluntccls onlv it i*' ‘^aid c\ci made then appeal ance 
on paiade “Had I’olnnd been icgcnciatccl.” ‘^a^t. Do Jlouincnnc, 
“ Napoleon vi oiild hai c found the means of succeeding in Ins expe- 
dition In his niaich iijion ^loscou, his leai and supplies U'oiild 
haic been protected, and he would haic sccuicd that icticat uhich 
subsequent rcicises rcndeicd but too needful ” 

The French head-quarters vcic cstahhslicd at AFilna foi eighteen 
days, -which the Empeior occupied in endcavouiiiig to icmcdy the 
mischiefs -which had befallen a gicat poition of his army, in conse- 
quence of the deficiency of his Commissaiiat It -was a novelty in 
the mihtaiy system of Napoleon, foi an amiy iindci his command to 
be burdened -witli the conveyance of its o-w-ii supplies His tioops 
had usually subsisted on contributions levied m the vanoiis coimtiies 
-wliich had been tlie scat of -w'ai , and now that it had become 
imperative for tlicni to depend on icsouiccs cntiiely independent of 
the localities they -were to traverse, the -want of cxpencncc produced 
innuniciable blundcis and delays in entciing into contracts, calculating 
means of transport, and in short, in evciy particulai -which lequiied 
-vigilance and piccaution on the paits of suboidmatc officers and 
men. Napoleon himself had contemplated aU contingencies, and 
given directions for arrangements, •w’^hich, had they been completed 
-with the spirit m -w'hich they were conceived, -w^ould have amply 
sufficed foi the ciicumstances , but negligence and -want of skill, in 
those entrusted -with the details, pioved fatal to the service of the 
Empeior at the very commencement of the campaign When the 
army crossed the Ni^men, not a third of the piovision-waggons and 
heids of cattle, mtended foi the use of the troops, had reached head- 
quai-ters, and, on haltmg at Wilna, the Empeior learned that the 
privations of some portion of the army had been such, that many 
himdreds of men, and about ten thousand horses, -weie left dead on 
the road, horn hunger and fatigue Befoie the middle of July, 
although not a battle, and scarcely a skirmish, had been fought, 
twenty-five thousand patients encumbered the hospitals at Wdna, 
and the neighbourmg -villages and hamlets were filled -with persons 
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compelled to change his route and deacend the Dnieper Dayoust s 
brave followers however, bemg wom-ont with &tigue and pnvttioii, 
were unable to continue the porroit which enabled the Russiani to 
find an unobstructed paasage into their ancient temtones, at Novoi 
Bichoff whence they shortly afterwards proceeded to reinforce the 
Grand Army at Smolensk. 

Murat, Oudinot, and Ney during tins period, bad pushed after 
Alexander to the entrendied camp at Dnssa, where it had been 
proposed to concentrate the Rnsaian armies Two or three partial 
Eictiona occurred durmg the flight of the latter, m which sometimes 
the French and at others the Hnasiana the advantage , but, 
although earnestly desired by the French, who were heartily tired 
with following the shadow of an enemy whose existence m any 
numbers could only be ascertamed by the devastation conmntted m 
retreating — the mins of towns and villages the flames of burning 
com fields, and the mangled bodies of massacred TjtbnnmnTr — no 
general engagement could be snatched and consequently no signal 
victory The alarmed Cxar did not even halt at Dnssa but, cvacu 
afang hii podticm there, ascended the Dwina by Polotik and fled to 
'Witepsk the corps of General Wittgenstmn bemg detached to 
observe the French right, and cover St. Potersborgh, which was 
menaced by Macdonald. Napoleon, apprued of the abandonment 
of Dnssa, instantly issued order* for tho concentration of his army at 
Besienkowicsi, where, on the 25th of July, Pnneo Eugene had a 
sharp encounter with the corps of Doctoroff tho commander of tho 
Russian rear guard, who was driven aouss tho Dwina, and compelled 
to seek refuge m the long and narrow defiles before "^tepsk. Tho 
object of the French Emperor had been to gam tho last named city 
before the enemy but having boon outstnppod m speed, ho now 
determined to expel Barclay, and take tho place by assault. 

On the 2Gth Murat advanced to Ostrowno, where ho led tho eighth 
regiment of hussars in a gallant attack against three regiments of 
Russian cavalry Tho King, on this occasion fought at tho head 
of his men with tho same romantic bravery and cntliunasm ns when 
a pnvato m tho ranks Six captured cannons were the tropJnea of 
this dauntless charge. In the evening, ^lurat was joined by Eugene 
and, on the following morning tho Russians having rcccitcd rem 
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forccmcnl*; mul tnivcn n new position, lcne^\c(l tlio coinhat. At fust 
the cncinv wns sncccs'^rul, bcniinp donn all opjjo'iilion by tlic ovci- 
wlichninE: munl)cn ^\]ucll he brought uito engagement. i^Iurat, 
-seeing that confusion an‘'Uig among his ‘:ol(hcrs, jilnccd liiiiiself at 
the head of a regiment of Polish lancer*:, and galloped headlong into 
the thickest of the fight The Kussi;uis in turn ga^c "uay, and cntcicd 
‘jomc thick Moods in the neighbourhood. Najiolcon at this moment 
reached the ‘:]iot; and, being infoimed of m hat had occuiied, ascended 
a liill in front of his ad\anccd posts, and ha^ing rcconnoiticd the 
positions of the enemy, ga\c oiders for tJic arm> to maich forn.aid 
In the c\ oiling, the French troops bnouacked in the plain mIiicIi 
surrounds the city of ‘W'llcpsk 

On the 27th, before day-bicak, the army of Napoleon uas in motion, 
burning to resume the contest of the picccding day, and to complete 
tlic discomfituic then only commenced The first rays of the sun 
shewed the enemy arrayed in battlc-oider, evidently intending to 
defend the approaches to the city The deep runilet of Luczissa 
alone separated the two armies A small bridge was speedily tliromi 
over the ravine, and the French rushed to the combat Tlic fiist who 
advanced were about tiio hundred Pansian voltigcurs, belonging to 
tlie mnth rcgmicnt of the line. Tlie 6i.\tccuth chasscuis followed, 
with some pieces of artilleiy him at, entertaining too gieat a con- 
tempt for his opponent, and impatient to begin the battle, piecipitated 
the chasseurs upon the whole Russian cavahy They were speedily 
driven back, however, with dreadful slaughter TTie impetuous Rang, 
no longer able to restiain his fiery spirit, galloped among the routed 
horsemen, and, calhng them to follow, rushed upon the advancing foe, 
who, disconcerted at such an unexpected assault, drew their bndles in 
dismay The fifty-third followed the remains of the sixteenth, and 
the Russians, after a few moments’ mdecision, fell back hastily and in 
disorder In their retreat, they encountered the Pansian voltigeius, 
whom the lapid evolutions of the cavalry had isolated between the 
two armies Napoleon, who had taken post on an eminence whence 
he could overlook both armies, gave them up foi lost, but, with a 
courage and presence of mind which could not be surpassed, these 
brave men cleared for themselves a passage through the midst of the 
enemy’s hues, and left of then assailants more than then own number 
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dead on tlie field. A about of tnumpb rent tho air u tbo bold rolu 
gtun emerged from the clond of smoko and fire, "whicb had at first 
concealed them, and stood in the presence of the great French army 
Napoleon, who had watched thmn with tho utmost anxiety instantly 
despetchcfd an officer to learn tho corps to which such braro men 
belonged, and to demand from themsolrcs which of their number 
most deterred the cross of the Legion of Honour, which ho placed 
at their disposal ‘‘ Wo aro chDdron of Fans, rophed tho gallant 
roltigenrs and placing thoir caps on tho pomts of thtnr bayonets 
they responded to the cheers with which they hod been greeted with 
loud acclamations of Viro I Empcrcur 1 ” Tho Husnans shortly 
afterwards withdrew to a stronger posihon , and Napoleon put an 
end for that day to tho battle in order to prepare for a general 
engagement next morning which tho disposition and force of tho 
Itusman Commander in chief seemed to indicate lus intention of 
offering 
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}3nrcla\ tlcTolh. it I*'' had act nail v ic^olNcd to gncliattlcon 
the inorroiv , but, in the rouj ‘'0 of (he niglit, ho rcociNcd information 
of the c‘-capc of !IJan:iation nno';*' the T^nu'por, and of ]ns maicli upon 
{^molcn*:!: I'jion this intollnjcnco. tlio l?U‘'‘'ian qnaitcis uoic inclantly 
ahanclonctl 'wnth the ino'^t profound ‘•ilrnco, and “jo expeditiously, that 
at da\-hrcalc on the ti^tth tlio camp Mn*; empty. Xapolcon, at first, 
nould scarcely credit the report of (his retreat; hut, hastening for- 
•waid, he had the mortification (o find (hat the prirc had too suicly 
eluded his grasp Nothing had been h'ft behind by (he rctiiing 
army; not a (race could ho disco\cred of the loutc it had taken; and 
■when the Emperor entered '\\’i(cpsk, (hat city Mas as desolate as the 
Russian lines: no one uas to he seen in the sticcts, and, aflci 
diligent search, only a feu Jews and Jesuits could he found in (he 
houses, none of mIioiii Mcie able (o gi\c the least information as to the 
flight of the troops or the inhabitants 

Napoleon, pciplcxed by the conduct of his opponents, fixed his 
hcad-quaitcrs, foi several dajs, at "^^^itcpsk, and held thcie a council 
of uar, to learn the opinions of his marshals and generals on the 
course to bo pursued The niajoiity Mashed that the army should 
halt until the ensuing spiing, when the siqiplics m oiild have ariived, 
and the army m the intcival might receive a ncM* and moie cfifcctive 
organization The Enipeioi, hoMOvci, could not listen Math patience 
to this over-cautious ad-vace It M-as yet the height of summer, and 
merely a fcM' tovais, •vallagcs, and huts had been conqueied. Math a 
force vrhich had been deemed adequate to ovciaain the almost bound- 
less empire that had been invaded It M^as necessary that something 
should be done to mamtam the gloiy of the Impeiaal arms, and the 
confidence of the soldieis Moscom^ M^as the goal of Napoleon’s hopes 
There, he flattered himself, he should find all that his troops needed , 
and the occupation of the great, the sacred city” M^ould strike the 
Russians Math dismay 

MeanM^hile, the Czai’s Grand Aimy and that of Bagiation M^eie 

united at Smolensk ; and his forces bemg now as numerous as that of 

* 

his opponents, Baiclay de Tolly resolved to assume the ofiensive, 
hopmg to fall upon the Eiench' before their army could be concen- 
trated Napoleon, hovrever, while appearing to slumbei, was closely 
watchmg the motions of the enemy, with a view to profit by any 
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blunder tlmt miglit ensue No sooner, therefore had Barclay i pur 
'pose become apparent, than a plan ^rai formed to counteract hu move 
ments, get into the rear of his army occupy Smolensk, and cut off hu 
communications with Moscow and the centre and south of Eussia. No 
time was lost between the conception and execntion of this danng 
design Suddenly removing hu line of operation fixrm "Witepal: to 
Mmsk, the Emperor pushed forward, with a hundred and eighty five 
thousand men, to the Dmiper , so that, instead of moving towards the 
right of the enemy where the Roasians were strongest, he was found, 
when least looked for upon their left-flank and m their rear 

Napoleon quitted "Witepak on die 13th of Augnst, accompanied by 
the Guard, the Army of Italy, and three dinsiCFiiB of the corps of 
Davoust while Murat, Junot, Ney, and Poniatowiki, advanced by 
different routes to support the movement. After traversing the woody 
country between the Dwma and the Dnieper the Emperor crossed 
the latter nver at Rassaana, where on the 14th, he fixed his head 
quarters for the mght. On the following day the army marched 
altogether prepared to fall, at a word, into battle ordor The 
advanced guard drove before it several hordes of Coaaacks who 
hovered around to destroy all the bndgos, provisions, and forage that 
could be found m the French hne of march. On the 15th, at threo 
in the afternoon, the troops came m sight of Krasnoi, which some 
Eussians endeavoured to defend but they wore spocdily dislodged 
by Ney On entering the town, a division of six or eight thousand 
of the enemy was observed posted a little beyond. Thi s was tho 
corps of Neweroikoi, which had been sent forward from Smolensk to 
keep the invaders m chock Tho Russians however, did not wait to 
be attacked, but retreated on tho first menace Murat hast en ed 
forward in pursuit — tho ground being favourable for cavalry Newo- 
roskoi conducted hia retrogrado march with such skill and bravery as 
won tho approbation of nfl- Ho united his columns, and formed 
them into a square of such thickness, that it was impossiblo for Jlurat 
to penotrato or throw it into disorder "When closely prcs«?d by tho 
cavalry tho men faced about awaited tho onset with finnness dis 
charged their muskets, and resumed their retreat under cover of tho 
smoko Numerous difficulties impeded the Russians but they la 
boured with undaunted perseverance, and, surmounting cmy obstacle, 
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reached Smolcn'^k in the c\cmnit — liaM’n^ ln‘.t tncho liundicd men 
in hilled, a thou'^ind in bounded and pn‘-onci<, and ciglit pieces of 
cannon. 'Jin*' occuircd on the Kinpeior’s hnlh-dav; in lionoui of 
vhich and of the capture of Ki.i'^noi. Mural and Xej oidcicd a salute 
to he fired from a hundred pieces of arliller), — a comjihment Avhicli 
by no means gratified Napoleon; iiho oh-^cned, that “ it i\as neces- 
sary. in ]?us«ia, to be economical of gunjiowdei ” 

The Bus-Jian commander^, ]3arcla> and JJ.igration, finding that they 
liad been outmanannTcd, now haMcned to rctric\c theii crior and 
to ‘:a^c Smolen‘:k ; which, like Moscow, was called Holy, and con- 
sidered besides as the key of ancient Ihissia Tlic inlinbitants of tins 
city were just returning from their tcmjilc'^, wlicrc they had been to 
offer thanlvsgn mgs for some iniaginnr) Mctones of their troops, when 
Neweroskoi relumed, with the bleeding remnant of his corps, to 
infomi them that the Mclonous Ficncli weie at tlieir gates Towaids 
evening, on the 16th, Napoleon, with tlic mam body of liis anny, 
am^cd beneath the walls of the place, and, shortly afteiw'aids, 
clouds of dust upon the opposite bank of the Dnieper announced the 
approach of a succouring army of Eussians. The Empcior ascended 
an eminence in the idcinity to reconnoitie, and tlicncc pciccived 
several dense columns of men nionng fomaid with the utmost 
celerity. It was Barclay and Bagration, hunying, witli breathless 
speed, to the rescue of Smolensk Napoleon, as their long array of 
ghttenng arms became distinguishable, could not rcham from ex- 
piessing his satisfaction ^‘At length, I have them'” he exclaimed, 
and, leaving the lull, he passed rapidly along the Ime of his own 
troops, assigned to each commandei his station, and made all neces- 
sary arrangements for the battle, which he beheved would be fought 
next day 

The Bussian Commander-m-chief, however, aware of his mabihty 
to cope with Napoleon m the field, lemamed, durmg the 17th, within 
the walls of Smolensk, whence he despatched Bagiation and a strong 
corps on the road towards Elma, to covei the fiight of the inhabitants, 
and to convey horn the city such stores and provisions as could be 
removed on the mstant. The French meanwhile attempted to carry 
the place by a coup-de-main; but the walls were too high and thick, 
too strongly flanked by towers and bastions, and too well manned, to 
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be stormed on a first aasanlL After a day s bard figbtmg tberefiirc, 
m Trhicli the fire from tbe besieged and the bemegera did abont eqnal 
execution, the Enssians remamed masters of the city, and Napoleon 
had merely gained a ferr posts m the environs At night the attach 
was contained and Count Xxihan, ohtaming possession of the ditch, 
Tvas enabled to act with greater effect m dislodging the defenders 
Soon after midnight, some shells having been thrown over the waDs, 
thick colnmni of smoke and subsequently, crackling sparks and pyra 
midal flames were seen nsmg mto the air fi^m all quarters of the aty 
These soon uniting mto a mass, announced a general and fearful 
conflagration, the effect of which was heightened by frequent explo- 
sions of gunpowder, the whirling on high of hlaung fi:agmentB, and 
awful crashes accompanying the fell of large buildings and churches 
At first, the French beheved the disaster to hafe been occasioned by 
their own bombardment but the extent of the devastation soon 
convinced them that it must have been the work of the Busuns 
themselves, who had adopted the desperate rcsohitian of destroying 
their habitattoiii rather than suffer them to shelter tho invaders of 
them toiL Tho day had been hot and harassing the night was clear 
and beantifal The Emperor sat for some tune m fnmt of his ton^ 
gaimg in gloomy silence, upon the progress of tho flames ‘ Tho 
spectacle, * he said, m tho bulletm which onnonneed tho ertmt to tho 
French people, " resembled that offered to tho mhabitanti of Naples 
by an eruption of Vesuvrua 

Abont two m the mommg of the 18th, the Poles of Poniatowsld 
penetrated wiftim die walla, and found that, after committing it to the 
flames, the Bnsaians had evacuated the aty, looving their dead and 
wounded m the midst of tho hunung nuna "When Napoleon entered, 
it was over huge heaps of mangled end blackening bodies, many of 
which still retained life end consaousness Tho French soldiers were 
hoTTor-stnekom The first cares of tho Emperor were to arrest tho 
progress of the flames, and to attend to tho wonts of tho poor wretches 
whom thoir comrades bnil obandoned and who though cnonuct, of 
tho most barbarous kind and chnmctcr, wemo treated with sU the 
kindness and attention which humanity could prompt. 

After having sturoyed tho outworks and fortifications of Smolensk 
Napoleon ascended an anaent turret, from an embrasure of which ho 
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■\^as enabled to examine the new position of the Kussians on the 
further bank of the Borysthencs A shglit glance sufficed to con- 
vince him that the enemy was in full rcticat — Barclay ha-sung taken 
the road to St Peteisburghj and Bagration that towards Moscow 
With, his customary penetration, the Euipeioi immediately smumsed 
that this voluntary separation of two armies, winch had been at such 
extieme pains, and made so many saciufices to effect their junction, 
was merely a feint, and he accoidmgly oideied the pursuit, which 
was confided to Ney, to be made in the duection of Moscow. 

The enemy was soon overtaken and attacked, at the lull of Valou- 
tma, where a furious engagement took place Four tunes the Russians 
were chased fiom theu positions, and as often bi ought up reinforce- 
ments and retumed to the encounter Thuty thousand men on each 
side weie successively brought into action, and the carnage was 
terrible Never, perhaps, was more mdi-vudual valoui displayed than 
on this occasion The Russian General Toutchkoff was assailed m 
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the midst of his own soldier* by a braye lientenant of the twelfth 
r^nnent, named Etienne and compelled to dehrer his tword and 
General Gndin charged at the head of his diyinon with such im- 
petoona energy as swept erery impediment before him. The brittle 
lasted tin nightfall and the Haasians, throngh their s uper ior know 
ledge of the ground, were enabled to escape during the ffnrVnpg^ 
The yictory— -if such it might bo faJlpd — -was dearly purchased with 
the life of Gudin, who, at the dose of the day fell mortally wounded. 
He was conveyed to Smolensk, where he shortly afterwards died, and 
was buried in the mtadoL Hie Eusnan army would, it u said, have 
been completely broken and routed bad Junot faithfully executed the 
orders which had been transmitted to bim. He bad been sent across 
the Dm^per to prevent Barclay from reuniting his corps with that of 
Bagration, and had thus an opportunity of the latter m 

the rear but, instead of acting widi vigour he was undecided 
what to do, and remained totally inactive, notwithstanding the urgent 
remonstrances of Murat and the advico of GanonJ Gourgand. He 
refused, m fact, to act on his own judgment, or to obey or follow 
the counsel of others disclaiming any rnbordination except to the 
Emperor himself 

Napoleon was at Smolensk, busied with despatches and orrango- 
ments, when he heard of th»« battle He was much gnoved ot the 
loss of the mtrepid Gudm, and mortified beyond measure at tho 
misconduct of Junot. * I will see him no more he exclaimed to 
Bcrthicr ** he sbaTl be removed from his command, which I will 
give to Kapp, who speaks German, and who will therefore be best 
able to manage the ’Westphalians’* " Junot, observe* M Laurent 
de 1 Ard^che, " wns always the same sub-oflBccr whom Bonaparte, a* 
commandant of artillery, remarked and become attached to on 
account of his sang froid and courage at tho siege of Toulon But 
tho Bepubhean Seijcont, on becoming Huko of Abrantes under the 
Empire, btgan to shew tho first ^Tnptoina of tho malady [insanity] of 
which ho died- It was his inaction and ohstinncy on tho present 
occasion that pitawirved tho Kussun army from total destruction 

At dawn, on tho mommg of tho 10th the Emperor viufed tho 
sceno of the preceding day’s fight m person, and passed in renew 
tho regimcnti which had distniguijhcd thcmiclYcs. The battahoni of 
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Guclin’s clnision "were i educed to nieie platoons; but they -weie 
animated with honourable pnde, from a sense of ha^^ng biavely dis- 
charged tlieir duty. Napoleon could not piocccd along ihcu front, 
without steppmg ovei piles of the slain, and trampling on bayonets 
bent and taisted in the despeiate conflict His praises and lewaids 
were moie than usually liberal, and his comersntion and loolcs were 
those of a fatlier m tlie nudst of his family lie declaied that the 
battle of Yaloiitina was one of the most bnUiant exploits in the 
military lustory of the ago The trvelflh, tiventy-first, and lumdied 
and twenty-seventh regiments of llie hue, and the seventli of light 
infantiy, being all Gudin’s regiments, received among them eighty- 
seven ciosses of the Logon of Honour and promotions The captams 
of the seventh were called aroimd the Emperor, m a cucle “ Pomt 
out to me,” ho said, die best officer of your regment ” “ Sue,” 

was the reply, “ they are all good ” — “ Tliat is no answer,” contmued 
Napoleon , come at least to the conclusion of Themistocles, ^ I am 
the first, and my neighbour the second ’ ” At last, Captam hloncey, 
who was then absent on account of his wounds, was named. ‘‘ YTiat '” 
exclaimed the Empeior, Moncey, who was my page ? The son of 
the Marshal^ Seek another "Sire,” said the veterans, he is 
the best ” — “ Ah, well'” resumed Napoleon, I shall gve him die 
decoration ” The hundred and twenty-seventh regiment had hitherto 
marched without an eagle, because it had not previously had an oppoi- 
tumty to distmguish itself in action Napoleon now dehveied to it 
the imperial ensign with own hands None of the troops winch had 
taken part in the engagement were forgotten Por all there were 
substantial rewards, and, what by the soldiers were deemed of equal 
value, kmd words, smiles of encouragement, enquuaes as to then 
wants, and sympathy for then sufferings The Emperor, then the 
master of more than thiee-fourths of Europe, kmg of kmgs,” the 
marvel of the world, was looked upon and beloved as the veritable 
companion m arms of the meanest private in the lanks of his army 
But while sheddmg glory, and conferring honoms and happmess on 
others, the Emperor himself was a prey to the deepest anxiety and 
dejection His brave troops were rapidly falling around him Pro- 
visions were hard to be obtamed, and the victones which had been 
wrested horn the enemy had afforded no permanent advantage, nor 
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bronglit a step nearer the hope or prospect of peace The syitem of 
warfare adopted by the semi-esvage tribe* mto who*© temtoiy tho 
French had adyanced, began now to be understood Tho traming 
and ravage of the conntry were not the mere effect of ridden det- 
peration, bnt of cool and calcnlating determination, formed rtpon tho 
maxim which Napoleon had eiponnded in Egypt, that " an army 
cannot exist m tiie midst of nnna ” Mareover the Huiaiana con 
verted then* wort of destmctian into a double-edged weapon agninit 
their invaders , for, after setting fire to then- town* and •yiDage*, 
destroying their com and hty, and breaking down their bridges, 
they represented these thing* a* the acts of French incendiaries, 

* legions of demon*, ** as they were caDed, “ led on by Antichrist.” 
By these &lsehood*, the terror of the robabitants was raised to such 
excen, that aU classes fied fnmi the face of tho foe, as from a pestilence 
Nobles and peasants hastened mto the mtenor of the conntry and, 
even when they returned, refosed to touch aught that had been 
defiled by French use One great fear of the Butstan boyaids, is imd 
to have been, * that the slave* would n*o up and throw off thar 
bondage and that the doctnne* of the Berointian would loosen the 
grasp of tho wealthy upon the wretched *er& who composed tho 
population of the country Tho most nnprobablo and disgruting 
febles were consequently resorted to to excite horror and disgust 
among the lowest of the people, whoso ignorance and rupertUbon 
were thu* made the means of perpetuating their degrading vassalage ” 
IVhat made these aspemons more bitter was the feet, that no oppor 
hmity of mtercourse with tibo population was allowed for confuting 
thenio tin, at length, the soldiers, advancing from wildexncfs to wilder 
nen from one confiagrttion to another, began to entertain vague, but 
Hii ’ hAnrfnriTng pTcsentiinenti, tli«t the campaign, if continued, would 
bo rumou* to the noble army engaged m it. 

Smolensk wws at thm trm o a vast hospital. Fifteen largo bnck 
bxdldmg*, which been lavcd from the fiamet, were entirely 
occupied by the cck and wounded, and number* bad been left 
behind, at Wilna and "Witcpsk. Mcdicino and *uigical requifitc* I 
were to deficient, that tho furgeon* wrro compelled to tear up their I 
own Imcn for dretsmg* and, when this feilcd, to hare recourse to 
parchment and paper and finally, to tho down gathered from tho I 
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birch ticcs •oith ■\vlnch the Hussian forests abounded Food and 
forage could scarcely be procured in any du*ection; ajid repoi ts of 
constantly occurring deatlis jCrom starvation, added to the gloom and 
anguish of the Emperor, and to the melancholy forcbodmgs of Ins 
followers 

To coimtcrbalance, in some slight dcgiee, tlic many distressmg 
considerations wluch weighed upon Napoleon’s mind, ho had tlie 
satisfaction, while at Smolensk, to leant that IMacdonald, who had 
been detached from the Grand Army to blockade Riga, had obtamod 
several considerable advantages over the enemy , and, m addition to 
maintaining possession of Coiirland, had stneken St. Petersburgh itself 
with panic Farther south, Oudinot, and after liim St Cyr, had 
signally defeated General Wittgcnstem, at Oboiazina, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Polotsk , and Pogmer and Schwartzenburg had beaten 
and routed the forces of Tormasoff, at Gorodeezna 

At a council of wai, held under these ciicmnstances, several of the 
French generals weic of opmion, that the anny should lest where 
it now was : but tlus, in a wasted country, unth a greatly disoi- 
ganized army, and m quarters straitened b}’- the recent conflagration 
of Smolensk, appeared to be impossible. Our troops,” argued 
Napoleon, “ may advance, but are incapable of remaining stationary. 
Motion may keep them together a halt or retreat would at once 
dissolve them. Ours is an army of attack, not of defence ; of 
operation, not of position We must advance upon Moscow, gam 
possession of that capital, and there dictate terms of peace to the 
Czar ’ ” TTir experience had not yet prepared him for the extent 
of sacrifice which the infuriated Pussians were capable of making 
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AC£R to obtain frcih rapplie* of men 
and money and to Icam tbo di*po«tion 
of hu enbjoctB, Alexander had quitted 
hu army immediately on it# retreat to 
"Witepak, and haftemed to Moacow, irhcro 
meetmgt of the nobles, tho pnnapal 
clergy, and tho wealthiest merchants of 
tho empire had already been conrohed, 
to deliberate on tho measures rendered 
necessary by a French invasion Hio whole of Knssia was by this 
time in a ferment. Every defeat of her troops m former campaigns 
had been inrannbly represented as a victory At AuitcrhU st Fned 
land— wherever Moscovito soldiers and those of Napoleon had cros«d 
arms — according to tho bnllctins of the Cxar the Children of the 
Revolution had been compelled to yield to the supenor valour and 
•KU of tho Loyal Armies of the North. Ho tementy of the 
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Fiencli Empeioi m cuteimg upoii the sacied teiiitoiy, -whose frontier 
he had novel befoie daiod to cioss, elicited the piofoimdcst astonish- 
ment as well as mdignation in all classes of those who had been 
taught to legaid themselves as his conquciois It ncvci occuiicd 
to the Eussiansj geneiallyj to doubt the truth of what had been told 
them icspectmg their foimei achievements, they, theicfoie, saw only 
m the expedition of Napoleon an audacious attcnijit to avenge foimei 
disgiaces, by canymg wanton havoc into the homes of his biavest 
opponents All that could be conceived of baseness oi pei-fidy m 
man, all that could be gatlieicd of -sacc or crime from the annals, 
even of Eussia, was chaigcd upon “ the new Moloch of the age,” 
affiimed in pioclamations, preached as gospel by the pnests, and 
imphcitly beheved by the Scythian natives Hence it became a 
question of rehgion and of life itself, foi the whole Russian people 
to umte, as one man, agamst the supposed foe of the human lace and 
of the Almighty 

In 01 del that the leception of Alexandei m bos ancient capital nught 
be lendeied as impressive as possible, a scene was aiianged foi the 
occasion, by Count Bostopchm, the govemoi of the city The digm- 
taries and iich boyards of the empne weie assembled at the Kiemhn, 
and the Count, m a stram of eloquence adapted to theu compie- 
hension, addressed them on the flagiant enormities which the French 
tyrant daily committed , on his expressed deteimmation to deprive 
Russia of its mdependence and nationahty, to plunder and give its 
to-wns and cities to the flames, to massacie the best and bravest of 
the mhabitants, to destroy the temples and to change the lehgion of 
the land When the earnest tones and vehement gestures of the 
Governor had aioused his auditors to the requisite pitch of enthu- 
siasm, the Czar suddenly made his appearance m the midst of them, 
and, bemg received with the -wildest acclamations, concluded the 
harangue which Rostopchm had commenced He spoke of his love 
foi the Russians, his devotion to the customs and rehgion of his 
country, of his flxed resolution to make no peace with the ‘^^man of 
treachery and blood,” while the presence of a smgle Frenchman 
polluted his dommmions , and concluded by demandmg sacrifices com- 
mensurate with the urgent necessities of the case, and the greatness 
of his design '‘The disasters -with which you are thieatened,” said 
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Ho, ''ihould quicHcn yonr dcasion a» to the means of comn mmatin g 
the nun of tho enemy ” 

Sognr s accottnt of this meeting is tHo description of a mnd rabble 


rather than of sages or patriots The long beards, glaring ores, con 
vidsed features imthing arms, clenched fists, foaming lips gnashing 
teeth, and fcrocaous curses and imprecations of the assembly shewed 
how deeply all were excited by tho terrible pictures of foreign 
domination which had been presented to them. The object of Alex 
andcr was accomplished^ MTicn ho had finished speaking a gmnral 
exclamation arose * Demand all I wo offer all 1 accept all f The 
nobles nnammoasly offered to recruit tho array of the Crar with ten 
out of every hundred of their ■orf’t whito some agreed 1 1 eJra and 
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equip Oiosc jiclclcd by tbcir cstnlc*:, nt tlicir ou*n expense. The 
Grand Duchess Anne, ulio had entertained ]io])Cs of shaiing the 
throne of Prance uiUi the then friend of licr brother, e^inccd her 
chagnn, by furnishing a uliolc icgiinent to fight against the renegade 
by ulioni she liad been disappointed. PiatofT, the Cossack Hetman, 
promised his only dauglitcr and two Inmib-cd thousand rubles (about 
forty-five thousand pounds sterling), to any man who should slay 
Napoleon. Tlic merchants ^oluntaril3' imposed on thcmschcs con- 
tributions, amounting, in several mstanccs, to half their fortunes ; and 
the inhabitants of ^Moscow undertook to raise and equip an army of 
eighty thousand men. “In proportion,” sa}s ]\Ii. Ilazhtt, “as men 
approach to a saiagc oi half-cmlwcd state, the hateful passions aic 
usually predominant, and credubty and terror arc naturally excited 
against any supposed violence oi %vrong meditated by others, from a 
knowledge of what tlicmselvcs arc in the habit of sufieiing or in- 
flictmg. Passion is always energetic, and notliing makes us sooner 
foiget ourselves than oui dread or liatrcd of others ” It may be 
doubted, nevertheless, whether the phrensy of the Russians would 
have been sufficient to mduce them to consent to the suicidal 
destruction of tlieir Holy City, which, from the Czar’s obscure hints 
at the “means of consummating Napoleon’s rum,” appears to have 
been already contemplated Tlieir treasures, and the blood of their 
slaves, were of tnfling accoimt in comparison with their own house- 
hold heardis, their national superstition, and tlieir reverence for 
“]\Iother Moscow,” which contained the lehcs of their samts, and 
the tombs of their forefathers, and was, besides, the scene of almost 
all then miracles. Bostopchm seems thoroughly to have tmderstood 
the temper of his countrymen on this as on other pomts , for while 
he dihgently employed himself m coUectmg combustibles, and manu- 
factunng various kmds of destructive fire-woiks to be used m the 
meditated conflagration, he occupied a number of females m con- 
structmg large balloons, from which, he said, he mtended to shower 
down flie upon the mvaders The people, amused by the novelty of 
the expedient, lent all the assistance they could to a design, which, 
had it been made pubhc, would have been universally execrated 

Prom Moscow, Alexander hastened to St Petersburg, whence, after 
causmg Te ’Deum to be celebrated for the constant “victones” of his 
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troops, — thus, to use the langTiag© of Napoleon on the snbjec^ 
not to man alone, hut to God he despatched General Kntusoff to 
supersede Barclay de Tolly as Commander m-chief of hu forces, 
't hmVm g says a Russian author, fhnt a Russian name, at the 
head of the army, was necessary to nationahie the Trar ” Barclay 
was a Gfennan of Scottish extraction, and, though enjoying, m a high 
degree, the confidence of the Czar was disliked by most of the 
Russian generals. His successor was a genmne Scythian m features 
and character and, though ntterty incompetent to direct the opo- 
rationfl of a cmluod army, was perhaps, better adapted than a 
man of greater talent, to command a congregated multitude of half 
disaphnod barbarians Barclay, on quitting hu post, was appomted 
war miniflter at St PetersburgK 

In the meantime, Napoleon, haTing determined to advance upon 
Moscow after a few days rest m Smolensk, pushed forward m 
pursuit of the stOl retreating Russians, who continued to destroy 
erciything Kkely to be rendered availahle for food or shelter in 
their Ime of march. Horogobouje was dramed of its popnlabon, and 
given to the flames like Witepsk and Smolensk and the roads boyond 
that town w er e thicWy strewn widi the bodies of starved and over 
driven men women and children, who had fonakon therr habitations, 
under the fear that the approaching French would inflict upon them 
some newly mvented horrors worse than death lUclfi On tho 28th 
of August Napoloon e advanced guard overt ook the enemy on a plain, 
and, after a slight akmnish, drove them with tho utmost precipitation 
to Viaxma, which was instantly set on fire and abandoned. Shortly 
after noon, on the 1st of September, tho corps of Murat took pot 
session of Gjati only a portion of which the Russians had time to 
bum. Here a French resident came to wolcomo his countrymen 
and to inform thorn that, Borday dc Tolly having boon removed and 
Kutusoff appomted to tho duef command of tho army, a genend 
battle had been dotemuned upon os the means of saving ^loscow*— 
Kntusoff, m order to take up a Ihvoumblo position for this purpose 
having retreated to the plains of the Borodmo 

Isnpolcon halted two dap at Gjoti to refiesh ha soldiers, and 
resumed ha mni r h on the 4th. A skimush took place on that day 
between the French advanced guard and a horde of Cossacks, in 
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■nliich, accoiding to the subsequent i elation of the veteran PlatofT, 
one of the Moscovite ofHceis, being ivonnded, oideied a soiceier, 
vlio accompanied him, to bo soiindl)* beaten in (ho prosonco of tlio 
whole band, foi not liaiing turned aside the enemy’s ball agicoably 
to tlie terms of liis engagement On the 5th, the Pussian aimy was 
discovered strongly posted on an delated plain, between the Kalouga 
and (lie Moskwa, vntli a number of skilfully constiuctod tiold-woiks 
and battenos in front and on their flanks To protect the high road 
to jMoscow, a forimdable redoubt had been eiccted; tins IsTapoleon 
no sooner saw than ho ordered it to be taken, and the division of 
General Compans of the corps of Dai oust adianccd accordingly, 
and captured it at (he point of the baj’onct, though not without gicat 
slaughtci from the wcll-diicctcd Russian artillery Before daybieak, 
on the 6th, the Emperor i\ as on lioiscback, dressed m his customary 
grey coat, and exliibiting all the earnest alaenty of his carber 
campaigns Accompanied by Rapp and General Caulamcomt, the 
brotlior of the bettor-known diplomatist, and a few chasseurs of the 
Guaid, he rode forward to rcconnoitic the ground Kutusoff had 
neglected no precaution T\^oods, ramies, and deep biooks, sup- 
ported him on ever}’’ side, and in addition to natmal advantages, 
he had coveied all his posts mth redoubts and entrenchments The 
numbeis of the foe, from the extent of their line and the space they 
occupied, were endendy gicatei than those of tlieir opponents, but 
tins was a consideration which the hero of Austerhtz was httle 
accustomed to regard when he had an opportumty to contest in an 
open field 

Having satisfied himself as to the positions of the Russians, the 
Emperor visited the stations occupied by the seveial corps of his 
own army, cheered the men by kmd and encouiagmg words, and 
animated them by reimndmg them of former victories, of the glory 
they had aheady won, and of that which awaited them on the morrow 
On his return to head-quartos, Napoleon found Colonel Fabviei, an 
aide-de-camp of Marshal Marmont, who brought him news of the 
battle of Salamanca, and the occupation of Madrid by Lord Wel- 
hngton, and immediately afterwards, M de Bausset, the Prefect of 
the Palace, arrived firom St Cloud, beanng letters from Mana-Louisa, 
and a portrait of the King of Rome, pamted by Gerard The package 
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outside hifl tent, that the officers and soldicTs might see it and to 
those near hnn, he said, " Gentlemen, if my wm ifcre fifteen, hchcrc 
me, ho ■would be amongst the bravo men around ns, othemso than in 
a picture In the evening, iho following proclamation was issued 
and ordered to bo read to the army on the ensuing monnng* — 
“ Soldiers I Behold the bottle you hare so long desired- From tiu* 
moment the victoiy depends on you. It u necessary for us it irill 
give us abandanco good wTntcr-^uartcrs, and n prompt return to 
our country Conduct yourselves ns at Austerhtt, at Fncdland, at 
"Witcpsk and at Smolensk, so that the most remote postenty may 
proudly ato your actions on tins day, and say of each of you * 
was in the great battle fought beneath tho walls of Moscow I ** 

The nuisian soldier* dunng the fith, were engaged in con/r»*ion 
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and rcccinng absolution from then priests ; and Kutusoff lumsclf, 
•sntli great pomp and foimality, paiaded tlnough the eamp a ludc 
image of the Vngm, the protcclicss of Smolon‘?]c, -which the monks 
asserted to haic been saved, by miiaculoiis intci position, fiom the 
destriiclioii of that city by the “ mccndiancs, aich-rcbels, and sacii- 
Icgioiis infidels, -who had daicd to distnib the sacicd soil!” II}nnns 
and praycis, blessings and cuiscs, braggait boasting and exclamations, 
betokening the most ahjcct tcrioi, wcic stiangcly muiglcd in the 
uncouth rites -with -which the Russians sought to piopitiate then 
saints foi a -nctoi-) ; but, for the fiist time since the opening of the 
campaign, the idea of flight -was icpmhatctl The priests assmed 
tlicir follo-wcrs, that all -who should be slain on the morrow would 
bo instantly admitted, -without question, to the cnjo}Tnents of Paia- 
dise 

At night, after haidng dictated his ordeis foi the battle, Napoleon 
retired early to lest, but slept little lie was appichensivc that the 
Russians might agam escape hun, and icpeatcdly called to Ins 
attendants to know' the hour, and to ask if any sounds, indicative of 
letieat, had been heard He sent diioctions also foi the distiibution 
among the Guaid of tluco days’ pro-\isions , and soon aftei midnight 
arising, fevcicd with fatigue and anxioty, he conversed -w'lth Eajip and 
others on the piobable result of the impendmg battle About five 
o’clock, one of Ney’s aide-de-camps came to the Empeioi’s tent to 
announce that the Russians still occupied the same positions as on 
the preceding evenmg, and to lequcst penmssion foi the Marshal 
to commence the attack At this mtelhgcnce, Napoleon suddenly 
re-vived, and, summonmg his staff aiound him, he was speedily on 
horseback, on his way to the redoubt, which had been taken from the 
enemy on the 5th At half-past five the sun arose, -with imclouded 
bnlhance . the Emperoi, pointing to the east, exclaimed, " Behold 
the sun of Austeihtz!” ,The omen was hailed -wath enthusiasm, and 
drew forth loud and repeated acclamations from the tioops, among 
whom the cheei-mg words were rapidly dissenunated 

Pomatowski, -with his biave Poles, had been ordered to turn the 
the wood which supported the Russian left -wing, while Davoust, 
Ney, Murat, and Eugene, were to attack then right and centre. 
An obstmate resistance had been contemplated, and to overwhelm 
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this, three battene* of sixty pieces of cannon each had been erected 
during the night, in the front of the enemy The sound of Ponia 
towski B guns was to be the signal for a general assault. The battle, 
however commenced nnexpectcdly on the French left. One of 
Prince Eugene’s regnnents, disreganling die orders of its superior 
officers rushed across the bridge of the Borodino, and impetuously 
attached the heights of Gorcka, where it would have been speedfly 
destroyed, but for the assistance of the nmety-second which hastened 
to its rehefl Napoleon, seeing that the action had commencod, gave 
the desired signal for the onset and a long protracted peal of 
echoing thunder mstantly arose from the wide plain The divmon 
of Compans, with thirty cannon at it* head, now advanced rapidly 
against the enemy’s first redoubt. The General, however, was 
shortly afte rward s wounded and many of his soldiers were swept 
away by the ftrnons cannonade The division, nevertheless, was 
undaunted and Happ taVmg the place of Compans urged forward 
the meu with fixed bayonets till the redoubt was won when Bapp 
liko his predecessor was struck by a balL It was tbo twenty-second 
tune this officer bad been wounded. A third General rncceedcd 
Bapp and he also was hurt at tbu dangerous post Daronst, whilo 
gmiig direcUoni, had his horse kQlcd under hun Tho loss of tho 
enemy, in defending them entrenchments here was nnmonsc 

About eigbt o clock, tbe Bussians baring been forced from thar 
pontians on tho left, the French wore enabled to turn tho cann on 
which they had taken, against tho retiring foe, and the pampets, 
which had at first, screened those who erected them, now afforded 
shelter to the captor* Kutosoff enraged at this unexpected result, 
directed a new attack, with redoubled force*, to be made upon tho 
bcigbtJ and tbo manmuvro wa» executed with such s kill and vigour 
that tho French were for a time repulsed. Nopoleon, however, at 
thiw moment, sent up *oino strong rcinforccmcnta with the ortillcry 
of tho reserve, and a deadly firo wn* opened upon tho adrancing 
enemy firom upward* of three hundred gun* at tho *amo moment. 
Tho Busnon cavalry in vain, attempted to push forward in tJio face 
of tho *torm of bullet* which now asiaiJcd their hnc After two or 
three gnUant cssajw they withdrew in confunon to sroitl utter I 
dcstniction, Tho infimtry then advanced in demo moxtcti but tho 
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battciics continued to thin their lanlcs, making deep and "svide 
openings in tlieii columns, and slicuing tlicu destruction to be by 
hundreds at a bloAr Still, hou’cvcr, they maiclied onwaid, closing 
tlicir lanks abo^c their dead and wounded, nitli a courage that 
seemed indomitable At last then biave leadci, Piince Bagration, 
was struck down by a ball, and his followers halted, as men suddenly 
stupified. Nevertheless, they gave no symptoms of an intention to 
retreat, but stood for two liourB on the spot where tlicii chief had 
fallen, without making any other movement tlian tliat of closing theu 
hno as the cannonade, to v luch they were exposed, swept away theii 
numbers Ney, Murat, and Davoust, then advanced togetlier, and the 
remains of Bagration’s corps, bemg attacked by cavalry and infantry 
at once, were presently broken and dispersed 

IMcanwhile, Prince Eugene, having assailed and talcen the village 
of Boiodmo, passed the Kalouga, and attacked the great redoubt 
wlucli the Russians had constructed to defend their right The 
enemy, who had rehed greatly upon tlic strength of tins position, 
— a steep height, suiiounded by deep, muddy hollows, and protected 
by eighty pieces of artilleiy, — was surprised by the fierce and 
unexpected onset made by the troops of General hforand, and 
without an attempt at defence, fled m tenor. Colonel Fabvier, who 
had reached the French camp on the precedmg day with hfarmont’s 
despatches flora Spam, gieatly distinguished himself m this action 
Tire assault, mdeed, was inoie vigoious and successful than had been 
calculated upon , but Morand, when he had gamed the redoubt, foimd 
himself, unsupported, almost m the midst of the Russian hues 
Kutusoff perceivmg this, ordered his reserves to advance and retake 
the position , and about eighteen himdred men then found themselves 
opposed to an immense army Moiand, thus abandoned, was unable 
to mamtam himself, but retreated slowly, contestmg the giound foot 
by foot, and, bemg lemforced shortly afterwaids by Eugene, he 
could not be entirely dislodged, though an mcessant fire was duected 
against him for foui hours 

Emmg this gallant struggle, Napoleon oideied General Montbrun 
to attack the redoubt, m flank, with a body of cavalry A shoit tune 
afterwaids, the Empeioi was informed of that brave officer’s death, 
and Coimt Caulaincourt was sent to succeed him On receiving his 
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instruction*, tie new general exclaimed " I will be at the redoubt 
immediately, dead or alive I” He galloped forward, aud, wbac 
the light cavalry xrore punumg the advantage* had already ob- 
tained, the Count, followed by the fifth regiment of ctnmsacr*, turned 
suddenly to the left, and talang the redoubt in the rear, overthrew 
every obstacle in his pit^resa, and was the first man to penetrate the 
gorge of the battery Here, howover, his career terminated. In tho 


\ 
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moment of tnumph he was ttrach by a bnlloL “ II« glonoua death, 
said Napoleon, ^ was worthy of envy I ** The btagbta were now won 
and, Eugene coming up to sharo and complete tho -netoTy, turned 
upon tho flying enemy thme own captured cannon, and literally blew 
many hundreds of them into the air 

By two m tho afternoon the battlo was gained ; and though 
Kutusoff kept up till cTcnmg o bnik cannonade, on wrrcrnl part* of 
tho field. It was merely to cover the retreat of his troop*, and not 
with any hope of being able to renew the fight About four o clock. 
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^Marshal Mortiei, -n'lio commanded tlic Young Guaid, uas commanded 
to keep tlie field, but under no ciicumstances to advance or ictirc, 
•nhilc tlic Emperor rode round to give directions conccimng the 
■wounded, and the pursuit of the enemy. Such was tlic great battle 
of the !Moskwa , “ the most birlliant,” according to his oinr accoimt, 
“of all Napoleon’s feats of arms;” and which furnished Maishal 
Ney with his title of Prince of j\Ioskwa. In tlus engagement, 
upwards of two lumdred and fiftj’^ tliousand men took part, seconded 
by about tivehc hundred pieces of artillcr}’’ Tlic Russians lost sixty 
cannons, five thousand piisoncis, and between forty and fifty thousand 
lulled and wounded, among whom were about forty general officers, 
includmg Prince Bagration and General Toutchkofi?* The Prench 
killed and wounded are estimated at httle less than twenty thousand 
men, mcludmg fourteen or fifteen generals The plam, the woods, the 
Tillages, the sides of the hills, and the bottoms of the lannes, were 
tluckly strewn "with the manned and disfigured bodies of men and 
horses The French nearly exhausted their ammunition in the 
engagement, having discharged m the course of the day as many as 
sixty thousand cannon-balls 

TTie victory, it has been said, w’ould have been more decisive had 
Napoleon brought his Guard into the field early m the day, mstead of 
waitmg till the enemy wns defeated by the troops oiigmally engaged 
Several tunes during the day, he had been leguested by his marshals 
to order these household troops to advance, but he had constantly 
refused to allow them to move “ The battle,” he said, “ can be won 
■without them ” and when urged by Berthiei to send them forward, 
he answered, “ and what if theie should be another battle to-moi- 
row^” Some have asserted that age, lU-health, or the ungemal 
chmate, had begun to impan the Empeioi’s faculties, and that he 
was consequently no longer the general who had achieved such 
miracles at Aicola, at Lodi, at Marengo, and Austerhtz, others 
have msmuated, that Napoleon was more careful for his o^wn per- 
sonal safety than for the preservation of his army, or the defeat of 
his enemies, and that the Guard, bemg “the only corps upon which, 
under the existmg disorganization of his army, he could thoroughly 
depend,” he was desuous of sparing these troops to secure his 
retreat, m case of disaster None, however, have demed that the 
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battle of the Moekwa was a ngnal victory over a gnpenor force nnd, 
that the outlme was formed, and the detafli directed, by Napoleon 
in person whilo m answer to the base imputation of cowardice 
with which he has been chafed by imphcation, wn have the direct 
testimony of one who hated him with all the animooty of a detected 
intriguer “ He fear 1 He n coward, or a poltroon 1 says Do Bout 
nenno *' Surely those who say so knew him well I He never was 
more happy than on the battle field never more tranquil than m tho 
midst of dangers 1 ” The fact seenu to be as suggested by Haihtt, 
thflt. the Emperor saw m the back ground a more formidable enemy 
than that immediately before bnn — The hatred, fear and despair of 
a whole people and the very genius of barbarous desolation, standmg 
aghast” at his tnumphant progress Besides, Napoleon, though a 
soldier was not a Tngn of blood gnd his hranamty shuddered at the 
slaughter which compulsory warfere caused hrm to commit so that he 
not unfi^nently spared the lives of his soldiers and of their enemies, 
when his own mtercst and that of his ompir© d em anded that his name 
should be as tcrriblo as it was famous among sTuroundmg nahems. 








CHAPTER XXXVIII 


RETREAT OF KUTUSOFF — ADVANCE OF NAFOEEON — OCCUPATION OF MOSCOW 




tTTTJSorr, notwithstanding his defeat at 
^ the j\Ioskwa, resolved to give battle again 
on the foUonong day, and for that pur- 
pose retued at once to Mojaisk, wheie 
he hoped to be enabled to take up a new 
^ position He had no time, however, to 

ffl\ mature his arrangements, for Murat, who 

followed him with the utmost expedition, 
overtook his i ear-guard, on the afternoon 
of the 8th of September, and diove it, with considerable slaughtei, Horn 
a village where it was endeavounng to establish itself, after which 
the Erench daringly fixed their head-quafteis almost within gun- 
shot of the enemy’s mam aimy On the mormng of the 9th, Mojaisk 
was attacked, and the Russians, findmg themselves unable to defend 
the town, set it on fire, and resumed their fiight, leaving ^theur 
woimded to the care of the victors On this occasion, the retreat was 


265 


VoL II —2 M 





AT ARK AT KOSCOW 


BO well masked by clotidi of Coes^ks dispersed as akimnsbers m 
every direction tbat it was for some tunq^ doubtful whetber Kutusoff 
had fled towards Moscow or &doQga. This uncertainty was of tho 
greatest advantage to the Busaiaiis, os it delayed, for neoWy two days, 
tho march of then* puTHuers, and enabled them to reach iTcwcow 
unmolested. They appear to have been indebted for their safety, 
however, as much to the illness of Napoleon at this penod a* to their 
own pTCCantioii since firom the penetration he had previously dis- 
played, and the vigiknce he usually eiercisod, it may he foirly 
concluded, that a few hours would have snfBccd for the Emperor to 
penetrate the secret, and baffle the manceuvres of his foe But tho 
French Monarch was confined to his chamber at Mojaiek, with cold 
and fever and ius marshals and generals were left to wrangle at 
leisure concerning operations, the crecubon of which was prevented 
by mnltrphaty of counsel and personal jealousy It was not distinctly 
ascertained, indeed, until the 113th, that tho Busaian army had taken 
«• the road to Moscow under the walls of which it was then stated 
that Entusoff had determined to moke a deosavo stand against tho 
mvadors 

In the meantime the utmost alarm prevmled m the capital It 
could no longer be concealed, that Kutusofi* had sustained a signal 
defeat, and that he was flying m terror before tho French concerning 
whoso reported atroatics tho most absurd statements wore orcnlatcd 
and beheved. The nobihty and wealthy mhabitnnti hastened to quit 
the city, carrying with them all the valuahlcs thoy conld find means 
of conveying away The archives and puhhc treasures were removed 
the most sacred of the numerous imogcs worshipped m tho temple* 
wore taken down and sent forth towards Asia tho magunncs and 
ftorehousc* were os far as possible emptied of provisions and the 
roods were Imod with files of carnages and long columns of men 
women and chfldrcn, headed by pnests in their sacred vMtmcnts 
smging tho hymns of thoir church, ond only halting from time to 
time to regulate their march, or to oficr prayers for their own safety 
and for tho speedy extermination of tho enemy Bo*topch>n the 
governor though encouraging to tho utmost tho oxtcniivc emigration 
which was going forward, pretended still to entertain hope* of being 
nblo to prevent tho ^liation of Mo»cow and to defeat m the field 
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tlie " lucaiTiatc fiend ” who liad distiubed the tiauqnilhty of the 
people. Xiitusofi', he said, would assiuedly ariest the inaicli of the 
hlood-thiist)’- Fiench , and stiong hopes of victoiy might he mdulged, 
fiom tlic fact that over whelming lemfoi cements were maichmg to 
succoxu the sacred city 

On the 13tli, tlie Giand Russian Aimy i cached Fih, a position a 
httle m advance of ]\Ioscow, hut, though jomed theie hy laige 
numhers of the inliahitants of tlie capital, and of the suiioimding 
country, aianed with hatclicts, scythes, pitchfoilcs, pickaxes, and all 
kinds of implements nliicli could he used as weapons of destniction, 
Kutusofi', on the moiming of die 14th, abandoned his camp, and 
maiched, with fuiled hanncis, sdent diiims, and doivncast looks, by 
the barnei of Doiagomilow, thiough the sheets of the mehopohs, 
and thence out of the Kolomna gate towaids Voladimn, accompanied 
by neaily all the lemammg population, old and yoimg, male and 
female, sick and feeble, sound and strong It resembled the spon- 
taneous movement of a whole nation, “but appeared,” says a native . 
historian, “moie hke a fimeial piocession than a mihtaiy march. 
Eveiy cheek was bathed with tears, every heart was filled with lage 
and despair.” The last act of Rostopchm, was to order that the 
prisons should be thrown open, and the cnmmals brought before 
him Two mdividuals were selected fiom this ciew as examples — 
a Eienchman accused of havmg utteied expressions of joy at the 
repeated triumphs of his countiymen, and a Russian, the son of a 
merchant of Moscow, who havmg visited Germany, had there jomed 
a sect of the dluminati called Martmists, advocates of the doctrine 
of equahty, and on his retmn had ventured to speak of revolt as 
justifiable for the attainment of fi.eedom The father of this young 
man was present durmg his examination “I grant you,” sard the 
governor to the old man, ^'a few moments to bless and take leave of 
your son” “I bless the rebel!” sard the ferocious merchant, “I 
give him my bitterest curse >” At these words, the smiounding 
rabble rushed upon the youth, struck bun with their knives and fists, 
and hacked him hteially to pieces ''^Stranger said Rostopchm to 
the tiembhng Fienchman, when this savage act was concluded, ^^it 
was natural for you to desue the commg of your finends You are 
fi.ee Go, tell youi countiymen that Russia contamed but one tiaitoi. 
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and that yon hayo -witnoased ka death.” The other pnsonen ttotc 
A sh harangued on the dutiea and affection they owed to then nafare 
land, and »et at liberty and the Governor and his retmno, TnnTmfmg 
then horses, galloped after the retmng cituens, leaving the devoted 
capital m poasesaion of>a band of wretches, who had been charged to 
destroy it, as a means of expiating their former offences aganut the 
laws The French vanguard was at this moment, entering the 
snbnrbe 

On the 13th of September, the Army of Invasion qmtted Mqjaial: 
and resumed its march upon Moscow through a sandy desert pltm, 
the monmihl sohtude of which, m the vicunily of one of the greatest 
capitals m Enrope, was extremely disconragmg to the soldiers who 
had ei 3 >ect 6 d to find, as m the neighbourhood of Pans, handsome 
viDaa and cultivated grounds, commensnrate with the wealth and 
importance of the city they were approaching Deep gloom overtast 
the spirits of men and officers as they journeyed onward all were 
fatigued, all exhausted with hunger and thirst and the further they 
advanced, the more distant appeared the prosf>ect of a termination 
to their sufferings, ^The majon^ of tho troops had, for several day^ 
received no rations, the provuaons found in Mojaiak hsTing been 
barely sufficient for a scanty allowance to the Old and Young Guard- 
Many fell victuna to their abuse of ehenaps, a spirit found in 
abundance throughout the country, mtoxication from which generally 
proved fatal to those unaccustomed to its uso Tho men, after 
dnnimg copiously of th?w pernicious beverage, usually quitted tho ^ 
ranis a few paces, began to totter, then whirled round, and presently 
afterwards fell or eat down involuntarily, overcome by a stupor fium 
which few recovered- 

About noon, on the 14th, the Emperor, stall advancmg slowly and 
cauUously, m expectation of a battle reached tho height caDod tho 

Mount of Salvation ” whence tho Eusifan pilgnm was wont to obtmn 
a first glimpse of tho Holy CHty — ^his Mecca — and to kneel and cross 
himself m adoration of its ghttcnng domes and mmarets Tho French 
soldiers had mduJgcd extravagant ideas of tho beauty and rrcaJlh 
of i^foscow which had been rcprcfontcd os exceeding in splendour 
oH that they had read in Oncntal fiction concerning Bagdad under 
the sway of tho Caliphs "Without perhaps, rcallnng there cinfrd 
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lull, “joiulcr 1*= the celebrated cjty of the CV.ii';’’* niul after gn/ing | 

upon it for a few moment*- in ^ileJKe, bo continued, “it i\as time'” 

; 'J’lie «oldier‘j forgetful of pa<-t pn\ations m the hojie of good quaitcrs 

! and magnificent reward*;, f-boiued, waicd then bats and bands ti«d 

‘ gaic "way to tran'^porls of exultation “ I^Ioscou ! I^Ioscom ran from 

I rank to rank, and all quickened ibcir pace to gam a noM of tbo 

j object of tlieir ■ubbes, the termination of ibeii long and toilsome 

I marcb It cbd not fail to be obsened, bouever, that no smoke 

I ascended from tbe numoious cl)imno;)s of the place, and that not a 

1 soldier appeared upon its strong and stately ^\ alls 
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The Emperor ttbs perplexed at the unexpected sflence and solitude 
which greeted him and he contained, for some time, with hia eye 
intently fixed on the strange, yet nnpoang scene Ho was first 
aroused firom his reyene by an aide-de-camp of Idnrat, who came to 
announce that MiLoradowich had threatened to bum the city unless 
he was allowed time to evacuate it with the Enssian rear guard An 
armistice of two hours, was immediately granted. Murat, “ always 
in q^neet of peril, and foremost to attack, pressed forward, with a 
gallant few, to the gates of the capital where, being recognised by 
the Cossacks, from the finery of his drees his admirable horfemanship, 
and the terror with which his bravery in action had so often inspired 
them he was immediately surrounded and hailed, rather as a comrade 
than an enemy Ho was greeted, mdeed, by some as thmr Hetman 
m return for which the vam, though chivalrous King bestowtd upon 
hiB flatterers the jewelleiy with which he was profusely adorned, and 
hu watch an example which was foDowed by many of the officers of 
his smte Before the expiration of the truce the Cossacks having 
disappeared, several of the French soldiers entered tho aty, and 
returned with the astoundmg mtelligence that it was utterly deserted. 
The news was instantly forwarded to Napoleon, who still romamed 
on the Mount of Salvabon. ' Abandoned ? Impossiblo ! ho cx 
churned. “ TVe must outer it, and ascertam tho feet. Go, bring the 
boyarfs the pnbhc functionane*^ before me ” 

The troops wore now ordered to advance , but cro they had reached 
the Doragomflow gate, a few of tho miserablo creatures who had just 
been turned loose mto the streets were captured and brought forth. 
The Emperor having questioned them os to tho flight of thar 
countrymen smiled bitterly when convinced that Moscow was, 
indeed without inhabitants and that upwards of three hundrctl 
thousand persons had gone mto tho wildomcas allrighted ot tho 
name of one man, to took q new home. Tho Itut sisns ,” ho cx 
claimed, ** will soon better loam tho value oft their capitah" History 
h"? no parallel to tlim sacrifice the leading mto captivity of the ten 
tribes of Israel, tho conquest and depopulation of Jerusalem, arc 
mmor events m comparison with this voluntary relinquishment of all 
that is hdd dear and socred by a people tho more strongly altached 
to the place of their nativity from their ignorance and superstition; 
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tliougli it may be questioned 'vrlietbei any but an iguoiant people, 
nnacenstomed to tlie exeicise even of fice tbonglit, could have sub- 
mitted to the liomble depiivations coitain to lesult fioni then conduct. 
Upivaids of a bundled thousand of those ivho abandoned the city, 
aie said to have perished m the neighbommg -woods foi want of food 
and sheltei, besides those who died on the maich -with Kiitusoff, 
and m his camp. 

Napoleon, as though anxious to avoid the sight of the desolate 
stieets, did not entei Moscow with the amiy, but stopped at one of 
the first houses m the submbs, wheie he appomted Moitiei govemor 
of the capital, -vnth diiections to peimit no pillage Defend the 
place,” he said, alike against fiaends and foes ” Murat, meanwhile, 
proceeded to the Ehembn, the gates of which he was compelled to 
blow open "with cannon, the banditti of Rostopchm havmg fixed 
their head-quaiteis m that place, and attempted to defend it for the 
sake of the nch booty which it contamed One of these desperate 
bemgs, even after he and his companions weie taken, and then arms 
pmioned, lushed on the King of Naples, whom he endeavomed to 
teai -with his teeth Most of the piisoneis were dinink, and all pie- 
sented the most squahd and hideous aspect, uttering, m theii rage, the 
most ftightful SCI earns, yells, and oaths agamst then captors Soon 
afterwards, the soldiers dispersed m search of provisions and quarters, 
when the haste m which many of the mhabitants had qmtted there 
homes, was ascei tamed ftom what they had left — the nch ornaments 
and trinkets of many of the ladies bemg found on their toilets, and 
the letters and gold of men of busmess on then desks 

It was speeddy whispered that, dmmg the mght, Moscow would 
be devoted to the flames, but the ongm of the lumom could not 
be traced, and, after a vam search for concealed mcendiaiies, it was 
considered to have arisen merely from vague apprehensions occasioned 
by the desertion of the city by its population, and the lemembiance 
of Smolensk Napoleon, however, passed a sleepless mght, repeatedly 
calhng his attendants to ask if any accident had occurred, and when 
mommg broke without any cause for alarm ha-vung been given, — save 
a fire at one of the bazaars, which had been suppressed without great 
difficulty, and was umvei sally attributed at the time to accident, — 
he treated the reports of the piecedmg evenmg as idle and credulous. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 


NAPOLEON OFFEUS PEACE TO ALEXANDEE — BURNING OF MOSCOW — COM- 
MENCEMENT OF THE FRENCH RETREAT 1812 


UAiiTERED xa Moscow, Napoleon, accord- 
ing to bis custom on sucb occasions, at 
once wrote to tbe Empeior Alexander to 
piopose terms of peace A Russian officer 
^ of rank, wbo bad been left m tbe great 
f hospital of the city, was made the bearer of 
the lettei, and of a complimentary message, 
by which the Czai was assured, “ that, 
whatevei might be the vicissitudes of war, 
nothing could dimimsh the esteem entertained foi hi m by his friend 
of Tilsit and Erftuth ” 

The French soldiers meanwhile explored every jiart of the city, 
fixing then abode m the magnificent palaces of pnnces and boyaids, 
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and nfling the cellars, rtorehoiue*, and conservatones of the -wealthy 
at pleamre The conrents churchea and public buildmga, though 
partially stopped by the Rusaiana previous to then flight, still con 
tamed much that -was rare and Valuable and the bai^ abounded 
•with the richest productions of Europe and A^a. « The meanest 
soldier it is said, clothed himself m silk and furs, and drank the 
choicest wmes ” 

About midnight, on the 16th of Soptemher a cry arose tint the city 
'WHS on fire. The guard had first observed the flames issuing from tie 
Exchange, and every effort -was made to subdue the conflagration 
but as fast as it "was got under m one place, it arose m another -with 
mcreased force, and spread -with fearful rapidity fium street to street 
At first, the fire was attributed to acadent, arising from the mtomca 
ton and heedlessness of the soldiers hut, as the wind changed, it -was 
observed that now flames still arose in quarters whence the blaze 
would bo most likely to be earned to the Ejemlin* An alarm mg 
fuapioon then began to gam ground, that the enemy bad conceived 
a design of des troyin g the French army -with the ancient capital of 
the empire, and of converting Moscow mto the funeral pile of the 
mighty Napoleon — a project, which the noghgcnco of the French 
contributed to render probable, as the Eremlm, unknown to them, 
contamed a magazmo of gunpowder and various combuftiblca had 
been disposed so as to communicate -with it. Tbo nigbt -was hideous 
and morning scarcely dimmiahod tho horrors of the scene, whilo it 
bronght the dreadful certamty that the calamity -was premeditated, 
and conducted with systematiG skill and caution. Tho pntonen, 
released by Rostopchm had been seen rpnnmg from palaco to poloco, 
setting firo to ererythmg consumable The numerous and octivo 
French patrols were unable to arrest their progress, though several 
were ^nth lighted matches and fire halls m their possession, and 
instantly put to d^th. PoLco officers also had been seen with lances 
dipped m pitch, stumig tho flames and a number of frantic women 
bad been met -with lighted flambeaux spreadmg tbo work of destme 
bon Tbo fonutaina had been destroyed tho water pipes cut and 
tho fire-engines earned off, or rendered useless 'When tho soldiers 
attempted to enter apparently deserted houses, for tho purpose of 
destroying tho commumcabon between them and those to which the 
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flames iiad alieady extended, they weie fleqnently driven back by 
volumes of smoke oi buistmg shells It was no longer doubtful, m 
fact, that the Moscovites had determined to sacnflce everything rather 
than allow the conquerors a rejfuge on then soil 

Napoleon was not awakened dming the mght of the 16th In the 
mormng of the 17th, when he rose, the flames were ragmg m all 
parts of the city He was excessively agrtated when he heard the 
extent of the disaster, paced hrs apartment hmnedly, qurtted and 
resumed hrs seat, dictated hasty orders, and stood, from time to time, 
before the wmdows, to obserwe the progress of the Are What a 



frightful spectacle ' ” he exclaimed “ Such a number of palaces * 
The people are genmne Scythians’” Durmg that day and foUowmg 
night, the conflagration raged with unabated violence Not even 
the fictions of the bummg of Troy, though heightened by all the 
powers of poetiy,” sard Napoleon, “ could have equalled the leahty 
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of the destructioii of Moscow! In the mght of the 17th, the fire 
•waa at ita greatest height The weather wai dry, most of the housei 
of the capital were of wood, and die wmd, which wii high, whirled 
the smoke and fire m erery directiom Large colmnns of flame, of 
Tanona oolonrt, shot tip to the clouds, and covered the horuon, 
diflufing a glaring light and fierce heat to an almost mcredihle 
distance. In then nse and progress, these masses of fire were 
accompanied by lond whimng noises, and by ei^losions louder and 
more temble than dmnder — the effects of the gunpowder oD, resm, 
saltpetre, and brandy, with which many of the chnrehcs, shops, and 
house* had been filled. The vamished iron plates that generally 
covered the bufldmgs were torn off or melted by the heat, and with 
large beams and rafleri were hurled through the air mto the nmgb 
bounng plam 

Several of the poorest class of the Bussians had remained m 
Moecow These after the departure of then countrymen had 
occupied themaelres m pHItge and remained m the aty till the 
last moment to protect what they had so ocqmred. As the fire 
extended, they wore to be seen m the streets staggermg under the 
weight of immense packages which they wore generally compelled 
to abandon m order to secore then personal escape AVomcn were 
also seen carrying one or two children on then shoulders, and dragging 
others by the hand, aheltormg themselves for a timo m the tIloyB and 
squares, and then flying with preapatabon from the horrors which 
were r.lnmngr around them Old men, with long beards nnged by tbo 
flames, crept along slowly and feebly and were, m many cases, over 
taken and destroyed by the coib of flame that followed them 

At length, it was reported that the Krcmlm was on fire. J^funit, 
Eugene, and Berthier now urged Napoleon to sock for safety without 
the walls of the devoted captaL The Emperor was still unwilling to 
depart but, on the repeated sohotabons of his officers ho consented 
to remove to the castle of Potrowakoi, a palace of Peter the Great, 
situated on the Pcterilrargh road, about a league from ^foscow 
The flames however had readied the gates of the citadel and it 
was not till after long search that a postern was discovered, through 
which the Imperial escort could obtain egress. Hence they now 
endeavoured to pan over some rodts towards tho Moskwa but a 
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roaring sea of fiie ■vi'as befoie tHem, coming neaier and nearer every 
moment. A smgle naiTow, diveiging street, crooked, and blazing in 
various parts, presented itself as a means of escape — it being impos- 
sible to go forivard oi backward. This outlet, too, looked more like a 
portal of Pandemonium than a load to safety, yet, mto this formidable 
pass were Napoleon and his compamons necessarily impelled. Then 
progress was over scorching cmdeis and stones; above them was a 
fiery arch formed of divided roofs and falhng timbeis; and around 
them contmuaUy scattered masses of bummg rums, and" drops of 
molten iron and copper, fi-om the ciacklmg domes that were burstmg 
and bubbhng overhead The heat and smoke almost blinded and 
sufibcated them, and, at last, the guide lost his way and stopped 
m bewilderment All now gave themselves up foi lost' At this 
fearful moment, they caught sight of Davoust and a number of his 
soldiers, who were in search of the Emperoi. The Marshal, mdeed, 
had signified his intention of rescuing oi perishmg with "the hope 
of Prance ” Napoleon embraced the Pnnce affectionately, but 
throughout the whole of that trymg day, never lost his composure. 
The last dangei oveicome, was the passmg of a convoy of gunpowder, 
which was defiling through one of the blazing streets The Emperor, 
as he looked back upon the city, after reaching Petiowskoi, exclaimed 
gloomily, "This forebodes us no common calamity'” 

The troops were m the greatest consternation Every one beheved 
that theie would no longer be sustenance, clothes, ammumtion, or 
shelter for him, and the fear of this begat excesses, which it would 
have been utterly hopeless striving to repress The soldiers 
braved dangers of the most formidable character, to obtam from the 
bummg cellars, shops, and mansions, hquors, food, clothmg, and 
articles of luxury Many, regardless of the future, engaged them- 
selves solely m rescumg ftom the conflagration such wmes, hquors, 
and gold and silver, as they could collect, while others, as impro- 
vident and leckless, thought only upon the gaudy velvets, brocades, 
furs, and trinkets, with which the warehouses and bazaars of the 
merchants weie stored 

The file abated not untd the 19th, when it began slowly to decrease 
foi want of fuel “^'Palaces and temples,” says the Pussian author 
Karamzin, "monuments of ait, and miracles of luxmy, the remains 
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of ages bng amce part, and tlie cxeahcmB of yertarday the tombs 
of remote ancestors and the cradles of children of the mmg gener 
ation, were mdiscmninately destroyed^ Nothing was left of Moscow, 
Bare the remembrance of its former grandeur ” 

The K remlin bemg etHl uninjured, and the fire m that qaarter 
having subsided, Napoleon, on die morning of the 19th, agnm fh-fw^ 
his head-quarteTB m the palace of the Ciars, The French army was 
now encamped m the open fidds around Moscow, and their birouaci 
presented one of the strangest spectacles which bad, perh^ era* 
been witnessed. Around large fires maintained by fragments of nch 
cedar and mahogany furmture, and gilded sasbes and doors, were 
ranged the soldiers who had achieved the conquest of Kusca, sheltered 
fium the piercmg wind by a few plahki rudely fastened together 
the crevices of which were stufied with smoky dank, and miry 
straw Superb armed chaua and sofas, covered with silk, afforded 
seats and couches for alL Around were strewn in profusion Cachemire 
shawls the finest Siberian furs the gold cloths, pearls and gems 
of Fema and of India, together with plates and dishes of sohd sihur, 
ftom which the men ate, vonaonsly steaks or soup of horse fiesh 
and black bread made of half ground corn, baked m ashes Too, 
coffee and sugar abounded, while the wholesome necessancs of life 
were rarely to be met with and the French were glad to exchange 
with the peasants, who began to approach fr'om tho surrounding 
country the richest bales of merchandise for a few loaves of coarse 
bread Between the camp and the aty, tho Emperor met numerous 
parties of soldiers dragging away now loads of plunder, or dnving 
before them a number of the inhabitants, whom tho fire had driven 
from their lurking places, bendmg under tho pallago of their sacred 
captah 

On passing tho quay of tho Moskwa, Napoleon s attention was 
directed to tho Foundling Ho^itaL “Go, ho said to tho Sccietaiy, 
who acted as his intciprctcr, ^enquire for mo what has become of 
the littlo unfortunate occupants of yonder mansion.** Tho Secretary 
obeyed, and was presently informed that oil the children oboro twelve 
years old had been taken to Nimi Novogorod whilo those of tender 
ogo wero abandoned to their fate, and had been preserved from 
dcstruetion solely through the londncss and care of the French 


mcc'^rngrr fcnt from the IVcnrli Ein()eror. 'Ihe )ounp: unfortunate'? 
Uironged around him, laid liold of Ins coat, embraced Ins Knees, and 
clung to Ins hands in transjiort, crying out, "Tour Emperor is our 
rro\'idcncc’” 

Xapolcon A\as deep]) aflccted uhen infonned of this scene, and 
de-^ired the Go\emor, ]\f Toutclnnne, to he hrouglit into Ins pre- 
sence At tlic intenieu', ulnch immediately followed, that good and 
venerable man vas so impressed \\ith the urbanit) of Uic Emperor, 
that he desired permission to -wntc to his Impcnal pationess, the 
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thrcragh sorcml of tho Frencli department*, including Belgium and 
Holland, ■where ho was received with demonitraticma of more deaded 
hostihty than he had experienced at any former period of his career 
Tho Hutch, espcaally regarded him as tho oppressor of thar country 
Thoir opulent merchants had hecomo insolvent their shipping iras 
rotting in thoir harbours their quays and wharlk were deserted, 
and their warehouses falling to decay The discontented burgo- 
mnstCTB were, therefore, httle disposed to pay tho homage which 
had been so universal throughout France They complamed bitterly 
of the system which "was mining their country and ventured on more 
than one occasion to hmt their grievances to the Emperor hnnsclf, 
who sought by every means in his power to mgratmto himself with 
tho sturdy population — excepting that which alone could have 
afforded them satisfaction — tho removal of commercial restrictions 
Ho mode magnificont jircscnts conferred honours ordered tho com 
mcnccment of groat and useful worhi appeared in pubbe with a 
Dutch guard only spoLo to tho people of 'tho neccanty of reducing 
tho common enemy — tho tyrant of tho sea, the vnmpirc of trade-- to 
reason ” and, finally undertook to establish a Chamber of Commerce 
at a timo however when as o grave atixcn ventared to assuro him, a 
closet would hold all tho commerce left to the nation.^ T ct no mam 
fcstation of opimon could divert tho Emperor from tho ramous courio 
ho ■was pursuing ho even flattered himiclf from somo appearances 
of rcjoicmg which were got up during his stay m Amslcnhun, that 
he had conquered the prejudices of tho Hutch and that they would 
shortly hecomo good and loyal subjects nor could ho bo persuaded , 
to the contrary until adversity thrust upon him tho convicliou of his 
error 

Notwithstanding his pertmaaty however, Napoleon could not fail 
to see that his commercial system iras inflicting tho grcalctt hardships I 

upon tho Continent- He therefore, about tins time sought once 
more to open a negoaaticm for peace with England, For this I 
purpose M Lnhouchcrc a mercantile agent, was commi^noncd to t 
oscertam from tho Sforquis of cUcslcy then "Mimstcr for Foreign 
Affair* on what terras the English Government would treat, TJic 
ottempt was frustrated tlunugh tho meddling propensities of Fouchc 
who unknown to the Ftoperor bad despatclicil an agent of his own 
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to London, on the ‘:amc errand. Oiniaid and Lahoucheic opened 
tlieir coiTe'tpondcncc wth the iMarqnis abont the same time, and as 
neither of the ncgociators liad any proper credentials, and each denied 
all knowledge of the other, the British Mini^itci Mas induced to 
believe tliat both mcic mere ‘spies or adientnicrs, and refused to 
communicate Mutli either Napoleon, informed of the result, and 
the means by m Inch his ohjcct had been foiled, dismissed Fouchd fioni 
the ^Iinistrj* of the Bohcc, and sent him into a kind of honourable 
banishment, as Go\cnior of Borne 

l^Icanivhilc, the qu.ancl of the Emperor Mutli the Pope Mas the 
cause of much dissension and heart- buming throughout Catholic 
Europe Pius, mIio still remained at *Saiona, had steadily lofiiscd to 
concede Ins temporal so'i ci eigiity , and, finding that tins excited httlc 
pubhc interest in his behalf, he dexterously availed liimself of lus 
spiritual piciogative to give another character to the dispute At 
the close of 1810, ho icfuscd to grant canonical institution to a bishoji, 
whom Napoleon had appointed to the see of Florence, and thus 
turned the question betM ecu hunsclf and the Emperor from a political 
to a rchgious one Napoleon, m return, availed Imnsclf of the only 
resource left him ,* and calhng a General Council of the Bishops of the 
Empiic, desired its decision upon the mattei at issue Tlie Council, 
after considerable altci cation as to its competency, issued, on the 5th 
of August, 1811, a decree, estabbslung the right of tlie Emperoi to 
nominate to vacant secs, and authonzmg the Metropohtan, oi, in his 
default, the semoi Bishop of the province, to giant Institution, m 
case the Pope, after due notice, should remain contumacious foi six 
months The decree vras icquued, hoM^evei, to be submitted to his 
Hohness for approbation, pieviously to bemg earned mto effect 

A deputation of French and Itahan bishops and caidinals M^as 
forthMuth despatched to Savona; had an audience on the 4th of Sep- 
tembei, 1811 , and, on the 20th, succeeded m obtaining a modified 
sanction of the jnoceedings of the Council; but the Pontiff absolutely 
refused his assent to certain propositions for him ting the poM^ei and 
pnvileges of the Church as a body The dispute, therefore, stdl 
contmued; some obstmate bishops M^ere deprived of then sees foi 
misconduct, and the Pope refused to giant Institution to then suc- 
cessois — the newly appomted bishops themselves, in some mstances 
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indeed, dcchned to accept their nomination mitil iho echism thonld 
be doecd. In order to giro gmlcr effect to hu oppo®tion nui 
appointed apostohe near* to tho vacant loc*, to perform the buhop* 
funcuons and cron rcfhsod lo recogniw the Impeml dirorco 
thereby throwmg on in^ratation of fllcgitimacy on tho Kmg of 
Homo Nmnoron* bulls, bnc6, and decretal letter*, enumerating 
tho gnovtmee* of tho Pope, ond the general oppression of tho 
Church, were fbrthmth put into circulation not only among tho 
pTclatca but among the infcnor clergy, in irhich tho assumed mode 
nea of tho Pope wo* brought into strong contmit lath tho alleged 
despotism of tho Emperor Napoleon, anthorued by the consbtntion 
of tho GoUican Church, forbade the pubhcation of these documents 
in Franco, and arrested hvo of tho most active promulgators Cardinal 
Picto, the Papal agent, and if dAstroa Vicar of Pans hia corre 
Bpondent irho together with Cardinal Paces, who had coantcrFjgned 
tho Bull of Excommunication ognuut the Emperor copies of which 
began now to bo dutnbuled, were conngned lo tbo stale prison of 
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1 I Vinccnucs It m as then that the pontifical acts and menaces, though 
j treated mth contempt by ISTapoleon, began to liaAC a sensible influence 
] on the infcrioi clergy, and, through theu cxcitions, a jiaity favour- 

' able to the pretensions of the Pope arose, and spread abioad m the 

' nation Ainoncc otheis, it is said lliat c^en Caichnal Fesch, the 

( Emperor’s uncle, condemned (he treatment cxpeiicnced by his Holi- 

t ness; and a mcmbci of the Impcnal Council of State — Poitahs, 

j Director of Public Al'orship — n as discoi ered, if not in actually 

circulating illegal and inflammatory papeis, at least in countcnancmg 
tlicir distiibution. 

Napoleon’s anger, nlicn he was infoimcd of (his ticachciy, could 
not be restrained lie challenged the Dncctor Midi his oficiicc m 
the midst of the Couneil “ What M*as youi motive, Sir ? ” he 
indignantl}' demanded If actuated by religious pnnciples, why 
are you herc'^ I seek to cxcicise no coiihol oici the conscience of 
any man I did not force you to become a CounciUoi of State , you 
sohcited die post as a higli favoui You aie die youngest membei of 
I the Council, and, perhaps, the only one mIio has not some personal 
I claim to that honour You mcic iccoramended only by youi fathei’s 
sernces You took an oath of allegiance to me • how could youi 
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religious feelmgi ^permit you to perjure yourselff Your cnmo u a 
great ono Pertaps at tlus moment wliolo diitncts are m commotioii, 
througli your fiiulL The dntiot of a Councillor of State tOTrarda 
me are nnmenso You haye -violated them, and hold the office no 
longer — ^Begone! Let me not aoe you here again!” j 

Portahs, as he ivithdrew, passed near the Emperor lyho, sccmg his i 
dejection, aaid, in a more subdued tone, “ I am smcerely gnoyed at< 
this Sit for the virtnes and semces of your &ther sro fresh m ray 
memory ** When the Coonciflor had left the hall Napoleon added, 

" I hope no such scene ever Occur ‘ again if has •wrought me 
much eviL I am not distrustful but may become so P bare 
allowed myself to be surrmmded by man of eyory party, yet, since 
T have held the reins of government, this is the first person m ray 
employ who has betrayed me ” ' 

Two or three bishops were subsequently detected m 6cndmg*sqcrCt 
information and mstructioiis to Savona and Napoleon, -whd began, 
aocordmg to hia own confosoon to feel tbe task of humblmg the 
Pope to be extremely difficult, and to foar that if he adrancctl he 
should bo abandoned by the nation afior commlttJog the delinquents 
to prison diasolved the ecclesiastical Council, and resolrod to trust to 
futuro events for carrying out bts object of making dcncal power 
subordinate to that of the State as m England, Russia, Prussia, 
Switxerland, and a largo portion of Germany Ibo Pontiff, howovta’, 
was not released from captinty but m 1812, on m/bnnafiou of on 
intended attempt of the English to rescue him from Savona, as an 
instrument to promoto msurrection among tho fiuthfal, ho -was trans- 
ferred to Fontamcbleau and confided to tho friendly custody of tho 
accomphshod Denom 

Rob as tho artist afterwards rdated concaved a great esteem for 
his custodian always railed hrm “his son ” and dcbghlcd to converse 
with him on tho labours of tho scrwws in tho Egyptian expedition- 
Ono day ho requested to seo tho book which Denou had written on 
tho BulQcct. Tho author, knowing that all tho contents were not 
qmto orthodox, beotated, bat on bang urged, produced tho work, 
and endeavoured to gloss over the objectionable matter relative to the 
hlosaic occount of tho Creabom ** It Is extremely conoo^,^ said tJic 
Holy Pother but, in truth, I knew nothing of this before ” Benon 
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infonncd liim, tliat lie had not bcfoic offered him the hook, because 
it and the linitci had formerly been excommunicated. “ Excom- 
municated ! •uhat thou, my son^” icplicd Pius, Midi the utmost 
kindness and simplicity. “ Ilaic I excommunicated thee ^ Tiuly, 
I .am soiry I .am suic I kncM not of the ni.attci, or I should ncvci 
have done so *’ 

At Fontainebleau the Pope m as treated, as he had been at Savona, 
■uitb. tlic utmost courtesy and consideration Napoleon desired “to 
make himself feared, but not to malticat his piisonci , to bend the 
lattci to his aacMS, but not to dcgi.adc him.” The pontifical liousc- 
liold and attendance ivcrc on a sc.alc of sjilcndoui little infcnoi to the 
Empcior’s oivn establishment 
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CHAPTER XXXTV 


P*U)GR*Ji OP TB* WAR IN iPAIH AMD POHTUOAL. 

ISO) to 1810. 

BAViiro the omrard ccrorw of eront* 
ibr a momnit, jt is sdccssoj^ to tolo a 
cunoiy I ' ovjow of tho procccdmgf of tho 
hostOc anzucf irhzch mambuned sncH a 
protracted and importimt struggle in tho 
Peninsula. 

After tho Spanish temtory had been 
abandoned by tho English army, defeat 
and disaster creryvhero awaited tho 
infurgcnU, whoso cause, indeed, socmed to hsTO become nttcrly 
hopelcts, Soult took possession of screral important fortresses and 
towns in Gahcia and IcsTing Ncy to complete tho conquest and 
pacification of «bnt pronneo and tho Aitunas, ho hastened oftcr 
Romana and hu bonds which fled prcapitatcly before him, till com 
pcUod to disperse when Soult nuutied direct to tho attack of Oporto, 
and, after a saego of three days earned that aty by assotilt, on tho 
20th of hlorch, 1809 In iho meantime Znmgossa hod been again 
invested by the French, under tho command of tho gallant lionnes; 
and tho aty as donng its first siege was defended by the brave 
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Palafox, Avitli the same mdomilablo spirit nud cncig)’’, no less on the 
Xiarls of the gaiiison and inhabitants, tlian on his omi. It was in 
\am that Lannes cndcaionrcd to inipicss upon the Spaniards that 
icsistance n'as noir become useless soldicis and cituens, male and 
female, joined in the general cry of ‘^No snricndci ” 

The siege n'as conducted n itli the utmost skill and valoui , and the 
defence iras distinguished by tlic most undaunted hcioism. In one 
sheet, a friar, n-itli a sivord in one hand and a ciucifix m the oUici, 
nas seen leading a multitude of tomisnicn to the lamparts, m 
anotlicr, ivomen and even childicn mingled mth the combatants, 
beanng icficshmcnts to then sons, brothcis, husbands, fathers, or 
loveis; or lushing upon the cneiii}' to n^cngc tlic deaths of poisons 


( 



so dear to them The Spamaids, fighting for what they considered 
fireedom and national mdependence, at Zaragossa exhibited a spectacle 
worthy of Europe and the age, and an example foi all tune At 
length, however, when the pi o visions of the city were exhausted, and 
the streets and squares were strewn with unbuned dead, a dieadfiil 
pestilence bioke out among the inhabitants, and added a tenfold 
scourge to that of the besiegers’ cannonade The daily deaths are 
said to have averaged three hundred and fifty “ Men, stretched 
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■upon Btra'w, Bays Mr Soutliey, "lay breathing their last m holp- 
lesB misery, ipreading -nTlh thear dying breath the mortal tamt of 
their disease 'who, if they had iaHen m action, irould hare died iTith 
the exultation of martyrs Neither modicmea nor ne ccseaiy food 
■were to be procured, nor needful attendance for the muusters of 
chanty themsel^Tea became yicttnis of the disease. The Church of the 
Pillar -waB crowied ■with poor creatures ■who, desparxng of life, hoped 
no^w for nothing more tbfln to die in the presence of their tutelary 
samt. The shghtert Tvound produced gangrene and death m bodiea 
so prepared for dissolution, by distress of mmd, agitation, ■want of 
proper ahment, and of sleep for there was now no respite nenthor 
by day nor nigbt, for thu deroted city Even the natural order of 
light and darkness "was destroyed m Zaragossa. By day, it ■was 
involred m a red sulphureous atmosphere of smoke and dnit, which 
hid the face of heaven by night the fire of cannon and mortars, and 
the fiames of burning houset, kept it in a state of horrible xUnmination. 
The cemetenes could no longer afford room for tho dead, huge pits 
were dug to receive them, in the streets and in the courts of the public 
buildings tiQ hands were ■wanting for the labour They were then 
laid before the churches, heaped one upon another and covered with 
sheets and that no ipeotaclo of horror might bo wantmg, it hap 
pened, not unfixqucntlj that thesso piles of mortahty wore struck by 
a shell, cud tho shattered bodies scattered m all dircctionj " 

Colonel Napier, in speaking of this siege, attributes tho obstinafo 
defence of the inhabitants ^ a less patnotio cause than that gene 
ndly assigned, The Spanish leaders,” ho says, insured implicit 
obedience by a fcnxaous exeroso of power Tho danger of resisting 
tho enemy appeared light, when a suspiaous word or gesture was 
instantly punished with death Amidst tho noble bulwarks of war, 
a homd array of gibbets was seen on •which crowds of wretches were 
each night suspended, because their courage sunk under accumulating 
dangers or tome doubtful expression, some gestoro of distress had 
been nufconstmcd by their barbarous chiefs,” The bravery of tlio 
besieged ■was sustomed also by other and less odious means IntcUi 
genec was forged, and proclamation made of the defeat of J^apolcon, 
and tlrnt Pnkfox t brother tho Marquis of Loian, was vTuting hranec , 
This extravagant ns it wot met 'with irophat credence; for such 
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•vrns tlic disposition of llic Spaniaids, that the imaginations of the 
chiefs '\^erc taxed to pioducc ahsiiiditics, propoi tionahle to the cie- 
diihty of then foUois ers Hence, the boasting of the leaders, and tlie 
confidence of the besieged, aiignicntcd as the dangei inci cased, and 
their anticipations of Tictoiy seemed realized, -alien the niglit-fiics of 
a succom-ing force ere discerned blazuig upon the lulls bchmd the 
Ficncli posts.” 

But ^vhatever false hopes may liaN c been created, or coercion used 
■aith the people, it can scarcely admit of a question, that among all 
ranks and classes there -vNas manifested a spirit of the most unhnng 
hatred against the French, but for the existence of winch, indeed, 
any attempt to establish a reign of tciioi must have involved its 
authors and the city in speedy rum Tlic inhabitants wcio mueh 
more numerous than the soldiery, and treason on thcii part, which 
would liave been tlie natural consequence of a baibanty, of which, 
•without bemg participators, they were made the -victims, would have 
lendcred it impossible for the mihtary to bar the entrance of the 
assailants 

Two-tliirds of the city weie in rums, but the icmammg citizens 
and soldieis still lefuscd to capitulate; bemg resolved, accoidmg to 
an answer made at this period by Palafox to a French summons, “ to 
perish imdcr the ruins of the last mud wall ” Eventually, however, 
the endurance of the survi-ving population was stramed to its utmost 
tension Palafox hunself was seized vuth tlie pestilence, and there 
bemg few left who could beai arms, it was deternuned to smrender at 
discretion T^Tien the French entered the city, about six thousand 
bodies were found in the streets and trenches, oi piled m heaps before 
the churches Among the prisoners taken was Augustma, called, for 
the mashulme bravery she had exhibited m this as well as m the 
former siege, “ The Maid of Zaiagossa,” a designation not strictly 
correct, smee she was married She was of humble parentage, and 
her husband was of the lowest class, but Augustma was gifted -with a 
gemus equal to her courage, and her counsel was not less admirable 
than hei skill and constancy Nor was she the only herome of the 
tune A lady, named Manuella Sanchez, was shot through the heart 
durmg the siege, and another, Donna Bemta, who had headed one 
of the female corps formed to supply provisions, tend the wounded. 
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and htul stones fiom the honso tops upon sncH of tbo French solcbci^ 
os had forced their yny into the streets escaped the dangers of the 
siege, to dio of gnof on learning the death of her danghtco* Six 
hundred women and children pensbed during the second nego of 
this memorable aty, not by the ravages of the bombardment or 
mines, but in action, by (ho sword, the bullet, or the bayonet 
In all there foil of the Spaniards about forty thousand persons, 
hlanano Dominguo*, IVcsidont of the Junta, took tho oath of fidelity 
to Kmg Joseph on the 21st of Fcbninry, 1809 ‘ "U o have done 

our duty in ojTposing you ” said hlnnono to Lonnes, ‘ by defendmg 
our aty to tho last extreamty "With tho same constancy wo shall 
hereafter perform our now engagements 

Tho fall of Zaragossa -was followed by tho capture of Jaca and of 
Mouion, and victory constantly followed tho French eagles. Still, 
however tho Spaniards were undaunted and no part of the country 
could bo justly considered os subject to the Emperor s brotlicr but 
where tho presence of French troops overawed the inlinbitanls It 
wtu necessary to occupy every town and village; and the succt^MTc 
victories obtained produced little more than a connction that Spain 
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and rectitude, oven upon the most obstinate, the boldest and the 
most bigotted of mankind 

The nppetffance of a new iniurgont chief, in the person of tho 
younger Mina, soon called Sachet ogam into tho field. This bruTO 
but incipcnenccd guerilla, or partisan leader had already collected 
around him a numerous and dawng band, and ho now summoned 
tho inhabitants of tho conquered pronneo to rally round the standard 
of King Ferdinand, and dnro thcar invaders from tho country Tho 
French General left him httio tune, however, for the organization of 
an extensive insurrectionary movement. Having intelligence of lus 
proceedings ho pursued Kim with tho utmost activity and after 
■loughlcnng a great number of his followers took Mina lumsclf 
prisoner 


CAPTUnE or TOIITOSA 


In Catalonia, tlic Fiencli tioops had been less successful, lla^dng 
to sustain incessant attaclcs, at the same time, fioin the icgulai foiccs 
of GenciaJs Caio, Blake, and O’Donncl, and fioni the numcious guc- 
iilla companies, Mhich scorned and laid uastc the suiiounding coimtiy 
' — and -which, consisting chiefly of natnes of the piovincc, iveic easily 
enabled to elude piusuitivhcn defeated. Tlie soldiciS of the Emime 
■were often icduced to the gicatcst e\ticnulics foi -w'ant of supplies, 
and thcii foragmg parties, unless inconrcnicntly numcious, w'cic almost 
certaui to be cut off b)- lapidl)* increasing bands of maiaudcis, many 
of -whom, it is not uijusticc to say, seemed associated foi no pinpose 
hut plunder In oidei, llicicfoic, to give the same sujienonty to 
the Ficncli arms m Cataloma as in j'\jiagon,'it ivas deemed ueccssaiy 
for Suchet m peison to maich against the insiiigcnts Accoidmgly, 
havmg stiengthencd the several foi ti esses -winch di-\ude the pto-nnee 
he had reduced horn that he was about to invade, and posted efficient 
garrisons m each, the “Pacificator of Zaragossa” put Ins troops in 
motion, and descended to the beautiful plains that bound the cities 
of Tarragona and Yalencia 

On the 4th of April, 1810, Suchet became master of the town of 
Balagucr, and by the 13th of June, after a desperate engagement 
-with O’Donnell, obtamed possession of L4nda, Mdqmnenza, and 
MoieUa. The route either to Valencia oi Toitosa was then open 
The French General chose the latter, and advanced agamst the army 
of Caro, which had manifested an mtention of opposing his march, 
but, on the approach of the enemy, it letued -with all imagmable 
celerity Suchet, however, was unable immediately to attack the 
city, as his batter mg tram had not come up, and he required 
reinforcements to supply the place of the men who had been left to 
garrison the Aiiagonese fortresses These did not aiiive till De- 
cember The city was then immediately mvested; and on the 1st 
of January, 1811, the French flag floated over the walls of Toitosa 
Meanwhile, vanous guenlla bands, under the command of Villa- 
campa, the elder hlma, and the Empeemado, ventmed once moie 
to penetrate mto Arragon, hopmg to -wrest their conquests fiom the 
feeble divisions by which the provmce was held The expulsion of 
these three chieft occupied several months Indeed, it was almost 
impossible to come up -with, much less to make an impression on 
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thfem* Their fijing anniei were now m fitmt, now on the flwTit^ and 
anon m the rear of the coltnniu lent agamst them Sometnnei they 
appeared m bodies of two or three thoiuand men and at others ten, 
twenty, fifty or a hundred aeemed die extent of them force. If 
tracked to their lairs, they conld not be found — the hands had dts- 
persed among the rugged mountains by paths and passes known only 
to themselves but their reassembling seldom fiiiled to be notified, a 
few days afterwards, by the ravages they committed in the nagh 
bonrhood, — intercepting courier^ cutting off supphes, and d e s troyin g 
stragglers and outposts. Eventually however, through the judiaoua 
measures adopted by Suchet, Vfllacampa and the Empeonado were 
■compelled to retreat to the district of Cuer9a, and Mma fled to tho 
mountoms of Navarre. 

Sachet, r etn r rimg mto Catalonia, then sat down with forty thousand 
•mpn before the gates of Tarragona, one of the chief bnlwarks of insur 
rectum m the north of the Pezunsula. Eight thousand men, well 
armed and clothed, and regularly snpphed with provmons iinm tho 
Bntuh shipping on the c oas^ shut themselrGs up in that aty, 
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clclcnnincd to nbirlc the event of a siege ; v hicli they sustained vutli 
1 gicat coiu'age and skill for h\o months, at tlie end of vhich tlie 

i place vras earned by assault, and tlie French look formal possession 

on the 21st of June, ISll. Napoleon vas filled vilh joy at the 
I news of the capture of this stronghold lie seemed, mdeed, to attach 

I importance to the most tmial successes in Spain: in all piobabihty 

because his troops wcic moic laicly Mctorious iu tliat kmgdom than 
had been customary’ v*ith them in other parts of Europe. Suchet, 
for liis sc^^'iccs, on that and fonner occasions, was honomed mth a 
i marshal’s baton. 

The occupation of klont-Scrrat foUoivcd close upon the taking of 
Tarragona. Tlie Ficnch trooiis seemed destined, on this part of 
tlie Contment, to rc\ ivc the glorious days of the conquest of Italy. 
The Spanish Coimcil of Regency, wdiich had been recently sub- 
stituted for tlie Supreme Junta of Senile, fearing that Valencia 
-would experience the fate of its ncighbouiing pi evince, hastened 
to place a laigc army imdci die command of Blake, of -which 
ten thousand men -wcie desjiatched to the fortresses of Oropeza and 
Saguntum to put them in a state of defence, and opeiatc to check 
the advance of the -nctoi-ious enemy. Tliese, ho-^vcvci, pioved but 
feeble obstacles to the French troops, flushed, as they -o'ere, -witli 
-victory, and led by a commander in -whom dicy had the utmost 
confidence. Oropeza -was reduced -with little difiiculty,* and Saguntum, 
after sevcial assaults and a desperate attempt to lelieve it by Blake, 
at the head of twenty-five thousand men, in which the Spaniards weie 
defeated with a loss of upwaids of five thousand killed and wounded, 
was foiced, on the 26th of October, 1811, to suirender at disci etion 
Blake, with the remnant of his tioops, fled to Valencia, the foibfi- 
cations of which had been recently lepaired, and which it was hoped 
would be able to mamtam itself till a diversion, which was imdertaken 
by Mina and the Empecinado, should be successftd, at least, in with- 
drawmg the French army from the vicmity. 

The efforts of Mma and his colleague, — of whom it may be men- 
tioned that, after distmgmshing themselves as the foremost champions 
of national independence, they were among the 'first prosenbed by 
the despotic Ferdmand as advocates of Spamsh freedom, — were for a 
time successful in sa-ving Blake from assault; but Suchet, ha-ving 


ns 


VALEITCIA 


received remforcementB fix>m the corps of Marshal Marmont, passed 
tho Guadalaviar drove one portion of the force, -which had been 
coDected -to annoy him, into the prormce of Maraa, and compelled 
tho other to seek refoge m Valencia itself The mhnbitanti of 
aty overawed by the name of the Pacificator of Zaragotsa, and seeing 
no other prospect m resistance than the lengthened calamities of q 
siege, loudly demanded that the garrison should captolate After 
a few days, therefore namely on the lOth of January, 1812 Dlako 
•with more than eighteen thousand men, imrcndered pnsoiieri of war 
and the French, on the 14th toot possession of tho city containing 
eighty stand of colours, two thousand horses, three hundred and 
ninety guns, forty thoutoid muskets, and enormous stores of powder 
On the 24th of the same month, Ae Emperor, who was never slow 
to reward eminent services issued a decree for distributing among 
the generals, officers, and soldiers of the Army of Arragtai, a sum. 
equivalent to the interest of two hundred miPtons of francs (nearly 
eight TTu,n?07ii and t half pounds sterling) to be charged on tho 
revenues of Valencia. At the same time, hlarahal Snehet was clovatod 
to the rant of Dute of Albufera, and endowed with tho r ov en uo of 
tho salt'lake near Valencia, from which his htlo was denved. 

A few other successes, among which may bo onumcaratod tho battle 
of AltafulU, fought m tho last -week of January m -which the Spanish 
General Eroles was totally defeated, and tho siege and capture of 
Pcniscola, m Fobruary, where the French oppeax to have been os 
much indebted for their tnumph to tho treachery and cowardice of 
the enemy’s commanders as to them own skill or courage, completed 
tho career of Sachet m this part of Spam, Tho inhabitants, having 
lost aD enthnoafm for tho cause of King Fcadinand, and imbibed a 
strong fooling of jealousy if not hatred towards tho English, no 
longer opposed tho progrcti of tho mvodon but mbmatted to what 
they soon foond on caater yoke than they had been accustomed to 
and tho hrarsbal was ihortly afterwards rccaDcd by Kiag Joseph to 
aamt. in tbo imavailmg attempt to item tho progress of Bntuh 
conquest. 

During tho llireo years that Sachet had been occupied fn tho 
conquest and pacification of Arrngon, Catalonia, and Valencia, other 
portions of tho French army under Soult, Augcrcao, Victor, Iscy, 
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.Touulnn. Sf. Cnt, jMacscna. jMaimont, Junot, ^Moilicr, I^roiiccy, and 
otlicr leader-? of scaicclv Ic''-? cclcbnty or talent, liad been engaged in 
operations in other parts of tlic I’cninsula. tlic details of nliicli nould 
fill many interesting \olunie?. It mil be siiHicicnt here, lioivciei, 
to furnish a brief outline of the most nnjioitant o\ents of the period, 
being those nliich led to the final evacuation of Spam and Portugal 
b}’ the French troops, and the restoration of the Houses of Pourbon 
and Piagan^a to thrones uliich they had exhibited their incapacity 
to fill, and which theii return ‘^cned but to disgiacc 

The tahing of Oporto by Soult, on the 20th of !Maich, 1800, was 
almost simultaneous \nth the Mcton* of Medellin ovci Gcncial Cucsta 
by [Marshal Yictoi, and tliat of Ciudad Peal o\cr the Duke del 
Infantado by General Scba«:tiani Tlicsc advantages, added tO tlie 
valuable pn/os taken at Oporto, consistmg of immense magazines 
of powder, a bundled and ninety seven pieces of aitiJlcry, and thirty 
English vessels, mnd-bound in the Domo, laden with •mne and 
provisions, enabled Soult to inhoducc bcttci discipline and establish 
more efficient regulations among Ins troops than had been previously 
found practicable His first object was to gain the esteem of the 
Portuguese people, whom he regarded, not m the hght of meic 
victims of conquest, who might be speedily released from the presence 
of their invaders by peace, but as subjects destined to augment the 
pojiulatioii of the gieat Empire, and whose allegiance it was neccssaiy 
to secure by humanitj^ and justice. He, thciefore, says Colonel 
Hapier, ^‘'endeavoured to remedy, as far as it was possible, the 
deplorable residts of the soldicis’ fury; pait of the plundei was 
recoveied and restored, the inhabitants remammg m the town were 
tieated with lespect, and all who had fled weie mvited, by procla- 
, matron, to retmn Ho mihtaiy contiabutioiis weie demanded, and 
all violence was restramed with a firm hand, while the army was 
supported, and the poorest and most dishessed of the population 
were even succoured firom the captured pubhc property ” 

This wise pohey, as in the case of Suchet m Ariagon, produced 
an excellent effect upon the Portuguese, who, remembenng the 
ignomimous flight of then Regent, and dieading the mtention of 
their rulers to make the kmgdom a dependency of the Brazils, were 
easily disposed to look with favour upon an adnumstiation, which was 
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tind difficulnet of tlie Frencli Chie^ the Engluh General hesitated not 
to commence the passage with a single barge which had been procured 
through the aid of i fiiendly barber who contnving to erade the 
French patrols had crowed during the preceding night. Other Vessels 
wore speedily obtained^ and a large portion of the T^nhili army were 
landed m the city and i6b neighboiwhood before noon while Sonlt, 
taken by snrpnee was compelled to make a hasty retreat with the 
remnant of his troops in the direction of Amarante, whence he expected 
to find his whole force concentrated to effect the passage of the Tamega, 
and thence to march for Zamora or Salamanca where, after havmg 
opened a firee communication with Victor, Serille, or Lisbon might 
hare been operated against with effect. In the taking of Oporto, the 
British lost twenty killed, and ninety-sax wounded the French lost 
about fire hundred men m killed and wounded, with fire pieces of 
artiUery taken in the field, about fifty guns and a great quantity of 
anxmumtion which had been left m the oivenal and sereral hundred 
men in the hospitola. 

Soult f retreat, on acc o u n t of the di^cultiet orcrcomo, was one of 
the most mosterty erer executed, General Loison had boon ordered 
to keep the bndge of Amaranto btd hanrig been attacked by 
ATarshal Bereeford, and hesrang about the same Cimo of the capture 
of Oporto, he abandoned hia post, end took the rood to Gaunaroens 
hoping to escape into Gahoa or Astnnas, reckless as to the pn>- 
bahlfl fate of his Commander in-chief and two-thirds of the army 
Soult, when tho news of this unexpected calamity reached him, was m 
the neighbourhood of Penafid. Ho had just passed tho nrer Soura 
it was one o clock m the morning tho weather was wot and bois- 
tcrooi tho men were dropping from exhaustion and a loud cry 
arose that the army ought to cnpitnlato. It was then that tho French 
General, by his energy ond judgment, vindicated his nght to tho 
high rank ho had attorned. A Spanish podlar informed him of a 
path which, ascending tho right bank of tho Souxii, led o\“cr the 
Serra do Catalina to Guunaracna. Ho instantly caused tho artillery 
and heavy ammunition, the baggage, and c\“cn tho military chest, to 
bo destroyed and, loading mules and horses with sick men and 
musket ammumtion ho repassed tho nrer, and followed his guide 
to Pombcira. The ram during the whole Umo ftU in lorrcou ond 
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{]'* jnjh*' ^w r^ of thr mr'^! ruo’id. nnd njip’^ri'nlU hnprnrlicaMr, 
cV‘"np!ifin At (»mnnnui<. 1 n)nl t)jnt of llio nnny 

)ntl )»f<n <i5\t frtijji pr<'^iott»U to flir nttnrk, 

\\trt o\<riA<ij. ihu'', vl.ott ".t) tncut < ould 1« n*.! )»(' lioprd 
for. tin wlioln ofSrmlt’* Jnir<’ m'l onr» inoj^i ronr< Jitmtul. 

’I ho niHi'', ntid Mio>; of tin ntnl nnnmnntjon of l.oi*'On**> 

nnil I^'r*:***' Wi ti fotthmth hrol.i n tip niid nlniuloiird . 

.n'ul th' ^^ny, inhii;;: liti tin nnmnt-ini'pitlK, ]>rnro( drd to the 

Inicht'-or ( nmlhn ntnl Sil'iinnn.ch* H« r< tin rmd hnniclnd in two 
dir<'ftjn’n, tho <*jn Chtt* , ilirounh Knivnnn* nnd ^ cinla 

No\n. and tlu' otln r to ^^on^d«;tr<, nrro--i tin* Cat.ido. llotli rontri, 
lin*\ rr. or«' r<‘p!"< *^1 nl« d h\ thrirout* to In* ho impmoticahlo U he 
hridno of Knivotn*’ d''tro\id. imd tin* n\or doft inh d h\ tttcUc 

I • • 

< hnndn d Porlnp:»n-'^o, jth nridh*n . nnd n part> hnd 1 ) 0 » n employ rd 
' thromrliout the di\ of tin* l/i:h, in hnahiii" down the Ponte Note. 

I Night w.ts <cttincr in, the J'rencli •'oldicr' were linrn‘'‘.ed, hnrofooted, 

’ and ^{^nlng; the rnin, which had nc\<r ceased ^incc the l.'hh, wn*; 

I in^rc^':|ng in Molrnce, and ncconipani(*d h) norms of wind, the 

j amiminiiion was injiin'd In the wet ; the Pnli*-!! nrnn was at no 
grcit distance in the rear; nnd, if n ])assni;e could not he forced otcr 
the Ponte Xo\o, the hour of *-urrendi‘r had nrntfd Soult, nppalled 
It may he, hut ftiU resolute to altdnjit all tint offered n clmncc of 
csc,ape. spjit III tins extrcnuU for Major Dulong, one of the most 
daniig ofilcers m his arm\ , “ I li.it e chosen } on/’ he F.aid, ** from 

all in the ranks to pci^e tlic Ponte Xoto, winch has been cut off by 
the cnern) Select a hundred grenadiers and twenty-five liorsemen, 
cndcatour to suqinsc the guards, nnd sccimc the jinssnge If jou 
succeed, send to me , but if not, j our silence w ill suflicc.” 

Fatoured by the storm, Dulong reached liis destination unpcrccived, 
killed tlie ccntinel, before an alarm could be given, nnd, follow'cd by 
twelve grenadiers, crawded along a narrow' slip of masoniy •which was 
all that remained perfect of the bridge One of tlic gicnadicrs fell 
into the deep gulf of tlic Cavado, which, being flooded, roared as a 
torrent along its rocky channel Tlic noise of the wateis diowned tlic 
cry of the soldier, and Dulong with eleven men gained the furtlior 
bank, sm*prised the nearest post, and put the Portuguese guards, -U'ho 
imagined they were in the presence of the -whole Fiench army, to flight 
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The bndgo wa* rapidly repaired and by femr o dtwk m the momiDg 
Semite advanced-gnard oammenced croeung Before all the troopi 
had parsed hesrrerer for the colmnn of march was long and the rood 
*0 narrorr and •oneTen that not more than three person* could advance 



nbrcait, they were attacied in front by a number of Portaguese gue 
xillas irho lay concealed among the woodB and emg* on the height* 
and on the rear by the Enghih, who had bnmght their artillery to 
bear <m the fugitive* The intrepid Jhdong ngnm saved the nnny 
he dashed, with a cho«n few up the rock* pnt the Portnguwe to 
flight, and opened an unobitmcted pamge for hia comrade*— faHiog 
deeply womided the moment after hia object wu* qcIuctcO. The 
Bntuh gun*, horrerer could not bo tilcncod and the bndge I e 
rock* and the defile beyond, were •trewn with mangled bodic* of 
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and horses, till the gorge ^\as choked. The Poitugiicsc peasantry, 
M itli the accustomed ferocity of cowards, tortured and mutilated every 
sick and wounded man, and all the stragglers tliat fell into their 
hands ; v Idle the soldiers, in retaliation, shot the jicasants, and set fire 
to their habitations. 

On tlie ISUi, Soult himself, bringing up the rear-guard of Ids army, 
ciosscd the Spanish frontici, and pursuit entirely ceased. On the 
10th, lie entered Oiense, -without guns, stores, ammimition, oi bag- 
gage His men A\crc nllcrly exliaustcd, the grcatci part -uitliout 
shoes, many without accoutrements, and some even -without muskets. 
Scvent^*-six days 2 )^e^iously, lie had quitted Orense -\nth about 
twenty-two thousand men, and tlirec thousand five himdrcd had after- 
-s^ards jomed him He returned Mith nmetcen thousand five himdred, 
ha-\ mg lost by tlic sword, sickness, capture, in the hospitals and the 
field, and by assassuiation, slv thousand soldicis. He had token into 
Portugal fifty-eight pieces of artillery, and returned without a cannon. 
Yet, according to umvcrsal admission, his reputation, as a brave and 
able general, was in no "vnsc diminished 

Soult halted during the 20tli of May; but, on the 21st, put liis 
troops m motion agam, to succour General PomTuci , who, ha^ng 
been left in garrison at Lugo by hlarshal Ney, wlule the latter, aftei 
subjugatmg Gahcia, pressed forward to reduce the Astunas, had been 
closely mvested by tv^clvc or fifteen tliousand Spamaids, under the 
command of General ISIalu The rehc-vung army reached Gutm on 
the 22nd, and the same day Main, desci-}ung its van on the moun tarns 
above Lugo, broke up his camp and retned to Mondenedo. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, meanwlule, having leai-ned that Soult had 
retreated by Orense, returned -with his -whole army to Oporto, whence 
he intended to advance to the Spanish fiontier, unite -with the force 
of Cuesta, and dn-vmg Yictoi ftom his position, not only deliver 
Gahcia from the French, but carry the war mto the centre of Ehng 
J oseph’s dommions Of this plan all that depended solely upon the 
English General was accomplished, but what required the co-oper- 
ation of the Spamards failed, from the ignoiant self-conceit and 
obstmacy of Cuesta and the Supreme Junta Wellesley crossed the 
frontier in the beginning of July, and on the 27th, after being 
thwarted to the utmost by the AUies, in whose cause he was said to 
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be flgbtog, obtssmed eome advantage over tbe corps of General 
Victor at tbe Casa de Sabna. Oa the morning of the 28tli, he fcnnd 
hiTTiKilf TTith an army of about forty four thousand mfantry and ten 
thousand cavalry, supported by a hundred pieces of artillery, m tho 
presence of an enemy about fifty thousand strong but of a quality 
which far more than compensated for the infenonty of their numberi, 
bemg chiefly veteran troops of the Empire , while among tho Alhes 
were between thirty three and thir^ four thousand Spaniards, upon 
whom no reliance could be placed for courage, fidehty, or obedience 
to orders Marshal Jourdan and E-mg Joseph had jomed Victor 
the former of whom counselled Oie avoidance of an engagement 
until the result of some operations, undertaken by Sonit, on tho 
English rear should be ascertained but Victor, opposing this advice, 
induced the Kmg to haxard a general battle, m order, as he conceived, 
to save the capital from frTTing mto the hands of the foe 

Acoordmgly, about one © cloci m the afternoon, the French 
marched to the attack and at two Victor gave the signal for battle. 
Eighty peces of artOlary immediately opened a deadly voDoy upon 
the comhmed anmes, and the light troops swiftly following tho storm 
of buDeti, poured mto the vale of Talsvere, leading on tho broad 
dense colomns of Imperial infttntry to tho foot of the British line 
The Knghih aoldiers met them with loud shouts, and m amtninin g 
tho ground m front, and Upping their flanks with fire repulsed 
them with terrihlo carnage Though beaten back, however, m their 
first attempt, the French ralhed, and made bead for onothcr assault 
but tho British artiflary and musketry opened upon them such a 
destmctire hufl of shot, while a Spanish cavalry regiment charged 
thor flank, that they were compelled to retire in disorder Several 
movements fbllowcd, in which tho French had such signal advantage 
that tho English centre was absolutely broken, and victorv seemed 
about to snatch her laurels from tho brow of her farountc Sir 
Arthur ‘WeDealey, however saw and seized tho cnbcal moment to 
turn tho fortune of tho day Cavalry and infimtry were poured 
against the advancing battahons till tho French, relaxing their 
oicrtiotts by degrees, were brought first to halt from pursuit and 
eventually to givo way, and return to tho position they had occupied 
prcno ui ly to the commencement of tho battle At six m the 
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ovcning, all hostility had ceased, each army occupjang the same 
ground it had held in the nioiumg. The British lost tv\’’o geneials, 
thiity-ouo othei officers, and neaity eight liundied solclicis in killed, 
and four thousand fiio liundred and sixty •\roundod and prisoners 
The Spaniards lost above twelve himdied men in killed and wounded, 
and die Trench had rune hundred and foity-foui killed, and six 
thousand four liuuched and fifty wounded and pnsoners. and lost, 
besides, seventeen guns, of wlucli ten were taken in the fight, and 
seven abandoned in the woods. The bad conduct of Cuesta and 
his Spamards alone prevented Talavera from bemg a decisive victory. 
As It was, after rcstmg on the field during the 29th and 30th, tlie 
British Geneial, who could obtain no pi o visions for his hoops, noi 
sufficient assistance to save lus wounded from pcnshing, and who, 
moieovei, in the mterval, had icceived infonnation that Soult was 
rapidly advancmg on his leai, was compelled to retreat, his example 
bemg followed so readily by the Spaniards, that the wounded Enghsh, 
whom Cuesta had imdertaken to protect, feU mto the hands of the 
enemy. 
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On tte 8tli of Angnst, Ouesta -hiu totalty defeated at Aixobiapo, bj^ 
Sonlt. On the llth. Set Eobert AViison, ■with lus Portnguese legion^ 
were pot to disgiacefol flight at the pass of Bafios by Ney on the 
iame day. General Venegat was beaten with great slanghter and 
the loss of fbirr thonsand pruonen, a considerable nmnber of guns 
and carnages and much baggage and arnTnirnTtirm^ at Ahnonaad, m 
the proYince of liU hfancha and "Wellesley perceivmg the futihty of 
dependance on the co-operatum of troop* bo utterly undisaphncd 
and diapmted, and of officert bo cowardly and treacherous as the 
Spaniard* had proved them*elveB, retreated with little delay to 
Bad^ox rchnquishmg by the way a large qnantity of ammunition 
many homes, and even the treasure-chest of his army A season of 
comparative military mantmty ensued, which was divenifled chiefly 
1^ a senes of s<jaabbles, charge^ and recnimnafaons between the 
Enghsh Mhusters and Generals and the Spanish Junta and its agents. 
The actions that toot place were iD-dirccted and worse executed ly 
the patriots,” m concert with whom Sir Arthur Wellesley without 
a better guarantee than then worthless words of honour, absolutely 
reiused to undertake any movement whatsoever 

In the meantime, however, the Spanish armies had undergemo 
two or three changes of generals, neither perhaps for the better nor 
the worse for vanity incapaaty and the grossest ignorance seemed 
the characteristic of nil for whom intrigue or bribery, at tbi* period, 
obtained employment firom tho various Juntas m the tmgdom The 
first movement of importance made by the Spaniards was m Jfo- 
vember, 1809, by Aitnxaga, who on rccmving the command of an 
I army of sixty thousand men, promised ibat be would ^>ecdily drive 
I the mtrusivo fi^jm Madrid, and free his country from tho 

preSQicc of the Imperial troops It is but justico to this mexjw 
ncGced leader to state thnt he entered upon his rash campaign with 
understandmg ho was to have the osnstanco of tho British 
and Portugueso armies, and consequently the guidance, or, to use a 
word less ohiectionablc to the oTcrwcciung pnde of a Castilian, the 
counad of Sir Arthur "W cUcslcy m his undertaking 

On tho l8th, tho advanced posts of tho hostile armies met between 
Anliguela and Ocnlia, and a cavalry engagement took place, m which 
e cTCral hundreds of the best of Arcuaga s troops were shun and 
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The defeat of Areiaaga made it necessary for the Dnkes of Alba 
qnorque and Ifel Parque to qiut their positions and retreat- Tho 
latter, however did not escape widioat a blow Bong pnrrued by 
KeHennan, he was overtaken at the bridge of Alba do Tonnes, and, 
on the 26tli of November defeated, almost without an attempt to 
defend himself — his whole army having thrown aside its arms and 
taken to flight at the first (diarge. In thin root the Spaniards lost 
three thousand men, and all their gnus baggage and pro vi sions 
Srr Arthur "Wellealey, after these snccesaivo disasteri, broke up his 
camp at Badajoi, re<Tos»ed the Tagos, and marched mto the valley 
of the Mondego a step to which ho had been long prcnoiuly urged 
by many of his officers from regard to the health of the Bntish troops, 
which had been shattered m the unwholesome atmosphere engendtred 
by the marshes of the Guadiana, and from the nnposailrihty of pro- 
curing r^nlar or adequate siqqihes m Spanish Estremadura. 

The tone seemed now to have arrived for gmng a decisive blow to 
the Spanish msurrection and to the mtcrfeimco of the Enghsh in 
the affiurs of the Femnsula. Napoleon had tnamphantly dosed his 
campaign against Austria, by a peace which it was goneraHy bchcrcd 
would be permanent The Spanish soldiers had been disheartened 
by uniffirm defeat their gonerols and chiefli were dmouted and 
their g o vomment complamed egamst on all side* for want of abihty 
and honesty, and, indeed, of lawfril authonty for its acts Tho 
'P.T^ gliib army had retired in disgust mto Portugal and largo rem 
forcements wero daily advancmg from Germany, to cnahlo King 
Joseph, and tho TtinrshsLi and generals m his semeo, to resume tho 
ofiensivo, with fieah vigctur and overwhelming force Tho French 
armies m tho bcgnming of 1810 numbered three hxmdrcd thousand 
men under tho coramand in chief of Marshal Soult, and gcncralled 
by officers whose superiors hove rarely been found m tho world 

Tbo first operutioiii of tho Imperial troops were directed against 
AnilnTnifij which WBJ mvadcd on the 20th of Jtnuaiy tho narrow 
posset of tho Sierra Morena being on that and the following day 
forced at qH points, with scarcely any loss to tbo ossaflants, but with 
a moral cfTect upon the Spaniards themselves, tho influence of which 
did not pass away with tho panic which gave rise to it- At SmUc 
tho scat of the Supreme Junta, a popular commotion broho out again<t 
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that self-constituted and incompetent body, 'winch was accoidingly 
deposed, and a Council of Regency appointed to conduct the wai 
until the ancient Coites of S^iain could he assembled to fiame a 
ISTational Constitution, and provide foi the futmc govemment of the 
longdom This piocceding, howevei, impoitant as it may be 
legal ded with lefeience to the futuie destmies of the Penmsula, 
affoided no piesent check to die tiiumphant advance of the Piench, 
who, m three weeks, became masters of the whole piovmces of Anda- 
lusia and Southern Estiemaduia, witli the exception of Gibialtai, 
Cadiz, Badajoz, Ohvenza, and Albuiqueique The Provisional 
Regency sought lefuge m Cadiz, which, being open to the sea, was 
well supphed with aims, ammunition, provisions, men, money, and 
what was perhaps of more value, with mihtaiy skill and good counsel 
by the Eughsh, and was thus enabled to make an efficient defence 
agamst hlaishal Victoi, who had established around it, on the land 
side, a strict blockade In the inteiioi of the kmgdom, victory 
almost mvanably followed the French eagles while on the coast, 
emboldened by the presence of the British, and sustained by then 
gold, which was lavished on all who assumed the name of Patriot, 
provided they were sufficiently ready to decry democracy, and engage 
to perish m defence of that despotism which it was the fashion of the 
day to dignify as “ the ancient Constitution of the country,” the 
Spamaids were found to be unconquerable, oi more truly, perhaps, 
considering the nature and defences of the country, unassailable 

Soult, immediately his conquests were effected, devoted his chief 
efforts to seeme them, well knowmg that to a judicious pohey, 
rather than a mere succession of briUiant achievements, the final 
subjugation of the Peninsula must, if accomplished, be owing His 
admimsfaration m Andalusia, differed in httle horn that which had 
pioduced such beneficial effects at Oporto, and it was attended 'with 
simdai success The piovmce was tianquilhzed, arrangements were 
made foi regularly supplying provisions to the troops, and considerable 
bodies of native soldiers raised to repress the efforts of the gueiiUas, 
which last, for theu support, plundered friend and foe alike 

In the meantime, Massena, the Child of Victory,” as Napoleon 
called him, flushed with his successes at Esshng and Wagiam, 
entered Spam; and advanemg through the piovmce of Leon, at the 
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head of upwards of sixty thousand men, prepared for the mTuaion 
of Portugal, whence he hoped to expel the English General — then 
recently created Vxscoont Welhngton — as Moore had been expelled 
from Spam about eighteen, months before. So confident, indeed, was 
this Marshal that, m his proclamabons, ha taunted 'Wellington with 
being afraid to engage and asserted that ‘^the sails were flapprog 
on the ships prepared to carry the English from the coast.” The 
commencement of Massena s operations was auspicious- CSudad 
Rodngo after a braroly sustained siege was compelled to surrender 
on the 11th of July, 1810 and on the 24th after a hot and desperate 
engagement the diTision of Gencml Grewfurd was dislodged from 
Almeida, and dnyen across the Coa npon the main army of the 
Bnbsh and Portuguese It was not, howerer until September that 
tho French pushed ou to taka advantage of their first successes , and 
Wellington, during the mterval had completed his measures for do 
fending the country to the last extremity As the French advanced, 
WeUmgtou slowly and deliberately fell back, tJJ having reached tho 
Serra de Bdaaco a &vourabIo position he resolved to halt and giro 
battlo The hostile armies encountered on tho nonung of tho 27th 
of September and a fierce engagement ensued m which tho French 
were repulsed with the loss of about four thousand firo hundred men, 
whilo the loM of the Alli es did not cicocd thirteen hundred The 
latter however, ■wero still compelled to retreat and before tho middle 
of October, entered the celebrated hnea of Toma Yodma consisting 
of a cham of forts and natural fnstnewes fifty mfles m length, which 
bad been constructed by tho Bntub, as a refugo for thomiclvct and 
a protection for Lisbon in caso of necessity, while the English 
General was supposed by his enemies to bo utterly inactivo, and 
merely meditating an escape. 

Massena, soon pcrccivmg that on attempt to force theso formidable 
works with tho number of men at his disposal, would bo a waste of 
lifo and labour and being unable to imuntjun his troops in tho 
neighbourhood, commenced m tho beginning of November a slow 
and dogged retrograde movement towards Spam, and being bn»kly 
pursued by Wellington, sustained great loss and many Iiardships 
during his rctreaL ** Every horror tliat could moke war hideous, 
aayi Colonel ICnpicr, “oUended tho dreadful march I Distress, 
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conflngTntioii':. dcnth in nil inodo*:! fioni vouiul’^, fntipuc. Katci, 
the flnmc:. ami *=1^10(1011 On oiery nde Mn*; unliniilecl Moloncc, 
unlimited ^cn£^e.^llcc* I myself ‘^aK a pen'^ant lioundin" on his dog 
to dc\onr the dead and d\ing; and the •^piiit of eiuclty once 
unehained smote c\cn the Inufe creation*’ In the eouisc of the 
retreat. ‘:c^cral actions of minoi impnrlaiue Mere fonerht intli aarinhlc 
success, and a general engatrement at Fuentes Onoio on the . 5 th of 
]^rnv, 1 $ 1 I. in ■nhitli both nimics claimed to be Mcfois IMassena 
immediately aficni aids M.ns rceallcd to Finnec, and jMarmoiit, talcing 
the command, continued the disastrous ret i cal avliicli his predecessor 
had begun Olncnra, meanwhile, h.ul been seized by the Enghsli, 
and "Wellington ad^anccd to m^cst Iladajo/ 

Soult, lie.anng that the English vcic in Esticmaduia, hastened to 
check their pi ogress, and conceit measures for the defence of Spain 
On the 15 th of I\Iay, he took post in the neighbourhood of Albucra, 
and next day iias defeated tlicie, by Marshal Beresford, inth the loss 
of upivards of eight tliousand of liis troops The British and Poitu- 
guese lost ucaily seven thousand men Tlie Fieiich claim Albucia 
as one of theur nctoiics; and K'crc enabled, aftei the engagement, to 
shew several stand of colouis, a hovitrci, and live bundled pnsoncis, 
as tropliics of the day Tlie Alhes, howc^ er, maintained their groimd, 
■nlule their enemies retned fiom the field 

It was about this period that Ejiig Joseph, — disgusted with the 
people over whom he had been set to icign, dissatisfied vntli the 
mdependent conduct of die Fiench mai-shals and generals, and being 
without either personal authority, 01 pn^ate 01 pubhc lesouices, save 
the monthly pittance he leceived firom the Empeioi, which was 
msufficient to pay the salaiies of the officeis of his Court, who weie 
consequently 1 educed to such extreme necessity as to be sometimes in 
want of food, — ^lesolved to abandon his throne and longdom Accord- 
ingly, aftei havmg executed a private act of renunciation, he took with 
him an escort of five thousand men, and, passing the Spanish ft on tier, 
repaired with all speed to Pans Napoleon, foreseeing the mischief 
that must necessanly arise fi.om his brother’s flight, used every argu- 
ment to mduce him to letum to his post, and when these failed, 
resorted, it is said, to threats to compel obedience Joseph at last 
consented to retrace his steps, and the Empeioi, to gloss over his 
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conduct, catued it to bo genoraDy nunonred, that he had come to 
Pam to arrange jdani for fiitnre tn il i t aiy operatiotu The trar 
hoover from tlua penod began to langnwh. The Spamard* did not 
to procure information ob to the real purport of Joeeph e journey, 
and redonbled their efforts to embarrass the generals who hold the 
country m sulgection while the French officers and soldiers imbibed 
a bad opinion of a cause which even he for whose mtexest it appeared 
to have been mstituted, evidently considered, hopeless. 

After a great number of less important operations on each side 
Ciudad Eodngo was assaolted and token by the EnglTub, on the 19th 
of January 1812, after a siege of twelve days and m the night of the 
5th of April, Badajoi was also stormed and captured, with frightful 
Im* of hfe on the parts of both Enghah and French, So great was 
the havoc, indeed, that when its extent was made known, to TFnl 
lington m the morning, the firmness of that general s nature,” sayi 
Napier gave way for a moment, and the pnd© of conguert yielded 
to a pasmonate burst of gnef for the loss of his gallant soldiars No 
age no nation enthusiastically exclaims the same author ** ever sent 
forth braver troops to battle than these who stormed Badajoi.” It 
must bo added, that nover troops committed more terriblo ciceescs 
than tho victori during tho sack that foDowedL Drunl.oiine*i wanton 
destructiou of houses and goods lus^ murdco', and remorseless cruol^, 
raged, without cessation ibr two long days and nights dunng whidb 
the Bntiah wounded were loft untended, and their dead unburjodL 
Tct tho inhabitants of Badajoz were Spaniards, and tho Spanish 
people were allies of Fngland I Sonl^ who was wilhm a day's march 
of tho beleaguered town, when the news reached him of iti fall, 
immodutely retreated towards SenDe to wait for hIannont*f corps, 
before Teuturing on a deemvo octioD, 'W^olhngton, however, who 
for his many and great scmccf consummate skill, and unsurpassed 
judgment, had now been created an English Earl, Spanish Duke of 
Ciudad Eodngo and Portugeeso AfarguLS of Torres Yedras, pursued 
his success and at once advanced upon SaJamaneo, m order to 
intercept tho expected rcinfoTCcacnt* of the Army of Andaluita and 
cut off tljo French communications. Here on tho 22iid of July, ho 
gave battle to ItlarmoDt and after obtaining a signal nctoiy, followed 
Im routed opponents to "N albdolid, then rocrossed the Douro and 
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occupied tlie Spamsli capital, wlucli King Josepli, on tlie appioacli 
of tlie English, had quitted, to place himself undei the piotection of 
Suchet, at Valencia 

Andalusia and the blochade of Cadiz weie forthwith abandoned; 
and Soult, effecting his leticat thiough Gienada and Muicia, united 
his coi'ps with that of Suchet at Ahcant, wheie he soon afterwards 
concentiated a stiong foice to attempt the lecoveiy of Madrid. 
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CHAPTER XXXV 

RCrPTUVB BmrBBlT FB^KCK AKD XDUIA 

1610 to IBIZ. 


LEXAitnEn of Russia, notmthttandmg Hi* 
■ubscqncnt dcmonitrabon* of fhcndiHip 
had been deeply offended -with Napoleon 
by tho condiUonB of the Treaty of ScHun 
bronn Ho had hoped that the Pobdj 
proTinccs, then *OTcred from Auftna frouid 
hare been ceded to himself, as a guarantee 
that the longdom of Poland ibould not at 
any future time, bo restored to iti anaent independence and Hw 
jealousy ira* aroused on finding that Cracow and IVcstcm GalUtia 
■vrcrc annexed to the Duchy of 'U'^anaw the loTcrcjgnty of wblcJj 
had been iigmficnntly rested in a descendant of the annent monarch* 
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of llic comiti) Fioin tins x)cnod, lie ■^^,ls not nmcnsonably impicsscd 
•sMth a belief, tliat liis Ally ivaitcd only foi a fit oppoituuity to leunite 
all the parts of that dismembered lealm, and by foiming them again 
into a pon'crfnl State, to establish a frontier for Eniope, diavc die 
Eiissians “ back to their natiic foicsts,” and annihilate the influence 
of the Czai m the gcneial jiolicy of the ciMh/ed n'orld. Alexandei, 
foi a time, had indulged the dicam of foimnig an univeisal eminrc, 
to be dmded on equal tenns nith “ the Gieat Man, whose amity was 
then deemed a benefit of the gods ” The aftei-pioceechngs of 
Napoleon, lion ever, had coininced him that tlus hope was baseless, 
and that nothing but the picssurc of circumstances pi evented his Ally 
from openly aspiimg to that exclusive dominion, winch would not 
have been consideied as gmlty ambition had Napoleon been content 
to shaie it with, the noitheni Potentate As the Piench Empeior, 
.howevei, had not given occasion foi a breach between himself and 
the Autociat, the latter, considermg Ins lesomccs sufficient for the 
puipose, and flatteied with the idea that Napoleon’s concihatoiy 
conduct towaids linn had been the effect of fcai lather tlian fiiendship, 
determined, unless he coidd accomphsh his object, to make a quanel 
at all hazards. 

From the time of pubhcation of the treaty winch gave peace to 
Austria, the Russian ambassador had been incessant m his apphcations 
to Napoleon, foi a solemn and exphcit declaration that Poland should 
not be restored to its rank as a kingdom. On such a subject, it was 
not easy to obtain a decisive answer from the Emperor himself. 
Recourse was, therefore, had to less direct means, and, on the 5th 
of January, 1810, Caidamcouit, the French mmistei at St Peters- 
burgh, was mduced, by the consideration that it nught facihtate the 
negociations then pending for a matiimomal alhance with the Czar’s 
family, to sign the preliminaries of a convention betv'een Fiance 
and Russia, contammg the following conditions — ‘‘That the Pohsh 
kmgdom should never be le-estabhshed that the names of Poland 
and of Poles should ce^e to be used in all pubhc acts that the 
Duchy of "Warsaw should leceive no new temtonal accessions from 
any portion of ancient Poland and that the convention, when 
completed, should be pubhshed i ” 

Napoleon refused to ratify these unreasonable prehmmaries , and 
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Alexander to avenge the a&ont, immediately -withdreTT many of 
tile restrictions by ■wbicli Bnhah commerce bntl been prcnonaly 
almost excluded fi:t)m bia ports Bemonstrances and recApitulationa 
of grievances ensued, and were repeated 6om tnne to tune, mth 
mcreaamg firequency and m a tone gradually becoming leas 
tbrougbout the year 1810 The mamag© of the Trencb Emperor 
•mth the Austrian Archducheas, had given a final bloTr to the Ciar s 
hopes of extendmg his power m the fertile South for he no 
douht that the alliance between the houses of Lorrame and Bonaparte 
wonld connect the future policy of their chieft and he knew that 
each had an equal mterart m repressing the spurt of aggression which 
he, m common with all hie predecessors, had constantly exhibited. 
It was the strong arm of Austria, tihat, on more than one occasion had 
withheld Euasia fiom despoiling Turkey, and from fixing her capital 
at the mouth of the Bosphorus — ^Austria, too it was that had longest 
withstood and profited least by the infiunons partitian of tho country 
whose mhahrtanti hod saved Europe from berog oveaTrhahned by 
the Saracenic wave which destrored the Empire of tho "West — Poland, 
whose very name it was now sought to efface from tho earth 1 It was 
natural therefore that tho Moscovite should fool uneasy ond stnun 
every nerve to secure himself against being limited, Hko a wild beast 
to hii own barren wildernesses 

On the absolute refusal of Napoleon to assent to tho proposibons 
Alexander forwarded from St. Petersbnrgh a new form tjf tmgagemcnl, 
so like tho old in substance, however though less candid and exphert, 
that it likewise was at onco rejected, Kourakin, tho Bussian envoy 
now declared, that the contmued non-comphanco of tho Emperor with 
tho requisitions of his Ally could only bo interpreted as an indication 
of ultenor designs m favour of Poland but Is apoleon was not to bo 
mtumdatod- To tho half menace addressed to him ho sharply 
rephed — " "What means Bnsna by holding sneh language ? Docs 
she dcfiro war ? If I had wished to re-establish Poland, I need but 
I have stud so and should not, in that case, Lavo withdrawn my troops 
from Germany but I will not dtsbonour myself by declaring that 
t the Polish kingdom shall never bo rc-cstnbhshed nor pmder myself 
1 ridiculous by usmg the language of tho Dninity It would sullv roy 
j memory to put my seal to an act which recogmsed the partition of 
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Poland, much moio to dccl.uc that the realm should nc^cl be 
rc'^toicd Xo’ 1 can entci into no engagement that uould operate 
againct the brn\e ]>eojdeuho ha\c sened me so uell. and ^\lth ‘•uch 
cou'^tant good-uill and dc\otion I "jpealc not of the Piench, they 
M ould w ilhngly shed \our blood for subjecting Poland to aoui yoke 
If I ^^crc now to dcclaie that the kingdom of Poland should ne^cl 
be rc-cstabhshed, it -viould imply that I had cntci lamed an intention 
to ic-cstablish it. and the infamy of the declaiation itself nould be 
deemed less than that of abandoning my oiiginal purpose.” 

Alexander next demanded that the light bank and mouths of the 
Danube, and the promiccs of ^foldai la and '\\’allacliia, said to hai e 
been stipulated for at Erfuilli, should be guaranteed to linn, but to tins 
Napoleon, in dcfcicncc to Austiia, nhose fiontiei such a concession 
woidd haic endangered, as also to his Turkish allies, nhosc tenitoiy 
the pronuces were, woidd not accede The Czar tliencefoith adopted 
towards Prance a hostile pohey, and, in contempt of the Continental 
System, opened most of his jiorts foi the impoilation of such Biitisli 
manufactured goods and colonial produce as wcic considcicd to be neces- 
saries To display this change of disposition moic fully, he published, 
on the Ijth of Januarj*, 181 1, an ulcasc foibidding the intioduction into 
Russia of Prcnch wines and ai tides of luxuiy, and making a considei- 
able abatement fiom foimcr tanfs in favour of Enghsli mcicliandisc 
An mndious distmction, wluch seemed mtended as a giatuitous insult 
to Napoleon, was, at the same tunc, made in the mode of punishing 
infractions of the ukase, piohibited Picnch goods bemg diiectcd to 
be burnt, and Enghsh or Colonial articles merely confiscated It 
is not difficult to perceive the influence by which the Czai was now 
swayed The British Cabinet had discovered and remedied the enoi 
of parsimony which had first driven Alexander to seek the alhance of 
his conquer 01 , and the Autocrat, smee it appeared impossible to 
obtam temtonal aggrandisement, was desuous of an eqiuvalent m 
gold The Comt of London, it may be added, was peifectly blame- 
less — if retahation be so — m these pioceeduigs, — since it stiove 
only to mete to Napoleon the measme he had first dealt to England 
The Emperor, however, regarded the matter with other eyes, and, on 
readmg the official notification of the ukase, exclaimed, with great 
indignation, to the Russian ambassador, " Hatied alone could have 
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dictated thu act The French nation is still strong and ardent, and 
not msenfnble to the dishononr done it by the threat to bom its pro- 
dudaonS' m the Bnwnan porta, while confiscation only is decreed 
■gamst those of England. I had rather submit to a blow on the 
cheek, than that the frmts of my subject! labour should be destroyed. 
What greater evil could Russia mflict on Franco T Unable to mvado 
our territory, she attacks our commerce and mdustry 1 ’ 

Orders were instantly transmitted to Caulamcourt, to demand the 
repeal of the obnonous act bnt Alexander had not taken so bold a 
step without having first maturely considered its consequences Ho 
was certain of being supported by Englsnd and calculated upon the 
strong resistance of Spam, as an insurmountable obstacle to the French 
Emperor s undertaking offensive operatums in iny other port of the 
Continent during its contmuance He therefore refosed to alter his 
decree and, as a necessary consequence, began to augment his army 
and to prepare for a war which he foresaw was mevitible though he 
probably rehed on a later date for its commencement, Nopoleon, 
however no sooner learned what was passing than with his usual 
promptitude he also prepared for the gathering storm The gamson 
of DantBc was reinforced, and numerons troopa were sent through 
Grctmany and quarterod m the Duchy of W arsaw to bo m readiness 
to take the field when matters should have reached a crisis. Alex 
ander, who os wo have smd, had not looked for so ready an acceptance 
of his challenge to gam tune, demanded explanations. Ho was bnofly 
tnifl in reply, that his own mibtary preparations had rendered it 
necessary for Napoleon and his Alhes to guard agamst sudden 
hostihties The Cxor protested that his intentions were perfectly 
pacific but, at the same time, recapitulated all his real and supposed 
gnovancos, adding to them a domond for the restoration to its Icgiti 
mate sorcrcign of the Duchy of Oldenburg which had been seised 
with the Hanso Towns for its constant violation of the Bntish 
Blockade and, m the meanwhile Russian troops continue<l to bo 
pushed forward into the Polish temtory 

Napoleon was still unwillmg to enter upon a war with Alexander 
Ho offered therefore m order to bnng tho dispute to a close to 
pledge hunM:lf that he would not directly or indirectly favour tmy 
enterprise for the rc-establisbing of Poland os a Jongdotn to grant 
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any icasonablc mdcnmificnlion for tlic seizure of Oldenburg; and to 
consent to tlic opening of tlic Kii'^sian poits to England, under a 
a system of licences, such os m*os beginning to be generally adopted 
in Eiance, Italy, and Gcmiany. The Czai, bclieinng these eonccs- 
sions to bo indications of iveakness, in cxpicssing his readiness to 
accept them, coupled ivith them such tcims as he must ha^c knowm 
irould not be acceded to He demanded the acthe intorfcionco of the 
French jMonaich, in ease an attempt to leco^cr their independence 
should be made by the Poles thcmschcs, the suiiender of Hantzic, 
or a portion of the Duchy of IVarsaiv, m lieu of Oldenbmg, the 
entire evacuation b)*' Hapolcon of Piussia and Sivcdish Pomerania, 
and the vathdrawal of all French tioops fiom the Pohsh temtones 
On these conditions only ivould ho consent to a modification of the 
ukase concerning French and Piibsh commeicc. Komakin, in 
submittmg this ultimatum to the Cabmet of the Tuilenes, signified his 
intention to quit Pans inthm eight days if it ivero not accepted 
This ivas doubtless mtended to be considered as a declaiabon of ivai. 

It ivas long,” said Napoleon, when at St. Helena, smee I had been 
accustomed to such a tone, and I was not m the habit of allowing 
myself to be anticipated I coidd have maiched to Russia at tlie head 
of the rest of Europe The entei-piise was popular the eause was Euro- 
pean It was the last effort that remained to be made by Fiance Hei 
fate and that of the new European system depended on the struggle. 
Russia was the last resource of England The peace of the whole world 
rested with Russia . Yet Alexander and I were in the situation 
of two boasters, who, without wislung to fight, were endeavouring to 
frighten each othei I would most wilhngly have maintained peace, 
bei ng surrounded and overwhelmed by unfavomable eucumstances, 
and all that I have smee learned, convinces me that Alexander was 
even less desirous of war than myself ” 

Mihtary preparations of such magmtude as had never before been 
witnessed, contmued, for some months, to be made on both sides, 
and pohtical negociation and intngue lent then aid to the giowmg 
dispute Alexander exhausted all the resomces of his gigantic 
empue, and Napoleon put forth his utmost strength, not merely 
to cope with but to crush his antagomst All the disposable 
French tioops, thirty thousand Austrians, fifteen thousand Prussians, 
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nmneroTis anniea of Italians, Bavanans, Saioni WestplialianB IFnr 
tembergers, and other contmgontB of die Ehenish ConfederatiOD, Trero 
eijuipped for war and got into readmew to march at the earheit 
notice An appeal was also made to the Pole* for their co-operatiom 
rhe AhW de Pnidt was sent ambassador to Warsaw with mitnictions 
to offer liberty and Independence ” to the TnbabitnntiL * The 
olgect of your m ission said Napoleon, m a letter to his minister, 
18 to enlighten encourage and direct the operations of the Pohsh 
patriots The misfortunes and wsainess of the Poles ware occasioned 
by an aristocracy which knew neither law nor restramt. At that 
penod, as at present, the nobih^ were powerfnl, the attieni op- 
pressed, and the people of no account But notwithstanding these 
disorders, a love of liberty and independence premiled thronghont 
the country, and long supported its feeble existence These senb 
ments have been strengthened by tune and oppresmon Patnottsm 
II on attribute of the Poles and exists oven among members of the 
great fanuhes. Poland shall be free and independontl As to the 
choice of her sovereign that pomt must be decided by treaty The 
Emperor lays no claim to the throne for bun self or his family In 
the great work of restoration, be has only in new the happmcn of 
the Poles and the tranquiflity of Europe Should peenmary 
resources be wanted, his Majesty will assist the Polish trwuury by 
assignments on the extraordinary domains which ho possesses in 
Poland and Hxmover 

With respect to Saxony, there will be no sacnfico without com 
ponsatiom Saxony can attach but littlo importance to tho sovereignty 
of tho Duchy of Warsaw As it now exists, it is a procanous and 
tronhlesomo posscscom It is but a fragment of Poland yet it 
places Saxony in a false x>c*tion with respect to Austria, Prussia, 
and Russia. Tho Emperor is awaro of tho dilEcultica ho will hare 
to encounter in his endeavours to bring about tho rc-cstablishmcnt 
of Poland. That groat pohtical wort will oppose tho apparent and 
immediate mtercsts of hi* Alhos. Tho French Empire howercr, 
will moke great socnfice* of temtory, by way of indemnity, for tho 
cessions to bo made for tho rc-cstnblishmcnt of tho Pohsh kingdom 
Meanwhile a largo army of reserve was orgtiniicd in Franco 
ostensibly for the defence of the interior during the absence of 
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tlic Gland Amy in the npjn oaching cninpaign. Tliis consisted m 
an extiaordinaiy le\y of national guaids, nho yoic dnidcd into 
three bans oi classes; the fust being men fioni tnenty to tircnty- 
six jcais of age, "who had not been called to serNo in the icgnlai 
aiinyj the second included all per'^ons capable of bcaiing ams fioni 
twenty-six to fort)*, and the third uas composed of able-bodied men 
betu'cen foity and SL\ty Tins foice \ias intended as a substitute foi 
the consciiption, uhicli, to some extent, had been already anticipated 
At first it Mas dcciccd that the bans should not be icquncd to cioss 
the fionticr, but as dangcis thiclveiied around the Empne, most of 
them Mere diaM*!! into foieign scmcc, and then blood swelled the 
torrents that floM'ed m defence of him against M’liom every potentate 
of Europe M’as not long aftcr*wards leagued. , 

Duirng diese proceedings, Alexander was not idle Besides the ' 
immense forces which liis own dominions were at all times able to 
yield, and the laige subsidies paid to lum by England, lie secretly 
negociated with Prussia for her covert assistance, and formed an 
alhance, offensive and defensive, mth Sweden — Bcinadottc choosmg 
tins time to turn and bite the hand that had hitherto protected and ] 
exalted lum The consideration foi tins piece of treason was tlie 
ancient kingdom of Koiwa)^, which it was stipulated should be 
annexed to SM*eden , and the Czar, m addition to tins, promised > 

Bemadotte, tliat if then eflhrts against Napoleon should be successful, J 

Alexander would use his influence with the othei powers of Europe ' 

to procuie for his Ally the throne of Prance 1 This fact, mci edible as j 

it may appear, is vouched for by De Bournenne, the personal fnend 
and admnei of the Jacobm King, and the enemy of the French Em- ' 
per 01. Thus the blackest perfidy and ingratitude were the means of 
confiimmg to the husband of Desirde Clary tire advantages, which his 
marriage with one who was esteemed by Napoleon, had placed within 
his leach Through British influence, Bussia was also enabled about ' 
this penod to make peace with Turkey, and thus to disengage a large j 
army from eastern hostihties, to brmg mto the field against a far more 
formidable enemy 

Pouch^, Cardinal Fesch, and several other councillors of abihty, 
endeavoured to dissuade Napoleon from his warlike undert aking 
The Emperor, however, was confident as to his means , and does not 
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appear to hsTe donated lua idtiituite snccem ‘ Tlie -rrar ” ie aaid, 
" IB a wiB© meanire, demanded by the tme mtererts of France and the 
general se cun t y The great power I hare already attained, force* 
me to atanme an nniversal dictatonhip Ambition has no Bhtre m 
my Tievra I wish to obtam no new acqmaition, and reserre to myself 
only the glory of doing good, and the bleasmgB of poetenty There 
must be an European Code one Court of Appeal one lystem of 
money, weights, and rdeaenrea equal jnatice and nmform lawi, 
throngbout the Continent. Europe murt form but one great nation 
and Pan* must be the capital of the world.” 

"With the ma«a of the people and the army the war wai exceedingly 
popular The moat ertanarre State m Europe, it wa* beherud, wa* 
about to be humbled before the power of France and Bntam wo* to 
be left arngle-banded to rtmgglo for maBtcry with the Great Empire 
Ab a certain pledge of Yictory Napoleon m penon was to conduct hi* 
mvindble legions to the new scene of tnumph. 






CHAPTER XXXVI 


^APOLEO^' AT DRESDEN — VISIT TO DANTZIC AND KONIGSBERG — PASSAGE 
OF THE NIEMEN — LITHUANIA — RETREAT OF THE RUSSIANS — WITEPSK — 
SMOLENSK — VALOUTINA — RESOLUTION TO ADVANCE UPON MOSCOW 


j'fj TTER having made the necessary 
arrangements for the government of 
'B Prance duiing his absence, Napoleon, 
with the Empiess, departed, on the 
9th of May, 1812, foi Dresden, on his 
way to join the Grand Army, now 
assembhng on the Pohsh firontiei, in 
^ order to carry the impending war mto 

the Russian territories The progress of the Imperial pan was a 
contmued tnumph. Every town and village along the load made 
hohday, m order to welcome them, and the rmging of bells, and 








the Russian territories 
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musio, and acclamations, greeted them whererer they appeared. Nor 
was the popnlar enthuBiasm limited to France, In Germany the 
same demonstotions were umvonsally made and the people crowded 
to see h im , of whom they had heard so much, and whom many of 
them regarded as a pretematnral being destined to change the face, 
and to control the fate of the world. The capital of Saxony had been 
named by Napoleon as a general rendaxroas for the Kings and 
Pnnces m alliance with him and there, accordingly assembled 
three-fourths of the Potentates of Enrope to do homage to thmr 
superior Among those by whom the French Emperor and his 
Consort were welcomed, were the Emperor and Emprois of AnitnOj 
the Kmg of Prussia who came uninvited, probably as a spy the 
Kings of Saxony Naples, Bavana, Wnrtemierg, and Wettphalia, and 
a troop of Sovereign Prmcea of all grades from the wealthy and 
powerful Elector of Baden to the penunons Baron of Enipbauscn, 
with hoi sta ndi ng army of about twenty men. 

“Te says the Abb4 de Pradt, who wish to form a jnst idea 
of tho pre-emtnonce exerosed by Napoleon in Enrope, transport 
yonrselvea m imagination to Dresden, and thoro contemplate him 
at the penod of his highest glory so nearly bordering on his fall I 
Tho Empbror ocenpod the grand apartments of the palaco whither 
he had transferred a considerable portion of his household. There 
he gave grand dinners and, with the exception of tho first Sunday 
when the King of Saxony bad » gals, Napoleon s parties were always 
attended by the assembled Sovorogns and their families, agreeably 
to invitations issued by the Grand MarshaL The Emperor s Icrcct, 
too were held thoro as at tho Toiloncs, at nmo o clocL Then with 
what tumd submission did crowds of Pnnccs, mingling with tho 
conrticn and often scarcely perceived among them, annotialy await 
the moment for presenting tbomsclvos before tho arbiter of their 
destinies. Isapoloon was tlicro tho long of longs On him were 
turned tho regards of all men. !nio throng of strangers, of military 
men and conrticri tho arrival and doparturo of couners tho crowd 
constantly gathered round tho gates of the palace to catch a glimpse 
of tho Great ^fan or following lus footsteps, watching his loohs, and 
listening with awe to lus lightest words — form a picture the most 
subhmo and magnificent that could be dedicated to the moraorj of 
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Napoleon ” It is elseivlieie lelated, that the Piench Monaich ■was 
compelled to insist on some attention and lespect bemg paid to his 
fathei-m-law, the Empeioi of Austiia, who, in the biilhant assem- 
blage, was m gieat dangei of bemg oveilooked. Napoleon, it is 



added, on all occasions gave piecedence to Prancis , a concession 
with which the latter was highly gratified Por Predenck Wilham, 
‘^melancholy m heart and m looks,” says Sn Walter Scott, “he 
wandeied through the gay and splendid scenes, a mourner lather than 
a reveller ” If he had felt no mteiest in the pageant, however, it 
IS tolerably certain that he would not have been an actor m it, his 
attendance at Dresden having been perfectly volimtary That he 
was not pleased with his situation as a tributary to his conquer oi is 
piobable, but the hen of the Great Piedenck was on the watch for 
other malcontents, on whom he might depend for assistance, if an 
opportumty to attack his host should be brought about by the course 
of events 

It is worthy of remark that, notwithstandmg the attempts of Stapps 
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and La Sahla — both Germans — to assaaamate Napoleon fhnt Emperor 
had not at Dresden a smgle armed frenchman m attendanco on 
person — the Saxon body gnard being the only soldiers on duty “I 
was m so good a f sau l y/* he said, when subsequently reminded of 
this fact, "with such worthy people that I ran no nak, I was 
beloTed by all and at this moinant,” — the Emperor was then a 
prisoner at St Helena, — " I am sure the Emg of Saiony daily 
repeats for me a Pater and an Ax>e 

Napoleon himself was occuped, during the greater part of his sti^ 
m the Saxon metropolis with mihtnry and pohticnl arrangements 
relative to the campaign about to bo opened, and the conduct of the 
war m Spam from which last the Imperial officers and soldiers were 
desrrona of hemg withdrawn as from a field •\^ere neither glory nor 
more snbstsmtial rewards were to be acquired. It was the pnde of 
the army to follow the Ehnperor IVhere he was no mrnmur or 
complaint was to be heard and defeat was unknown beneath his 
banners Under other commanders it had been sufficiently ex 
penenced, that the nsks of war were the same with the Ercnch ss 
with ordinary soldiers. Harza Lonita, who appeared psssioDatoly fond 
of her hoaband, m order to soifo eray intaral of leisure to bo with 
hrm secluded herself almost entirely from other company The 
Emperor Francis and the concomse of Kmgs and Prmccs toed them 
solves with attendmg the fStes, banquets concerts, and thcatncal 
entertainments, daily given at the expense of the French 3ronarch , 
pnd lauded his munificence and condescension to the ^cs The 
Empress of Austria wus espeosUy attentrr© to her stcp-daughtrr, 
upon whose toilet and jewelloiy she is said to havo levied heavy 
contribnUons She appears, however to have boon greatly mortified 
at having to perform a subordinate character on the occasion ; and to 
have taken a personal dHtltkn to Napoleon, by whom sho conceived 
herself to have been abased — a arcnjnitanro which may be worth 
remembenng os, in conjunction with her wcH known influence over 
the Emperor Francis, aflbrdmg a duo to tho subsequent conduct of 
the latter towards hit son m law 

Before quitting Dresden, Napoleon made a new attempt at ncgoci 
ation with tho Ciar by despatching tho Count de Narbonno to 
to propose terms of accommodation but Alexander would brtcn lo 
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no pioposal tliat had not for its basis the entue evacuation by the 
French of the Duchy of "Warsaw, Prussia, Oldenbuig, and the North 
of Germany. Additional troops weie therefore pushed forward 
towaids the Niemen, and such an aimy was speedily congregated 
m Poland as had never, perhaps, been gathered smce Alexander the 
Great invaded India Immense quantities of men, horses, carriages, 
provisions, and baggage of every description, were directed upon one 
pomt from all parts of the European contment. The gigantic expe- 
dition embraced people of nearly all nations, languages, religions, 
manners, and costume It seemed as if he, who had set on foot such 
an aimament, had contemplated the conquest of the world, and drawn 
forth all hrs resources for the enterprise ! 

Napoleon qmtted Dresden on the 29th of May, accompamed as far 
as Prague by the Empress Then, partmg with Maiia-Eouisa, he 
hastened to Dantzic, which he had converted mto a huge magazme 
and warehouse , and of which he designed to make a second Gibraltar 
Papp, the governor of that city, had always been a favourite with the 
Emperoi , not less on account of his bravery than the freedom with 
which he was accustomed to utter lus thoughts Napoleon wished to 
consult him on several matters relatmg to the mvasion of Eussia, 
which Papp had previously ventured m his despatches to disapprove 
He gave his counsel and opmion without hesitation “ If your Majesty 
expenence any reverse,” sard the General, the Prussians and Ger- 
mans will rise en masse to shake off your yoke It will be a crusade, 
m which all yom Alhes will abandon you The King of Bavana, 
in whom you have so much confidence, will jom the coahtion The 
King of Saxony, from mclmation, might remam faithful to you, but 
he will be compelled by his subjects to make common cause with 
your enemies ” 

Murat and Berthier had preceded the Emperor The former, 
dissatisfied at being summoned from his gay Court of Naples to take 
part m a new war, bore no good will to the expedition ; but exhibited 
discontent and vexation m all that he said and did Napoleon at 
once perceived the change m his looks and demeanour, and questioned 
Papp as to the cause ^^Is he ill^” was the enquuy "No, Sue,” 
rephed the General, "not ill, but m low spirits ” — "And wherefore 
contmued the Emperor, "is he not satisfied with bemg a King?” 
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" He aajB ^ aniwered Kapp ' tliat lie is not so ” — “ It is lu» own 
&al^ then,” obsereed Napoleon Tiwrily "IFhy has he become a 
Neflpohtan, instead of remaimng a Frenchman f When m hu own 
kingdom, he does nothing but blunder He fitTonra the commerce 
of Eng la n d, and that I cannot permit” Eapp confessea that he had 
h im self lliTonred the same commerce 'The people,” he says, "were 
so miserable that I had not the heart to be serere I therefore orer 
looked many smuggling tranaacbona, m direct opposition to the 
Imperml custom house r^nlahons and m defiance of the officers 
appointed to smxe Bntiah merchandise ” Napoleon, although aware 
of these derelicbona, prudenUy took no direct notice of them. Ho 
knew that the Governor, by his lenity, had acquired the confidence 
and esteem of the Prussians, whom it was now more than ever 
necessary to retam os friends and he was seldom tmwillnig to make 
a Kberal allowance fox the prejudices of those on whose general 
attachment and obedience be could rely It may be doubted, mdeed, 
whether, notwithstanding his language conceznxng Murat, it had not 
by this tone entered mto his own mmd to doubt tho possihihty of 
mamtammg the Continental Syvtem, without armmg against Kim 
tho whole of Europe and thus causing the ortnthrow of the power 
he was st civni g to consohdate 

On the day after hia arrival, the Emperor gave oudicncc to tho 
avil and military authonties of Hantno and in tho evening supped 
with tho King of Naples, the Pimco of NeufchAtol, and General 
Bapp, at the hotel of the gorernment. Poasing through tho hall 
he observed a bust of the Quocn of Prussia and p i nAm g the 
Governor s ear, exclaimed with a imilo, “ Master Bapp, I give you 
notice that I ■IirTI inform Mana Louisa of your infidohty ” — "Tou 
recently informed mo, rephed tho accused, “ that tho King of Prussia 
was one of your AHies.” Do Boumcnne, on tho nuthonty of Bapp 
relates that the supper was a dull afihir at first for the Emperor 
was silent, and none present not even Murat dared to take the 
first wurd Napoleon at length enquired tho distance from Cadis 
to DantDC. "Too lar Sire” rephed Bapp "I understand yoa ” 
said the Emperor but in a few months General it will be greater 
— * So much tho worse. Sire,” continued the GcnernL There was 
another intcml of sOcnee, whldi neither Jlurat nor Bcrthlcr, whose 
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countenances, meanw^hile, Tveie ngidly scrutinized, ventuied to bieak. 
At length, Napoleon, m a low and serious tone, resumed the con- 
veisatum ’“Gentlemen,” he said, “I see cleaily that yon have no 





relish for the war The King of Naples has reluctantly qmtted the 
fine climate of his own kingdom, Berthier desires nothmg better 
than to himt on his estate at Grosbois, and Rapp is impatient to 
inhabit his mansion at Pans.” The Kmg and the Pnnee sfall said 
nothmg, but Rapp frankly avowed that his Majesty had spoken 
the truth Napoleon, with all his knowledge of mankind, does not 
appear to have foreseen that, by ennching his generals, loading them 
with honours, and surrounding them with pomp and luxury, he was 
tempting them to defection. It never, perhaps, occurred to him, that 
the Kmg of Naples — though now himself become a fountain of 
honour — and the Sovereign Prmce of NeufchS,tel could possibly be 
actuated by a spmt dififeient from that which animated the same 
men when, from bemg mere soldiers of the Army of Italy, they first 
became distmgmshed at Montenotte and Lodi, as the indefatigable, the 
ardent, the chivalrous Joachim Murat and Alexander Berthier nor 
was this commencement of proof to the contrary, suflicient to convince 
him that his paitiahties -and piepossessions might betray his judgment 
A cool and calculatmg observer, however, might, from this period, 
have predicted that the star of Napoleon was on the wane. 
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were formally introduced to the regiment ■with thpir new honour*. 
These attcntionfl operated at a spell upon all datses The sold 
remarked to each other, that them Great Emperor, who decided 
&to of nationa with a word, descended m behalf of his follower! 
the mmntest particular*, end treated them all as member* of 
fionfly "With the knowledge of such fects, it is not raipnraig 
that men were wiQiiig to accompany ham whithcitoevur ho should 
lead 

At the approach of the French anny, the Bnsaian*, who had 
advanced to the Niimen to contest the passage, retired without 
hnmr drn g a hlow At two in the morning on the 23xd of Juno, 
the Emperor reached his advanced posts m the naghbourhood of 
Kowno, and, putting on the cloak and bonnet of a Pohsh hght 
horBcraan, rode forwojd, accompamed only by General Hoxo, to 
explore the banks of the nver for a favourable spot to cross. This 



was found at a point where the stream was narrowed by n projection 
of the bank near the >'illagc of Poniimcn just above Kowno; and 
order* were accordingly given (o turn tbc heads of the column* 
m this direction and have them m readiness to pas* the nrer at 
ughtfdL 
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In tlic com=o of tlic dav, the mIioIc of the tioops nriiiccl on the 
hank*; of tlic inei One dmsion icstcd oppo'Jitc Giodno, anothci 
formed on Piloin, hetween Giodno and Konno; and the thiid on 
Xogaiiski, a fann a little be\oiid Konno. The •spectacle Mas mag- , 
nificcnt — nearly half a million of men, among mIioiii Mere npMaids of 
eighty thousand caaalry, in all the ‘'plcndoiir of imlitniy ana}, ime i 
gathcicd in tliicc might} masses, llu‘>hcd m ith hope and thirsting foi 
renoMii. under a leader mIiosc name Mas a MatcliMoid thionghout the 
earth, to cany their fame and achicmients to the confines of the 
cmlircd arorld AVitli them mcic si\ bridge equipments, one besieging 
tram, se\cral thousands of pioMsion Maggons, innnmeiable holds of 
oxen, thirteen Imndicd and sixty-lMo pieces of cannon, and many 
thousands of artillery and hospital m aggons and carts The glittering 
eagles, the sti earning of flags and baiincis, the clash of aims, the 
trampling and nciglung of hoiscs, the strains of martial music, and 
mcessant bustle and actmt}’’, kindled enthusiasm m cvciy bicast All 
doubt, despondency, reluctance, and rcgict vanished, and cveiy one 
seemed eager to be foiemost in the lacc of glory about to open 

ToM'ards evemng, a feiv sappers crossed the incr in a sldff Tlie 
only person they sav" M'as an aimed Cossack, vdio demanded the 
pmpose of foieign troops m the Russian terntoiies “ To beat youi 
Empeior, and take Wilna,” M'^as the icjily, upon mIiicIi tlie patiol 
Muthdrevr mto a ncighbourmg ivood, into M^hich tlirce French soldiers 
discharged then pieces, in token of hostihty These sounds alone 
annoimced this tremendous mvasion Immediately afteinvaids, three 
hundred voltigeuis were put across to protect the establishment of 
three budges, M^hich General EbM M^as ordered to constmet, and two 
hours after dusk, all bemg in readmess, the columns began to file 
across the nvei, as silently as possible At sun-iise, next moimng, 
the Emperoi took his stand neai one of the budges, and encouraged 
the men as they passed, by his presence and exhortations In the 
course of the monung, a violent thimder-stoim arose, which has 
smee been regarded as an ominous welcome to the Southrons m that 
wild land, but no auguries were deduced from it at the time 

It was now ascertained that the Russian armies of the ftontiei, 
numbering about three hrmdred thousand men, were in full retreat 
on all sides, evidently intending to evacuate Lithuania, without 
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})ftBnYtTng a blow Napoleon, ^«iron« of opening tlxe cjanpoign 
witi. a victory, urged forward hi* colranni with tho utmost culenty 
Heir oourto however, was impeded for awhile by on acadout. Tho 
retreatmg Coesachi had broken down the bndgo of tho Ylha — a 
Btretm numing mto the Ni^on bcnde the walla of Kowno A 
Folmh squadron of light honemon rogurdleM of tho obstacle, dashed 
into the r iv e r The tide, however had been swollen and rendered 
nnpetooTU by recent heavy rams, and when tho swumners reached the 
middle of the curreiit they were separated, and many swept away and 
engulphed. Some struggled bravely against tho torrent but, even 
tualiy finding them efforts xmavailing, they turned their lost looks 
towards Napoleon, who, with deep emotion, watched them fium tho 
hffnVj and, as they were unkmg, they shouted “ Vivo ITEmpcrcur I ” 
Napoleon waited at Kowno, where ho cstahhahod hospitals and a 
gamton, till his wholo army had crossed tho Ni6mcn— a space of 
three days. 

Proceeding thcnco, tho advanced guard ornred, nt two in tho 
aflcmoon of tho 27th, beneath tho walls of Wilna, having encountered 
no oppoflition, nor discovcrod any appearance of an enemy except 
a few predatory Cossacks, who were promptly dispersed, on tlio road 
Dispositions were now mode for a tenons attack tho next morning — 
Nopoleon having no suspicion that tho enemy would abandon so 
important a post — covering as it did three lines of magannes — 
without at least a show of resistance. Alexander however having 
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licard that (he Xuhnen Ma'^ ci liad nlicatly, aflci selling fire to 
liis proM‘=ions and ‘Flores, in oidei that they niiglit not fall into the 
hands of the Ficnch, coniincnccd n ictrogradc inoAcinent. lie had 
been for some time at AVilna itJi his Com t ; and had vauntmgly 
promised the citi7cns that their habitations should not be defiled by 
the presenee of invaders But ^^hcn at a ball, gnen by General 
Beningsen, at the cnctlc of Zacrest, he heard of the rapid advance of 
Xapoleon into the llii'^siaii temtor), he instantly quitted the dance, 
and gave orders for a retreat, which, it ina}' be added, ^^ns executed 
vith such alacrit}*, that the mo\cmcnt resembled a flight Tlic cavaliy 
of the French ad^anccd-guald -a as speedily despatched in pmsuit 
towards IDii'^sa ; and, mcanAvhilc, at noon on the 28th, Najiolcon, 
Avith the Folisli guard of Pnnee Radzivnl, made Ins pubhc cntiy into 
Wiliia, “ amid the fcn'cnt acclamations of a people ylio icgardcd him 
as their Libciatoi ” 

The first act of the Empcroi, aftci taking possession of the Lithu- 
aman capital, was to organize a pronsional goveinment foi the 
provmcc , of which j\t Bignon, since dishnguislied as authoi of ‘ The 
Testament of Napoleon’ and a ‘ liistory of Ficnch Diplomacy,’ was 
appointed French Commissioner Tlic Diet of "Warsaw, about the 
same time, summoned a gcncial confederation, and, under the presi- 
dency of Adam Czaitormslvi, proclaimed tlic ic-cstabhshment of 
Poland, summoned all their countiymien to quit the seiwice of Russia, 
and rally round the national standard , and, finally, sent a deputation 
to Napoleon, announcing what they had done, and entreating his 
assistance towards the entire restoration of the kingdom m its ancient 
integrity We imploie,” said the petitioneis, the suppoit of the 
Hero, to whose name belongs the history of the age, and who is 
endowed with the might of Providence Let the Gi eat Napoleon 
pronounce his fiat, that the kingdom of Poland shall exist, and it wiU 
be estabhshed The Poles m return will unite at once, and unam- 
mously, in the service of him to whom ages are but as a moment, and 
space no more than a pomt.” The answer of Napoleon, when we 
remember his language previously to the commencement of the war, 
appears unexpectedly cold and dubious. If I had reigned,” he 
sard, when the first, second, or thud partition of Poland took place, 
f would have armed my people in your behalf When I conquered 
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"WarsaTr, I instantly restored it to freedom If your efforts are rmam 
Tnoaa you may compel your enemies to recognise yonr rights but the 
country is so exteniire, and the distance from Franco so great, that 
your hopes of success m the attempt to throi^ off the yoke of your 
oppressors, must chiefly depend on your own muted efforts.” 

It might be reasonably mierred from this language that the Poles 
had not exhibited such spirit and energy as was deemed necessary to 
entitle them to a pledge of freedom yet, that this was not the case 
we hare the direct testimony of Napoleon himself who in his sixth 
buUetm announemg the omral of the Grand Army m Lithuania, 
says ‘ The people of Poland are rising on every side Pnests, 
nobles peasants, women, all concur m demanding the re-establislimont 
of tberr nation- The umvarial deaire for liberty indeed, could not 
bo for a moment doubted- It was displayed m public and in private 
by all classes Tho national banners were unfurled and, after being 
consecrated by the clergy were paradod throngh aty town and 
TiHago followed by mul&tudos of people in tie onaent costume of 
the country which bad been proscribed by tie despoDcrs. Tie 
mhobitanta stopped to embrace and cosgratuloto coci oticr in tie 
streets and on tio roods and nothing was tailed of but tio opening 
day of glory and mdcpcndonce 'Whj that indopondonco was not 
distmctly promised as the reward of tho excrtioni of a bravo and 
generous race it is vain now to enquire. Tho Emperor un 
doubtedly felt shackled by his engagements with Austria and Prussia, 
and at that moment the alliance of those powers was of vital import- 
ance to him since the suppbes for his troops, tho advance of his 
reinforcements, hii communications with Franco and his retreat, in 
case of disaster all depended upon their sufferance, but there must 
bare been something beyond this os it was well known that Austria 
was willing to exchange Galhcm for her lUynan provinces, and 
Prussia had been already depnved of most of her Polish posteanons, 
and had not thought of stipulating for their restoration- Tie result 
of tio conduct pursued might easily have been foreseen; the Poles 
became dissatufied and msteod of supporting biopolcon, with their 
lives and fortunes, looked coldly on liti enterprise, ond mode a pro- 
fitable tralHc of their hospitality Even tho Lltliuaiuon Prornicraal 
( ovemraent remained mactirc os men fearful of licing callcil to 
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for tlicii nrt<. and unccitain to mIjoiii tlic acrount ■would be 
finalh rendered 'J'lieii (imidttv •wn'^ ‘jucli indeed, (bat of a guaid 
of bonoiii, vbicb liad been propo’^ed a*; a inaik of ie‘;pcet to tbc 
Emperor, ibrcc A olnnlcci < onh il i*^ caul c\ci made tben appearance 
on paiade “ }Iad I’oland been legcnoiated,*’ Pc Ilouiiiennc, 
“ Napoleon ■would liaAC found (be meanc of succecdini^ in Ins expe- 
dition In Ins maicb ujion i^foscon, Inv lear and supplies ivoiild 
lia\c been protected, .and lie ^^ould lm\e secured (bat rcticat 'wliicli 
subsequent lc^el CCS rendcied but too needful ” 

The Ficncli head-quarters weic established at A\Tlna foi eighteen 
da^s, A\hich the Empcioi occupied in endca\our]ng to remedy the 
mischiefs A\hicli had bcf.illcn a gie.at poition of Ins army, in conse- 
quence of tbc deficiency of Ins Coinmissaiiat It was a novelty in 
the militaiy system of Napoleon, foi an .Triny undci his command to 
be biiidencd with the convc}ancc of its own supplies IIis tioops 
had usually subsisted on contributions Icncd m the laiious countiics 
w*luch had been the scat of war, and noiv that it had become 
imperative for them to dcxicnd on icsouiccs entiicly independent of 
the localities they were to tr.avcrsc, the want of cxiiencncc pioduced 
innumerable blunders and dela)*s in entering into contiacts, calculating 
means of transpoit, and in short in or cry parLiculai which icquiicd 
ngilance and piccaution on the p.aits of suboidinatc oflicers and 
men N.apoleon himself had contciniilatcd all contingencies, and 
given directions for arrangements, wdiich, had they been completed 
with the spirit in w'hich they w^erc conceived, w^ould have amply 
sufficed foi the circumstances, but negligence and want of skill, in 
those entrusted with the details, pioved fatal to the service of the 
Empeioi at the very commencement of the campaign "V^Tien the 
ai-my crossed the Ni^men, not a third of the piovision-waggons and 
herds of cattle, mtended foi the use of the troops, had reached head- 
quarters, and, on haltmg at Wilna, the Empeioi learned that the 
pnvations of some portion of the army had been such, that many 
hundreds of men, and about ten thousand horses, were left dead on 
the road, horn hunger and fatigue Before the middle of July, 
although not a battle, and scarcely a skirmish, had been fought, 
twenty-five thousand patients encumbered the hospitals at Wilna , 
and the neighhouimg villages and hamlets were filled with persons 
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periflhmg for want of medical naaistance and neccasary fooi Thus 
grcmriwtancodj the aoldienj n aUira lly resorted to pillage for the means 
of snstenance, and their eiactione contnbnted, as much as the coolncai 
of the Emperor to ahenate the affectaona of the inhabitants Napoleon 
did all m his porrer to repair these nxnucrons erilf but hii army 
■was too xmwieldy and composed of too many tmds of soldiers to bo 
subjected readily to the stnet discipline which he had been accustomed 
to exact. 

Meanwhile the corps of Murat, Oudmot, and Noy, rapidly fol 
lowed the retreating Ctar towards Enssa, while Davonst advanced 
towards Minah and Vigumen, to intercept the army of Bagration and 
the Cossack force under Platoff, which, m the flight of tho Ruisian 
Grand Army had been left bohmd upon the Ni^mcn, and upon 
tyfairb the Kmg of Wes^haha was now pressing m front Alexander, 
pereervuig the danger in which one important divisaon of his army had 
been placed, by the rapid moroments and tlrillul combmatioiis of tho 
French m order to gam time to rotnevo his errors and receive rem 
forcementi sent an aidc*do-camp. Count Balachoff to AV'ilna, under 
pretenco of opening negooatioDt for peace Isapolcon received tho 
envoy with kmdnoss and expicst cd the hvehest regret, that there 
should have occurred a rapture between himself and tho Butsian 
Emperor, which he said he had done all m his power to avoid. 
Balachoff stated, that his master was ready to rcsumo tho Conlinonlal 
System, and would consent to treat upon that basis, on condition that 
tho French army repassed tho Ni^mcn, and omeunted tho Buifian 
temtory This unreasonable proviso was instantly rejected " Treat 
on the field, hero at MTlim,” rephed Napoleon. “ Diplomatists 
would come to no conclucon when tho oxigcnacs of tho moment were 
removed. Let Alexander sign admmiblo prchminancs, I will at 
onco repass the Nicmcn, and thus render peace certain ” If Alex 
andcr had smccroly desired to ncgoaalc this was a proposal which ho 
would readily have embraced but ho having manifested no diiposition 
to do so, Napoleon, on the IGth of July qmttcd '\\'ilna, to direct in 
person tho operations which he bad ordered for the more vigorous 
conduct of tho war 

The corps of Dagrabon was now completely surrounded Isapoleon 
himself was seven days march nearer llum that General to the fortific*! 
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catnp of Dii-=''a, wlntlicr ]]arcln> (Ic 'Jolly, ^^llo led (he llussiaii 
main anny, under the nominal command of Alexander, had retired, 
and %\ hither Ihigration ‘bought to fall haclc* DaA 00*^1 occujiicd oMinsk 
and Uic Lithuanian defiles, leading to A\*ileji''k and (he Dwina, oi 
Dima; and the King of M'c^ljihaha uas adiancmg fiom (ho Kiemen, 
Mith instiuctions to drnc the enemy into tlie siiaic pieparcd for him. 
Kothing hut the hlunderi. and obstinacy of .Icrome could have saicd 
Bagration from being ulteilj destroyed or captured. 'J'Jiat }oung 
Pnnee, hoMcvcr, uas Anin of his Imperial connexion, of his lo^alty, 
and of the command Mitli Mhich he had been entrusted; and bcmgnoiv 
required to act under the orders of Dai oust, an infcnor in lank, instead 
of coienng himself inth honour by obedience, he chose to icniain 
for three days utterly inactive, duiuig vhich Bagration had time to 
refiresh his troops and u ithdraiv, cautiously, to the soutlnvai d , u here, 
being unpursued, he crossed the Bcicrina at Bobiuisk, and finally 
reached the Dni(5pci (the ancient Boiysthenes) at IMohilofF Napoleon, 
bemg informed of the misconduct of liis broth ci, ivrotc to him m the 
foUoiving indignant terns : — “ It ivas impossible foi any manocmic 
to be iroisc executed In aifoiding time for Bagiation to i cheat, you 
have lost the firuit of the most able combinations, and the finest oppor- 
tunity for a successful cncountci, that has ocemred during the war ” 
J erome, considering tins treatment derogatoiy to his kingly title and 
office, at once threw up liis commission, and retiicd from the army to 
his oivn dominions, without even foru’aiding to the general who 
succeeded him the instructions he had received Napoleon might 
well, m after -life, exclaim that ** he had leceivcd httle or no support 
from the members of his family,” whom, without sufficient regard to 
their qualifications, he had endeavoured to make partakers of his high 
destmy and renown The coi-ps of Jerome was shortly afterwards 
placed under the command of Junot 

Bagration, notwithstanding the advantages afihided him, did not 
escape without a blow Davoust, by rapid counter -marches, had 
leached Mohiloff before the Bussians , and, though the latter num- 
bered about thirty-five thousand men, and the Trench force amounted 
to but twelve thousand, Davoust did not hesitate to offer battle The 
Russian General, attemptmg to force a passage through the handful of 
his opponents, on the 23rd of July, was defeated with great loss, and 
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compelled to change hia route, and descend the Dnieper Davonst s 
brave followers however, bemg wom-ont with fatigue and privation, 
were unable to continue the pursujt which enabled the Bzwaianj to 
find an unobstructed passage into their ancient temtone* at Novoi 
Bicho^ whence they shortly afterwards proceeded to reinforce the 
Grand Army at Smolensl 

Murat, Oudinot, and Ney during this period, had pushed after 
Alexander to the entrenched camp at Dnssa, where it had been 
proposed to concentrate the Russian anmes. Two or three partial 
actions occurred during the flight of the latter in which sometimes 
the French and at others the Russiaiis had tho advantage but, 
although earnestly desired by the French who were heartily tired 
with following the ahadow of an enemy whoso existence in any 
numbers could only be asoertamed by the devastation committed in 
retreating — the rums of towns and villages, the flames of burning 
com fields, end the mangled bodies of massacred Lithuanians — no 
general engagement could be snotched and, consequently, no signal 
victory The nUrmed Ciar did not oveu halt at Dnssa, bn^ oracn 
fltang r his poatioii there ascended the Pwina by Polotil, and fled to 
“^'itepsh tho corps of Goncral Wittgenstein being detached to 
observe the French right, and covta- St Fetenburgh, which was 
menaced by Macdonald Napoleon, apprized of tho abandonment 
of Dnaia, instantly issued orders for tho concentration of his army at 
Bearcnkowicn, whore on the 25th of July Pnnee Eugene had a 
sharp encounter with the corps of Doctoroff, tho commander of tho 
Russian rear guard, who was driven across tho Dvrina, and compelled 
to sock refuge in the long and narrow defiles before WitcpsL Tho 
object of the French Emperor had been to gam tho last named aty 
before tho enemy but having been outstripped in speed, ho now 
determmed to expel Barclay, and take tho place by assault. 

On the 2Gth, ifurat advanced to Osfrowno where ho Jed tho eighth 
regiment of hussars in a gallant attack against three regiments of 

! Russian cavalry The Bang on this occasion, fought at the head 
of ha men with the same romantic brav e ry and cntliusiasm as when 
n private in tho ranks Six captured cannons were the trophies of j 
th« dauntless charge. In tho cremng Murat was joined by Eugene; 

1 and, on tho following morning tlio Russians hnviDg rretired ran 
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forccmcnts and (alvcn a now pncition. icnoncd tljo conihal At 
the cnony ^va‘: ‘^ucccp'^fnl. bcaiiii" do^\n all opi) 0 ‘:ition by (be over- 
■wbcbnim:' numbers -wbicb he biongbl into ongngement Muial, 
seeing (bat confu'^ion uas arising among Ins soldiers, jdaced himself at 
the bead of a legiment of Polish lancers, and galloped headlong into 
llie (Inckest of the light Tlic Pussians in (nni ga^e uay, and entered 
some thick uoods in the neighbourhood iSajiolcon at (his moment 
reached (he spot, and, being informed ofA\hat had occuired, ascended 
a lull in front of his ad^ anced posts, and ha^ ing reconnoitred (ho 
positions of the enemy, gave ordeis for the ainn to march foinaid 
In the CAoning, the French tioops bnouacked in (he plain nhicli 
surrounds the citv’ of A\'itcpsk. 

On the 27th, bcfoic day-bicak, Uic army of Napoleon u as in motion, 
burning to resume the contest of the preceding day, and to complete 
the discomfiture then only commenced. Tlie fiist raj’S of the sim 
she'wed tlie enemy arrayed in battlc-ordei, evidently intending to 
defend the approaches to the city. Tlie deep rmilet of Luczissa 
alone separated the two armies A small budge was speedily tliroum 
over the ravine, and the French nished to the combat The fiist who 
advanced were about two hundred Pansian volligeuis, belonging to 
the nmth rcgmient of the line The sixteenth chasseurs followed, 
with some pieces of artillery Muiat, cntci taming too gieat a con- 
tempt for his opponent, and impatient to begin the battle, precipitated 
the chasseurs upon the whole Russian cavalry Tliey were speedily 
driven back, however, with dreadful slaughtci Tlie impetuous Kmg, 
no longer able to restiam his fiery spmt, galloped among the routed 
horsemen, and, calling them to follow, rushed upon the advancmg foe, 
who, disconcerted at such an unexpected assault, drew their bridles m 
dismay. The fifty-third followed the remams of the sixteenth, and 
the Russians, after a few moments’ mdecision, fell back hastily and m 
disorder In their retreat, they encountered the Parisian voltigeius, 
whom the lapid evolutions of the cavalry had isolated between the 
two armies Napoleon, who had taken post on an emmence whence 
he could overlook both amues, gave them up foi lost, but, with a 
courage and presence of mmd which could not be sui’passed, these 
brave men cleared foi themselves a passage through the midst of the 
enemy’s hnes, and left of then assailants more than then own numbei 



dead on tbo field. A thoat of tnompb rent tbo air oa tbe bold volu 
genn emerged from tbe cloud of amoke aod fire, irbich bad at first 
concealed tbcm, and stood m. the presence of (he great French annj’ 
Napoleon, -who bad Tratcbed them 'mth tbe utmort anxiety, mitantly 
despatched an officer to loam the corps to irbicb indi bravo men 
belonged, and to demand from tbomsclvcs TTbicb of tboir number 
most detervod tbo crota of tbo Legion of Honour, Trbicb bo placed 
at tbeir dwposaL ' Wo arc chfldren of Pans,” repbed tbo gaUxmt 
Toltigeura and placing their cap* on tbo point* of tbor biyonct*, 
they rc*ponded to the cheer* with -whicb they had boon greeted iritb 
loud acclamations of Vivo lEmpcmir)” The Ruwuois abortly 
afrenrord* withdrew to a itrongcr petition, and Napoleon put an 
end, for that day to tho battle, in order to prepare for a gcncial 
engagement next morning which tho dupotiUon and force of the 
Ituisian Commander m chief teemed to indicate hn intention of 
olTcnng 
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Baiclay dc Tolly, it is ‘-aid, had actualh ro'^ohcd to gnc battle on 
the moirow; but, in the coni'^c of the night, he iccci\cd infoimation 
of the csc,apc of Bau:iation acio'Js the Bnit'jicr, .and of his inaich upon 
Smolensk Upon this intelligence, the Kucsian quartcis u eie instantly 
abandoned u ith the nio^'t profound silence^ and so cxiicdiliously, that 
at day-hrc.ak on the 2Slh the c.ainp ua*; empty Napoleon, at first, 
uould scaiccly cicdit the report of this retreat, hut, liaslening for- 
M.ard, he had the mortification to find that the prire had too suiely 
eluded his gr.asp. Nothing had been left behind by the ictinng 
army; not a trace could be disco\crcd of the loulc it had taken, and 
uhen the Emperor cntcicd AVitcpsk, th.at cityuas ns desolate as tlic 
Bussian lines no one Avas to be seen in the sheets, and, after 
diligent search, only a feu Jcivs and Jesuits could be found in the 
houses, none of •whom -u'cic able to gn'o the least infoiniahon as to the 
flight of the troops oi the inhabitants 

Napoleon, pei'plexed by the conduct of Ins opponents, fixed Ins 
head-quarters, for sevcial days, at Witepsk, and held theie a council 
of -wai, to learn the opinions of his marshals .and generals on the 
course to be jmrsued The majority -wished that the aniiy should 
halt until the ensuing spi-mg, when the supplies -would h.ave .ainved, 
and tlie .army m the mterval nught leceive a new and moie effcchve 
organizahon The Empeioi, howcAm, could not hsten Aiuth patience 
to this over-cauhous advice It was yet the height of summer, and 
merely a few toAvns, villages, and huts had been conqueied, -with a 
foice which had been deemed adequate to ovenun tlie ahnost bound- 
less empue that had been invaded It was necessai-y that somethmg 
should be done to mamtam the glory of the Impenal arms, and the 
confidence of the soldiers Moscow was the goal of Napoleon’s hopes 
There, he flattered himself, he should find all that his troops needed , 
and the occupation of the ^^gieat, the sacred city” would strike the 
Bussians with dismay 

Meanwhile, the Czai’s Grand Army and that of Bagration weie 
united at Smolensk ; and his forces bemg now as numerous as that of 
his opponents, Baiclay de Tolly resolved to assume the oflfensive, 
hopmg to fall upon the Fiench' before their army could be concen- 
trated Napoleon, howevei, while appearmg to slumber, was closely 
watchmg the motions of the enemy, Avith a view to profit by any 
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blunder that might ensue No sooner, therefore, had Barclay s pur 
poae become apparent, than a plan tths formed to counteract hu move 
ments, get mto the rear of his army occupy Smolensk, and cut off hu 
commumcationi inth Moscow and the centre and south of Eusna* No 
tune was lost between the conception and execution of thu darmg 
design Suddenly remormg hu line of operation from "Witepak to 
Minsk, the Emperor pushed forward, with a hundred and eighty five 
thousand men, to the Dm^per so that, instead of moving towards the 
right of the enemy, where the Kuanans were strongest, he was found, 
when least looked for, upon their lefr-fiank and m their rear 

Napoleon quitted "Witepsk on the 13th of August, accompanied by 
the Guard, the Army of Italy, and three divmoni of the corps of 
Davoust while Murat, Junot Ney, and Pomatowilo, adranccd by 
different routes to support the movemenL After traversmg the woody 
country between tbe Dwma and the Dnieper the Emperor crossed 
the latter nver at Eossaana, where on the 14th, ho fixed hu head 
quarters for the night On the following day the army marched 
altogether prepared to fall, at a w o rd, into battle order Tho 
advanced guard drove before it several hordes of Cossacks who 
hovered around to destroy all tho bndges provwons, and forage that 
could be found m the Frondi Ime of march. On tho 1 5th at three 
m the afternoon, tho troops came m sight of Krasnoi which some 
Eussums endeavoured to defend, bnt they were speedily dulodged 
by Ney On entering the town, n division of six or eight thonsand 
of the enemy was observed posted a little beyond. Hiu was tho 
corps of Neweroskoi, which hod been sent forward from Smolensk to 
keep tho invaders m chock Tho Eussums, however did not wait to 
bo attacked but retreated on tho first menace Murat hastened 
forward in pursuit — tho ground bomg Ihvourablo for cavalry Nowo- 
roskoi conducted hu rctrogmdo march with such skill and bravery as 
won tho approbation of alL Ho united hu columns, and formed 
them mto a square of such thickness, that it was impossiblo for Murat 
to penotrato or throw it mto disorder ’When closely pressed by tho 
cavalry, the men freed about, awaited the onset with firmness dis- 
charged tlieir muskets, and resumed their retreat under cover of tho 
smoko Numerous diiEcultiCf impeded tho Eussiani bnt they la 
boured with undaunted jicrscrenincc and, surmounting every obstacle 




readied Smolcti'^k in tlic cvon5ni:~-1in\iim liuhr Inmdinl men 

in kiUca, n liiovi^and in \\oundcd and and tud.t t>5u-r^ nf 

cannon. This occurred on the Ihnin ror^ \dith-day; in hmi-mr 
%\'!nch and of tlio capture of KraMim. MnvnX nmi Xi y ord» tvd a ' dulr> 
to he fired from .n Inmdred picu“> of urt'dUrw — .1 (omidimctit which 
by no means gratified Napoleon; who tdccrud, ^hat *' it w-i*. ncct 
sory, in Rns^n, to be cconomii.nl of {:unpv»wdi r." 

The Russian commander*-, }lnrchy nml Jinirr.ilmn, finding that lb» \ 
had been outmanoeu\rcd, now* hu'-tmed to rtiriiM* thiir error and 
to sa\c Smolcii'^k , which, like Mo'-cow, wn** cdhd //'>/»;, and ron- 
sidcrcd besides as the kcj of ancient Ru‘^‘'ia *j’hc inhabitant^* of tlu'i 
city were just reluming from their temple'^, where tiny bad been to 
offer tbanksgisings foi some imngmurs >ictones of their troops, when 
Ncweroskoi returned, with the bleeding remnant of bis corps, to 
inform them that the lictonous Rreneb were nt their gates, 'J'owmds 
CTemng, on the IGth, Napoleon, with tlic main body of liis anny, 
arriTed beneath the walls of the place; nnd, shortly aftcrwaids, 
clouds of dust upon the opposite bank of tlic })nn'*per announced the 
approach of a succouring army of Russians. The Emperor ascended 
an eminence m the sicinity to reconnoitre, and thence pcrcciicd 
sereral dense columns of men moving foiwnrd with the utmost 
celenty It was Barclay nnd Bagration, hurraing, with breathless 
speed, to the rescue of Smolensk. Napoleon, as their long array of 
ghttcnng arms became dislinguisbablc, could not rcfiaiu from ex- 
pressmg his satisfaction "At length, I ha^o them!” lie exclaimed; 
and, leaving the hill, ho passed rapidly along the line of Ins own 
troops, assigned to each commandci his station, and made nil neces- 
sary arrangements for the battle, which he holievcd would be fought 
next day 

The Russian Commandei-in-chief, however, aware of Ms inability 
to cope with Napoleon m the field, remained, during the 17th, wutliin 
the walls of Smolensk, whence he despatched Bagration and a stiong 
corps on the road towards Elnia, to cover the flight of the inhabitants, 
and to convey from the city such stoics and provisions as could bo 
removed ou the instant The Trench meanwhile attempted to cairy 
the place by a coUp-de-main; but the walls were too high and thick, 
too strongly flanked by towers and bastions, and too well manned to 
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be stormed on a first assault After a day s hard fightmg tbercforc 
m Tduch the fire from tbe besieged and tbe bedegers did about equal 
execution, the Buwnans remained masters of the aiy and Napoleon 
bad merely gamed a few posts m the enyircma. At mght the attack 
was contained and Connt Loban, obtanrmg possession of the ditch, 
wna enabled to act vith greater effect m dislodging the defenders. 
Soon after midnight, soma shells hanng been thrown orer the wills, 
thick columns of smoke, and subsequently, crackling sparks and J^ra 
midal flames were seen nsmg into the air finm all quarters of the 
These soon unihng mto a mass, announced a general and fearful 
conflagration, the effect of which was heightened by frequent eiplo- 
aiona of gunpowder, the whirling on high of blacng fragments, and 
awfhl crashes accomp anyin g the fall of large bmldingt and churches 
At first, the French behered the disaster to have been occasioned by 
their own bombardment but the extent of the devastation soon 
convinced them that it moat have been the work of the Kuasumi 
themselves who had adopted the desperate resolntion of destroying 
their habitations rather than sufTer them to shelter the invaders of 
their sofl. The day had been hot and harasamg the night was dear 
and beautifuL The Em peror fcat ibr some tune m front of his tent, 
gaxmg in gloomy silence upon the progress of the flames * The 
spectacle,” he said, m the buUotm which announced the event to the 
French people, resembled that offered to the mbabitants of Naples 
by an eruption of Vesuvius ” 

About two m the morning of the 18 th the Poles of Poniatowila 
penetrated withm the waHi and found that, afler committing it to the 
flames tho Rusnans had evacuated the aty, leaving their dead and 
wounded m the midst of the burnin g nuns "When Napoleon entered, 
it was o v er hug© heaps of mangled and black ening bodies many of 
which stfll retained life and consaousness Tho French soldiers were 
horror-stnckcn Tho first cares of the Emperor were to arrest tho 
progrea of the flames and to attend to the wonts of tho poor wretches 
whom their comrades Tiad abandoned and who though enemies of 
the most barbarous land and character, were treated with all the 
lfmdnf>f fmd attention whiA humanity could pioiupL 

After having surveyed tho outaurks and fortificatiotti of Smolendt 
Nopolcon ascended an anaent tujrct, frum an embrasure of which ho 



was enabled to exanune tbe new position of tlie Russians on the 
further bank of the Borysthencs A shght glance sufficed to con- 
vince him that the enemy was in full retieat — Barclay having taken 
the road to St Petersburgh, and Bagiation that towards Moscow 
With his customary penetiation, the Empeioi immediately suimised 
that this voluntary separation of two armies, winch had been at such 
extreme pams, and made so many sacrifices to effect their junction, 
was merely a femt, and he accordingly oidered the pursuit, which 
was confided to Ney, to be made m the direction of Moscow. 

The enemy was soon overtaken and attacked, at the hill of Valou- 
,tma, where a furious engagement took place Four times the Russians 
were chased fiom their positions, and as often brought up reinfoi ce- 
ments and returned to the encoimter. Unity thousand men on each 
side weie successively brought mto action, and the carnage was 
terrible Never, perhaps, was more mdividual valour displayed than 
on this occasion The Russian General Toutchkoff was assailed m 
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tie midet of his own soldiers by a br a ve lientenant of the twelfth 
regiment, named Etienne, and compelled to dehver hu sword , ind 
General Gndin charged at the head of his dmnon with such nn 
petnons energy as swept every impe dim ent before him. Th e KattlA 
lasted till nightfall and the fiossians, through their superior know 
ledge of the groimd, were enabled to escape darnig the darkness 
The victory — if snch it might be called — was dearly pnrchased with 
the life of Gudin, who, at the close of the day fell mortally wounded. 
He was conveyed to Smolensk, where he shortly afterwards died, and 
was buned in the otadeL The Eusnan army would, it is said, have 
been completely broken and routed had Junot faithfully executed the 
orders which had been transmitted to him. He had been sent across 
tho Dnieper to prevent Bartday from roumting hii corps with that of 
Bagration and had thus an opportunity of attacking the latter m 
the rear hut, instead of acting with vigour he was undecided 
what to do, and remained totally inactive notwithstanding the urgent 
remonstrances of hfurat and tho adneo of General GonrgandL He 
refosed, m fact, to act on his own judgment, or to obey or follow 
the counsel of others divT«jmTng any snbordination except to the 
Emperor himself 

Napoleon was at Smolensk btuaed with despatches and arrango* 
ments, when he heard of this bottle He was mneb gneved at tho 
Ion of the intrepid Gudin and mortified beyond moasuro at tho 
miscondact of Junot, * I will see him no more ” ho exclaimed to 
Berthier " he shall be removed from his command, which I will 
give to Rapp who speaks German and who will therefore be best 
ablo to manage the ‘Westphalians ” ‘ Junot,” observet JL Laurent 
de 1 Ard^che, “ ■was always tho — mn sub-officer whom Bonaparte, as 
commandant of artiUery had remarked and become attached to on 
account of his sang froid and coortgo at tho siege of Toulon, But 
the Ropubhean Scijeant, on becoming Duke of Abnmtcs under tho 
Empire began to shew tho first ^mptoms of tho malady pnsamty] of 
which ho died. It was his inaction and obstinacy on tho present 
occasion that pres er ved tho Russian army from total destruction ” 

At dawn, on tho morning of the 19th, tho Emperor visited tho 
scene of the preceding day’s fight m person and passed in renew 
tho regiments which had distinguished themselves. The battahons of 
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Gudin's clnision ^\clc icduccd lo lucic platoons; but they w'cre 
animated mth honouiablc piidc, from a scii'^c of baMiig bia\cly dis- 
charged then duty. XCapolcon could not piocccd along tbcu fiont, 
mthout stepping o\cr piles of the ‘■lain, and trampling on ba;ioncts 
bent and tmsted in the dc^pciate conflict. His praises and icuards 
ucrc moic than usually hlieral, and his comersnlion and looks uerc 
tho'C of a father in (he midst of liis family. He declared that (he 
battle of Valoutiiia ivns one of the most bnllinnt exploits in the 
military hislor}* of the age. The twelfth, hi cnty-firsl, and huiidicd 
and tw en(y-sc^ enth regiments of the hue, and the seventh of light 
infantry, being .all Gudin’s icgimenls, rccened among them eighty- 
sc^cu crosses of the Legion of Honour and pi emotions The captains 

of tlic sc\enth were called mound the Empeioi, in a cucle “ Point 
out to me,” he said, " the best officer of yoiu regiment” “ Sue,” 
•was the reply, they me all good ” — “ Tliat is no answer,” continued 
Napoleon , “ come at least to the conclusion of Tlicmistoclcs, ‘ I am 
the jSrst, and my ncighboiu' the second ’ ” At last, Captain jMonccy, 
who was then absent on account of his wounds, ivas named. “'\^fliat*” 
cxclmmed the Emperor, “ Jfonccy, who was my page? The son of 
the Marshal? fScck another’” “Sire,” said the -veterans, ‘Mie is 
the best ” — " Ah, weU 1 ” resumed Napoleon, I shall give lum the 
decoration ” The hundred and twenty-se-v cnOi legmient had luUieito 
marched witliout an eagle, because it had not prcyiously had an oppoi- 
tunity to distinguish itself in action Napoleon now dchveied to it 
the mipenal ensign 'witli own hands None of the tioops winch had 
taken part in the engagement were foi gotten For all tlieie were 
substantial rewards, and, what by the soldiers were deemed of equal 
value, kind words, smiles of encouragement, enquiries as to then 
wants, and sympathy for then sufferings. The Emperor, then the 
master of more than thiee-fourths of Europe, “ kmg of lungs,” the 
marvel of the woild, was looked upon and beloved as the veritable 
compamon in arms of the meanest pnvate m the lanks of his army 
But while shedding glory, and confeirmg honours and happmess on 
others, the Emperor himself was a prey to the deepest anxiety and 
dejection His brave troops were rapidly falling around him Pio- 
■visions were hard to be obtamed, and the -victones which had been 
wrested from the enemy had afforded no permanent advantage, nor 
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brotiglit a step nearer the hope or prospect of peace The system of 
■warfare adopted by the semi-saTago tribes, mto -whoto temtory the 
French had advanced, began now to be nnderttooi The bnrmng 
and ravage of the cotmtry were not the mere effect of sudden de*. 
peration, but of cool and calculating determination, formed upon the 
Tnanm which Napoleon had expounded in Egypt, flinfr " on army 
cannot exist in the midst of nuns * Mareover, the Butaians con 
verted their 'vrodc of destruction into a double-edged weapon agamst 
thear mvaders, for, afier setting fir© to then* towns and vzDagcs, 
destroying their com and hay, and brealmg down thoir hndgcs, 
they represented these things as the acts of French mcendiancs 
" legions of demons,** as they were called, “ led on by Anbchnst" 
Ey these falsehoods, the terror of die inhabitants was raised to such 
excess that all classes fled ffom die face of the foe as &om a pestilence^ 
Nobles and peasants hastened mto the mtenar of the country and, 
even when they returned, refused to touch ought that had been 
defiled by French use One great fear of the Bunaan boyards, u said 
to have been, * that the alarcjs would use up and throw off thoir 
bondage and that the doctnuos of the Bevolntion would loosen tho 
grasp of tho wealthy upon tho iTTetched sct6 rrho composed tho 
population of tho country Tho most nnproboblo ond disgusting 
fables were consequenUy resorted to, to exato horror and disgust 
among tho lowest of the people, whoso ignorance and superstition 
■were thus made the means of perpetuating thor degrading 'vnssalago. 
What made these aspemons more bitter was tho fact, that no oppor 
tumty of mtercourso •with tho population ■was allowed for confntmg 
thcm« tin, at length, the soldiers, advanemg fimm ■wildcnicas to •wilder 
noas from ono conflagration to another began to entertam •vague, but 
dubcortenmg prfw fmhTTifmtu , tbftt tbs campaign if continned would I 
bo rumous to tho noble array engaged in it. 

Smolensk was at this time a vast hospital. Fifteen largo bnck | 
bnU ding i, which been saved from tbo flames, were entirely 
occupied by tbo sick and wounded and numbers had been left 
behind, at W TTna and Witepsk. hfcdicino and surgical rcqamtcf 
■wero to deficient, ♦bnt tho surgeons •wero compeHcd to tear up their 
own linCTi for dressings and, when this failed, to have recourse to 
parchment and paper; and finally, to the down gathered from tbo I 
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bircli tiees vdtli 'svlucli tlie Eussian forests abounded. Food and 
foiage could scarcely be procured in any dnection, and reports of 
constantly occurring deatFs Irom starvation, added to the gloom and 
anguish of the Emperor, and to the melancholy forebodmgs of his 
followers 

To counterbalance, in some shght degree, the many distressing 
considerations which weighed upon Napoleon’s mmd, he had the 
satisfaction, while at Smolensk, to learn that IMacdonald, who had 
been detached horn the Grand Army to blockade Eiga, had obtamed 
several considerable advantages over the enemy , and, m addition to 
maintaining possession of Courland, had stricken St Petersburgh itself 
with panic. Farther south, Oudmot, and after him St Cyr, had 
signally defeated General Wittgenstem, at Oboiazma, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Polotsk, and Pegmer and Schwartzenbmg had beaten 
and routed the forces of Toimasoff, at Gorodeczna 

At a council of wai, held under these cucumstances, several of the I 
French generals were of opinion, that the army should rest where 
it now was but this, m a wasted country, with a greatly disor- 
ganized army, and m quarters straitened by the recent conflagration 
of Smolensk, appeared to be impossible Our troops,” aigued 
Napoleon, “ may advance, but are mcapable of remaining stationary. ; 
Motion may keep them together, a halt or retreat would at once 
dissolve them. Ours is an army of attack, not of defence, of 
operation, not of position We must advance upon Moscow, gam 
possession of that capital, and there dictate terms of peace to the 
Czar ! ” His experience had not yet prepared him for the extent 
of sacrifice which the infiinated Russians were capable of making 
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ALCSANDCa AT MOICOW— ^ADTAI<OB Of TUC FUKOU ARMT— PO*TmAIT Of 
mi ciKo or Roul — battlx or tub uoikwa 18 L^ 



aoeb to obtain iroth ffupplica of men 
and moTwy and to Iciim the duposition 
of his subjects Alexander had qiatted 
his army immediately on its retreat to 
"Witopak and hastened to Moscow, where 
jncetmgs of the nobles, the pnnapal 
dorgy and the wealthiest merchants of 
the empire had already been convoked, 
to deliberate on the measures rendered 


necessary by a French invasion Tho whole of Russia was by tins 
time m a ferment Every defeat of her troops in former campaigns 
liad been invanahly represented a* a victory At Austcrhtz at Fried 
land — wherever MoscoMte soldiers and those of Napoleon hod crorrfd 
arms — according to the bulletin* of tho Czar the ** Children of the 
Revolution had been compelled to Ticld to the sopenor valour and 
•kill of (ho ‘ Loyal Armies of the North ” The temerity of the 
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1 French Empeioi m cutcmig niion the saciccl tcintoiy, ■whose fiontier 
he liad never bcfoic daictl to cross, elicited the piofoundcst astonish- 
ment as well as mdignatiou m all classes of tliosc who had been I 
taught to legal d thcmsch cs as his congucrors It ncvci occuried 
to the Russians, gcueially, to doubt the tiuth of what had been told 
them respcctmg their foiiuei achievements , dicy, thcicfoic, saw only 
m the expedition of ISTaiiolcon an audacious attcmiit to avenge former 
disgiaccs, by caiT}*ing Avanton havoc into the homes of liis biavest 
opponents All that could be conceived of baseness or pci'fidy m 
man, all tliat could be gathcicd of mcc or ciimc fiom the annals, 
even of Russia, "uas chaigcd upon the new Moloch of the age,” 
affirmed in pioclamations, pi cached as gospel by die pnests, and 
imphcitly beheved by the Scythian natives Hence it became a 
question of ichgion and of life itself, foi the whole Russian people 
to umte, as one man, agamst the supposed foe of the human lace and 
of the Almighty 

In ordei that the reception of Alexandei m Ins ancient capital might 
be lendeied as impressive as possible, a scene was aiianged foi the 
occasion, by Count Rostopchm, the goi'emoi of the city The digm- 
taiies and nch boyards of the emphe weie assembled at die Kjremhn, 
and the Coimt, m a stiam of eloquence adapted to then compie- 
hension, addiessed them on the flagiant enormities which the French 
tyrant daily committed, on his expiessed deteimmation to depnve 
Russia of its mdependence and nationahty, to plunder and give its 
to'wns and cities to the flames, to massacre the best and bravest of 
the mhabitants , to destroy the temples and to change the rehgion of 
the land When the earnest tones and vehement gestmes of the 
Governor had aroused his auditors to the requisite pitch of enthu- 
siasm, the Czai suddenly made his appearance m the midst of them, 
and, bemg received with the ■wildest acclamations, concluded the 
harangue which Rostopchm had commenced He spoke of his love 
for the Russians, his devotion to the customs and religion of his 
country, of his flxed resolution to make no peace "with the "man of 
treachery and blood,” while the presence of a smgle Frenchman 
polluted his dominimons , and concluded by demandmg sacrifices com- 
mensmate ■with the mgent necessities of the case, and the greatness 
of his design "The disasters with which you aie threatened,” said 
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ho **iliotild qaickon ycmr docmcm m to iho moim* of coTurumnuiting 
tho nnn of tho onomy ” 

Scgur I account of thu mooting 10 the docnption of a mtd rabble, 
rather than of sages or patriot* The Jong beards, glaring eye*, con 
vulscd features, Tmthing arm*, clenched fists, foaming bps, 
teeth ana feroaom cuiacs and imprceationa of the a»cmbly iheired 
hoTT deeply all were oxated by tho terrible pidnica of foreign 
domination which had been prcKmted to them. Tho oljcct of Alex 
andcr wa. accompluhed. 'llTien ho had finuhed ipealong 
exclamation arose * Demand nil I ''ni offer all ! accept all 1 
noble* mumimoosly offered to recruit tho array of the Ctar wit 
out of CT 'c n " hundred of their serfs whilo some agreed to arm 
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I equip those jicldctl by thoii estate?, nl their oum expense. Hie 

I Grand Duchess Anne, ulio had entertained liopes of shnnng the j 
throne of Fiance uith tlic then fiicnd of lier In oilier, cMiiccd lier 
chagrin. In furnishing a uholc icgiiiicnt to fight against llic renegade 
by ■\\hoiii she lind been disappointed. PlalofT, the Cossack llclman, 
promised his only daughter .and two hundred thousand rubles (about 
forty-fi\c thousand pounds sterling), to any man uho should slay 
Kapolcon The merchants •volunt.anly imposed on tlicmsches con- 
tributions. amounting, in sci cr.al instances, to lialf their fortunes ; and 
the inhabit.ants of iMoscow undertook to raise and equip an .army of 
eighty Oiousand men. “In proportion,” sa}s !Mr. JIarlitt, “as men 
approach to a saa.agc or half-ciMli/cd state, the hateful passions aic 
usually predominant, and credulity and terror arc natiu.ally excited 
ag.aiust any supposed ■violence oi MTong meditated by others, from a 
knowledge of what ihcmsclves .arc m tlie habit of suffering oi in- 
flicting. P.assion is .alw.ays cncigctic; and nothing ni.aJccs us sooner 
forget oiuselvcs than our dicad oi hatred of others.” It m.ay be 
doubted, ncrcrtlieless, whether tlic phiensy of the Bussians would 
have been suflicieut to induce tlicm to consent to the suicidal 
destruction of their Holy City, which, from the C/.ar’s obscure hmts 
at the “means of consummating Hapolcon’s ruin,” appeals to have 
been .alicady contemplated. Tlicir tie.asurcs, and the blood of their 
slaves, were of tnfling account in companson until their own house- 
hold hc.ardis, their national suxicrstition, and tlicir leveience foi 
“Mother Moscow,” winch contamed the rehes of their saints, and 
the tombs of their forefathers, and was, besides, the scene of almost 
all their nmacles Bostopchm seems thoroughly to have imderstood 
the temper of his countrymen on this as on othei pomts, foi while 
he dihgently employed himself in collecting combustibles, and manu- 
facturing various kinds of destnictive fire-woiks to be used in the 
meditated conflagiation, he occupied a numbei of females m con- 
structmg laige balloons, from which, he said, he mtended to showei 
down fire upon the invaders The people, amused by the novelty of 
the expedient, lent all the assistance they could to a design, which, 
had it been made pubhc, would have been universally execrated 
From Moscow, Alexander hastened to St Petersburg , whence, afrei 
causmg Te 'Deum to be celebiated foi the constant “victories” of his 
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troopa — thnB, to om the langoage of Napoleon on the inlgect, ‘lying 
not to man alone, bnt to God,” — he despatched General Kutmoff to 
supersede Barclay de ToUy as Commander m-chief of hu forces 
‘ thmlnng ’ says a Kusaian au^or that a Kusaian name, at the 
head of the army "wsa necessary to nationaliie the -ttbi ” Baitday 
Tvas a German of Scottish extraction and, though enjoying in a high 
degree the confidence of the Ctar, was disliked by most of the 
Busman generals His successor was a genmne Scythian m feature* 
and character and, though utterly incompetent to direct the ope- 
rationi of a cmliied army, was, perhaps better adapted than a 
man of greater talent, to command a congregated multitude of half 
(hsaphned barbarians Barclay, on quitting bis post, was appomted 
war minister at St, Petersborgb. 

In the meantime, Napoleon, baying determined to odyanco upon 
Moscow after a few days rest m Smolensk, pushed fonvard m 
pursuit of the still retreating Busmans who continued to destroy 
everything likely to be rendered available for food or sheltor in 
their Ime of march X)orogobotyo was drained of iti population, and 
given to the flames like TVitepsk and Smolensk and tho roads beyond 
that town wore thickly str e im with tho bodies of starred and over 
dnvon men, women, and children who had forsaken thmr habitations, 
under tho fear that the approaching French would mflict upon them 
some newly invented horrors worse than death itself On tho 28th 
of August, Napoleon’s advanced guard overtook tho enemy on a plain 
and, after o shght wkirmuih, drove thorn with the utmost prcapitation 
to Viaxma, which was instantly sot on fire and abandoned. Shortly 
after noon, on tho Ist of September, tho corps of Murat took pos- 
session of Gjati, only a portion of which the Kusaians hod time to 
bum. Here n French resident como to wolcomo his countrymen 
and to inform thorn that, Barclay de ToUy having been removed and 
Butusoff appomted to tho chief command of tho army a general 
battle hnfl been determined upon os tho means of saving I^Ioscow •— 
Kutusoff in order to toko up a Ihvourablo position for this purpose, 
having retreated to tho plains of tho Borodino 

h»opolcon halted two days at Gjnti to rcErcA hi* soldiers, and 
resumed his march on tho 4tlu A slanniih took place on that day 
between tho French advanced guard and a horde of Co^ack* In 
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'Oit.-Ji. ntvArdini: to iljr j.uli rthtinn of th» \<'trrnn riit»>n, 

ojjo of thr ^lovro^J^r ofluu*, Inini! wotuuh'd, f>r<l< r* (1 n •^orrrxM, 

%\),o '’r.'oinj'T'it* d Idsii. I’f’ * »utnlh !»( itr^ in tin jin^tncr of tin* 

nltolf l^md, for lint Invnn* tnn.rd r'-id» iljr* rininv’*' l»,dl ni:r( f nbU 

to tljo !i nn* of Idi < :n:Arf nu Jit, On tin* .Vdi, tin Iltn'.jin nrnn wn*. 

« 

dt>:^o\^;<d 'trojnd) pfo;, il on 'in oli d jilnm. !>• tn < ni tin Knl<ini:n 

*ind tin ^^r^d.n T, u jth juJiidn r of 'l^dfnllv ron>trnrt<d ^nld-^\orl^‘’ 

0 

rid l’Tt<n(' jn fi<int nMl on tlir'r JlmK*. d'o jirot/r* tin* Idttli road 

to Mo t o« , n fornnt^’ildt r« dot.ljt h td l><n n tJirt«d, till' Xnjiolron 

no fonni- ' than In fod(i<d tt tf» !>' t do n, nnd tin diii^-ion of 

fn'ijil f'osnp^'n- of sin* of Duoin; iu!\ ftnrul jntordinith, 

rnd C'p’nrcd it n’ tin point of tin'* hi\tnnl, tlnntfth not Mjtliont 

*hn dit- r from tin* ll-din rt# d KtJ' rut ;irttllrr\. lit foro dii\ hrnk, 

• • 

on tin nih. tin I'mpt r«ir n i'* on Inn-.i 1> nK, dn •''’rd in htn fii‘;toniar\ 
"rfv onaf, nnd < \lnlutinir .ill tin* r.-tnn*’'! nlirtit\ of his rnrltrr 
cnntjniuit* . Accomjnnti d hx I'npp nnd (iVnoml r'lnhunrourt, the 
hrothcr r»f the hottr r-l.Jto«n dtjdontatist. nnd n f» u <’hasstnis of the 
ntjnnl, he rode foru.nrd to ruonnottre tin* ground Kntuson' had 
nfj:!«rt<d no prer.iution. ^\'f^od>•, niMties, nnd deep brooks, Mip- 
porled him on e\fi\ Mde; and in nddiiion to nnlurn] nd\nnta;t:ts, 

, he had co\er<d nl! hi*- pf«*!s tilth n doubts and r ntrenrhment ■ 'J'he 

> numhers of the foi , from the <\t<nl of lln ir line ninl the space they 
j occupied, Mere <\id(nlh {;r< it< r than tlnnc of iluir ojiponcnts, hut 

j 1 tins Mas n coijsidtrnUon Mhnh the In ro of Anstorhtr Mas little 

1 I nreustomed to regard Mhen he li.id nn opporlunita to contest in an 
open field 

llaMng Falisficd himself as to the positions of the Russians, the 
Emperor a*isilcd the stations occupied h) the scicral corps of his 
oMTi arm}, cheered tlic men by hind nnd cncoin aging Mords, and 
animated tlicm b) rcminchng them of formci aiclorics, of the gloi*y 
they had already Mon, and of lliat aihich nMnitcd them on the morroar 
On Ills return to hcad-qnartors, Napoleon found Colonel Fabncr, an 
aide-de-camp of l^farshal Marmont, aiho hi ought him ncMS of the 
battle of Salamanca, and the occupation of I^Iadnd by Lord M^cl- 
lington, and immediately aftcrn'aids, M. do Bausset, the Prefect of 
the Palace, arrived from St Cloud, hcanng letters from IMana-Louisa, 
and a poi trait of the Kang of Rome, painted by Gcraid, Tlie package 
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, nnd rccciM’mj nlivolulion finm thou and KiiUi^.ofl’ liinisrlf, 

, great pomp ntul foimality. pninded tliiough (lie cam]) n rude 

I image of the Virgin, tlie proteclic'.'. of SmoU*n''k, wliieh tlie monks 
' n‘-'-crtcd to liaac lieen saM'd, bv mnacnloUb nil('ipo‘<ition, fiom tlie 
destruction of lliat ciu In tlie “ intendinrits, nieli-reb( K, nnd sncii- 
j legions infidob. nho lind dared to distnib tin* s.ined soil!” JIjmns j 
i .and pr.a\ ers, bl(‘s<|ng< nnd curses, braggart bn isiuig nnd evclanialions, 

' betokening the most nbject terror, neie strangely mingled in the 

I 

; unronth ntes a\ith nhuh the llnssinns sought to propitintc then 

saints for ,a %iclor\ ; but, lor the liisi time since tbc opening of llic 

eamjinign, the idea of (light vns rejnidiated 'J he jirlcsts .assured 

j tlicir followers, (hat all who sliould he shim on the morrow* would j 

he iiist.anth .admitted, aiithout question, to the cnjo}mcnls of Para- ! 
disc 

, At night, after hn\ing dict.atcd his oideis for the battle, Napoleon 
j lotircd carl} to icst. but slept little lie was .apprehensne that (he 

’ Pussians might ng.nn csc.ajic him, nnd icpcatcdly called to his 
attendants to know the honi, .and to ask if nnj sounds, indicatnc of 
retreat, had been heard lie sent directions also foi the dislnbution 
among the Guard of three daNs’ piOMsions ; nnd soon .afici midinght 
.ansing, fevered with fatigue nnd anxicl), he coinciscd with Pajip and 
otlicrs on the piobnblc result of (he impending hatllc About liac 
o’clock, one of NeVs aidc-dc-camps came to the Pmjicior’s tent to 
announce that tlic Pu^sians still occupied the same positions ns on 
the preceding caening, and to request pcimission foi tlic Maishal 
to commence the atUack At tins uitclligcncc, Napoleon suddenly 
resnved ; and, summonmg Ins stalT around him, he avas speedily on 
lioiseback, on lus avay to the icdoubt, wlucli had been taken fioni the 
enemy on the 5th At half-past five the sun aiosc, wdtli unclouded 
bnlhance the Emperoi, pointing to the cast, exclaimed, “ Behold 
the sun of Austeihtz'” The omen avas hailed aanth enthusiasm, and 
dreav forth loud and lepeatcd acclamations fioin the tioops, among 
avhom the cheeimg avoids W'eie lapidly disseminated 

Poniatoavsla, avith lus hiaa^e Poles, had been oideied to turn the 
the avood avhich suppoited the Bussian left aving, w'hile Davoust, 

Ney, Murat, and Eugene, aveie to attack then light and ccntie 
An obstmate lesistance had been contemplated, and to ovcraadiclm 
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this, three batteries of nity pieces of cannon each, had been erected 
daring the night, in the front of the enemy The sound of Poma 
toffshi 8 guns was to be the signal for a general assault. The battle, 
hoirerer, commenced unexpectedly on the French left. One of 
Prmce Eugene s regiments, disregarding the orders of its supenor 
officers, rushed across the bridge of the Borodino and impotuouily 
attacked the heights of Gon^a, where it would hare been speedily 
destroyed, but for the assistance of the ninety-second which hastened 
to its rehef Napoleon, seeing that the action had commenced gave 
the desired signal for the onset, and a long protracted peal of 
echoing thunder mstantly arose from the wide planu The dmsion 
of Compans, with thirty cannon at its head, now advanced rapidly 
agamst the enemy’s first redoubt. The General, however, was 
shortly afterwards wounded and many of his soldiers were swept 
away by the fnnous cannonade The dmsion nevertheless was 
undaunted and Rapp takuig the place of Compans, urged forward 
tho men with fixed bayonets t£Q the redoubt was won when Rapp 
like hu predecessor was struck by a balL It was tho twenty-second 
tune this officer had been wounded. A third General succeeded 
Rapp, and ho also wu hurt at this dangerous post Davoust while 
givmg directions, hod hu horso IBlcd under him Tho loss of tho 
onesmy, m defending their entrenchments hero was immense 

About eight o clock the Russians having been forced from their 
pofiitiona on the left, tho French were enabled to turn the cannon, 
which they had taken, agamst tho retiring foo and tho parapets, 
which hnd, at first, screened those who erected them, now afforded 
shelter to the captors Kutusoff enraged at thu unexpected result, 
directed a new attack, with redoubled forces, to bo made upon the 
heights and tho manojuvro was oxccotod with such skill and vigour, 
that tho French wore for a tune ropulscdL Napoleon however at 
thu moment, sent up some strong reinforcements with tho artillery 
of the reserve, and a deadly fire was opened upon tho advancing 
enemy from upwards of three hundred guns at tho same moment. 
Xho Russian cavalry, m vain, attempted to push forward m tho lacc 
of tho storm of bullets which now assailed theu hno After two or 
three gallant essays they withdrew in confunon to ovoid utter 
destruction. Tho infantry then advanced m dense masses J but the 
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batteries continued to thm their ranks, making deep and wide 
opemngs in then columns, and shewing then destruction to be by 
hundreds at a blow Still, however, they marched onward, closmg 
their ranks above then dead and wounded, with a courage that 
seemed mdonutable. At last then brave leader, Prmce Bagration, 
was struck down by a ball, and his followers halted, as men suddenly 
stupified Nevertheless, they gave no symptoms of an intention to 
retreat, but stood for two hours on the spot where then chief had 
fallen, without making any other movement than that of closing then 
hne as the cannonade, to which they were exposed, swept away then 
numbers Ney, Mm at, and Davoust, then advanced together, and the 
remains of Bagration’s corps, bemg attacked by cavalry and infantry 
at once, were presently broken and dispersed 

Meanwhile, Pnnce Eugene, having assailed and taken the village 
of Boiodmo, passed the Kalouga, and attacked the great redoubt 
which the Russians had constnicted to defend their nght The 
enemy, who had rehed greatly upon the stiength of this position, 
— a steep height, smTounded by deep, muddy hollows, and piotected 
by eighty pieces of artillery, — was surpnsed by the fierce and 
unexpected onset made by the troops of General Morand, and 
without an attempt at defence, fled m terror. Colonel Eabvier, who 
had reached the French camp on the preceding day with Marmont’s 
despatches from Spam, greatly distmgmshed himself m this action 
The assaidt, mdeed, was more vigorous and successful than had been 
calculated upon , but Morand, when he had gamed the redoubt, found 
himself, unsupported, almost m the midst of the Russian hues 
Kutusoff perceivmg this, ordered his reserves to advance and retake 
the position , and about eighteen hundred men then found themselves 
opposed to an immense army Morand, thus abandoned, was imable 
to mamtam himself, but retreated slowly, contestmg the ground foot 
by foot, and, bemg reinforced shortly afterwaids by Eugene, he 
could not be entuely dislodged, though an mcessant fire was duected 
against him for four horns 

Dming this gallant struggle, Napoleon ordered General Montbrun 
to attack the redoubt, m flank, with a body of cavalry A short tune 
after wards, the Emperor was mfonned of that brave officer’s death, 
and Count Caulamcomt was sent to succeed him On receiving his 
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initnictions, the new general exclaimed * I Trill be at the rcdotibt 
immediately, dead or ahvel” He galloped forward and, while 
the light csTahy were puramng the advantages they had already ob- 
tamed, the Count, followed by the fifth regiment of cmrasaerB turned 
suddenly to the left, and taVmg the redoubt m the rear, overthrew 
every obstacle in hia progress, and was the first ttihti to penetrate the 
gorge of the battery Here however his career terminated. In the 




moment of triumph he was struck by a bullet. “ Ills glonous death 
said Napoleon, ** was worthy of envy I ** The heights were now won 
and, Eugene commg up to share and complete the victory, turned 
upon the flying enemy their own captured cannon, and htcrally blew 
many hundreds of them into tho air 

By two in tho afternoon tho battlo was gamed | and though 
KatusoiT kept up till evening a bn^k cannonade, on screnJ ports of 
tho field it was merely to cover the retreat of his troops and not 
with any hope of being able to renew tho fight About four o dock 





RESULTS OF THE BATTLE 


Marshal Moitiei, who commanded the Young Guard,, was commanded 
to keep the field, hut under no circumstances to advance or retire, 
while the Empeioi rode lound to give duections conceinmg the 
wounded, and the puisuit of the enemy Such was the great battle 
of the Moskwa , “ the most brilhant,” accordmg to his own account, 
“of all Napoleon’s feats of arms,” and which furnished Marshal 
IsTey with his title of Piince of Moskwa In this engagement, 
upwaids of two hundred and fifty thousand men took part, seconded 
by about twelve hundred pieces of artillery The Russians lost sixty 
cannons, five thousand piisoneis, and between foity and fifty thousand 
killed and wounded, among whom were about forty general officers, 
mcludmg Pimce Bagration and General Toutchkoflf. The Fiench 
killed and wounded are estimated at httle less than twenty thousand 
men, including fourteen oi fifteen generals The plain, the woods, the 
villages, the sides of the hills, and the bottoms of the lavmes, were 
thickly strewn with the maimed and disfigured bodies of men and 
horses The French nearly exhausted their ammumtion m the 
engagement, havmg discharged m the course of the day as many as 
sixty thousand cannon-balls 

The victory, it has been said, would have been more decisive had 
Napoleon brought his Guard mto the field early m the day, mstead of 
waitmg till the enemy was defeated by the troops ongmally engaged 
Several tunes duimg the day, he had been requested by his marshals 
to order these household troops to advance , but he had constantly 
lefosed to allow them to move “ The battle,” he said, can be won 
without them ” and when urged by Berthiei to send them forward, 
he answered, “ and what if there should be another battle to-mor- 
row'^” Some have asserted that age, lU-health, or the imgemal 
climate, had begun to impair the Empeior’s faculties, and that he 
was consequently no longer the general who had achieved such 
miracles at Aicola, at Lodi, at Marengo, and Austerhtz, others 
have insmuated, that Napoleon was more careful for his own per- 
sonal safety than for the pieseivation of his army, oi the defeat of 
his enemies, and that the Guaid, bemg “ the only corps upon which, 
under the existmg disoigamzation of his army, he could thoroughly 
depend,” he was desuous of sparmg these tioops to secure his 
retieat, m case of disaster None, however, have demed that the 
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battle of the Moatn^ ttos a aagnal victory over a snpcnor force and, 
that the outline TvaB formed, and the detaHi directed by Napoleon 
m person ■while, m answer to the base imputation of c owa rdice 
•with which he has been charged by imphcation, -we have the direct 
testimony of one 'who hated him with all the anunoaily of a detected 
intriguer “ He fear I He a coward, or a poltroon I ” says De Bout 
nenne Surely those who say so knew him well 1 He never ■was 
more happy than on the battle-field never more tranquil than in the 
midst of dangCTB ! * The iact seemi to be as suggested by Hoxlitt, 
that the Emperor saw in the bock ground a more formidable enemy 
tba-n that immediately before him •— _« Xbo hatred, fear and despair of 
a whole people and the very genius of barbaroui desolation, standmg 
aghast” at his tnumpbant progress Besides, Napoleon, thongh a 
soldier, "was not a in an of blood and his humanity shuddered at the 
slaughter which compulsory warfare caused hnn to comimt so thot ho 
not unfrequontly spared the lives of his soldiers and of their oncmics, 
when his own interost and that of his empire demanded that his name 
should be as terrible as it -was famous among surrounding nations. 










CHAPTER XXXVIII 


RETREAT OF KUTUSOFF — ADVANCE OP NAPOLEON — OCCUPATION OF MOSCOW 




11X118 OFF, notwithstanding his defeat at 
the Moskwa, lesolved to give battle again 
on the following day, and foi that pur- 
pose letued at once to Mojaisk, where 
he hoped to be enabled to take up a new 
^ position He had no tune, however, to 

ffl\ mature his arrangements, for Murat, who 

followed him with the utmost expedition, 
oveitook his rear-guard, on the afternoon 
of the 8th of September, and drove it, with considerable slaughter, from 
a village where it was endeavourmg to establish itself, after which 
lh.e French daimgly fixed their liead-quarteis almost within gun- 
shot of the enemy’s mam aimy On the mommg of the 9th, Mojaisk 
was attacked , and the Russians, findmg themselves unable to defend 
the town, set it on fire, and resumed their flight, leavmg their 
wounded to the caie of the victors On this occasion, the retreat was 
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80 TTcll masked by clouds of Cossacks, dispersed as skinmshen m 
every directioD, that it Tvas for some time, donbtfal ■whether Kntusoff 
tad fled towards Moscow or K^onga. This ■anccrtamty ■was of the 
greatest advantage to the Snsnans, as it delayed, for neai-ly two days 
the march of their ptrrsners and enabled them to reach Moscow 
nnmoleated. They appear to have been mdebted for their safety, 
however as much to the iDness of Napoleon at this penod as to their 
own precaution since from the penetration he had jire^nonsly dis 
played, and the vigilance he nsnally exercised, it may bo fairly 
concluded, that a few hours would have sufficed for the Emperor to 
penetrate the secret, and baffle the manccuvrcs of hu foe But the 
Trench Monarch ■was confined to his chamber at Mcgaisk, ■with cold 
and fever and his marshals and generals were loft to ■wrangle at 
leisure concerning operations the execution of which was prevented 
by multiplicity of counsel and personal jealousy It ■was not distmctly 
ascertained, indeed, until the I 2 th that the Eussian army bad taken 
the road to Moscow under the walls of which* it was then stated 
that Kutusoffl had determined to make a deastvo stand against tho 
mvadera 

In the meantimo tho utmost alann prtrvmled m tho copitah It 
could no longer bo concealed, that Kutusoffl had sustained a signal 
defeat, and that he -wns flymg in terror before the French concernmg 
whose reported ntroaties the most absurd statements irero circulated 
and boheved The nobflity and wealthy inhabitants bastened to quit 
the city, carrjmg ■with them all tho ■valuable* they could find means 
of convoying away The archives and pubhc treasure* were removed 
tho most sacred of tho numerous image* worshipped m tho temples 
were taken down and sent forth towards Asia tho mngeunc* and 
storehouse* wore, as for as possible emptied of provuions and tho 
roads wore lined ■with files of carnages and long columns of men 
women and children, headed by pnests in their sacred ■vestments 
singing tho hymn* of their church, and only halting from time to 
tune to regulate thou: march or to offer prayer* for their own safety, 
and for tho speedy extermination of tho enemy Bostopchin the 
governor though encouraging to the utmost tho extensive cmfgniUtm 
■which Was gomg forward pretended still to entertain hope# of being 
able to prevent tho spoliation of l^Ioscow and to defeat in (he field 
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the " mcainate fiend ” who had distuihed the traaquilhty of the 
people KutusofP, he said, would assuiedly anest the maich of the 
blood-thiisty Fiench , and stiong hopes of victoiy might be mdulged, 
fiom the fact that overwhelming reinfoi cements weie maiching to 
succoui the sacied city 

On the 13th, the Grand Russian Army reached Fih, a position a 
httle in advance of Moscow, but, though jomed there by large 
numbers of the inhabitants of the capital, and of the surroundmg 
country, armed with hatchets, scythes, pitchforks, pickaxes, and all 
kinds of implements which could be used as weapons of destruction, 
Kutusoff, on the morning of the 14th, abandoned his camp, and 
marched, with fuiled banners, silent drums, and downcast looks, by 
the bainei of Doragomdow, through the streets of the metropolis, 
and thence out of the Kolomna gate towards Voladxmrr, accompanied 
by nearly all the remammg population, old and young, male and 
female, sick and feeble, sound and strong It resembled the spon- 
taneous movement of a whole nation, “but appeared,” says a native 
historian, “more like a funeral procession than a mihtary march 
Every cheek was bathed with teais, every hear-t was filled with lage 
and despau ” The last act of Rostopchm, was to order that the 
prisons should be thiown open, and the criminals brought before 
him Two mdividuals were selected firom this crew as examples — 
a Eienchman accused of havmg uttered expressions of joy at the 
repeated triumphs of his countrymen, and a Russian, the son of a 
merchant of Moscow, who havmg visited Germany, had there Jomed 
a sect of the tlluminati called Mailmists, advocates of the doctrme 
of equahty, and on his return had ventured to speak of revolt as 
justifiable for the attainment of freedom The father of this young 
man was present dmmg his examination “I grant you,” said the 
governor to the old man, “ a few moments to bless and take leave of 
your son” “I bless the rebel*” said the ferocious merchant, “I 
give him my bitterest curse!” At these words, the surrounding 
rabble rushed upon the youth, struck him with their kmves and fists, 
and hacked him hteially to pieces. “Stranger '” said Rostopchm to 
the tiembhng Eienchman, when this savage act was concluded, ^^it 
was natural for you to desue the coming of your fiiends You are 
free Go, tell yom countrymen that Russia con tamed but one tiaitoi. 
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and tliat you hare vitneased iua death.” The other pnaonen ^rere 
then harangued on the duties and affection they owed to then natiYo 
land, and set at Hberty and the Governor and hu rctinu(^ monntnig 
their horses, galloped after the retanng atixen*, leavmg-lhe devoted 
capital m possession of,a band of wretches who had been charged to 
destroy it, as a means of expiating then Ibnner offences agamit the 
laws The French vanguard was, at this moment, entering the 
snbnrbe 

On the 13th of September, the Army of Inyasion quitted hlojtisk 
and resumed its march upon Moscow through a sandy desert plain, 
the mournful solitude of which, m the vicimty of one of the greatest 
captals in Europe, was extremely discouraging to the soldiers who 
had expected to find, as m the neaghhonrhood of Pans handsome 
villas and cultivated grounds, commensurate with the wealth and 
importance of the aty they were ^ipioaching Deep gloom overcast 
the spmtB of mem and -officers as they journeyed onward, all were 
fttigued all exh a u sted with hunger and thirst and the farther they 
advanced, the more distant appeared the pros^>ect of a tenamation 
to their fuffenuga. majority of tho troops bad, ior several days, 
reemred no rations, the prormons found m Mojaish bxmng been 
barely suffioent for a scanty allowance to the Old and Toung Guard 
Many fell Tictnns to thmr abuse of chtrurpt, o spint found m 
abundance throughout tho country, mtrmmtion fix»m which generally 
proved fatal to those nnaccustomod to its use Tho men, after 
dnnlong copiously of this permoous bererago usually quitted tho ^ 
ranks a few paces, began to totter, then whirled round, and presently 
afterwards fell or sat down involontarily, overcome by a stupor from 
which few recovered- 

About noon, on tho 14th, tho Emporor, still advinciiig slowly and 
cautioaily m expectation of a battle reached tho height called tho 
“ Mount of Salvation ” whence tho Russian pilgnm was wont to obtain 
a first glnnpio of tho Holy CHty — ^his Mecca — and to kneel and cross 
bitniolf m adoration of its gbttcnng domes and minarets Tho Frcn^ 
soldiers hftd indulged extravagant ideas of tho beauty and wrsitli 
of iloscow, which had been represented as exceeding in splendour 
oft that thoy had read in Oncnlal fiction concerning Bagdad under 
tho swaj of the Cahphs T\Tthont, perhaps rcolmng these exntrd 
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I liill, “\ojul<r i- thf tckUr.in tl citj of the C/ar! !” and nft(“r garuig 

1 upojj il for n fen* moment-- m Mlentc, he conlimied, "it was tune’” 

; 'J lie Kohlurh. forgMful of pnet pn^ntion';, in tin hojic of good qu.irlers 

i 'uid magmfitcnl reward*-, f-houted, wa\ed llieir liats and hands, and 

pneewM} to tran‘:port‘j of exullation. “^loscowl Moscow !” ran from 
rank to rank, and all quickened thoir pace to gam a mow of tlic 
j ohjccl of tlieir widicp, the termination of theii long and toilsome 

1 march. It did not fail to he obsci\cd, howcvci, that no Binokc 

I ascended from the numerous chimncjs of the place, and that not a 

soldier appeared upon its strong and slatcl} walls 
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The Emperor Traa perplexed at the unexpected rileiice and solitado 
which greeted imn and he continued^ for some tune with hi* ore 
mtently fixed on the strange yet imposing scene He wai first 
Eiroased fix)m his reyene by an aide-de-camp of Murat, who came to 
announce that Miloradowich had threatened to bum the aty, tmlpn 
he was allowed time to evacuate it with the Russian rear guards An 
armistice of two hours, was immediately granted. Murat^ “ always 
in quest of peril, and foremost to attack, * had pressed forward, with a 
gallant few, to the gates of the capital where, bemg recognised by 
the Cossacks from the finery of his dress, his admirahle horscmanihip, 
and the terror with which his b r avery in action had so often inspirod 
them, he was immediately snirouiided and hofied, rather as a comrade 
than an enemy Ho was greeted, indeed, by some as them Hetman 
m return for which the vam, thongb chivalrons King bestowed upon 
his flatterers the jewellery with which he was profusely adorned, and 
his watch an example which was followed by many of the ofBccn of 
his suite Before the expiration of the truce, tho Cossacks havmg 
disappeared, several of the Prcnch soldiers entered tho aty and 
returned with the astounding mteBigenco that it was utterly deserted. 
The news was instantly forwarded to Napoleon, who stJJ remained 
on the Mount of Salvation- ** Abandoned ? Imponiblo 1 ” ho ex 
claimed. " TTo must enter it, and ascertam tho lact. Go, bring the 
boyards, tho pubhc functionaries before me ” 

The troops were now ordered to advance but ere they had reached 
the Doragomilow gate, a few of tho miserable creature* who had just 
been turned loose into the streets were captured, and brought forth. 
The Emperor having questioned them as to tho flight of their 
countrymen smiled bitterly whon convinced that Moscow was, 
indeed without mhabitantt and that upwards of three hundred 
thousand persons had gone mto tho wildcnicss, aflnghtcd at tho 
name of one man, to sock a now home. * Tho Buosians,'’ be cx 
claimed ‘ will soon better learn tho value of. their capitaL” History 
has no parallel to this sacrifice tho leading into captinty of tho ten 
tribes of Israel the conquest and depopulation of Jcnualcm are 
minor events m comjianson with this roluntaiy rclmquuhmcnt of all 
that II held dear and sacred by a people tho more strongly attached 
to the place of their naUvitv from their ignorance and superstition; 
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tliough. it inay be questioned wbetbei any but an ignoiant people, 
unaccustomed to the exeicise even of fiee thought, coidd have sub- 
mitted to the honible depnvations ceitain to lesult horn then conduct. 
Upwaids of a hundied thousand of those who abandoned the city, 
aie said to have peiished m the neighbouiing woods foi want of food 
and sheltei, besides those who died on the march with Kutusoff, 
and m his camp 

Napoleon, as though anxious to avoid the sight of the desolate 
stieets, did not entei Moscow with the army, but stopped at one of 
the first houses m the subuibs, wheie he appomted Moitiei governor 
of the capital, "with dnections to peimit no pdlage Defend the 
place,” he said, “ alike agamst ficiends and foes ” Muiat, meanwhile, 
proceeded to the Kremlin, the gates of which he was compelled to 
blow open with cannon, the banditti of Kostopchin havmg fixed 
their head-quarteis m that place, and attempted to defend it for the 
sake of the rich booty which it contamed One of these desperate 
bemgs, even after he and his companions weie taken, and then arms 
pinioned, lushed on the King of Naples, whom he endeavoured to 
tear with his teeth Most of the prisoners weie dinink, and all pie- 
sented the most squahd and hideous aspect, uttering, m then lage, the 
most faghtful screams, yells, and oaths agamst tlien captois Soon 
afterwards, the soldieis dispeised in search of provisions and quarters, 
when the haste m which many of the inhabitants had quitted then 
homes, was ascertamed ftom what they had left — the rich ornaments 
and trmkets of many of the ladies bemg found on then toilets, and 
the letters and gold of men of busmess on then desks 

It was speedily whispered that, durmg the mght, Moscow would 
be devoted to the flames, but the ongin of the rumour could not 
be traced, and, after a vain search for concealed mcendianes, it was 
considered to have arisen merely from vague apprehensions occasioned 
by the desertion of the city by its population, and the lemehibiance 
of Smolensk Napoleon, however, passed a sleepless mght, repeatedly 
callmg his attendants to ask if any accident had occmned, and when 
moinmg broke without any cause for alarm havmg been given, — save 
a fire at one of the bazaars, which had been suppressed without great 
difficulty, and was umvei sally attributed at the time to accident, — 
he tieated the lepoits of the piecedmg evenmg as idle and credulous. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 


NAPOLEON OFFERS PEACE TO ALEXANDER — BURNING OF MOSCOW- 
MENCEMENT OF THE FRENCH RETREAT 1812 


UAB.TERED ui Moscow, Napoleon, accord- 
ing to his custom on such occasions, at 
once wiote to the Empeior Alexander to 
propose terms of peace A Russian officer 
of rank, who had been left in the great 
j hospital of the city, was made the bearer of 
the letter, and of a complimentary message, 
by which the Czar was assured, “ that, 
whatever might be the vicissitudes of war, 
nothing could dimmish the esteem enteiimned foi hi m by his ftiend 
of Tdsit and Erfurth ” 

The Eiench soldieis meanwhile explored every pait of the city, 
fixing their abode in the magnificent palaces of prmces and boyaids. 
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and nfling the cellaxB Btorehonses, and conBcrvatones of the -wtialthy 
at pleasure The conrcntB, chnidieB and pubhc huildingB, though 
partially stripped by the Buwnans previous to their flight, still con 
tamed much that tfes rare and Valuable and the baxaan abounded 
■with the richest productions of Europe and « The meanest 

soldier,” it is said, clothed himself m mlV and furs, and drank the 
choicest mnes " 

About midnight, on the 16di of September, a cry arose tTiwt the aty 
'Nras on fire The guard had firrt observed the flames issuing fiom dbo 
Exchange, and every effort "was made to subdue the conflagration 
but as &at as it was got under m one place, it arose m another with 
mcreased force, and spread with fearful rapidity from street to street 
At first, the fire was attributed to accident, arising fiem the mtoxica 
ton end heedlesaness of the soldiers but, as the wind changed, it was 
observed that new flames still arose m quarters whence the blaio 
would be most likely to be earned to the Kjemlm. An nl arming 
suspicion then b^an to gam grotmd, that the enemy had concaved 
a design of destroying the French army with the anaent capital of 
the empire, and of converting Moscow into the iimeral pHo of the 
mighty Napoleon — a project, which the negligence of the French 
contiibiited to render probable, as the Krcmhn unknoTm to them 
contamed a magazine of gunpowder and vanous combustibles had 
been disposed to as to commumcate with lU The night was hideous 
and Tn nmmg scarcely drmmiahed the horrors of the scene, whilo it 
brought the dreadful certamty that the calamity was premeditated, 
conducted with systematio ski}} and caution The prisoners, 
released by Eostopchm, brifl been scon rpnning from palace to palace 
setting fire to everythmg consumable The numerous and active 
French patrols were unable to arrest thcar progress, though several 
were with lighted matches and fire bolls in their possession, and 
instantly put to deaths Pohee ofEcers also liad been seen with lances I 
dipped in pitch, stirrin g the flames and a number of fruntic women 
b ad been mot with lighted flambeaux spreading tbo work of destruc 
tiom The fountains had been destroyed, the water pipes cut, and 
the fire engines earned off, or rendered uiclcss A\Ticii the soldiers 
attempted to enter apparently deserted houses, for the purpose of 
destroying tho communication between thorn and those to which the 
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flames liad already extended, they were flequently driven back by 
volumes of smoke or bursting shells It was no longer doubtful, m 
fact, that the Moscovites bad determined to sacrifice everything ratbei 
than allow the conquerors a lefuge on then soil. 

Napoleon was not awakened durmg the night of the 16tb In the 
mommg of the 17tb, when be rose, the flames were ragmg m all 
parts of the city He was excessively agitated when be beard the 
extent of the disaster, paced bis apartment hurriedly, quitted and 
resumed bis seat, dictated hasty orders, and stood, from tune to tune, 
before the wmdows, to observe the progress of the fire., “ What a 



frightful spectacle ' ” be exclaimed “ Such a number of palaces ' 
The people are genuine Scythians!” Durmg that day and foUowmg 
night, the conflagration raged with unabated luolence “ Not even 
the fictions of the burning of Troy, though heightened by all the 
powers of poetry,” sard Napoleon, " could have equalled the reabty 



THE EUPEBOB BETIBE8 


of the dertruction of Moecowl In the mght of the 17th, the fire 
waj at ita greatest height. The weather was dry, most of the homo* 
of the capital were of wood, and the wind, which was high, whirled 
the imoke and fire m every directuin. liSrge columns of fiame, of 
Tanons colours, shot up to the douds, and corered the honton, 
diffusing a glaring light and fierce heat to on almost incredible 
distance. In their rue and progress, these masses of fire were 
accompanied by loud whimng noises, and by explosions louder and 
more terrible tbnn thunder — the effects of the gunpowder oil, resm, 
saltpetre, and brandy with which many of the churche*, ahops, and 
houses had been filled. The varnished iron plates that generally 
covered the buildiiigs were tom off or melted by the heat, and, with 
large beams and rafters, were hurled through the air into the nagh 
bouniig plain. 

Several of the poorest ^1^ of the Eussians had remained m 
Moscow These after the departure of their countrymen, had 
occupied themselves m pQlage and remomed m the aty till the 
last moment to protect what they had so acquired. At the fire 
eartended, they were to be seen m tho streets staggering under tho 
weight of immense packages which they wore generally compelled 
to abandon, m order to secure their pearsonal escape 'Women were 
also seen carrying one or two children on thoir shonldcrs, and dragging 
others by the hand, sheltering themselms for a time in tho all^ and 
squares and then fiying with preopilation from the horrors which 
were clcimg around them Old men, with long beards nnged by tho 
crept along slowly and feebly and were, in many cases, over 
taken and destroyed by the coHs of flame that followed them 

At length it was reported that the Kromlin was on firo Jlurat, 
Eugeno and Berthier now ur ged Napoleon to seek for safety without 
the walls of tho devotod capitaL The EnJ2>cror was still unwilling to 
depart but, on the repeated sobatobons of his officers, ho consented 
to remove to tho castle of Pctrowakoi, o palace of Peter tho Great, 
situated on tho Petersburgh road, about a league from ^loscow 
Tho flames ho w e ver had readied the gates of tho atadcl; snd it 
was not till after long search that a poslom was discovered through 
which tho Imperial escort could obtain c?grc*s Ilencc they new 
endcavonred to pass over some rocks towards the Sfoskwa but a 
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roaiing sea of fiie "was befoie tbienij coming nearer and nearer every 
moment. A smgle narrow, diverging street, crooked, and blazing in 
various parts, presented itself as a means of escape — it being impos- 
sible to go forward or backward. Tbis oudet, too, looked more like a 
portal of Pandemonium than a road to safety, yet, mto this formidable 
pass were Napoleon and his companions necessarily impelled. Then 
progress was over scorching cinders and stones, above them was a 
fiery arch formed of divided roofe and falling timbeis; and around 
them continually scatteied masses of burning rums, and" diops of 
molten iron and copper, from the crackbng domes that were bursting 
and bubbling overhead The heat and smoke almost blinded and 
suffocated them; and, at last, the guide lost his way and stopped 
m bewilderment All now gave themselves up foi lost’ At this 
fearful moment, they caught sight of Davoust and a number of his 
soldiers, who were m search of the Emperoi. The Marshal, mdeed, 
had signified his intention of rescuing or perishmg with “the hope 
of Fiance” Napoleon embraced the Prmce affectionately; but 
throughout the whole of that trymg day, never lost his composure 
The last danger overcome, was the passmg of a convoy of gunpowder, 
which was defilmg through one of the blazmg streets The Emperor, 
as he looked back upon the city, after leachmg Petrowskoi, exclaimed 
gloomily, “This forebodes us no common calamity’” 

The troops were m the greatest consternation Every one believed 
that there would no longer be sustenance, clothes, ammunition, or 
shelter for him , and the fear of this begat excesses, which it would 
have been utterly hopeless stnvmg to repress The soldiers 
braved dangers of the most formidable character, to obtam from the 
burning cellars, shops, and mansions, hquors, food, clothmg, and 
articles of luxury Many, regardless of the future, engaged them- 
selves solely in lescumg from the conflagration such wmes, hquors, 
and gold and silver, as they could collect, while others, as impro- 
vident and reckless, thought only upon the gaudy velvets, brocades, 
furs, and tnnkets, with which the warehouses and bazaars of the 
merchants were stored 

The fire abated not until the 19th, when it began slowly to decrease 
for want of fuel “Palaces and temples,” says the Pussian author 
Karamzm, “monuments of ait, and miracles of luxury, the remams 
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of ages long smce part, and the creations of jesterdaj the tombs 
of remote anceatora, and tKe cradles of cbfldren of the mmg gencr 
ation, Tfere mdiscEiminately' destroyed, Nothing was left of ilosanr, 
sare the rememhrance of its former grandeur ” 

The Eiemlin being still Tinmjnred, and the fire in that quarter 
having subsided, Napoleon, on the mommg of the 19th, agam fiiod 
his headMjuarters m the palace of the Cars. The French army im 
noTV encamped m the open fi^ds around Jlfoscoir, and their hirouacf 
presented one of the strangest spectacles which had, perhaps ever 
been -witnessed Around large fires, maintained by fragments of rich 
cedar and mahogany form ture end gilded sashes and doors, -were 
ranged the aoldiers who had achieved the conquest of Buesm, sheltered 
fium the piercmg -wind by a few plants mdely lartened together, 
the crevices of which were stuffed -with smoty, dank, and miry 
straw Superb armed chaira and sofas covered -with silk, afforded 
seats and couches for alL Around were strewn m profusion Cflch enure 
shawls, the finest Siberian furs, the gold cloths, pearls, and gems 
of Persia and of India, togeUier with platos and dishes of sohd silvor, 
ftom which the men ate, voraaously, steaks or soup of horse^ficth, 
end black broad made of half-ground com, baked in ashes Too, 
coffee, and sugar abounded while the wholesome necessaries of hfo 
■were rarely to be mot -with and tho French were glad to oichango 
■with tho peasants, who began to opproacb fium tbo surroundmg 
country, the richest bales of merchandise for a few loaves of coarse 
bread Between the camp and the aty, tho Emperor met numerous 
parties of toldien dragging away new loads of plunder or dnvmg 
before a number of the inhabitants, whom tho fire had drum 

fium their lurking places, bonding -under tho piUago of th eir sacred 
capitah 

On passing tho quay of tho bloskwa, Napoleon s attention was 
directed to tho Foundling HospitaL * Go, ho said to tho Secretary, 
who acted as his interpreter, cnguiro for mo what has become of 
tbo bttlo unfortiraatc occupants of yonder mannon ” Tho Secretary 
obeyed, and was presently informed that all tho cbiJdrcn obovo twelve 
years old bad been token to Ninu Novogorod whilo those of tender 
ago wore abandoned to their fate, ond had been preserved from 
dcatmction solely through tho Jandnesi ond care of the French 



FOUNDLING HOSPITAL 

Guaid, appointed for their piotection by the Empeior^ wbcn the 
city was fiist occupied. ^^Yoiu master/’ said the Govemoi of the 
hospital, a superannuated geneial of the aimy, “has been to us a 
saviour horn heaven Without his legaid, we should not have had 
even a hope our house would have been a piey to plunder and the 
flames.” The aged Russian then led the mtei’pretei mto the gieat 
hall, where the children were at play, and mtroduced him as a 
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messenger sent fiom the French Emperor The young unfortunates 
thronged around him, laid hold of his coat, embraced his knees, and 
clung to his hands in transpoii:, crymg out, “Your Empeior is oui 
Providence ' ” 

iNfapoleon was deeply affected when infonned of this scene, and 
desued the Govemoi, M Toutelmme, to be brought mto his pre- 
sence, At the mteiTiew, which immediately followed, that good and 
venerable man was so impressed with the urbanity of the Emperor, 
that he desired permission to write to his Imperial patroness, the 
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mother of the Czar, to mform lier how the hospital and lU inmate* 
had been preserrei The conTcrration larted. for some tone, and ere 
it was concluded, flame* were seen issuing from some home* on tho 
oppomte Bide of the nver Napoleon had hoped that the hatred 
of the incendiane* was satiated, but this sight renewed hia appre- 
hensions, and aroused his mdignation afresh against the dastardlj^ 
Boetopchm "The miserable wretch!” he exclaimed, "to the dire 
calamities of war he has added the horror* of an atrociom rrmfl« 
gration, created by his own hand m cold blood! The barbarian! 
He ha* abandoned the poor m&nta whose pnnapal guardian and 
protector he should hare been, and ha* led, besides, the wounded 
and dying whom the Buiwian army had confided to his care! 
Women, chfldren, old men, orphans, the ock and helpless — all were 
devoted to pitfless destruction I — Bostopchm a Boman I he is a 
senseless sarage 1 ” 

The letter of Toutelmme, to tho Empress-mother, contained the 
following passage which tt was hoped by the water and Napoleon 
himself, would lead to paofle orertures. "Madam, tho French 
Emperor is gnered to see our capital almost wholly reduced to rums 
by means not usually employed in QTiliaod warfrro A mediator 
between him and our august Emperor, Alexander coigbt restore tho 
amity which formerly subsisted between them, and all emr miioncs 
would then be at an end.” M Jakowlefi^ a Busamn officer, was 
despatched, on tho 24th of September, to St. Fetenburgh, with this 
and another friendly letter to tho Czar from Napoleon and on tho 
4th of October, no answer having been returned. Count Launston 
wa* sent to tho head-quarters of Kutusoff, as tho bearer of official 
propoaals of peace to Alexander *Tho Emperor,” said Napoleon 
to tho officers of hi* council, i* my friend but should ho yield to 
hi* inclinations and propose peace, the barhanans, by whom ho i* 
surrounded, might, m their rage^ »cck to dethrone and pat him to 
death. To prevent the odium therefore, that would attach to hi* 
being tho fint to yield, I will myself oficr a treaty ” Laumton, on 
reaching the Busamn camp, wa* domed a passport — Kutusoff alleging 
that he no power to grant ono but, at tho B nm o time offering 
to forward the letter of tho French Emperor to Sl Fetenburgh by 
Pnneo Wolkonsld an aide do camp of Alexander J'O answer 
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however, to this oi the foimei communications of Napoleon, was ever 
letiumed by the Czai, who had then become a meie instrument m 
the hands of the British Government, by which he had been promised 
an ample indemnity, in English gold, for all the sacrifices he might 
be compelled to make 

In the meantime, aftei havmg i educed moie than four -fifths of 
, Moscow to ashes, the flames had died away, and oidei had been, in 
some measure, restored among the Erench soldiers The plunder of 
the vaults and secret chambers of the rumed habitations, which it 
would now have been ridiculous to prohibit, was hencefoith con- 
ducted with greater regularity, and undei the control of officers, 
who weie directed to search especially for magazines of food and 
clothing By these means, laige quantities of flour, meal, salt-fish, 
oil, wine, and liquors were discovered, with considerable stores of 
cloth, fuis, hnen, and leather Some of these,” says Bar on Lariey, 
at that time principal surgeon to the French army, “ weie served 
out to the troops , but there was generally too great a wish to spare 
01 hoard such articles, and that excess of precaution led eventually 
to our bummg and leaving behmd us provisions of every-kmd, which 
would have been of the greatest advantage , and might, with prudent 
management, have sufficed the army for more than six months This 
unexpected abundance, which was attributable solely to the mdefati- 
gable researches of the soldiers, was attended, however, with a baneful 
eflect on their disciphne, and on the health of the intemperate ” In 
extenuation of the conduct of the troops, it may be added, that never 
before, perhaps, was so large a body of men placed, foi such a length 
of time, undei such shght restraint as to then actions Every one 
was in a great measure dependant on himself, and could foUow the 
bent of his own mclmation, and indulge his own humour or caprice, 
without control, in all that mterfered not with the mere loutme of 
his mihtary duties It was utterly impossible, m fact, that matters 
could be arranged otherwise 

Napoleon occupied himself, after his return to the Kiemhn, in 
lepairmg the conffition of the army, estabhslung a pohce and muni- 
cipality in Moscow , fittmg up a French theatre, completmg a system 
of minute regulations for the Cojn^dte Fiangaise; and issumg decrees 
concernmg the government of France — labours partly reqmred by 
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circtunfltances and partly entered upon m aH probability to indace a 
belief among tbe RuasiaiiB, that he intended to fix hia vinter-qnaiterB 
m the aty, and renerr the war at the approach of the following eprmg 
The enemy however, hod penetrated his lecret havmg soen hu 
anxiety to make peace, it was judged that peace wa* mdiaponsable to 
him and a resolution waa accordingly formed, to profit by the rtraita 
to which he appeared about to be reduced. It still, however seems 
to have been m Napoleon s power not only to have g iv en tho C*ar 
additional uneaameas, but to have changed the whole character of tho 
war The enslaved population of the provinces, through which tho 
French had passed m their way to Moscow, having m many places 
recovered firom therr first panic, and found how httlo their mvaders 
corresponded with the pictures which had been drawn of them by tho 
native boyards and clergy had begun to mingle with the conquerors 
of their soil and thus caoght a glimpse of the m earning of fiijedom 
Their astonishment was soon converted mto admirahcm and when 
they saw that tho Emperor was in their capital, and therr oppressors 
humbled tb the dost before bim u was tbonght a favourable oppor 
tunity to strike for their own rights as men Thoy accordingly made 
to the French officers repeated oflers of their assistance provided 
Napoleon would declare and guarantee thor emanapatioii. The 
serfii dofirod to he furnished with arms, on the simple condition that 
thoy should bo required to use them on behalf of humanity Tlic 
Emperor replied coldly to these proffers of scmcc. Such a course, 
he argued, could only lead to a servile war, which must inevitably 
defer the prospect of peace, besides drenching tho country in tho 
blood of its best atixens Tho slaves were unfit, ho added, to bo 
trusted 'with’The liberty thoy sought and, after sanctioning tho hostile 
projects of tho Csor s subjects he could not hope tgam to bcc6mo tho 
friend of their Sorcreigm 

Tho star of Napoleon was indeed, fast declining 1 He hod first 
repulsed tho Poles and rondorod them lukowarm and cautious fnends 
and now ho drove from hrm a now and more potent auxiliary, who 
sought vengeance for disapppomtcd hopes in tho ranks of his deadliest 
enemies. In earlier life ho had advocated '* tho dinno right of 
capaaty and genius ” based on personal freedom and legal equalilT 
Ho now contended against those by whom he would have been 
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idolirccl as a Liberatoi, foi the indefeasible right of heieditary 
bondage I Perhaps it nas that he had maiiied tlie daughtei of an 
hereditary jMonaich, and had a lineal lieu to ib: a d) nasty of his o^vn. 
Sii Eoboit Wilson, "who ivas piesont in Russia dming a gicat poilion 
of this campaign, suggests that Napoleon "U'as actuated merely by a 
honoi of cnul "ttai, and a consideiation of tlic tonents of blood uhich 
must have been spilled had llic Emperor accciitcd the offcis of msui- 
rcction "wluch, from ever}* quartoi, -wcie made to him 

As time avoic on, and die Avcathei grew coldci, the Empeioi 
became exceedingly uneasy Tlie prirc foi which he had stiuggled 
had perished in lus giasp llic moment it uas won His communi- 
cations AnOi France, and until the gainsons in his real, had become 
exccedmgly piccanous, in consequence of stiagghng bands of Cossacks 
haiung been commissioned to scorn the country, and cut off the Fiench 
foragmg paitics and outposts, and to haiass them on every assailable 
point, ffom ^Filna to ^Moscow The wmter was approaclung, and 
aheady gave tokens of imusual seventy. The Giand" Army was 
dwmdling away, wliile that of die enemy was lapidly mcreasmg; 
the neiv lecrmts being better equipped and appomted than at any 
previous penod of Russian campaigning To 'I'cmain m his present 
quarters, seemed to Napoleon litdc better than bravmg destruction 
In these embarrassing cncumstanccs he called a council of wai, and 
submitted to his marshals and gencials new plans of operation " We 
must bum,” he first suggested, ‘‘ what lemams of Moscow, and march 
by way of Twer upon St Peteisburgh There Macdonald will soon 
„jom us Eugene shall lead the vanguard, and Murat and Davoust 
will brmg up the rear ” To this proposal all present, except Eugene, 
objected The lateness of the season, the state of the roads, and 
the condition of the army, were urged as insuperable obstacles to the 
execution of the project If the blow could have been sooner aimed, 
it might, drey thought, have been effective, as it was unlik ely that 
Alexander would have been disposed to sacrifice both his capitals, m 
the mere hope of mci eased subsidies from England It was next 
suggested, that the army should abandon Moscow, penetrate mto the 
fertile piovmce of Kalouga, and thence, tuinmg westward, return to 
wmter m Poland. This was the plan finally adopted, though not at 
the moment, n6i till too late to carry it mto effect.' Count Dam is 
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said to }iave suggeited a danng echeme m order to aroid the dugrace 
of retreat. It was to call m aD the detachments, conTert Moscow mto 
an entrenched camp, hill and salt all the remaining horses, which, with 
the bread they had and what might bo procured by an eitenaiYe 
system of forage would suffice for the troops occ upy the Tanoua 
buildings still standing m the aty ts barracks and issue forth m the 
spring to complete there conquest. Napoleon designated this as " a 
honi counsel,” but the expedient was considered too desperate for 
adoption and the connai separated without having come to any 
deemon. 

On the 13th of October, there was a sudden and Jieavy fell of mow 
Napoleon looked around him m dismay at the sight and thenceforth, 
thought only of retreaL *^In the course of twenty days,” ho said, 
“it win be necessary for us to be m wmtor-quarters,” Preparations 
were tccordmgly mad pi few departure , but too leisurely and erremn 
spectly to spread any alarm throughout the army, or to afford matter 
of trium ph to the foe The sjok and wounded were first sent away, 
under a strong oscort, towards Smolensk. The pictures untges, and 
ornaments of the churches and palaces wore than collected and 
packed on waggons end the gigantic cross which surmounted the 
tower of Iran the Great, the tallest steeple in Moscow with the 
poaieaaion of which one of the superstitionf of the country connected 
the salvation of the empire was dismounted with great loboor, and 
placed among the trophies mlcndod to docorato Pans. Tho soldiers 
executed every order with alacrity for they were told that tho 
Emperor proposed to advance ngamst Kutusoff crush his force, and 
retire to Smolensk. Tho hope of a battle with tho despised Russians 
was still fuffinent to animate ovary Erenchman 

In the meantimo Murat, who, when Napoleon entered Moscow, 
went in pnrsrat of tho flymg Russians towards Kolomns, had scvcml 
tunes encountered them, while their capital remained £n tho occupation 
of tho Invaders Kutusoff howevor, had oiocuted a bold and tlolfol 
moTcment during tbo third night of his retreat. Leaving a small 
flying army to Tnmnhtm appeanmccf on iho road, ho with his mam 
body, turned, under cover of tho darkness, towards Kalougs, anti 
was cnsblod to take up a strong position at Taroutino between 
Kalouga and Moscow, before tho King of Is spies bccamo scquaintcd 
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i itli Ills change of route Diiniig this noctumal iiiaich, the soldiers 
1 and citizens uho accompanied them uere staitled nitli the sight of 
I their blazing capital, the flames of u Inch Avcrc seen for many leagues 

; It had been one of the xinncipal featuics of the design, that tlie 

intention of the government should be concealed fiom all but the 
! agents employed in eflcctiug it, in order that the atiocity might be 
j aftei wards charged upon the French, as a consummation of their 

j Climes 

I Murat, on iccovenng tlic track of the enemy, pm sued nath the 
j utmost expedition In lus march, he had to pass tlie ruins of a 
splendid seat belongmg to Count Rostopchm, wluch that peison 
had caused to be burnt. A letter afiixed to the iron gate, infoianed 
the French troops tliat for eight years the mansion had been the 
favomatc residence of its proprietor “ The inhabitants,” it continued, 
“seventeen hundred m numbei, wdl leave it as you appioach, and 
it -will be reduced to ashes, that not one of you may pollute it by yom 
presence I have left 3 'ou tivo palaces m Moscow, woitli, with then 
fiirmture, half a mfllron of lubles” Near this spot. King Joachim 
overtook the Russian rear -guard, and had a brisk skiiimsli on the 
29th of September, and another on the -Ith of October The enemy, j 
however, suceeeded in estabhshing himsolf at Taroutmo, and Murat j 
was unable to do more than encamp in his front for tlie purpose of j 
watchmg his motions j 

On the 5th of Octobei, Lauriston ai rived at the head-quarters of 
Kutusofi’, and, in consequence of hrs mission, an armistice was 
proposed by the Russian General, and acceded to by the Kmg of 
Naples, the terms of which, however, were whoUy m favour of the 
wily Moscovites By this almost mcredible agreement it was stijiu- 
lated, that three horns’ notice should precede any attack on the hont 
of either army, but no provision was made concerning marauding 
parties an arrangement under which the Cossacks and other hght 
troops were at hberty to keep up a haiassmg and sangumary warfare 
upon both flanks of the French, while their own army was protected 
in the part where it was most vulnerable Napoleon highly disap- 
proved of this proceedmg but Murat, horn personal vanity, or 
contempt of his opponents, contmued to observe it, afibidmg him, 
as it did, an oppoitumty of amusmg himself, and of heanng the 
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flflttenes of the Costacks, on luj handeome person bnihant dresses 
and gallant horsemanahip The \Tamor8 of the desert, indeed, ircro 
BO captivated by his chivalnc bearing and frank good hnmonr that 
their chiefs told him they entertained thooghts of TnaVmg Imn their 
ting 

The mterconrse of the officen of the two armies at the outposts 
began, however, by degreea to assmne an onmions character The 
Buwmna were constantly receiving accessions In the rear of thmr 
position, the almost incessant rolhng of the drum, and platoon firing 
clearly indicated the activity with which new reermts were drilled 
while the wild, shaggy half broken horses, with long manes and 
tails which began to fill the camp with their neighing proved that 
a numerous cavalry was gathering from the remotest quarters of the 
Empire The French, from day to day grew more gloomy and 
diBcontented and the ammaticm of the enemy proportionablv in 
creaaed Stay another fortnight,” said the latter, ' and your noils 
will fall ofii and the weapons drop from yonr lifeless hands The 
hints of the Goesack chiefs were in a stram calculated to male a 
stronger onpressicm upon their susceptible opponents. ' Had yon 
not,” asked these Tartar wnr nor s *com and air and water enough 
in your own ooxmtry to subsist on while you lived, and earth enough 
to covet you when you died, that you have wandered so far from 
home to fatten a foreign soil with your carcases T 'V\'hy rob your 
native land of its rightful nounshnaentT” 

At length, Kutosoff bomg at the head of an overwhelming force, 
was desirous of ending tho anmitico mto which ho had duped Murat, 
Accordingly, as tho Emg was ndmg m front of his advanced guard 
ho was deKborately fired at by a Rusaian soldier upon which ho 
declared tho truce ended- Tho enemy who had desired and was 
prepared for this result, made an attack upon tho left flank of 3rnrat a 
corps on tho same day, and would, in all probabHity, have totally 
dofoatod It, but for tho gallantry of Poniatowiki and his brave 
Poles who, not only defended their own pontion against all the 
attempts of its assaflnnts whoso number more than trebled that of ll>o 
French, but broke tho Russian line, and earned dcstructmn mto their 
rants. Murat,, however eventually left part of tho field in the I 
possession of Kutosoff who from what ho saw m the camp learned 
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the straits to mIucIi the imacleis 'ncie letlucccl — hoisc-flesh and flayed 
cats, being tlic best kind of inoMsion found m the qiiaiteis of the 
King of Naples. 

This rcconiincnccincnt of liostilirics occniicd on the ISth of 
October Napoleon hcaid the sound of the cannon at the Kicnilin, 
Avhile icvicMing tlic dnisions of Ncy He changed coloui foi a 
moment, but recovering liimself intli clcctiical rajndity, the energy 
of his caihci yeais seemed suddenly restored Almost innumerable 
oiders for a general moicmcnt of the army n’cre instantly dictated 
to many ofliccis in succession, all diffcient, all embiacing the mmutest 
details, and containmg the clcaicst ducctions, yet each critically 
connected mth the othcis, and the whole foi-ming a well conceited 
plan of opeiations for the combined movement of a still magnificent 
army. The tioops began their maich the same evening, and next 
mommg, befoie day-bieak, Napoleon quitted Moscow to advance 
upon Kalouga, and give battle to KutusofiT His paiting instructions 
to hlortiei, veie to blow up die Kiemlm when the city was evacu- 
ated, and to pay eveiy attention to the sick and wounded. “Saciifice 
your baggage, eveiytlung to them,” he said, "let the waggons be 
devoted to their use, and, if necessaiy, youi own saddles This was 
the couise I pursued at St Jean d’Acic The officeis will first 
relmqmsh theii horses, then the sub-ofl&ceis, and finally the men 
Assemble the geneials and officers tmdei yom command, and make 
them sensible how necessaiy, m their circumstances, is humanity 
Tlie Romans bestowed cmc cioivns on those who preserved their 
citizens I shall not be less grateful ” 

The Emperor had entered Moscow with about mnety thousand 
effective men, and nearly thirty thousand invalids Of the latter, 
upwards of ten thousand had lecoveied, so that he was now enabled 
to muster more than a hundred thousand fightmg men, nearly fifty 
thousand horses of all lands, five hundred and fifty pieces of cannon, 
two thousand ai-tillery waggons, and an immense baggage tram, laden 
with the spoils of Moscow The lear of the army consisted of a 
confused ciowd of many thousands of persons, — Russian serfs, who 
desired emancipation, recruits, without uniforms, valets, waggoneis, 
Eiench and German women and childien, who had been settled m, 
Russia pi 101 to the mvasion, and a number of native damsels, smitten 


287 



DE8THTICTI0K OT THE KETULIJT 

by tbe diarms of tHoie "wbo bad doubly conquered tbem Calosbcs, 
carnages truclti and wbeelbaiTOTrB foBo^rod, filled -mtb ^uotob, 
Turbub, and Permian flags and trophiem the gigantic cross of iTan, 
bales of the nebeat mercbandise, tbe most costly and laest cumbrous 



articles of fomiture, and robes and gems of inestnnablo valuo * The 
motl^ Mscmblago ' mays S<^ar * rcsemhlcd m horde of Tartars 
returning firom a successful lurasiou ” 

The last columns of the Grand Army quitted^ the capital at roid 
nigbt, on tbe 22ad and, at one o doeV m the morning, tbe Krcmbn 
was blown up by ilorticr A bumber of Cossacks and peasants, wbo 
entered the palaco on tho departure of tbe Proneb, penshed witb it. 
Tbo explosion ma beard by l^opolcon at Femonskoi, ten leagues 
distant, and "was mistaken byniany of tho soldiers for tho shock of on 
earthquake AP tbe p r in cipal parts of tho building — tbo Imperial 
residence, the arsenal, tho bndgo, ond tho depdts of arms and cninin 
mtion — were totally destroyed. Tho restoration of tho ci^ in Its 
former splendour with its racfcbandiso and spoils, could not, it was 
calculated have been occomplisbcd at an expense of two tbonsand mil 
lions of francs — cigbty-thrco milboDS and m half of pounds sterling 
Count "WintnngCTodc attempted to enter the place as Morticr was 
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quitting it, but being surrounded, he pictcndcd to bo the bearer of a 
flag of truce, conic to summon the Ficiich to suircndcr Moiticr 
biicflj* replied, that it iias not usual foi gcncial ofTiccis to smnnion 
garrisons m person Tlic Count uas, thcicforc, made pnsonci, and 
taken forward to the Impeiial licad-quaiteis. On the 27th, a bulletm 
was issued, by the Empcroi, announcing that Tlie Kreinhn had 
ceased to exist, and all that remained of jMoscow was a den for savages 
and thieies.” 
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KVTSBXT OF TRC FBUtCB— TIIC UOtKWA — MAIUA — 

* FMOLCvAr— coRfPiKAcnr or WAtz-rr 1?J2 


APOtcOH, after quittujg iloacow, marched 
for BOXDe dutance along the old Kalonga 
road, as though he mtended to attach Ku 
tosodT in front bat hnlhng at tho castle of 
Kraffio-psdirs, he tamed ruddcnly to tho 
right, hoping thus to pass the Hoanan comp 
on the flank and then bj* another rapid 
moToment, to throw himself m tho rear of 
the encm^ between Tarontmo and Kalonga, whilo the dispositions to 
receive him should bo confined to the old road. On the 23rd of 
October he slept at Borowsk, where he learned during the night 
that General Oelions had reached Jlalo-Jaroslawotx, four league* in 
advance of hcad-^jnartcr* and tho onlp pomt at which KuttisolT could 
hopo to intercept tho advance of the French, The Jlatsians however 
had fostained many defeats and been too frequently oat nuuKravTcd to 
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neglect keeping a vigilant "watcli upon tke motions of so fonnidable a 
foe, wlien the veiy existence of their empne depended upon then: pie- 
sent piudence Napoleon’s change of route, therefore, was known to 
Kutusoff, through tlie yigilance of his .scouts, almost as soon ^ the 
heads of his columns had been turned, and the Russians were mstantly 
put in motion horn Taroutmo, m ordei to outstrip the Rrench, and 
eithei leach Malo-Jaioslawetz befoie them, oi attack them there 
befoie they could have effectually estabhshed themselves. 

Delzons havmg amved in the evemng, did not think it necessaiy 
at once to take possession of the town, but contented himself with 
statLomng two battahons to pieserve the place from surpnsa, while 
the tioops composing his division bivouacked on a small plam, on the 
noithern bank of the nver Louja About four m the monung of the 
24th, when all but the centmels on duty y^eie asleep, the corps of 
the Russian geneial Doctorqff rushed into the town with dieadiul 
outcries, speanng and sabrmg all they met, and drivmg befoie 
them the affrighted battahons which alone had crossed the bridge to 
occupy the town Delzons hasted forward with his gallant soldieis, 
and the battle speedily becmne general Eugene heard the noise of 
the artiUeiy at a distance of thiee leagues, and mstantly advanced to 
the lehef of his comrades As he approached the scene of action, he 
beheld Delzons mamtaimng his giound with heroic fiinmess against 
ten tunes his number, while the Russian Grand Army was advancmg 
lapidly to the attack from the Lectazowo load 

A desperate conflict ensued, in which Delzons and his brother, after ^ 
havmg penetrated to the centre of the town, were lolled^ General 
Gmllemmot, who succeeded to the command, still pressed forward, 
and thiowmg about a hundred grenadiers mto the church, converted 
that buildmg mto a citadel, which the Russians weie afterwards 
unable to pass Eive tunes did they rush, with .desperate energy, 
to the combat, but on each occasion were repulsed with terrific 
slaughter The battle coutmued during the whole day, wavermg 
from tune to tune, m consequence of the exhaustion of the French , 
but, towards evemng, when the Russians had succeeded m drivmg 
Gmllemmot back to the bridge, Prmce Eugene himself came mto 
action, lalhed the tioops, and again drove the Moscovites to the 
heights, whence they drew off to concentrate themselves between the 
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neglect Ivcoping a vigilant n ntcli npon the motions of so formidable a 
foe, nhen tlie very existence of their empire depended upon their pre- 
sent prudence. Napolcon^s change of route, therefore, n ns knon n to , 
Kntu'^ofT, through the ^ig^lnncc of liis scouts, almost as soon ns the 
heads of his columns had been turned, and the Ilus'sinns ncrc instantly" 
pul in motion from TarouUno, in order to outstrip the Ficnch, nnd 
either reach jMalo-.Taroslawctr, before them, or attack them there 
before the}* could hnie cficclimlly established themselves. 

Belyons having nrri\cd in the evening, did not think it necessary 
at once to take possession of the tomi ; hut contented himself vrith 
stationing two battalions to plcscr^c the place from surprise; while 
the troops composing his dirision bnouncked on a small plain, on tlie 
northern bank of the n\cr Louja About four in tlie morning of the 
24 ih, when all but tlie ccntincls on duty were asleep, the corps of 
the Hussion general Boctorqff rushed into the town with drcadtul 
outcries, siicanng and sabring all they met, nnd dnring before 
them the affrighted battalions which alone had crossed the bridge to 
occupy the town. Bclzons hasted forwnid intli his gallant soldiers, 
and the battle speedily became gcncrnl. Eugene heard the noise of 
the artillery at a distance of three lcnguc<;, nnd instantly advanced to 
the relief of his comrades. As he njiproached the scene of actiony he 
beheld Deirons maintaining his ground with hcioic liimnoss against 
ten times his number, wlulc the Hussian Grand Army was advancing ‘ 
rapidly to the attack from the Lcctazow'o road 

A desperate conflict ensued, in wdnch Delzons and his brother, after ^ 
haiung penetrated to the centre of the toivn, were killed. Geneial 
GuiUerainot, who succeeded to the command, still pressed forward, 
and throwing about a hundred grenadiers into the church, converted 
that buildmg into a citadel, which the Russians weie afterwards 
unable, to pass Five times did they rush, with .despeiate energy, 
to the combat; but on each occasion were repulsed wath terrific 
slaughter. The battle continued during the whole day, waveimg 
ftom time to tune, in consequence of the exhaustion of the French; 
but, towards evening, when the Russians had succeeded in driving 
Gudleminot hack to the bridge, Pnnee Eugene himself came into 
action,' raUied the troops, and again drove the Moscovites to the 
heights, whence they drew off to concentrate themselves between the 
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town and some neighbouring wood# In this desperate engagement, 
about eighteen thousand French and Italians, with every disadvantage 
of position, defeated upwards of thousand Buseians, nnder the 
eye of their General in-chief who had just issued a vaunting pro- 
clamation promising to annihilate the whole of I^apoleon s army, 
whenever it should afford him the opportunity of an encounter 

The Emperor who had remained at Borowik tracmg hia line of 
march on the map and givmg directioni, during the day, removed hie 
head-qnarten, in the night of the 24th, to Gorodnia, a village abont 
half a league ff om the scene of the preceding day s hattle Hero, m 
a dark and comfortless hovel he called a council of war, and proposed 
to renew the fight on the morrow and, at it* close, to contmne his 
march upon Kalonga, The generals present entertained conflicting 
opinions on the subject, Murat agreed with the Emperor, and 
offered at the hood of the advanced -gnaxd to cut his way through 
the Eustuns whom he thoroughly despised. Eavoust, however, 
treated this as extreme hardihood — Eutusoff being m possession of a 
•ones of defiles through which the French in advancing must neces- 
sarily pass and which might be defended, foot by foot, by a few men 
against ntnnhers Ho recommendod, instead, that a retreat should be 
directed towards Medjn. An altercation ensued between Davoust 
and Murat, which Napoleon was compeSod to end by dissolving tho 
counciL “ I win myself dcade. Sirs,” he said, " in tho mommg ” 
Ho afierwards occupied hnnsclf in collecting mteHigcnco concerning 
tho movements of the enemy Bessidres was sent to reconnoitre and, 
on his return, reported that tho position of Kutnsoff who had with 
him at least a hundred and thirty thousand men, was unnstnilahle. 
Napoleon, for tho first tone m his life, seemed stneken with constcr 
nation. " Are you certain ? Did you see rightly T "Will you vouch 
for the lact?” ho eagerly demanded and when tho Marshal repeated 
lus statement, tho Emperor crossed his arms, his head fell on his 
breast, and he paced the room slowly and heavily, in deep and gloomy 
thought. Ho slept not during that night, but lay down and rose up 
incessantly called for his attendants asked a mnlbphaty’ of nnim 
portant questions and folded and unfolded the map of Eussia, with 
o rapidity and fcYcnshncts which alarmed those about his person for 
hia sanity 
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About four in Ibc morning, be uns infonncd that a number of 
Cossack*; ncro gliding under co%cr of the darkness between bis 
ad\'anccd xiosts and tbc main army; but, disrcgniibng tins intclb- 
gcncc, be soon oAcnvards mounted bis liorsc and proceeded to Malo- 
.Taroslaw'otJ:. In crossing tbc plain towards Uic Louja, a clamour 
suddenly aro‘;c before bini, and a confused body of troops w’cre 
seen advancing. PlatofT, with Ins Cossacks, intent on plunder, liad 
stolen ncro‘:s tbc river, and nisbcd into tbc French camp with 
tbc wild war cry of tbeir countiy*. At first tbc exclamations bad 
been mistaken for tliosc of “ Vive rFmpcrcur,” but they soon became 
dislinguisbablc ns liostilc sounds. Fapp lind scarcely time to snatch 
Knpolcon's bndle and say, “It is the Cossacks! turn back*” ere a 
fierce band galloped towards them. Tlic Emperor, disdaining to fly, 
drew bis sword, and reined bis horse to die side of the highway. 
U.1io troop dashed past within a spear’s length of tlie Imperial party, 
and Fapp and his horse were wounded by the savage lancers; but 
Bessicrcs, with the cavaliy of tlie Guard, coming up immediately 
afterwards, scoured tlie plain, and Plaloif and his followers fled 
with tbc utmost precipitation, Icaring tbc boot}*, for wdiich they had 
overlooked a greater prirc, on the flcld Napoleon, and his escort, 
then proceeded wdUiout further ad^ enturc to Malo- Jaroslaw'etz. 

After passing over the flcld of battle, still covered with the dead 
and wounded, the proportion of Kussians being more than two to one, 
the Emperor, embracing Eugene, exclaimed, “This combat is the 
most glorious of your feats of arms ” The neighbouring heights were 
then surveyed, their outlets examined, and the position of Kutusoff 
reconnoitred , w^hen Napoleon returned silently to his miseiable 
quarters; and, after a long and seveie struggle with his feelmgs, 
gave orders for retreat. An hour’s delay might have changed the 
fate of Emope ; for at the moment when the fatal word was given, 
the Eussians, weakened by the shock they had sustained at Malo- 
Jaroslawetz m the Emperor’s absence, as soon as it was reported 
that he had brought up his main army, and was preparmg in person 
to give them battle, contrary to the advice of Su Eobert Wilson, 
had decided on abandomng their position and retinng with all speed 
to the South, to avoid a new encounter The terror mspired by the 
name of Napoleon was then imimpaned The first symptoms of 
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flight dissolyed the spell Tvhich had so long been ttotbh round him , 
end he "who had been previously regarded as invincible, ivtils mitantly 
reduced to the common human leveL 

The retreat commenced on the 2Cth of October As the soldiers 
quitted Gorodnia, every eye iras cast towards the ground, and scarcely 
E word passed from man to man Every one seemed broken in qjint 
and humiliated* A conquering army was retiring before an enemy 
which had never shewn its face but to eiponence defeat however 
daproportioned the numbers opposed to it- 

On the 27th, the Imperml head-quarters were at Verfea where 
the Em peror was met by Mortier and the Young Guard, who had 
been left to garrison the Kremlm Both Borowit and Ver^m were 
consigned to the flflmeg^ m coiiBe<[Ucnc6 of an insolent answer' from 
KutusofT to an application that hostilities might be conducted on 
the principles recognised by avilnred notions and from that penod 
all the towns and villsges through which the French troops passed, 
wore burnt by them to p reve n t thenr •heltenng the enemy On the 
27th the army bong divided mto three cor^t d'armit, the first 
led by ihlurat, the second by Frmce Eugene, and the rear guard by 
Eavoust, passed through htojaisk and on tho 28th, over tbo battle* 
field of tho Moskwa Tho first battahons that reached this well 
remembered scene raised a cry of terror at tho spedaclo which 
presented itself In addition to tho broken hOlocki tho black and 
trodden ground, and the overthrown trees, there were scattered 
about, especially near tho tcrriblo redoubt, fragments of armour and 
drums mingled with half-devoured carcases of men and horses 
" It IS tho field of tho great battle,” was murmured through tho ranks 
os tho soldiers passed. 

Isapolcon himself humed by scarcely glancing at tho place and 
all turned with sickness and ihnddcrnig from a scene which, besides 
forming unsheltered graves for so many friends and comrades 
reminded them of tarnished glory and of lost hope It u said, 
that ono of those who had been wounded on that tcrrihlc dav, was 
percaved to bo still hving and capable of orticulalion but this it 
IS needless to add u altogether incredible On the 2£Hh, the Emperor 
halted at the great abbey of Kolotskoi, where, notwithstanding the 
stnet orders which had been given fo tho contrary, many of the 
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hospital, when they heard that their biethren were passing, and 
extended then hands in agonizing supphcation,. praying for death 
in preference to being deserted in that inhospitable land Napoleon, 
when he came up, gave mstant orders that every cainage of whatever 
description should receive one of the suffereis , and that those unable 
to be removed should, as had been the case at Moscow, be left undei 
the protection of wounded Russians cuied by tiie Piench 

Many of the suttleis, mto whose caits these afflicted bemgs were 
then received, are said to have loitered behind m desolate places, and 
thrown the mvahds into holes and ditches The same day, as the 
army approached Gjatz, the bodies of a number of Russian piasoneis 
were found on the roads, the Poles and Portuguese, who had been 
appointed to guaid them, having blown out their brams, m oidei to 
be released ftom all further trouble The Empeior regarded this as 
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an unpardonable atrocity and bis opinion being Icnown, waa snffiaent 
to prerent a repettUon of the offence 

Napoleon halted for tirenty four hour* at Gjati and on the 31rt 
reached Viaxma where, for two days, he awaited the amTal of 
Engene and Davonet , and, m the meantune received letten from 
Fans and AVilna, together with the reports of “Nfarmhala Yictor and 
St. Cyr, who had been left at Smolensk and Polotd:. for the purpose 
of maintaining the hne of commnnicationa from Poland to Moscow 
Having learned that the Viceroy and Havonat wear© in the neigh 
bonrhood, and being nnable to obtain tidings of the BnssianB, the 
Emperor, on the 2nd of November, contmned his march, leaving 
Ney, with his comparatively fresh corps behind, to reheve Havonst, 
whose troops were exhausted Tfith fatigue and hunger Engene and 
Davonrt bivouacked that night widim two or three leagues of Viaxma, 
unconsaoua that the Bussuma were in the vicinity During the 
darknefli however Mdortdowich, with Kotusoff’s advanced-guard, 
rapported by Flatoff and many thousand Cossacks, turned the French 
flank, and posted themselves along the road between Viaxma and tho 
centre and rear guard of the rotreatmg army 

This manayuvre escaped undiscovered till the monung when Eu 
gene was about to resume his march but, when detected, it created 
no dismay The Pnnee immediately formed in Imo along tho high 
rood and, though attacked by an inflmtely superior force, kept tho 
enemy m chock, dll Noy, having received notice of what had 
occurred, brought up a smglo raiment m the rear of tho Bnssiani, 
and drove them from their poatioD Pavoust, at tho same tnno, 
sent forward General Ck)mpins with his divuion, and the battle 
became general, Tho French altogether mustered only thirty thou 
sand men tho Botsians double thnt number and their artOlory and 
cavalry were exceedingly numerous, Novcathclcsi Milorndowich 
was so hardly pressed by tho brave men, from whom ho had pre- 
sumptuously hoped to wrest a victory almost without a contest, that 
ho was compelled to send Sir Bobort Wilson who acted os a kind of 
mdc-do-carap to all tho Bossian commanders in turn, to request the 
assistance of Kutusoff to rescue him from his perilous ntaation The 
fight lasted seven hours Davoatt and Eugene, with their ofliecn 
and men among whom were many sdH covered with bandages, or 
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bearing tlieii arms in slings, on account of wounds received at the 
!Moskwa, performed prodigies of bravery, and in the end tbe Fiencb 
were enabled to retue m good order, and, after passmg tbrougb 
Viazma, and settmg fire to tbe tbwn, to bivouac for tbe mgbt on a 
small plam beyond ; — bliloradowicb, and even Kutusoff bimself, wbo 
bad brought up tbe Russian Grand Army, deemmg it imprudent 
again to molest them In tbis engagement, tbe mvaders lost about 
four thousand men, and tbe enemy at least an equal number 

Napoleon baited, on tbe 3id and 4tb, at Slowkowo, and on tbe 
5tb, reached Micbalewska, where be received a message ftom Victor, 
appiismg him that, after bavmg effected a junction with the corps of 
St. Cyr7 tbe marshals, mstead of maicbmg against "Wittgenstem and 
retakmg Polotsl^ which bad recently been wrested from the French, 
bad retired behind tbe Senno. This news greatly annoyed tbe 
Emperor, whose orders bad been expbcit, and be at once wrote to 
Victor, agam commanding bim to resume tbe offensive, and recover 
tbe important position which St. Cyr bad lost. Tbe instructions of 
' tbe Emperor, it may be obseiwed, were once more vainly urged, and 
the advantages of bis forethought lost, tbrougb the want of skiU or 
vigilance m bis generals 

It 'was during the night of the 5tb, that tbe snow set m On tbe 
6tb, tbe sun could not be discerned tbrougb tbe dense atmosphere. 
Tbe troops henceforth marched without bemg certain whither, and 
while they strove to force their way through whirl vinds of sleet, many 
fell into cavities by tbe way, whence tbe weakest rose no more Tbe 
wmd drove m tbe soldiers’ faces, and penetrated their thin wet 
clothes, tiU their bmbs chilled and stiffened Their breath froze as it 
was exhaled , and, bemg converted mto icicles, bung from then* cbms 
and beards. Tbe march soon became confused Tbe men, with 
sbiveimg frames and cbattermg teeth, could no longer keep their 
ranks, but crawled on m disordered masses, while tbe snow, col- 
lectmg round their feet mto bard lumps, or wbirbng round then 
beads m eddies, bbnded and stifled them A stone, a clod of earth, 
or of snow, and not unfrequently a gust of wmd, was sufficient 
to burl them to tbe ground, where they were soon covered with a 
dazzbng windmg-sbeet, — ■ a small hill ock alone markmg their cold 
graves Tbe road was filled mtb such, and tbe survivors burned 
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past in deuce and witli arerted eye* Above, sroxmd, all Tvaj enow 
and desolation and the few black tall pmea which were occasionally 
seen skirtmg the homon added to the horrors of the ecene, by 
imprcftsing its bleaknesa more strikingly on the jninA Inmunerahle 
men and horses fell and perished. The arms fhpped fixtm the 
benumbed hands of those who wandered onward, and were lost or 
broken. Many had their fingers froxen on thear mnaketa while to 
add to then- misery the Cossadcs hung on their rear, surrounded and 
ttnpped all the stragglers and detadied parties and, after wounding 
them m sport, left them, with brutal laughter to expire naked m the 
wildemess. 

At night, whan the army halted, it had no ahelter there was no 
spot of clear ground on which to brronac, no dry wood to kmdlo a 
fire It was a great, and too often an unavailing effort, to light a few 
branches of green pme to cook a meal of horseflesh, without vege- 
tables or bread and when the morning broke a carcle of stiffened 
bodies marked the places where paxtiee of mm had sought repose 
The horses sank as rapidly and nnmerotuly as the men and many 
of those who withstood the effects of hunger and cold were by 
the soldiers m order that some nutnment might be obtomed by 
drinking thar warm blood, and eome wa rm th by making cloaks of 
their rcelang ikms Pisciplmo speedily vanished m the majonty of 
tho troops, and this increased the mischiell The spoils of Moscow 
wore broken up and abandoned — the Gothic armour, tho ornaments 
of the Krcmlm the great cross of Ivan, and many other trophies, 
bemg thrown mto the lake of Scmlcwo, JIany pieces of French 
artillery were also destroyed and left on the road, with numerous 
baggage waggons tho Emperor's own camago, and even large stores 
of ammunition which tho surviving horses were unable to drag for 
ward Tho Eusnans ore said to have returned pubhc thanksgivings 
to God and their saints, for the tnncly assutanco of their most potent 
ally — tho frost and to have offered prayers for its contmuanco 

On tho 0th, Napoleon reached Smolensk whero ho had hoped to 
find shelter clothing, and provuions for nil his foUowert At sight 
of this town tho soldiers raised a cry of joy, and rushed forward, 
tumultuously to gain admission; bat their reception was such as at 
once to damp their enthusiasm Their countrymen, seemg tho wild 



and disoiderly state in wliicli they aiTived, their emaciated foims, lank 
and ferocious nsages, and total disoiganization, shut the gates in 
terror, as against banditti. At last the Impenal Guards airived, and 
•were admitted , and the tumultuous cro-wd rushed m after them but 
the good quarters and plenty, -which had been promised, -weie not to be 
found The to-wn -was still a heap of rums, and famme had begun to 
affect even the garrison by which it had been pre-viously occupied 
When pro’vnsions were, at length, given out, the men refused to cany 
them to then legiments, but eveiy one snatched what he could get, 
and lan to devoin it m the most sequestered comer or hovel he could 
find Brandy was plentiful, and this the soldiers diank to excess 
On the mornings of the 10th, the streets and huts were filled -with 
dead bodies Instead of ample supphes to last a hundred thousand 
men for fifteen days, there was msufiB.cient foi half that number 
dunng a third of the time The Emperor, to avoid seemg the 
misery by which he was surrounded, and which he had no means of 
alle-viatmg, secluded himself at head-quarters dunng his stay m this 
■wretched place 
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the whole plot ^ms detected, t\nd fell to the ground. Ilulin, on being 
required to surrender himself nnd his pnpers, demanded to see the 
authority for his arrest, nnd some papers being tendered him, he was 
about to retire to his cabinet to peruse them. iMallct became alarmed 
at this cool procedure, nnd sought to a^ oid detection by shooting the 
General. His hand, however, vms unsteady ; nnd Hulin was merely 
wounded in the chcolc, nith the pistol -ball aimed at him. Labordc, 
tlie Inspector-general of Police, now arrived ; and recognising iMallct, 
in his disgui'JC, ns one under suri cillance, and consequently abroad 
without pcrmi‘;sion, at once scired and pinioned him. The conspiiator 
made a last cflbrt to blow out his own brains ; but, being watched, he 
was quietly disarmed, conducted to pnson, whence he was subse- 
quently taken before a nulitary tribunal, condemned, and led forth 
amid Uic scoffs and execrations of the population, — who, a few days 
before, had followed him ndtli cheers, or looked upon lus proceedmgs 
with terror, — to die plain of Grenelle, and there, with diiiteen of his 
accomplices, shot AVell might the fallen Emperor characterize the 
Erencli people as turbulent, full of natural levity, and disposed to 
sudden change; mere weathercocks; the spoit of the winds ” 
Napoleon was greatly agitated uhen he read the despatches 
containing die recital of this extraordinary affair, not so much, as 
he has himself informed us, diat an attempt to renew the Revolution 
of 1798, should have been made, as at the facihty with which those 
who should have xiromptly suppressed it had become instrumental 
to the designs of the conspirators Scarcely an effort had been 
made to defend the existing government, and not a thought seemed 
to have been bestowed on perpetuating it The supposed death of 
the Emperor seemed to have been a natiual signal for change, and 
the Rin g of Rome was no moie remembered than if he had not been 
bom Napoleon could not restiam the bitterness of his feehngs m 
the presence of his geneials “ Does my power, then,” he exclaimed, 
“ hang on so slendei a thread ^ Is my tenure of soveieignty so frail, 
that a single person, a pnsonei, can place it m jeopardy ? Truly my 
crown IS but ill-fitted to my head, if, m my very capital, the audacious 
attempt of two or three adventureis can make it totter Afrei twelve 
years of government, after my marriage, after the buth of my son, 
after so many oaths, my death would agam have plunged the country 
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juto midit of roTolationary horror*. N«poleoa H. was for 
gotten! 

The re*olaboa of the Eraj>CTor -wei inmjcdifltoJj' taken to retani, 
with all speed to France Bettnng to hxs dmmbcr he eazd to Bapp 
“ Slufortone* never come nngly This ercat fills np the mesunire of 
evil here I cannot he evoiywhere hut I must absolutely xetum to 
my capital My presence there hoa hecome mfiifpensable to reatore 
public opimon. "We hare need of men and money Great facceates 
and great nctones wxU repair all Thu intention to quit the army 
however ww revealed but to n few lest bemg known among the 
eoldien it might cause greater confaaaon than already exuted, and be 
the mearu of producing itiH worse disasters 
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CHAPTER XLI 


DEPAUTUnE FnOM SMOLENSK — RETHEAT CONTINUED — KRASNOI — PASSAGE 
OF THE BERC6IKA — NAPOLFON RETURNS TO PARIS 

1812 




APOLEON remained five days at Smolensk, 
coUectmg reports from tire various scattered 
^ divisions of his anxiy, and giving such di- 

A lections as appeared hlcely to render the 

^ ^ continuation of the retreat less disastrous 

^ On every side, ho-wever, misfortunes "were 

thickenmg round him Eugene, unable to 
obtain lest oi food, had qmtted the dnect 
hue of maich, and pushed forward towards "Witepsk, by way of Dou- 
chowtchina, followed by Platoff and his Cossacks On the road he 
learned, that "Wittgenstem was aheady in possession of the town upon 
which he was marching, and, being almost without artillery, he was 
compelled to return to the mam load, with the loss of all his baggage 
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and a great nton'ber m killed and trotindod at the passage of the 
Wo^ 

I>arotut and Ney also had been hardlj pressed by the Co4»acij 
under Milonidowich The latter afraid after Malo-Jaroslawcti and 
Viamm, to Tentore on an open a^ck, pnrwrled around the French 
Ime of march, cutting off all stragglers breaking doTni the bridge* 
setting fire to homes and villages, and takmg advantage of 'woods 
rs'vines and heights to make unexpected attacks on the fiank or 
rear of their opponents and escape mlo tho howlmg -wwte before 
the blow* cotdd be returned. Baragosy dHiIhcn, who had been 
sent forward firom Smolensk to to keep tho road ffom Kalouga, 

had suffered himsolf to be surprised by s large body of Bnuaam, and 
bemg completely defeated, left an entire brigade to bo massacred — 
for according to tho despatches of the Eussian chicfit many were 
kDled, but few made pruoners —by the enemy Tho deportment 
of tho Emperor as he listened to these dreadful rcatals was ** grave 
dlent, resgned that of a cum fuffenng less in body than others 
^ but more m mind and submitUng to hu destmy ” 

‘ Having divided tho whea of hi* army which it u said was now 
reduced to lest than fii^ tboosand effoctrre men into four corps 
j under the command of Murat, Eugene Eavoust, and Ncy tho 
* Emperor with tho first column quitted Smolensk on tho 14th of 
hiOTcmbcr, at about four in tho morning Kutusoff with an oray of 
more than mnoty thoufiond men vras at tho samo time, marching 
towards Kraanoi on a Imo parollol to that of tho French whom ho 
speodfly outstnpped, and whose reticat ho had consequently tho menu* 
of cutting off at pleasure ililoradowich was sent forward to effect 
this olgcct and taking post with hn Cossacks across tho rt^ 
attempted to dispute the passage Tho appearance of the Old 
I Guard however alarmed him, and as the Imperial column continued 
I atcftdfly to advance its aMaiUnU fled and trusted to the nomcroa* 

I guns which had been placed on the ueighbourmg heights for tho 
j \ victory of which their personal courage failed to assure them. The 
I j ilosconte* showered from the HU* innnmcrablo bullet* upon the 
I foe hut did not vatturc ogam to move far from tho protection of 
^ 1 their cannon The grcnadiCT* of tho Guard as they came near the 

spot where the balls fiew fastest closed in a dense circle around 
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Xapolcon, lo sliicld him from llic fiic, and their band commenced 
1 xilajmg tlie ah, 

i On jic»t-on Cfrc intcuK qn’na sem <lc sa fnmillc?” 

j Tlic Emperor, feeling that this i\as loo exclusively applicable to 
j himself, desired them to play instead, 

Vcillons nil wilnt de rCinpirc 1” 

I The Enssians, amazed at the confidence of their opponents, reframed 

I from offering them further molestation, but 11010 eontent, after 

I the Emperor had passed, lo occupy the load iiith a body of twenty 
thousand men, for the pui'pose of inlcrceptmg the advance of Eugene 
and tlic corps left behind. 

The Viceroy was unable to move fioni Smolensk till the afternoon 
of the l.^th, and being benighted about three leagues from that place, 
•was imcxpcctcdly summoned by Miloradowich to surrendei. The 
Prince, hou'cver, formed Iris troops in battle order, and resolved to 
cut his -way tlirough all obstacles Tlic conflict, considermg the 
numbers engaged, uas one of the most sangumary that had been 
fought in Russia. Eugene lost moie than half his men, but he 
succeeded in driving tlic enemy from the heights, and haiong gained 
the open fields, marched to Krasnoi, and rejoined the Emperor. 
He narrowly escaped fallmg into tlie hands of Kutusoff, however, by 
the way. Bemg challenged by a sentinel m passmg that General’s 
outposts, a Polish soldier, named Kilsby, steppmg forward, said in 
Russian, Hast, fool * we are a party of OuvarofPs coips, despatched 
on a secret expedition,” upon winch they were suffered to pass 
•without an alarm being raised 

Napoleon now became anxious for the fate of Ney and Havoust, 
and, notwithstandmg his bemg thieatened by the mam army of the 
Russians, he resolved to await at Elrasnoi the approach of those 
marshals. Durmg the 15th and 16th, he could obtam no tidmgs 
of them, and at last became impatient, and. gave oiders to march 
m search of them. Before day-bieak on the 17th, the Old Guard 
was put m motion, •with the Emperor himself at then head, marchmg 
on foot, detemuned, if necessary, -to give battle to the host before him 
in order to rescue his biave rear -guard. “I have acted the Emperoi 
long enough,” he exclaimed, as he quitted his miserable quarters ; “ it 
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If tune that I ahonld agam become a General!” When the ron rose, 
the RuiaiaE force aeen m fitmt alorting the whole honion« 
Napoleon had with him about eloren thousand men, and while 
Kntusoff waa supported by upwards of a hundred pieces of ardUery, 
the French had not more thnn twenty guns, and those of infenor 
calibre The name of the Emperor alone seems to hare preyentod 
the Busaians &om adyancmg, as they might hare done, to crush the 
httle band opposed to them "his renown,' sayi Hailrtt, ‘^'hero 
proved not a mere worthless shadow, but a real and substantial 
power The enemy did not dare to come in contact with hum 
The very sight of the conqueror m so many fields of battle, struct 
the Busnans with awe and terror The Pyramids Marengo, Anster 
htx, Fnedland the Moahwa seemed to nse up around hnn and 
to mterpose as with some overmastering spell, between him and the 
immense body of his foes-” The cannon of Kutusoff made deep 
gaps in the French hne The fire flashed from east, south, and 
west but theur cannon was the only weapon tho Eusbans had 
courage to use and when at length Davoust made his appearance, 
scattering before him a cloud of Cossachi the Muscovite commandor 
enficrod both the Emperor ond the Marshal to withdraw frtrm tho 
field almost unpursued. Indeed, Morticr, who with three thousand 
men, kept tho ground whdo his comrades retired gave special orders 
that his dinsion should retreat at the ordmory marching stop, to show 
tho enemy In what contempt Russum valour and sHll were hdd ly 
those who fled fixan the chmole alone 
During this penod, the extreme suflbrmgi of the French may be 
estimated fitim tho account given by Napoleon m tho twenty nmth 
buHetm of tho campaign ** Tho cold,” says that celebrated document, 
tho accuracy of which has been ummsally admitted, " suddenly m 
creased after tho 7th and, on the Mth, 15th, and ZGth, tho thermo- 
meter was siitccn and eighteen degrees below frccimg point Tho 
roads were covered with ico tho cavalry, artillery, and baggage-horses 
died every night, not by hundreds but by thousands, especially those 
of Germany and Franco. In a fow days, more than thirty thousand 
liad perished- Tho cavalry was all on footi tho artillery and bag 
gage wero without means of conveyance and it become necessary to 
abandon and destroy great part of tho cannon, ammunition, and 





piovisions Tliat aimy, winch had been so fine on the Gth^ was veiy 
different on the 14th, — almost without cavalry, artillery, and trans- 
ports Without cavahy, we had no means of leconnoitnng a quarter 
of a league , while, without artillery, we could not firmly await and 
risk a battle It was requisite to maich, therefore, m order not to be 
forced to an engagement, which the want of ammunition prevented 
our desuing It was necessary for us to occupy a certain space of 
ground to avoid bemg turned, and that without cavahy to lead or 
connect the columns This difficulty, added to the intense frost, 
rendered oui situation miserable. Those whom natuie had not suf- 
ficiently steeled to be superior to fate and fortune were shaken, lost 
their gaiety and good-humoui, and dreamed of misfortunes and 
catastrophes alone those whose constitutions enabled them to brave 
vicissitudes, preserved their spirits and ordmary manners, and saw 
new glory m the difficulties to be surmoimted The enemy, finding 
upon the road traces of the calamities which had befallen the French 
army, endeavoured to take advantage of them, suiroundmg all the 
columns with Cossacks, who earned off, like the Arabs of the Deseit, 
the trains and carriages which for a moment diverged from or loitered 
on the march. This contemptible cavalry, which can only make noise, 
and IS incapable of penetratmg through a company of voltigeurs, was 
rendered formidable by circumstances Nevertheless, the enemy had 
to repent of all the senous attempts which he made ” 

On the 17th of November,. Napoleon slept at Lyadi, a frontiei 
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to'mi of ancient Huasia and, at dawn next day, resumed liw march, 
now Ijecomo more gloomy than crer from nncertainty respecting the 
f»to of Ney and the rear-guard of whom no mformatiori could he 
gamed and who it was generally hchcred, must haro fallen mto tho 
hands of the mfunated Saseums On the 16th, the Trench head 
quartert wero at Domhrowna, a town inhabited by friends. Hero tho 
Emperor learned that the enemy had taken Itnuk on. the IGth 
We haro nothing left, then ** ho «ud, despondmgly but to make 
our way with the bayonet.’* On the 19th dio troops passed tho 
Borysthenes and marched to Orota, where they found good quarter* 
and abundance of promioni Tho Grand Army eEtolimrc of tho 
diTinan of Hey and of a number of straggler* whose semcc* could 
not be calculated upon m ca*es of emergency now coiuatted of obout 
twelve thousand men without baggngo emaciated with facuno, and 
almost naked. At Orcia, Hapoleon burned a number of oxticlea 
which if taken by the enemy might have been exhibited as trophie* 
of victory and among other thing* tho oSoal document* letter* 
and memoranda which ho had eollectod os aatcnals for hi* own 
biography 
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On the 20tli, after many unavailing enqiiuics concemmg Ney, just 
as tlie soldieis "svere quittmg Orcza to advance upon Bonsoff, a numbei 
of Polish hoisemen arrived, and announced that the jMaishal, vath the 
rear-guaid, "was on the nght-bank of the Borysthenes, and Tvould, m a 
shoit tune, be at head-quarters. The Empeior was overwhelmed with 
joy when he heaid this welcome news. “ I have thiee bundled 
mdhons [of fiancs] m gold,” he shouted, “ in the cellars of the 
Tmleries, and I would have given it all to save Marshal Ney ” 
"WTien the veteran himself arrived, to relate the dangers thiough 
which he had passed, Napoleon grasped his hand, shook it heartily, 
and haded him by his proudest title of Bravest of the Brave, 
— a designation which it has never been demed was fully merited 
“ The history of war,” says ]\Ir. Lockhait, " does not present many 
such examples of msuperahle difficulties overcome by the imion of 
skill and valour.” 

Ney had left Smolensk on the 17th, accompamed by between six 
and seven thousand men, leavmg the greater part of his sick and 
wounded to the meicy of the enemy On the load they saw nothing 
but traces of a dreadful lout, broken arms, ftagments of aimour, and 
remnants of uniform, with overthrown carnages and dismounted 
cannon, lying on the snow and strckmg m the hollows Many dead 
and dymg horses were also found by the way, and not imftequently 
the sight of half-devoured human bodies appalled the spectators 
One spot bore traces of recent and desperate conffict It was the 
battle-field of Krasnoi, on which the Emperor had halted for Davoust 
A httle beyond this scene, the plains and nsmg giounds skirtmg the 
Losnuna were covered with the enemy. A thick mist, however, pre- 
vented Ney from observmg this, tdl his men were close under the 
Bussian batteries, and an officer appeared to demand his sword “ A 
Marshal of France never surrenders,” rephed the biave soldier 
The numeious guns fiom the neighbourmg heights almost m^tantly 
after wards opened a tremendous fire of grape-shot upon the column, 
the concussion of which dissipated the mist, and revealed the magm- 
tude of the enemy’s host, which, however, accoidmg to the timid 
pohcy which was now mvanably pursued by the Muscovites, stmed 
not ftom behmd its sheltermg cannon Ney, undaunted by the 
perilous situation m which he stood, rushed, at the head of three 


309 


RETBEAT OF KEY 


tiotuand of the Impenal Guard, through the ratine of I/Monuia, to 
assault the Emnaia at their battene*. He wa» driven back hotrever 
bj* mere force of number*, and many of hu brave foUotrerB penahed 
by the b^fonet* of the foe and m the xiver 

Notwithstandmg the first failare horrerer he rallied his men, and 
again ascended to the attack, drmng the Eu&siflii* back tUi the masa 
ngam became impcmou* from its density The unequal contest wa* 
maintained UU evening the Russoan* not darrog to follow and crush 
the resolute band, whose valour had spread mch terror through their 
rank* 'SVhen it grew dark, Ney withdrew from the field, a* if m 
tending to return to Smolonak, m order to mislead the enemy Ho 
did not, however march far m that direction, but, coming to a rivulet, 
broke the ic© to seo which way the current ran, observing * This 
itream flows into the Dneiper — this shall be our guide and pur 
stung it* course reached m safety the boundary nver of the Car f 
hereditary domiruon* A lamo pcaanl mfonned them where they 
might pas8 oa the me Ncy wraj^^ in hi* cloak, tlept on the bank 
whilo the troops passed m single ^e for the ico was thin and bent 
and crackled under their feet. The wagons laden with the baggage 
and with many sick and wounded soldiers next attempted to pass 
bat the frail bndgo broke beneath their weight, and the carnage* 
one after another went down amid piercing ihnoks and groans An 
officer named EngueviUe floated over on a piece of ice, and was 
rcfcnod by Jfoy himself The Cossacks, having tracked their retreat, 
and gathered in force behind them now attacked and earned the 
rcimumng camage* and made pnsoncr* of a few straggler* who had 
not nrnvcd la tune to cross with thnr comrade* Tho great object of 
Ncy, however was achieved and he was enabled to march forward, 
though tcarccly knowing whither in »cardi of tho Emperor During 
the night of tho 18th, tho goHant coips retched a viILigc where plenty 
of provision* and theltcr were found and a hundred Comcks were 
made prisoner*. On the following day tho troops pursued thar route, 
consUnlly purrued by Platoff and hi* horde from whom however, 
there wa* htUc danger except to the atraggler* tho Eustians scni 
pulously keeping out of rcadi of the French muskets 
On the 20th tho wreck* of the Grand Army were all united and 
Napoleon on tho 21*1, pushed forward toward* the Bcictiux. On the 
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23idj an officer brouglit infomation to the head-quaiters" at Toloczina, 
that Bonsoff was in possession of the Russians. The Empeior re- 
mained for a time speechless and motionless, then raismg his hand 
towards heaven, and sighing heavily, he said, ^^Is it wiitten theie 
that we shall commit notlimg but errors?” That mght was one of 
restlessness and agony. The officers who remamed m his chamber, 
expressed theii earnest wishes that their Sovereign could reach 
Trance; “were it even through the an,” said Daru, “since the pas- 
sage of the earth seems barred. Your Majesty,” he added, ‘‘ could 
much more certainly serve the army in Pans than here ” Napoleon 
enquired whether all the reports of the mimsters were destroyed, and 
being answered in the negative, rephed, ^^Let them be burned 
forth-sYith , for it must be confessed that we are m a truly lamentable 
condition ” He then had the situation of Bonsoff explained to hi m , 
and glancing ovei the map, suggested that a passage might be obtamed 
at a lower pomt of the rivei This, however, was objectionable, as 
being m the neighboiuhood of Tchitchakoff’s position, and gomg 
lower, he found that he was appioachmg the country of the Cossacks. 
“ Ah I ” he exclaimed, stoppmg short, as the remembrance crossed 
him, “Chailes XII ’ Pultowa!” He finally deteimmed to attempt 
the passage at Studzianka, a village a httle to the nght of Bonsoff, 
where the rivei was about a bundled yards wide and six feet deep. 
This must have appeared a highly penlous venture, even to Napoleon, 
as there was no bndge, and the landmg on the opposite side was 
in a marsh, surrounded by heights already m possession of a powerful 
and well-organized army, but he had still strong confidence m the 
resources of his own gemus, and in the courage and enterprise of 
his followers 

His prelimmary measures weie to collect the remaining eagles of 
his several regiments, and cause them to be burnt, to destioy all 
useless and unnecessary carnages, to form eighteen hundred of his 
dismounted Guard mto two battahons , and to assemble round his own 
person all the officers who had been able to save their horses This 
corps bemg formed* mto four companies of a himdred and fiffy men 
each, was denommated the “ Sacied Squadron.” It was placed under 
the command of Grouchy, subject to the general orders of Muiat 
Generals of division performed the functions of captams, colonels 
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feared as rabolterajs, and mfenor officer! m pnvates m the raaka 
Thete arrangemeaits hemg completed, the troop*, greatly refreihed by 
the good qaartera and pleaaty they had CTeryrrhere ibimd amco 
pewmg the Boryithcnei commenced thmr march throngh the dark 
pino forest of Mnuh toward* Stndnanlca tlus road haviDg been 
chosen va order to bewilder die enemy as to thenr dfistnmUoiL Am 
they approached Bonsoff lond ihouts were heard before them which 
were at fi»t behcred to proceed from the hostdo army of IVitt 
gcnstcin A few men ran forward to reconnoitre and *x>eedily 
rctnmed with the pleasant news tlmt U was tho corps of ManhaU 
Victor and Oudinot, which having heaten Wittgcnitein had rctnien 
Bonsoff and were wsitmg for Napoleon Tho hndge acrots tho 
Beresma, however had been dettroyed by the defeated Rtusian* 
and oh the caosoTeays on ihe farther inde were occupied by thar 
troops and artillery 

Tho meeting of tho French soldiers cannot bo adeqnately doflcribcd4 
Victor’s mon wero ignorant of the disasters which had befallgn tho 
Grand Anoy Kmce its eracnation of Moscow and wero, therefore, 
toUiDy unprepared for tho miserable crowd which presented itself — 
covered with rags with pieces of carpet, women s pchsscs nntanned 
horso slcnu and tottered cloaks scorehod with the bimuto £rc« 
their feet naked or wrapped m cho most wretched subsUtatoi &r 
shoe* and thar faces dirty amoko dried, and deformed with long 
matted board* Tho veterans shed tears togolhea: over the rccatal of 
auilennga such as had never perhaps been previously heard of and 
all were horror-stnekeu when they heard that tho fugitive band, 
which had amved, was all that remained of tho magnificent army 
which had been recently qaartcrod m tho Krcmhn, os conquerors of 
the Btusion capitaL 

Yct,'^ say* B^izhtt, ** tho unarmed tho dymg though they know 
that they snurt make then way across a nver in the free of a new 
enemy, doubted not of nctory They felt themselves conquered by 
nature alone. Tho sight of their Emperor sustained their courage 
All that was wanted was strength to follow him ho alone who had 
raised hu soldiers to such a height, and prcapitatod them *o low 
CDold save ihcnu Some crawled to foil and die at his feet; and even 
m tho ranagt of dclinoin they implored, but never reproached him 
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If tlieie -were any mumims, tliey were not teaid wlien lie was 
piesent Of all tlieu misfoi tunes, tlie gieatest was that of displeasing 
lum, so rooted was then trust in, and their submission to, the man 
who made the woild submit to them, and whose genius, tdl now 
always tiiumphant, always infallible, had tahen the place of them 
own fLee-wiU.” 

On the 25th, a variety of movements weie made, by older of the 
Empeior, all mtended to deceive the enemy as to the pomt at which 
he mtended to cioss the nvei Two passages, above and below 
Bonsoff, weie caiefuUy exammed Thiee hundied men, and a 
numbei of stiaggleis, were despatched towards Oukoholda, with m- 
structions to collect, as hastily and earnestly as possible, the necessary 
materials for constiuctmg a bridge A number of cuirassieis were 
shortly afterwards sent m the same direction, filing off with great 
parade m sight of the enemy, and, lastly, a number of Jews and 
others, who it was thought would report what they knew to the 
Russians, were mteriogated about the ford These demonstrations 
succeeded m withdiawmg the attention of Tchitchagoff ftom the spot 
where preparations were really makmg for the passage The utmost 
dihgence and caution, however, were necessary AU day the army lay 
concealed m the woods, or loitered about Bonsoff at night the engi- 
neers co mm enced their labours , and their persevermg efforts were 
crowned with success, though at a large sacrifice of their numher ftom 
cold and exhaustion Many of them worked, throughout the night, up 
to their necks m water, and compelled to struggle every few minutes 
against immense pieces of ice, fioated down by the stream Their 
only light was ftom the watch fires of the Russians, who were stdl 
encamped on the opposite heights 

Napoleon supeimtended the working parties m person He seemed 
exceedmgly anxious and uneasy as to the probable result of the ad- 
venture, but sard nothing that could indicate want of confidence m 
its success Rapp, Moitier, and Ney, however, declared that if an 
escape were now effected, they should henceforth beheve m the 
Emperor’s presidmg star Even the bold and reckless Mm at acknow- 
ledged that he was hopeless as to the army , and said, that it was time 
to rehnquish all thought of savmg any but the Empeior, on whose 
fate depended that of France Similar fears and desires pervaded the 
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BoldxeTB m the raohe. Some brave Poles volnnteered to extncato 
Napoleon from the dangera which emroimded him, hy gmdmg him 
throngh roads with which the Bnssums wore xmacquainted, to the fron 
tiera of Pmssia and thar commander Poniatcrwaln, offered to pledge 
htt life for tiieir success hat ffns enggestion wm mrtantly rejected, as 
implying cowardice and involving shamefhl flight from danger 

As day dawned, and the Knasian fires gradually grew paler, die 
French took their arma and ranged themselves, m order to answer, 
as well as they could, the cannonade which was expected to be 
directed upon the bndges at which General Ebl4 1 dmaion wore still 
labouring and which were not yet nearly completed* "When the 
French generals who were watching the opposite hank of die river, 
•aw the enemy retreating with baggage and artillery towards Bon 
•off they could tcarcely behove their eyes. A short tone however 
sufficed to convmce them of the fret. Bapp and Oudmot then 
hastened to Napolen. “ Sire ” smd they * the enemy has raised 
htt camp and abandoned hu position." — Impossible I " rephed the 
Bmperor mcredolouily The news, however, was soon canfinned 
by Ney end Murat, when he hastened to the edge of the water and 
beheld the last files of the Mosconte army retire mto the woods 
"With an exuberance of joy such as ho •eldom displayed Napoleon 
clapped his hands and shouted, " Then I have deccaved the Admiral 1 " 
A few Cossacks, with a couple of field pieces, having observed some 
sudden activity among the French, letumed and fired but Napoleon 
forbade his aitillery to reply, lest the foe should take the alarm and 
return. General Jacqueminot, and the Polish Count Predneda, 
however followed by about fl%- chaisours, carrying behind them 
the same number of light infimtry plunged mto the nver, and, 
though the ico cot the chests and flanks of thar hones, they reached 
the opposite bank m safety, ond estabhahed themselves so as to cover 
aD approach to the bndges. Two slight rails were then constructed, 
by means of which, in the course of an hour four hundred men 
passed tho stream, and the Cossadcs fled. The bndgo for the infantry 
was shortly afierwards finished and tho division of Lcgmnd rapidly 
crossed with its artillery, amid loud shouts of “ Vive 1 Fmpereur I 
bapolcon himself on attaining tho right bank, exclaimed, ** Bly star, 
then, still reigns 1 " 


III 


PASSAGE OF THE BERESINA 

Tlie passage of the tioops, baggage, and stiagglers continued dunng 
the whole day and night of the 26th and 27th — Oudinot and Dom- 
brosla protecting the heads of the budges, and Yictoi guaidmg the 



real on the heights of Studzianka It was not till late on the 27th, 
that the Russians discovered they had been outwitted , and then, with 
fury heightened by chagrin, they returned to the attack — "Wittgenstein, 
reciossing the nvei at Borisoff as soon as that town was evacuated, 
marched against Victor, and Tchaphtz was detached against Oudinot 
to Stakowa Tchitchagoff him self lemamed opposite Oukoholda, as 
if he still expected that a passage would be attempted m that quarter 
In consequence of the piomptitude of Wittgenstem’s movements, the 
first brigade of the division of General Partounaux fell mto the hands 
of the enemy. It appears to have left Bonsofi" at five o’clock in the 
evening, missed its way m the dark at six , and, aftei marching two 
or three leagues m a wrong dnection, was sunounded and taken by 
the Cossacks of Platoff and the corps of Seslawm Two thousand 
infantry, thiee hundied cavahy, and three pieces of artdlery were 
thus lost to the Emperor 

On the mormng of the 28th, an almost simultaneous assault was 
made upon the French positions on both sides of the nver The 
battle was commenced by Tchaphtz, who endeavoured to turn 
Napoleon’s right, and thus cut off all egress fiom the bridges, but 
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Oudmot, Key, and their comrades, gave die aamulants so xrarm a 
reception, that they Tvere speedily compeDed to retire, vrhen General 
Donmerc, charging them at the head of a division of cmraasiers 
vliile the Poles of Dombrosii, emerging from a wood, attached them 
m flank, the Kuasians were routed with dreadful slaughter, and the 
loss of nx diousand pnaoners two standards and six pieces of cannon. 
Colonel I>uhois, for his distinguished bravery m succeauvely breakmg 
BIX squares of in&ntry by his rapid and dextrous movements, was 
rewarded with the rank of General conferred on the field of battle. 
Tchaphtx several tames during the engagement, sent to Tchitchngoff 
lor reinforcements hut the Admiral eixcused himself from com 
plymg with the demand on account of “ the wmd beong contrary ! ’ 
Had he properly supported the attack, it is scarcely probable that 
a remnant of the French could have escaped destruction. The 
country around is a dreary swamp which the invaders were com 
polled to cross by means of raEways formed of trunks and bronchos 
of pino trees and combustiblos having been previously coBectod and 
hud for the purpose, a single spark from the pipe of a Cossack would, 
according to Sogur have been soffiaent to destroy all means of 
extneabon from the morass and render useless the pasMgo of the 
Bcrciina. ‘'But,” says Sir Walter Scott, “it was not so decreed I” 
Tchitchagoff seems to have been satisfied with the glory of having 
onco in hu life directed an attack agamst tho great Kapoleon- Ihc 
possibility of making him a prisoner docs not appear, ot that tunc, to 
have occurred to any of tho Bussian commanders. 

Victor, meanwhile, mamtamed an unequal contest on the left bank 
of tho nver against Wittgenstein and PJatoff Tho bndges in various 
places, had repeatedly given way under the weight of baggage, artfl 
Icry, and troops, with which they had been constantly burdened and 
these accidents had retarded (he passage for several hoorw Tho 
unarmed stragglcri mingling with tho usual followers of a camp 
futtlcri Jews women, children and domestics and with thp sumvors 
of those who had accompanied tho army from hfoscow were crowded 
together on tho hank near tho bridges and, by their clTorts to crow, 
made tho confusion raoro dreadful delaying instead of hastening the 
escape of oU. ^lany were crushed down and trampled to death; 
others were thrust over tho bndges while those who had not strength 
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I Fiiooch K’fi to flrncrglc, sit clown upon the snow to n\\nit, resignedly, 
I ^^lnle^c^ fnlo misiht ensue'. Al>oul initl-tlny on tlir 2.‘'th, n Inirricnnc 
I aro'ic, nml gAve ndditionnl horrors to wlml wna nlrcndy so imUI nnd 
I icrrifie. Soon nftcrnnrds, Victor -wns compelled to gi\c ground before 
I the ONcrwhelming forces brought ngninst him. ’J'liis ocensioned n 
I fcnrful pinic nmong the rreneb, nnd drove them in siich numbers 
\ upon the bridges, tbnl the Inrgcr one gave unj, nnd jirccipilnted 
I multitudes into Uic wntcr. 'j’lic screnm of mortal ngony,” snjs 
Scott, >\bicb arose from the despairing crow d, became nt tins crisis 
I so universal, for n moment, that it rose shrilly audible o^cr tlic noise 
1 of the elements, nnd the thunders of war, nbo\c the wild whistling 
of the tempest, and the sustained nnd redoubled hoinra<i of the 
Cos'^achs.” lliis fearful scene continued till night; and even Uic 
dnrlvncis did not end it; some, plunging into the icy river, saicd 
thcm'JoUcs by swimming; others found a -watery giavc; nnd many 
rushing to the still standing bridge, prc‘?scd furiously fonvnid, rcgaid- 
Icss of all but themselves. Victor w'ns enabled to Icccp back the 
enemy till about nine in Uic c\cning, ■\^hcn all tlic rcgulni tioops 
baling p.isscd, he led his corps across the bridge The ihiong nnd 
confusion subsequently became greater than ever. A numbci of 
Cossacks mingled with Uic French, hoping thus to secure a footing 
on the right-bank, and to ertrr)' disordci into the Emperor’s oivn 
quarters. At day-break, on the 20Ui, Gcncial Ebl6 w'as ordered to 
set Uic bndge on fire , nnd then an immense number, botli Russians 
and French, rendered desperate by disnppointnlcnt, ruslicd into the 
flames, or threw themselves headlong into the nver, in the vain hope 
of reaching Uie opposite bank Many of the camp follow'eis and 
guns of Napoleon, and a considerable quantity of baggage, became 
the “ picy” of the Cossacks. The numbeis lost on this occasion, by 
the sw'ord and the flood, have never been distinctly asceitained, but 
the Russian accounts state tliat, -when the thaw pemutted, upwards of 
tlnrty-SLX thousand bodies weie dragged fiiom the Beiesma, and burnt 
upon its banks The gieatei portion of these, undoubtedly, apper- 
tained to the Army of Invasion. 

The situation of the Fiench, during the three days occupied in 
crossmg the nver, was dreadful. The corps of Victor and Oudmot, 
which had not experienced the pnvations of the letieat from Moscow, 
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had, till then preserved their orgamsatioii bnt now sU were mvolvcd 
m the same confusion Discipline entirely disappeared the men no 
longer obeyed their officers, who indeed made but feeble attempts 
to enforce commands which they boliered to be useless All were 
engrossed with providing for self preservation apparently for g e tfu l 
that, m them ntuation, this wonld hare been lesa difficult had the 
order, necessary to ensure success to the oxertionf of a multitude, 
been mamtamed. The village of Brdowa was entirely pulled down , 
and tho wood, of which its habitations had been principally con 
structed, was used as fuel for the camp fires. The weather was so 
excessively cold, that the tears, which were forced by agony, were 
fioion on the cheeis of the men , and scarcely any pnmaions were to 
bo obtamed. Around every bivouac, the morning disclosed a circlo 
of dead bodies Mmisten of State, generals and privates, huddled 
together without r^ard to rank, sat as near to each other as poaoble, 
that they might denre warmth from their noghbours bodies, and 





all waited, with hopeless despondency for tho frost or tho Russians to 
release them from insupportable sofienng The Sacred Squadron, 
and a few veterans of the Old Guard alone maintained a show of 
soldier IDcc fortitude These bivounclccd around the Imperial tent 
and however they disregarded other things, they kept o stnet watch 
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o\cr the personal snfrty of Nnj^olron. But even in tlic midst of these 
horror-i, trait*, of chnmrter, which rouhl scnrccly ha\ c been expected, 
were ob’.en.nbh*. An old nohlcmnn, n relic of the gn} nnd brilliant 
dt)**. of the Bourbon Court, wm seen nt morning fitting on the snow- 
covered stump of n tree, performing nil the minulin: of liis toilet, 
shaving, dre^-^ing, nnd pondering his head, n«5 thougli perfectly nt 
I ease, nnd nbout to in*;pect his troops njion parade in the heart of 
I Baris; while nenr him ncro se>cral scientific men, with tlicir teeth 
j chattering in the Northern blast, discussing the causes of the nind’s 
I idolcncc nnd direction. 

' On the 29th of Ko\cmhcr, the Emperor quitted the banhs of the 
! Bcrcsinn, and pushed foniard to Kmnen, nhere lie halted for tlic 

I night. Here the Busrian prisoners ncrc folded like cattle, and, ns 

they rccchcd no food — the French liaM’ng none to give them — 
a great numher perished from the cold and stan'ntion. The 
sunivors were seen, in many instances, dc\ curing the carcases of 
tlicir fallen comrades. On Uic 30Lh, Napoleon slcxit nt Plcchnitei, 
on tlie 1st of December at Slailci, nnd on the 3rd nt Mnlodcczno. 
Here proMsions and forage in abundance were again found, nnd 
convoys arrived from "Vi^’ilna. Tlic vounded oflicers and soldiers, 
tlic baggage, the women, children, nnd stragglers, and whatever 
else could impede or embarrass tlie movements of the anny, were 
now sent fonvard under escort. Several thousand horses were 
obtained from the Aarious depots, and the cavalry remounted. The 
remaining artillery was repaired, nnd tlic troops were once more 
placed in marcliing order. It v as at Ma]odeczno,'when the gieatest 
dangers attending the letreat seemed to have been oveicomc, that 
Napoleon announced to his chief officers liis intention to quit the 
aimy, and return to France. As the causes of his resolution, he 
assigned the conspiracy of Mallet, the state of France geneially, 
and rumours which had reached him of hostile piepaiations makmg 
in Prussia, among the Princes of the Rhenish Confederation, and 
even in Austria — all of which powers it was necessary to overawe 
The generals unanimously approved the design, and preparations 
were forthwith made for the Emperor’s departure. 

On the 5th of December, the troops reached Smorgoni, and Ney 
having brought up the rear-guard, the marshals were all invited to 
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Bup mtli tte Emperor At the conclusioTi of the repast, the latter 
stated that he Bhould aet ont that mght for France leavmg the 
command of the army to the King of Naples I hope,” ho said, 
"you mil all obey hym as myself and that the most perfect harmony 
mil reign among you.’ He assured them, that he would toon return 
at the head of three hundred thousand men, and, in a second /wn 
paign, complete the conquest which the frost had retarded. He then 
embraced them all and took leave, and, at ten o clock, set out, 
accompamed by Canlaincourt, in a carnage which had been provided 
for the occasion Wukasowich captam of bis gnard, and Eoustan, 
hii favounte hlamehike occupying the box Dnroo and Lobau 
followed m a sledge That same night, the travellers narrowly 
escaped bemg captured by the Russians, who having surprised 
and sacked the village of Youpranotn, abandoned it about an hour 
before the Emperor s omvaL At WOna, he gave a lengthened 
audience to Maret, Duke of Baasano and procoodmg thence to 
WakowMlo, chongod his carnage for a sledgo and bostened to 
"Warsaw where ho arrived on the 10th. 

The Abb4 de Pradt has given a cunons though evidently can 
catored, account of an intomcw which he had mth Napoleon m 
the Polish capital- "I was engoged,” he says “in answering a 
despatch of the Hako of Baisano, when the doon of my apartment 
flew open, and gave admittance to a tall figure led m by one of 
my sccretones A black silk handkerchief onrclopod his head 
his face was buned m the fdrs which wrapped his neck his walk 
was impeded by a double rampart of furred boots. It seemed Hko 
an apparition from another world ‘Make haste — follow me, said 
tho phantom. I ftrc»o, advanced towards him, and catchmg a glimpse 
of hii profile recognised him, ond exchumod ‘You here, Caulam 
court! "Where is tho Emperor T The Duke rephed, ‘At thoHdtcl 
d Anglcterro, waiting for you. — ‘Why not alight at tho palace?* I 
enquired. Ho travels incognito,* was tho answer ‘And whither 
nro you proceeding! ‘To Pans — But where is tho army? ‘It 
exists no longer, said Caulamcourt, raising his eyes towards heaven. 

* What then of the victory of tho Bcrcanna, and tho six thonsand 
pntonen ? That is all i>ast tho prisoners have escaped wo had 
other business than to mmd them 
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It was half-past one when we i cached the hotel A Polish sen- 
tinel stood at the gate ; and in the yard was a small cairiage, mounted 
on a sledge, together with two open sledges, half-demolished This 
was all that lemamed of so much giaudeui and magnificence Me- 
thought I saw the winding-sheet home hefoie the mighty Saladm 
Piesently the door of a low naiiow loom opened mystenously, and I 
was mtioduced to and left alone with the Empeior. The wmdow 
shutteis of the mean apartment weie half closed. A Polish maid- 
servant was blowmg a fire, made of gieen wood, which resisted all 
her efibrts to kindle, but filled the loom with smoke and steam 
Napoleon, enveloped m a superb green pelisse, covered with gold 
trimmings, and hned with foi, was walking rapidly up and down the 
chamber ' Ah * Monsieur rAmbassadeur 1 ’ he exclaimed, when he 
saw me , and lequestmg my assistance to take ofi" his pelisse, he 
repressed my expiessions of sohcitude and sensibdity by enquning 
about the state of the Duchy ” Tbe Abb4 proceeds, at considerable 
length, to relate a conversation, parts of which, however, were evi- 
dently fabricated in spleen, because the Emperoi, findmg a disposition 
in the Ministei to study his own interest lather than that of his 
Sovereign, and to assume the ans of a patron, instead of retaining the 
obedience of a servant, left for hun, at the close of the mterview, an 
order to return to Prance. The dialogue, nevertheless, contains 
several remaikable observations, which appeal to have been genuine. 

I hve m the midst of agitation,” said Napoleon “ It is sluggish kings 
only who glow fat in their palaces . my place is on horseback m the 
camp I have constantly beaten the Russians , they dare not stand 
before me They are no longer the soldieis of Friedland and Eylau 
I quit my army with regret ; but it is necessary to watch Austria and 
Prussia, and I have more weight on my throne than at the head of 
my army. What has occurred is unfortunate, but it was the efiect 
of climate — the enemy had nothing to do with it — the Moscovites 
have been beaten everywhere I cannot hmder it from ftee 2 ang in 
Russia, any more than I could prevent the Danube from nsmg six- 
teen feet m one mght at Esshng They told me every morning, that 
I had lost ten thousand horses dunng the night Peihaps I staid too 
long at Moscow. It was fine, and I expected peace there, but the 
wmter came on before the usual tune Ah ' it is a grand pohtical 
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gnme he who mta nothing gams nothing There is but one step 
from the sublime to the ndiculons ! It was proposed to me to 
enfranchise the Eussian slaves bat I would not listen to it There 
would have been a general massacre it would bare been borrible I 
made regular war upon the Emperor Alexander but wbo could have 
expected such a blow as the burning of Moscow They attribute this 
to me , but it was themselves who did it” Several times during the 
converaatiOTi, ho repeated the above apbonsm, which Be has rendered 
immortal — " From the sublime to the ndiculons there is but one 
step!” 

After having been vinted by Count Stanislaus Potocki and the 
Minister of Imance and granted a loan to the Polish Huchy of 
between two and three miQions of francs m cash, and tiiree or four 
milhons in bills be stepped mto hu humble sledge and departed* 
Pasamg through Silesia, the Pmsnans are said to have deliberated 
as to the propnety of arresting bun * but, says Napoleon, ** daey 
passed the time m consulting wbich they ought to have employed m 
action , and, as was said by Cbailes NH of the Saxons, when they 
suflbrod him to depart, unmolested, from Hresden Hoy dispute 
to day whether they ought not to hare detamod me yesterday ” 
Such was the amity of the Court of Berlin towards it» ' august 
ADyl ' It was only the celenty of tho Emperor, his disguise and 
the assumed name be bore, which prevented his expenenong at this 
penod, die roisfortune of Comr de Lion, and instead of endmg his 
days at St. Helena, becoming a prisoner of stale in some nuserablo 
fortress of Prussia or Russia* 

At ono o cloclc in the rnonung of the Hth, the Emperor reached 
Dresden where ho hod a long pnvato conference at the honso of 
Count Serm with the King of Saxony, tho most fiuthful of qH tho 
sovereigns on whom he had bestowed favours m tho plenitude of 
his power He next proceeded thiuugh Lcipsio to Mayenco and 
amved at Pans about half past eleven at night, on the 1 8th, two days 
after the pubbcation of the twenty ninth bulletin, which announced 
to France tho rum of its Grand Army 

^lana Louisa had retired to rest before her husband obtained 
admittance to tho TuHcnes, and when her attendants saw a man 
muffled in furs enter tho ante room adjoining her bedchamber 



RECETTION BY THE EMPRESS 

they raised a cry of teiioi, -wlucli^, airaliing the Empress, brought her 
to the door, to see M^hat had occasioned the alarm The meetmg 
betrreen the Imperial parr, is said to have exhibited the utmost 
confidence and affection The conduct of the Empress, it should be 
noticed, had been highly exemplary m the affair of Mallet She ■was 
at St Cloud when information was brought her of the conspiracy, 
and, mstead of exhibitmg the least consternation oi embarrassment, 
she instantly gave orders that the troops should be placed under arms, 
for the protection of the King of Rome and heiself, and, if neces- 
sary, to march upon Pans Napoleon was highly gratified -with this 
mstance of promptitude and courage, more especially as most of those, 
fiiom whom such quahties might have been expected, had acted with 
such utter pusillanimity 
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t7on lifts been said of tbo vnddon change 
tOTTudf Napoleon, Trhich the nsccrtaincd 
loa of hii Grand Army ■wronght upon the 
French people but, if a judgment may 
bo formed from the expressed opinions of 
offiomls, ond the language of the press nt 
the period, there appears to havo been 
little alteration of sentunent. Am soon 
M Iho Emperors return mis announced, 
numerous addresses of congmtulatioD were sent, not only from Pans 
and tho largo abea ond towns of France, but from Homo lUilan, 
Florence Turin, Hambmgh Amsterdam, Majtmcc, and tho most 
populous places throughout tho cmpm> all of which agreed m oflenng 
whatcTCT sacrifices might be deemed necessary to remedy tho disasters 
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of the last campaign, and in expiessmg their confidence m Napoleon’s 
power and wisdom to overcome all enemies The presence of the 
Empeioi alone,” it was asserted, was sufficient to lemove all appre- 
hension fi-om the minds of his subjects, and to convert disquietude 
into tranquiUity and happiness.” In the Journal de Pans of the 
19th of Decembei, 1812, the following observations, which seem to 
be a meie echo of the public voice, were made upon the twenty-nmth 
bulletin — 

‘‘ These details cannot but add to the glory with which the Army 
has coveied itself, and to the admiration which the heroic firmness 
and powerful genius of the Emperor mspire. After havmg van- 
quished the Russians in twenty battles, and driven them from their 
anaent capital, our brave troops have had to sustain the rigours of 
the season, and the severities of an inhospitable climate, durmg a 
march of more than fifty days, through an enemy’s country, deprived 
of artiUery, transpoits, and cavalry: yet the gemus of the Sovereign 
has animated all, and pioved a resource under the greatest difficulties. 
The enemy, who had the elements for aimhanes, was beaten wherever 
he appeared. With such soldiers and such a General, the eventual 
success of the war cannot be uncertain Napoleon will give his 
name to the nineteenth century*” 

It was m vam that thousands of pamplets and papeis were sent 
from England, and distnbuted among the population of the maritime 
provinces of France, denouncing the Empeior as a coward, a desertei, 
and a miseiable pretendei, regardless of everythm'g but his peisonal 
aggrandizement and safety The Fiench, who best knew him, as well 
as their own grievances, stdl deemed the wai a just one, and Napoleon 
the only chief to whom the country could look for exemption from 
the yoke of those who had never ceased to war upon it smce the 
deposition of its “legitimate ” despots. Ofiers of service, piotestations 
of loyal devotion, men, money, all that could lestore the Army to 
efficiency, or shew the spmt by which the Great Nation was animated, 
were tendeied from every quarter , and the Emperor had but to name 
what he required to secure the active co-operation of all classes 
towards the fulfilment of his wishes More than oidmary activity in 
the preparations for a new campaign was displayed, as an atonement, 
it has been suggested, for the supmeness which had paralysed the 
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great functioimnes dnmig tlio progresj of the recent conapiracy, con 
cemmg ttBicIi, howerer, the Emperor said little His reproach to 
the minuters, Trho had aHoTved ^emsolres to he deccired "by sneh 
BhaDow pretensions as those of MaQet, 'vras leas serere than might 
hare been expected. ^ Gentlemenl** he said, "it appears that you 
thought my reign ended. To Uiat I can have nothing to object, 
but -where were your oaths to the King of Eome? What became 
of your prmciplei and doctrmea? You make me tremble for 
future 1 * The only person -who -was punished for neglect of duty, 
■was Erochot, the Prefect of tho Seme, -who, however, was merely 
dismissed from his office, Thu person who there is reason to 
believe tnow more of the plot than lias been made apparent, sub- 
sequently received a pension from Ixinu X V] ti. — a arcumatanco 
which seems to imply that the conspiracy was instigated by the 
Eoyalists m whose hands probabty, Mallet and hia companions -wore 
but humble mstraments to commence that confusion by which the 
anstoemts hoped to profit 

'Hie Senate roeddy accepted decroes for onUnpatmg tho eon 
senption of 1814, and for converting into troops of the line the first 
ban of tho National Guards, confuting of a hundred thonnnd men 
^I\jur regiments of Guards one of light infantry and one of Pobsh 
cavalry, together with several akeloton regiments, were mthdrawn 
from Spam, where, os Lord "Welliiigton had been compelled, toon 
after tho capture of Madrid to retreat once more into Portugal 
without a prospect of bemg able speedfly to rosumo offensive opc 
rations, thmr presence could he spared. At tho same time, tho 
stHors of the French fleet, whose semeeB had, for some tune, been 
entirely nominal, were formed mto corps of artillery, and tramed to 
military cvolntioiis Horses -were purthased, provisions, clothmg, 
stores and ammunition collected guns cast, and waggons and other 
means of transport constructed, with on alacrity which showed that 
tho heart of tho people os well os their ruler s, was set on tho great 
work in bond. It seemed, says Sir Walter Scott, os if Napoleon 
had * but to stamp on tho earth, and armed legions arose at his call 
doubt and discontent disappeared as nusts at sun nsmg and tho 
same confidence which had attended his prosperous fortunes nmved 
in Its full extent, despite of his late reverses ” Hf levies of men 
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aie estimated to have amounted to a total of thiee hundied and 
fifty thousand His expendituie fiom the treasuies which, as a 
means of avoiding the imposition of new taxes, he had hoarded m 
the cellais of the Tuilenes, amounted to nearly three hundred 
milhons of ftancs Nevei weie his energies moie stiikingly exhibited 
than at this peiiod, noi the pie-enunence of his genius moie folly 
developed From a state of absolute torpoi. Fiance, m a few days, 
was londled by the bieath of her chosen heio to an enthusiasm such 
as has novel, perhaps, been exceeded, not even by the British when 
pieparmg the gigantic means of defence agamst threatened invasion. 

Among other resources, the operation of the conscription was 
extended to the sons of the nobihty and great landed piopiietois, 
who had been spared fiom previous draughts, or had paid for sub- 
stitutes, — m some mstances, it is said, at the enormous price of 
seven hundred pounds steihng These, consistmg of about ten 
thousand persons, were formed into four regiments of Guaids of 
Honour — a corps now first instituted, havmg been suggested probably 
by the Sacred Squadron,” which had rendered such good service 
m the retreat fiom Smolensk to Smoigom It was mtended that 
this Guard should watch over the personal safety of the Emperor, 
and form a reserve to be brought forward only m extraoidmary 
emergencies, but the old Imperial Guard bemg dissatisfied at this 
inteifeience with its dearest privileges, the newly raised soldiers 
were soon reduced to the level of oidmary household troops 

While these exertions were making m ordei to recrmt the Grand 
Army, and drive back the tide of war into the dominions of the Czai, 
the soldiers, who had beenAeft imdei the command of Murat m 
Poland, continued then disastrous retreat The disorder which had 
pervaded all lanks, even durmg the presence of Napoleon, now 
became uncontrollable The Imperial Guard lefiised to render 
obedience to any chief, either on the march oi at the bivouac, and 
could not be mduced to mamtain a shadow of disciplme except when 
the fierce houiiaoi the Cossacks was heard announcmg an approachmg 
attack, and then the sound of the tiumpet restored them to order 
under the banners which they had borne through so many victonous 
engagements After the exhaustion of the supphes which had been 
sent fiom Wilna, the only food that could be obtamed was a scanty 
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porUoB of rye-flour, irluch, m the abtcnce of salt, wss fcaaoned with 
gunpowder, and the fleah of horses whndi fell by the wtj under 
the weight of than: riders, or the baggage with which they were ladem 
On the 0th of December, the day after the Emperor’s departure, the 
thflnnoaneter liad sunt to twenty-seyen degrees below *ero , and as 
it was difficult to obtam wood lor flres nnmerous dupates and 
qnfOTelf arose at the biyouacs for space to warm those who were 
penihing of cold. Many dropped on the inarch and by the watch fires 
the blood guahmg fixrm their eyes and month, till death reheved them 
whilst others, where they could approach a fir^ thrust their frozen 
and benumbed lunbs grnmig the embers, and were burnt to the bone 
without being consagua of the injtny and of those who lay down 
many awoke no more. It is reported by more than one eye witness, 
that at these ghastly bironacs, not a few bnire men degenerated into 
cannibals, and took their loathsome repast frnm the yet guiTenng 
limbs of comrades whom they had loyed. This serero weather, 
however while spreading destruction by its ngours, prevented ad 
drtional havock ftom the swords or artihery of the Euanans, who, 
liko the French were incapable of hranng the firost, but penahed 
by thousands ev ery day 

Arrived at IVUna, plenty once more greeted the frimiihed soldiers ; 
and they hod agam tho comfort of shelter from bleak winds and 
drmng snow Stem veteran* who had seen blood ijrilt like water 
in the flgh^ or had shared tho spoO* of a realm, without cxhihrtmg 
a token of lennHhty, irept for joy as they rcccarcd a coarse loaf of 
bread or a draught of wholesome water, and were welcomed to a 
scot bende tho blazing hearth of some friendly mhabitnnt. But they 
had not boon long in these pleasant quarters, before 'Wittgenstein and 
Platoff overtook them , and, forang their wi^ mto the town, created 
such panic among tho French, that they fled with tho utmost pro 
cipitation, leaving a great portion of their magazmes und remaining 
baggage m the hands of the Bassiaus. Tho Jews hoping to pro- 
pitiate tho nctori deliberatoly butchered many of those whom they 
had received into thoir houses m gucsti , and stnppmg others thrust 
them, naked into the streets to pensh but their mhunumity mot 
Its due reward for tho Eusiuni made it a pretext to extort from 
them large sum* by way of pcnal^ and those wto refused, or were 
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tmable to pay, weie banged as murderers Ney, •svitb the rear-guard, 
halted near Kowno , and, driving back the Cossacks, gamed sufficient 
time for the wreck of the army to pass the Ni^men on the ice, and 
KutusofF, at this point, desisted from further pmsmt. 

Durmg the last engagement, an overturned waggon was discovered 
to be laden with gold. The Cossacks came up at the moment when 
a numbei of French soldiers were engaged m secmmg its contents, 
and, attracted by the tieasme, all consented to forego strife, m order 
to share the rich booty. It is worthy of record, that the Imperial 
Guard, when the retreat ceased, restored then share of the spoil, 
evidently with httle, if any, deduction , as the greater portion of the 
amount which had been taken was recovered 

At Gumbmnen, the King of Naples called a Council of War, with 
no other apparent object than that of pubhcly ventmg his spleen 
against the Emperor, for calhng him from Naples to take part m the 
disastrous expedition which had just termmated “ It is impossible,” 
he said, to contmue to seiwe a madman, who is no longer able to 
afford security to his adherents. Not a smgle Prmce m Emope will 
hereafter listen to his word or respect his treaties Had I accepted 
the proposals of England, I might have been a poweiftil sovereign, 
hke the Emperor of Austria or Kin g of Prussia.” Davoust, who on 
several previous occasions had checked the presumption of Mmat, 
rephed, with mdignation, to this unseasonable harangue “ The 
Sovereigns you have named are Monaichs by the grace of God, 
and theu power has been consohdated by time, by long-accustomed 
reverence, and hereditary descent . but for you — you are kmg 
merely by the grace of Napoleon and the blood of French soldiers, 
and you can remain a king only by the power of Napoleon, and 
by alhance with France You are mflated with black mgratitude ; 
and I will not fail to denounce you to the Emperor i ” Murat, 
confounded by the zealous loyalty of the Marshal, broke up the 
meetmg without further discussion, alarmed, probably, for the con- 
sequences of what he had said He had taken his resolution, 
however, and only awaited an opportunity to put it m force 

From Gumbmnen, the French marched to Komgsberg , expen- 
encmg, by the way, every degree of malevolence, short of open 
hostihty, which the Prussians could exhibit Provisions weie, as fai 
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as possible, mthheld, and the troopa ■were treated with insult and 
mockery TThcreyer the presence of a natire garrison, or the extant 
of population seemed to guarantee impunity to die ofiFendors At 
Konigsberg mdeed, the carnage of Daroust was surrounded and 
attached in one of the prmapal streets and the Marshal himself was 
threatened with violence It was duo, m all probability, to hia 
indomitable courage and presence of mind that no senous conse- 
quences ensued* "When tho damour grew loud, Davoust, leaping 
into tho midst of the crowd, seixed the person who appeared to bo 
most actively engaged in mating tho rabble, and directmg his 
attendants to bmd tho captive behind his carnage drove off before 
they could suffiaently recover from their astomshmant at so darmg 
an act to attempt a rescue. Tho side and wounded suffered greatly 
from the inhospitality of thtnr Albee. They were loft m misorahle 
quarters without food or attendance, so that mvahda were fllmost 
certain to die of disease or hunger 

Bat the unfriendly dispoation of Prussia was now manifested more 
unequrrocally than m the conduct of the popnlaco Tho auxiliary 
corps of Gonoral lyTorci formed part of the army which, at tho 
commencoment of tho campaign, had been conftdod to Marshal 
Macdonald, and which, while Nqiolcon pushed forward to Moscow- 
had been loft to operate m Conrlond, and hold m check the gamsons 
of Riga and St, Petorsburgh There had been reason to suspect tho 
mtenttons of DTorck from tho first but it was not until the disasters 
of tho French had bccomo nTcmcdiablo that he ventured openly to 
exhibit hii hatred to tho cause m which ho -was engaged. “IVhcn 
Macdonald, m consequonco of tho rertreat of tho Grand Army, gave 
orders for his troops to rotiro upon Ulot the Prussian General at 
once detached his corps from tho Marshal s mam body and entered 
mto an arrangement with tho Russians by tho terms of which ho was 
to bo at hberty to retire mto hii own country and either romam 
neutral for two months or Join his force to that of Alexander This 
compact was signed upon the dOth of December, and immediately 
I afterwards DTforck wrote to hlocdonold to announce his secession 
1 from French alliance at tho same timo boostmg of his treachery 
^ as a doty imposed upon him by regard for hxs country end his 
honour 1 Fredendc MTlham when oppcaled (o on tho subject 
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disavoTved liavuig sanctioned the pioceedings of his officer, and 
issued an older foi sending him piisonei to Berhn, but it was 
well undei stood, that obedience to this command would not have 
been deemed good service by him who gave it the best exposition of 
whose smcenty is affoided by his own conduct about thiee weeks 
afterwards 

The Austiian commandei, Piince Schwaitzenburg, pursued a similai 
line of policy to that of D’Yorck, though havmg the absolute com- 
mand of his tioops his defection was not so palpably flagrant He 
had cautiously abstained ftom any unnecessary aggressions upon the 
enemy durmg the campaign, but had contrived thioughout to mam- 
tain appearances of duty by the execution of a senes of manoeuvres, 
which appeal to have been perfectly understood between the Russians 
and himself as meant to evade active paiticipation m the wai 
The Prmce, mdeed, mstead of rendenng any service to Napoleon, 
matenally mjmed his cause, by lepiessing the mchnations of the 
Poles to nse m his behalf against then oppressors, and when it was. 
ascertained that the Emperor was m actual retieat, an armistice was 
concluded between the Russians and Austnans, by which they 
agreed to decide then relative position as friends or enemies by the 
rapidity of certam marches and countei-mmches — Schwaitzenburg 
consentmg to retreat without fightmg whenever the Russians should 
reach a given pomt without findmg a nominal foe before them 
As regarded these portions of the belhgerent forces, theiefoie, "the 
campaign,” as admitted by Sn Walter Scott, "resembled nothmg so 
much as a pacific field-day, m which two geneials m the same service 
venture on a trial of skdl ” It may be readily imagined that with 
such an understandmg the Russians would not be long m outstnppmg 
the Germans It only remams to be stated, that, as soon as his Allies 
had lecrossed the Ni4men, Schwurtzenburg leisurely retreated mto 
the temtones of his Sovereign, leavmg the French to then fate 

It was at Komgsbeig that information of these events first reached 
Mm at, who, thenceforward, grew more than ever dejected and 
hopeless, and havmg, about the same tune, learned that his Queen 
had been performmg acts of soveieignty at Naples, of which he 
/disapproved, he hmned forward to Posen, and there, on the 16th 
of January, 1813, abruptly qmtted the army, and returned to Italy. 
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The Emperor, on hearing of thia desertion^ ttab natnrallj incffnned^ 
' Your hmband, he wrote to hia aister Carolme, Murat'f wife, 
“iB extremely brare on the field of battle bnt out of eight of the 
enemy he le weaier than a woman he has no moral courage ’ 
To the King himself he wrote ' I do not suspect you. to be one 
of those who tbmh that the hon is dead but if you have counted 
on tbm you Will find yooraelf mutaten. Sme© my departure fium 
TVilnn you hare done me all the enl you could. Your title of 
Kmg has turned your head ” Eugene, meanwhile, was appomted 
to the chief command of the army, by an order wbich contains tbo 
following oblique sarcasm on the fugUiTe Pnnee * The Viceroy is 
accustomed to the direction of military moremenls on a large scale, 
and, bendes, enjoys the full confidence of the Emperor ” 

*In quitting the eminent post which Napoleon had assigned hnn 
says a French hutonan, Murat thought more of his crown than of 
hia glory yet erentuaHy he lost the ono without prosemng tho 
other The Emperor was but m the first days of adversity and 
already gross disaffbction and perfidy had begun to bo displayed 
by those who were indebted to hm for mnh, &me and f or tu ne. 
When the hearts of his own relatrres and such he had considerod 
Bomadotto as well os Murat, were infected with treason, what could 
bo expected fiom othen f ” 

Thus terminated the fatal campaign of Hus&a; tho most itupon 
douf military expedition of modem tunes. Napoleon had hoped 
that this would hare been the last act of his career u a soldier 
'Peace concluded at Moscow,” ho said, “would with respect to 
the great cause of France and of Europe, have been tho end of 
casualties and tho commencement of security Tho foundation of my 
system would hayo been laid and the only remaining task would 
have been its organization Satisfied on thcio grand pomts, and 
everywhere at pcact^ I should haro had my congre ss and my holy 
alliance In an assembly of sovereigns wo should have discussed 
our mutual interests and settled our accounts with the people as 
clerks with their masters I wished to establish an European code, 
an European court of appeal, with full powers to redress oil gner 
onces Without recourse to war Europe would then haro become 
in rcahty but one nation with tho same lows and institutions each 
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country participating in the “benefits derived fiom the arts, the 
commerce, and the vrealth of the rest. My dictatorship, thus rendered 
unnecessaiy, would have given place to a constitutional reign But 
I had imdertaken in the expedition to fight agamst armed men, not 
agamst nature m the violence of her wrath I defeated armies , hut 
could not conquer the flames, the fiost, stupefaction, and death 

The Trench are comp)uted to have lost during the campaign about 
thiee himdied and fifty thousand soldiers ; of whom a hundied thou- 
sand were slam during the advance and in the letreat, a hundred 
and fifty thousand perished through hunger, fatigue, and the seventy 
of the climate , and about a hundred thousand of wounded and cap- 
tured remamed prisoners in the hands of the enemy, not above half 
of whom ever returned to their native country. The account has 
been generally swollen by mcluding the Jews, suttleis, women, and 
childien who followed the army into Russia, and by those who jomed 
it on the retreat firom Moscow, amountmg it is said to upwards of 
fifty thousand additional persons The number that recrossed the 
Ni^men, mcludmg the recruits which had recently jomed the aimy, 
and had scarcely been engaged, — without reference to the corps of 
Schwaitzenbmg oi D’Yorck, — was about fifty thousand, nearly 
twenty thousand of whom died in the hospitals and towns of Prussia 
Upwards of sixty thousand horses are also said to have been destroyed, 
nearly a thousand cannon, and about twenty thousand waggons and 
carnages It was remarked that the Italian corps of Eugene sustamed 
the mclemency of the weather better than either the Trench, the 
"Wesphahans, or the Saxons. 

Never perhaps did a smgle campaign carry such desolation into 
the homes of a people, as that of Moscow mto the homes of Trance 
Theie was scarcely a family but had lost some dear fin end or relative 
Tor more than six months nothmg but black dresses were to be 
seen throughout Pans, and though every one seemed anxious to 
assist m the preparations makmg to repan the disasters of the nation. 
It failed not to be remarked, that the fiist great reverse the Emperor 
had expenenced attended his first enterpnse after the espousal of 
Mana-Louisa, and the superstitious attached more reveience than 
ever to the good mfluence of the presidmg star of the discarded 
Josephine. 
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The Cxar s losses have never been folly stated bnl incladmg the 
mhabitants of the abandoned towns, who perished for want of food 
and shelter they must hare greatly exceeded those of the mvaders, 
Alexander, m commemoration of his dehteranc^ caused a medal to 
be struck, which is worthy of notice for the modest simplicity and 
hteral truth of its in 8 cnpti 0 n. * Not to us, not to me but to Thy 
name, — January 1812 ” 

It need scarcely be obsorred with respect to the dalo of this, that 
the Eusaiani preserre the old style and commence their year in 
March 
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STATE OF FRANCE — ATTEMPTED ARRANGEMENT WITH THE POPE — PRUSSIA 
DECLARES WAR — BERNADOTTE JOINS THE CONFEDERACY PROCLAMA- 
TION OF THE BOURBONS DEPARTURE OF NAPOLEON FOR THE ARMY 

COMMENCEMENT OF HOSTILITIES — DEATH OF BESBIERES BATTLE OF 

LUTZEN 1813 

ustice has been amply rendeied to 
^ Napoleon for his exertions to lenew the 

h commencement of 1813, but 

- empire at that period, as 

iT^ - h affected by its domestic pohcy, has been 

genei ally overlooked The prudence and 

vigour of the Imperial adraimstiation, 
howevei, affords matter of stall greater 
'' " astonishment than the mihtary resources 

which Ins gemus and energy enabled the Empeioi to cieate At the 
sitting of the Legislative body on the 25th of Febiniaiy, 1813, the 
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following report wu delirered by Count Montaliyet, Minirter of the 
Interior “ Gentlemen, — Notwithstanding the immense armies which 

a state of war, both maritime and continental, has rendered indis- 
pensably necessary, the population of France has continued to 
increase French mdustry has advanced the soil was never better 
cultivstod, nor our manu&cturea more flourishing and at no period 
of our history has wealth been more equally difiused among all classes 
of socifity The farmer now enjoys benefits to which ho was formerly 
a stranger he is enabled to purchase land, though its value has 
greatly risen his fl>od and clothing are better and more abundant 
than heretofore , and his dwelling la more snbstnntial and con 
venient. 

“ Improvements m agncolture, manufimtures, and the useful arts 
are no longer rqectod, merely because they are new Experiments 
have been mode in every branch of labour, and the methods proved 
to bo most advantageous have been adopted Artificial meadows have 
been multipbod the sy stem of iaHows is abandoned rotation of crops 
u better understood, and nuproved plans of cultivation augment the 
produce of the soil Cattle are mulbphed, and their difierent broods 
improved^ Even the poor egncultunst finds means to purchaso 
Spanish rams, and horses of the finest stock. This great pros 
penty is attribatablo to the liboral laws by which tho empire is 
governed ; to the supprossiou of feudal tenures othos, mortmains, 
and tho monastic orders measures which have set at liberty numoroui 
estates and rendered them tho free patrimony of fnmilica fonnorly m 
a state of pauperism. Something it doe also to the moro equal dis- 
tribution of wealth consequent on tho altcratton and simplification of 
tho laws relating to freehold property, and to the prompt deosion of 
lawsuits, tho number of which is now daily dccrctumg ” 

Tho expenditure of the goremment on public works, from tho 
establishment of tho Imperial throne to the date of the report, is stated 
(in round numbers) os follows two milhons and a half of pounds 
sterling on palaces and buildmgi, the property of the cr ow n five 
milhons and threo qnartors on forttficobons } five milhons on tea ports 
docks and barhonn ; oloren millions on roads and highwaji ono 
million and a quarter on bndget m Fans and tbo vanous depart 
mentsj five milhons on canals, embankments end tho dminogo of 
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land; foui millions on public ivoiks in Pans, and six milbons on 
pubbc buildmgs in the depaitments, and cities and to-wns of the 
empue* making a total of about foity millions and a half spent m 
improvmg and embellisbing the countiy, mtbout the imposition of 
additional taxes, and during a reign wbicb bad not yet extended 
over nine yeais! These muacles,” says a Fiencb autboi, ^^iveie 
aU effected by steadiness of purpose, talent aimed witb poivei, and 
finances wisely and economically appbed ” 

"^^rhetbei in tbe camp or tbe cabmet, Napoleon superintended m 
pel son tbe entue administiation of bis immense empue Every 
niuustenal pioject was submitted to, and its beaimgs examined and 
discussed by bun Tbe financial accounts weie all audited by 
bimself, tbe correspondence witb foieign poweis, and even witb 
tbe piefects of the Imperial departments, passed under bis eye, and 
received alteiations from bis pen His secietanes bad mcessant 
labour, and were worn out from"^ want of rest Tbe Empeioi bim- 
self seemed supenoi in physical, as well as mental, powers to aU 
those who were tbiown in contact with him An anecdote related 
of Daru, which belongs to this period, is characteristic m more than 
one respect Tbe Count bad been called up after midnight to write 
to Napoleon’s dictation Overcome by previous fatigue, be was 
scarcely able to trace tbe words uttered to him, and at last fell asleep 
over tbe paper On awaking, be perceived tbe Emperor sitting 
opposite to him, quietly engaged m completmg tbe document which 
Daru bad commenced. Tbe diminution of tbe candles shewed that 
tbe lU-tuned slumber bad been of considerable duration, and tbe 
Count was overwhelmed with confusion when bis eyes met those 
of Napoleon You see, Su,” said tbe latter, have been domg 
your work I suppose you have eaten a beaity supper, and passed 
a pleasant evemng; but busmess must not be neglected” ‘'Sue,” 
repbed Daru,” I have been for several mgbts too closely engaged 
to permit me to sleep Your Majesty now sees tbe consequence 
of this , for which I am extremely sorry ” — " Nay,” exclaimed tbe 
Emperor, '‘^wby did you not before inform me of this, I do not 
wish to , kill you Go to bed Good night ' ” Tbe Count xetued , 
and tbe Emperor continued at tbe desk till tbe work was finished 
Among other tbmgs calculated to concibate tbe disaffected, and 
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to prevent fature dissennona and conapiraciefl among hia rabjecti 
Napoleon previonaly to entering upon a new campaign, •ought to 
arrange hia differoncea with the Pope who had been residing for 
some months nnder sorveillance at Fontainebleau* The Emperor 
on the 19th of January, paid him a visit and by his frankness, 
and tho concessions which ho expressed his willingness to make 
mduced tho Pope to enter upon negociations for an amicable settle 
ment of the affairs of the chnrch* In a short tune eleven article* 
were agreed upon and signed both by the Emperor and Piui Vli , 
by which the exercise of the Pontifical power was secured to the 
Holy Father, under the same forms and to the same extent as they 
had been used by his predecessors the temtones of tho church 
were to he exempted from Imperial taxation, and governed by Papal 
officers Tie iuppressed bishoprics were to bfe re-established and 
the Pope to have the power of nominating to a certain number of 
vacant sees in France. The cardinals bishops, and pnests, who had 
been imprisoned, depnvod of their benefices or m any way punished 
for their contumacy were to be set at liberty, restored to their hvmgs 
and compensatod for thoir sufferings while nothmg was required by 
the Emperor but that his Holmoo should withm six mncntlm giro 
canomcal institutian to the French bishops mducted to their sees 
without the sanction of the Pontiff The concordat clo*c# with tho 
following sontonco * Tho Holy Father has been induced to concur 
m tho foregoing orrangomonti m considoration of the actual state 
of the church, and tho confidence with which ho has bccn^inipircd 
by the Emperor, that his Majesty will grant his powerful protection 
to tho necessities of religion, unhappily too numerous in tho ago in 
which we hve ” 

Napoleon anxious to suppress the schism which had arisen between 
the devout and tho lukewarm throughout his donumons, and though 
no cordial bobover in tbo creed wbicb bo patromicd, still dcsnoui 
of promoting its welfare os a source of satisfaction to his people, 
had no sooner obtamod tho signature of Pius to this concordat, than 
ho caused it to be registered as a law by tbo Lcgulativo Senate and 
publubcd as such m tbo MomUvr In tbo moanUmo however tho 
Pope had become more enlightened on tbo general state of Europe, 
and tho difficulties of the Emperor and cotortaijung hopes of a speedy 
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lelease fi.om liis tlnaldom ■odthout yielding anything of the pietended 
patrimony of St Petei, he issued dccietal letteis signifymg that the 
ai tides prmted weie not a concoidat in themselves, but meiely 
piehminaiies foi the basis of a futuie tieaty Napoleon was doubtless 
exaspeiated at this duphcity, wliich, instead of allaying, served only 
to inciease the lehgious feuds which lent the empne, but it was 
no time to think of pioceedmg to extiemities , and matteis weie, 
theiefore, left to take then course, till a moie favourable oppoitumty 
should arise for brmguig the wily PontiflP to reason 

It had now, mdeed, become more than ever necessaiy to avoid 
making new enemies Piedenck Wilham, who hesitated to declare 
his real sentiments only while he was imceitam as to die extent of 
the Piench disasters, had gamed confidence on seemg the miserable 
wreck which sought refuge m his dominions, and hastened to assure 
the Czai of his fiaendship He qmtted Beilm, where Auger eau was 
at that time quartered to watch the conduct of the Prussian Cabmet 
and overawe the inhabitants, on the 22nd of January, and, fixing 
his abode at Breslau, put himself at once mto communication with 
Alexander, uigmg the latter to press forward with his army before 
Napoleon should be able to reinforce his enfeebled troops On the 
30th of January, he set up his standard, and published a proclamation, 
calhng upon his subjects to arm and rally round then Kmg, for the 
mamtenance of the national mdepende-nce and the recovery of the 
glory of the Great Piedenck On the 1st of Maich, he concluded 
an alhance, offensive and defensive, with the Bussian Autocrat, on 
the 15th, he had an mterview with Alexander at Breslau, at which 
he vented m tears his pemtence for havmg opposed his brothei durmg 
the recent campaign, and was affectionately encouraged with the 
assurance that ^^the Prench Monarch should not cause him to weep 
again,” and on the 16th, Prussia declared wai against Napoleon 
The lattei, long smce convmced of his error m havmg left to one 
so httle trust-worthy, the extensive power which had been restored 
to him after the battle of Jena, and prepared for the consequences 
of that error, meiely observed, when the hostile declaration was 
notified "at St. Cloud, “It is better to have a declared enemy than 
a doubtful ally ” Poi an mdependent sovereign, Predenck Wilham 
had been deprived of too much, not to seek to recover his losses 
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and to avenge the hnmilifltion inflicted on him for a vaaeal pnnce, 
he had been fuffered to retain too hn^ a territory and too potent a 
pohbcal influence, not to be restiye under the control of a anpenor 
Bemadotte, about the same time behevmg the moment had amred 
irhen the hopes "with ■which Alexander had amused him of hoiug 
declared fucceasor to the Imperial throne of France "were to be 
reahxed, renewed his pledge of adherence to the C*ar, and openly 
joined the coalition agamrt his natire country, and the man to whom 
he "was indebted for his elevation. At the conference which had taken 
place between Alasander end him at Aho in the preceding year he 
had commended the resolution of the lloscovite firmly to rtgect any 
pacific overtures that might be made to him by Napoleon- “ That 
noble resolution, said Bemadotte, “■will enfranchise Europe ” but 
now, in order to give a less odious colouring to his treason and 
ingratitade he published a letter to his former benefactor, m which 
he asaribed his hostile disposition to the injuries which had been 
wrought on Sweden by the Contmentol System, and the blood which 
hod been so lavishly thed to mamhiin it. He accused the Emperor 
of having caused the sacnfico of a miOian of men to mnmtnTn a 
despoturm which struck at the rights, and ruined tho commorco, of 
all nations yet, •whilo thus mcreating the obstacles to pence, ho 
urged, with affected sinccnty, that nothing ■would afford him so much 
pleasure as to bo on instrument of paaficabou between bn Majesty 
and the Northern powort. “Tho calamities of the Continent,” he 
said, ‘^require peace, and your Majesty ought not to repulse it but 
whether you detonmne for pence or irar, I nhnll always preserve 
for your Majesty tho senbmenti of an old hrothor m arms ” Bcma 
dotto it may be added, waited not for a reply to this strongo epistle 
which indeed except through tho newipapers, never reached Napo- 
leon, before issuing his declaration of war Had ov ert ures for peace 
been listened to at this period, tho ambitions dreams of the onaent 
Hepuhhean would have boon prematurely dissipated 
Evcrytbmg on tbo Contment betokened that tho enns of French 
domination was at hand. Tho agents of England, over on tho alert, 
were now more than usually active in arousing nil, who had real or 
Imaginary gnomnccs to complain of, to tnlo arms m what began to 
bo called tho common cause,” promisiiig them speed) redress and 
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vengeance, and di‘itn))u(ing ninong them gold villi lavish hand. 
Denmarh. notwithstanding the wiongs she had cndincd fioni enemies 
that were her own as well ns Napoleon’s, was induced to remain 
ncuti*al when her cfTorts would most ha^c aA ailed; c^cn Austria 
withheld her contingent; began to hint at icstitution of the proAinccs 
she had lost in former wars ; and made a merit of not instantly joining 
the coalition to dethrone one on whom her Itlonarch had conferred 
his daughter ns a pledge of constant amity and alliance. The 
’Westphalians complained of the go'scmnicnt of King Jerome, and 
Uic once free towns of Gcimnny exhibited glowing symptoms of 
rebellion. Ilambuigh, indeed, proceeded to such lengths tliat it 
was, ere long, found necessary by the French governor to suspend 
the constitution, and xilacc the cit)- under martial law 

It is rcmarlcable that, at tins time, the Allied Sovereigns in all their 
proclamations were loud in adiocating the principles of liberty, and 
in denouncing despotism in all its foims. Piinccs, who had long 
borne anus against hbcral doctrmes, now' became tlie patrons of secret 
societies formed for the dissemination of fiee opinions, and invoked 
the intclhgonce and patnotism of those in whom, but a year oi two 
earlier, it would have been criminal to question the wisdom oi justice 
of go^emmont, or to suggest tliat man had lights which wcic at 
lanance with existing law’s and institutions Pcrhajis it was that the 
hlonarchs had witnessed the yearnings foi freedom of unfoitunate 
Poland, that the cry for emancipation of the Russian seifs had not 
escaped their oars, and that tlie throes of German feudalism had 
taught them a lesson which was not to be forgotten Napoleon, by 
an oversight which cannot be explamed, had neglected these strong 
indications, till they were converted by his adversaries into weapons 
of destruction against himself That he eventually understood the 
matter, and regarded it as the mam cause of his downfall, is ceitam, 
from his expressions at St Helena — “ Had I granted fi.ee consti- 
tutions to those who desiied them,” he said, “ and abohshed vassalage, 
the people would have been content, and the struggle would have 
been a mere contest of Prmces for supremacy ” How httle was 
gamed by tiie people fiom their final victory need not here be dwelt 
upon 

The Count de Lille chose this favourable moment, when a counter - 
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revolution seemed about to commence for addreasmg to tbe French 
people a proclamation on the miseries which the prolongation of war 
must necessarily inflict upon the country He told them of hu love 
for France , of the good mtentions of the AJLea towards those who 
should return to their allegiance under their nghtful Sovereign 
accused Napoleon of being the only obstacle to the peace of the 
world and promised on his restoration to * abolish the Consmiptiom” 
The Emperor treated tbia address with scorn , relymg, as he had 
always done, upon the love which his subjects bore to his own person 
and gn v e mTnfmt^ and tbe hatred entartamed by almost all classes for 
the rule of the unhecile and iaithless Bourbona Perhaps, however, 
it would have been prudent to have taten more notice of this sig 
nifleant intnnatian of the ultenor designs of the Alli es, at least as 
regarded the anaent Eoyalists, on whom Napoleon had conferred 
many important offices m the State and who conse^juently, had 
ample means of bcoonung acqoamted with his plans and resources, 
and of betraymg them to the enemy It could scarcely have been 
expected that men, who had most to hope for hum the re>cstabliih 
mont of tho anaent dynasty would endeavour to retard the advent of 
their own fortune especially when the spell had been brolcen which 
previously linked success with tho name of the Emperor and the 
general m ovem ent throughout Europe shewed tho exteniivo prerva 
Icnce of a belief that tho power of Hopcnal France was declining 

Napoleon looked with nsiblo anxiety npon tho storm which was 
gathering around hrm , but he well knew, that had be then sought 
to avert it, sacrifices would havo been demanded from him, which 
ho did not conceive to be required by the pressure of arcomstanccs 
Tho multiplying of his enemies, theroforo merely occasioned him to 
rcdoublo his exertions to boffie and defeat their machinations and ho 
was well and enthusiastically seconded by tho gallant people who had 
elected him os their chief Every voice seemed raised to appland his 
actions and to assure him of unshaken confidence and zeaL Fathers 
cheerfully gave up their children to recruit tho army designed to 
retnevo the glory and ensure tho safety of tho Stale end every town 
and village rang with notes of preparation for tho dccisivo war which 
drew near 

Tho last act of tho Emperor, pronously to joining tho Grand Army, 
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winch as already on march towards the Elbe, was to cslahlish a 
Council of Ecgcncy, with ^Inria Louisa, wlio had nffoidcd him so 
much satisfaction hy her calmness and courage during the panic oc- 
casioned by the re^olt of iVTallot, at its head. 'J'hcn quitting Pans, he 
hastened on the L'^lh of April, 1813, to jMajcncc, where he lialtcd foi 
eight days, to give time for collecting the troops, which where (hiectcd 
to concentrate at Erfurt h. 

Eugene, after the departure of !N[uiat, and the declaration of 
Prussia, had been compelled to retiie upon jMngdcbuig, leaving 
garrisons in the important fortresses of Dant^ic, Tliorn, Spandau, 
Znniosk, Custnn, and other places, to check the advance of Alex- 
ander, who had now rejoined his army in pci son, and to engage the 
attention of the Prussians. On the advance of the new 1c\tlcs, the 
Pnnee, rcmo^nng from INIagdcbuig, fixed Ins hcad-quaiteis on the 
Saale, in ordei to form a junction with the Giand Army when it 
came nj ) ; wlule the Allies, advancing, took possession of Dresden ; 
wdience they chased die King of Saxony, who had i ejected the 
seductive offers made to him to deseit his benefactor. On eveiy 
pomt the enemies of Eiance were gaimng gioimd, when Napoleon, 
on the 2dth of Apiil, reached his camp at Erfurth, and, by his 
presence, instantly gave a new aspect to the state of afiaus 

Hostilities had been already commenced by Neyj who, after a 
sharp conflict, m w'hich the infantry imdei his oidcis exhibited more 
than usual enthusiasm and valoui, had taken AFcissenfels, and diiven 
back die advanced guaid of the Alhes to the light bank of the Saale, 
thus re-establishing his communication with Eugene, which the 
operations of the enemy had inteirupted. The Emperoi almost 
immediately afterwards fixed his hcad-quaiteis at Weissenfels, and 
caused thiee budges to be thiown ovci the nvei , intendmg, although 
not a third of his tioops had come up, and the greatei poition of those 
assembled were law levies — ‘*meie boys,” says Scott — to give battle 
to his opponents, and by an early victory lestoie the influence of his 
name, and leanimate such of his followers as might be aflected by 
lemembiance of the retieat fiom Moscow There was, however, 
httle want of confidence m the Fiench geneially The presence of 
Napoleon was still hailed by them as a certain pledge of victory over 
human foes, and the enemy, knowmg to what its lecent success was 
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attributable, still deemed tlio Conqueror in so many battles invmciblo 
m tlio field* On tke 29tb of April a slanuisb toot place, of Trlnch, 
the most remarkable incident was that a Prussian colonel, -mth a body 
of hussars having turronndod fifteen grenadiers of the thirteenth 
regiment of the Ime, coiled upon the latter to surrender and being 
answered by a deadly firo of muaVetry, the hussars galloped off at full 
speed, leaving the colonel and seven of their comrades dead on the 
spot. 

On the 1st of May Noy, pursuing his first advantages, advanced 
■with the diniion of Souham to the defile of Posema mto which, 
notwithstanding its being defended by six pieces of cannon and three 
lines of cavalry, ho led his gallant soldiers and, after a fierce combat, 
succeeded m dislodging the enemy Being followed by the divisions 
of Gerard, Morchond, Bremer, and Bicard, he gave battle to and 
totally defeated the corps of Wintanngcrodc, consistuig of about fifteen 
thousand horsemen affording the rare example of a body of infantry 
routing and chasing &om the field an equal number of cavalry The 
mounted Guard coming up at the doso of the action to continue 
the pursuit, Bcssidrcft, their commander was struck by a spent ball 
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i ui Uic breast, and fell dead from his horse. This brave olRcei, who 
■ had led the household troops of Napoleon, from tlic oiigmal establish- 
' ineiit of tlie corps of Guides, dimng tlic Italian campaign, m which 
i the future Empcroi fiist fixed tlic attention of Eurojic, was smccrely 
^ lamented by his So'scicign and fiicnd, vho, in writing to tlic Em- 

; press, spolcc of him as “justly entitled to tlic names of biave and 

good. He was distinguished alrkc for his skill, bravciy, and piu- 
' donee, foi his gicat cxiicricncc in the diicction of cavalry movements, 
I for Ills capacity in end afiaiis, and Ins attachment to the Emperor. 
His deatli on the field of honom is worthy of envy, it was so lajiid 
os to have been free from pam , and his reputation is vnthout blemish 
— the finest heritage he could haic bequeathed to Ins chddien 
There are few vhoso loss could have been more sensibly felt The 
whole French army partakes the grief of Ins Majesty on this melan- 
choly occasion ” Bcssieics had iiscn firom the lanks ; and, by the 
testimony of all who sensed with him, deserved Ins elevation foi the 
valour, mtegnty, and humanity he constantly displayed. “ None,” 
says a writer, who is generally adverse to the Empeior, and to the 
nobles of his creation, “ wore the ducal coionct with nioie imsidlied 
honour than did Ecssieies that of Istria.” The Edng of Saxony 
afterwards laiscd a monument to tlic memory of this illustrious 
soldiei on the spot where he fell, which is near to the tomb of 
Gustavus Adolphus 

In the night, between the 1st and 2nd of May, the Imperial head- 
quarteis were established at Lutzen The Young and Old Guard, 
imder the command of ]\Iarmont, with whom was the Empeioi, 
foimed the right of the army, the corps of Ney, which occupied the 
village of Kara, was stationed m the centre, and the tioops of 
Eugene, lestmg upon the Elster, foimed the left-wmg. The Alhes, 
commanded by the Czar and the'Kmg of Piussia m person, had 
advanced lapidly fiom the north, to prevent Leipsio from falling 
into the hands of the French, and finding that Napoleon’s reinforce- 
ments had not yet arrived, they resolved to attack him m the plam of 
Lutzen, celebrated as the scene of the triumph and death of Gustavus 
Adolphus, two hundred years before Accordmgly, about two m the 
mommg of the 2nd, Blucher, with the choicest of the Alhed troops, 
crossed the Elster, and made a desperate attack on the position of 
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Ney The fury of the aisault the numb era engaged m it, and the 
a uppor t it derived fimm a formidable caralry, rendered its first shock 
irresistible Ney unable to repulse the masses opposed to him was 
givmg ivay, when Napoleon, although assailed m flank m the act 
of adyamang contnved, by a masterly movement, to push forward a 
strong body of the Imperial Guard to sustain the centre, while the 
two wmgs were wheeled round, so as to outflank Eind surroimd the 
mam body of the enemy The battle was of the most sangumary 
character Several tunes the Tillage of Kaia was taken and retaken , 
but, at length, it remsmed m the hands of Gerard who, though 
wounded by several balls m the course of the action, refused to quit 
the field while the contest contmued, declaring, “ that the moment 
was come for Frenchmen, who loved their country, to cxmquer or 
to die. 

The centre now advanced, supported by the Young and Old Guard, 
and eighty pieces of artillery which, being directed by Generals 
Dulauloy Brouot, and Devaux, were pushed rapdly forward against 
the already droopmg enemy and earned terrible destmebon into their 
ranks The Alhes unable to endure thu gaBing fire and bomg about 
the same time informed that the French right and left wmgs wore 
closing upon thorn and that Blacdonold had attacked their reserves 
beat a hasty retreat which however, thoir immense numbers and 
formidable cavalry enabled them to eflect, m comparctivoly good 
order The victory of Napoleon was, consequently. Ice* comploto 
than was denrahlo and tbnn it had been on so many former occasions 
— bis trophies being limited to o few pnsoners snd possession of the 
field of battle The Alhos lost about twenty thousand men in killod 
and wounded the French not above ten or twelve thousand- 

The tuumph such ts it was, filled Napoleon with joy, and was 
hailed by the whole army os a presage of returning fortune to his 
eagles. Despa t ches were immediately sent to every Court m oUixmco 
with FiTmco — even, it is said, to Constxmbnople — to announce the 
cvenL In my young soldiers,” he said, “ I have found ah the 
valour of my old compamons in arms During the twenty years that 
I have commanded the French troops I have never witnessed more 
hravery and devotion. If all the Alli ed Sorcrcigns, end tho Jlimstcrs 
who direct their Cabinets, h ad been present on tho field of battle. 
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tlicy have i enounced the vain hope of causing the Star of 

Fiance to dechne.” It vas, indeed, an achievement woithy of giatu- 
lation, that an army of nearly a hundred and tliiity thousand men, 
mth upwards of twenty thousand cavahy, had been defeated by not 
more than eighty-eight thousand men, mcluding only four tliousand 
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KArOLfO'T AT DRttDCIf — PBOPOIAL rOB A OBHKBAL COHOBKBS — BATTLB 
OT BAtTTBB* — - CBATn OP DtTBOC BCTBXAT OP THB ALUBB — AUtlX- 
TICI— ' AOTTBLA JOOri TUM ALLIBB. 1813. 

EATEH at Lnticn, the oHiod ormic* 
of Alexander and FrodeneV William 
retreated first to Lapnc thence, find 
mg they ■wriro pursued to Dresden 
and, finally they recrossed the Elbe 
and estabhahed thcmaclrcs in a strong 
ponbon at Bautzen, u-hcro thcjy threnr 
up a number of entrenchments and 
fortificahcms in order to render thar 
camp impregnable until the numerous forces which were marching 
to jom them should amve, and enable them to resume offensirc 
operabons 

On the 11th of Jfay, Napoleon entered Dresden and was again 
greeted an a conqueror and friend, by the fielJe populace of that 
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City; mIio only a few clays picnously had hailed, inth enthusiastic 
acclamations, the C/ai and the King of Prussia as the Libciatois of 
Gennany. On the 12tli, the King of Saxony, who, on tlio approach 
of die iUhes, had been compelled to retire to Prague for shelter, 
returned to his capital, to which he was welcomed by the Empeior 
widi a spleuchd militaiy fete. The inhabitants sinceiely lejoiced 
at the lestoration of their good old Monaich, who was univeisally 
beloTcd, and in addition to dischai ges of cannon, and the music of 
the hoops, the bells pealed fiom all the dim dies, and tlie applauses 
of the citizens, male and female, rent tlie aii as the King and the 
Emperor rode side by side through the streets to die loyal jialaco. 
It was the last spectacle of the land, — the last triumph of fidehty, 
m an ally, which Napoleon was deshned to witness 

According to Ins usual custom, the Empeior, on becoming mastei 
of Diesden, sent to the Alhes a pacific oveitmc — ^^noposing diat a 
gcncial Congress should assemble at Prague, to heat foi universal 
peace The hopes which had been cicated by the fadme of the 
Russian campaign, however, had not yet been sufficiendy humbled 
foi Russia and Prussian to listen favourably to what they conceived 
would be legal ded as an admission of then incapacity to realize 
their lecciit boast of speedily dethromng him, whom they had 
called “the scourge and tyiant of Em ope and mankind ” Austna had 
been sounded, and had pledged heiself to join the coahtion against 
Prance, on the first pretext which could be found foi deseition 
Napoleon seems perfectly to have understood the natme of the 
intrigues in progress “I beheld,” he afterwards said, “the decisive 
hour gradually approaching My stai giew dun I felt the reins 
shpping from my hands Austria, I knew, would avail herself of 
any difficulties m which I might be placed to secure advantages to 
herself, but I had resolved on making the greatest sacrifices. The 
choice of the proper moment for proclaiming this resolution was the 
only difficult pomt, and what chiefly occupied my attention If the 
influence of physical force be great, the power of opinion is stiU 
greater Its eflects are magical My object was to preserve it A 
false step, a word inadvertently uttered, might for ever have destioyed 
the illusion While successftd, I could ofiei saenflees honomably, 
and the idea of my superiority remained unimpaired ” It was upon 
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thia reasoning tliat he offered to treat after Liitaen, m order to arert 
the calamitiea •ff'hioh he clearly perceived to be impending but he 
was not prepared to eubmit, at discretion, to terma dictated by those 
over whom he had jort been Btwjceesftil m the field and from the 
confrirencee ■which he held "with Count Bubna at ib-m time, he 
distinctly learned that nothing leaa than his absolute degradation 
would talisly the AEies or secure him a continuance of the fiiendahip 
of Austria 

On the rejection of hia proposals, Napoleon at once sent Eugene 
to Italy for the purpoae of o^anuong an army of defence against 
the penod, which was foreseen to be not lar distant, when tho 
Emperor Francis should declare war agamst his son m law, and 
seek to recover hia old poesesaians in the plams of Lombardy In 
d atm Ming the Viceroy, Napoleon, to display his sense of the eminent 
services which the Prince had rendered to the army dnnng its retreat 
from Rusaia, conferred the docal palace and temtory of Bologna and 
the domam of Galhera, which formed part of the Emperors pnvato 
property, on Eugene s eldest daughter, whom he at the same tnno 
created Prmcess of Bologna. 

The Alhea, meanwhfle were compelled to withdraw their detach 
ments from the vanoos positions which they had taken on the left 
bank of tho Elbe and to concontralo their entire forces at Bautaon 
to onablo thorn to sustam an attack should such bo mado Constor 
nation 'was general throughout their ranks They had expected an 
cosy victory over a foe whom they behoved to bo dispirited and 
almost prostrate from recent losses, instead of which they had met 
with nothing but enthusiasm m the hostilo army and defeat in their 
own Tho German population, which had exhibited such a general 
desire to shake off the yoke of Franco whilo Napoleon was at a 
distance, now b<^an to hontato and to subject their patriotism to 
prudential considerations. Bcinadotto on whoso assistance and pro< 
misct so many hopes had been built halted at a safe distance from 
tho scene of action, to bo ready in caso of necessity to retreat inthout 
hazarding an engagement and England hod not yet remitted her 
promised subsidies to enable tho Allies to equip tho additional troops 
which they might otherwise have brought mto the field. Had Austria 
remained faithful to her old engagements tho war might now hare 
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been brought to a close, and peace re-established on the basis of mu- 
tual security to all the nations of Europe. The thirst foi vengeance, 
ho^vc^cl, vhich animated die powers that had been humbled by 
France, was strong , and Napoleon was too proud to stoop as a sup- 
phant for what he still deemed himself able to win by the swoid 
One unpleasant consequence of the retreat of the Allies was, that 
the cities and towns which had risen in revolt to join them wcie 
now' left to the mercy of the French; and, as they had shown httle 
moderation, wdicn for a moment in the ascendant, they had little 
reason to hope for kmdness or consideration now that they in turn 
were defenceless. The muiucipality of Ilambuigh, in conjunction 
with their brctlucn of the other cities composing the Hanseatic 
League, had raised an army of ten thousand men for the service 
of the Alhes, and had inflicted great cruelties upon such of the 
French soldiers and others as had fallen mto their hands, but, after 
a brief period of independence, the city was compelled to capitulate 
to Yandamine and Davoust, and to leceive once more a French 
governor The conduct of the Allies townids this place, is worthy 
of bemg remembered Tlie citizens had tlirown open their gates 
to the hberating troops on die first summons of Generals Czeimcheff 
and Tetterbom, and obstmately resisted the eflbrts of the French 
to retake the town Immediately after tlie battle of Lutzen, however, 
the Russians and Prussians were recalled, being replaced by a corps 
of Swedes sent for die purpose by Eemadotte, who was then, with 
a large army at Stralsund, waitmg to see how the wai was likely 
to proceed before marching in person to attack his countrymen 
The Danish governor of Altona, knowing that the Cabinet of Copen- 
hagen had withheld all supplies from the French Emperor, and was 
in commumcation with the Alhes, and further influenced, perhaps, 
by his own near relationship to the Prussian General Bluchei, sent 
at this time a body of hoops with a number of gun-boats and cannon 
to succoiur the beleaguered city, but his government, m the interval, 
havmg ascertained that the Alhes were detemuned to, indemnify 
Bemadotte for the seizure by Russia of Fmland, -with the cession 
of Norway, commanded the Danes to withdraw, after a junction of 
three days with the enemy, and the Danish Prmce, thencefoiwaid, 
returned to alhance, offensive and defensive, with Napoleon The 
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cautiouB SwDdet upon this evacuated the aty leaving the inhalntfljitB, 
who had certainly been overhasty in their proceedings, to their &te 
Thus Rusaaans, Pruanana, Dane* and Swedes, all exhibited the 
same contempt for a patnotism whitdi was unable immediately to 
forward their own individual interests. The population was treated 
with leas rigour than had been anticipated- *The French aoldiers,” 
a^rs Scott, tept good discipline, and only plundered after the 
fiiahion of regular exactians which moana that contribntiona were 
levied to indemnify the French mihtary civil authontiea and 
merchants for the losses they had sustained by the mamrection- 

Napoleon remained for a week at Dresden, in order to learn the 
result of his pacific overtures before ro-opemng the campaign but 
finding negooation hopeless, and knowing that Austria was concen 
tratjng a large army behind the Bohemian ftonUer, he, on the 18th, 
commenced hia march towards Baulxen, having previously sent Ney 
m advance towards Sprembeig to menace Berlin. In his route 
the Emperor passed the rums of the small town of Bischoflawerder, 
which had boen set on fire domig a recent engagement between 
somo French troops and a body of Kossaans Ho was mnch ofibcted 
at tho nght, and promised to rebuild the place prosentmg the 
inhflbitanta at tho soma tnne, with a sum of four thousand pounds 
sterling towards repairing therr losses. On another occasion, ndmg 
over ground from which the wounded had not yet been removed, 
ho expressed, *aj, indeed, according to an canincnt, unfriendly 
writer "was hu custom, for ho could never view bodily pain without 
sympathy ’ a considcrablo degree of senaibihty for the lulfcrcrs " Hu 
wound is incurable Siro,” said a surgeon whom Napoleon urged to 
attend to one of tho wretched objects before him- "Try, however,’ 
rophed tho Emperor “it is always well to loso one less.” 

Early m the mornin g of tho 21st, Napoleon camo in sjght of tho 
formidable position of tho AHies. It was atuoted a short distance 
in tho rear of Bantien, with tho nver Spree in front a chain of 
wooded hnis, occupied by tho llussians on tho right, and a group 
of well fortified eminences, hdd by tho Prussians on tho left. cy 
and Launston were at time posted towards Ho y eswerda, wntchmg 
tho motions of tho enemy, and prepared to act in concert with tho 
Grand Army Tho action of tho 21tt consisted in tho movement of 





a colmrni of Italians, who were pushed forward by Napoleon to turn 
the Russian flank, but Barclay de Tolly and General D’Yoick 
attacked and dispciscd this body bcfoic Ney could support them. 
The rest of the day was spent in the passage of the Spree, which 
the French effected at several points iniinccliately in front of the 
Allied armies "witliout molestation — the fugitives of Lutzen bemg 
too greatly alanncd at the proximity of their vanquishers to venture 
from tlieir stronghold for the chance of a doubtful conflict. The Im- 
perial head-quarters were fixed for the night m the town of Bautzen, 
and the hostile forces bivouacked in presence of each other. 

The Emperor, satisfied that any attempt to storm the camp of the 
enemy would be useless, resolved to turn it Ney was accoidmgly 
directed to make a large circuit round the extreme nght of tire 
Russians, while Oudmot engaged their left; and Soult and the 
Emperor in person attacked the centre hliloiadowich and his 
Cossacks were whoUy occupied m defending themselves against 
Oudmot, and the Prussians mamtaincd their ground for fom hours 
against the repeated charges of Soult, several tunes losing and 
icgaimng die heights wluch formed the key of tlieu position Tire 
carnage dming this protracted struggle was dreadful on each side, 
but at length Bluchei was driven back, leavmg the French m 
undisputed possession of the giormd. The coiqis of Ney, meanwhile, 
followed by those of Launston and Regnier, had gamed the rear 
of the Allies, and now jioured deadly volleys of shot upon theu 
exhausted masses The Russians and Prussians, driven m on both 
flanks, and panic-stricken m the centre, scarcely waited for orders 
to commence theu retreat, which they accomphshed with such celerity 
as to outstrip all pursuit, and gam tune to rally on the great roads 
leadmg to Bohemia — the route through Silesia bemg closed agamst 
them through the manoeuvre which had been so ably executed by 
the '‘Bravest of the Brave,” and his gallant corps of youthful Con- 
scripts 

Napoleon, several times during the day, exposed himself to the 
hottest fire of the enemy, and, when the latter retreated, was among 
the foremost m puismt He was' impatient, however, at seemg so 
much slaughter with such comparatively trifling results, and as he 
returned from witnessmg the flight of the foe, he exclaimed to those 
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about him, “"Wliatl no gnna? no pmoners? Theto peoplo will not 
leave behind thorn 00 much &• a nail I” The close of this well fought 
day WM rendered memorable by a eene* of accidents which wrought 
deep affliction m the bosom of the Emperor The Kusbmb rear 
guard had been compelled to halt at the heights of Bachembach^ 
to protect the passage of their comradea Tho coiraaaieri of the 
Impcnnl Guard attached and threw them into confononj but thu 
unimportant achievement cost the life of General Bruyerea who 
was struck down by a ballet in the moment of success This General, 
who was a veteran of tho Army of Italy, was a favounto of Napoloon 
for ha courage and fidelity Immediately after ho had fallcm, and 
whSe tho Emperor, surrounded by a brilliant rotinut^ was surveyiDg 
fiom an eminence the retreat of tho last of the enemy b Boldicrs, a 
cannon tanod at tho Imponal group, ihivercd a tree beneath which 
Napoleon stood and robotmdmg lolled Gonoral Kirgener, the brother 
in law of Marshal Lazmos and mortally wonndod Duroo, by tearing 
open his abdomen The dying Manhal was instantly bomo on a 
bttcr to tho camp but knowing that rorgical aid was nsoloss ho 
oskod only for tho Emperor who was walking with an air of unwonted 
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DEATH OF DUROC 


dejection in front of liis tent. “Sire/’ said Dmoc, taking the liand 
of his friend and Soveieign and laising it to his hps, “my whole 
life has been conscciatcd to yonr service; and I icgiet it only as it 
can be no longer useful to you.” “Duioc/’ replied Napoleon, 
“ thero IS another life, in which we shall one day meet agam ”• — 
“Yes, Sire,” leturned the Marshal, “but that -oull be thirty years 
hence, when you have triumphed over your enenues and reahsed 
all the hopes of our country. I have hvcd as an honest man I have 
nothmg to reproach myself "with I leave a daughter, to whom your 
Majesty vuU be a fathei !” The Empcroi was greatly affected, and 
remained foi some time mcapable of speaking, with the hand of his 
ancient comrade locked m his Duioc, as much afflicted at witnessmg 
Napoleon’s giicf as by his own suffermgs, was the first to bieak 
silence “Sire,” he said, ^^this sight pams you leave me.” After 
his last adieus, it was found necessary for Soult and Caulamcourt 
to support the Emperor m retuinmg to his tent, where he would 
neither see any person except his usual attendants, nor hsten to any 
reports that were brought to him Even when asked concernmg 
some necessary arrangements for the foUowing day, his sole reply 
was “Ask me nothmg till to-monow ” 

The character of Duroc has been diawn by a master -hand “He 
was,” said Napoleon, “a puie and virtuous man, totally dismterested 
and extremely generous Throughout my career, he was the only 
person who possessed my unreserved confidence, and to whom I 
could freely unburthen my mmd His talents were not bnlhant, 
but he had an excellent judgment, and his services were of the 
most useful kmd He would never have abandoned my person or 
fortunes His death was a national calamity ” The Emperor shortly 
afterwards issued a decree m favour of Duroc’s young and accom- 
phshed widow and child , and summonmg to Im presence the 
proprietor of the farai on which the Marshal had died, he assigned 
to him a sum of eight hundred pounds steihng, a fifth of which was 
to be spent in erectmg a suitable monument on the spot where the 
deceased met his death, and the rest was to repair the damage the 
farmer had sustamed during the action “ The money,” says Baron 
Odeleben, “was paid in the presence of the rector and magistrate 
of Makersdorf, who undertook to see the monument erected ” The 
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adTsnlage One copceaaioii granted, would hare led to tie enforce- 
ment of new cmea , till, step by step, I should hayo been dnren back 
to the castle of the Tuilenes, whence the French people, enraged 
at my weakneas, and considermg me the cause of their disasters, 
would hare justly bamihed mo for yielding them a prey to 
foragners ” 

In his reply to Jfettemich, the Emperor assumed a firm and candid 
tone " The interference of Austria,” he said, " was delayed to see 
if Franco might not be reduced to a lower state than at the opening 
of the campaigTL Now, howerer, that I have been victonoaB, your 
Sovereign thrusts in hia mediation, in order to prevent me firom 
foDowmg np my success. In assuming the office of pacificator, he is 
neither my friend, nor an impartial judge between me and my 
adveraanes, — be is my enemy You were about to declare your 
selves, when the victory of Lutxen rendered it prudent first to collect 
additional forces. You have now assembled, behind the Bohemian 
mountains, upwards of two hundred thousand mem, under the com 
mand of Schwartaenhurg You seek only to profit by my embarrass- 
ments, Win It suit you to accept of myna, and remain neuter? 
Your neutrahty is tU I req^uxre. I can deal with the Busaians and 
I Prossiani with my own army Sire, rephed the Diplomatist, it 
is m your Majesty s power to unite our forces with your own but 
neutrah^ is impossible We must be with or against you. 

The separate conditions of Francos s alliance, and those for a general 
peace, were repeated and Napoleon, becoming exasperated, ex 
claimed — " The truth is, you hawk about your friendship from cme 
comp to tho other, and make it depend upon the extent of temtory 
you can obtam, and yet you talk to me of the indopondonco of 
nations, Thmk you, however, that I shall be so dodlo as to march 
bock my troops, with reversed arms beyond tho Bhine, tho Alps, 
and tho Pyrenees and, by subscribing one vast capitulation, debver 
myself into the hands of my enemies, and trust to their generosity for 
a doubtful permission to exist? Mottenuchl toll mo, honestly, how 
much you hnro received fiiom England to take part agonist mo ? 

Talleyrand, CambactSr^, and Fouch4, who wore in attendance at 
Dresden, on being consulted os to the demands of tho Allies, odvued 
concessions, m order to obtain peace, representing that tho contmoanco 
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of Avar had exliausted 3?rancc, and that a conwdsion would he the 
consequence of protracted hostilities. Tlie Emperor appears to have 
suffered greatly in mind during tlic brief peiiod winch succeeded the 
dchvciy by the Alhes of tlicir ultimatiini “ How gieatly was I 
perplexed/’ said he, when speaking at St. Helena of this ensis, “ to 
find tliat I alone was able to judge of die extent of our danger. 
On the one hand I was harassed by die coalesced powers, which 
dneatened our veiy existence, and on the other by my own subjects,* 
who, in dieir bhndness, seemed to make common cause widi the foe 
Our enemies laboured for my destruction, and the importumties of my 
people, and even of my mmistcis, tended to induce me to throw 
myself on the mercy of foreigners . I saw that Fiance, her destimes, 
and her princqiles, depended on mo alone. The cucumstances in 
which the country was placed weic extraordinary and entirely new. 
It would be vam to seek for a parallel to them The stabihty of the 
edifice, of which I was the key-stone, had depended upon each of my 
batdes Had I been conquered at Maiengo, France would have 
encountered oU the disasters of 1814 and 1815, without those prodi- 
gies of glory which succeeded, and which will be immoital. At 
Austerhtz, at J ena, at Eylau, and at Wagram it was the same. The 
vulgar failed not to blame my ambition, as the occasion of these 
wars; but they were not of my choosmg; they were produced by 
the nature and foice of events , they arose out of that conflict 
between the past and the fiiture — that permanent coahtion of 
our enemies, which compelled us to subdue, under pam of bemg 
subdued ” 

That Napoleon was willing to do all that could be reasonably 
desired of him, was evinced by his final offer to accede to the follow- 
ing bases of pacification — The dissolution of the Grand Duchy of 
Warsaw, and the division of its territory between Eussia, Austna, 
and Prussia , the cession of the Hanse Towns , the reconstruction of 
Prussia, which was to have a frontier on the Elbe, the transfer of 
Illyna and the port of Trieste to Austna, the surrender of Holland 
and Spam ; and the estabhshment of German and Swiss mdependence 
These, with few and unimportant exceptions, were aU the conditions 
that had been at first required , and, as regards any concern foi the 
fireedom and nghts of nations, they proclaim aloud the honest views 
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of tlio confederacy The Alhea, hoTvever, were now m a condition to 
reanine a hostile attitude with a proq)ect of success, Alffrgn^ gr had 
receiTed strong reinforcements the Prussians had more ^nn doubled 
their numbers the Swedish army had amved at the scene of action 
large subsidies had been received from England, and Anstna had 
deeded on mstantly uniting its troops with the enemies of France 
Moreover mtelligonce had been received of tbe decisive battle of 
Vittona, in which King Joseph and Marshal Jourdan had been 
defeated and chased from Spam the news heong accompanied with 
an assurance that WeHington was advancing to the mvasion of France, 
The old Eepubhean Greneral Moreau, at the sohatation of his former 
comrade, Bemadotte and of the Csar had about the same time amved 
m the enemy i camp and moxmted the green cociade of Knssia, eager 
to wreak vengeance upon Napoleon, for having once obtamed the 
power and omitted fix)m a sense of supenonty and pty to consign 
him to an ignommious grave and treasonable movements began to 
bo manifested m the French camp General Jommi, chief staff officer 
of ouo of the corpi darmie having gone over to the enemy with all 
the mformatzon ho had been able to collect, respectisg the Emperors 
plans for the approaching campaign. The conditions of Napoleon 
were, thcrofore, rejected ; and in the night of the 10th of August, a 
number of rockots of a now and brilliant kind, gloaming upwards 
from height to height, spread along tho Bohemian and Silesum 
frontier the welcome news that tho amuBtice was hrokem oSi and that 
hostilities would immodiately recommence On the 11th, Austria 
sent in Its declaration of war against France Napoleon, havmg cal 
culated on this result, received tho news of his father m law’s defcfcbon 
with perfect equanimity and when reminded of tho gigantic forces 
now arrayed against him, ho merdy ropbod, It would bo a thousand 
tunes bettor to pensh in battle m tho hour of tho enemy’s tnumph, 
than to submit to tbe dc^pudation sought to bo mfricted on mo Evan 
defeat when attended by maguammous porsovemneo may loflvo tho 
respect duo to adversity Hcfico I prefer to giro battle for should 
I bo conquered, our fate is too inbmatoly blended with tho true poll 
ticnl interests of tho nugonty of our enemies, to ollow great advantages 
to be taken and should I bo victonous I may save all I have still 
chances in my favour, and am far from despairing ” 


RESULT OE THE ARMISTICE 


The error of Napoleon, m having acceded to the armistice, now 
became apparent to aU Em ope Had he pressed forward, Austria 
would have remamed neutral to watch the event, and the Alhes, cut 
off from aU means of communication with Bemadotte, and driven 
hack upon Poland, would have been compelled to treat • oi, if not, — 
had Germany risen in its rear, and the French army been ohhged 
eventually to succumb, — the consequences could not have been more 
fatal than those which actually ensued 
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KDBR protection of tho truce, the Allies had 
been enabled to augment their forces to about 
fire hundred thoujand men who Trore dis- 
posed Ei foDowi — The Grand Army eon 
autmg of one hundred and twenty thousand 
Austrians, and eighty thousand Buisians and 
Prussians, commanded by the C»ar, the King 
of PruBsiB, Morean, and Pnneo Schwnrticn 
burg lay behind the Ertegebuge mountains, 
to the south of Dresden, with its bcad-quaTten at Prague The Army 
of Siiftia numbering eighty thousand Russians and Prussians, com 
mandod by Bluchcr, was posted in advance of Breslau The third 
anny commanded by Bcmndottc and comprising thirty thousand 
Swedes and sixty thousand Russians and Prussians, was stationed 
near Berlin. A fourth army, consisting of urty thousand Austrians 
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led by Geneial Hiller^ ‘watched the passes of the AlpSj ready to attack 
the Viceroy of Italy, should he make any demonstration m fayour of 
Napoleon A coi’ps of foi*ty thousand Austrians, under the Prmce 
of Reuss, lay on the fiontier of Bavaria, and about thirty thousand 
Russians, Prussians, and Austrians lay around Schwerm^ m the Duchy 
of Mecklenbmg But besides these regular forces, numerous bands 
of msurgents had collected at different pomts, severally ready to join 
the Alhes, and impede the operations of the French, as opportumties 
imght occur to them The ranks of the Alhes contamed about a 
hundred thousand cavahy To this immense force Napoleon pould 
not oppose more than two hilndied and sixty thousand soldiers, which 
were thus stationed — One hundred thousand, under Macdonald, 
occupied Buntzlau, on the border of Silesia, fifty thousand were 
quartered m the neighbouihood of Zittau, m Lusatia , twenty tliousand 
lay at Pima, under the orders of St Cyr, watchmg the passes mto 
Bohemia , sixty thousand, commanded by Oudmot, were at Leipsic , 
and from twenty-five to thirty thousand remamed at Dresden, under 
the eye of Napoleon The French cavalry consisted of about forty 
thousand men, and was once more placed under the command of 
Murat, who, havmg learned that his old commander was agam m 
the field, and lene'wmg his career of victory, could not remam at a 
distance fiom the scene where bnlhant feats of arms were to' "be 
achieved, and new glory was to be won 

The plan of campaign, as regarded the Alhes, was arranged by 
Moreau and Bemadotte, to whom, as best undeistandmg the tactics 
of Napoleon, and the temper and soldier -hke quahties of their country- 
men, this important matter had been confided The disposition of the 
French forces havmg been ascertamed, and Geineral J omini exammed 
as to his knowledge of the orders subsistmg at the time of his deser- 
tion, it was conceived to be Napoleon’s mtention to umte his Guards 
■with any corps which the Alhes should venture to attack, and thus 
m detail to engage and overwhelm the several armies opposed to him. 
The orders issued by the lenegade generals to counteract this system, 
shewed then estimation of their former patron’s superiority No 
general was to give or accept battle ; but each was to do his utmost 
to mislead the French, by false demonstrations, and, in case of 
success on any pomt, m withdiawmg the Emperor for a moment from 
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his central ponbon, other armies irould advance, attack his marahala 
during hifl absence and escape to their reserves before his return 
They hoped thus to baffle and elude him, till his army should be 
■wasted, and his resources exhausted, when they might close round 
hnn, and either dettroy or make him priBoner 

This plan ■was sufflaently judiaous and must have speedily suc- 
ceeded but that Napoleon had suffiaent genius to enable hnn to 
form a new scheme of operabons, as soon as he perceived that the 
enemy had accurately divined the scope of his first. Instead, there- 
fore, of ■waiting to be attacked, as iraa his original purpose, he pushed 
forward, first agamst the Grand Arm y of the Allies ■which had b^^ 
its march from Prague mto Saiony and, on that frllmg back, he 
hastened to 2jittau to join. Ney and Macdonald, who were manoeuvring 
in front of the Army of Sflesia and dnvmg before them the " de- 
bauched old dragoon,” Blucher upon the mountaina of Katibach. 
On the 21st of August, bndges wore hastily thrown over the Bober, 
at liOewenberg and the French army daringly passed that nrer m 
the face of the enemy, and under a heavy fire of artillery Blucher, 
faithful to hia ongmsl mstroctioiis fied to Goldberg and, being 
pursued was overtaken and routed on the 23rd. In the last acbon 
a column of twenty fivo thouaand Frnsaians iras broken and totally 
dispersed by Gerard. 

It Tvas at this stage of proceedings that Napoleon Heard of the 
renewed advance of tho enemy’s Grand Army upon Dresden. It 
■was of the utmost importance to retam possession of this aty which 
was the pivot of the French operabons, and the koy to their hue of 
communicabons ■with Pans. Deavmg Macdonald, therefore to con 
tinne the pursuit of Blucher Napoleon hastily returned •with the 
Imperial Guard and tho troops of Noy towards the Elbe, where the 
combmed Sovereigns had already concentrated an army of two 
hnndred thousand men for a simultaneous assault ■upon the Saxon 
capital, defended alono by St. and his c o r p s of twenty thousand 
men. The march of the Emperor on this occasion has been compared, 
for Its cclenty and effect, to the lightning’s flash. A few hours later 
and It would have been useless Dresden •would have been in tho 
power of tho enemy, and Isapolcon cut off from all hope of receiving 
reinforcements or tupphes. 



DRESDEN ATTACKED 


Tiie unmeldy masses of Allied tioops Lad sunounded Dresden, on 
tlie afternoon of the 25th , hut, deeming their numhei still too small 
to lender victory ceitam, mstead of giving the signal for mstant 
assault, they bivouacked on the neighhourmg heights, to afford time 
for the arrival of General Elenau with an additional force This pro- 
ciastmation cost them dearly It enabled St. Cyi to make arrange- 
ments for a defence which, however feeble, prevented the immediate 
capture of the city ; and m the end proved sufficient to avert its fall. 
The folly of delay havmg m the meantime occurred to them, the 
Allies, on the moimng of the 26th of August, notwithstandmg the 
continued absence of ETenau, resolved on attackmg the place, and 
accoidmgly, dividing themselves mto six columns, advanced towards 
the walls 

The troops of St Cyi were msufficient, though aU his reserves 
were employed for the pmpose, to man the walls and defences of 
the city From the wmdows of his palace, the venerable Xmg 
of Saxony beheld the devastation of the beautifol gardens and 
pleasure-grounds by which his capital was environed About ten 
o’clock, the shells and balls of the assailants began to fall thick m 
the streets and squares , and the mhahitants, m a state of the utmost 
consternation, uttered loud murmtus, and threatened to yield up the 
city m order to save their habitations ftom destruction Defection 
too had commenced in the ranks of the besieged Two regiments 
of "Westphahan hussars, quittmg then posts m the garrison, went 
over with all their equipments to the AJhes 

Suddenly loud acclamations and cries of ^^Yive I’Empeieur!” 
announced that something extraordinary had occurred m the direc- 
tion of the nver, and the populace hurrying towards the bridge, 
beheld Napoleon on horseback, rushmg mto the city, followed at 
chaigmg pace by his Guards, who, notwithstandmg the fatigues 
of then long forced marches, eagerly desned to he instantly led to 
the encounter Dismay was now banished, and confidence restored 
Accents of joy and congratulation succeeded to those of despaii, as 
the last troops of the Emperor defiled mto the streets, and formed 
m order of battle behmd the gates by which they were expected to 
debouch upon the besiegers It has been observed by a French 
writer, that the enthusiasm with which the cuuassieis of Latour- 
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Maubonrg WBre greeted made it appear that their presence 1718 in 
itself a certain presage of Tictoiy Napoleon, after a few hasty, 
but important questions as to the measure* which had been adopted 
for defence, and a word of ^iprobation on the conduct of St. Cyr 
hastened to the palace to reassure the Saxon Eoyal Fanu!/, which 
IB said to hare been preparing for flight, A moment or two after 
wards he was agam on his chaiger, h ur r yi ng towards one of the 
city gate*, and affording to the now reanimated population, by the 
mlmTiftM and aeremty of his brow and the mildness of hia eye a 
pledge of seconty At one o dock, he was at the extremity of the 
suburb of Klmti, glancmg roxmd the exterior of the city and rec on 
noitnng the advanced posts of the enemy, which he approached so 
nearly that a young page by whom he was accompanied, was struck 
dead at his nde by a bullet. 

At three m the afternoon, the long expected signal for assault was 
given by three discharges of from the battene* of die Alhe*. 

The comhmed troops sweeping the pUm, now ruihed with wild 
unpetuosity upon the redoubts so exated by the presence of their 
Sovereigns and so eangnine of victory, that the univeiBal battle cry 
was Pans— Pans I” a word which forcibly indicated thear hope* 
and ol^ect Tho French soldiers, resemiig their Are till the assailants 
were within a few paces, opened upon them at once such a temfio 
voDoy of musketry and ortillay’, that tho ADies wore staggered at 
tho onset, and recoiled a* though all had recerred at tho same 
moment a deadly blow The batUe howerer soon became general, 
and was maintained with the utmost fury tiD Napoleon, seixmg the 
proper moment, directed Murat with the cavalry to make a sortie 
on fbo right flanV of the enemy, and Mortier to attack tho loft 
while four divuums of the Young Guard, led by Ihimoustier Barrois, 
I>ucoui, and Roguet, under tho order* of Noy, issued from 
Krnn and Plaucn gates, and advancing directly to the attack, by 
thor dauntleas bearing under o gaDmg firo, struck terror to tho 
bosoms of tho Allies, Notwithstanding the boIdne*s and gallantry 
of their advance, tho combined troops, when tho Guards opproached 
them, gavo way and fled in all directions and the pLun wo* presently 
scoured by the French cuimsocrs, who cut down oU who attempted 
remtanco 



DEESDEN 


Prince Schwaitzenbuig, seeing the unexpected issue of the engage- 
ment, exclaimed to his loyal companions, “The Emperor is surely 
in Diesden I The favourable moment foi carrying the city has been 
lost The utmost we can now hope is to rally!” The presence of 
Napoleon was confirmed by the events of the day, which were 
influenced not alone by the able dispositions and skilful manoeuvies 
which he had dnected, but also by his active participation m the 
heioic efforts and the penis of his army “Napoleon,” says Major 
Odeleben, a Saxon, who was m attendance on him during that day, 
“m the midst of a stoim of bullets, rode forward at full gallop to 
lecover two ledoubts which had been taken, and being stopped 
short for a moment on the field of battle by the fall of an officei 
of his suite, who was killed m his piesence, he turned to look around 
him, and then first peiceived that seveial of his aides-de-camp weie 
wounded ” 



The Alhes ralhed m the evemng on the heights fiom which they 
had descended with such confidence in the mormng , and about nme 
at night the sound of the cannon ceased At eleven, the Emperor 
was still on foot traversmg his outposts fiom bivouac to bivouac. 
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reconnoitring the lines of the enemy to enable hrm to arrange his 
plans for the ensning day On re-entcniig the palace, Berthier 
was called mto hia cabinet, and the necessary orders having been die 
tated, Tvere immediately despatched to the several generals directmg 
a combined movement at daybreot. In the meantime hoiverer, an 
Anstnan corps, emboldened by a copions distribution of brandy, 
attempted to surprise the Planen gate but meeting a vigorous 
resistance fiom General Domoostier and Colonel Cambron, one entire 
battalion with its colonrs was captured, and the rest of the assaHants, 
under cover of the darkness, fled to their camp This attack 
announced that the Allies althon^ m the evening they had appeared 
to be completely disordered, still rehed on their numbers for success 
and were tmtppaHed by the defeat they had sustained. Napoleon, 
m consequence sent instant and pressing orders for all his marshals 
and generals stationed m the neighbourhood of Dresden, to hasten 
with their troops to the aly to take part m the battle of the morrow 
commands which were so wdl obeyed, that before dawn upwards of 
a hundred thousand soldiers were assembled to renew the engagement 
on which the enemy beheved the (ate of France to depend. 

At BIX m the mammg of the 27th, the Emperor was again on 
horseback, at the Freybnrg gate to rorrey anew the positions of 
the enemy and the ground on which the battle was to be fought. 
On the heights before hnn, ho faded not to observe a wide unoccupied 
space which had been left for the corps of KJenan, the arrival of which 
was momentarily expected. Seeing the advantage to be derived firom 
this orcumitance, Murat and Victor were immediately ordered to 
advance and take tho position which was done with the promptittide 
for which those marshals were distmguishod, while a brisk c a nn onade 
engaged the enemy s centre The artillery was the prmcipal arm 
used in tho battle. It was then,** says tho 'Manuscript of 1813, 
'that the French soldicrB submitted to tho sot crest laws of modem 
tactics champmg the curb which restrained thoir ardour, and ro< 
maming for hours entirely immoveable a mark for tho bullets which 
tho hoftilo Imos contmnally exchanged.** 

At eleven o clock, Murat, who was then beyond tho defiles of 
Planen was seen, sabre in hand, with his gold«cmbroidcred mantle 
streaming fiwm his shoulder, charging tho Anstnan mlantry at the 
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hcnd of the indomitable cnibinccis nnd ctiiin'JMci';. TJis success, 
the plor> of %\hicli mos slimed h} 'S'lctor nnd Lnloiii-I\Tauhoing, 
Mn*;, hcnccfoith, complete, the led ^Mng of the enemy ^^ns biohen 
nnd thrown into total confu‘'ion On tlie liglit, the Young Gunid, 
led by the Emperor in pcison, not ]e«s foitun.ite E\er>Mheic 
the triumph of Napoleon Mn*? perfect. Ney, !Mainiont, IMoitici, 
St Ct^t, Nnu'^outy, — e^er^ ofilcei nnd soldici engaged, 'vindicated 
the reputation which Eicnch ^.^lonr nnd mihtai} skill had acqimed 
throughout the world .At three in the afternoon, the Allies wcic 
prccipitatel) retreating tow.irds the mountains of Eolieniin, by such 
unoccupied cross-roads nnd paths ns they could find, .and which the 
hca\T rain had icndcrcd .almost iinpass.ible 'Jlic Emperor of Russia 
.and King of IVu^sia had again the mortification of seeing their eagles 
humbled by the man whose destruction they had vowed; and of 
being obliged to flee from the face of him whom they had recently 
stigmatized as a cow.ardly fugitnc 

The trophies of the day w ere betw ecu twenty nnd thirty thousand 
Xinsoners, forty standards, and sixty pieces of cannon The Allies 
lost, besides, in killed and wounded, more than ten thousand men, 
among whom was !Morc.au, both of whose legs had been shattered 
by the fust dischaigc of cannon filed by tlic Impcnal Guaid 
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"HeaTen,” says M- Laurent, “would not permit ^ Tictor of Hohen 
linden to aggrayat© his cnme and perpetuate hiB mfamy on the field 
of battle, but caused the scandal of such a man • presence m the 
midst of the Euasiana to cease.” Napoleon bmiBelf is aaid to hare 
aimed the ball by which the traitor met his death. Having observed 
a group of officers reconnoitring on an emmenc© at a short distance 
m front, he ordered some cannon to be tnmed m that direction, and 
immediately afterwards saw a movement which indicated that tome 
peraon of rank had fiiUeiL In the evening a peasant brought mto 
Dresden a boot, smeared with blood, and a greyhound, the property 
of the gfeneral who was slam The collar of the dog bore the name 
of MoTtaUj and gave the first mtunation that the greater of the two 
whom sordid selfishness, combmed with personal malice and hatred, 
had mduced to wield pamadal arms, had paid the earthly penalty 
of*hu ofiTence De Boumanne has stated, as an unqestionahle &ct, 
that the sum proffered by Alexander to mdaco the “virtnons hlorean” 
to quit his Amen can exilo was twelve roiTIjfmi of rubles — upwards of 
two mnbans of pounds sterling he has not added, however, whether 
thu enormous pnee was psad. 

In the evening, Napoleon, drenched with ram and mnTnng from 
fatigue, retumod to Dresden, where he was received by the inhabit 
onti and the King of Saxony with raptnies. His gencrons conduct 
on the occasion tended not a litUe, it may be imagmod, to conciliate 
the people who, prior to tho amral of his army, bad exhibited 
strong symptoms of the msurroctionBry spirit so generally diffused, 
by means of the sooebes of xUummati, throughout G er m any He dis> 
tribnted largo sums of money among those whoso property had boon 
mjnred by the cannontdo spoke kmdly to aH who approached him, 
caused tho utmost attenbon to be paid to the wounded, os well those 
of tho ADied armies as of his own and rehoved with Hbcral hand 
tho wants of his prisoners many of whom bemg deserters from the 
conbngcnt corps in his pay could scarcely have expected such 
treatment 

Early m tho morning of tho 29th, the Emperor was again on 
hoTschaclc, directing tho p ursui t of the fly ing enemy but, tho 
incessant restlessness and toil which ho had endured for five or six 
days past, and some food, suspected to have been poisoned, of which 
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lie had hastily calon on the preceding c\cning, ])ioduccd Molcnt 
retching and fevci, vhich toinprllod him to return in liis airriagc to 
lirrsden. and leaxe the completion of the cncmj's luin to infeiior 
hand*:. This sudden and mo*:! unfortunate indi‘'position has been 
I generally assigned ns the indirect tnuse of the long series of calnimtics 
Inch ensued 

The King of Kaple*:, I^Iarmont, and St. Cyr, mcnnulnlc, continued 
to press hard upon tlic fljing columns of the enemy, uhilc Van- 
dnmme, uith a corps of nliout thirl}' thousand men, aunited to 
intercept their jirogrcss at Petersnald, m the mountains of Bohemia. 
From the last mcnlioned troojis, Napoleon so confidently expected 
the total o^erlllrolV of the Allies, that -when complimented, on his 
return to Dresden, upon his nctory, he exclaimed, “ Tliat is notliing. 
Vandamme is before them. It is from him uc must look for the 
great result ” Tlic impctuosit}* of Yandamine, houcvci, ivliosc fiery 
ardour had prei'iously induced the Emperor to say, ^^Wcic that 
General lost, I knoir not uhat I should refuse to have lum restored; 
but if I had tivo such, I should be compelled to make one shoot 
tlie oUier,” had impelled lum to gi\c battle to the Bussian General 
Ostormann, and to pursue him in the direction of Toplit?, uhithei 
the routed forces of the Allies -vveic fl}nng, in order to concentiatc 
on the only road practicable for artillei}', by uhich they could hojic 
to reach Prague. Had '\’audammc halted, the Grand Army of the 
enemy, cooped up between his coqis and the trooiis in pursmt, must 
have surrendered at discretion, or, abandoning then grms and bag- 
gage, have dispersed and sought lefugc in scattered bands among 
the forests and cross-roads of the country. But on the mommg of 
the 29th, Vandamme, abandoning the line of the hrlls, marched mto 
the valley of Culm, to complete, as he thought, the drsorganrzation 
of the Alhes, and to seize Tophtz, which was not more than half a 
league m advance, and was larown to contam the immense magazmes 
of the enemy Ostermaim, however, having recerved intelhgence of 
the near approach and precarious situation of the Emperor Alexander, 
now resolved to make a stand rn order to gam trme. Hrs lesrstance 
was of the most determmed character Hrs troops stood “firm as a 
grove of pines opposed to the tempest,” while Vandamme duected 
charge upon charge against their lessening numbers, till all the 
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French »oldicrf irere gathered on a narrow spot in the deep yale 
and night cloied upon the combatants Ostermann lost an oxm m 
thm engagement but he gained the tone required to save hit 
countrymen from destruction Barclay de Tcdly Schwartzenburg 
the Cxar, and the Kmg of Prussia, were enabled to rally a large 
body of their foIlowerB before morning and, at day breat, to ponr 
down from the heights of Petennrald tuch a torrent upon Vandamme 
that, after a sangnmary contest, which the French were nnahle to 
mamtam throughout the day the French commander together with 
Genorala Haxo and Guyon and about seven thousand men remamed 
prisoners of war These officers wore subsequently treated with great 
msolenco and harahnesi by the Grand Duke Constantine, to whose 
custody they were consignod. 

General Corbmeau, by hia courage and energy, saved the greater 
porbon of the French troops Seeing the immense host by which 
he and his comrades were lurroxmded, he led a frmons cavalry charge 
up the bill of Feteriwald cut a road through the Alhes killed the 
artnierymen at their guns, and compelled Eusdans Fmicans and 
AustoAni, to quit the road dll his comrades had effected a passage. 
Tbo day howev er was a highly disastrous one The Alhos had 
been previously rotreatmg m the utmost disorder — the officers and 
•oldiQTS complaining of the cowardice and want of skiU of theix 
generals, and the generals of their Sovereigns but now they were 
enabled to reassemble and to resume some appearance of disoplmo, 
wbilo the gfons and prisoners they had taken gave a semblance of 
truth to the boast with which they entered Tophtx, that they had 
triumphed over the great Napoleon, and should soon expel him 
from the German temtonea. The Tictory also reanimated the spmt 
of the native insurrectionary clubs whose members began agom to 
throng around tho so-cnHed * Standards of Liberty " Murat, Mar 
mont, and tho other French generals, on hoanng of tho mufbrtuno 
of Yandammo, instead of quickening tho pur s ui t, halted, and allowed 
tho Czar to fix his hcod^quartors at TopLtz 

Afiairi m tho morth were scarcely better "Wherever tho Emperor 
was not present m person tho ovcrwhclmmg numbers of tho Alhcs 
olmort inmnably gave thorn on ascendancy while where ho was all 
dispantjc* were more than compensated by tho supenonty of his 
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genius and activity. Oudinot had been directed to give battle to 
Bemadotte, and ha-sdng marched on the Berlin load to Gios-Bccren, 
near Potsdam, foi that pm-posc, lie had been cncoimtcrcd by the 
combined forces of Buloiv, Borstal, and the Cromi Prince, amounting 
to more than eighty Uiousand soldiers, and sustained a defeat, with 
a loss of about iiflcen hunch cd men and eight guns. Oudmot was, 
in consequence, compelled to retreat, which he did with the utmost 
deliberation in the face of the enemy. Geraid, about the same time, 
having salhed from !Magdebiirg irith five oi six thousand men to effect 
a dh ersion in favour of Oudinot, fell in with a Prussian coips return- 
ing from Gros-Bceren, and put it to fiight, but was in turn assailed 
by CzcmichcfT and liis Cossacks, and lost six cannon, the gieatei 
portion of Ids baggage, and fifteen hundred prisoners. Macdonald 
was equally unsuccessful against Blucher He had advanced on 
tlic Breslau road to give battle to the old partisan chief, but bemg 
met before he was prepared, and Ids troops becommg entangled in 
a narrow defile, flooded widi heavy rains, he also sustained a defeat, 
before his wings could brmg him any assistance. Lauxiston, who 
commanded the right wing, was subsequently attacked and defeated , 
and Luckau, with a garrison of a thousand men, a day or two after- 
wards, surrendered to the Allies. The Prcnch Ajmiy of Silesia was 
thenccfortli utterly disabled. 

The news of these events, in which a total loss of nearly thirty 
thouand soldiers had been sustained, reached Napoleon while he lay 
still sick at Dresden. This,” said he to Murat, “ is the fate of war 
Exalted m the mommg , low enough before night There is but a 
step betiveen triumph and ruin ” On the table before him was a map 
of Germany ; he took his compasses, and measurmg distances, appa- 
rently without a purpose, repeated the foUowmg hues of a favourite 
poet . — 

" J’ai sem, command^, vomeu quarante amides , 

Du mondc, entre mes mams, j’ai vu les destindes , 

Et j’ai toujours connu qu’en chaque evdnement 
Le destin des dtats dependait d’un moment ” 

The end of disasters had not yet arrived Oudinot, havmg con- 
centrated all his forces beneath the walls of Wittemberg, was 
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sttperioded, on the 4th of September by Ney who brought with 
hrm new troops, and a strict charge from Napoleon to force hia way, 
at all risks, to Berlin so as to place Bemadotte between the French 
Grand Army and the corps operating on his rear Ney exhibited his 
customary alacrity to obey his mstmctionfl and, after obtaining some 
advantage* over General Tanentiean on the 5th, he mowed, on the 6th, 
iqion Juterbock, where a general action was forced on by the Allies 
m the midst of which a corps of Saxons m all probabflity according to 
prenous agreement, suddenly quitted their post and fled, leaving 
a large gap m the array of Ney, mto which the cavalry of the AHie* 
rushed, and was enabled to cat the AMflilmg force in two, and to 
compel the separated divisions to retreat in different directions with 
a loss of about ten thousand men and upwards of forty piece* of 


These repeated check* dissolved the spell which had previously 
encompassed French valour, and reduced the followers of Napoleon 
to a level with ordznsry soldiers, luhla to the common entus and 
mischances of war The troops themsehree grew depressed in spurt 
the officer* longed for repose and many openly expressed them 
wishes for peace upon any terms that could be obtained, providod 
the integrity of the territory of snaent France were guaranteed. The 
outhusiaam, which had formerly wrought such marvels, no longer 
existed and a feeling of discontent began to usurp its place m tho 
breasts of all save the few galLmt veterans who remamed of the 
victonouB campaign* of Italy, I^ypt, Austerhti, Jena, and "Wagram. 
The ATli ei on tho other hand, were exated to tho utmost by thoir 
unexpected fncccsee* and, gaining courage m proportion to the repu 
tation of the chiefi over whom they triumphed, them soldiera boasted 
at least an cquahty with them opponents — an advantage mfinitoly 
Bupenor m its conseqacnccs to tho partial victones by which tho 
change of fcolmg had been mdaced. 

Notwithstanding tho contmuanco of his indisposition, Napoleon, 
unable to onduro tho torture to which ho was subjected by constant 
reports of tho discomfiture of his troop* hastened, early m September, 
from Dresden into Silesia, to turn, by hi* talents and the inflacnco 
which his presence still exennsod, the tottmng bolxmco of fortxmo It 
Was evident that the enm of his fato was come , and tho occurrences 
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of every succeeding day demonstrated more clearly that his salvation, 
and that of the empne, must depend upon his own vigorous darmg, 
and on the subtlety and fiimness of his unassisted gemus. His 
eneuues, as well by their actions then, as by their subsequent acknow- 
ledgments, have done justice to the efforts of his closing careei, 
admittmg that these weie woithy of his fame^ and that they constituted 
the Clowning lays of his coional of military glory. On the 4th of 
September, he jomed the corps of Macdonald at Hochkuch; and, 
with scarcely an hour’s delay, resumed the offensive against Blucher, 
who had taken post on the heights of Wolenberg, whence he 
threatened a descent m the direction of Bautzen. The Alhes, 
however, were speedily dislodged, and driven back towards Gorhtz, 
whithei they were pursued durmg the whole of the 5th, and com- 
pelled precipitately to lecross the nveis Neiss and Queisse. 

The Emperor now received news that the Grand Army of the Con- 
federates was again strugghng to extricate itself firom the Bohemian 
mountains, and threatened a new descent upon Dresden. He hastily 
retamed, therefore, towards the Elbe ; and, at seven m the evenmg 
of the 6th, came m sight of Wittgenstem, who, with the advanced 
guard, had marched as far as Pima The Alhes, however, being 
well-informed by faends in the Erench camp of all Napoleon’s move- 
ments, no sooner heard of his approach than, without hazardmg a 
battle, they retued to their old quarters, afraid,” according to Sir 
Waltei Scott, of one of those sudden strokes of inspuation under 
which then opponent seemed almost to dictate terms to fate.” The 
Emperor pursued them through the passes of the Erzgebhge to 
Peteiswald, whence, surveymg the impracticable defiles of the valley 
of Culm, m which Yandamme had been defeated, he returned again 
to Dresden, on his road encountermg and defeatmg a Prassian corps, 
and makmg prisoner a son of General Blucher Availing himself of 
Napoleon’s absence, the elder Blucher meanwhile had again advanced 
towards Dresden, and, again, on the Emperor’s approach, he filed the 
Alfred Grand Army, durmg his retreat, maichmg forward as before, 
m Older to snatch by stiatagem what its chiefs dared not attempt to 
wm m the field The rapidity of the Emperor on this occasion, 
however, outian the calculations of the foe; and Schwartzenburg 
havmg ventmed to attack the corps of Count Lobau, at Geyersberg, 



I BKIBUIflHSB 

was tmeipectedlj asBimlted in tom by the man Tvhom he mo*t feared, 
and whom it was his prmcipal atndy to avoid. He was defeated with 
considerable slaughter and driren back m confnccm upon Tophti — 
Napoleon pn rw F i mg beyond the valley of Culm to NoHensdorf, where 
hia march was delayed by a storm which rendered the high roads 
• impassable, and enabled his opponents, whom repeated flight had 
rendered better acquamtcd with the country to escape A third time 
the Emperor returned frmtleealy victonons to Dresden, the centre of 
his dperations, and agam he was called forth to enconnter a new foe 
m the person of Bemsdotte who havmg advanced towards the Elbe 
was preparing to cross that nver, m order to cnt ofl“ the Ercnch com 
mnnicatioiiB with Pans Like bis predeccasor* Bemadotte, though at 
the head of a far greater force than Napoleon conld mnster wanted 
conri^e to await the onset of his former Sovereign and friend He 
retreated with haste towards Berlin immediately a demonstration 
was made ag^mst hnn and Blncher 'Wittgenstem, Bolow, and 
Schwartxenbiirg snccotarvely renewed, and were defeated m thear 
attemptM to soixe Dresden, and to eflect the pajsage of the Elbe 

Thai m incessant skirmishes bat with no decisrre action, the month 
of Soptembor wore away Napoleon was constantly present nt the 
pomt where the greatest danger seemed to threaten and was con 
stantly baffled by the vigilant foais of the Allies who ihonnod his 
presence as if his look could hare darted destruction through their 
ranks. Hw very successes however, dumnishod his chances of ulU 
mate triumph Hi* army, already enfeebled by the disasters of hu 
generals, grew weaker after ev er y engagement the loss of each slain 
and wounded soldier being felt as irreparable whilo the enemy, 
constantly receiving rcmforcements from all quarters, was scarcely 
Bcnsiblo of the ravages made in its innumerablo host by the sword or 
disease 

Smeo the battle of Dresden everything had been favourable to 
the confederated Sovcrogni, m whom nothing more was rcquinto 
than confldcnco and ordinary mihtary talent, to enable them to have 
brought the war to a close, and thus have spared much bloodshed to 
them subjects, as well as the desolation of one of tho finest regions 
of Germany Desertions from the French camp of straggling parties 
of men and officers, belonging to tho sovonil contingent troops 
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fumislied by the Pimces of tbe Rhemsb Confedeiation occurred daily 
Paitisan bands, raised among tbe tUuminati, roamed over tbe country, 
cutting off detacbments of French soldieis, and carrying away into cap- 
tivity tbe sick and wounded — destioying in tbeu progress all tbat eould 
affoid subsistence to man oi boise, and plundeiing, without remoise, 
sueb of tbeu countrymen as refused to jom m tbeu marauding excur- 
sions These Cossacks of tbe Elbe,” as they weie called, became 
even more teinble than tbe savage tribes whose excesses alone they 
emulated. English gold was distributed with unsparing band among 
those who lendeied service to tbe Albes, or were willing to take an 
active pait in tbe overthrow of Napoleon German patriotism thus 
became an object of pubbc baitei, and aspuations for Liberty were 
elicited by tbe cbnk of tbe pmse Loid Catbcait, Su Eobert Wilson, 
and other Engbsb commissioneis accompanied tbe Albes to appor- 
tion tbe price at which adherents, smgly or in bodies, were to be 
purchased. , 

Before tbe end of September, tbe Emperor received a letter iiom 
the King of Bavaria, with information tbat it would be impossible 
for tbe latter to mamtain bis albance with France longei than six 
weeks ' Tbe Westpbabans, about tbe same tune, revolted, and 
compelled Kmg Jerome to abandon bis capital, and letiie foi safety 
upon tbe Bbine , and Saxony and Wurtemberg were m a state of 
ferment, tbe people openly tbreatemng to desert tbeir Sovereigns, and 
join tbe Albes en masse Napoleon, at this crisis, detemuned on a 
bold movement by which be hoped to baffle bis opponents and secure 
tbe wavering fidebty of bis nominal baends An immense body of 
tbe Alli ed troops bad abeady crossed the Elbe, and, estabbsbing 
themselves on its left bank, threatened to close on tbe French rear 
Tbe Emperor proposed to change positions with bis enemies, and 
penetratmg their bne to form m them lear, withdraw bis garrisons 
fiom tbe fortresses on tbe bne of the Vistula, Dantzic, Thom, and 
Modbn; and, under tbe protection of the magazmes and reserves 
estabhsbed at Toigau, Wittembeig, Magdeburg, and Hambmg, to 
remove tbe seat of wai to the plams between tbe Elbe and tbe 
Oder, to seize Potsdam, Berbn, Biandenbuig, and Mecblenburg, 
and compel tbe Allies to retrace tbeu steps m order to prevent tbe 
ravage of then own teiiitones Tbe danng novelty of this plan 
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captivated several of the Imperial generals ttIio had prenously urged 
a retreat towards the Rhine and preparationf for carrymg it into 
eiecutioE were entered upon witli ardour Rognier and Bertrand 
were ordered to advance upon Berlin and had already crosaed the 
Elbe, and met with some eucceasea over the corpa of Tauentiem when 
they were hastily recalled to Dresden. 

The occasion of thiw change of orders was a letter from the Kmg of 
Wurtemberg, mtimating to the Emperor, that the King of Bavana, 
of waiting the expiration of the promised nx; weeks had 
alreadyjomed fhe Alli es and was marching forward to the Bhme to 
cut off all communicaboa with France that the King of Wurtemberg 
bimsfilf was under the necessity of yielding to carcmn stances, and 
following the example of his neighbour and that a hundred thousand 
men -would m a few days ^surround Mayence, and carry the war mto 
Franco This mtelhganco added to the newa that the Russians had 
just recmred a reinforcement of from sizy to eighty thousand men, 
under General Bemngsen, rendered it necesary for Napoleon to fall 
back towards Leipsic, there to concentrate his troops in order to give 
battle or secure the means of retreat towards the French frontier 
The AlUes, with upwards of half a million of men, were now con 
verging upon the Saxon capital, so that the Emperor was compelled 
to hasten his departure lesnng bohmd bim Davons^ m gamaon at 
Hamburg Xiemarrois, at Magdeburg Lapoype, at "Wittemherg and 
Narbonue, at Torgau. StHl, against such fearful odds, he did not 
despair of bemg able to retrieve his fortune. " All is not lost,” he 
exclaimed, whilo a battle is yet m my power and a single deosiTe 
victory may restore the Germans to their senses ” 

It was at this time when the enemy had stramed e ver y nerve to bring 
overwiielming numbers into the field, — when in their ranks were to 
be soon tribes of wandenng Baskin and Tartan, hordes unknown to 
European warfare — savages armed with bows, arrows, and javolms, 
and clothed m uncouth raiment made of shcep^kius — men brought 
from the great wall of China, to fight for “ the indopcndenco and crvl 
li xa t ion” of Europe — that Napoleon felt his forces inadequate to tho 
nccomphahmont of their object, and appealed, onco more, to tho 
Senate of tho Empire for an ext raordinary levy, to preserve Franco 
from mvanon Tho Emprcss^Kcgcnt, on the 7th of October, pro- 
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ceeded for the fiist timej in great state, to the Legislative Chambei, 
and pionounced a discourse -which had been prepared for her by 
Napoleon at head-quarteis. The Senate, unwilling to beheve that 
his good fortune had wholly deserted the Emperoi, and propitiated 
by the populaiTty of the domestic administration of the country, 
promptly, and unanimously, voted a supply of two hundred and eighty 
thousand conscnpts — a force which was raised with alacrity, sent 
towards the hontiei, and a gieat poiiion of its numbers speedily 
incorporated -with the various di-visions of the Grand Army 

On the 15th, the Empeioi, ha-vmg pie-nously given the signal foi 
retreat, reached Leipsic, wheie the coi-ps of Victor, Augereau, and 
Launston were aheady assembled The Alhes also streamed towards 
this central point, and, on the same evemng, gathered then mag- 
nificent host around the walls of the city — the centmels of the 
hostile aimies being posted, dunng the night, withm musket-shot of 
each othei 
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bATTLKf or TACHAO AITD LCIP8IO DMXBTIOK Or TBS lAJCOlO — DEATB 

or poxLATOwm — KErmKAT or thb tblmvcb — csrsAT or tbs bata 
miAX* — BETtrur or ^apoleoit to pabib. 1B13. 



Ai/AuiTOtTS as recent ovonts had been 
and infcnoT as -^ras the force at lus disposal 
Napoleon hesitated not to accept the battle 
which the enemy now seemed dosirotis to 
force upon hito. On the erening of tho 
1 5th of October he carefoUy surveyed tho 
ground on which the Alhes were ranging 
themselves and, after haring issued orders 
to his marshnls and generals for tho disposal 
of their several troops ho visited oil tho posts m person, distributed 
eagles to such regiments as hod not yet received those ensigns, and 
caused tho soldiers to swear that they would not shnnh from their daty 
in iho hour of danger “ Yonder bes tho enemy ” he exclaimed 



VACHAir. 


^^sweai that you mil die lathei than see Fiance dishonoured ” — " We 
swear'” responded the soldiers, and cries of “Vive rEmpereui'” 
resounded through the camp, starthng the astonished foe by their loud 
and long continued echoes The army of Napoleon consisted of about 
one hundred and fifty-seven thousand men, supported by six hundred 
pieces of artaHery, the Alhes mustered three hundred and fifty 
thousand men, and had with them a thousand cannon In both 
camps there seems to have been equal confidence of success 

The mght of the 15th passed in watchful sdence, undistmguished, 
except by a midmght discharge, on the part of the Alhes, of three 
death-rockets, with bnlhant trams of white hght, which ascended 
fiom the south of Leipsic, and marked the position of Prmce Schwart- 
zenburg, mth whom were now the Emperors of Austria and Russia, 
and the Kmg of Prussia These signals were presently answered 
fiom the north by four rockets, of a deep red colour, soaring over the 
positions of Bluchei and Bemadotte, and intunatmg, that on the 
moiTow the French would sustam a combmed attack fiom all pomts of 
the honzon 

Napoleon, undismayed, commenced the engagement at about nme 
o’clock on the mormng of the 16th on the southern side of Leipsic, 
where Schwartzenburg was makmg demonstrations for attackmg the 
villages of Marklecberg and Dohtz, and for effectmg the passage of 
the Pleisse The Alhes being supported m this quarter by two 
’ hundred pieces of artillery, at first obtamed some advantages , but 
on attemptmg to penetrate the French Ime, they were diiven back 
mth immense slaughter by the infantry of Pomatowski and Augeieau, 
and the cavahy of General Milhaud Six tunes m succession they 
charged, and were repulsed by their immoveable opponents Several 
attacks led by Prmce Eugene of Wmi;embeig and Generals Gorzakoff 
and Klenau, were also directed agamst the vdlages of Vachau and 
Liebeiwalkmtz, but these were defended mth such determination 
by Victor and Lauiiston that, alter the failure of repeated efforts to 
foice them, the enemy was compelled to rehie 

It was soon perceived that m every dnection the French were able 
to defend their positions, but this was not enough for the Emperor, 
the exigencies of whose situation demanded the achievement of a 
bnlhant and decisive victory, to restore the confidence of his soldiers. 
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restrain tlie hostilities of the insurgent Germans, and strike the Alhes 
•with terror Watchmg, therefore, for a moment of lassitude, when 
the enemy fatiguod ■with exertion, and discouraged hy feilare, sought 
a breathing space, the Emperor m turn became the assailant and, 
launching the columns of Macdonald and Sebastiani against the 
corps of Klenau to the left, and fwntrng Mortier, at the same moment, 
to adyance •with two dmsioiis of the Young Guard to the support 
of I>aunfton, TThile Ondmot moved forward to snstnm Victor and 
General Cunal inarched to reinforce Pomatowaki, tho hattle was 
renewed ■with tenfold fur y A hundred and fifty pieces of artillery 
under the direction, of General Drouot, protected the vinous move- 
ments in progress, wnd poured an almost incessant stream of murderons 
shot into the midst of the dense masses agamst which it was directed 
The Pnnoe of "Wurtemberg was the first to give way His troops 
unable to sustam the impetuous assault of Victor and Oudmot, fled 
m disorder and were chased as for as Goasa. Elenau s Ime ■was 
next pierced by Mortier and Launston and Macdonald and Sebastuni 
adrancmg took ■with the bayonet the village of Gosea, and a strong 
redoubt^ callod tho Swediih camp m the v e ry centre of the enemy’s 
Ime, wbich ■was thus rent asunder, and presented a tempting opening 
for the cavalry to rush in and complete the ■victory Poniatowtla, 
mcanwhfle, though, firom the nature of the gro u nd where he ■was 
posted, and the numbers opposed to him ho tras unable to advance, 
mam tamed hii ground with the utmost gallantry, and captured a body 
of horse sent acrou the Pleisse by Sch war tz enburg to attack him m 
the rear, among whom ■was the Austrian General MerfelcL 

The day was now drawmg to a doee the Alhes, havmg lost 
heart and hope, wore flying m confoaion before the TTmg of Naples, 
KoHennan, and Latour Mabourg, when tho Emperor of Kntsia, 
impelled by despair suddenly ordered all his reserves, and even 
his own Body Guard, to advance for the purpose of stemming tho 
pursuit, and affording time for ius discomfited troops to rally Tho 
Cossacks of the Guard rushed furiously forward, and with their long 
lances boro back the swordsmen of Murat, retook a number of guns 
which had just been ■wrested from their countrymen, and compelled 
tho pnmers to rem m their horses and defend themselves, while 
the fugitive AUlcs reformed m the rear Tho contest was then 
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renewed on all pomts, the exhausted tioops of the enemy bemg 
legulaily leheved by fresh coips as on a parade — so numeious were 
they, and so dispropoi donate the army agamst which they had been 
marshalled 

The battle contmued till mght-fall, victoiy from time to tune 
inclimng to the French, yet from the numerical supeiioiity of the 
AUies, producing no decisive result At sunset, three cannon-shot 
discharged at the extremity of each hne, as by pre-concert, gave 
signal for the cessation of conflict, and the hostde foices bivouacked 
in piesence of each other on nearly the same ground they had 
occupied in the mormng Had valour, mtrepidity, and skill, decided 
the fate of the day, Napoleon would have been triumphant, but, as 
he himself said, it requued thunderbolts to enable him to conquer 
, such masses. The Alhes claimed a victory at "the time, but them 
historians have smce conceded that pomt, and admitted that the 
battle was entuely mdecisive 

It was not alone at Vachau, howevei, that the contest of the 
16th laged Blucher, on the north, with treble numbeis, attacked 
Mannont, took the village of Moeckem, some piisoneis, and about 
twenty pieces of artillery, and compelled the French to quit them 
oiigmal position, and occupy new ground nearer the walls of Leipsic 
At Lmdenau, General Giulay attempted to destroy the budges over 
the Pleisse, and thus cut off the French retreat, but was defeated in 
his object by the active vigilance of General Berta. and 

The Alfred armies in the battle of Yachau, lost about twenty 
thousand men The French, independently of the prisoners taken 
by Blucher, did not lose more than two thousand five himdred 
Among the wounded was General Latom -Maubourg, who had his 
thigh cained away by a cannon ball Napoleon, at the close of the 
action, eulogised the conduct of all his ofiicers and soldiers, and 
signified his special appiobataon of the valour and mtaepidity of 
Launston and Pomatowski, by conferimg upon each of them the 
dignity of Marshal of the Empue 

Duiing the night. Count hlerfeld, who, m the battle, had rendered 
his swoid to Captam Plemeselve, of the corps of Pomatowski, was 
summoned to the Empeior’s presence This officer, at the close of 
the bnlhant campaign of Italy m 1797, had accompamed Coimt 
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Bellegarde to General Bonaparte » bead-quarter* at Leoben to solicit 
an armistice on behalf of Aoftna. From hi* own generosity to 
Francis, on that and *everal sabsequent occasions, Napoleon had 
a right to expect that any apphcation from him self would be farour 
ably hstened to He saw diat the contest for supremacy had become 
hopelesB and he wa* now willing to treat for peace on terms of 
equabty with these whom he had so often prostrated at his feet, 
the simple reservatiou which he desired being independence for 
France. Merfeld was liberated on his parole, and made the bearer 
of a request to the Allies for an armistice *^Thia u no subterfuge 
on my part,” said Napoleon, on dismiaung the General leek 

only to repose m the shadow of peace and, after having contributed 
to the glory of France my utmost wish is to •ecure her happiness I 
am wiJlmg to make great tacnftces for this end. Adieu, General when, 
on my entreaty you mention the word armistice to the two Emperor*, 
I doubt not the voice which strikes their ears will awaken the 
most impretnve recoUectiona.” The Allied Sovereigns however 
remembered only that they had been humiliated and, gathering 
now hope* from the evident perplexity of their former conqueror, 
they swore to listen to no proposal from him while a single trooper 
of hi* army remained on the German side of the Bhme they had 
pronomdy entered mto a private agreement to dethrone him in case 
their success ihould warrant sudi a stretch of power Napoleon waited 
anxiously, but in vain, for an answer to hi* overtaroa. Neither 
generosity nor courtesy ■ware thought to be due to a monarch who 
bnd nson from the ranks of the people, now that he was untblo to 
enforce his behest* ■with the swtird. 

The battle which night had mterrupted, was not renewed on the 
morning of the 17th because the floods occasioned by the groat fall* 
of nun, and tho bad rood*, had prevented the amval of Bemngsen and 
Bemadotte whose asautance the AHice conndered necessary to enable 
them to rcfumo tho contest, with a prospect of fucce**, and because 
Napoleon beheved, from tho hesitation of tho enemy, that time was 
taken to dehberato on hi* proposal* for a cessation of hostihtiea. Tho 
day however was passed on both sides in preparations for attack and 
defence. Napoleon contracted his aremt of operations, ranging hi* 
army conuderably nearer to Laptic^ on a narrower ba*o, but on firmer 
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giound, tlian tlie tioops had occupied on the 16th He directed 
eveiy movement in peison , visited all the posts , encouraged his 
soldiersj most of whom were young men, and distributed rewards to 
such as had distmguished themselves The day was thus passed m 
active duties, and mght brought no repose At a late hour, it was 
ascei tamed that the Alhes were pieparing to attack on the foUowmg 
mommg The Emperoi, theiefoie, pioceeded horn his bivouac to the 
tents of his several generals, to give orders for the coming day Ney, 
who had been posted at Eeidnitz, was awaked at midmght, and bade 



to prepare for the decisive engagement of the morrow. Bei-tiand was 
visited at Lmdenau, and others were called upon at then several 
stations, — Napoleon himself appearing to be incapable of fatigue, 
while anythmg lemamed to be done which was necessary to the 
accomplishment of the object in view 

At eight in the moiiung of the 18th, the Alhes were in motion, 
and at ten, a furious cannonade thimdeied along the hostile hnes 
The enemy’s principal efforts were dnected agamst the villages of 
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Connewitx and Probrtheida, to tho captnre of -^rlucli they teemed to I 
attach the utmost importance Four tunes they assaulted Prohstheida 
^th such fury, and m nicb nuinheis, as seemed urcsistiblB, and four 
tanet dicy were dnren back ■with munense loss by Murat Victor, 
Augoreau, and Lauruton, acting under the eye of Napoleon himselt 
At last, about tiro o’clock. General Pmh with Pnnee Augustus of 
Prussia, forced an entrance mto the place and attempted to dislodge 
its defenders. Tho Fmperor bo-vrorer placing bimsclf at the bead of 
the reserre of the Old Guard, led them to the encoimter and the 
Alhes, unable to withstand the vigour of the charge speedfly ahan 
doned the village and fled to their first position. Poniatorrski with 
his brave Poles, meanwhile maintained his ground on tho bants of 
the Pleiase, against the most fearful odds Macdonald, at dae viHago 
of Stoettenti on the left was equally succosaful m resutmg tho 
repeated assaults of an orerwhclmmg force and Ney m tho faubourg 
1 of Halle preserved his post with equal intrepidity against Bemsdntto 
I and Placher irho sought to pass the Partha, and carry confusion into 

j tho midst of Napoleon • ranks Tho French and Pohah soldier* had 

i never behaved better The youthfol Conscripts fought as bravely 
as tho Guards and prodigic* of valo'ur and cmdunince ceased to be 
regarded as such. Of Napoleon it has been said by an adr ew ry 
that ‘ throughout the wholo of this eventful day, he continued calm, 
doaded, collected, and supported his diminished squadrons m their 
vahant defence with a presence of mmd and courage as doicnruned 
as he had so often exhibited m directing the tide of onward victory 
Perhaps ” adds the same writer, “ his mflitaiy talents were more to bo 
admired, when thus contendmg at once against Fortune and over 
powermg numbers than m tho most distinguished of his nctoncs” 

I Genius lacncc, bravery and persovcranco, however were all 
rendered unavailing by the most mCunous treachery which has dis- 
graced the annals of modem time* At about three o dock when 
Demadotte was advancing against Ney the wholo of the Saxon army 
and tho cavalry of "M urtemberg talong with them a battery of forty 
guns and all their ommnmhon and equipments qmtted the important 
post which had been assigned to them m tho French line and passed 
over into the ranks of the enemy turning thcix cannon as thej did 
j so upon tho battalions with which they had so loag been blended. 
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Tills ciaven conduct liaSj until every appeal ance of piobability, been 
ascribed to tbe intrigues of Bemadotte , tvIio, it ivill be remembered, 
at die battle of Wagiam, commanded the Saxon contmgent foice, and 
bad tlien taken occasion to flatter those troops at the expense of his 
countrymen Zeschau, the Saxon Gcneial-in-cliief, unth about five 
bundled of Ins folloveis, alone lemained faithful to the flag and cause 
of lus Sovereign and of his Soveieign’s benefaetoi This dastardly 
desertion generated a new pluase, which is synonymous with assassin 
in the French language, and soldiers to the picsent day designate 
such as turn their ai*ms against then comrades as Saxonneis.” 

Ney, by this unlooked-for defection, was obhged to give way, and, 
in a few minutes, Bemadotte having crossed the Paitha took pos- 
session of Beidnitz, within half a league of Leipzic The Empeioi, 
informed of what had occmied, instantly lepaued to the spot, with a 
coi-ps of his Guard, and attackmg the muted Swedes, Russians, 
Prussians, and Saxons, drove them horn then new positions, and 
reanimated the droopmg spmts of his soldiers Agam, the battle 
was resumed on all points, with energy increased on the part of the 
French, from their detestation of the perfidy to which they had been 
subjected, and then resolution to be avenged Such mdeed was 
their fury and deternunation, that the Alhes, notwithstandmg then 
immensely superior numbers, were compelled to letue, and to content 
themselves with the use of then guns and howitzers till night-faU, 
when a discharge of three distmct cannon-shot once more announced 
the temunation of the conflict 

Napoleon, though his losses had undoubtedly been great, was still 
uncongueied, and resolved to renew the struggle on the following 
day He, accordingly, gave orders foi preparation, and retued to 
his tent, to arrange his plan of action At about seven o’clock, 
however. Generals Sorbier and Dulauloy came to inform him that 
there only remained about sixteen thousand cartridges to seiwe the 
guns, a nmnber scaicely sufficient to support a hot fiie for two horns , 
upwards of two hundred and twenty thousand charges havmg been 
expended durmg the battles of the 16th and 18th Retreat was 
thus rendered mevitable Instant orders were accoidmgly issued 
for breakmg up the camp with all possible silence and expedition, 
and retirmg upon Erfurth thiough the defiles of Lmdenau The 
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march commenced about eight o dock, soon after ■which the Emperor 
re-entered Eeipsic and fixed hu qnarters for the night at an mn 
called “ The Pmaaian Anna,” where he had an mtemew "with the 
good old Saxon Kmg, who had accompanied him from Dresden, 
and was stOl deanoiiB of adhering to his ftTlmg forttmes This 
Prmce was deeply mortified and abased ■when mformed of the 
conduct of his army but Napoleon, who knew bis fidelity, reassured 
brnt of hiB confidence and faendahip "Excellent man," said the 
exilo of St Helena, " be -was slwaya die same always such as ■when, 
m 1807, he inscribed, on a tnmnphal arch m his capital, ‘ The 

GRATEFUL FREDERICK AuoUBTDa TO NaTOLSOH*” 

The Emperor passed the night in dictating to Caulamcourt and 
Maret orders for the retreat and at day break on the 19th, went 
forth to supermtend as far as he could the movement of the troops 
The corps of Victor and Augereau defiled first across the old stone 
bridge of Lmpsic, Marmont ■was charged to defend, as long as 
possible, the fttnbourg of Halle Begmer that of Bosenlhal, and 
Key the roads from the oast. To hfacdonald and Poniatowila the 
perilous duty was assigned of protecting tho rear and guarding 
the approaches to the Elrtar from the south until Nery Begmer 
end Marmont, had passed the nver To Pomatowsla tho Emperor 
gave his orders m person- Pnnee " he said, " to you I assign the 
defence of the southern faubourg ” ** Sire ” answered the gallant 

Marshal, "I fear I hare too few soldiers left.” — "l^ell,” replied 
the Emperor "but you •will defend it with those you have.” Doubt 
it not, Siro,” returned the Prince, "wo are oH ready to dio for your 
Mqesty The fllustnoas, but unfortunate Pole sealed his fidohty 
and devotion with his life 

It was proposed to Napoloon to set firo to tho suburbs of tbo aty> 
in order to prevent the Allies from establishing thcmselrcs there, 
until the Prcnch should have passed tho bndgo and arriTcd at 
Lmdenau but from this barbarity tho Emperor a naturo revolted 
notwithstanding his being reminded, at tho moment, of tho desertion 
of tho Saxons, and mibrmod that some of the inhabitants of Loipsic 
were already firing upon tho retreatmg troops from tho mroparls 
Tho generosity cshibitcd on this and, mdeed, innumerable occasions, 
was but ill requited. 
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The enemy did not Icain till day-hicalc on tlie 19 th, that the French 
■srcie m letieat. Immediately the discovery v'as made, hoivevei, the 
columns of the Allies hastened towards Leipsic, m oidei, if possible, 
to prevent the escape of the foe. In the suburbs they encoimteied 
a stem and unexpected icsistanco Macdonald and Poniatowsla, 
regardless of the numbers witli wliicli they were conliontecl, acquitted 
themselves of tlie important duty assigned to them witli a heroism 
which could not be excelled. Charge upon charge was made upon 
die gallant few by vhom diese officers were surrounded, but every 
effort to pass or disperse them was vain. They knew that the 
pieservation of theii comindes depended upon their pei severance, 
and dieir determination to resist, till their last man had fallen or the 
Empeior was safe, was not to be shaken 

While the Alhes were thus detamed before the walls of the city, 
Napoleon had his final mteiwiew with the King of Saxony He 
expressed to the good and faithful Piince the smeere regret with 
which he was compelled to leave him m the midst of native and 
foreign enemies, and, to delay the moment of separation, he pro- 
longed the conversation till the sound of a busk cannonade befoie 
the very gates of die city shewed that every hngermg moment was 
fraught with mcreased danger. The King, alarmed, pressed the 
Empeior to mount his horse and instantly depart. You have done 
all that could be done,” he said, "and it is carrying your generosity 
too far, to nsk youi personal safety in order- to affoid us a few 
additional moments’ consolation ” Napoleon, who was deeply affected, 
stdl resisted the old man’s entreaties, but the sound of musketiy 
drew near, and the Queen and the Pnneess Augusta umted m 
implonng the Empeior to consult his own secmity Napoleon 
leluctandy yielded "I would not yet qmt you,” he said, "but 
that I perceive my presence redoubles youi alarms I will msist no 
longer Keceive my adieus. When her power shall return. Fiance 
will repay you the debt of gratitude which I have contracted ” 
Frederick Augustus then conducted his ffiend and benefactor to the 
gates of the palace, where they embraced for the last time, and 
Napoleon, springing on his hoise, and addressing a few words to 
the Kin g’s Body Guard, dischaigmg them from all ties to himself, 
and, exhortmg them to watch ovei the safety of then own Sovereign 
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and hii femily, hastened by the suburb of Bnnatadt towards Lm 
denan. 

The Trench rear guard were still defending, foot by foot, the 
approaches to Leipaic, retreating slowly and in good order before 
the Alhes, when in consequence of the heavy fire of the Saxons 
firom the ramparts, a loud outcry arose m the ranks, and the troops 
pressed together m conihaion towards the great bridge over the Ulster 
The bridge had been mmod, and Colonel Montfort had orders to 
blow it up the moment the last of the troops had passed, m order 
to retard the march of the enemy, and afford tune fer the baggage 
tram to jrtiss through, the gorge of Ijindenam Montfort, mstead of 
remaining at the station to give Ae signal, entrusted his important 
charge to the discrebon of a corporal and four mmers The cojporal, 
seeing the confusion and hearing the cannonade from the walls 
believed the Allies to be m possessum of the caty and m pursuit 
of the retmng army he therefor© gave the ngnal, the tram vras 
fired, and the bridge blown up with such a dreadfol ecqilosion that 
It awoke the Emperor who having h ad no prenouj rest for four 
or five days and nights, had just fall^ asleep at the mill of Lmdenan 
Four corps d arm^ with upwards of two hundred pieces of cannon, 
and several hundreds of baggage and other conveyances were still on 
the Lcipnc aide of the nver The moving masses could not, on the 
Tnrtflnt, be stopped , but soldiers horses, cannon, and waggons, urged 
reastlessly onward, rolled into the deep nver and for a brief space, 
the horrors of the Beresma wore renewed, A cry of terror ran from 
rank to rank enemy has broken down tho bridge.” Begnicr, 

Lountton, Macdonald, and Fomatowaki, were thus cut off from tho 
TTium body without a hope of being able to mamtain their defence 
Their troops, consequently dispersed. Macdonald leapt into tho 
stream and saved himself by swimmmg Poniatowsla, at the head 
of a small body of Polish officers and cuirasaierB, dashed mto the 
midst of the enemy’s troops, ond having cut for hnnsolf a pastogc, 
turned into some gardens in tho suburbs threw himself into tho 
riciMO, from which ho escaped with tho loss of hii horse and a 
wound in tho left arm, mounted another charger, gamed the steep 
banks of the Elitcr, and, being pursued, plunged into that nver, ond 
was seen nlivo no more Bcgnicr and I^aunston disappeared also 
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al)out the same time, and wcie believed to be lolled oi di owned 
Tlic number of French that perished at Lcipsic, or fell into the 
hands of the Allies, in consequence of tlic premature destruction of 
the bridge, has been stated at thirty thousand men, mahmg a total 
loss, since the night of the 15th of Octobei, of about eighty thousand 
soldieis m killed, woimded, prisoners, and stiagglers The enemy^ 
dming the same period, is said to have lost one hundred and fifty- 
thousand men, but this estimate is probably exaggeiated 

Marshal Pomatowski, who met an untimely death at Leipsic, was 
nephew of Stanislaus Augustus, the last King of Poland He was 
greatly beloved by his countrymen, for whose rights and freedom he 
had contended from early youth against the aggiessions of the Rus- 
sians, Prussians, and Austrians. In the struggle to which, m 1794, 
the Poles were mcited by the success of the French Revolution/'the 
Prmce fought as a volunteer against the enslavers of his native land , 
and when,' on the fall of Kosciusko, the fetters of Poland were nvetted, 
he refused the most splendid ofieis, both from (Jatherme and Paul, to 
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eater the semee of tho enemy His body was fotrad five days after 
bis death, and was bnned with great military pomp the cnomy aa 
■well a» hia comrades asaiitiiig at his obseq^mes A modest pyramid 
has aince been erected near the spot whence he made hit iktal leap 
Napoleon more than once spoke of him as the nghtfni Kmg of 
Pohmd addmg that he possessed every reqmaitG qualification &r 
that high ttaUon 

Ihe Emperors of Buasia and Anslna, the Kmg of Pmraia and 
Bensadotte met and congratalatcd each other at noon m the great 
square of Lmpsic. No mtemew was accorded to the King of 
Saxony bat an intuaotioii was conveyed to him that, for his fidelity 
to Franco he would not be peorimttod at prmnt to rcoscend his 
throne He was tuhseqnontly homed away pmoncfr to Berlin, with 
n guard of Cooadcs and did not Tcgam his freedom til] th© foD of 
Napoleon, when tho Congress gtnppod b nn of more than half hu 
domnuons, as the penalty of his obtUaate graiitodo Thus was 
exemplified the reapect of the coalesced pewen for the nghti of 
aottona and for tho umauUWo jnstico whic^ according to thmr pro 
damations they had banded to vindicato BomadoUe at Loipsic had 
the tahifacbon to be adnuttod to tho somo table and to con 

venation with the greet asserton of the doctnno of divme wght — - 
hi» plebeian ongin being forgotten, on account of the necessity of hu 
services Tho Saxon* at tho aamo tune received ftio thank* of the 
AHies for their treasonable conduct toward* their Monurch. All 
controdicbon* seemed for the tuno to have become reconciled, and all 
extreme* to Imvc met. 

hleanwhSc Napoleon with the •battered and diKagamxod remnant 
of hu ormy contmued hu march towards Erfurth where bos head 
quarter* were cstabhshed on tho 23rd and whero Cedoncl Jleratfort 
and tho corporal of tapper* provxonsly spoken of were bronght 
before ft council of war for theur shore of the diwuters at die bndge 
of Lcipfic Tho rctult of tho proceedings against these persona hat 
not transpixod, except (hat tho Colonel, whflo cndcarounng to jtwUly 
hu condnet, cdmittcd tho fact* alleged iiguaut him and perfectly 
exonerated the Emperor from a charge indostnotuly circulated then 
and »mcc thronghoat Europe that tho Emperor had given express 
orders to blow up the bridge immcdiatelv ho should ho''c cficctcd 
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lus own passage, a cucumstance, the behef of which was waiTanted by 
no act of his life, and which mahgnity alone could have condescended 
to lepeat as a piohabihty 

Fiom Eriurth, Mm at, under pietence of gomg to fetch reinfoi ce- 
ments foi the defence of the Fiench hontier, hut with the real 
intention of thencefoith disconnectmg his foitune with that of the 
Emperoi, and makmg teims foi himself with the Allies, departed for 
his own dominions Napoleon emhiaced him coidially and lepeatedly 
at parting, as though imdei a piesentunent that they weie to meet no 
more The tioops of the vaiious German contingents, which had not 
alieady deseited, were now supphed with piovisions and dismissed, 
togethei with a coi*ps of Bavarians, who, reversmg the conduct of the 
Saxons, had remamed faithful to their coloms after the defection of 
their King These soldiers, “ whom,” says De Bomnenne, the 
Emperor may he said to have adopted on the field of battle, and to 
have tramed to victoiy,” qmtted the French ranks with sorrow, 
deprecating the necessity which separated their fate jfiom that of the 
Chief who had made them lenowned On sendmg them away, 
Napoleon wrote to then King, reimndmg him that Bavaiia havmg 
disloyally, and without notice, declaied wai agamst France, the 
Bavanans might with justice have been detamed as piisoners of wai , 
but that such a step would destroy the confidence which he wished 
the tioops m his seivice to lepose m him, and he had, theiefore, 
abstamed fiom any act of retahation At the same time, the Pohsh 
tioops weie mustered, and the option offered them, either to make 
their peace with the Alhed Soveieigns, while it was yet m then 
power, or to adhere to the broken fortunes of the Emperor, and 
agam brave the chances of war The gallant soldiers thus appealed 
to, lepelled, with honest mdignation, all idea of deserting the only 
Monarch who had expressed a word of sympathy with them smce the 
destruction of then country’s mdependence, and unanimously resolved 
to lemam with him, and to share or avert Ins overthrow 

On the 25th, after a halt of two days, Napoleon resumed his march 
towards the Ehine, closely followed by the Cossack hordes of Platoff, 
Czeimcheff, and Orloff, and, at a more respectful distance, by Blu- 
cher, and numeious bodies of Austrians, Prussians, and Swedes An 
aimy of about sixty thousand Austrians and Bavarians had outstripped 
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Kifl marct, and taken post at Hazmn^ to intercept his pastage On the 
30th, Napoleon came in sight of this tbraudable bsixier and, thongh 
the Alliea had a numorons cavalry and eighty gnns irell placed and 
officiently scared, he mstantly gave orders for the attack. The French 
artiUciy irhilc being brooght mto position m the rood of Lamboi, 
narrowly escaped bmng captured by the cafalry of the enemy, which 
announded the gmu on all sides and attacked the trrdllerymen at 
thoir posts The canimracn, however armed themselves with car 
bmes and valiantly defended then pieces influenced by the example 



of their brave commander Gonoral Dronol, Tvho, sword an hand, 
directed thetr operations and tldlfally protracted tho strngglo tiU the 
amval of Gcncnd Nansonty -wath the cavalry of tho Guard who in 
turn compelled tho Bavarians to assume the defensive. Poatcssion of 
tho wood, nmcTthcIcss was still contested tree by tree, until IS 
sent two battalions of tho Guard to support tho French tirailleurs at 
sight of whom the Bavnnana fled, and took up a new pcaition behind 




RETURN TO FRANCE 

the small river Kintzig, which was lender ed impassable for pursuit 
by a millei, who opened the flood-gates of his null immediately his 
countrymen had passed The French bivouacked that mght before 
the town of Hanau, and, in the mormng of the 31st, while Napoleon 
pushed forward towards Frankfort, Marmont stormed the Austio- 
Bavaiians’ position, utterly routed the enemy, and captured several 
standards and guns, and upwards of four thousand prisoners The 
enemy m this combat, besides prisoners, lost more than ten thousand 
men m killed and wounded * the French about half that number 
The Bavarian General Wiede was dangerously wounded durmg the 
engagement, and his son-m-law, the Pimce of Oettmgen, was killed, 
four other of the enemy’s generals were left upon the field among the 
dead and dying. Two squadions of the French Guard of Honour 
especially distmguished themselves by their gallantly upon this 
occasion, and their conduct ehcited the pubhc approbation of the 
Emperor The services of the German miller, whose sagacity had _ 
prompted him to let the water into his mill-stieam at a moment 
when the whole Bavarian army was endangeied, were so highly 
appreciated, that the King of Bavana subsequently bestowed on him 
a considerable pension. 

*On the 1st of November, the Emperor reached Fiankfort, whence 
he wrote to Maria-Louisa, informing her of recent events, and sendmg 
to her twenty fiags, the dearly purchased trophies of Vachau, Leipsic, 
and Hanau On the 2nd, at five m the mommg, he le-entered 
Mayence, where he remamed for three days, reorganizing his army 
and issumg ordeis for defendmg the passage of the Bhme, upon the 
lin e of which the Alhes were rapidly advancmg On the 4th, at eight 
o’clock at night, he departed for Pans , and, at five iii the afternoon 
of the 5th, le-entered the palace of ^t Cloud The Empress, when 
informed of his arrival, was m the apartment of the Kmg of Pome 
From a knowledge of the conduct of her father, it is said, that she 
had dreaded hei husband’s retmn She hastened, however, to throw 
herself mto his aims, with a countenance bathed in tears, and a voice 
inarticulate from emotion Napoleon pressed, her to his bosom, 
sootlied her with endearing words, and anxiously enquired after their 
son, who was soon brought to him, to complete a picture of the deepest 
interest Of the httle group now gathered, the Emperor alone was 
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■ 111 sri:d on all sides, the gigantic cnipuc 

of Napoleon Mas noM’’ seen to he on tlie 
\crgc of dissolution As, in 1792, the 
leiritory of Fiance ivas menaced "with 
invasion All Euiope had combined to 
ovenvhelm the great Revolution and its 
piiuciplcs, and tlie stai of him mRo had 
so long tinned Uie tide of v^ai horn the 
menaced land to the soil of the aggiessois, 
was rapidly and insibly declming The Paiisian stocks, ‘^the thei- 
mometer of pubhc opinion,” fell piogressively aftei every hesh 
disastei in Germany , and when the news of Leipsic ainved, and 
it was Icnown that the Alhes weie appioaching the Rhme, they sunk 
so alarmingly, that it was found necessary to lesoit to false official 
statements of then pi ice, in order to pi event an univeisal panic 
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DEFECTION OF MDEAT 

In Spam, the Tictory ottamed Lord Wellington over Iklanlinl 
Jonrdan, at Vittona, liad destroyed tho eutlionty of Kmg Joecpli 
and the English, after taking the fortresses of St. Sebastian and Pom 
plona, had passed the Bidassoa, and encamped ■within the frontiers of 
anaent Prance, gradnally pressing onward, and compelling Sonlt to 
retreat before them. In Italy affairs wore httle hotter Immediately 
after Austria had sent m her declaration of adherence to the Alhes 
General Hiller •was despatched "with a force of about sixty thousand 
men, through the Tyrol, against Pnnee Engeno m order to recover 
possession of the Lombard and Venetian States, constituting the kmg 
dom of Italy Bavana speeddy united a body of troops to those of 
Austria, and Murat, at the came trmo entered mto negociations ■with 
the Alhr^ engaging to jom the confederacy against his brother m law- 
end patron, on condition of havmg the crown of Naples assured to 
him and his descendants. In this perplexing situahon, Engene, who, 
with skin worthy of a pupil of Napoleon though his army did not 
number more than forty five thonsand men, had cffcctnally protected 
the Italian ftonber firom A-ostna single-handed was compelled to 
change all hia plans and arrangements His lather m law, the King 
of Bavana, threatened to attack hnn on the flank and Murat his old 
comrade m the rear The Neapolitan army had already seixcd Romo 
and Ancona, and was on its march for Upper Italy An English 
naval force had taken Tneste The Dlynani the Tyrolese and the 
inhabitants of the Papal legations, were nimg m revolt, and the 
Lombards, dreading a r e n ew a l of the horrors of the Russian cam 
paign m which they had suffered so severely began to halt between 
two opinions whether it -would bo most prudent to make terms -with 
their former masters, or abide tho issue of theur liberator s struggle 
Tho Viceroy mcanwbilo commenced a senes of retrograde move 
ments falling back first upon tho Imo of tho Tnghamento, sabfo- 
qucntly on that of the Adigo, and finally on tho hlinao -whero he 
cantoned his troops, and -waited to act os arcumftances uugkt 
require 

Tho treachery of Murat requires littlo comment. On quitting 
Napoleon ho had manifested tho utmost seal and interest for his 
wolfaro and after reaching his own kingdom ho continned to make 
professions of fidelity and ottachiucnt, nncl to draw from the Tmpenal 
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treasury money to procure militai}’’ stoics and tlic equipments of an 
army This, even De Bouriicnnc, forgetful that his oavu jierfidy m 
acting as a spy for the Allies, icsembled that of the peison he con- 
denmed, lias characterised as unmanly and ciiminal conduct.” 
Napoleon, Avhen first informed of Murat’s descilion, lefused to credit 
the lepoit It cannot be,” he exclaimed Mmat, to ndiom I 
gave my sistci — to whom I have giicn a crown' Eugene must be 
dcccn'cd. It is impossible that IMurat should have declared against 
me ' ” At the moment when these doubts weic expressed, however, 
Jlurat was advancing AVith all speed to assist the Austrians in ex- 
pelhng the French fiom Italy 

It had been tlic Emperor’s object for Eugene and IMurat to unite 
their forces, and, marcliing tluough tlie Tyiol and Cannthia upon 
Vienna, to opciate upon the lear of the Allies, and to attack the 
Austnan capital, while Napoleon opposed the invadeis m fiont This 
pioject, so worthy of the daring spuit by which it was conceived, was 
fiusti'ated almost before it was expiessed, and Eugene was rendeied 
utterly poweiless. It is due to the French officeis and soldieis who 
had been retamed m the Neapohtan aimy, to add, that as soon as the 
mtentions of the King were knomi they, with one accoid, renounced 
his semce. Thcie can be no association,” it was said pubhely 
amongst them, ‘‘ between Fiencliracn who love tlieir countiy and 
traitors ” Mmat, in vain, endeavoured to peisuade them that he 
acted not from choice, but on compulsion, being threatened on the 
one hand by Lord Wilham Bentmck, with a descent of the Enghsh 
and Sicihans, and on the other, with an mvasion fiom Austria But 
good faith and patiiotism had not yet become entuely obsolete among 
the soldiers of Napoleon. The loyal devotion of Eugene was above 
all praise It was insmuated, that the iron crown, with a dominion 
httle less m extent than the kingdom of Italy, might be tiansferred to 
him if he would consent to beai arms agamst his second parent 
Flattery and threats were alternately resorted to, to shake his reso- 
lution to the contiary The Prmce lephed to them with becommg 
digmty A proclamation addressed to the troops, concermng the 
defection of Murat, contains the following passage — “ Soldiers 1 My 
motto IS ^ Honour and Fidehty ’ let this also be your device With 
this m our hearts and God for our aid, we shall yet triumph over all 
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our enemiea ” Eugene contanued to nmintam Iub ground tUl officially 
informed ttat tlie Emperor kad abdicated. 

Wbile these event* T7ere paasmg m the South, the Confederation of 
the Rhine crumbled away Hanover, immediately Napoleon had 
crossed the Rhine, was occupied by the Alhes, in tho name of the 
King of England. The Electoral Pnnce of Hesse at the same tune, 
took possession of his hereditary state and tho braggart Huke of 
Brunswick was reinstated m his pnncipahty The Pnnces who had 
previonsly hesitated to declare for the Coahtion, warned by the fete 
of the King of Saxony now hastened to tender theor submission to the 
Alhes, and were all admitted to pardon, on condition of contributing 
to the cause of the alliance a year s revenue of their respective tern 
tones and a contingent of troops, double m number to that formerly 
famished to Napoleon This was a striking commentary on what had 
been called * The Liberatiou of Germany ** 

The French gamsons which had been left m the rear were stifl 
numerous and could the troops composing them have been combined 
for a general movement they might have operated eflectuaHy not 
only to check the advance of the Alhes but to have placed them m 
an extremely critical situation as to their safety Dresden contained 
an army corps of thirty five thousand men, under St. Cyr Hamburg 
was well defended by Davoust Magdeburg by Lcmarroi* and 
DantKo by Rapp Wittemberg, Torgau, Stettin, Custan, Modim 
Zamosk, and Glogau were also filled with troops making a total, 
chiefly of veterans of the empire, of one hundred and seventy seven 
thousand soldiers of whose services France wos thus deprived at the 
moment of her utmost need. Napoleon before qmttmg Leipoc, had 
issned orders for St Cyr to evacuate Dresden, descend the Elbe, raise 
tho blockades of Torgan, Wittemberg, Magdeburg and Hamburg 
and having assembled all tho troops engaged m mamtauung those 
fortresses, to force a passago to Franco through the enemy’s ranks, or 
to moncDUTre in tho rear, and cut off rcmforccmcnts and supphos, so 
a* to compel the Allies to retrograde for tho preservation of their own 
dommions These orders never reached thar destination tho mes- 
senger entrusted with them being taken prisoner and St. Cyr, 
bcliormg that he was abandoned to his own slender resources agreed, 
on the 11th of November, to capitnlato on tho assurance of a free 
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passage for liimsclf aud lus tiooj>Sj -svitli tlieii aims and baggage, to 
France These conditions were signed, on the pait of the Alhes, by 
Count Klenau and General Tolstoy , but no sooner had St Cyr 
quitted the city than he was infonncd that the terms of the capitu- 
lation having been too favouiable to him would not be observed 
The Marshal refusing to allow of any modification was suiiounded, 
his soldiers disarmed and deprived of tlicu baggage, and the whole 
corps were marched, as prisoners of war, mto Bohemia With 
reference to tliis proceeding, ^Ir Hazhtt has pertinently remarked, 
that “ tlie dificrence of biitli m the contiactmg parties was doubtless 
understood to cancel the obhgations of justice oi honom on the one 
side, a boasted goodness of cause malong up foi barefaced want of 
good faith.” 

The fall of Stettin soon followed that of Dresden, and was suc- 
ceeded by the capitulation of Dantzac — when the Alhed Sovereigns 
agam refused to abide by the conditions of sun endei , but sent the 
gaiTison, hke condemned felons, into the wilds of Russia, where they 
aie said to have expenenced tire most brutal treatment fiom their 
captors Torgau, Zamosk, and Modhn subsequently surrendered; 
and, at the end of 1813, Hamburg, Wittembeig, Magdeburg, Custnn, 
and Glogau, of all the French conquests m Germany, alone lemamed 
in the hands of the Empeior. These fortresses, however, were now 
of little importance to Napoleon, except that they detained from the 
vicmity of France a strong body of Alhed tioops, who were necessarily 
engaged in blockading them. 

A general insurrection in Holland followed immediately upon the 
evacuation of Germany by the Grand Army of France The Dutch, 
more perhaps than any other nation, had suffered by the maintenance 
of the Contmental System , and smce the abdication of King Louis, 
who had been a favourite with them, and whose loss they had con- 
stantly deplored, they had regarded the Emperor rather as the enemy 
of then commercial prosperity than as a paternal Sovereign. It y^as 
natural for them, therefore, to hail the approach of the Allies as the 
advent of theu hberation, and to use every means to secure the fulfil- 
ment of theu hopes 'Among them, as with the Germans,mumerous 
secret societies had for some tune been formed, embiacmg disaf- 
fected citizens of all classes ; who, without committing any overt act. 
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mdustnoTiBly prepared the population to avail themaelvea of the fint 
opportunity which ihonld anse to atrike off the heavy yoke with 
which they were burdened. Hence when the news reached them 
of the retreat from Leipccj the anaent national flag waa at once 
hoisted at Amsterdam and the Hagoe, amid loud and enthusiastic 
cnei of “ Orange boven ” (up widi the Orange) and the French 
governors of cities and pronncea, being unsupported by troops, were 
speedily compelled to quit the country with the exception of Bergen 
op Zoom, and a few other place* of less importance where there were 
gamsons. Bloodshed m thm revolution must have been gratuitoui 
and the Hutch, a shrewd and reflective people wisely abstained fimn 
exceiscs — the few outrages that occurred hemg the work of the lower 
orders m whose excuse it may be urged, that they had been gnevous 
snfferen from the destruction of their country s trade Strong bodies 
of Eussians and Prussians, xmder Geneffala WintrcDgexodo and Bulow, 
and an Fnglish force under General Sir Thomas Graham, immediately 
took possecnan of Holland, in the name of the emigrant Stadtholder, 
the Pnnce of Orange who in the coarse of the month of November 
amved fr^im England to tarume the direction of affah's, and render 
what assistance ho was able to the Alhes Thns the Umted Pronncee, 
from bemg a serious obstacle to the mvanon of France, became the 
instrument by which that invasion was chiefly fecihtated. 

Meanwhile the Alhes advanced rapidly towards the Ehme — the 
goal, according to their previoui declaiahons, of their desire* — the 
landmark they were willing to accord to him^ before whose geniui 
they had so often crouched, and whose ambition and love of glory 
they had so fatally flattered- Upon the right bank of this nver, which 
the Germans hailed with a superstitious venerahou, similar to that with 
which an Egyptian would have greeted the Nflo, or a Hindoo the 
Ganges, the triumphant hlonarohs hal^ for a tune to recruit their 
armies, and to ascertam the temper of the people into whose temtory 
they were once anore about to carry the war, which had been so long 
denounced ogaiuit the country of the Eevolutiou- The Hbcration of 
Germany was complete j Napoleon ■ wars for conquest had tcmii 
nated ; ho was now to fight for personal freedom, and for the 
iadcpendcnco of France 

In order to put a colouring upon their future proceedings, the 


DECLARATION OF FRANKFORT. 

Allies, on amving at Fiankfoit, publisHed a Declaiation, expiessing 
tlicir deternunation not to separate until a general peace had been 
established , renouncing all negociahon or armistice -which should not 
have such peace for its object, and scttmg forth, as the teims they 
■were -willing to accede to, that Piaucc should lehnqmsh all her 
conquests, and rctieat -Niithin the boundaiies of the Bhme, the Alps, 
and the Pyrenees Tliesc -were conditions -which Napoleon had 
already accepted at Prague, and -vi'hich -weie no soonei communicated 
to him than he again avoivcd his readiness to treat upon those bases 
Commumcatioiis -were accordingly opened, and hlauheim -was named 
for the assembhng of a gcneial Congiess. The sincenty of the Alhes 
■was iio-w tested. England had expressed her readiness to make gieat 
sacrifices to obtain peace : this was explained by Lord Castleieagh to 
have reference merely to the Fiench colonies captiued durmg the 
war, and the hberty of commerce and na-vigation, which was to be 
granted, was defined by the same agent to be — as much as France 
had a right to expect The pendmg negociations, too, it was then 
stated, would not be allowed to mterrupt the war Su "Walter Scott 
has supphed a solution to tlicse iiddles. " It was imdei stood,” he 
says, “ that Moreau’s engagement [many months before] -with the 
Russian hlonarch had been founded upon an expiess assurance, on 
the part of Alcxandei, that tlie Bourbons weic to be restored to the 
^cro-wn of France . Hence, as Napoleon’s misfortunes accumulated, the 
Uegojciations between him and the Allies came to lesemble the bargam 
dri-fen -with the King of Rome, accordmg to ancient history, foi the 
books of the Sybils The jince of peace, hke that of those mysterious 
volumes, was raised against him upon every renewal of the con- 
ferences ” The war had in fact become a struggle for the dethrone- 
ment of the Empeioi, and the effectual suppression of those prmciples 
to which the gieat Revolution had given birth, not in France alone, 
but throughout Europe ; and which weie daily bemg extended by 
means of the laws, the mstitutions, and the soldiers of the “ Great 
Nation ” 

The Empeior, however, was not yet subdued He desired peace; 
but was not disposed to purchase it by the sacrifice of his honour 
and the mtegnty of France Italy, Spain, Holland, Portugal, he 
unhesitatingly consented to sunender, but, although the Alhes had 


403 



XXBB.TIOSB OB WAPOLEOB 


mot them decisred thear mltenor intcntioms, he kmcw that they -were 
omxiomB to pmuBh ai Tf ell as to hmjnhlo hiim He loet mo tume, thereforcj 
in prepsnD^ for th© decasiVB conflict ahomt to emsUD« Om the Ifidi 
of Norembcr, he demxamded from the Senate a merw levy of three 
hnmdred thomsamd comsenpti, “ m order to place Franco im a con 
ftihft-n to mcgociate, mot anbmit to, a peace ” The pnhhc taxes ■were 
at the eame tune greatly amgmemted and Napoleon, firom hia own 
pnrate cofiers m the Tmilenes, drew forth thirty Tmlhons of franc* 
to pronde for the emergency m which the countrY was placed 
Canlainconrt was placed at the head of the Foreign department, 
Dam was appomted Minister of Wax, Begmier President of the 
liCgislatire corps, and Marct Homo Secretary Notwithstanding tho 
aBoged exhanstian of (he country, resonrees arose as by creation — 
the Emperor directing if not pexformmg, alL Though age,” says 
De Boumenne, " might have been supposed to have deprived him 
of soma of his actmty , yet, m that cnaiB, I hehdd him as m his most 
vigoroxis youth agtun, he developed that femd mind, which as 
m his early conquests anniHLated tone and space, and seemed omni 
present In its energies,’ Engmeew were despatched to the north, to 
restoTO the frnttflesUons which had marlcod the houndane* of ascaent 
France to raise now redoubts on the heights to fortify the defiles 
and to make preparations for destroying the bridges. The cavalry 
depots, the cannon foundries, the forges, tho powder mannfactonos 
were in full activity , and Franco once more assumed tie appearance 
of a Tnst srienaL Councils of wax, of finance, and of admimstrution, 
succeeded each other almost hourly during tho day the morning was 
devoted to reviews and the inspection of mflitary stores, and grtat 
part of the night was spent in dictating orders, reading reports, and 
digettmg plans of defence. 

Had tho exertions of the French people been commensurate with 
those of the Emperor tho war might perhaps bare been dnvon bock ; 
but a spirit of discontent had been engendered hy the reverse* of tho 
army, and faction had begun to rear its long concealed head and to 
mdulgc m loud and bitter clamours The barhorous Eussiana when 
their country was mvaded, and their Monarch had demanded lacn 
hccf answered nobly ‘Ash all, wo giro all accept alL” The 
French at least those who had tho best opportunity of making their 
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voices licaid, demanded, on the contiary, peace and repose on any 
condiUons not invohang thcii absolute extinction Well might 
Napoleon exclaim, ivhcn cautioned by the Council of State against 
publicly announcing the invasion of the fiontier : — A^Hieiefore 
should not the truth be told^ Wclhngton has entered the south, 
tlie Russians menace tlie nortli; and the Austrians, Prussians, and 
Bavarians arc on the cast Sliamc! Wellington is in France, and 
ye have not nsen in mass to drive liim back. . There must be an 
impulse given — all must march* it is foi you, counciUois, the fathers 
of famihes, the heads of the nation, to set the example. People speak 
of peace — there is no other cry around — ’when all should echo to the 
call of vrar.” 

Among the busiest of tlie intnguers who sought to paialy 2 e the 
exertions of tlie Empeior, and profit by the straits to which the 
nation was reduced, was that mveterate remnant of old Royalists, 
whom Napoleon had pennitted to letum to Fiance, and in most 
instances lestored to the full enjoyment of their estates, or equiva- 
lent pensions Horn the Impenal treasury By this party, a conspuacy 
is said to have been organized as early as March, 1813, the most 
distinguished members of which were the Dukes of Duras, Tremouille, 
and Fitzjames ; the Marquis de Riviere ; Count Suzaunet ; the Mes- 
sieurs de Pohgnac, — who, with De Rmere, having been condemned 
to death, as accomplices in the assassination meditated by Pichegru 
and Georges Cadoudal, had been mdebted to the clemency of the 
Emperor for then hves, — and Audrien de Montmorency, Fen and, 
de la Rochefoucault, and La Rochejacquehn. These, aided by several 
persons m the pubhc service, actively fomented the spmt of gloomy 
apprehension which had arisen, opened communications with the 
Alhes, whom they informed of every transaction in Pans, and of 
every rumour firom the Tuilenes , distnbuted aims and ammunition 
among their adherents ; extoEed the justice and wisdom, and excited 
compassion for the misfortunes, of the Bouibons , and prepared 
everything for a speedy explosion. The pnests, m many distncts, 
expectmg that a restoration would put them again m possession of 
the large revenues of which they had been deprived by the Revo- 
lution, jomed the Conspirators, and sanctified their objects by the 
forms of rehgion In some mstances, indeed, not content to trust 
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to their fpiiitual aims, they atstuned more tangible weapons, and 
prepared to hecome partiBan leadcra, m the event of an ing nr roction 
The iDnke d Angcmlfcme, invited by these realoufl fiiendi to shew 
himself in France sailed without delay to 30m the army of "Wellingtom 
The CJount d Artois departed for Holland, and proceeded thence to 
the head-quarters of the Austrian*, who were advancing upon Switaer 
land and the HuLe de Bern went to Jersey, with the intention of 
pnttmg himself at the head of the inmrgentB of BnUny , hut hero 
his courage faded him, and he lemomed, regardles* of the presamg 
mvitationi of his adherents, to watch the progresa of events 

At the same penod, TaUeyrand put himself in communication hoth 
with the Bourhons and the Alhea, anuous to maie the best terms ho 
could for himself, and, it is said, to secure from any new government 
to bo imposed on France the benefits of a free constitntion This 
wfly diplomatist, m antiapation of the fall of the Empire joined 
cs^erly m the demand for peace, consaous that this course would 
best serve him with his new confederate* In the Conneii of State, 
he xmifbtmly maintained that the Emperor deceived himself as to the 
capaaty for energctio exertion of the nation that the people would 
no longer respond to appeals made to thor patriotism and that no 
sacrifice was too great to appease the Alhes, and place the tottering 
throne of the Empire on a sound basis TaDoyrand, thcxcdbie, advised 
submission, and tooh care that the tenor of his connsel should bo 
cxtcnnvoly known in the salons of the capital, where his reputation 
for sagaaty and deep political knowledge was certain to grve it 
weight, and to produce the effect he desired 

The Legislative bodies had boon convoked to meet on the 2nd of 
December but in hopes that the Congress would m the mcantimo 
he opened at hlnnhcim, and that somothing definitive might then bo 
laid before the Chamber* the nttmg had been prorogued to the 19th. 
On the 20th Hapolcon communicated to the Ixjgislative Assembly 
and to the Senate all the correspondence which had taken place 
rclativo to the nogocintiona entered upon with the Alhes, both pre- 
viously and subsequent to the bottle of Leipnc. The olgect of this 
proceeding was undoubtedly not only to prove that nothing bad been 
omitted on the part of the Emperor to procure on honourable peace, 
but to arouse the ssholo country to an indignant sense of the degru 
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dation sought to be inflicted iixion it by tbe enemy. The Chambers 
named each a comimttee of five membeis to exanune the documents, 
and lepoit upon then contents and puipoit. Fontanes •was appomted 
Xiresident of the Senatoiial Comnussion, and M Lam4, a Deputy of 
the Gnonde, piesided ovei the Legislative Committee. The report 
to the Senate ■was favoiuable to the vie'a's of the Empeioi It con- 
demned the conduct and arraigned the sincerity of the Alhes, -who, 
m then recent proclamations, had thought fit to appeal to the people 
of Fiance against then Sovereign, and to assert, tliat the 'war "was 
not agamst tire nation, but the Emperor “ Agamst •whom,’* sard 
Fontanes, in concluding Ins address, is that attack duected? 
Against tire great man, -who has merited the giatitude of all kings, 
for ho it was vho, m re-estabhshing the thione of Fiance, extm- 
guished the volcano "witli •which they •were all menaced ” 

“ This language,” says M Lament, “ by alludmg to the impru- 
dence and ingratitude of kmgs, placed m the strongest rehef precisely 
that -winch, undei the cncumstances, the Empeioi had most need 
to efTace fiom the memory of the people. It -was through the 
ommpoteuce of disciphned demociacy, and the n resistible might of 
revolutionary movement, that Napoleon had acquned his supremacy ) 
that he had so often triumphed ovei the enemies of Fiance, and been 
so long deemed in-^uncible To invest him ■with importance as the 
restorer of ancient institutions and the hberator of Old Em ope, -was to 
strip him of his ongmal chaiactei, his popular natuie, the tahsman 
■which had enabled Inm to -work the miracles by which his life had 
been distinguished It was the spnit of the age alone which brought 
victory to the standard of the Fiench Eevolution The plebeian 
Hercules, who, durmg so many years, had bowed beneath his 
powerful hand the gemus of the past, ha-nng dechned mto a pro- 
tectoi of royalty and aristocracy, it was un-wise of his flattereis to 
recall and to fehcitate him upon that de-viation from eaily principle. 

It was mcontestible, mdeed, that Napoleon had sought to identify 
himself 'With the ancient order of thmgs Without that fatal pre- 
tension, the unconquerable power which belonged to the new order 
would not have abandoned him ; fortune would have been more 
constant, treason less active, and he would not have astonished the 
world m the foUowmg campaign by the number of his tnumphs, aud 
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at the same tune the rapidity of hia falL* "Without attempting to 
encu*e Napoleon for the part ho had taken aa the champion of 
monarchy in Germany in Poland, and m Russia, it may be fair ly 
argued that the French were not entitled to the benefit of this after 
plea for their supmeneas as at the tune that their country Tras 
invaded, at the cloae of 1813, they had to apprehend the renewal of 
a despoUctt which had no redeeming pomis, m hen of a rule which, 
though iometunea from necessity atem, had always for its object the 
wel&re and glory of France It should also never be forgotten, that 
the foes of freedom — the coalesced Soverogna who had threatened 
the French Repnbhcans with extermination, the same powers that 
had cart lota for and denationalixed Poland, and enslaved her people 
—had already poured their hordes upon ‘ the sacred soiL” 

The Legislative body, being composed of Deputies chosen from the 
people at large, represented a greater diversity of opinion than the 
Senate and was lees disposed to second the Emperor m his exeTbons 
to repel foreign aggresmonu The recent conscriptions had borne 
heavily upon all classes the increase of taxation was felt as a dram 
upon the resources of aH The miseries and prostration of 1792 were 
forgotten and it was in vein that Begnanlt St, Jean d Angely 
remmded the Legislators that, at that penod, when the coimtry was 
more nupovenahed and less powcrftil than at present, her levies en 
matu had delivered Champagno, and hurled back Ihe torrent of war 
to foreign lands that, in the year VJJ , the battles of Zurich had 
stayed a new mvaiion of all Europe and, m the year VilL, the 
battle of Marengo bad saved the nation, Tbo Committee of the 
Assembly chose that moment to msmuate that the prolongation of 
the war was solely attributable to the Emperor whoso ideas of 
aggrandizement and domination were tho sole obstacles to a general 
ptafleation and that domestic absolutism bad superseded the reign 
of tho laws The report contained among others the following 
passages — * All the belhgerent powers have openly declared their 
wish for peace, agreeing in that respect with the universal desire of 
Franco As gnarantees of tho Emperor^s intentions, we havo 
adversity tho real counsellor of kings, tho loudly o:q»rc8scd wishes of 
the people, and even tho mtercsts of the crown. In order to 
■prtrvent the coalesced powers from accusing Franco and the Emperor 
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of any Ansli to maintain a too extensive tciiitoiy, of V'hicli they seem 
to fear tlic prepondciance, -would it not cxliibit leal greatness to 
undecehe them by a foimal declaiation ? Tins would fix tlie atten- 
tion of the powers •\iliicli do homage to Fiencli ^alourj since it is 
not enough to satisfy the people themselves, and to place them in a 
state of defence. According to the laws, it is foi the Govcinincnt to 
propose tlie measures which may be considered most piompt and safe 
for repelling the enemy, and establishing peace on a solid basis 
Tlicsc mcasuics must be cfTcctual, if the French people be persuaded 
that tlie Goieniment aspires only to tlic glory of lestoimg peace, 
they will be eficctual if the French people be cominced that their 
blood -nmII be shed only in defence of their counby and the laws 
which protect them • but tlic consolatory woids, peace and hope, 
would resound in vain, if institutions to promote the blessings of 
both be not guaiantecd. It appears iiKhspcnsablc, thciefoie, that 
wlnle tlic Goa eminent shall propose the piomptest measmes foi the 
safefy of the State, his Majesty shall be entreated to mamtam the full 
and constant execution of the laws Ai'hich guarantee to the French 
people Uie rights of hberty, safety, and piopeity, and to the nation 
the fiee exercise of its pohtical rights ” 

Tills Report, v hich was read to the Chamber, on the 28th of Decem- 
ber, by M. Laind, was oideicd, by a vote of foui-fifdis of die assembly, 
to be xirmted for distnbubon Napoleon, liowei’^ci, was no sooner 
infonned of its purport, than, percei-nng die miscluef which could 
not fail to result fiom its promulgabon, he duected the pubheabon 
to be suspended, and caused the jiroofs to be seized at die prmbng- 
ofiice On the 30th, the Empeioi thus expressed hrs sentiments on 
the subject to the Councifof State — "You are aware, Gendemen, 
of the situabon of afians and the dangers to which the countiy is 
exposed Without any obhgabon to do so, I thought it right to 
consult the Depubes of the Legislabve body, m order by that means to 
awaken them to a consider abon of their best mteiestS They have con- 
verted this act of my confidence mto a weapon agamst me — that is to 
say, against the country Instead of assisbng me -with all then efforts, 
they seek to obsbuct imne We should assume an atbtude to check 
the advance of the enemy their conduct invites him Instead of - 
she-wmg bun a fiont of brass, they unveil to him our wounds They 
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Btnn me •with their clamcrars for peace -while the only means to have 
obtained it -was to recoanmend war they complain of me and apeat 
of their gnevance* bnt -what tone, what place, do they select for that 
pnrpose. These -were sahjects to have been discussed m private and 
not in the presence of the enemy Was I inaccessible to them T Ihd I 
ever shew myself averse to rational argument ? — It u time however, 
to come to a resolntioh. The liCgislative body, instead of atsistmg to 
save France, has concorred to accelerate her rmn. It has betrayed 
its doty — I fulfil mme I dissolve it,” 

A decree •was then read, proroguing the Assembly until fresh 
elections should have taken place. * Snch,” resumed the Emperor 
when it was ended, * is the conclusion at which I have arrived and 
if I were assured that it would brmg the people of Pans in a crowd 
to the Tuilenes to murder me this day I would idD do my duty 
My detenninatum is perfectly legal and if every one hero will act 
•worthily I shall yet be mvmdble as -well before the enemy os behmd 
the shelter of the law 

The doors of the LeguUtive diamber -were henceforth shut agamst 
the members notwithstandmg which, however a deputation from their 
body attended at Court, on the let of Jannaiy to offer ill-omened feha 
tations on the new year At sight of the persons compoong it, Napo- 
leon was unable to restram bis indignnticjiu I have suppressed the 
pubhcation of your address ” he eaclaimed, “ becanio it u seditious. 
Eleven twelfths of the members of the Legislative body are good 
atuens I know and regard thorn bnt the other twelfth consists of 
factious intriguers, and your committee is of that number M. Ltun^ 
18 a traitor, -who correspouds with the Pnnee Ecgeut, through the 
medium of De SSxo the rest are agitators, like the Yergmaux and 
Goudets, who perished on the scaffold. You have sought m your 
address to separate the Sovereign from the nation. I alone, whom 
four millions of atixens elected Emperor am the reprcsentatire of 
the people "Which of you could sustain the burden bomo mo 7 
I was not nurtured among longs 1 am not a tbmg belonging to the 
throne, — which itself is but a piece of gilded wood, covered with 
velvet if Franco desires a constitutiou which would bring bock 
onwchy, let ber seek another Sovereign. To satisfy you, I am 
retjuircd to yield more than the enemy demands In three months 
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you slaall have peace or I shall have perished It is against me that 
the fury of the enemy is directed more than against France, but aie 
we, theiefoie, to dismembei the State? Have I not saciaficed my 
piide and my dignity to obtain peace ? Yes — but I am still pioud, 
because I have courage, and because I have done gieat thmgs foi 
Fiance Youi address is unworthy of me and of the Legislative 
body, its object was to humihate me — to cover me with dut; but 
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thoTigli my life may be taken, I iriH not bo diabononred. Eetnm to 
ycrar borne* I Tnll pnbbflb your report in tbo Momtour witb note* 
fonuabed by myselt Even if I had done wrong you ought not to 
bare reproacbod mo thus publicly People waab their dirty linen m 
pnvate To conclude, — France boa more need of mo then I of 
France,” 

This soYcre reproof boa been muob enUoaed both by French and 
Engbab wntera and, bowerer well monted, it wa*, perbapa, im 
pobtic for, although the LegialaUve body bnd undoubtedly done 
great evil by ita inodioua attack on the Emperor, at a moment when 
onliro union and confidence between him and tbo nation waa most 
necessary to rescue tbo country from the bands of forognera, yet 
Isapolcon considerably beagbtoned the miachicf by giving currency 
to the oppoailion of the Doputiea, and conferring importance upon 
their charges, through the -nolenco of the reprobation with which ho 
repelled them IVTule the whole nation wa* deemed to be muted 
under its chie^ the Alhe* had heaatated to make extravagant demands 
as tho pnee of peace As ioon as dissension was understood to hare 
anacn among tho great bodiea of the State, and tho country had thui 
been rendered more vulncrablo, the pretensions of the enemy vrero 
augmented, and tho national independence pTo p orttonally endangered. 
It had been, indeed, the •pcaal aim of tbo conledcnited Monorchs to 
create division between tho Emperor and the French people, and 
hence their declaration that they warred agmnst tho Sovereign a* an 
mdindual and not againft tho nation. It must huTo afforded them 
the highert satisfaction to leam from their agents that Napoleon 
hunsclf had recognised tho aostonco of the fatal distinction which 
they aimed at effecting — by declaring that France, with which he 
had always hitherto been identified, bad more need of him than bo 
of her Tho occasion also could not fiiil to bo turned to great 
advantage by tbc fdctioni which already agitated tho intcnor 

It 13 plctuant to bo able to tarn from such an ungracioiis subject to 
one of genome patriotism and dumtoreated tcoL Tho talontod and 
virtuous Carnot consistently with his stem ropubbeamstn, bad opposed 
the elevation of Napoleon, both as Consul for life and Emperor, and 
Iwd retired into voluntary cxilo rather than sanchon, by hi* pretence, 
the Testing of tupremc power in tho hands of on individnab Though 
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T^'caltli, 1 anlc, and distinction coidd not l^a^ c failed to follow linn wlio 
liad so ably seconded the youthful cxcitions of tlio Champion of 
Fiance, Cainot, with honest self-denial, had kept aloof from all the 
splendid alluicments of the Inipeiial Couit, and had jiaiticipated m 
none of its glory nor honouis, being content to enjoy Ins opinions 
m obsciuc po\crt3% So pool, indeed, was he in his letiicmcnt, that 
he had been indebted to Uic beneficence of the old fiicnd and piotogd, 
whose title he had refused to neknowdedge, for the pajnnent of his 
debts on an occasion when his cmbairassmciits wcic rcndcicd public 
Tins •sctcian statesman, who had not hesitated to cxpiess his dis- 
approbation of the measures of govcinmcnt, wdieii notliing, except 
incom eniciice to himself, was to be aiipichendcd fioin rcmonstiance 
or dissent, no sooner saw that tlic independence of Franco itself was 
thioatoncd, and that the Emperoi W'as but feebly suppoitod m his 
efforts to stem the torrent of adveise foitune, than he "wrote to offer 
his services foi the defence of the country Tlie previous manly 
conduct of Carnot had proved that he w'as superior to mtngue oi 
treachery, and perfectly trustworthy ; Napoleon, theiefoie, at once 
entrusted him with the command of Antwerp, one of the keys of the 
empire, where it is sufliciont to observe, that he behaved wuth skiU 
and valour worthy of his olden reputation Wliat a contrast does the 
conduct of this steadfast Fepubhean offer to that of Murat and Bema- 
dotte, whom the Emperor had loaded "witli splendour and nclics, and, 
finally, exalted to thrones ! 

The noble example of Carnot was not "without its effect Tire 
populace of Alsace, Lorraine, Franche-Compt^, and Champagne, 
demanded arms and leaders to enable diem to drive back their 
invaders; and in Paris, the lower orders, ashamed of the classes 
above them, became clamorous for action They held numerous 
meetings , spoke of the fourteen armies, which, as if by enchantment, 
had sprung up m the midst of France to defend her at the com- 
mencement of the Bevolution, and began to form bands for mihtary 
training. From the enthusiasm thus awakened much good might 
have resulted; but the old Jacobms mingled their leaven "with the 
mass, and rendered all abortive These persons, impatient for the 
re-estabhshment of their pnnciples, sought permission to act fireely 
in their own way; to have the press and tribune abandoned to 
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them to bo protected in their ondeaTonrs to ttrooee all tho rovo~ 
Intionaiy feelings of tho rabble, and to haro their favourite song* 
Bung m the etrectB and theatres^ Napoleon at first hitened to thc»o 
pToposaU m gloomy nlcncc The ompiro traa shoten to the centre, 
and required all tbo tad tvbidi could be brought to support it. 
Hesitation horrercr served to dcvelopc more clearly tho objects 
of tho Jacobini and the Emperor, disgusted with these, end mth 
the extravagant pnee which the leader* set upon them services, 
broke off all communication with them, “I shall find m battle 
some chance of Bafety, he exclaimed * but nono with these wild 
dcanagoguci There can bo no connexion betwcon them and 
monarchy, nono between funous clubs and a regular ministry, — a 
Comnuttco of Pubhc Safety and an Emperor between revolutiouaiy 
tribunola and tho reign of tho law* If I most fall I will not 
beqneoth France to the RevoluUon from which I rescued her I” 

About this time the dopoecd King of Sweden, whose misfortune* 
had been chiefly attributable to hw formor hostility to Franco, and 
who seemed always to have entertained r marked preference for 
the losing side offered his service* to Napoleon, Tho Empexor, cm 
political oonsidcratJon*, decimod to brten to his overtaro* 
reflected,” he afterward* said that if I received him my dignity 
would require mo to make oxcrtious in his favour and as I no 
longer ruled tho world, common minds would not have failed to 
discover m tho interest I might have diapkycd for him, an impotent 
hatred against Bemadotte, Besides, Guttavus had hcen dethroned 
by tbo Twco of tbo people, and it was by the voice of tho people 
that I had been elevated In taking up his caoBO, I should have 
been guilty of inconsistency m my own conduct, and have acted ui>on 
discordant pnnciplc*.* 

To prove tho iinccntv of hxs mtonhon to rchnquish tho Poninsula, 
and to create, accordmg to tho caqircsnon of TaDoyrand, an olla 
podnda for Spam Napoleon, in tho beginning of 1814, restored 
1 erdmand ^'IL to liberty In tho letter by which this was 
annoimccil to tho captive who in consequence of Jus father • 
refusal to rceumo the regal dignity was now recognised os Icgiti 
male ” King the Emperor *aid, lly political bituation induce* 

' tnc to wiih for a final adjustment of tho affairs of Spam, where the 
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Engli'sli arc exciting annicliy nncl Jacobinism, and cndcai curing to 
overthrow the crovm and the nobility in order to establish a icpublic. 
Being desirous of re-cstabhsliing tlie amicable relations which foimcily 
subsisted between Fiance and Spain, I have empowcied Count dc la 
Foiest to make proposals to you in ni)'' name ” On these jiroposals, 
a treaty was fortliv ith arranged and subscribed, by which Feidinand, 
being declared King of Sjiani and the Indies, undertook that the 
English army should evacuate his dominions, and that equitable 
commercial and othci relations should be icstorcd between lum 
and the Emperor. These stipulations, howevci, the Sjianish Kegency 
and Cortes lefuscd to latify, ns, consideiing their obligations and 
engagements to England, which it is almost needless to say embraced 
nothing republican or jacobinical, they must have been expected 
to do 

The Pope was, about the same time, released firom Fontamebleau, 
and suffered to return unconditionally to Pome. The old man befoie 
his departuie, convened a meeting of tlio caidinals who resided in 
Finnce, and, m testimony of his indignation against Napoleon, 
enjoined those pielatcs to wear no decoration bestowed on them by 
the French Government, to accept no pension fiom the Emperoi , 
and to assist at no festival to which they might be mvited The 
Pontiff was leinstated in his capital by tlie King of Naples, now an 
Ally of England, Austna, and Russia 

Meanwhile, the levies which Napoleon had demanded weie raised 
but slowly A sudden lethaigy seemed to have overpowered the 
whole nation The’ most urgent ordeis of the Government were 
disregarded, and, m many instances, the consenpts that were em oiled 
and armed deserted in whole bands, and roamed over the country as 
freebooteis, lathei than seive m a contest which was geneially 
beheved to be hopeless, and m which so much blood had been aheady 
shed m vam , Special commissioneis, as in the tunes of the Revo- 
lution, weie sent mto the various depaitments to aiouse the dormant 
eneigies of the inhabitants, but with httle success, — the proclamations 
of the Alhes, that the war was duected solely against Napoleon, added 
to those of die Bourbons, filled as they weie with the most hberal 
promises of free and paternal government, had produced then effect, 
and sullen indifference had everywhere, except m the distircts alarmed 
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the actual presence of the enemj’, snperaeded the encaent enthn 
Biflsm of the populace. 

The Grand Army of the ADiea, having violated the neutrahty of 
Switierland for that purpose, crossed the Rhine betireen Basle and 
Schaffhausen, on the 20th of December The army of Blucher 
passed, on the 1st of January, 1814, between Coblenti and Eastadt 
and "Wintiingcrode and Bulow, shortly aAerwards, penetrated into the 
Netherlands Bemadotte did not enter France with the Alhee but 
Mixed the opportunity, while confusion reigned thronghont Europe 
to make an unprovoked war upon Denmark, which m a short tnne he 
was enabled to strip of her anaent realm of Norway — a conquest 
which was afterwards wilhngly guaranteed to him by the Confederacy 
as an mdemnification for Finland, which had been seixed and appro- 
priated by the Cior 

A short time prior to the invasion of France, a considerable sen 
sation wu created by the publication of a Manifesto, addressed to the 
sutgects of Napoleon, which was du^raced by as much mendaaty as, 
perhaps, ever entered into the composition of a state paper of the 
same length. The Frendi Government, ran this document 
^ having decreed a levy of three hundred thousand men, tho Alhed 
Powers by this act have received new provocation and doom it 
expedient to declare to the world the prmciplcs on which tho present 
war has been undertaken. Conducted by victory to the banks of 
the Rhme, the Allies hare used their success only to offer peace to 
the French Emperor on honourable terms, and on a basis to socuro 
tho mdcpendence of other States. They wish to see France great, 
powerful, and happy and to confirm to her a greater extent of 
territory than she ever onj<yed under her ancaont kmgs, but, at the 
same time, they desire to see tbear own people happy and tranquil 
and to securo by an equitable partition of forces and a just balance 
of territory their own States m future firem those multiphcd calamitice 
which for twenty yean have desolated Europe ’ Tho AUics, not 
Withstanding their decision tbnt war and ncgooations should proceed 
at tho samo time thus incousistontly complnmod of Napoleon, for 
endeavouring to raise tho moans of meeting their own requisition 
and forgot to add, that tho basis of peace which they had proposed 
they had also rejected or evaded, both at Prague and Manhoim 
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In malving this dcckintion, the Allies a^cic undoubtedly influenced 
by the Go\ eminent of England, vhich, in the speech of the Piincc 
Kegcnt to rnrlmnicnt, in Scptcmbci, 1813, had inscitcd a passage 
to the cficct, that neither Gicat Britain nor the Allies icquircd France 
to make any saciifice incompatible u*ith her happiness and just nghts 
The subsequent piocccdings of the Coalition aic said, by Sir Walter 
Scott, to ha\ 0 been chiefly directed by Loi d Castlcreagh. 
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Tna KATIOXAL O0AEO — DKPASTCniK OF HAPOLIOW FOR TH* AiiTT — 
BEIflOffc — CttAtlPAUBEBT — VACOHAlfP — lIOimBIAP — 
TBOrW — . MfTBKAT OP THE ALUU — ARaumCK 1814 


ONO and ardnoujly aj he had toiled to 
place Franc© m a befitting portnre of dc 
fence Napoleon, at the end of January, 
had the mortificabon to find that the troop* 
■which he -wa* able to lead to the field did 
not nnmber aboro a fifth of those agamat 
which he had now to contend. The AIhe< 
hod upward* of fire hundred thoniand 
men the French force did not exceed one 
hundred thousand. The Emperor* last act* were to call out the 
^'ational Guard, who ■were placed under the command of the hraro 
"Moncey and entrurted -with tho defence of Pans and to invert Mana 





NATIONAL GUARD 

Louisa once more "witli tJic Eegency. The Enijiress, on the 24th of 
January, took the requisite oath, in a council, at which weie assembled 
many of the Piinces and Giand Digmtaiies of the Enipue and most 
of die IMimsters of State ; and on the same day, the otScers of the 
!N*ational Guaid assembled in the couit of the Tuileiies to receive 
Napoleon’s faicwcU The scene has been well descnbed by 
De Bouinenne, who, as a captain in the coiqis, happened to be 
present 

“ Napoleon,” says that VTitei, “ cnteimg the grand saloon ivitli the 
Empiess, advanced with a lofty bearing, leadmg by the hand his son, 
not yet three years old He had become corpulent, and upon his 
pale coimtcnance was an an of sadness The ordinary movements 
of the muscles of hrs neck were stronger and more frequent than I 
had formerly remarked The ceremony was grave and solemn 
Rarely does such profound silence reign in so numerous an assembly 
An indescribable and vague uneasiness, an eager hstemng for the 
voice of Napoleon, prevailed throughout In tones lilce those m 
which he formerly harangued the soldiers of Italy and Egypt, but 
with less of self-confidence, he thus spake — * Gentlemen, Officers of 
the National Guard, I depart to-night to place myself at the head 
of the army On quitting the capital, I leave behind, with confi- 
dence, my wife and son, upon whom so many hopes lejrose 1 shall 
depart with a mind freed from a weight of disquietude, when I know 
that these pledges are under your faithful guardianship To you 
I confide what, next to Eiance, I hold deaiest in the world I 
recommend to you to be united among yourselves, and to resist every 
insinuation tendmg to mtioduce disunion Endeavours will not be 
wanting to shake yoru fidehty to your duties I depend on you to 
repel all such perfidious mstigations The Emperor’s voice trem- 
bled, and his auditors were not unmoved All seemed conscious, 
accoidmg to the memorable expression of Talleyrand, that this " was 
the begi n ni n g of the end ” Mignet, in reference to the same period, 
has finely sard, “ Deprived of the support of the people, who merely 
looked on, Napoleon was now to stand alone agamst the world, 
with a mere handfril of veteran soldiers and his gemus, which had 
lost no thin g of its vigorous darmg It is a noble spectacle to con- 
template him at this moment, no longer an oppressor, no longer a 
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amqueroT but tbo undaunted dofoudcr of bu country, boa empire, 
and hi» renotrru” 

He quitted the Tuflenee at threo m the mommg of the 25th of 
Jonuitry, after having burnt nil hia pnvato paper*, and embraced hu 
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uufc and son— for the hut time I On the 2Gth his head-quarter* rrcrc 
at Yltry and on the 27th, at St Duacr whence a considerable body 
of troops which, for the apace of two dap, hgd been quartered there, 
and had committed great excesses in the neighbourhood, fled as *oon 
hu approach was known The presence of tho Emperor gave the 
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iltniost satisfaction to tlic inliabitants, alarmed as tliey were, not only 
by tlie ra^ ages of die enemy but by tbe proclamations of the Albes , 
wbo fearing, Horn tlie bostibty already encountered, a general nsmg 
of tlie population, bad annoimced that ever)’" peasant taken witb arms 
m bis bands, or detected in endeavouring to defend bis country, 
should be put to death as a biigand ; and that every 'soilage and town 
■si'liicb offered resistance should be bui-nt " Tins assuredly,” says 
Ml Lockliait, “'ss’as a flagiant outiage against tbe most sacied and 
inalienable lights of manlcmd,” yet it •ss’’as promulgated and acted 
upon b}’’ those -who hai c been emphatically called “ the German 
Patriots I ” Crowds gathered round tlie carnage of Napoleon, ex- 
pressing their eagerness to jiuisue the hated enemy, who was no 
longer to be feared Enthusiasm spread horn place to place, until it 
reached the villages of Barrois and the forest of Der The embold- 
ened peasantT)'’ pursued the flying Prussians and Cossacks, and many 
pnsoners weie speedily bi ought to St Diziei. Prom these it was 
ascertained that Blucher and Sacken were marching by Bnenne 
upon Troyes, in order to join the Austrians Napoleon resolved to 
pursue them Accordmgly, the aimy was again put in motion the 
same evening; and orders were sent to Mortier to retreat upon 
Troyes, with the Old Guard, so as to be m readmess to assist the 
movement of the Grand Army 

On the 28th, it lamed heavily, and the tioops, marchmg thiough 
wold forest roads, proceeded 'with difficulty The joy of the coimtiy 
people was extreme , they brought to the soldiers their whole stock 
of provisions, kmdled fires for them, and jomed them m loud and 
encoiuagmg shouts of ^‘Vive I’Empereurl” About noon on the 
29 th, Napoleon reached Bnenne, the scene of his school days, 
which he found in the occupation of a strong body of the Albes, 
posted chiefly on the hdl which commands the town, with a number 
of chosen men ranged on the terraces of the castle, and a Russian 
force stationed m the streets below The previous experience of 
Blucher had been insufficient to prepare him for the active move- 
ments of the Emperor When the arrival of the Prench was 
announced to him, he was at dmner ■with his staff, and before he 
could prepare foi ’action, the Russian geneial AJsusieff had been 
beaten horn the town by Ney, the paik-terraces were m possession 
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of the grenadiers of General Chatean the son m Uw of Marshal 
Victor, and the castle itself Tras nearly fnrromided. Blucher and 
his officers had barely tune to escape by a postern, whence they were 
compelled to lead their horses down a stair to gam the road- They 
wore subsequently attached m the street, and sereral of their nmnl)€ir 
made prisoners among whom was General and one named 

Hnrdenberg nephew of the Chancellor of Prussia, The enemy, 
exasperated that so important a position should hare been captured 
with such ease made soTenJ effiorts to retake the place but were 
repulsed with great slaughter at each attack and at night drew off 
towards Bar-fur Aube setting fire to the town m order to protect 
their retreat. The Emperor, returning at night to Mamores was 
surprised and surrounded by a band of Cossacks who were with 
some difficulty put to flight General Gonrgaud shot a Eusnan m 
the act of thrustmg his lance at Napoleon s back The Alhes lost 
about four thousand men at Bneone The French had fifleen 
thousand, the Allies upwards of twenty thousand engaged. 

In the mommg of the 30th the Imperial head^quarters were 
remored to the castle of Bnenne and m the course of the day the 
Emperor vuitcd the cte of the academy where sereral of his early 
years had been passed The collie was a heap of blackened nuns 
but the tree still stood in the noghbounng park under which he 
was accustomed to peruse the * Jerusalem Dchreied of Tasso and 
the willow remamed, which ho had planted on tho bank of the 
stream near tho spot whero a youthful comrade had been drowned 
while bathmg The bonuiig of the town and theonjury done to 
the castle greatly gnered the Emperor, who e x p r essed an intention 
of rebufldmg the one and parchaamg tho other to conrert it either 
mto on Imperial residence or a military school. 

On tho 31rt of January, Blucher hanng mcanwhilo effected a 
junction with tho Grand Army of tho Sororeigns, the Alhes advanced 
with upwards of a hundred thousand men mto tho phnn between 
Bar-sui Aube and Bnenne to offer battle ere Napoleon who was 
unable to muster aboro fil^ thousand soldiers, should reemro re- 
inforcements Tho Emperor it is said, would have declmod tho 
engagement, but m consequence of tho destruefion of tho bndgo 
of L Esmont he was unable to retreat, A battle accordmgly took 
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place ou the 1st of Fcbiuaiy, and was maintamed on each side 
mth equal aidoiu — the Allies being confident in the overwhelming 
supeiioiity of then force, and the Fiencli, though chiefly conscripts, 
being emboldened by the piesenee of Napoleon The contest laged 
till night-fall, without any decisive advantage being gained by eithei 
party, but duiing the evening, a battery of the Impenal Guaid which 
was shifting its position fell into an ambuscade, and was captured 
The cannomeis saved tliemsclves and their equipage, by formmg 
m squadron, and cutting a way through the ranhs of their opponents 
On summing up his losses at night, the Emperoi resolved to abandon 
his position and fall back behind the Aube, the bridge over which 
had been repaired during the two preceding days. Orders to carry 
this movement mto instant effect were accoidmgly given, and at 
dawn, the enemy found not only the plain but the town and castle 
of Bnenne evacuated. 

The Eiench retired to Tioyes, which they entered on the 3id of 
Eebiniary, and subsequently to Nogent, where their head-quarteis 
weie estabhshed on the 7th The object of Napoleon was to induce 
the Allies to separate their large annies, to affoid him an opportunity 
to turn and attack them in detail, and thus prevent then united march 
upon the capital Halting at Nogent, the Emperoi endeavoured to 
ascertain the state of his troops, to enable him to judge of the hopes 
that remained for France The result was such, that he suddenly 
arose hom the mvestigation, and exclaimed, with more of despair 
than he had ever before exhibited, Perhaps I still possess the 
means of saving France What if I were to recall the Bourbons ^ 
The Alhes would then be compelled to arrest then course or avow 
then duphcity I might become the mediator between tha people and 
the Kmg, and be enabled to compel the latter to accept the national 
laws and swear fidehty to the existmg constitution My name and 
glory would be a guarantee to the French people I have reigned 
long enough, my career is filled with acts of greatness, and this 
would not be deemed the least.” He paused a few moments, and 
proceeded: “Can an expelled dynasty ever forgive or forget? Can 
the Bourbons be trusted ? No ' Fox’s famous maxim respectmg 
restorations was right” He shortly afterwards received mtelhgence 
of the motions of the Alhes, and finding these more favourable to 
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his dcflgru that he had ventured to hope, he unpacied his papers 
m order to renso hu plan of the campaign Maret, Duke of Bas- 
sano amred on the evening of die 7th ■with despatches He 
found Napoleon occupied with maps and compasses "I am beating 
Blucher on paper,” ho exclaimed, as the Minister entered his apart 
mont "He has altered his route and is advancing by the road 
to MontmiraiL I will set out and defeat him to-morrow, and agam 
on the next di^ and should my movements prove so successful 
as I expect, the state of affaira will be entirely changed, and -we 
ihaH then see what can bo done ** 

On the 8th, leaving Oadinot and Greneral Bourmont to keep 
Schwartsenburg in check, he led bis mam army towards Sexanno 
which, he reached on the ^th. The march thence to Champanbert 
lay through a deep marshy valley, ■where the roads were almost 
impassable, and it was necessary to employ a double complement 
of horses to drag the artillery On the mommg of the 10th, the 
Pmssiani were discovered at the •village of Baye, and were soon 
dislodged by Marmont and m the aflomoon, cn attack was made 
upon Champaubert, where Alsusieff was defeated and his columns 
totally dispersed with the loss of six thousand pnsemers forty pieces 
of cannon, a large quantity of ammunition and all their baggage 
containing a conmdertble booty taken feom the towns and villages 
through which the Alhes had marched- Napoleon fixed his head 
quarters in o cottage at Champaubert, where the general officers 
who had been captured m the engagement were m-nted to dme 
■with hnn. 

By this movement, the Prussum army had been divided 
Sacken and HTTorck were between the Emperor and Pans and 
Bluchcr with his Tnnm body, was m the rear unconsaous of the 
danger that threatened him. On bearing of the disaster of Champ- 
aubert, Blucher hastened forward, and Sacken and D*Torck fell 
hastily back. Napoleon encountered the two last mentioned Generals 
on the 11th at Montnurafl, and after on engagement of two hours 
duration, broke and dispersed them m all direchons, and pursued 
ihar flying bands ■with the most remorseless slaughter Tho threats 
of the Alhes now recoiled fearfully on themselves Tho cniu 
noted peasants everywhere took arms to oppose tho escape of the 
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enemy, and gave little quarter. Some of tlie cross-ioads weie choked 
with the bodies of Russians and Piussians, killed by those agamst 
nhom punishment foi patiiotism had been miquitously denounced. 
On the 12th, a Piussian coips of five thousand men, which had 
maintamed better older in its flight than the rest of the aimy, leached 
Ch&teau-Thierr)’-, wheie eveiy excess that lage and despair could 
suggest was committed upon die inliabitants In the midst of the 
sack, however, die pursuers came up, and the Allies were sabred 
in the streets, amid cries, and gioans, and execiations The populace 
jomed die troops m wreaking vengeance for the cruelties which the 
enemy had mflicted, and the women, laughing and weepmg by 
turns, were seen dragging along wounded Prussians to thiow mto 
the river. Many pnsoneis were taken by the peasantry, and bi ought 
to the French nuhtary posts, among whom weie five generals of the 
Alhes These exertions of the people m them own cause, howevei, 
were limited to the disdicts actually mvaded by the Allies There 
was no union, no general efibrt to free the land from the stain 
imprmted by the feet of liostile foieigueis 

Havmg disabled the corps of Sacken and D’Yoick, which weie hln- 
rying in inextncable disorder towards Soissons, pursued by Mortiei, 
the Emperor turned m quest of Blucher, who had halted in dismay 
between Chalons and Champaubeit On the road, the National 
Guards, and many volunteers of La Valine, were aimed with the 
muskets of the Prussians, with winch the roads were stieivn, and 
many hoises were also obtamed by capture for lemountmg the 
cavalry. Early m the morning of the 14th, Marmont attacked the 
village of Vauchamp, where Blucher, who had lecived large re- 
inforcements, was posted, and about eight o’clock the battle became 
general — Napoleon bemg present and commandmg m person The 
Prussian and Russian cavalry having been cut to pieces m the 
previous engagements, the enemy had to depend chiefly on its 
infantry, which manoeuvred with gieat dexterity and skill , but after 
a brave contest, m which Vauchamp was several times taken and 
retaken, Blucher was compelled to retue In hiS letieat, he was 
more than once attacked by Fiench horsemen, who, havmg made 
a cuemt for that purpose, had passed mto his rear, and broke several 
of his squares. The early coming on and darkness of the mght alone 
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»aved eren a wreck of Blnclier • army, and enabled that General to 
escape as it was his loaa was immense The roads were filled with 
dead and wounded and ten thousand pnsoncri, ten pieces of cannon, 
and ten flags were taken. The signal defeat of Blucher, indeed, was 
undisputed. 

Having despatched his pruoners and trophies to Pans, Napoleon, 
leaving the pursuit to llarmont and Mortier, returned to attack 
the Grand Army of the Alhes, which, durmg the previous engage- 
ments with Blnchcr, had succeeded, notwithstanding the determined 
opposition of Victor and Oudinot, m passing the Seme, and was 
pushing forward on Pans Fontamehleau was already occupied by 
Hungarians and m the neighbooihood of Nangis, troope of Cossacks 
and of wandering Tartars Halmncs and Baskm whose savage looks 
and deeds struck terror mto the French people, had established their 
quarters The roads to the coital were thronged with fogitives, 
hurrying with all the valuables they could hastily collect and transport 
from the scene of danger Men, women and chOdren tottering age 
and feeble mfrncy were thus, m the depth of a more than usually 
mclement winter driven from thenr homes to wander through the 
country in search of shelter Confiuaon in Pans was at its height 
busmees and pleasure were alike suspended, and men moved about 
m constant terror and apprehension The Emperor qmtted the 
banks of the Marne, on the Idth. On the t6th, his head-quarters 
were at Gmgnes, on the Ydres and the I7th he appeared at Nangis, 
and instantly gave battle to TVittgeaistem and Pahlen, who com 
manded Schwartrenborg a vanguard. The engagement was funous 
and bloody and, m the end the enemy was routed on all pomts, 
leaving m the hands of the French, more than nx thousand prisoners 
Vlttgenstem saved himself by the speed of his horse, and was the 
first to carry to the mam body of bis comrades mteihgenco of his 
defeat and of the nnpoasibihty of his f nlfiTlm g his recent vaimt to 
plant next day the banners of the ADies on the walls of Pans I 
have been beaten, he exclaimed **two of my divmoiis are taken. 
In two hours you will lee the French.” The prediction of the 
frank Russian was right. Oudmot, Victor, and Gerard poured on 
m rapid pursuit, and the latter speedfly ob tain ed poasesnon of Vni©- 
ncuve le Comte after defeating a corps of Bavnnans but the 
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vrcic alloiicd to take possession of the bndge 
hus (o enable the fugitnes to lally Victor 
th taking a position foi the niglit at Sahns, 
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during the night of the 17th at the castle of 
scngci aiTncd from the tciroi -stricken Sove- 
idcrs liad been giicn to their several plenipo- 
prchminarics of peace , and that, consequently, 
I his hostile nioicmcnts. Tliis gioss attempt at 
omment. It is suflicient to say, tliat Napoleon 
declaration, that nai and ncgociations iveie to 
me, and that Ins lapid marches Iiad baicly saved 
lie accoidingly icfuscd to grant a suspension 
*}) the Enqicioi of Austiia, to warn him against 
Alexander’s selfishness, oi of die subtle policy 
11101 ning of the 18th, he moved foiivaid upon 
ad been attacked at ten o’clock by General 
IS greatly iiifeiioi to those of the defendeis of 
d by a spirit which compensated foi all defects 
support him, and shoitly afterwards Napoleon 
and lushing into the tluckest of the fiie, led 
came up at full gaUt^ foiwaid, amid cries of Vive I’Empeieui I” 
die men impetuoualy| heights vhich commanded the town 

and took the bridge ^lountcd to play upon the sheets and houses 
Battenea were dien i enemy Napoleon himself pomted 

which awarded dieUe^^ balls of the foe hissed and whistled aiound 
aermral gun^ whilst tfl^^ -weic delighted with his attenhon to then 
him. - Hie artillerym< personal safety, and besought him to 
art; but trembled my children ' ” he exclaimed, good-humour- 
withdraw. " Nay , na; Tj^illet is not yet cast that is to kill me ” 

edly, ** fear nerthing; 1 enemy was engaged by this tenible 

While the attentwr ^2 jnade a detour, and debouching m the real 
cannonade. General g ■y^^urtembeigers mto the Seme and Yonne, 
of the town, fenced tl j^^g^ 

iiveis The Impeiial Guard weie not 
at the oondoenoe of ^ materially assisted m completmg the lout 
engaged in the action, habitants of Montereau also did then best to 
of the Alhet. The miy. leceived horn the enemy The battle 

arenge the ininlta the 
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altogethoT -sra* one of the most brilliant m tho campaign. The French, 
hoTTOver, BTUtamed a wvere low m the death of General Chfiteau "who 
had diiplayed great «tiU and consummate Talour darmg the combat, 
and -who rras struck dorm by a buHet, rrhile directing the charge by 


rrhich the bndgo rras captured The National Guards of Bntany also 
acquitted thcmsclTCs mth tmsuipasaed brarcTy and drew firom the 
Emperor a flattermg cnloginm. ‘ The men of the "W ert, ho loid, on 
rememng them after tho engagement, “ rrero olwayi faithful defenders 
of their country and tho firmest supporters of Monarchy ” 

Aficr the nsnal distributioii of praises, honours, and other rtrwnrds, 
to tho officers and men ■who had distinguished thcmsclYos during tho 
dny the Emparor turning to Goneral Gnyot, could not refrain from 
reproaching him, m the presence of his troops for having suffered tho 
enemy to surpnso sovcrol pieces of artillery at his hivonao on the pro 
coding CTcmng General Jlontbmn was charged with ha-nng nbondonod 
tho forest of Fontainebleau to tho Cossacks and General Digoon was 
ordered to attend a coundl of war to answer for haring neglected to 
supply proper ammuniUou to tho guns which had been placed on the 
heights of Survillo Tho last order was revoked^ at tho request of 
General Sorbier who reminded tho Jlonarch of the former dis- 
tinguished scmccs of Digcon, and offerod to answer for his fidelity 
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Vidiaiiges and fom otliei peisons, one of whom was the possessor 
of a Cl OSS of the exploded ordei of St. Loms This man, whose name 
was Govant, bemg nnable to escape with his compamons, fell mto the 
hands of Napoleon, was instantly taken before a mihtaiy commission, 
condemned to death, and executed, amid the jeeis and revilmgs of 
the populace, who exhibited the most ardent attachment to the 
Empeior 
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CHAPTER XUX, 

coKaBifi or onjiTiLLOK— fouiOKf — o&iokhs — taox — eusims — ik 
CBCAttKO DtmOCLTIGS OF XAl^OLCOM — ABCIt-BOm ADBB — TBBAOnCBY 
or AUOSBiLAO — TH* ALU** ADVAMOB OB PABIi — TUOHT OF UABIA 
U>DIFA — CAPITOUkTlOB OF FABIS 1814 


EQOciATion, though nothing had resulted 
therefrom, and its maintenance ■was httlo 
moro than a name, had not been aban 
* Ha doned as a hut resort, either by Najwleon 
or the Alhes After the latter had crossed 
the Rhino, the scene of the Congress had 
^ been rcmoTcd to ChatOlon , and, on ran 
^ on* technical pretext*, the conference* had 

— - been from time to time, adjourned and 

delayed, so that from December till Napoleon placed hnruclf ot 
the head of the army little progress had been made Pint, the 
anthonty of Canhnconrt, the roprcicntatirc of France mia disputed j 
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afteiwaids liis insti actions Tveie demanded. Ins jiapeis weie subse- 
quently seized, and detamed foi tlmty-six horns, and, finally, the 
Alhes declaied theu deternmiation not to adheie to the bases of 
treaty ■svhich they had so recently set foith in their pioclamations 
and manifestoes, though these had been pubhshed foi the sole pmpose 
of assurmg the iiroild on what piinciples tlie wai was undeitaken.” 
As soon as it was ascei tamed that Napoleon, m oidei to obtain peace, 
was ■mlhng to accede to the conditions imposed, others weie sub- 
stituted “ Fiance,” said the British hlinistei, “ must letue withm 
the limits of the ancient hingdom — die left bank of the Bhine, as 
weU as all her othei conquests, must be suiiendeied ” 

The Emperoi was deejily indignant at this imwoithy treatment 
The mdignity mflicted on his mimstei was a gross violation of the law 
of nations , and the new demand which had been made could only 
have been wan anted by the entire and absolute conquest of Fiance 
“ Nevei,” said he, to the persons of his Council, who mged upon 
him the acceptance of any terms, “ never will I consent to break 
the oath I took at my coionatron, to mamtam the mtegnty of the 
Bepubhc. I wrll not leave Fiance less m extent than I found her 
It would not merely be Fiance that would retreat, but Austria and 
Prussia would advance The teiTitoiy France has acquired on the 
Bhme does not equal what Bussia, Prussia, and Austria obtamed by 
the dismemberment of Poland alone T\Tiat answer could I give 
when the people shall demand the barrier of the Khme ? I reject the 
new basis, and will rather abide the biiint of battle. Three courses 
are open to me, — to fight and conquer, to fight and perish gloriously, 
or, if the Nation refuse to support me, I will abdicate. Sovereignty 
has few attractions for me I wdl never pm chase it by degradation ” 
The French councillors, however, were mcessant m their entreaties 
for peace — supphcations, even tears, were resorted to m order to shake 
his resolution, and procure his consent to the terms proposed At 
last, wearied with importunities, he wrote to Caulamcourt, authoiizmg 
bim to sign whatever he thought proper “ To obtam peace,” he 
said, I will ask no conditions, but I cannot dictate my own 
humihation ” The French Plempotentiary upon this expressed his 
readmess to accede to the ancient hmits of Fiance, provided the 
Alhes immediately consented to an armistice It was upon this 
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pretext ttftt Schwartxenbnrg after the 'battle of Naaigia, bad »oiigbt 
to mdneo Napoleon to forbear from parsumg bw defeated army, 
ffllsely asserting that the arnusUce had been agreed to 

The Tictones of Montmiraib Cbampaubeit, Nangis, end Montereau 
had to greatly altered the aspect of aflaim, however, that Napoleon 
then wrote to Canlainconrt to reyolce the discxeboiiary porrer pre- 
vioualy given to that muuster, and to maiit, as a *vte qua nortt on the 
retention of Belgium The -Allies upon this demanded, as has been 
•hewn an armistice and the war ceased at a moment when to hare 
compelled the concesnons he required, the Emperor shonld have 
prosecuted it with redoubled vigoni The true© was granted on the 
24th of February The degree of sancenty with which the coalesced 
Sovereigns desired to arrange terms of peace with Napoleon is lucadly 
demonstrated by an anecdote related by De Boumenne, the truth of 
which has never been questionecL General Rt^er, who disap- 
peared fttddenly at the bridge of Leipcc, had fallen into the hands of 
the enemy and was subsequently exchanged. In the begmnmg of 
February as he passed the head-quarters of the Alhed Sovereigns, 
on his road to Pam, he called on the Ruanan Autocrat to pay his 
respects. ** I enquired ’ said Rcgnier, when rclalmg the circum 
stance a few days afterwards to Savary and Do Bournenne, ” whether 
ho had any message for the Emperor Napoleon.” The Cior replied, 
“ I am Napoleon s fnend but I have pcreonally much to complain 
and tho Alhes wuh to haro nothing more to do with biTti, TVe 
have no intention to impose nay person upon France but tro 
detennmed to recognise Napoleon no longer as Emperor of the 
French I ” -Ale x a n der afterwards signified his desire that the people 
of France would choose Bemadotto as their soverogu m order, 
perhaps, to afibrd an opportunity for tho seizure by biTnsf> 1f of Sweden. 
** ^ l^y LO means surprised at the assurances of Alexander 
droiDg this intoiioM,” odds Do Bournenno who coolly confesses that 
ho was engaged at Ihe umo m a treasonable contapondence with 
certam fore^n diplomatiffts who had tho iheant of affording him 
correct mformation on the subject ” I was well aware that tho 
Alhes had firmly resolved not to suffer Napoleon to remain master of 
Franco.” It is altogether fntflo after this to spook of tho moderation 
or tmeenty of those who, till complete success had emboldened them 
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to declare tlieir real intentions, piofessed to seek mciely tlie destruc- 
tion of Napoleon’s supiemac}^ and not of liimsclf 

The Freucli Emperoi, having pieviously heaid that the Allies had 
determined on his detluonement, questioned Prince Lichtenstein, at 
Troyes, as to the fact, when that oflicer, from ignorance or dissimu- 
lation, hesitated not to declare tliat such a piojcct had not enteied 
into die MOWS of the Alhes, who, he furthei stated, had meiely 
extended tlieii protection to the Bourhons, as a means of hnnging the 
u'ar more speedily to a close, hy creating a diversion in the mteiior 
of France. Napoleon, i dying piohahly on the family connexion he 
had formed ndth the Austnan Emperoi, seems to have been satisfied 
vath the Pnncc’s ^vord. At all events, he made no furthei complamt 
or icmonstrance ; diough it ivas notorious throughout Europe, that 
the Bourbon Prmccs iveie now quarteied in the camp of the Alhes, 
and were there fumished inth the means of suppljung their adherents 
with arms and equipments, and of prmtmg and circulatmg an im- 
mense number of proclamations, bearing the name of Louis 
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That Napoleon howorcsr, ■vras not Tory sangnmo as to the result of 
the truce he had granted, u endont from hu reply to the Baron 
de Se Aigmm, ■^rho amved from Pans "while lachtenstem "waa -waiting 
for tho Emperor s answer to the letter of Fnmcuu The Baron "was 
one of those who considered that peace conid not be pnxchased too 
dearly Sire, said ho, ‘ the speediest peace wHl bo tho hert.” — ” It 
will bo speedy enough,” replied Ntqioleon, with a scrcre look, " if it 
be dishonourable ” 

Tho onmatico itself was a mere Bubtcrfnge to gam tune Accord 
ingly, the Allies had no sooner ralhcd them broken troops, and 
obtained reinforcements from Germany than, under pretence that tho 
ComimsBionerB ^ipointcd to settle the Imet of demarcation between 
the hostile forces could not agree warlike operationB were rccom 
menced. Blucher once more put his troops m motion towards Pans, 
along the banks of the htarno and tho Alfred Sovereigns entered 
mto a new league, at Chaumont, by which each bound himself to 
maintain an army of one hundred and fifry thonsand men Great 
Britain defraying the expenses — antH Ertmce should bo reduced to 
hot anaoQt kmiCs and tho family of her ancient and harmless Sore^ 
reigns should bo re s tored. 

Tho news that the armistico had been broken off, reached Napoleon 
on tho ijight between the 2Cth and ff7fb of FeWaary and on the 28th 
ho was mfonnod that (ho Frossum army was in motion, and had 
already compelled Mortier and hlarmont to fidl back on lia Fert^-- 
sous-Jouarre Ijeaving hlacdonald and Ondmot with two corps to 
keep m chock tho Grand Army of tho enemy, the Emperor hastened 
mth tho rest of his troops by wretched cross roads towards Meonx 
where ho hoped to snrpnso BInchor and give him bottle before ho 
should TOCCiTO nddibonal support. The ngUanco of the Prusnoa 
scouts rendered the design of tho Emperor partly ubortiTO Bluchcr, 
mfonnod of his movement, lost no tuno in rccrossing tho Marno 
destroying tho bridge, and retreating "With all hasto upon Soiwoni 
The plain between the hrorao and tho Oareq was filled with his 
retiring squadrons, who m consoqucnco of the wot weather and tho 
bad state of the roads were in tho utnwst distress and terror lest they 
should bo overtaken, Tho Emperor speedily threw a new bndgo 
over the nver and, despatching orden to Mortier and Victor to 
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advnncc, and fonn the left of a circle, he pushed foi-o’ard in person 
to complete an enclosuic, fiom >\hicli it seemed impossible for Blucher 
to escape. 

Full of hope and exidtation, Napoleon now moved by forced 
marches to Chatcau-Tliieriy, vhcre, turning sharjdy to the left, he 
brought his army into position to act on the enemy’s flank, ns they 
should attempt to reach Soissons, 1111110 IMamiont and jMortiei drove 
them into the snare Blucher already deemed himself lost, and 
contemplated the necessity of suricndcriiig his amy beneath the 
ramparts of the town towards wliich his flight had been directed. 
Soissons Mas defended by a garrison of fourteen himdied Poles, a 
small number, but sufllciently strong to have resisted any attempt 
of the bcvnlderod Prussians to take the place by storm, while the 
French army was on their rear and flanks At the moment pre- 
parations were making for yielding liis arms, Blucher was agreeably 
surpnsed to learn that tlie commandant of the fortress, obeying the 
first formal summons which had been sent to die town by Bulow 
and "Wintzingcrodc, had opened the gates of Soissons, and afforded 
diem a refuge. French writers have almost universally attributed 
this unaccountable proceeding to cowardice or treachciy. Napoleon 
appears to have been utterly confounded by it, and to have considered 
it as worse dian a defeat in the field. He, however, assaulted the 
tovTi vdthout delay, but on being informed that Blucher had retired 
to concentrate his forces bctv'cen Ciaonne and Laon, he abandoned 
further operadons diere, and advanced along the Aisne to Bery- 
au-Bac, ivith the intention of bringing on an immediate and decisive 
conflict. 

On the evening of the 6th of March, the French advanced-guard 
posted itself at Craonne in sight of the enemy, who was cstabhshed 
on the heights, and on the morning of the 7th, a furious engagement 
commenced In this battle, Ney and Victor led the infantry; 
Grouchy and Nansoufy the Guaid, and Diouot dnected the aitdleiy 
The battle was furious and well sustained on each side, from eleven 
in the forenoon tall four m the afternoon, when the French leseive 
bemg put m motion, the Alli es began to letreat, m such good order, 
however, that they left no other trophies on the field than their dead 
and wounded Napoleon pursued as far as the inn of L’Ange- 
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Garden at Bsye, wliere laa hcad-giiarterB irere fiifrd for the mght, 
and wliere deapatche* w er e rcceired from CanUincotirt, who was 
itail at Ch&tiUon, contammg the ttUtmaiitm of the Allies — that France 
lihould at once retire withm her ancient bowndanes as a prebminary 
to farther negoontioiL The Emperor, hnowing what would he 
reqmred m the farther negooationa alluded to, rgected tho terms 
with “If I am doomed to flagellation,” he exclaimed, 

“ let It at least be compnUonly inflicted*” This was the only answer 
he deigned to giTe, and with this M. de Rnmigny returned to the 
Congresa on the monung of the 8th, while Napoleon resumed his 
march agamst Blucher, who had retired towards Laon* 

On the night of the &th, Gonrgand was sent with a body of chosen 
troops to turn the lefr of the Pmanan position, while Ney, adTOnong 
along the high road, should clear the defile by which the French were 
req^uired to march. These morements were perfectly sucecsefaL 
The rear guard of the Allies was surprised, and, afrex a bnef but 
s an g mm try straggle was dnren back m disorder upon the town 
of Leon In the meantime, Marmont came up from Somoni, and 
he Ney Mortier and the c or ps of Impenal Guards got into position 
for a deasTTe engagement on tho morrow Blucher, at the «ame tune 
reccired strong romforcements among which was tho army com 
manded by Bemadotte, which, from bong placed constantly in tho 
rear, and rarely called into action, Beems not to hETe enjoyed the 
confidence of tho Alhes^ — a natural consequence of the condnet of 
its chief, tmee cren those who employ and reward traitors, must 
neccasarily distrust then- mteutions In addition to which, tho Alhes 
could not fall to reflect 'that the Swedish Crown Prmce, to whom the 
throne of France had been promised, had some Tcason to feel angry 
and ducontented m witnessing tho attcntiona that were lanshod upon 
tho Bourbon Fnnees in the camp of the Allies 'Wintnngcrode, 
Bulow, Sacken, Longeron, Klout, DTorck, and Bemadotte, were 
all now assembled round Bludicr and the Allies, upwards of a 
hundred thousand strong, awaited with confidence the onset of 
Nopolcon. It was, perhaps, tho first tunc hii approach, as an 
enemy, had not emittcn their hearts with fear and trembling 
The necessary orders having been given for battle, Napoleon aioso 
about four ocJock on tho monung of tho 10th, when as ho was 
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dra^nng on liis boots, t^o dismounted dragoons -u'crc liastih brou^lit 
before him, •widi intelligence that Marmont had been *:urpri‘'Cd dunng 
the night, and dnven from lus position in front of the heights of Laon 
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Tho retrograde march of the Emperor was directed on Soiwona, 
which, had been evacuated by the Alhea immediately after the battle 
of Ciwmno Here the army halted donng the 12th, while the 
fortiftcationB of the place were hastily rqiaired but ore the morning 
of the 13th, news of additional disaster* was brought to head-quarters, 
requiring ftcah plana, fresh combmationa, and fresh efforts to repair 
therm St, Pneat, a Frenchman, who bore a commission as General 
in the semce of Bnisia, had. led a horde of fifteen thousand Cossacks 
upon Bheims, where, having attadeed the division of General Cor 
binean, after canting much dcstmction among his conntrymon, as 
well the unarmed as the military, he snccecded in capturing and 
Hacking tho place Napoloon npon this inlelhgcnco, at once put 
his troops m motion in order to prevent the junction of Bluchcr 
with the Grand Army of tho Allies, which the retention of Eheuns 
by an enemy would have rendered a matter of httle difficulty On 
the night of the I3th, tho town was assaulted, and after a struggle 
of two or throe hours* duration, tho French again became masten of 
tho position — St. Pnest, Uko Moreau, having defrauded the public 
ezocQtinacr by a doath on (ho field wheio his cruses had been 
consummated. Marmont had ralbod in timo to take part m this 
attack, and contributed somewhat to its success his semee however 
did not prevent tho Emperor from bitterly reproaching him for his 
want of skfll in allowing his corps to be aurpnsed and routed before 
Laon. Thu rebuke, notwithstanding the subsequent kmdncss of 
Napoleon, rankled in tho breast of the hlarshol, and in due bmo 
produced its fruit. 

Tho Impenal head-quarters ronuuned nt Rhcims for three days, 
and tho army thus obtained an intorval of much needed repoao to 
enable them to sustain new fatigues and pnvations, " Throughout 
this cnsit of his history,” savs htr I^ockhort, ** it is impossible to 
survey the rapid energy of Nopoleon — his alert transitions from 
enemy to enemy his fearless assaults on voitly luponor numbers 
bis unweanod resolubon and cxhaustlcss invention — without the 
highest admiraban which can attend on a master of warfare To 
complete our noUon of his onorgic* — ho bad through this, tho most 
extraordmary of his campaigns, continued to conduct, from his per 
petually changing head-quarters, tho aril business of his empire 
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He occupied lumself laigely with such matteis dunng his stay at 
Rheims, but it was theie that the last despatches fiom the Home 
Department at Pans were destined to leach him, and before he could 
letum answers, theie came couneis upon couriers, with tidmgs which 
would have unmanned any othei mind, and which filled even his 
widi perplexity ” 

On the northern hontier of France, between Toumay, Lille, and 
Com bay. General Maison kept the enemy in check, Carnot resisted 
all the efforts of the Enghsh to take Antwerp , and General Bizannet 
defeated Su Thomas Giaham, with considerable slaughter and the 
loss of many prisoners, at Beigen-op-Zoom Davoust still held 
Hamburgh, despite the numbers employed m besiegmg the place, 
and the decided hostihty of the inhabitants, who, the first in Germany 
to raise the standard of opposition to Napoleon, now experienced the 
most temble calamities of war The city dmmg its memorable 
defence, was reduced to httle better than a heap of lums, horses, 
dogs, the hides of slaughtered ammals, lats, and offal of the most 
disgustmg kmd, were used as food, both by soldiers and citizens, — 
it has been asseited that even the chainel-house gave up its sheeted 
tenants to appease the ciavmgs of human hunger Davoust, faimg 
m all respects as fared his men, resisted, with heroic constancy and 
devotion, the many temptmg offers and fierce threats that were 
alternately held out by the enemy to mduce bmi to smiendei his 
trust The Germans strll remember the Prince of Eckmuhl as the 
teiiible Davoust, and lower then voices when they speak of the 
daring company which he formed, and placed imdei the orders of 
Captain de Chambuie, which, by its mght exploits, earned the dis- 
tinction confeiied upon it of " The Infernal ” This dauntless band, 
consisting only of one hundred chosen men, moving sometimes by 
land and sometunes by water, was in the habit of attackmg the 
enemy in the rear or even the very centre of then camp, slaughtenng 
then centmels, spikmg their gims, setting file to their magazmes 
and stores, beatmg up the quaiters of then generals, and returning 
into Hamburg over the bodies of all who ventured to oppose its 
passage, not unfrequently laden with the most valuable boot}’’ Had 
Fiance contamed many Davousts and Chambures to second the 
Emperor’s exertions, that country would have been speedily freed 
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firom the presence of inTaden , itad the doable captnre and ipohatxon 
of Paxia, and the second and third cxpalnon of tho Bourbons, would 
have been unnecessary 

hleanwHle Augerean, bemg an mdsnirer of Berufidotte, and not 
well contented with the rewards he hod obtained for his services, 
while odiers poescssed greater estates and higher titles than he, had 
determined on aTBilmg hunself of tho first opportunity to desert ha 
Sovereign, and test tho Ubcnihty and gratitude of a new master 
He, conseijacntly, Tomamod almost inactive in the neighbourhood 
of Switscrland, wasting his timo and ammunition, and fiittcnng 
away tho strength of hw corps m a sonea of petty opcrationg agsinit 
GenenU Bubna and Bianchi, instead of creating a dirmion in the 
rear of the coalesced Grand Army and, finally, he retreated on 
Lyons in order to open the gates of that city to tho AHies as •oon 
os admittance should be demanded. Napoleon, without suspecting 
the honesty of the Marshal, publicly taxed hnn with want of spwit 
and octinty — an affiront which Augereau was not likely to forget or 
forgive 

On tho south western, frontier, the prospects of tho Emperor were 
even more thickly overcast than in any other Xhiko 

of Wellington, having forced the Pap do Gavos, tho passes of the 
Pyrenees hod odranced to the post of St. Jean do Lux, wbero, by 
ponnng m cargoes of long prolubitcd BnhKh and colonial mer 
chandiso, ho was not only enablod to procure reinforcements from 
England and on abundant supply of provinons, but greatly to con 
cflittto the natives, and to put an end to the fiital Continental 
System The bottle of Ortho* speedily followed, in winch Sonlt 
wo* defeated, and driven m disorder upon Tarbes, where he halted 
merely to rally tho wreck of his troops, before retreating to Toulouse, 
Tho road to Bourdeaux being thus loft open, the Engbfb Army, 
escorting tho Boko d Angoul&mo, advanced upon that aty, the gate* 
of which, at tho instigation of the mayor, one Lmch, who three months 
previously had declared that “ Niqmlcon was made expressly for tho 
F rench, and the French for him ** were not only opened, but tho 
ciiueus poured forth to welcome the invading army and to tender 
their homage to a Pnneo, who a* ho glanced from tho fortdgu 
bayonets around him to tho fawning parasite* at hii feet, could 
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scaicely have failed to legaid the population about to he subjected 
again to the rule of his family, as a lace devoid of loyalty, patriotism, 
and pnnciple The white cockade was geneially assumed at Bour- 
deaux on the amval of the English, the Bourbon standard was 
theie set up , and the aichbishop and cleigy hastened to testify 
then joy by chauntmg a voluntary Te Deuin foi the double restoiation 
of legitimacy and monachism 

Intelligence of these and othei important events was brought in 
hourly, and Napoleon saw that nothing but the most piompt and 
vigorous action could possibly stem the torrent which was pourmg 
aiound, and threatening to overwhelm Tnm The last news he received, 
before puttmg his tioops once moie m motion, was, that Blucher, 
having piofited by his absence, had repassed the Marne, and that 
Schwartzenbmg, havmg attacked Oudinot and Macdonald at Bai-sui- 
Aube, had compelled those Marshals to fall back, first on Tioyes, and 
subsequently still nearer to Pans, which was consequently m the 
most imminent dangei A danng resolution was now taken by the 
Emperor — to throw himself m the leai of the AJhes, a manoeuvre 
which held out the prospect of enabling him to destroy then leai- 
guaid, make important captures, cut off then reserves, and derange 
their whole plan of hostihties There were several inducements to 
this course. The Sovereigns throughout the campaign had acted 
with the utmost deference to the tactics of Napoleon, and, by then 
general diead of encountenng him, had paid the highest honoms to 
the might of his name It was scarcely probable, therefoie, that they 
would venture to push forward upon Pans, while he was upon their 
rear, m command of their resomces, and in a position to rally the 
garrisons of Lorrame, and to excite the people of Prance to take arms 
en masse The inhabitants of the provmces, mdeed, were becoming 
desperate, from the biutal excesses everywhere committed by the 
Allies Mulder, violation, fire, and pdlage, formed the sport of the 
enemy Desolation tracked every movement of the Germans, Bus- 
sians, and Swedes, and was so widely and generally spread, that 
heids of wolves and wild boars reappeared in what had recently been 
the populous haimts of civilization ; and the vineyards and gardens of 
France were rapidly degeneratmg mto primeval wilderness. The 
horror and feai of the country-people, at secmg their cottages occupied 
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by savages, all ties of domestic affection ■wantonly outraged, and their 
roads itreaming with the blood of their friends and kindred, had given 
■way to a mid and burning desire for revenge and the becoming 
■pint of a great nation ■was at last beginning to be effectually roused 
notwithstanding all that had been done to tame or quell it, by those 
who should have been the first to kindle it and give it scope 

Napoleon had no sooner arranged his new pLuu, than he prepared 
to put them into execution. The army 'was put m motion on the 
morning of the 17th of March, towards Troyes, 'which was now sup- 
posed to be m the rear of the Grand Army of the Allies who had 
been reported to have reached Nogent- Orders were despatched to 
Ney to take the same road and a letter was forwarded to Joseph 
Bonaparte, ■who remained as President of the Council of Eegency at 
Pans to remove the Empress and the King of Rome fix>m the 
Tuilenes on the approach of any presamg danger Marmont and 
Mortier were left behind to defend, foot by foot, the road to the 
captal and if necessary to co-operate -with the National Guards 
under Moucoy m protecting the aty itself On the 19th the 
Emperor s head-quarters were at ChAtres where his advanced guard 
fell m •with a portion of the enemy's troops and captured a consider 
able quantity of baggage and several prisoners From the latter it 
■was ascertained that the Allies, on hearing of the capture of Bheuns 
had halted at Provins, and eventually retreated to Troyes with the 
design of rocrossing the Aube Napoleon therefore, "was still 
between his capital and the enemy, instead of being in the rear of 
the latter hence it -was necessary for him to march still further 
eastward, in order to effect his purpose of operating on their Ime of 
retreat. 

The Allied Sovereigns ■were m the utmost consternation at the 
moTOmonta of the Emperor Dunng tho night of the 19th of March 
a council of ■war was held for determining on future operations 
Tho Ciar proposed, that tho terms of peace demanded by Napoleon 
should bo forthwith assented to and Schwartxonburg, ■with the con 
currcncc of a majority of those presont, recommended a continuation 
of the retreat- So great ■was tho terror generally pronuling, that 
Alexander himself is reported to havo said to an aido-de-camp, that 

ho feared his anxiety ivould turn half lus hair grey Lord Castle 
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rongli, wliosc diploinnlic scrMccs Imd closed for tlic present, by the 
breaking up of the Congicss of Chnlillon, decided the ■\vnvcnng and 
puvillnninious councils of (he Monnrehs. Tins bold statesman, con- 
ceiving that a retreat from Tiojcs would not, m all probability, 
terminate •^outlnvard of the lllnnc, took on himself the responsibility 
of •stating, that (he moment the Allies commenced n letiogiade 
mo>emcnt, (he subsidies of England Mould cease to be 2 )aid. This 
■was conclu‘'ii c. British gold alone could ha^ c sustained the immense 
armies on fool, for a month ; and it had been dealt out -viath such 
liberality as to make the uar a souicc of absolute profit to the Allies. 
On the withdraual of this suppoit, there u'ould hai c been an almost 
immediate end of (ho patriotic Coalition. The Council, well knowing 
the consequences of atlcmjiting to tlnvart the M'ishes of England at 
(his ensis, finallj resoKcd to jiut llic aimy in motion next inoming 
along the banks of the Aube, in order to clTcct a junction ivith 
Blucher, before making tlic last cfToit on Paris. 

In pursuance of his design, to rcnio\ e the scene of operations to the 
rear of the enemy, Napoleon, Mith an aimy of not more than twenty- 
five thousand men, resumed his march on tlie morning of the 20th, 
and, at an early hour, i cached the heights of Aicis-sur-Aube. On 
(lie plain bejond the (oivn, several squadions of tire enemy’s cavahy 
Mere observed j and a detachment being sent to reconnoitre u'-as 
vigorously resisted, and being gradually supported by fiesh troops a 
general engagement Avas unexpectedly brought on The Empeior 
had at first deemed the troops ivluch he saw a mere scattered corps 
It proved, however, to be the Grand Aimy of the AUies, nearly a 
hundred thousand strong, on its v'ay to Chalons, to jom Bluchei 
and Bcniadotte The fight, oi lather senes of skirmishes, con- 
tinued throughout the day, durmg which Napoleon was several times 
exposed to the greatest danger. At one time, when a hne of his 
cavahy u'^as repulsed and thioivn mto disorder, he rushed amid their 
ranks, called upon them to remember Maiengo, Jena, Austeihtz, and 
Eylau, and, diaAvmg his sword, led a bnlhant and successful charge 
agamst the advancmg foe At another moment, a shell fell at his feet 
he awaited the explosion, and speedily disappeared amid a dense 
column of dust and smoke Foi a few seconds he was beheved to 
have perished, but suddenly emergmg horn the fiery cloud, he 
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cnburg but Trlucb Tvaa toon ascertained to be a detacbment of 
Rutsians commanded by ‘Wintzingerodc The presence of Napoleon 
reintpired bit soldiers and obtained for tbcm a victory 'Wintzm 
gcrodo sought safety in flight, directmg his troops on the two roads 
of Vitry and Bar lo Due, 

Meanwhile disaster! crowded thick upon each other wherever 
Napoleon was not present m person Marmont and Mortier who 
had been left to watch the mobons of Blucher, were attacked at 
Fdro Champenoise by the Alli ed Grand Army and after a severe 
contest which want of numbers rendered unavailing, they bad been 
compelled to retiro to Seanno, suffering heavy losses at almost every 
step from their hot pursuers 

Ilithcrto the Alhes, fearmg that the gomus and enterprise of the 
Emperor would induce bim to resort to a general rising of the popu 
labon in their rear, had hesitated to advance upon the capital It 
remained for Talleyrand, therefore who according to Scott, ‘ knew 
better than any ono how to apply the lever to unfasten tho deep 
foundations of Napoleon a power ** to encourage and determino them 
This crafty mtngucr had already phed his seductive arts with con 
sidcmhlo effect, m Pant His correspondcnco with tho enemy assured 
him that tho Bourbons wero to he retlorod to the throne of France 
Ho accordingly paid his assidoous court to the Boyaluts, m order to 
be permitted to retain the wealth and influence which he had acquired 
under the Empire Such of the old Bepubhean party as had not 
boon biassed by tho patriotism of Carnot, were pCTSuadcd by him that 
tho recall of tho Bourbons was the most favourablo chance for the 
establishment of a liberal and constitutional government. TTin cior 
bous were extended, indeed, through all sects n-nd grades of society 
“ To tho hold,” wo are informed “ he offered on enterprise requiring 
courage to tho tinud, ho showed tho road to teennty to tho 
ambitious tho jirospect of gaming powur and tho guilty, he assured 
of indcnmity and safety ” After having thus committed himself, tho 
irrcfoluhon of tho AJhei was a sulgcct of deep anxiety to bim and 
his coadjutors among whom were tho Ahbi de Pnidt, MISL Bear 
nonnllo, Ho Bonmenno and Chateaubriand whose only hope now 
lay in the triumph of the foreigners. Talleyrand became so feveruh 
at the protracted delay of his now Ihcnds that, in order to quicken 
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tlicir motions, lie despatched to the hcad-quaitcrs of the Sovereigns, 
the following rcniaikahlc epistle: "'You vcntuic notlung, when you 
may safely ■venture all. Vcntuic once more” Reassured by this, 
and by a deputation fiom the Bouibonist Committee m the capital, 
which declared tliat the people only awaited the picsencc of the 
invaders to testify their lo}alty to Louis XVIII., tlic Alhcs com- 
menced a rapid and direct maich upon Paiis. On the 27th, their 
head-quarters were at Collomicrs; on the 28th, -with IMaimont and 
!R[orticr still ictroatiiig before them, tlicy passed the Marne at 
Tripot, and pressed forward towards i\Icaux , and, on tlic evemng of 
the 20tli, tlicy bivouacked on die banks of the Seme, within sight of 
the Imperial city, wliich had been the object of their envy, hatied, 
and terror, for nearly a quarter of a century, — that city which had 
boasted of being ‘'fiist in arms and science, the mistress and example 
of die civihzcd ■world, the depositary of ait, and the arbitress of 
taste ” 

Paris was now a scene of utter confusion. Stragghng bands of 
wounded soldiers, and long trams of alarmed country-people, had 
been pouring mto the city for several days, sunounded by women, 
cliildren, the aged, and the infirm, and accompanied with waggons, 
carts, catde, and such of their household goods as they could hastily 
remove. On the 27th, Joseph Bonaparte held a review m the 
court of the Tuilenes, when aU the troops which could be mustered 
were paraded "with their artillery, and baggage and ammumtion trams, 
before the people, m order to allay the growmg panic On the 28th, 
a meetmg of the Council of Regency was held, at which Mana-Louisa 
presided. Prmce Joseph, acting upon the previous mstructions of 
his brother, urged the immediate departure of the Empress and the 
Ehng of Rome for Blois , Cambac^res and Clarke tendered the same 
counsel, and this finally prevailed over the bolder advice of other 
members of the council and the judgment of the Empress herself, 
who IS said to have mtimated a desire to present herself and her 
son to the citizens, and, by confiding m then* loyalty and patnotism, 
endeavour to arouse the whole population to mute m defending 
the capital to the last extremity. It is useless to speculate on the 
effect of such an appeal upon an excitable people like that of 
Erance The experiment was not tried, even the obvious pie- 
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cantioii of remomi^ tho aittnigfl of tlie sduito &oiu P&ns Vris 
neglected and tlie Frencli empire fell with iti capitflL 

At the Tuilenef, tho night of tho 28th was paased in preparing 
&T the morrow** departure, Hortense the daughter of Joeephme, 
mconsolable at heating flight had been determined on, went 
instantly to the palace and with tear* implored the Empresa to 
remain. At length, finding her efibrt* meffectnal, ahe ex cl aimed, 
as with a prophetic spirit, "If you once qmt these hahs, yon will 
return no more 1 At an m the morning of the 29th the Imperial 
cort^e attended by a majority of the avil authorities, and guarded 
by seven hundred men, «t out for Kamboufllet. Tho Kmg of Home, 
although but three years old, and not imnsed to travelhiig from 
St. Cloud, Compeigne and Fontainebleau, refused, it is aaid by 
M. Pons de 1 H^ranlt and others to quit his apartment when 
summoned for tho journey TTi« obstinacy was such, indeed, that 
the attendant* wore compeHod to use violence with the young Prmce, 
who threw himself on the ground, wept bitterly and declared that 
he would rcmam "My father," he serenJ times cned, "said that 
I was not to go 

Joseph, as Lieutenant General of die Empire remained in Fans, 
and, after the departure of the Empress, published a proclamation, 
calling on tho atixens to take amt. The Councdl of Regency,” 
said this stirnng address, " has provided Ibr the safety of the Empress 
and the King of Borne 1 reuuun with you. Let us arm to defend 
Pans, its monuments, its nches our wives, our children — all tbnt 
18 dear to us Let this vast capital become a camp lor a bnef space, 
and let the enemy be abased beneath tho walls which he hopes to 
overleap m triumph The Emperor is vnnrr'hing to our succour 
Second hi* exertion* by a vigorou* resistance, and the honour of 
Franco wiH be preserved," 

In the course of the day, numerous proclamations of the Alhes and 
tho Bourbons were distributed throughout Pans, decrying Napoleon 
as a tyrant and oppressor and exhorting the people to renounce hi* 
despotism, and replace it hy a salutary nmd legitimate government, 
like that already recogmsod at Bouriaux, which would Tmite all 
parties and nations in a peaceful bond of friendship The "wealthier 
classes of citucna were naturally disposed to listen favourably to any 
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sug 2 ;c<;lions -n-liich promised to s.-ivc tlicir property fiom pillage, and 
tlicir families fiom tlic lullilcss fuiy of tiro barbarian hordes assembled 
round tlicir walls. The multitude, however, who had less to lose, 
and nho better rcmcmbcicd llic ancient horrors of Bourbon rule and 
aristocratic oppression, were eager for resistance, and gathcicd in 
cronds around the public ofliccs to demand arms and officers, ex- 
prcs‘5mg their dctcrminalron to convert Paris into a second Saragossa, 
and to perish beneath tlie rums of their city rather tlian tamely submit 
to forcign-imposed domination ; but treason and alarm among the 
chiefs of the administiation paralysed everything Arms, ammumtion, 
co-operation, and courage, were all wanting, hlorc satisfactory proof 
could not have been required, Uian tins memorable period furnished, 
tliat Franco oivcd her greatness and glory solely to the judicious 
conduct, the bold heart, and the tcemmg brain of Napoleon 

During the night of the 29th, Marmont and Mortier, with about 
ten thousand National Guards, under the veteran Moncey, two or 
three thousand soldiers bclongmg to the various dep6ts in Pans, the 
pupils of llic Polytcclmic school, of the school of Alfort, and of 
the Imperial Guard — chiefly youths from twelve to eighteen years 
of age — a number of invalid veterans, and a few patriotic civihans, 
among whom the distinguished Pons dc I’Herault, Emanuel Du- 
paty. Chariot, Aubert, hlaugum, and Horace Vemet, are worthy of 
honourable remembrance, bivouacked arormd the city and defended 
its approaches Between tlucc and four o’clock, on the morning of 
the 30th, the drums beat to arms The slender force on which Pans 
had then to rely for protection was soon arrayed The troops of the 
hue were on every pomt stationed m front , the battalions of the 
National Guard formed a second Ime, and the Polytechmc and other 
students, under the direction of the mvahds, served the artillery 
The French occupied the range of heights from the forest of Vin- 
cennes and the village of Chaienton on the Mame, to the bndge of 
NeuiUy beyond St Dems on the Seme The whole strength of the 
defendeis was not above five-and-twenty thousand men, while the 
nnemy mustered about one hundred and fifty thousand 

The battle commenced, between seven and eight o’clock, by a Rus- 
sian attack on the wood of Romamville , but here the assailants were 
speedily repulsed by a heavy cannonade; and Marmont, advancmg. 
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took the villago of Fantin in advance of hia line The AUiw however, 
prcacntly brought np addihonal troopi retook the position at the point 
of tho bayonet, and pushed forward, nndor the shelter of the htoghti, 
towards Bellcnlle and McsmlmontanL Again they were driven back 
with nninenso slaughter, and in »nch disorder, that they were now 
compcDed for n timo to •uspond operations, m order to rally and 
reform their lines. About eleven o clock Blnchcr advanced, through 
the plam of St, Dems, against tho heights of Montniartre and other 
corps almost simnltonconily attacked Anhcrvilhcrs, La Villctto, Chau 
mont and Ptiro La Chaise Every position was gallantly contested 
hut valour could avml litdc against tho fearful odds engaged The 
young soldiers, now first brought into action, conducted thomsclvcfl 
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■with tlic cool inticpidit)* of ^ctcrnns — cav.ali 3 *, infantry, and artiUeiy, 
cxlnbilcd the utmo'^t bla^ClJf; and, ere the close of tlic engagement, 
fourteen thousand slain and nounded of the enemy strewed the fields, 
gardens, and glo^cs in the ncighbomhood of Pans. 

About noon, ]\rannonl, behoving that furthci rosistanoc was hope- 
Ics-;, sent to Prince Joseph foi authority to demand a suspension of 
hostilities, in order to ticat for capitulation. Joseph at fiist refused; 
but short 1) afterwards, seeing the immense body of troops colleeted 
at the foot of ^rontmartre, and the cncm 3 '’s shot and shells beginning 
to fall thick in the streets of Paiis, he sent the required pennission to 
treat, and foitlnntli proceeded wnth his staff to join the Empiess on 
the banks of the Jjoirc. At tw o o’clock, a flag of truce w'as sent to 
the Allies, and favourably receh ed ; and at five, articles of caprtulation 
w ere signed at tire ban ler of St. Denis. The night passed quietly , 
but it was a sleepless and bitter one to nine-tenths of the Parisians ; 
who thought not more of the departure of the national glory, and 
returning despotism, than of the doubtful fate of him whose presence 
they foiidlj' believed would still have been sufficient to save them 
fiom humiliation. 

Agreeably to tlic terms of surrender, Marraont and Moitiei, eaily 
on Uic morning of the 31st, marched with all the troops of the Ime 
then quartered in Pans or the vicinity, towards the Lone, and 
immediately afterwards a number of Poyahsts assembled in gioups 
in tlic public squares, on the Boulevards, and in the gardens of the 
Tuilencs, wdiere they distributed large numbers of Bourbon procla- 
mations and w'hite bow’-s, and endeavoured to raise the once famihar 
cry of “ Vive le Boi ’ ” Then exlioitations, however, though hstened 
to without interruption, as yet ehcifed no response. ‘‘ The silence,” 
says Sosthenenes dc Rochefoucauld, the pnncipal royahst oiatoi on 
the occasion, ‘"was most dismal” Eveiy effoit was made to create 
excitement Ladies, driven in open carnages though the streets, 
sought, by exercismg the smiles and blandishments of beauty, by 
distributing lilies, and tearing their white scarfs and handkei chiefs 
to form cockades, to arouse a feehng of chivalnc gallantry m the 
populace, but all was unavailing, till about noon, when the troops 
of the Alhes first appeared m the streets , then famt and feeble cries 
of “Vive le Roi ! Vive I’Erapereur Alexandre* Vive le Roi de 
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PruBse I ” began to b« heard from the crowd, which, fearmg that what 
had been done was irremediahlo, began to be aimon* to conciliate the 
protection of the conquerors. A few of the National Guards now 
plucked the in-oolor from thar caps, and assumed the white ribbon , 
and a transfer of loyalty having thus commenced, there seemed, 
espedally among the agents of government and the gent (Tamea 
a dispoaition to try a race for fevour To testify their excess of 
zeal, a few of the newly converted, outstripping the old royalists, 
hastened to the Place Venddme, and festenmg a halter round the 
neck of Napoleon a statue which surmonnted the colnmn of Auster 
ht^ attempted to drag it finm its elevation The march of the Alhes 
occupied several hours, grd formed a scene snch as had never before 
been witnessed m Pans The C*ar and the King of Prussia were 
surrounded, and followed by bearded Cosaacks, by Circassian chiefr 
in complete mail, by Baskir* with their bows and arrows, by fhr-clad 
Tartars and Sibenani and by tnrbaned slaves finm the burning east, 
as well as by scarcely more avxhied Swedes Pmssisns Hnnganans 
Bohemians Bavarians, and Saxons. AU ages u well as countnes,** 
says Mr Lockhart, seemed to have sent them represestatiTesi, to 
stalk as victon amidst the natum which but yesterday, had claimed 
glory above tho dre ams of antiquity and the undisputed mastery of 
the European world. ’ The Emperor of Knasm freed his head- 
quarters according to previous arrangement, at the residence of 
Talleyrand where he was soon surrounded by all who wished to 
profit from his good office* and by diplomatist* from all the powers 
m arm* agamit Napoleon. Pans at thu moment, exhibited a strange 
spectaclo of mingled humiliation and triumph, gnef and T^oiaug 
treachery, loyalty, and puefllanmuty hope, fear, and despair A 
new revolution had taken place in which no part was reserved for 
tho people, but that of submission and to the nnpenons dictates 
of a foreign vanquuhor — the Sovereign of a nation of marketable 
slaves. 

In tho mcantimo Napoleon having pushed forward, on the 27th of 
March, to Vitry had there learned that Blucher and Schwartienburg 
harmg cficctcd their dreaded junction, were m fell march upon Pont 
Ho garo immediate orders for returning to St Diner, and thence by 
Donlevent and Troyes to descend the Seme and if possiblo to reach 
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tlie capital ere tlie fatal blow sbould be shuck. At Doulevent, in the 
afternoon of tlie 28 tbj the Emperor was met by an emissaiy of bis 
Postmaster-General, M. de la Valette, wbo brought a small billet, 
wrrtter in cipher, — the first official communication that had been 
received ffiom Pans for ten days. The contents of this note were as 
follows • The parhsans of the foreigner, encouraged by what has 
occurred at PomdeauN, and seconded by secret mtngues, are making 
head The presence of the Emperor is indispensable, if he wishes 
to prevent his capital from being dehvered to the enemy. jN^ot a 
moment is to be lost ” At Doulencouit, on the following day, it 
was announced, that an attack upon Pans was hourly expected 
The Emperor was hastening, as fast as his troops could move, to the 
lehef of his best beloved city; but as it was impossible for the amiy 
to reach the scene of action for a day or two, he despatched an 
aide-de-camp to spread mtelhgence of his approach, and desne the 
citizens to jom the soldiers m protractmg the defence of the capital 
The troops accompanymg Napoleon marched fifreen leagues that day, 
and early on the following mommg resumed their march. 

A htde beyond Troyes, the Emperor threw himself mto a post- 
chaise, and, with a small escort, travelled with the utmost speed 
towards Paris In changmg horses, intelhgence was received, first, 
that the Empress and the King of Pome had departed for Blois, 
next, that the enemy was at the gates of the capital , and, lastly, that 
the attack had commenced. From ViUeneuve I’Archeveque to Fon- 
tainebleau he galloped on horseback, and thence proceeded m a 
carnage to Fromenteau, where, at ten o’clock at night, he was met 
by the cavahy of General BeUiard, and learned that he had amved 
too late — the capitulation had been signed five hours, and many of 
the troops which had fought during the mommg had already evacu- 
ated then positions, and were retirmg to jom the Emperor Napoleon 
was greatly agitated. “ What means this he demanded of Belhard 
“ Why here with the cavalry ? Where is the enemy ? Where are my 
wife — my boy Where Marmont — Mortier'^” The General related 
what had occurred. The Emperor could scarcely be convinced of the 
reahty of his tale. He was but a few miles from Pans, and deter- 
mmed to proceed thither, to see if even yet measures might not be 
adopted to save the city “ Come,” he cned, " we must to Paris. 
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-AB goes •wrong m mj absence- They do nothing but blundor 
They should have defended the walls to the utmost.** He would 
not be persuaded to desist from his purpose of proceeding till he 
met General Canal, at the head of the first column of i nfa ntr y, 
who gare the tame account of afiairt as Belhard, and added, 
" If you venture to Pans, you will assuredly rush iq>on death or 
captivity ” The Emperor now halted- Caulamcourt had been 
already despatched to the head-quarters of the Alli es, with autho- 
nty to accept whatever termi might be ofiered- About four o’clock 
in the morning the Minister tent to hia master who was waiting at 
an inn on the banks of the Essonne, to inform him that the Alhes 
were to enter Pans that morning and that at present nothing could 
be safely risked to avert such a catastrophe Napoleon upon this 
stepped mto his carnage, and returned to Fontamehleau, which he 
re-entered at bh in the mommg of the 31st of March- 




CHAPTER L 

PARIS — FONTAINEBLEAU — THE ALLIES REFUSE TO TREAT WITH NAPOLFON 

TREACHERY OF MARMONT — GENERAL DEFECTION OF THE MARSHALS — 

ABDICATION DEPARTURE TOR ELBA 1814 


ESOLVED befoie-liand on the course lie 
intended to pm sue, but jealous of tbe 
reputation foi magnanimity as well as tbe 
mibtary fame of Napoleon, tbe Czar was 
no sooner settled m tbe hotel of Talley- 
land, tban be signified a desire to learn 
tbe sentiments of tbe Erencb people as to 
tbe fiitme goveniment of tbeir coimtry, 
mtimatmg, however, at the same time, 
that '^be would have nothing fuitbex to do with tbe Emperor ” Tliroc 
comses, be said, weie open. — to estabbsb a regency on behalf of tlie 
King of Borne , to elect Bemadotte to the tbionc ; or to recall the 
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BourbonA Alexander himself, according to his promise advocated 
the cause of Bemadotte but this was well understood to be merelj a 

ruae Neseelrode, the Eusaian Mimster, having pronoualy declared, 

that “ Louis X V I n. would resume his sceptre ’ and TaHeyrand and 
those with whom he acted, at once rqected the adventurer who had 
borne arms against his country, not certainly patnotiam on thei r 
own part, but because they knew that, supmo as the people appeared, 
they would never submit to the propoeea dominatiom * The only 
i possible altematiye, said Talleyrand, * is Bonaparte or the Bourbons 
I If we are to have a soldier, we will retam our present Sovereign, who 
IS the first wamor in the world. liouis XV J IL and Napoleon are 
pnnaplea — all else is an mtngne " The Abb^ de Pradt, whom 
egotism always prompted to take part in what was likely to render 
him conspicuous, however contradictory or devoid of principle this 
diseased cravin g for notoriety might exhibit him, hesitated not to 
answer m the name of France — ** Wo are all RoynlistB The whole 
people demand the restoration of our legitimate Monarch ' The 
q^uestion was thus decided M3d Fenand Choiseul Chatesnbnand 
and a few others shouted Vive le Boi” in the saloon of the Pnnce 
of Benerentum and the Moscovite unused to hear the voice of a 
nation expressed through any other medium than that of the holders 
of the heritable knout, was immediately convinced that the * Groat 
Man whose friendship was a iavour conferred by the gods had 
ceased to reign in the hearts of his subjects as well as in the councils 
of the Alhes ‘ I will not agam treat with Napoleon or any member 
of his family, exclaimed the Autocrat and, m less than two hours 
afterwards, the walls of Pans were placarded with papers, announcing 
that determination as a theme of national congratulatioii and bearing 
tho following very sigrifiwmt affix — “ Michand, Printer to the 
King” 

On the mommg of the Ist of April, tho Conservative Senate con 
vened by Talleyrand, met to appoint a Pronaional Government a 
proceeding which bore a less questionable character than it otherwise 
would have done, in consequence of the flight of Mana Louisa and 
the Council of Regency The list of members to be chosen was pro 
pared by TaUcyrand, who presided at the sitting, and consisted of 
himself. General Boumonville, Count Jancourt, the Duke d Alberg, 
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and tlie Abb6 Montesquieu. Tbe Senate confirmed these appomt- 
ments, and a new ministry was foitbwith mstalled — tbe Abb6 Louis 
taking tbe Depaitment of Lmance, Geneial Dupont, wbo bad made 
tbe unfoitunate capitulation of bis coips at Baylen, m Spam, took tbe 
War Miiiistiy , Malouet, tlie Admualty, DesoUes, tbe command of 
tbe National Guard, De Bouiiienne, tbe office of Postmastei -Geneial, 
and tbe Abb6 de Pradt, tbe Cbancelloisbip of tbe Imperial Legion of 
Honour ! 

On tbe 2nd of April, tbe Senate published a deciee, m wbicb tbe 
foUowmg statements weie unblusbmgly msisted upon — That tbe 
Emperoi bad violated tbe Constitution, by laismg arbitrary and illegal 
taxes, tbat be bad dissolved tbe Legislative body without necessity, 
assunung to be himself tbe lepiesentative of tbe people , tbat be bad 
pubbsbed unconstitutional deciees, declaimg the war maintamed 
agamst tbe Albes a national wai, wbeieas it concerned only bis mdi- 
vidual ambition, tbat be bad violated tbe Constitution, by estabbsbmg 
state pnsons , tbat be bad abobsbed tbe responsibibty of Ministers, 
destroyed the mdependence of tbe judicial authorities, suppressed 
tbe bberty of tbe press, and converted tbat powerful engme into 
an mstiument to slander foreign governments and promulgate false 
maxims of pobey, tbat mstead of reignmg, according to bis oath, for 
tbe honour, bappmess, and glory of tbe Nation, be bad distressed the 
country, abused its lesomces both of men and money, abandoned 
tbe sick and wounded of bis army, without diessmg, medicme, or 
sustenance, and occasioned tbe rum of towns, tbe depopulation of 
tbe country, and produced famine and pestilence In consequence of 
these several misdemeanours, Napoleon was declared to have forfeited 
for himself and bis family tbe Imperial throne; tbe people and tbe 
army of Prance were released from tbeir oaths of fidebty, and tbe 
Provisional Government was decreed to be tbe only legally con- 
stituted existmg authority. On tbe same day, tbe Municipal Council 
of the Seme declared for tbe Bourbons, and overtures were made to 
the various marshals and generals wbo still surrounded Napoleon, 
to mduce them to desert tbeir old master, and, by sanctionmg tbe 
choice of tbe Albes, secure the enjoyment of then: honours, pensions, 
and places 

Tbe Emperor, meanwhile, remamed at Pontamebleau, where many 
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of lua pnnciptLl officers speedily congregated to eiert such influence 
ai they conceived to be necessary for their oTvn interett upon the 
progress of afikiia. Moncey XjQ Febvre, Oudinot, Berthier, Ney 
and Macdonald, -^nth the mnuster Maret, were still in attendance 
on their chief but some of them now continued m his suite rather 
to watch tliffu to aid Hthi. Napoleon, from tune to time, communi 
cated to them all that he could Icam concerning the proceedings of 
the Alhes but he no longer had iaithful councillors ready to nak 
all for the service of their Sovereign — whose canse they had been 
taught to consider apart from of France and the national 
independence "When Caulamcourt arrived on the night of the 
2nd of April, with the definite answer of the ADies, that they would 
not again treat with Napoleon for himself, the marshals seem at once 
to hare determined on demonstrating the truth of Montesqmeu s 
pohhcal Tuaxnn, that “by heaping benefits on men you deprave 
yourself of their adherence m tunes of danger as their first thoughts 
win be to preaerve wbat they have acqmredL” They united in 
requeatmg that, for the peace of the country and his own safety, he 
would formally relinquish the crown, and by personal sacrifice 
giro repose to the world The Emperor was imdetennined He stall 
had troops scattered throughout the country which he knew to be 
devoted to bim- Soult^ m the south, bad fifty thousand men Sachet 
fifteen thousand Pnneo Eugene, m Italy was at the head of upwards 
of thirty thousand Augcreau, whose treason was still unknown, had 
with him fifteen or anteen thousand General Maison, in the north 
had about twenty thousand numerous regunents remamed in gamson 
along the Rhine, at Antwerp Bergen op-Zoom, and other places 
and quartered in the Ticmity of Fontamebleau were nearly fifty 
thousand under Napoleon s own eye Collecting these, it was not 
impoffiblo to make a noble stand agamst all tho forces his enemiea 
could bring mto tho field* Although seven or eight hundred 
thousand men were arrayed agamst him the dispanty bnil boon 
os great m tho campaigns of Italy, and even in that which had just 
closed, yet on nearly every point of action where Napoleon hod 
been present, his eagles had sped triumphantly These considerationB 
for a timo had duo weight. 

On tho monung of tho 3rd, tho Emperor rmtod tho outt>o*t8 of 
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his aimy, and encouiaged the troops with hopes that the occupation 
of Pans would be but tempoiary In the afternoon, he held a review 
in die court of the palace, and haranguing the soldiers, mfoimed them 
of the ^^treasonable proceedings in the capital, where emigrants, 
whom he had done wrong to pardon, had mounted the white cockade 
and joined the foe.” He told them what sacrifices he had ofieied 
to purchase peace. That he had consented not only to abandon the 
conquests of the Empire, but those of the Eepublic, and to retire 
within the limits of ancient Fiance, adding that this had been 
deemed msufficient. With the newly acquned territory of the 
country, it was to be deprived of its meed of fair fame, of the very 
colours under which its renown had been achieved The hhes of 
the debauched Louis XV. and of the imbecde Louis XVI, were 
to supersede the glorious tn~coloi of the Great Nation. An 
universal shout arose ftom the ranks, and mterrupted the Emperor 
in his address. ‘^To Pans i Pans*” was the enthusiastic ciy; and 
Napoleon responded to it, by giving instant orders to prepare for a 
march on the morrow 

Most of the marshals were by this time in coriespondence with 
the so-called Provisional Government, the members of which were 
merely the tools of the Alhes, and the resolution to renew the 
war was regarded by them as likely to put to unnecessary hazard the 
stakes for which they were playing. They consequently, havmg 
consulted together for a moment, followed Napoleon to his cabmet, 
where, after renewing then advice that he should abdicate, they 
plainly declared then deter minataon to follow him no further in 
what they all looked upon as a hopeless contest The Emperor 
took the night for consideiation, and on the 4th, aftei a long con- 
ference, which the soldiers beheved to have been held for arranging 
mditary operations, and the close of which was eagerly looked for 
as the signal to advance upon the capital, it was made known that 
the Emperor had signed the foUowmg act of abdication — 

“The Alhed Powers havmg proclaimed that the Emperor Napoleon 
is the sole obstacle to the le-estabhshment of peace m Europe, the 
Emperor Napoleon, faithful to his oath, declares that he is ready 
to descend fi.om the throne, to lehnquish France, and even life, for 
the good of the country, which is inseparable ftom the rights of his 
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son, those of the regency of the Emprea, and the ma mtenance of 
the laws of the Empire 

" Done at our palace of Fontameblean, the 4th of April, 1814* 

“Napoleon 

Canlamcourt, Ney and itacdonald were appointed the bearers 
of this act to the ADies The Emperor wished to have added 
Mannont, but that officer was said to bo at Essonne with his corps, 
whence it was not thought advisable to remove him. He had, 
h o wever m feet removed himself having, as soon as it was rumonred 
that Napoleon contemplated a movement upon Pans, entered into 
a pnvate agreement with the enemy to frustrate die Emperor s 
puipose, by marching his troops withm the hnes of the Allies Until 
this defection, not only the self-constitated Provisional Government, 
hut the Sovereigns who countenanced it, were in great trepidation. 
Their projects m favour of the Bourbons had met with no support 
from the people who, indeed, seemed to grow daily more indisposed 
to the ‘ Roftoratian and Talleyrand and his colleagues were alarmed 
beyond measure wben it wu known that Napoleon in abdicating 
had strpnlated for a regency I was awakened at night,” says 
De Boumenne “by an express wbicb summoned me to the Hdtel 
de Talleyrand We [the Pronsional Ministers] werre under feelings 
of conttemation which it would be difficult to describe Indeed had 
a regency been established, voluntary exile alone could have saved 
ns.” Even the callous heart and iron nerves of Talleyrand appear 
to have been shaken by terror and he eagerly questioned ercuy man 
connected with the army with whom he came m contact, as to the 
' nltenor inlontioiia of the soldiery 

"While this feverish anxiety contmued and until Mannont had com 
ploted his contract, hy actually putting his troops m the power of the 
Alhoa, tho marahnls, who thought that nothing ought to be required 
from Napoleon further than hia personal abdication received no 
answer to their mission The Cur required a few hours to consult 
tho King of Prussia, as he protended before finally doadmg This 
interval was dexterously made use of to mduce Mannont to order 
tho instant advance of his troops to VertaiDes, About five o clock m 
tho morning of tho 5th of April tho soldiers were accordingly put m 
motion, — as they and all but two or three of tho pnnapal officers 
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believed, — to make a flank attack on tbe position of the enemy Aftei 
marching some distance, however, and perceivmg that then motions 
were watched, without bemg mtenupted, by a stiong Bavaiian foice, 
they began to suspect the tiuth, and bioke into open mutmy, ex- 
claiming loudly against those by whom they had been betrayed 
Several small bodies, among whom weie a numbei of Pohsh lanceis, 
qmtted the lanks, and not only lefused to go furthei with their 
comrades, but actually returned to Fontainebleau, to mfoim the 
Empeioi of what had occurred. The rest, seemg that they were 
surroimded by a far supenoi force, submitted to the exigency of the 
moment, and became virtually prisoners of war “ Marmont,” says 
De Bounienne, saved all he was the hero of the day The 
Provisional Government waited upon him m a body to comphment 
him ” 

The result is soon told The AJhes, when satisfied that Maimont’s 
treachery had been consummated, no longer hesitated to give their 
answer, which was, that nothmg wordd be listened to from Napoleon, 
but unconditional abdication for himself and his family. It is strange 
that Ney and Macdonald, who professed to be still the friends and 
advocates of Napoleon, and to whom the xmblushmg duplicity of 
diplomacy was new, were not ashamed of then errand They 
returned with Caulamcouit to Fontamebleau, to counsel submission 
to the last humiliation 

Tire Emperoi, when mformed of Marmont’s defection, and that 
Fontamebleau now lay open to the Alhes, who were gradually 
diawmg then tioops closer aiound the position, was greatly agitated, 
but he did not give vent to his feehngs further than by exclanmng, — 
“ Ungrateful man ' He will be more unhappy than I ” In the 
comse of the day, however, an address to the troops was published, 
m which the recent proceedmgs m the capital were freely commented 
upon “ The Duke of Bagusa,” said the proclamation, " has gone 
over to the Alhes The Senate has presumed to dispose of the 
French Government, forgettmg that it owes to the Empeior the 
power which it has abused The Emperor saved one half of its 
members from the storms of the Bevolution, and drew the other 
half from obscurity, and protected it agamst the hatred of the people. 

A sign was a command to the Senate, which was always ready 
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to do more than it was required. The Senators haye spohen of Kbels 
published against foreign poTVon bnt they haye not stated that 
those libels Tvere prepared in theor own assembly While fortimo 
smiled on them Soyereign, these men were tmthfuL If, as has been 
said, the Emperor despised them, they hayn now conymccd the world, 
tbnt it was not without reason.” 

When the Imperial Commisaoners arnyed at head quarters, and 
delivered an account of their proceedings, Napoleon was at first 
desirons to breai off all negociabon, and appeal once more to the 
troops The generals, however were deorons of closing the ques- 
tion, and urged that one hostfle army was posted between Essonne 
and Pans another on the right bank of the Seme several corps were 
m possession of the roads to Chartres and Orleans, and others were 
dispersed between the Yonne and the Ix)ire so that resistance was 
hopeless. The Emperor was little taoved by these representations of 
difficultiet. “ Roads ” he said, ** that are closed agamit cotmerrs wiD 
soon open before fifty thousand men.” He was then reminded, that 
the war must henceforth assume the character of a anl contest, and 
bo prolonged chiefly by partisan bands This was a point on which 
ho was known to be weak- His early horror of the teicctses of the 
Bovolution had never been obliterated and he had not oven con 
fidored himself justified m exciting domestic commobon m the 
domimons of his enemies. After bnef considerabon ho agreed to 
renounce all prospect of defending France “ But,” ho added " Italy 
affords a retreat worthy of us Will you follow me across the Alps ?” 
A profound silence ensued and Napoleon saw that his old comrades 
no longer considered their mtercsts identified with hu ** I^ at that 
moment,” says Baron Fain, * he had quitted the saloon and entered 
tho hall, where the inferior generals wore -g fl ifiTi g he would have 
found a host of young men eager to follow him and had be advanced 
a stop farther, he would have been greeted at the foot of tho great 
staircase by tho ferve n t acclamabons of ttH his troops, whose enthu 
siasm would have reanimated his heart. But Napoleon was govemod 
by tho habits of his reign and believed that it was impossible for 
him to succeed without the great officers, who had assisted hnn in 
former achiovcmonts. At length, the Emperor exclaimed, with great 
fcolemnity Ton seek for ropoao, tako it then bnt yon know not 
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Ilow many (roubles and dangcit. a\\ait you on your beds of down. 
A few jrnjs of that peace, wliicli 50U arc about to purchase so 
dcarU , vill cut ofl more of 3011 <ban noidd (be most sanguinary 
war.” 



Napoleon then took his pen, and hastily drew the following act of 
abdication : — 

The Alli ed Powers having proclaimed that the Empeioi is the 
sole obstacle to the re-establishment of peace m Em ope, the Empeior, 
faithfid to his oath, declares that he lenoimces for himself and his 
children the thiones of France and Italy, and that there is no 
sacrifice, even that of life, which he is not ready to make for the 
mterests of France 

“ Napoleon.” 

With this document the Commissioners retmned to Paris, and the 
A 111 ns lesumed the negociations — now without the mtervention of ' 
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Talleyrand and lua ProTiaional Goremment, who had only been per 
nutted to exert a ahew of anthonty while their influence waa concayed 
to be useful, aa counterpoising that of the Emperor 'Ihe treaty, aa 
finally agreed upon stipulated Napoleon should retam hia 

Imperial title, and have the island of Elba assigned to hm in fill! 
sovereignty aa a residence A revenue of art miUiona of franca, 
chargeable on the great book of France, waa alao aettled on him, 
the Empress Josephine, and the other members of the Emperor’s 
family, were to have pensione amounting altogether to two Tnilhona 
and a half and on Mana Louisa and the King of Borne were j»n 
ferred the duchiea of Parma, Placentia, and GnastaDa, Napoleon 
wished to have been admitted as a party to the arrangement of the 
future government of France and on his request to this effect being 
refusod, ho sent to demand back the act of abdication from Caulam 
court who however, had already deposited it with the Sovereigni, 
as a preliminary stop to nogociationa 

On the llth of April, the trea^ was signed by the AThes and 
next day the Coxmt d Artois mado his public entry, as Lientonant 
General of France for Loma ^V li i- mto Pans The National Guard 
escorting the Prormonal Oovemment, went out to meet byrn but 
even hu best friends are said to have been aomewbat ebagnned to see 
him guarded by Cossacks There ware a few cheers and an occa 
fional cry of " No more conscnption no more consohdated taxes 1 ” 
“ But the enthunasm, says De Boomenno, " was confined to the 
cavalcade which accompanied the Pnneo or appeared exclusively 
among the upper classes. The people looked on with ordinary 
cunonty and wonder ’ Such was the restoration of the Bourbons, 
It might have been regarded as onunoua of the fate of the dynasty 
and ought to have been treasured aa a valuable lesson by those who 
m forcibly changing the Sovereign of a great nation, hod no power 
to obliterate the remembrances and antipathies of the people, or to 
impart reoion and benignity to the Pnnee whom they bml entrusted 
with power 

Napoleon was now under g oing the most acuto mental distress, 
** Subdued by defection and not by hostflo arms ” Tjhi Cases, 
“ ho felt all that could rouse the indignation of a lofty rmnil, or picrco 
ft kmd heart. His friends forsook hirn his servants betrayed hrm 
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one hnd surrendered liis nrmy ; anotlicr liis treasury. Tlic men -whom 
lie had reared, maintained, and loaded with favours, industriously 
MTought for his overthrow; and his wife and child were prevented 
from joining and solacing him This weight of affliction appears to 
have suggested a resolution to free himself from life. An autograph 
letter, VTitten to the Empress, has been prcscr^cd, in which he sa}s, 
that ' she must prepare herself for the worst — c^on the death of the 
Emperor ' " 

On the night of tlic 12lh, according to Fain’s ‘^lanuscriptof 1814,’ 
extraordinary agitation arose in the palace. Tlic servants, filled mith 
alarm, ran hurriedly from chamber to chamber. Physicians were 
summoned, and a profusion of medicines administered to coimteiact 
tlic effect of poison which the Emperor "was ascertained to have taken. 
After ^*iolcnt aguish paroxysms, succeeded by a dcath-hke stupor, the 
alarming sjTuptoms disappeared, when Napoleon seemed resigned to 
liis fate, and exclaimed, — God has ordained that I should hve ” 
Tin's account, it must be added, notwitlistandmg the authonty on 
wliich it has been given, and the apparent behef of its correctness by 
Las Cases, is contradicted by Marct, Caulaincourt, and others who 
were present, and who affirm that the sudden indisposition of the 
Emperor was but the natural result of the anxiety and want of repose, 
wliich he had for a length of time experienced. It is certain, never- 
theless, tliat, on the morning of the 13th, Napoleon called for and 
signed the treaty which he had previously refused to sanction; and, 
at the same time, he informed his attendants that he had ceased to 
reign, enjoining them to submit to the new government, as henceforth 
the only rallying pomt for the French peopld 

From that period till the 20th, the Emperor was chiefly occupied 
in preparations for his departure to Elba, concerning the people, 
productions, and capabihties of which he seemed eager to obtain 
information His followers, under various pretexts, gradually stole 
away, and gave in their adherence to the government Ney, Mac- 
donald, Victor, Claike, Oudmot, and lastly, the loyal” Berthier, 
went to pay their respects to the victorious Sovereigns, and to take 
once more the sulhed hand of Bemadotte, who was again lodged 
in the capital of his native country It is creditable to the populace 
of Paris, that this unwoithy man found his situation among the 
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enemies of France a disagreeable one Not onlj bad bos hopes 
of succeeding to the Imperial tfirone been cmsbed, but he iras daily 
greeted by the crotrd with loud cnca of " Down with the traitor — the 
peojurerl” Has place of residence was so besieged and became so 
exceedingly unpleasant, if not dangerous, that after a few days, ho 
quitted Pans and returned to Sweden “ He was greatly surprised ** 
■ays hiB friend and confidant. Do Boumenne, “that the French 
people could yield so readily to receive back the Bourbons , and I 
on my part felt equally astonished tha^ with hii experience, Bema 
dotte should have been simple enough to imagine that in changes 
of government the mchnatioiis of the people are consulted*” This 
bnef sentence is highly characteristic both of the discarded secretary 
and the recreant general 

In the meantime, the Empress Mana Louisa had gone from BIois 
to Orleans, and thence returned to RamhoniHet where she received 
•• viKit finm her father fiem whom she in vam entreated permission 
to rejoin her husband "WTiatever may hare been her afiection for 
Napoleon, she was indignant at the treatment which he her son, 
and herself had experienced and when it was proposed to introduce 
to her the Cxar whom she believed to be the cause of all her 
nusfortxmes she ponbrely refused to seo him "Will he make 
me a prisoner before your eyes?” she asked with bitterness ‘ If 
he enter here, it will be by force, and I shall retire to my chamber, 
thither I suppose he will not dare to follow me.” The daughter 
of the Ceisan, and the consort of Napoleon, however, was now 
nothing more than an Archduchess of Austria and Pranas, exertmg 
his paternal authority and promiimg that her separation fiium her 
husband should bo but temporary constramed her to receive her 
unwelcome vititor, though he could gam for him nothing but a 
coldness approaching to scorn* “I have but one wish,” she said, 
when asked what could bo done for ber personal gratification “ it 
IS, the liberty to return to the bosom of my famiT y ” A few days 
aAcrwardi, she and her son wero sont under a guard of honour to 
Vicniia. Napoleons mother and Cardinal Fes^ had already set 
out for Bomo and the Fnnccs Joseph, Ixims, and Jerome, were on 
fricir way to SwiUcrlond* 

The Comnusnoners appointed by England Russia, Austria, and 
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Pni^sin, to conduct tlic Emperor to Elba, nrnvcd nt Fontainebleau 
on Uic I6tb of April; but the arrangements for departure were 
not completed till the lOtli, on the evening of wliicb day, the 
Mameluke Eoustan and the confidential valet Constant, in imitation 
of their superiors, abandoned their old master. The Grand Marshal 
Bertrand. Generals Drouot, Cambrone, and a few other persons, 
remained faithful to the deposed monarch, and foui hundred of 
tlie Imperial Guard obtained permission to accompany liim mto 
exile It was affecting to witness the strife that occurred among 
llicse devoted \ ctcrans for the honour of selection 

At noon on the 20th, the carriages of the Emperor and the 
Commissioners were draivn up in the court of the ChevaUBlanc at 
the foot of the great stair-ease, which Napoleon and his attendants 
shortly afterwards descended The Imperial Guards wcie ranged m 
lines on each side, and in front stood the Duke of Bassano (Maret), 
vho, in all his reverses, had not thought of quittmg Napoleon; 
Generals Bclliard, Fouler, and Kosakowski; Colonels de Bussy, 
Anatolc hfontcsquicu, Gourgaud, and Vousovutch; the Count de 
Turenne; Barons Fain, hicgngny, La Place, and Lelorgne d’Ideville, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Athalin, and the Chevalier Jouanne. These, 
adding Caulaincourt and General Flahault, wlio were then absent 
on missions, were all that remained of the most brilliant court in 
Europe; — of that court where Emperors and Kings had deemed 
themselves honoured when admitted as suitors. The Emperor shook 
hands cordially with all who were near him, and expressed a desire 
to address lus Guard, whose eyes at his approach were filled with 
tears In a moment the most profound silence reigned, and Napoleon, 
in a firm, clear voice, spoke as follows • — 

Generals, oflUcers, sub-officers, and soldiers of my Old Guard, I 
bid you farewell* During twenty years I have been content with 
you, havmg always found you m the path to glory. The Alhed 
Powers have armed all Europe against me, part of the army has 
betrayed its duty, and France itself has chosen othei destimes 'With 
you, and the brave men who remained faithful to me, I might have 
mamtamed a civil wai foi three years , but that would have rendeied 
France miserable, which was contrary to my wishes. Be faithful to 
the new Sovereign which France has chosen. Neyei abandon our 
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beloved country — too long tmbnppy! Do not lament my fate I 
•boll alinip bo happy ■while I know that you ore so I could have 
— nothing would have been easier — but I •will not cease to 
pursue the road to honour I live to record the deeds wo have 
done together I cannot embrace you nH but I will embrace your 



General Come Generali” Here ho folded General Petit m his 
arms ‘Bring hither the eagle!” Ho embraced the ensign of his 
lost power and continued, Dolored eagle! may these kisses be 
treasured m the hearts of tho brave I Adieu, my children I hly 
brave companions, surround me once more My prayers shall 
accompany you always Preserve my remembrnneo I 

Tears fell fast from tho eyes of tho old soldiers and their sobs 
rose frequent and loud. Tho Emperor hirnKplf was ov cr como, and 
hastened to his camsgo in which Bertrand had already taken his 
place. Tho signal was immediately given and tho cortege departed 
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from Fontmiicblcaii. 'J'lic journey lo tlic const occupied eight days. 
]')uring the first part of it, nothing Mas licard hut shouts of “Vive 
rihupcrcur !” — a had compliment foi the Bomhons — and imprecations 
on the Allies and their Commissioners. The latter pretended to fear 
that the reception of their chaigc at Ljons would be unfavourable, 
and adopted what precautions they could against outrage, enteiing 
the toini by night, and ns privately ns possible. It has been 
suggested, that these premature preparations indicated a knowledge 
that means had been resorted to in order to render them necessary. 
However this may be, a multitude was assembled in tlic streets, and 
instead of curses, sjunpathctic acclamations arose on all sides An 
elderly female in deep mourning, nishing to tlie door of the 
Imperial carriage, cried, “ Sire ! hlay the blessings of Heaven attend 
you 1 Endeavour to make yourself happy. They tear you from us ; 
but our hearts arc "with you wheresoever you go.” The Austrian 
Commissioner was entirely disconcerted at this manifestation of attach- 
ment. “ Let us begone ! ” he shouted, “ I have no patience with 
Uiis mad woman. Tlic people have not common sense ” 

A short distance from Valence, Augcrcau appeared on the road 
Napoleon, who knew not of the hlarshal’s trcachciy, alighted from his 
Ciamage to speak -willi lus old comrade. He took off liis hat . the 
General remained covered. “ Arc you going to Court ” asked the 
former At present,” answered Augereau, “ I am on my way to 
Lyons.” — “ Your corps has behaved badly,” said Napoleon “ Of 
what have you to complain^” rephed the Maishal “your msatiable 
ambition, to winch you sacnficed everything, has brought us to our 
present condition. I care no more for the Bourbons than for you, 
and have no account to rendei you ” Upon this, he imceiemomously 
turned his back on his former Soveieign, who returned to his carnage 
“ How different,” says De Boumenne, “ would have been an en- 
counter with the Duke of Castiglione in the Tuileries ' Theie, who more 
obsequious than the httle Augereau ^ As it was, the conduct of that 
officei exhibited only low-bied msolence ” One of the Commissioners 
of the Alhes, astonished that Napoleon should have deigned to notice 
the traitor, informed his Majesty that the General had entered into 
an understanding with the invaders several weeks before Am hour 
afterwards, some detachments of the army of Lyons were met, who 
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rendered to the 'Emporor ell the honotnn they •were accurtotned ' 
yield -while he Traa rtill on the throne * Stte^” exclaimed more thi 
one of the old soldiera, * Manhal Angercau has »old your troops I” 

Aj the cavalcade advanced, cncs of “Vive lo Eoil” became fr' 
^nent, and the populace of a few towns, instigated by Koyalist 
•who reminded them of the terron of the conscription, the weight 
taxation, the restnehons on trade, and the «nflemig« indicted on tl 
country by the contmnance of -war, -which they attributed to “ tl 
tyrant Napoleon, came forth to insult, if not to assassinate bim. H 
Cossack guards, it may bo preaumed, "would have offered httle rems 
ance had this deosivo outrage been attempted but the Comnu 
siouers took prudent precaitticmB to avoid an appeal to thmt generosu 
or honour 

False rumours wero spread on the road and the Emperor, changir 
Ins dress but without di^rscing himself as -was required, with tl 
white ribbon, rode on horseback, m advance of his escort, occasional] 
auswonng questions and laughing good humouredly at obscrraooi 
concerning himself All appeared to be alarmed, except >»iTn 
safety was concerned and he is admitted to have betx^ed t 
outward symptomB of agitation hut to ha-vo channed every ono I 
the caso and offiibiUty of his converaatian, and the nch stores < 
memory and imagtnatton. which he displayed,” At he is report* 
to have been betrayed for b moment into petulance, by the voerfe 
otions of the mob * The inhabitant* of this part of France,” he tan 
“ arc always tho samo — mere braggarts and desperadoes At ti 
comraoncement of the 'Eovolntion they committed frightful massacre 
It IS now aghtoen years tme© I first caime among them, with tw 
or friroo thousand men, to deliver some Eoyohsts, -whom thi^ ha 
throatenod to hong Their cruno was tho wearing of -whito cockndci 
t rescued them not without difficulty from tho vengeance of thei 
cnfuriated monsters and to-day Oiey aro ready to resort to &e sam 
excesses against oil who refiiso to mount tho badge which was the 
jiTOScribcd.” 

On the 2Gth, Napoleon slept at tho house of M Charles, a Depot 
of tho Logislativo body near Luc, whore he wo* joined by his fisttn 
Faulino who expressed Imjt dotcmunation to accompany him to Elbi 
On tho 27th tho procession reached Frtjns, whence, at seven in th 
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evening of the 2^'th he emharkctl, wider a salute of hvcnt 3 ’--onc guns, 
in the British frigate, the Uiidavjitcdy for the place of his fiist exile 
A French vc<iscl had been prepared for lus reception, hut lie refused 
to sail under the Bourbon flag. 

"Wliile the proceedings 'which have been related u'eie filHiig men’s 
minds Avith astonishment, the Empress Josephine had not been an 
indiflcrenl obscrv'cr of tlic reverses of her former husband. She had 
not seen him since 1812, when he uent to take leave of her previously 
to his departure for Russia ; but she had been incessantly eager for 
news of liis proceedings, and ticmblcd at whatever seemed to indicate 
his approaching fall, '\\nicn the Allies drew near Pans, she had 
retired for a time to Navarre; but, on reccirmg assurances of pro- 
tection from the Sor creigns, she returned to Malmaison Alexander, 
desirous probably of impressing the Austrian JMonarcli witli an 
opinion that liis daughter’s alliance with Napoleon was scarcely 
legitimate, frequently iisitcd the repudiated Empress, sliewmg her 
great attention, and endeavouring to soothe her affliction The inteUi- 
gcnce, howc\ cr, that her Cid,” her “ Achilles,” was to be dethroned 
afflicted her beyond solace. She rapidly sunk under accumulated 
griefs, and died on the 20lh of May, 1814. She was burred in the 
village churcli of Rucl, the bells of which have been formerly alluded 
to as having frequently awakened so much melancholy pleasure m the 
mind of Napoleon. Her chrldren subsequently erected a handsome 
tomb to her memory, bearing tire simple inscription, — 

" Eugene and Hoetense to J osEPniNE ” 
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VOYXat to »LBA. — »MID«W0* TUSRB — ^DMIRIITRATIOK 0» Til* BOHR 
OOBS IN FOABCn — BrrOttB 0» MAPOLROM — tBIOMPBAL MAftCH tBOM 
CAKNCi — ruairr or wiots xrctc — Tn« bmpbhob be smtibj tabji 
1814—1816 

uiTTiFO the coart of France, tho 
ormamont ■which conyoycd Napoleon 
crowded wol for Porto-Fcrrajo, the 
email capital of the new empire of 
him ■who had xecendy hold the world 
in awe The Toyoge ■wae inffiaently 
pleasant and the Emperor conversed 
with great hrankneti and good homo or 
with Sir Ned Campbell the English 
Commisaioncr by whom he was accom 
pamed and Captain TJaher who commanded the Vndmnicd His 
conduct perfectly free from rcstramt, the easy gaiety of hu observa 
Uont, and the good humour with which he listened to jests which ■were 
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not nntinctur(tl nilli Kngli‘'li ptojtuhrc ngnhi*it hinnjclf, made liim a 
ucnrral favnurito among the oflicers, niul llie ‘^ailois, ■who at first 
‘■iipjmcetl that th<'\ had hccome the tempoinr) gnnidiniis of a sciiii- 
‘•aenne, •^oon agreed on a foreca'^tlc dece^ion. that ^'J^ony Aias a good 
hdlow after all ’’ U'lie ImalMiain alone na*' oh‘«tinntc in his disbelief 
of Xajmlcon’s merit"?; and, while hia messmates *?onnded the piniscs 
of their old cm m\ , < xtolhal hi*- gcncrosit>, and sMupathi'/cd 'w illi his 
mi'-fortuiu'"?, thi*- sturd) seaman pronounced all that related to such 
suhjecN humhuix.” lie wn*?, howeser, finall) subdued, ailicn, on 
quittinc: the the Kmperor pre'-ented the slilp’s cieiv wnlli a 

purse coutaluintt two huudred Napoleons; and, on returning tlianks 
for tlic c:rafuil\, he “wished his lionour long life, and beltci luck 
next time!” 

'J he llntilln anchored oft* Elba on the 3id of ^fay, the same day that 
Txmis made Ins public, but unwelcome, entr} into Pans On 

the 1th, lu\ing previously landed incognito, Napoleon went on shore 
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in form, as Soveicign of the island, under a loyal salute fiom his 
English liansport slup, and the dischaige of a hundi'ed guns fiom the 
battciies of Poito-Eeriajo He wras leceived on the beach by nearly 
the whole population, headed by the Govemoi, the Piefect, the 
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Jlnmcipality and the Clergy, -who welcomed him with tathnsiaitic 
ihoQtB, and every demonrtration of joy The Anstrun and Bntuh 
CommiBBionerf, Baron Kohler and Sir Neil Campbell, now expreaaed 
their intention to remain at Elba, the Buimnan and Pmsaum officera 
had taken leave at Fr^na 

After the receptions and first formalities of hu arrival had been 
duly discharged, Napoleon busied himself with, exploring his slender 
domain, with the general aspect of which he seemed pleased although, 
after ganng upon its whole extent from the hill which overlooks the 
chief town, he observed, “with a emile, that his * territory "was some- 
what smalL” He was displeased with the servile manners of the 
lower class of the inhahitanta who on meeting him, were accus 
tomed to kneel and prortfate themselves on the earth — a debasement 
which he attributed to their want of education, and the hmniliatioiis 
imposed on them by the monks 

In a few days ho had visited every part of the island , its extensive 
iron mines vineyards ohve groxmds woods marahes, harbonn and 
foitafications and had planned alterations and improrements of the 
most extensive km<L New roads began to appear where none had 
prenously existed The island of Ilianoaa, which had been left 
unmbabitod on account of the frequent descents of Barbary Corsairs 
was occupied, and fortifications commenced thereon Canals and 
oqueducts were speedily constructed A new house was built for 
the Prmccis Poulme, and stables for a hundred and fift y horses 
A laiarotto was also established with stations for the tunny fishery, 
and constructions to facilitato the operations of the salt works at 
Porto-Ijoiigono were erected. A national flag was displayed, which 
had a red bend dexter charged with three bees in a white field 
The capital of tho island was dignified with a new and appropriate 
name Instead of Porto-Ferrajo, it was called Cosmopob — a namo, 
the sound of which though not the ngnification, resembled its anaont 
appellation 

On tho 2Cth of Iday, Cambrone amvod witb the volunteeri 
of tho Old Guard and shortly afterwards, Madame Laititia, the 
Emperors mother, and Pauline camo, to fix thoir abode with 
tho exile At tho end of tho same month, Baron Kohlor, tho 
Austrian Commissioner took leave and returned to Vienna and the 
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only person left to vnlcli tmd report upon the Emperor’s nctions, 
wns Sir Neil Cnmphcll, ^vhosc qncslionnhle character at a court 
which had not been recognised by his own Govcnimcnt, soon appears 
to ha\c become unpleasant botli to himself and the object of his 
vigilance. The Frcncli in general regarded him avith a jealous 
eye; and as ho had no oHicial duties to perform, nor any ostensible 
ro.Tson to a^y^ign for intruding himself upon tlie Evile of Elba, upon 
whom, nc\ ertheloss, j\c frequently thrust his society, it may be fairly 
concluded that bis instnictions imposetl on him the office of a spy; 
and, occasionally, hints were gi\cn him llint he was an unwelcome 
guest at the residence of Napoleon. 

The presence of the Emperor occasioned the resort of a large 
number of trai oilers from all parts of Europe to the luthcrto 
undistinguished island, nicsc, especially Englishmen of rank, were 
readily ndmillcd to friendly intercourse witli tlio banished Monarch 
In his comcrsalion upon tlicsc occasions, Napoleon usually spoke 
of Iiimself as one politically dead, and professed the utmost resig- 
nation to his fate. "Whcncicr the state and prospects of France, 
hoM c\ or, u ere brought under discussion, liis spirit was rekindled , and 
the extent of his information and tlic profundity of lus observations, 
sheued Umt his interest in politics was still as keen as ever, and 
liis infonnadon concerning passing events by no means superficial 
He said lliat Louis XVIII. totally mistook tlic character of the 
French people, if he supposed Uicy would tamely submit to his 
rule, unless he adopted a similar Imc of policy to that pursued under 
the Empire. lie blamed the King for placmg the government in the 
hands of returned emigrants, who could not possibly be acquainted 
with the social condition of France ; and whoso sole recommendation 
to office was the fidehty with winch they had clung to the skuts of 
exiled royalty from the commencement of the Eevolution ‘^If 
Lotus is wise,” he once said, he will content himself with occupying 
my bed, and merely changing the sheets. He must, however, treat 
the army well, and refiain firom looking back on the past, otherwise 
his reign will he a brief one ” Once or twice, in allusion to the 
Anglo-mania exhibited by the new Fiench Administiation, he spoke 
of Louis as “the Eling of England’s Viceioy,” and of his creatures, 
who weie by no means anxious to conceal then conviction, that they 
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hud been rettorcd to the cotmtry by conquest, os littlo better than a 
Bnttih colony m the midst of Franco 

On other topic* he conversed calmly and dispassionately, as one 
■who had nothing to gam or to lose by the conitmction ■which, 
might be put •upon the opinions and sentaments ho expressed* Ho 
toolc upon himself the rcspcmsibnity of many measures which had 
been condemned, and the burden of •which his flatterers had sought 
to shift to other shoulders, and cancenung several nllegattons of 
atroaty which h pd been made ogamst him by his enemies, he gave 
manly and rational explanations. In a conver s ation with liOrd 
Ebrmgton towards the tmd of the year, Napoleon stated that, although 
ho had caused the apprehension of the Duke d^nghien, whom he 
behoved to be at the head of a conspiracy to assasimato him he 
should have granted that Prmco, whom he knew to be "a young 
man of courage and worth, an mtemew according to his own 
request, but for ToUcyrand, who dissuaded him, saying, ‘ Do not 
commit yourself with a Bororbon you know not to what it may 
lead. The wine u drawn, it must be drank. ^ The Duke, he 
ssid was not executed, as had been repretented, by torch light, 
but at about eight o’clock m the morning-— ttie usual hour The 
report of tho execution, end the sentence upon which it 'was founded 
were immediately afterwords published bv authority, and sent to 
every town m France Concerning the con^irocy of Moreau, 
Pichc^ni, and Georges Cadondal, the Emperor said that a dialogue, 
held between tho pnnapali cm the Boulerarda of Pons, and over- 
heard and reported to the Government, had been sufficient to jnsbiy 
the execution of all concerned. It was settled that Georges should 
assassinate Napoleon, and ho and Ins two great accomphees were 
to have shared the consulate among thorn. Moreau, when arrested, 
contmued. to protest his innocence^ until rommded of tho tenor of 
this con'vcriation, when ho fainted. 

havo read,” said Napoleon, ‘'most of tho pamphlets published 
in Franco sinco my abdicatioti. In them I am coHod a traitor— a 
coward but it is troth only that can wound, Tho French people 
know 'woU that I am neither poltrtxm nor traitor I should never 
have cousentod to make peace by relinquishing Belgium whiA tho 
nation has been taught to consider as an integral part of tho Empire, 
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and ^\iU llc^cr quietly submit to be sUipped of. . . I believe you 
tbougbt in England tliat I ^vns the dc^^l; but now tliat you have 
seen France and seen me, you nill probably allow that you have, in 
some respects, been deceived.” Speaking of !Murat, while deploimg 
the want of mental steadiness and cnergj’’ of that officer, he gave 
him full credit for his undaunted bra^ or}’ m tlic field, and his wortli 
ac a lender of cm airy; summing his character briefly and expressively 
by the phrase, “ 11 cst un magnifique Lazzarone.” 

Besides large companies of tra\ oilers, crowds of mci chants, artisans, 
and others were continually resorting to Elba, and tlie harbour of 
Porto-Fcrmjo was filled uitli vessels from all nations, bimging 
provisions and luxuric'’, as to a general mart The place is said, 
indeed, to ha^ c merited its new name of Cosmopoli, by the variety 
of its population “It was,” says Scott, “hkc a gieat barrack filled 
in til military, gcns-d’aimcs, icfugecs of all descriptions, expectants, 
dependants, domestics, and ad\enturcis” Nobles and ladies were 
also tlicrc in abundance, with statesmen, artists, wamors, and wealthy 
citizens, attracted by sympathy, by the hope of profit, or by mere 
curiosity, to behold the “ Conqueror and Captive of the Earth.” 
Never Mas Elba so busy oi so prosperous as during the abode 
among its sea-beaten rocks of “the Emperor,” never did its ships 
traverse seas infested with jMoorish pirates mth so much impunity 
as mIuIc they ivcrc protected by tlie golden bees of Napoleon. 

As the summer advanced, the Emperor began to experience a 
want to wluch he had long been a stranger — that of means to carry 
forward the various improvements which he had planned and com- 
menced The money he had hi ought from France was exhausted, 
his Elhese revenue was not moie than sufficient for the oidmaiy 
government and protection of the island , and no part of the armmty 
settled on him by the treaty of Fontainebleau had been paid. He 
was compelled, therefore, to dimmish the allowances made to his 
letmue, to reduce the wages of the native mmers, to sell pait of 
the provisions laid up foi his Guard, as also a tram of hi ass artillery, 
and a large house which had been used for a banack Fmally, he 
felt it necessary to call for piompt payment of aU ai rears of contri- 
bution due from the inhabitants, who, however, were excused upon 
them representation, that a want of sale for them wme and other 


470 



DlSQUIBirDE, 


produce had already reduced them to ocmiadenible stnutB Soldaers 
Trerc then quartered among them on easy tenn*, m heu of their 
TTinVing payments to the treasury in cash These obatadea prored 
insurmountahlc and the Emperor, abandoning the alterations which 
he had begun, withdrew to the pnvacy of his palace, to brood orcr 
what even his enemies have admitted to have been wrongs mflictcd 
on his proud end energetic spirit. 

Sir "Walter Scott has severely reprobated '^the unfair and unworthy 
conduct of the French Mimstry” rcapectmg the non fulfilment of the 
conditions upon which Lotus AVhiK was cstnbhshcd on his throne 
" The annua] provision ” he sayBj “ wma ns the paico of the EmperoFs 
resignation, and the French, blmisten ctraid not xofnse payment 
without gross injustice to Napoleon, and, at the same time, a deaded 
msult to the Alhed Powers. Nevertheless, for firom this pension 
bemg paid with regularity, there is no evidciice that Napoleon ever 
received a smgle romittance on account of it,* Sir NecD CaapbcH, 
m. October, expressed on opinion that, if this state of things continued, 
Napoleon would not hesttate ''to pass over to Piombmo with his 
tiuopi or commit some other extravagance ” and Lord Castlereagh 
strongly remonstrated with the French Goveminent on tho subject 
hut ho was answered that the annuitv was not due until a year had 
elapsed, although, being a pennon for support, reason and justice 
required that it should have been paid m advance “Tho subject 
was montioncd agsm ond agam by Sir Neil Campbell but it doea 
not appear that tho French Administrstion desisted from a course 
which, whether fl nsmg from a spirit of mean rovongo or from avarice, 
or from bong itself embarrassed, waa at once dishonourable and 
impolitic,” 

In addition to poverty, Napoleon now began to have other causes 
of anxiety Ho was threatened hy the Algenne pirates, against whom 
ho solicited tho interfereuco of England. Ho heheved that Brulart, 
a person who, whilo residing at London as an emigrant Chouan 
had wntteu a letter threatening to put tho Emperor to death with 
his own hand, had been appointed governor of tho neighbouring 
island of Corsica for the purpose of procuring the completion of 
his old threat and, finally ho was informed (it been said by 
Pnneo Eugene Bcauhamais, who being at Vienna and m constant 
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communication itli lus fatlicr-in-ln\r, the King of Bavaria, a Member 
of the Congi css, must Iia'se liad oppoitimities to obtain coiTect mfor- 
mation on the subject,) that the Allied Poivers "weie discussing a 
jiiojcct to dispense intli the ticaty of Fontainebleau, and to lemove 
him from Elba to St. Helena or St. Lucie “It is not impossible,” 
says Sir Waller Scott, “that these feais were not altogether feigned; 
for although there is not an iota of evidence to shew that there was 
icason for bcliciing the Alhes entertained such an unwoithy thought, 
yet (he rcpoit was spicad verj’' generally thiough France, Italy, and 
the ^Icditcirancan ” It should be added, that there is the best 
evidence to proic that the English Cabinet was dissatisfied with the 
place of Napoleon’s banishment In a despatch to Lord Bathurst, 
concerning the treaty of Fontainebleau, dated 15th April, 1814, 
Lord Castlcreagh says, “I should have mshed to substitute anothei 
position in lieu of Elba, for the seat of Napoleon’s retuement, but 
none haamg the quality of security, on winch he msisted, seemed 
disposable to which equal objections did not occui, and I did not 
feel that I could encouiage the alternative which M de Caulaincomt 
assured me Bonapaite lepeatedly mentioned, namely an asylum in 
England ” It is also certain that, during the yeai 1814, the Biitish 
Government entcied into negociations with the East India Company 
for the cession to the mown of the Island of St Helena, which it 
IS unreasonable to suppose would have been sought to be pui chased 
without an adequate object Although, theiefoie, it may be difficult 
to conceive tliat a Biitish statesman, the representative of the most 
hberal nation in Europe, would have sullied his name and nation 
by a delibciate act of peifidy, yet it must be admitted, that Napoleon 
had sufficient giounds for believmg in the existence of a design to 
kidnap and transport him, a belief which there can be httle doubt 
had great infiuence in piorapting his resolution to return to France 
Napoleon, widi what justice cannot be ascertamed, charged the Duke 
of Wellington, who had seen the island on his voyage to and from 
India, with having suggested the place of Ins final captivity. This 
accusation he reiterated m a codicil to his last will 

Upon his withdrawal from the constant gaze of the pubhc, it 
became difficult for those appointed to watch Napoleon to obtam 
the necessary information foi then reports “ The situation of 
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Sir Noil Campbell,” Sir Walter Scot^ who wrote with tho 
papers of that officer before him, "was now Tory embarmnng Ho 
was not only excluded from the preaence of tho Emperor, but 
obataclfis were thrown in the way of bis visitmg Madame M^e 
and the Pnnccss Ponlme, who had fixed their abode on tho island.” 
It wa», therefore, only from intemewi with Napoleon himself that 
he conid hope to gam mtelligenco , and, to proeux© theae, he was 
compelled to make short exenmona to the neighbonrmg coast of 
Italy, in order that he might hare on excuse for deamng an audience 
on going away and rctnmong Sir Neil began to smqiect that all 
was not right. He observed that discharges and forlonghs were 
granted to a number of tho Old Guard, whose place* were supphed 
by vohmteert from France and Italy Myitenous personages, whoso 
business was unknown, were conbnuaDy amrmg at and quitting 
tho Island-— even Greek manners and sccolanxed morJes were m 
request, and recurved more countenance at Porto-Ferrajo than the 
English "reaidont.” It was eventually rumoured, that three depu 
tatuma had been sent from France to Napoleon and that a design had 
certamiy been formed to transfer the Impenal Court once more to 
tho Contment. Sir Neil Campbell was perplexed but he had 
nathcr authonty nor power to act , and before the Bntish Govern 
ment could tecciTO mfonnation of what was said to be meditated, 
the catastrophe bed amved 

In tho meantime the adamustratian of the Bourbons wns auch 
as to fadhtate, if it did not prompt, the subsequent proceedings of 
tho Emperor Tho reign of Louis XVili had scarcely commenced, 
ere tho * red corps ” of pnnlegcd household troops, which had been 
abolished by tbc last Kn^ prcnoualy to the Berolutton, was re-estab 
lubod. A ministry, composed chiefly of returned emigrants was 
substituted ibr that appointed by tho Provisional Government. Tho 
threno was constantly surrounded by crowds of courtiers sohcitirg 
rewards for a loyalty which tho body of tho people could not fnl 
to regard as treason The Legion of Honour, the register of which 
had hitherto been filled with the most celebrated name* in Europe, 
was degraded by tho introduction of the most dc^cablo adherents 
of tho Bourbons, and in such numhen, ihnt- tho cross of tho Order 
soon ceased to bo a distinction "Tho smallest spng of the most 
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petty hrnncli of nneient gentility w'as metamorpliosed into my Lord 
l^farquic, 1^1. Count, or Colonel at the least. The emigrants had 
neither learned nor unlearned anytliing, hut retained aU their former 
arrogance, prejudices, and predilections. Pretending to kno'w every- 
thing, they utterly disregarded representations made to them con- 
cerning the \vishcs and necessities of Prance, calling tliose who 
tendered llioin adnee intriguers, alarmists, Bonapartists, grumblers.” 

The friends of the Bouihons loohed on tlic pcojilc, indeed, in the 
same light as they had regarded tlicm throughout the Bcvolution — 
as enemies, o\ or whom having finally triumphed, they were compelled 
to Ivccp in subjection by force rather than aifcction. In order that 
no doubt might be suiTcred to exist on this important point, Louis 
refused to confirm the Constitutional Act of the Senate by which 
he had been called to the throne, because certain conditions deemed 
necessary for llic security of tlic nation had been annexed to it He 
professed to have acquired the crown by hereditary right, and to have 
reigned since tlic decapitation of lus brother in 1793, — thus unhesi- 
tatingly setting at nought the promise which had been made in his 
name by the Count d’ Artois, on entering Pans, that the Constitution 
should be recognised. 

In order, liowci’cr, to save appearances, a Eoyal Charter was 
granted in lieu of die Constitution, which, as an act of sovereign 
pleasure instead of national compact, might be withdrawn when 
danger should no longer threaten. The new legislature consisted 
of a Chamber of Peers and a Chamber of Deputies, as substitutes 
for the Conseivative and Legislative Senate — a change which would 
scarcely have drawn forth a remark, had it not afforded an oppoitumty 
for the resumption of the estates appropriated by Napoleon to support 
the suppressed bodies, and which Louis hastened to divide among 
the returned emigrants The Cathohe rehgion was declared to be 
that of the State, and, as far as it was possible, the revenues and 
obsolete ceiemomes and observances of the papal ntual were restored. 
Stage players were agam declared excommunicate, and Christian 
burial refused to then rehes. 

Among other indications of the temper and spirit which the Eoyal 
Pamily had brought back with them, were the pompous removal of the 
bones of Louis XVI. and his Queen to St Dems, an injudicious 
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eilufcitioii of Hatred againrt the actors m the Bcvoluticm, of etrong' 
remembrance of it» cxccaaes, and of reverence for wHat die multitado 
m their rmth had iwept away Almoat every act went to prove that 
the Bourbons and their unmediato partisans regarded the French in 
general as httle better than subdued rebels and the emigrants, the 
Yenddans and Chouans, — men who had heen constantly engaged in 
dark conspiraaea against the Chiefi of fbe Kepubhc and tlifi Empire, 
end in the service of foreign enemies, — as the only wiUing and f aith f ul 
sul:gect8 of the King 

It was soon whispered among those whoso poeation enabled them to 
penetrate the intngnes of the Court, that as there had been no legita 
mate government in the country since 1793, ’ll was m contemplabon 
to annul the iDegBl grants and sales of chnrch lands- — a step which 
the clergy wore not slow to accredit, by refusing to grant absolution 
to such as were in poMession of estates which had formerly been 
devoted to ecdenasUcal insUtutkons and by tbeax fnlminafmg denunn 
aJtions and excommunicaboni against all who refused restituUon or 
compensation. The divine ngbt to tuhet was next agitated and, 
sboTtly afterwards claims were openly set up to treat the intcrral 
which hod elapsed smeo the scsaion of the first constituent assembly, 
as the period of a baneful dream tb© effects of which required but an 
effort wholly to shake off To such lengths was tli© imprudence of 
the Boyahsta earned that hi Fcrrand the Postmaster General 
ventured to bring forward, m the Chamber of Deputies a motion for 
the restoration of all such estates of the emigrants as remained unsold, 
and to proTido for hquidating the claims of others from tho puhho 
purse This attempt called forth a popular advocate, M Duxbach, 
who indignantlv repelled the arguments of the Minuter ' Already 
he exchumed * the longdom resounds from end to end with tho 
words of M Fcrrand, as with tb© muttering which precedes the 
thundcr^dap Their effect has been so rapid and so cattonsivo as to 
suipcud business and the proprietors of what was once national 
property can no longta: bcD nor mortgage their estates. They find 
thcmuelves suddenly reduced to povertv in the midst of wealth bemg 
told, from the foot of the throne that their possessions no longcx 
belong to them and that tho law recognucs m tho emigrants an in 
ohcnable nght to tho property of their aacatorB ” Tho lands were 
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consequently bivdly culti^ntc(l, speculation and improvements ceased, 
and multitudes of persons cmi>loycd in agriculture, in building, and 
in various \\ orks connected m itli the proprictar}* of land, were forth- 
'wiUi di'icbnrgcd to sn ell llic number of those wlio bad cause to bate 
tbc rule of the IJotirbons. 

The former officers of tbc army, mennw bile, m ere displaced to make 
room for old men past tbc age of service, or joung ones "ubo bad 
nc\ cr kno\ni more of it than tlicy bad learned in tbc places of refuge 
pcrscvcringly koj)t by their unnnrlikc master. Supcinnnuated stiatc- 
I gists, 'ttbobC notions of v\ar \\cre acquired in tlic da)8 nbcii a single 

j battle was sufficient for a twelvemonth's campaign, and when generals 

regulated their operations b\ tbc barometer, w ith young noblemen, of 
whom the fop described bj llolbpur was by no means an exaggerated 
tv])c, were placed over the veterans of Knpolcon, whose bves had 
been i)asscd in the camp, and tbc rank and file among wboin could 
j liavc taught llicir Hoyabst commanders the militarj’^ arts, of which 
the latter were ignorant. Tbc pensions of dccajcd soldiers wcie 
withheld, and all places of profit were bestowed on the creatures of 
tlic Restoration. Tbc freedom of the press bad been guaranteed by 
tbc Charter: Uiis was speedily abrogated for a ccnsorsliip, as 
strict as lind ever cxibted under Ivlapolcon, though wntliout the 
same reasonable plea for prev cnting tbc diffusion of political inform- 
ation, vvbicli must be allowed to have operated in favour of the 
Imperial administration. Tbc consolidated taxes — the promised 
abolition of vvliich bad been one of tbc strongest allmements of 
Bourbonism — were rc-cstabbsbed in all their oppressive ngom, not- 
wilbstandmg tlic return of peace , and though tlic conscription, bemg 
no longer nccessarj'', was not rcviv'cd, tbc people found tliat their 
condition, instead of being improved, was matciiaUy mjured by the 
change, vvliich so many bad bailed watb enthusiasm as the dawmng 
of plenty and case. 

The popular discontent began fiist to manifest itself in songs and 
pobtical jeux d^6spnls, in which neither the person nor the habits of 
lyouis XVIII. were spared A cancature, winch was extensively 
circulated, represented an eagle flying flom the Tuilenes, and a herd 
of unwieldy swme entering the gates. The King, in aUusion to his 
reputed gluttony and grossness, was commonly called Louib Coc/iow, 
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or XoTua det huitm, mitead of Ixnnt dtx-huii When pleasantry 
was exhonitcd, gravei methods of remonstrance were resorted to 
The mayor of Dnmac, haTing been msolted by the feudsl seigneur of 
the ponah, petitioned the Chamber of DepnUet for redress, and took 
occasion to complam of the whole body of cmigranfa as ennemg a 
desire to take precedence of oU constituted civil anthontiei, and to 
treat France os their private property, by nght of conquest This 
faGmg tbe good old Carnot came forward with a senous warning to 
the reigmng fennly on the errors they were daily committing In a 
mcmonnl, drawn up by this ohlo statesman, and published m Do- 
cember, 1814 the emigrant nohflity are pourtmyed m strong coloon, 
a« htde better than idiots, who in the vain attempt to gorem 
Franco, were hurrying her to min The death of IjOuis XVL was 
said, in this pamphlet, to have been precipitated not more by the 
violence of hut persecutors than by the pusillanimity of bis nobles, 
who having provoked the resentment of the people had sought their 
peiscrnal safety in disgtaccfol flight, leaving the Kmg nnsupported to 
fight their battle The growing assumption of the clergy was com 
plained of, and thtar conduct in fomenting animoeities and preaching 
mtolorant doctnnea deprecated Louis himself did not escape cenrore 
He was charged with mgrabtudo to tho nation m annulling the Con 
•ntution, in claiming to be King by the Grace of God, and m 
preferring Chouans, Vend^ans Englishmen, and even Cossacks to 
those who for years had been faithful to the interetts of France. Tho 
ilmistry msbtuted a prosecution agamst this work but as the Cbur 
d Inslrvciion ignored the bill of mdictment, tho philippic acquired 
tenfold popularity and influence. 

Tho troops had all along been regarded with distrust as inflexible 
impenahsts and tbe measures adopted with them had tended to 
nlicnnto rather than concilmto them Tbe marshals were m a few 
instances won by flattery, by high rewards and bonours but tho 
subaltern ofEcers and the common soldiers saw tho avenues to pro- 
motion dosed against them with no friendly oye, and when they 
looked upon the colours which floated over them, and heard tho tunes 
to which they were rcqmrod to march, they remembered that every 
thing had been changed smeo tho days of Lodi of Areola, Marengo, 
Amterbu, Jena, and the ^loskwa. The glory of France had nsen^ 
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nnd fjct Antli Nnpolcon. Tlic Bourbons lind been tlirust upon tliem 
b\ foreigners, mul tlie reign of Louis Imd only commenced when 
Paris had surrendered to banded conquciois. Their murmurs rose 
louder and more frequent ns their rnnks iverc augmented by the 
return of Uic numerous prisoncis — upuaids of a bundled and fifty 
tliousand, it is said — ulio had been detained from the scene of 
recent conflict; and as ho, as they came to sec Uic distracted state 
of Uic couiilT}* and the prostmtion of its cncigics, c\claimcd, mtli 
bitter feelings, “ Xiiesc things could not liaA c occurred had vre been 
present. Had not the Emperor been betrayed at home, no foreign 
cnem}’ could ha\ c tnumiihcd oa cr liim.” 

The people noAV began generally to make unfaA'Ourablc comparisons 
betAveen Napoleon and the “legitimate d}Tiasty.” Occasional paia- 
graphs found tlicir nay into the papers — Avatched as tlicy vreie — 
as to A\hat A\as doing in Elba, and Uic activity of the Exile Avas 
cagcrlj contrasted aa ith the supine imbecility of the ICing. The con- 
clusion of discussions on Uic subject could not fail to be, that 
Napoleon excelled ns greatly in Uic arts of peace as of wai, and that 
noUiing but his directing genius aa^os needed to lender France even 
yet Uic cnA-y of the AA'orld. 

All parties in the State, excepting that Avhich still retained its 
invidious name of Emigrant, Avcrc dissatisfied. The Constitution- 
ahsts, the Republicans, and the Imperialists, united in speaking of 
change as not only desirable but impel ah vely requiied, and a brief 
space sufficed to prove that Napoleon alone Avould be lilcely to steer 
successfully through the tempest Uiat must ineAutably ensue It is 
believed that overtures AA^ere made to the Emperor eaily in the 
autumn of 1814, and that ere the Avmter set m he had favomably 
rephed to the solicitations of those Avho imploied him to lesume his 
croAvn, and save the country once moie fiom anaichy. Be that as 
it may, hoAvevei, there is no doubt that an extensive intrigue Avas 
set on foot Avith the object of prepaimg the pubhc mmd for some 
great explosion in favour of the Exile of Elha His health Avas 
pubhely diank under the names of Corpoial Violet and Jean de 
I’Ep^e, a violet Avas Avom as the symbol of fi*ateniity by the com- 
mingled parties Avho noAV consented to sink all other distmctive 
appellations m that of Patriots, and an active correspondence Avas 
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establiflbed among thoee Trho felt that the Bourbons were unfit to 
govern Branco 

An approaching crisis -vras foreseen by a few Boyalists, and they 
endoavoured, but in vain, to iram Loms and Ins hluiistora of their 
precanom ntnation The Count do Blacas, being at die head 
of aflkira, knew everything mstmctrvely, and looked upon all who 
tendered him counsel oi impertinent meddlers So far was this 
self sufficiency earned, that it u snid letters of comparatively remote 
date containing accurate information of the achemes m agitation, were 
found m tho bureau of the Premier unopened after that functionary 
hud fled from Pan*. Such was Bourbon mismle m 1814 It would 
have boon treason towards theroselvee for a people, who had wit- 
nessed the energy and partaken the glory of Napoleon^s leign, to 
have tamely submitted to such degrading subjection. Thus it appears 
that there was uo other conspiracy on foot for the rettoraticm of the 
Emperor, than that naturally produced by dugust and despair on tho 
one hand and of hope on tho other * An nnivcrsal sentiment of 
discontent,” said Napoleon at an after penod, * pervaded Prance 
and I was her resource The evil and its remedy were understood 
This was tho whole secret of tho clectnc movement by which my 
return was hailed- I was regarded as tho liberator of tho Nation ” 
Napoleon m his island prison, anmoualy watched the portentous 
signs of tho times The newspi^cra were read by hna with avidity 
and every new comer to his btilo Court was earnestly questioned os 
to the state and general fcelmg of the French people. Ho spoke 
frequently of tho rumoured project to kidnap himself, condemned 
the unwise policy of the Bourbons m refusing to recogmse the 
sovereignty of Murat, who for his valuable service* to tho Alhce 
had received assurance of the throne of Naples and expressed 
extreme bittcrneas at tho humiliation of hii beloved France "While 
supposed to have boon engaged m writing tho history of his former 
wars there is little doubt that ho was engaged in makmg preparations 
for new ones since when tho moment for action amved, everything 
was m Tcodineas, a* if by enchantment, for his departure Hrouot and 
Bertrand arc said to have been tho Emperor ■ solo confidants on the 
occasion tho officers and guard* who were to accompany bun laioW 
nothing of what was contemplated till the day of their embarkation 
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; Tlic plan and object ^^bicll Napoleon had laid doivn pieviously to 
quitting Ellia, have been detailed — Mitli Mliat degicc of accuiacy, 
bowel er, it is impossible to say — as follows — Some of the iiiaislials 
and generals most deioted to his intci est, ii ore to be at once des- 
patched to tlic frontier to defend flic cntianccs to Tiance. Davoust 
lias to hold Pans, as he had held Hamburg* Mmat was to maicli 
upon !Milan, aiming Italy in his progress the coiqis of Suchef, 
Prune, Grouchy, and Massena, wcic to cioss the Alps, restore Pied- 
mont to die Empiie, advance and pioclaim die independence of Italy 
mider a single Clucf, and, unitmg, to march tlirough the J uhan Alps 
upon Vienna Poland and Hungary were to be re-awakened, by a 
call to freedom , and Germany was to be concihated by the abohtion 
of feudal tenures and of vassalage “The leahzation of this vast 
conception, winch comprised the essence of all he had ever aspued to 
accomphsh, would have been,” says one of his foes, “ a solemn, though 
a strange spectacle The design embraced the consiunmation of all 
the great enterprises he had meditated, from the first of his fields to 
the last moment of his Imperial power The object alone was 
changed from universal empiie to umversal hbeity. The line of 
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operataoiis extended to five Imndred leases fitrm Oatend, by the 
Swiaa and Italian Alps to Vienna.” The precipitatioii and selfish 
ambition of Murat, — if indeed, Mnrat vas pnvy to the expedition 
of hu old chief, which ifl exceedingly doubtfal, — rmned the whole 
project That hair bramed Pnnce prematurely provoked the resent 
ment of Anstna tmd Jug snl^ecta with their cnstomary cowardice, 
fled at the very sound of hostile cannon, ere the principal enterprise 
had well been set on foot This only as to Mnrat is certain, tb^ 
immediately before q^arttmg Elba, the Emperor wrote kindly to hn n , 
statmg that, as he waa about to reamne possession of his throne, he 
considered all their past difierencea at an end, and offering to sign 
a guarantee for his throne as fer as France was concerned at the 
same time recommending hrm to a good understanding with 

Austria, or should that power seek to invade France, to content hjm 
self with holding its army m check. 

On Sunday the 26th of February 1815 at one m the aflemoon the 
Emperor renewed hii Guards on die terrace in front of the castle 
of Porto-Ierrajo and then first mformed them of his intended depar 
tore for France that same day The most lively enthonasm and 
impatience to embark were mstantly displayed on aD odes; and 
ones of “ Vrve I’Empereur ! Pans ou la mort I ” filled the air The 
mother and sister of Napoleon beheld and encouraged the enthusiaam 
of the soldiers and the populace from the windows of the palace Im 
mediately afterwards a proclamation was published, announcing to the 
islanders that as their Sovereign had resolved on separating from them, 
to resume under Providence, the career of his glory, he entrusted 
the co mm and of the fortifications to the governor General Lapi, the 
civil administration to a junta of six atuens and the defence of the 
country to the bravery and devotion of the mhabitants, with whose 
conduct he exprtased hii perfpet contentment. 

By four m the afternoon, four hundred men of the Old Guard were 
ernbarked in the InconstaHt bng and two hundred light infantry, a 
himdrod Polish light horsemen, and a battahon of JUuupuvrt were 
distributed among five smaller vessels which lay m readiness for tbeir 
reception m the harbour The Emperor, accompamed by Bertrand 
and Dronot, went on board the Inconstant^ at eight m the evening 
a discharge of cannon then gave the signal for weighing anchor, and. 
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in a short time, all sail was ciowded foi Fiance The wind, at first 
favourable, suddenly changed, and the flotilla was driven back, so 
that at dayhght on the 27th, Porto-Feiiajo was still in view, and some 
of the officeis advised a return Napoleon, lejectmg this advice, 
insisted on keepmg at sea, and busied himself m dictatmg piocla- 
mations to the French people and to the army, of which a number of 
his followers were employed to multiply copies for distribution upon 
his landing It was not till about thiee m the moining of the 1st of 
March, that the French coast was descried, when, on entering the 
Gulf of Juan, the troops dismounted the cockade of Elba, which they 
threw mto the sea, and leassumed the tii-coloi, anud shouts of “ Vive 
rEmpeieui ' Vive la Fiance I ” 

The disembarkation was efiected, without opposition, at the small 
port of Cannes, near Fiejus Napoleon did not land till towards 


491 






ANTTBBS 

evening and he then de«pat<hed a company of twenty grenadiers to sum 
mon Anhbe* they however, were instantly arrested by the governor 
of fhat place, who appears to have been by no means prepared for, or 
to have nnderstood such a danng mvasiom It was proposed by some 
of the officers to attack the town, and release the soldiers but the 
Emperor objected to tho waste of tune and resources which this 
■would have involved. “ Tho capture of Antibc* would be,” he 
said, “ but a small step towards the reduction of Prance while, m the 
tune It must necessarily occupy, obstacles will be multiphed around 
us and a genend alarm spread through the country If half my 
followers ■were taken prisoners, I would march with the r em a i nder 
and if I ■were deprived of them all, I would advance alone ” Vautier, 
the war -commissioner was nevertheless, sent to Antibes to endeavour 
to release the grenadiers, by parleying •with tho garrison but the 
Emperor seems to have had little hopes of success, as he strictly 
cautumed the officer on his departure, ” To take care that he also 
was not made prusoner 

The troops bivouacked that night on the beach, while the Emperor 
walked forward alone to question the peasantry and inch wa yi ar er s 
as he could meet with as to tho feelings and disposition of the Prench 
people Among others ho encountered a postihon, who had formerly 
been m tho temce of the Empress Josephine and who assured him 
that every ono regretted his absence, and would be ready when his 
amval was known to rally round him Between one and two o dock 
in the morning the moon rose, the revciHie •was sounded, the bivouac 
broke up and the httle army commenced its march upon Grasse 
■where it was expected to find a good road, which had been com 
menced under the Empire but under the Restoration had not been 
completed Napoleon •was therefore compelled to proceed through 
defiles filled with snow, and impracticable for ortSleTy and was con 
strained to leave his carnage and two pieces of cannon in tho hands 
of the municipahty of Grasse — a mrcumitance which bemg com 
municated through the telegraphs, was announced in tho bulletins 
of Pans as a capture by the Bourbonisti 

Tho country people now began to throng around btm to offer 
thoir services, present petitions for the renewal of their pensions 
for promotion, and for tho redress of gnoranccs, as though ho 
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liad merely come iiom Pans on a tour tlnougli the departments 
He continued, lio'wevei, to pi ess forwaid -with the utmost rapidity 
“Victoiy,” he said, ^‘depends on my speed. To me Prance is in 
Grenoble, and that place is a hundied leagues distant ” On the 
night of the 2nd, the Emperor slept at Ceienon, having marched 
twenty leagues smce his landing. On the 3rd, his head-quaiters 
weie at Bareme, on the 4th, aftei passing through Digne, he halted 
for the mght at Maligeai, wheie he caused the pioclamations wntten 
on board the Inconstant to be printed and dispersed. These docu- 
ments weie conceived in the spirit of his ancient addi esses, and 
produced a sensation of which it would be m vain to attempt the 
description. Eveiy one felt that they echoed the feehngs of his 
own heart, and that tliey were harbingers of dehveiance and 
letunung glory to the country. 

Prenchmen ! ” said the proclamation to the people, “ the defection 
of the Duke of Castighone dehvered Lyons without defence to our 
enemies The aimy entrusted to his command was, by the number 
of its battahons, the bravery and patriotism of the troops of which 
it was composed, in a condition to defeat the Austrian corps opposed 
to it, and to attack the rear of the left flank of the anny which 
threatened Pans The victoiies of Champaubert, Montmirail, 
Ch&,teau-Thierry, Vau champ, Mormans, Montereau, Craonne, BheimSj 
Arcis-sur-Aube, and St. Dizier, the nsmg of the biave peasants of 
liOrraine, Champaigne, Alsace, Pranche-Compt^, and Buigundy, and 
the position which I had taken m the lear of the hostile army, by 
separating it ftom its magazmes, paiks of reserve, convoys, and 
eqmpages, had placed it in a desperate situation The Prench weie 
never on the pomt of bemg more powerful, and the flower of the 
enemy seemed lost without resource — it had but the prospect of a 
tomb in those vast plains which it had so remorselessly ravaged, when 
the Duke of Bagusa treasonably .surrendered the capital, and disor- 
ganized the army This unexpected misconduct of these two generals 
[Augereau and Maimont], who betrayed at once their country, 
their Prmce, and their benefactor, changed the fate of the war. The 
disastrous situation of the enemy was such that, at the close of the 
action which took place before Pans, he was without ammumtion, m 
consequence of bemg separated ftom his parks of reserve 
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” In tlieso new and diatrcssing circumstance*, my heart was tom, 
but my nund rcmamed immorcable I consulted only the interest 
of the country I ciilod mywdf to a rock m the nudit of the sea. 
My life was yours, and was preserred to he useful to yotu 
Eaised to the throne by your choice, all that ha* been done without 
you la illegitimate. During twenty five years, France has acquired 
new interciti, new mstitaticmfl, a new glory — which can only he 
guaranteed by a naUonal government, end by a dynasty fimnded 
nnder the new orcumstancea which have ansem The Prince thrust 
upon you by the arms which have ravaged our territory, has sought 
to restore the prmaplea of feudal law to secure the honour and 
the pretoniions of a small fraction of the people t enemies only, who, 
during twenty five years have been condemned in every national 
assembly Tour domestic tnuwjuilhty, and your proper poeition 
among surrounding nabons, would thu* have been loet for ever 

“Ppenchmenl In my exdo I have heard your complaints and 
your vows. You reclaimed the government of your choice, which 
alone u legitimate you accused my long alumbo, you reproached 
me with soenfiemg to my repose the great mteresti of the country 
I have crotsed the sea amid perils of ovoiy kmd, and have amrod 
amongst you to demand the reetoratioa of my rights, which are also 
yours. Of what has been done written, or said by individuals unco 
the capture of Pans, I shall al^ys bo ignorant — it will have no 
influence on the memory which I chenah of the important semcea 
they formerly rendered fer events have been of such a nature as to 
have needed a superhuman direction. 

‘ Frenchmen I Thero is no nation, however small, which has not 
the right to withdraw fimm the dishonour of obeying a Pnne© imposed 
by on enemy in tho moment of victory "Wlien Charles VII 
Tc-entered Puns and overthrow fbe ephtnueral throne of Henry V,, 
he won his sceptro by the valour of hii foUowers, and held it not 
by pcrmmion of a Pnnee Kegent of England 
The proclamation to the anny was still more animated and exatmg 
‘ Soldiers!” it said, “wo have not been vanquished. Two men, 
sprang from our ranks, betrayed our laurels, their country, their 
Prmcc, then benefactor Those whom wo have seen for twenty five 
years trarertmg all Europe to raise enemies against us, who have 
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passed their lives in fighting against ns in the ranks of foreign armies, 
and in venting execiations on our beautiful Trance; — shall theywho 
have been unable to sustain our looks, pretend to command or encham 
our eagles ? Shall we sufier them to inherit the fiuits of our glorious 
toils ; to rob us of our honours, our fortunes, and to calumniate our 
glory? If theii reign were to continue aU would he lost, even the 
memory of our immortal achievements! "With what fury do they 
misrepresent oui actions 1 They seek to tarnish what the world 
admires; and if theie still remain defenders of our glory, they are 
to he found among the very enemies whom we have defeated on 
the field- of battle 

“ Soldiers 1 In my exile, I have heard your voice. I have retunied 
in spite of all obstacles and dangers Your General, called to the 
throne by the choice of the people, and raised on your shields, is 
restoied to you Come and join him Cast down those colours 
which the Nation has proscnbed, and which, dunng twenty-five years, 
served as a lallymg pomt to all the enemies of Fiance Mount 
again the tn-color you wore it m the days of oui greatness > It is 
our duty to forget that we have been the masteis of nations, hut 
we ought to sufier no foreign interference in our affairs Who can 
pietend to be our masters ? Wlio has power to become so ? Fesumo 
those eagles which you had at Ulm, at Austerhtz, at Jena, at Eylau, 
at Fnedland, at Tudela, at Eckmuhl, at Essling, at W^agiam, at 
Smolensk, at the Moskwa, at Lutzen, at Wurtchen, at jMontmirail I 
Think you that the handful of French, at present so arrogant, will 
have courage to meet our looks? Let them return whence tliey 
came ; and there, if they wiU, they may reign as they pretend to have 
reigned for nineteen years, 

“ Your fortunes, your honours, your glory — the fortunes, honours, 
and glory of your children, have no greater foes than tlic Princes 
imposed on you by foreigners They arc the enemies of oiu glor)’; 
since the recital of tlic heroic deeds by v hich the French name has 
been rendered illustrious, performed in order to escape from tyrannic 
misrule, is their condemnation. The veterans of the arnnes of tlic 
Sambre and Meuse, of the Fhinc, of Italy, of Egypt, of the and | 

of the Grand Aimy, are humihatcd Their honourable scars arc dis- 
graced Their successes would be crimes, the bra^ e v ould be rebels, 

I i 

_ — ^ 


4**5 




0E5ESAL BWTHTJBtABU 


if, BB the enemiea of the people pretend, the legitimate sovereigit# 
Troe alwayi m the nudit of the ioreign armies, Honourt, rocom 
pen»«, and farours are rcterred for those irho haro serred against die 
country and againit u». 

** Soldiers I Come and range yonraclvea tindfir tlie banuera of your 
Chief His existence la identified ■with yoma, his rights are yonn 
and those of the people , his interest, hii honour, hia glory, are yonr 
interest, honour, and glory Victory shall march at the charging 
stop the eagle, mth the national colours, shall fly from steeple to 
steeple tOl it ohghti on tho towers of N6tr« Dame. Then you 
will he able to shew your scars with honour , then may yon hoast 
of what you have done you mil ho tho liberatois of the country In 
your old age, surrounded and honoured by your feUow-atuens, they 
win listen with respect, while you reconnt your high deeds , while you 
exclaim, with pnde, ^ And I also was one of that Grand Army, which 
twice entered withm tho waUs of Vienna, within those of Borne, of 
Berlin, of Madnd, of Xasbou, of Moscow and which dehTcred Pans 
from the stain impnnted on it by treason and the presence of the 
enemy Honour to those braYO soldiers-— the glory of their country 1 
and etcrcud infamy to the French gnmynaU, m whatOYer rank they 
wero bom, wbo for twenty fire years fongbt beaide foreigners, teanng 
open the bosom of their country ! ” 

The effect of these documents was instantaneous ' They announced 
to new Franco,’ says M. Laurent, ** that its glonrms interpreter had 
returned, and that the democracy had refonnd its representatiTe 
and Its hero Tho enthusiasm of the army and of the people 
was at once lelondled, and they ^>ecdfly came fordi to welcomo 
and support him who had been torn from them only by Tiolence 

On the 5th of March, the Bmperor reeched Gap whore he was 
rccciYed with the same demoostratums of joy as at '^Tnhg fllfl^ , Eyery 
whore indeed, tho population hailed their exiled champion as one 
restored from tho dead to ransom tho nation from slaTery and raise 
it from despair to the full accomplishment of its hopes and wishes 
Next morning, the troops lesnmod their march towards Pans, followed 
on tho road for miles with loud acdamaboni. At St. Bonnet, the 
inhabitants proposed to sound tho tocsin, and raise a levy en matHy 
in order to icmforce the feeble csccot of their SoTcrcign, which they 
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believed to be insufficient to conduct bun safely to Pans, tbiougb the 
midst of so many tioops and gainsons as must be passed on the 
loute, and wbicb "weie now bouily leceivmg accessions, especially of 
suck soldieis and officeis as tbe Bourbons imagined they could lely 
upon Tbe Empeioi, however, declmed tbe service tendeied bim. 
" Tom sentiments,” be said, “ convince me that I have not been 
deceived they aie tot me a ceitain guarantee of tbe mcbnations of 
my soldiers Those whom I meet will range themselves by my side, 
tbe more numerous they may be tbe more will my success be assured 
Pest tranquil, therefore, in youi homes ” 

On the 6tb, Napoleon slept at Corps , and on tbe foUowmg mormng, 
at a short distance bom tbe town, be met tbe first tioops of tbe bne 
be bad seen since bis landing' It was a battalion of tbe 5tb legiment, 
which bad been detached, by General Maicband, to arrest tbe passage 
of tbe mvadeis The hostile Colonel bad refused to parley with 
Cambione, who commanded tbe Imperial advanced-guard of forty 
grenadiers, and a halt was made tiU Napoleon came up Tbe Em- 
peror immediately dismounted, and advanced alone, followed at some 
distance by about a hundred grenadiers, with their aims reversed 
He threw open bis old famibai grey great-coat, to display on bis 
breast the star of tbe Legion of Honom , and exclaimed, “ IThat, my 
faends, have you forgotten me ^ I am your Emperor ’ If there is a 
soldiei among you who would kill bis general, bis Emperor, let him 
do it now I am here ! ” Tbe Colonel, a staunch Poyabst, is said 
at these words to have oideied tbe men to fiie, but bis voice was 
drowned m an universal burst of Vive I’Empeiem ' ” which was 
echoed by tbe Old Guards bebmd, and le-ecboed by tbe peasantry on 
tbe neighbouring bills, tdl it formed a volume of continuous sound, 
bke tbe roar of a mighty cataract In a few moments, tbe soldiers 
of Elba and those of the 5tb were mmgled togetbei, embracmg as 
comrades long separated by misfortune, and now brought together m 
joy Amidst tbe confusion, tbe Poyabst officer bad disappeared, and, 
although followed by a few Pobsb lanceis, be was enabled by the 
speed of bis horse to escape VTien tbe transports of tbe tioops were 
somewhat moderated, tbe Empeioi, takmg by tbe wbiskei a veteran 
whose arm was covered with cheiiom, asked “ if be could have bad tbe 
heart to loll the Little Corporal ” Tbe old man’s eyes filled with tears 
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" lie said, nngmg the Tamrod in the barrel of his musket, to 

■hew that the piece was uncharged, “ whether I could have done the© 
much harm AH the rest are the same * The word was then given 
to form, and Napoleon with his old and new followers, resumed their 
tnumphfll march, accompanied by a crtjwd, which increased every 
moment, thronging the roads and treading on the heels of the mihtarv, 
urging them to haitcn their progress, and assuring them of the success 
of their enterprise 

In one of the vaDcys through which the httlo army passed, au 
affectjng spectacle was presented Several communes, with their 
mayors and curates, were assembled to welcome the Emperor Eroru 
the midst of the vast concoono, a tall, fine-looting young 
advanced to throw himself at Napoleon t feet, with tears glistening 
m his eyes and supporting in his arms an old man of nineJy years of 
age It was a grenadier of the Quard, who had disappeared nnmedi 
ately after Napoleon landed and whose absence had oioiod suspiaon 
of his fidelity The old man waa his fethcr, of whom he had gone m 
quest, in order to present him to the Emperor A picture of this 
■cone was iuhscquentlv ordered to ho painted for the Tudenes 
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Armed at Vizillc, the enthusiasm of the populace exceeded all 
j bounds “ It uas here,” exclaimed tlic oiatois of the moment, "that 

I the Ee^olution uas boin. Here our fathers first leclaimed the prm- 

j leges of freemen. It is still here that French liberty shall be revived, 

i and that Fiance shall recover her honour and mdependence.” 

j Napoleon, vhilc passing the CMlmu de DaitpJnns,'sYh.eiey in 1788, 

j tlic fiist patriotic assembly uas held, could not lestrain the emotions 

j u liicli tlie rcincmbrancc, joined ivilli the passing scone, and the critical 

’ situation 111 vhich he himself ivas placed, called forth. "Yes,” he 

j exclaimed v ith solemnity, " that, indeed, is the outlet of the French 

j llcNolution ” lie vent slowly onward through the dense crowd, 

I rapt in deep meditation. A new i evolution had arisen , the demo- 

J cracy had reasserted its lights, and placed tlie sliield of freedom on 

j the anil of lum who had been too long the hope and the refuge of 

I absolutism. 

Suddenly an officer of the 7th legiment of the line, having made 
j his nay through the moving mass, informed the Emperor that his 
colonel had sent huii forward to announce the approach of a rem- 
forccmciit Tlic usual calmness of Napoleon for a moment forsook 
him. His previously pale cheek became flushed, and a smile of 
gaiety played on lus lips and in his eyes His doubts were bamshed, 
and he hastened forward to salute the new volunteeis. They con- 
sisted of the regiment of the brave Lab4doyere — a young, handsome, 
and gallant nobleman, who had been sent by Louis XVHI to oppose 
the march of his ancient chief He had gmtted Grenoble, which 
was but a few miles distant, at three m the afternoon, and at a few 
hundred paces ftom the city he had commanded a halt and the 
drums to cease beatmg, when an eagle, which had been caiefully 
pieserved, was produced and exhibited to the men Lab^doy^re 
then exclaimed "Behold the glorious ensign which guided you m 
our immoital campaigns ' He who so often conducted us to victory, 
IS advancing to avenge and reverse' our humihation It is time to 
resume his flag, which should never have ceased to be ours Let 
those who love me follow me Yive I’Empereui In an instant, 
the cry was universal Every man tore ftom his hat and trampled 
in the dust the white cockade, mounting in its stead the tii-color; a 
supply of which, havmg been concealed m a drum, was forthwith. 
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ilutributed, jumd tlie shout® of the soldier* aud of the comitiy 
people, ttHo gathered round to jntne^a the eslularating ipectnclc. 
The Bouiho^ morahal, De Camp de« ViUiora, arriTotl at this 
moment, and began to cxpoatulnte mth LabMoy^ but icemg 
the apint of the men, ho waa glad to be permitted to rebro widiont 
uyury The regiment hod fcarcety been again put m motion, ere 
^fapoleon appeared on the road at the head of hifl devoted fodowem 
The tvo columni nmultaneously niahed forward and mtenmugled, 
embmang each ■with affection, and ahonUng, “ Vive la Garde I Vive 
le SepU^e I Vive I’Empcroux 1” LaWdoy^e, pressing through 
the crowd, made hu way to the Emperor, who toot him la his arms, 
and exclaimed, " Colonel, you have replaced me on my throne I” 

The mhabitanti of Grenoble now began to pour forth to pay their 
respects to thar returned Sovereign and Genonil Marchand, who 
commanded, the garrison of the atj, had some difficult to induce 
the soldiers to rmso the drowbndgo and close the gates. But though 
the mflaence of duaphne prevailed for a moment, it bad no power 
to restrain the men. from expressing their feehngs m loud cnea of 
Vivc I'Bmpcrcur I” when, in the doak of cTemng, it was ascertained 
that Napoleon was beneath the wahs The commandant Traa enraged 
at the strange conduct of his troops He gave orders to man the 
walls, and fire upon Napoleon and * the lobela , and he -was so fer 
obeyed that the gamson wont through the preparatory crolutionB, 
and the multitude without the aty, believing the artillery mtended 
hostilities, sought for safety behind the houses m the Ticanily The 
Emperor, undismayed, advanced alone to the drawbridge, and stood 
for some tune without the least sign of discomposure m front of tho 
bottcnes Ijab4doydro then ascended a nimg ground, and addressed 
tho ennnoniers “ Soldiers,** he said, "we have brought bach to you 
the hero whom you wore accustomed to follow to victory It la for 
yon to receiTO him, and to repeat with us tho ancient roBying cry 
of tho conqueror* of Europe Vivo 1 Empereux I ’ The acckmotiona 
of tho gunner* at once removed all doubt as to their intentions but 
they could not bo provtoled on to lower the bridge or open tho gates 
without order* from thoir officer* It wa* eventually found nccctsary 
to force an entr a n c e at the gate of Bonno by means of a couple of 
howitrcr*, when, as if by enchantment, tho spell was ditsolrcd, and 
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the garrison, rushing from then ranks, smiounded the Emperor and 
bore him on then shouldeis to the prmcipal inn of the place, accom- 
pamed by the tumultuous applause of the entne population 

It was found necessaiy at Gienoble to leprmt the proclamations 
which had been written during the voyage from Elba, as tlie people 
weie eager m then enquiries as to the mtentions of the Emperor, 
and had been filled with alarm at lepoits cnculated by the Eo}ahsts 
that he came supported by foreign soldiers — Neapohtans, Austrians, 
and even Tuiks He halted in the city for two days, dunng vluch 
he received formal visits from the hlunicipaht)', the ^Icmbcrs of 
the Umversity, and the Clcrg)*; and passed in rciiew the troops, 
aniountmg now to tlncc or fom thousand, and the National Guard 
At this leiuew, he said to the ai liUerjuneu . “It was among you | 

that I was first engaged in warfare I esteem you all as ancient j 
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comradei I hare followed vou ou tho field of battlo, and Imre 
always been satisfied with you, but I hope that we ihaU hare no 
need of your cannom” 

On the 9th of March, the Emperor resumed his journey towards 
Lyons, at the gates of which he am?ed on the 10th without oppo- 
BitioiL Until they received news of Napoleon^s arrival at this place, 
the Bourbons appear to have bean undeoded as to the course they 
shpuld pursue Their first step on heextng of his landing had been 
to send for Mannont, to consnit with him as to the disposition of the 
troops, their next, to despatch Maiahal Macdonald, the Connt 
d Artois, and the Duke of Orleans, to Lyons, to take the com m a n d 
of tho force there and, at the same tune, to send the Duko 
d Angonlfeme to Marseilloe, to organise the Provenjals, and cut off 
Napoleon’s retreat. In order to ensuro the fidelity of the soldiers 
' in Pens and the neighbourhood, gratuities of money wore profusely 
distributed among thorn but their general cry over the drmk 
* which this procured was, * Louis XTIH may be a good enough 
sort of fellow but huiaa for the Little Corporal I” Neil, orders 
were given to tho Muuster of Police, Do Bonmeaine, to make a 
number of arrests among others of Daroost and Eouchi, but tho 
I ei secretarv appean to have been too much bewildered to accompbsh 
this or any other purpose except that of speedy flight, Soult was 
superseded m hii poet as Miuistcr of 'War by Clarke A camp 
' was ordered to bo formed at Melon, and every Eoyahst officer was 
ordered thither to make a stand against the appr oaching enemy 
j It was soon seen, however, that the Bourbons had no place in the 
affections of the French army or of the people Tho Count d Artois 
exerted aH his eloquence, and made largo promisee both to the 
soldiery and the inhabitants of Lyons, m order to retain them m 
their allegiance to tho King but he was answered from aB sides 
with deafenmg shonts of Vive I’EmpereurP He endeavoured 
to cajole tho vetenmi. To one covered with scars and decorated 
with medals, ho said 'A bravo old soldier liko you, wfll surdy 
cry ^Yive Ic Roil ” — “Nay” rephed tho sturdy wamor, ’'no 
' ono here will fight ogainst his father Vive I’Empcrenrl’ The 
j Count, with tho Duke of Orleans, and Macdonald upon this, fied 
tom the city accompanied by a single dragoon of tho Guard of 
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Gentlemen, wliicli had been embodied for their personal protection. 
To this dragoon, the Empeior subsequently sent the cross of the 
Legion of Honour foi his loyalty, while his comrades, when they 
came to tender their seiwices to the now triumphant Prince, were 
dismissed with contempt ‘‘^Youi conduct towards the Count 
d’ Artois,” said Napoleon, suiBciently pi ores how you would act 
by me were fortune to forsake me.” 

Napoleon halted for four days at Lyons, whence he issued sereral 
decrees for annulhng all the official acts of the Bourbons By these 
the discarded judges and magistrates were restored to their posts 
The emigrant officers of the army were discharged. The orders of 
the Holy Ghost, of St Louis, and St Michael were suppressed , the 
tncolouied flag and cockade were substituted for the white, audit 
was directed that the eagle should be resumed by the army The 
Swiss Guard and the Boyal household troops were ordered to be 
disbanded The efiects of the Boyal Family, and of the leturned 
emigrants, weie declared to be sequestered Peudal claims and the 
titles of the ancient nobility were suppressed, and the purchasers of 
national domams weie confirmed m their possessions The Legion 
of Honour was restored to the digmty it had possessed prior to the 
treaty of Pontainbleau, while its revenues were mcreased with the 
addition of the funds appropriated by the King to the loyahst oideis 
The two Chambers estabhshed by the Boyal charter were dissolved, 
and the electoral Colleges throughout the empue were duected to 
meet and elect representatives for the purpose of holding an extra- 
oidmary assembly, after the manner of tbe ancient Pianks, to be 
called the Champ-de-Mai, for the purpose of revismg the Imperial 
Constitutions At the same time Cambac^res was appointed Minister 
of Justice, Fouch4 of Pohce, and Havoust of War The pubhcation 
of these decrees gave general satisfaction. The people saw m them, 
and m the proclamations which had preceded them, that the Emperor’s 
pohtical views had been enlarged by adveisity, and that he now 
looked for support from the mass rather than the mere privileged 
orders, many members of which had not hesitated to betray both him 
and their coimtry " He had returned,” it was fondly said, “ cured 
of his restless ambition, to govern, not as a military dictator, but as 
the first citizen of a nation which he had resolved to make the freest 
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of the free Thst hi« rcftoration would consemto the pnnaplea of 
liberty tnd equality, and that hia uunvallcd talent*, instead of being 
engaged in foreign war, would henceforth bo doroted to securing the 
domestic welfare of peaceful France " 

It was not until these decree* had reached Pans, and been erten 
sivcly circulated through the agency of the Impenahsts, that the 
Bourbons would comont to any revelation of fiicts concerning the 
progress of the Emperor by tho newspapers A Royal ordonnance, 
indeed, had been promulgated, on tho Gth, in which a price was set 
upon tho head of Napoleon and ho was denounced as an outlaid, and 
his abettors a* rebti^f but nest day in order to dissipate all alarm, 
the Mon^eur announced that the royal cause was crerywhere sup • 
ported by faithful garrisons and a loyal popnlaijon, and that the 
invader was already stnppcd of most of has followers, and wandering 
m despair among tho bOU where in two or three days he was certain 
to be tnndc prisoner Now, however, the return of the Count 
d Artois and the impossibility of longer excluding authentic m 
teihgonce, mdoced the Court to abandon its system of decepDou, 
and to prepare with all tho strength at its disposal, to resul tho 
progress of the " nuserable adventurer and his band.” The Chambers 
of Peers and Deputies were hastily called together and I/iuia and tho 
Pnnees of hu familr repaired, on the 1 6 di of JIarch, to the first sitting 
to renew their oath of adherence to tho Charter, and to promises 
of adraimstrative reform. Tho National Guard* and troops of the Imc 
were renewed, and exhorted to bo firm and loyal but it was too late 
to delude the people, who treated the Jfioyal pagoanta as subjects for 
jest and mochcry 

A few days before this, application had been made to Ney to servo 
against his old commander Ho had been, for *omo time living m 
perfect quiet at hi* country scot, several mile* fi^m Pons — tahiog no 
port m tho intrigues or politics of tho penod, and when ho received 
orders, from tho Minister at 'W’ar, to join his corps, then stationed at 
Besanfon, ho had not even heard of the Emperor * disembarkation in 
France Ho hastened to Pan*, to obtain particular information, and 
there in an interview with Lonu XVJtll , i* said to have exhibited 
excessive loyalty and devotion to tho Royal cause and even to have 
promised to bring back ?\apolcon to the Tuilcncs in an iron cage 
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The Maishal appeals to .have had no knowledge of the general 
disaffection of the aimy, of the Imperial pioclamationSj oi of the 
disposition of the Fiench people On taking the command of the 
troops at Besan^on, howevei, he was at once mformed that the 
soldieis would not fight foi the Bouibons, and when he addressed 
them^ he heard nothing but repeated cries of ‘^Vive I’Empeieui'” 
Still, resolute to peifoim the duty he had undertaken, Ney advanced 
to meet the mvadei , but when, at Lons-le-Sauhuer, on the 13th of 
March, he received a letter fiom Napoleon, summomng him to the 
side of his old comiade, and reminding him of the biilhant campaigns 
they had fought togethei under the tircoloured flag, the Pimce of 
the Moskwa appears to have wavered, and to have lequned the 
councd of Generals Lecouibe and Bommont as to his futuie pro- 
ceedings These officers, without hesitation, dissuaded him from 
attempting to stem a torrent which had alieady become too powerful 
for resistance, and he was speedily convmced from other quarters 
that the cause m which he had embarked was hopeless The Prefect 
of L’Ain arrived at his head-quaiters m the evening, to inform him 
that his vanguaid, posted at Bouig, had declared for the Empeioi, 
and that the mhabitants of Chalons-sur-Saone had seized his park of 
artiUery This news seems to have decided Ney. ‘Mt is impossible 
for me,” he exclaimed, “ to stop the water of the ocean with the palm 
of my hand!” and next moimng an order of the day was pubhshed, 
of which the following weie the fiist sentences ‘^Soldiers I The 
cause of the Bourbons is lost for evei The legitimate dynasty, 
which has been adopted by the French Nation, is about to leascend 
the thione To the Empeioi Napoleon, oui Soveieign, it alone 
belongs to leign ovei oui beautiful countiy ” The tioops received 
the Older with rapture, and mstantly mounted the tii~coloi ; but a 
few of the officers, who had received then commissions smce the 
abdication, quitted then posts and fled to Pans The Marshal 
himself does not appeal to have been without compunction foi the 
breach of his word to Km g Loms He wrote to the Emperor, 
stating that his recent conduct had been entnely gmded by what 
he beheved to be the mteiests of the country, and sohcitiug permission 
to retne from the service Napoleon answered him by desirmg his 
immediate presence at head-quarters, where he might be assured of 
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such a reception u to had met ^nth on the day after the victory of 
the Moskwa. 

The Emperor quitted Lyon* on the 13th, and slept that night at 
M&con On the Hth, he ■utis at ChAlons, the inhabitants of "which 
town ho complimented upon the brave resistance they had mado 
against the enemy durmg the lost war To the Mayor of St. Jean 
de-Losne, where the population had displayed a similar patriotic 
spint, he sent the cross of the Legion of Honour On the 15th the 
Imperial head-quarters were at Autun, on the IGth, at Avalon, and 
on the 17th at Aurerre, whore he was jomed by the 14th regiment 
of the lone which, having served in Spam without obtaimng rewards 
proportioned to its services, was now recompensed by a liberal distn 
bution of honours It was here that Ney, also came to unite his 
fortunes once more with those of hw old commander The hlarshal 
was unable to look back, with pleasure upon whnt he hrmself 
regarded as httle better than desertion at Fontainebleau and his 
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filst lequest to Napoleon was, tliat, if lie no longer possessed the 
confidence of the Empeioi, he nught be peimitted to lesmne his 
ancient post among the gienadieis But Napoleon had forgotten 
all, save the biflhant courage of his fonnei compamon in arms; and 
extendmg to him his hand, he hailed him agam as the bravest of 
the biave ” 

The Empeior lemamed at Auxerre till the morning of the 19th, 
when he contmued his route towards Eontamebleau, where he arrived 
at four m the mormng of the 20th He had now considerably out- 
stripped his army; and, with the exception of a few Pohsh lancers, 
was without guards oi attendants, but the disposition of the people 
and of the soldiery rendered all precaution needless. At Monte- 
leau, the 6th regiment of hght dragoons, without waitmg for oideis, 
attacked and drove back the corps of Boyal Guards, stationed at the 
bridge over the Seme, and thus seemed the uninterrupted passage of 
that nver This mcident is said to have occasioned the sudden 
departure of Louis XVHI and his family fiom the Tuilenes, which 
was neaily simultaneous with the aiTival of the Empeior at Fontaine- 
bleau and, with legaxd to the disposition of the people — it was sard 
by Napoleon himself at St Helena, and eye-witnesses of the facts 
have smee confiimed the assertion — that had he consented to the 
numerous offers made by the peasantry and others on his march, 
the letm-ned Monarch would have been accompanied to Pans by an 
escort of at least two mrlhons The Bombons, on the 20th, fled with 
the utmost haste towards Ghent, m Flanders, and Napoleon, who, on 
the 20th of April, 1814, just eleven months previously, had qmtted 
Fontamebleau a captive, now left it once more as a tnumphant 
Monarch, letmnmg to take possession of his capital, followed by the 
acclamations of the whole people 

The road to Pans lay through Melun , where Macdonald, at the 
head of the last Bombon force, awaited the approach of his old 
Chief The troops were drawn up m three hues, on an emmence, a 
short distance firom the forest, the glades and alleys of which weie 
full m view The soldiers had been under aims smee day-break, 
listenmg patiently to the Bourbonist tunes of ' Vive Henri Quatre,’ 

^ La Belle Gabnelle,’ and " O Eichard, O mon Eoi ’ About noon, a 
gaUopmg of horse was heard , and presently afterwards a smgle open 




carnage, followed bv a few Poliali horsemen, with their lances 
reversed, emerged, at ftill speed, from among the tree* The cortege 
halted for a moment , and one, who was instantly recognised, from his 
ifTTifiH cocked hat and grey surtout, ahghted from the Tchicle, wMlo 
hia attendants dismounted, and rnshed forward on foot- A sudden 
shout of “Vivo 1 Emperenr I ** burst from the serried ranks the 
soldiers feelings could no longer be restmmod the white cockade 
was thrown to the ground and those who had been hardy enough 
up to tbiw moment, to suppose that the influence of Loms could over 
power the spell attached to the name and presence of Napoleon fled 
m panic. Macdcmald, with more calculating consistency than Noy, 
mamtmned his adherence to the cause he hod newly espoused, but 
could not be prevailed upon to cross tho frontiers with Ix>nis, or 
assume tho character of an enemy of France 
On the evening of the 20di Napoleon once more entered Fans, 
escorted by the army of Melon, playing the Impend march and 
greeted everywhere with acclamations by the assembled thonsands 
who flUed tho scoots and public places He reacbed the Toilcnes 
oboot nine o clock, and was so prmed by tho crowd of officers and 
Qtisons who came to wdeomo him tlial ho was compelled to exclaim, 
“ Gendomen, yon sUfle me ” A number of his officers then, raised 
him m their arms, and thus bore him m tnumph np the great stair 
case of the paloco mto tho state apartments. Tho first to salute tho 
Emperor in hia new abode was Montalivet, wbo had served him with 
seal and talent dormg his prosperity and had remained faithful in 
adversity The in-color already waved oyer tho Tnflones having 
been placed there in the monung by the brave Err^lmunfl . D inner 
had been prepared, and was immediately afterwords served and, 
m tho course of tho evening, Queen Hortense, and a great number 
of tho anaent dignitaries of the Empue attended to congratulate the 
Sovereign on his return, and to tender him thar services The sacred 
battahon bivouacked in the PIoco du Carrousel, and, conjointly with 
tho National Guard performed duty at tho palace. There was httlo 
sleep that night lu Fans Events had pursued each other so rapidly, 
that there appeared no end to novelty in relating them. Every ono 
was overpowered as with a miracle, and none could bo satiated with 
detaiU concerning an adventnro which no paralld m history 


/ .J 






% 












Su Waltci Scott, spealang of tlus pioud moment m the life of 
the Emperoi, has said — “Never m his most tnnmphant field of 
battle had the ternble ascendancy of Napoleon’s genius appealed 
half so predominant as during his march or lathei his journey from 
Cannes to Pans He leappeaxed m grandem, like the returning 
•ivaye, •which, the fruther it has i cheated, is rolled back on the 
shore -with the more teinific and oveiTvhelmmg violence His looks 
seemed to possess the pietended power of northern magicians, and 
blunted swoids and spears ” 

On the moramg of the 21st, all the troops then in Pans were 
reviewed by the Empeior, and while they were yet passmg before 
him, Cambione made his appearance at the head of those grenadiers 
of Elba, who had been imable to leach the capital on the piecedmg 
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eTemng One* of " Virc 1 Empexeur I * rent the an , and Napoleon, 
turning to the approaching veteran*, exclaimed, Behold the officers 
of the battahon who accompanied mo m my miafortanes They are 
dear to my heart 1 Every tone that I look on them, I am reminded 
of the different regiment* of the army for among them are men 
selected from each, whose hononrable scar* received m onr memo- 
rable battles, recall those great days so cherished by memory In 
their love, soldiers I have that of the whole army They bring 
you back the eagles which will serve for yonr future rallying point. 
Swear that they shall always bo found wherever the interest of the 
country calls them — that traitor*, and those who would mvude our 
territory shall henceforth bo nnablc to look upon them. ’ The 
soldiers, with one voice replied, “Wo swear!” and as they filed 
off before their chief, the band* struck up the patriotic air, “Yeillons 
au talut do 1 Empire 1” 
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CHAPTER LII 

THE HUNDRED DAYS 
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j] _ RANGE, It "was now gcneially admitted, 
= owed tlie recovery of Lei Empeioi, and. 

tLe second expulsion of tLe Bourbons, to 
^ tlie gieat body of tbe people Napoleon 
) liimself was not slow to acknowledge this , 
; and one of his fiist acte of government 
'' ) was to call around him the old leaders of 
't' tibe Democracy Eouch^ had been pievi- 
ously appomted Munster of Pobce , Carnot 
was now installed in the Home Office, and Benjamin Constant was 
nominated Member of the Council of State Still the Emperoi 
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appears to haye had a jealous fear of the designs of the Const! 
tutionahsts , and the concessions he made to thar wishes were rather 
extorted from his necessities than conferred of free will or with any 
faith in the stable friendship of thoso to whom ho found himself com 
polled to trust 

A conTersabon which he had, shortly ofror his return to tho Tiulo- 
nes, with Benjamin Constant, has been recorded “The Emperor,” 
says that disUngoished writer, * did not attempt to decciye mo either 
as to his Ticws or the state of aSkirs He did not present himself 
as one corrected by the lessons of adversity nor did he desire to 
tihe the mont of retummg to liberal measures from inclmatiotL 
He reasoned coolly as to his own interest, and with an impartiahty 
too nearly allied to indifforence stated what he deemed preferable 
and what was possible * The nation, he said, * has rested for twelve 
yean free from all pobUcol agitation, and for a year it has been 
undisturbed by war ihm double repose has begotten a necessity 
for action. It desires or Bmaes it desires a tribune and assembhes , 
It bfls not always desired them. It cast itself at my feet when I came 
to the government you who endeavoured to create an opposition 
must remember the orcumstanccs Where was your support, your 
power? — No where I toot oven less outhonty than I was invited 

to take. But now all is changed- A weak government, opposed to 
tho interests of the nation, has given nse to a habit of cavilling at 
authority The taste for constitubons, debates, harangues, seems to 
have returned but it is the minority only who desiro them Tho 
people or if you please to call it so the mob desire rae alone You 
have not seen the multitude crowding after me, rushing from the tops 
of tho mountains seeking, calling on saluting me On my return from 
Cannes I did not conquer I administered I am not, as has been 
Mid, merely the Emperor of the soldiers but of the peasants and 
tho whole of plebeian Erance. Thoro is sympathy between mo and 
the people bcncc, notwithstanding oD that has passed, you see them 
return to me It is not so with tho pnvilcged classes Tho nobility 
have served mo have rushed m crowds into my anto-chambers there 
arc no offices they have not accepted or solicited but there was no 
analogy between ns Tho steed, though well trained curretted and 
fretted. "B^th the people it is oltogcthor different. Tho popular 
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fibre responds to mine. I sprung fiom tlic ranlcs of the people, my 
^oicc hns influence over them, hecnusc between them and me tlicie 
is identity of nnlurc: they look to me as their support, thcii defender 
against the noldcs. . . If I were to make a sign, or merely to avert 
my eyes, the nobles would be massacred in all the departments. I 
will not, however, be the King of a Jacqitcric. If there are means 
of governing wth a constitution, be it so. I desired the empire of 
the world , and to obtain that, unlimited power was necessary. To 
govern France only, a constitution maj’- be better. I desired the 
empire of the world — who, in my situation, would not^ Tlie world 
invited me to govern it, So\crcigns and subjects vied with each 
other in liastcning bcncalli my sceptre I have rarely found oppo- 
sition in France; but from some obscure unarmed Frenchmen, I 
ha\c met “with more of it, than from all the kings at present so deter- 
mined no longer to have a plebeian for their equal Consider, then, 
A\hat seems to you to be possible. Give me yoin ideas. Fiee 
elections, public discussions, icsponsible ministeis, libcity — all this 
I desire — the liberty of the press in particular, which to stifle was 
I absurd , on that point I am satisfied. I am tlie man of the people , 
if the people sincerely wish for hberty, I owe it to them I have 
recognised their sovcicignty. I am bound to listen to their desues, 
and even to their caprices. I never desired to oppiess them, I had 
great designs; but fate has decided them. I am no longer a 
conqueror, nor can I again become so I know what is, and 
what is not, possible I have now but one charge, to leheve 
France, and give her a government smted to hei I am not 
inimical to liberty, I set it aside when it obstnicted my path ; 
but I have been educated in its principles and comprehend it 
The work of fifteen years is destroyed, and cannot be recommenced 
it would requue twenty years, and the sacrifice of two millions of 
men Besides, I am desirous of peace, and shall obtain it only by 
dmt of victories. I will not hold out false hopes to you It has been 
said, that there aie negociations in tiain. There aie none I foresee 
a difficult contest, a long war, to maintam which the nation must 
support me, but m letmn. she will lequiie hbeity, and she shall 
have it The situation is new. All I desire is infoimation of the 
truth. I grow old, — one is no longer at foity-five the same as at 
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tlnrty The repose of a conBhtutional MonorcK may be suited to mo 
it vnll asfiurodly be most suitable for my som ^ ' 

It yrtLi not the people generally that feared tho Emperor or con 
cernmg whoso intentions ho was armous, it was their Icadert tho 
men of that faction which had prepared tho report of the Lcgislatire 
^ fecnato previcniily to tho campaign of Pam. "With the mulUludc the 
I only <jaestion was whether Napoleon or a Bourbon should occupy 
j Ihe throne of Franco and this they hod unammonsly decided but 
j tho pohticai specolatora were desirous of establiahing at once such a 
] Kheme of perfect government, as could it have been ever realized, 
must have required yoara of peace " Liberty and independence 
says Harhtt, are nearly another name for disnmon ttnd party spirit. 
Three hundred men wflUng to bo slave*, pnt implicit faith m and 
follow tbeir loader and carry all before them , three hundred men, 
determined to think and act for themselve*, to gtve wny in nothing 
and to cacnfice no jot of thoir opinion as to what is nght, while they 
are dispatmg and refining are split into os many dificrent factieBJ os 
there are persons and arc set upon and bound hand and foot by their 
adveraanre who wili allow them no freedom of opimon at alL So it 
fared with France 

Napoleon appear* to have etrogglcd hard to satisfy all parties, 
and to prevent the growth of dissension* injunous to tho semco of 
tho coimtry which before anything required to be put m an impoeing 
attitude of defence He gar® perfect freedom to the pres* abolished 
alavcry and the alovo trade, and iseued a decree for promoting popular 
education throughout hi* dominion* but tho» disnussal of the Legis 
lativo body had never been forgotten and there seemed a dctermi 
nation among n nninbcT of those whom the Emperor, at an emher 
period wa* accostomed to call ' Ideologuta,'^ to be avenged on him 
for their past disgraces They forgot that their enstence and his 
were identical and that tho moment his government should fall, 
there would bo on end to their own theory of Utopian freedom. 

In tho mcnntimo, intclhgeuco of tho return of Napoleon had 
reached Vienna, where on the 1 3th of hlarch tho plcmpotentiancs 
assembled in congrcts, published u dcclaratiQn tmnouncing "by 
hu escape from Elba and inresion of Franco, Bonaparte had forfmtod 
tho protection of tho law, and mamfosted to the umverac that neither 
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)icacc nor tiucc could be made with him. He was theiefoie sUg- 
malwcd as an enemy and disUubei of the tianqiulhty of the woild 
— an outlaw, liable to public Acngcance” This declaiation was 
followed, on the 2oth of ^ larch, by a ticaty, m which Great Biitam, 
Austria, Kussia, and Piussia bound themsches to maintain an army 
of one hundred and fifty thousand soldiers each until Bonapaite 
should be disabled from ci eating distuibance, oi reneumg his attemjits 
to gain possession of the supremo poucr in Biance. The othei states 
of the Continent, including Louis XVIII., uho was to be excused 
fiom sending his contingent, were iimted to join the Coalition, and 
It Mas finall} stipulated, tliat if England should not furnish hei full 
quota of men, she should compensate foi the deficiency m money, 
by paying at tlic rale of thirty pounds pei annum foi eveiy cavalry 
soldier, and twenty foi every foot soldier under tlie lequued numbei 
Tims It soon became coilam that Fiance would be mvolved m a new 
uar for the maintenance of hei nght to have a Soveieign of her 
oivn election. It was in vam that Xapoleon endeavoured to obtain 
a hearing at the Congress, and urged that he no longer entei tamed 
any schemes of conquest or aggrandi7enient, havmg meiely le-ascended 
his throne at the call of tlie Ficiich people His comnmmcations 
received no other reply than the hostile declaiations of evciy power 
in Europe; and all that remained for lum was to make the best 
pieparations he could agamst the tlueatcned attack 

The Bourbons had made a futile attempt to create a civil wai on 
tlicir own account The Duke d’Angoul6me placed himself at the 
head of a considerable body of Boyahst troops laised m Provence 
and at Marseilles , but he was speeddy smroimded by General GiUy 
at Lapalud, and made prisoner Napoleon would probably have been 
justified, after the declaiations of outlamy agamst himself, m retammg 
this Prmce as a hostage , but Gdly havmg assured the Duke that 
he would be permitted to retire ftom Fiance, the Empeior preferred 
foiegomg any advantage to be derived fiom the capture, rather than 
sully his name by a breach of military honour. D’Angoul^me was, 
therefore, dismissed m safety to assist m bnnging back the horrors 
of war mto the bosom of his country The Duke of Bourbon had, 
at the same time, gone to La Vendee, but that district bemg already 
occupied by soldiers attached to the Empeioi, he was compelled to 
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fly to Nw\te», ■wKcfico to cacap«d by sea Tbo Ducbeas d’AngotOfimc 
threw hexBelf into Bourdemix, where Lynch, the mnyor, and a few of 
the aUiens pronn^od to Bupport her, but fihe soon ducoTcred that 
she had no influence oyer the mihtaxy, who tsyowcd their dctennmation 
to fight for Napoleon alone and at the approach of General Clausel, 
she summoned and addressed her guards and the few emo yoluntccrs, 
who were fmthful to her and after mfoiming them that they wero 
deserted by the troops of tho Imo and tliat it would, consequently, 
be imposaable to defend the aty, ahe dismissed her followers, and 
went on hoard on Enghdi aloop of war Napoleon, when told of 
the iical, confidence, and courage manifettod by this Prmccss under 
the trying arcumstoncea m which she was placed, cccchumed, “She 
15 the only man of her family I** By the end of tho month, tlm 
tncolourcd flag floated over every fortre** m France 

It was on the last day of March, that Murat issued his fiital 
prodamatjon, exhorting nil Itahnns to arm for the independence of 
thetr country Ho was at this tune in Toioany at the head of an 
army of fifty thousand men end there u httle doubt that his mtention 
was not mere to ohtam an occasion of territory for imnseli^ than to 
create a diversion m fitvour of Napolcom The Austnans however 
wore, on this occasion, too rapd to afford any chance of iucce» to 
this hasty movement and after two or three battles, m each of which 
the Ncapohtans displayed the utmoet cowardice, Murat was com 
polled to return to hia capital with but fimr attendants, and in disguise 
Ho subsequently soiled for France, and once more offered bis services 
to Napoleon but, as the soldiers were disgusted with that Pnnee’s 
conduct m 1814, he remomed unemployed at Toulon and, after 
Waterloo, had to seek a new asylum, when chance threw b^rn on 
the Neapolitan shores, where he was shot by order of the legitimate 
King Ferdinand. Murat s expedition comaderably injured the cause 
of Napoleon. The Allies, believing that the former had heen 
instigated by his brother in law, could place no reliance on the 
protestations of tho lat ter, that he had no desire for tho renewal of 
WOT or conquest and all tho ancient mnmosity of Austria agaonst 
the Conqueror of Italy was revived. Until then it had been hoped 
that tho Emperor Fronos might bo detached firom tho coalition, and 
mduced, at least, to remain neutral. Tho unprovoked attack upon 
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his territories had llic eflbet, thcrcfoie, of destioj'uig' cvciy prospect 
of peace, except through ^•lctor)^ 

In the midst of distractions of cveiy kind, ISFapoleon proceeded 
\utli lus accustomed energy to reorganize tlic aiiny, and piepaie the 
promised Constitution of the Empire. The nuinbei of tioo^is had 
been greatly dimimslied by the Bourbons They could mustei, 
indeed, only ninety Oiousand effective men a foicc scarcely more 
than suflicient to guaid the forti esses and the principal sea-poits. 
It Avould have been dangerous to icsort to the conscnption as a 
means of raising recruits Tlie Einpcroi, thcrefoie, endeavouied to 
rcidvc the old recollections and spirit of the soldicis, and thus to 
create a spontaneous enthusiasm for the service Tlie old numbers 
of the several regiments u'erc restored to them Lists weie duected 
to be made out of soldiers fit to officer the various corps The 
veterans of the Grand Aimy ivere exhorted to laUy lound their 
ancient colours Such retired and jiensioned soldiers as -were fit 
for scnicc, -weic commissioned foi gaiTison duty, and employed m 
drillmg and directing nciv levies Of the veterans, theie responded 
to the caU of the IFar hlmister about a hundred and thirty thousand 
men, who cheerfully quitted their more peaceful labours to engage 
in the defence of the country. Eighty thousand were selected fiom 
among the [National Guards, and thirty thousand marines weie 
created from the sailors formerly belongmg to the different squadrons 
of the navy. There were abundance of sabies in the arsenals, but 
muskets were wantmg — the Imperial factories were employed night 
and day to supply the deficiency. The clothmg was bad — money was 
advanced to the cloth-manufactureis to enable them to supply new 
materials without delay Cavalry and artillery hoises weie readily 
procured by the contractors, and money to any amount was supphed 
by the French and Dutch capitalists, independently of which, the 
several departments and many wealthy mdividuals made voluntary 
donations of large sums to meet the emergencies of the State Napo- 
leon himself is said at this period to have devoted sixteen hours 
a day to the multifarious business which demanded his attention. 

On the 22nd of April, the additional act to the Constitutions of the 
Empue was promulgated This was done partly to satisfy those who 
were most eager to see the result of the proclamations which had been 
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loued on Napoleon s landing, and of the dccrcefl of Lyons, and portly 
to prevent tlio mconvenience of long discussions in tho Chcwip-de 
Mai The net provided — That tho Lcgislatiro power ehould bo 
exercised by tbe Emperor and two CbambcrB — one to consist of an 
imlunitcd number of hereditary peers, to be named by the Emperor, 
tbe other of six hundred and twenty nine salaried representatives of 
the people. The taxes, to be proposed by tho representatives, wer© 
to be voted from year to year No troops were to b© lened withont 
tho sanction of a law Ministers ware declared responsible for the 
acts of the govemmont and the judges wero to be irremovable 
This act was uumediately sent to tho vonons aties and towns 
throughout the empire and, although tho re establishment of the 
hereditary peerage gave much disaatiafactiOD, it received the assent of 
nearly a milhon and a half— -a considerable majonty of the qualified 
elBctoTB of the empire , while the dissentient votes amounted to httlo 
more than four thousand, Tho Royalists then, and long afterwards 
ndiculcd the act os being scarcely more Kbetal than the Charter 
granted in 1814 by Loms A.VilL but there was this essential dif 
ferenco between the documents that Louis confened on tho people a 
cOTtain amount of freedom as of royal iavoui and Napoleon eclmow 
ledged the right of the people to accept that, or demand a new 
compact 

"While tho extensive prcparotionB, already spoken of for renewing 
tho war were in progress, several patnoOc asaoaataonB were formed 
throughout the country By these, many thousands of young men 
were mated to enrol themselves ob volunteer* for the defemco of the 
territory In Pens, numerous companiee of the*© federates, as they 
were called, were orgomied and, on the 14th of May, those of tho 
Faubourga St Marccau and St. Antome went in a body to tho 
Tuilcnes to demand an intemew with the Emperor Their bands 
played tho Carmagnole, the Song of Departure, and the MorseilLus 
ITymu and tho motley ossemblage reminded many of the older 
atizena of tho capital of tho galhcrmgB of the mob in tho days of tho 
roTolutioa. Napoleon, himself oppoars to hayo had some appro 
hcnsion of duturhance as tho Guards were kept under anna, and 
the cannon loaded and turned on tho Place dn Carrousel during the 
day Nothing occurred, howovor, to disgrace tho character of tho 
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labourers, artisans, and tradespeople, of •wlioin tlic procession consisted^ 
On arrhing at the palace, one of tbem, in the name of lus comiades, 
addicssed the Empeior* — “ Siie,” he said, ‘‘ •u'e leceivcd the 
Bourbons ■anth indifference, because we love not to have soveicigns 
imposed on us by an enemy. We icccived you witli enthusiasm, 
because jou are the man of the Nation; and because fiom you we 
expect a glorious independence. Wc come to tender oui arms foi 
the defence of the capital ^V*c ha^c fought undei you; give us 
arms ; wc sv cai to fight only in oiu country’s cause and in yours 
A^Hien, through your genius and oiu omi coimagc, we have conqueied, 
wc shall resume our toils with joy, and shall be better able to 
appreciate the blessings of peace; that, after twenty-five years of sacri- 
fices, wc may obtain a Constitution, Liberty, and the Monarch of oui 
choice.” Napoleon, in icply, said — “ Fcdciated Soldieisl I returned 
to France alone, because I knew the affections of the people and their 
attachment to the national honour. You have justified my confidence, 
and I accept your offer I wiU give you aims, and mil appomt foi 
your guidance ofiiccis covered with honourable scars, and accustomed 
to behold our enemies fly before them. If men of the highest classes 
of society have disgraced tlic French name, the love of country and 
tlie feeling of national honour have been picscrvcd entire among the 
citi?’cns, the countiy people, and tlie soldieis of the anny Yive la 
Nation!” The Fcdeiates departed, peacefully, as they came, thus 
disappointing the hopes of those who wished to see the great cause in 
which they had embarked sullied by outiage 

Shortly afterwaids, namely, on the 1st of June, the deputies of 
depaitments, and those of the army and navy, met to assist at the 
Champ-de-Mai This was a giand and imposing spectacle In fiont 
of the military school a throne had been elected for the Emperor, 
from each side of which lan semicucular tieis of benches, capable of 
holding from fifteen to twenty thousand peisons In the centre was 
an altar, suriounded by seats foi officiating priests and chonsteisw 
Napoleon, accompamed by lus brothers, Joseph, Jeiome, and Lucien, 
who had returned to render him what assistance they could at this 
ciasis of his fate, repaired to the field m procession, and took his seat 
on the throne, anudst the roar of cannon and the acclamations of an 
immense multitude of spectators The marshals and nobles of the 
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empire, the great ofiBcm of state, and many of the finest rt^ments 
of the French army TS'oro present and nnmcrotis bands of music 
enlivenod the scene 

The ceremony commenced wuh a solemn mass celebrated by the 
Archbishop of Tours and Cerdinal Bayanno, assisted by four other 
bisbops. hL Ihiboi* d* Angers pronounced an eloquent address to 
die Emperor on behalf of the electoral deputies , the TOtca for the 
"Additional Act,” were announced by the Arch-Cbanccllor, and 
the Constitution vm signed by Napoleon amid thunders of artillery 
and reiterated cnes of " Yivo la Nation I Vito 1 Emperenr I” The 
Monarch then rose, and addressed die multitude "Emperor, consul, 



soldier ” he exclaimed, " I hold all firom the people In prosperity 
m ftdTCTsity on the field of batdo, m coundl, on the throne m crdlc 
Franco has been tho sole and constant object of mv thoughts and 
actions, Fnmehmen, my imb u that of the people, my rights 
arc theirs my honour, my glory, my happtnos* can be no other 
than the honour, glory and happineai of France I” Tho Archbishop 
of Bourgea then admuustered tho oath of adherence to the Constitution, 
first to the Emperor and subsequendy to tho assembled throng Tt 
'was afterwards <haunted, and eagles Trero distributed to the 
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ICational Guaids, lo ihc troops of tlic line, and tlie inaiine coips — 
Carnot representing the hist, Davoust the second, and Deci^s the 
third. Tlie oath of allegiance A\as administeied severally to each 
j of these classes, aftci vhich the whole, amounting to about fifty 
j thousand men, filed off before the throne, to the sound of maitial 
music, the clangoui of aims, and prolonged cues of “ Vive I’Empe- 
j reur ! ” 

On the dth, the Session of the Lcgislatuie opened, and the factious 
spirit of the representatn cs vas instantly displajed Their first act 
was to appoint Lanjuinais picsident — the man who, in tlie pie- 
ceding year, had drawn up the act of foifciture against the Emperor 
Napoleon, howcvci, contraiy to expectation, confiimed the nomi- 
nation ; and tlius rcinoi ed one stumbling-block, which Ins enemies 
tliought to have laid in his path On the 7th, a manly and well-timed 
speech vas made fiom the tin one; m which tlie Soveieign, aftei stating 
that he had sui rendered all pretensions to absolute power, demanded 
the assistance of the two Chambeis, to enable him to meet and 
avert the dangers by wlucli the countiy was threatened The peers, 
comprising the great statesmen and distinguished men of Fiance, 
responded vdtli becoming confidence and encigy to the patriotic 
appeal ; but the Deputies, to most of whom the duties on which they 
were required to enter were new, voted an addiess, of which the 
absurdity could only be surpassed by its malignity, announcmg that 
they intended to considei the Constitutional Act, and to pomt out its 
defects and imperfections, concludmg their harangue with a decla- 
ration, that the French people, no longer enter tammg thoughts of 
aggrandizement, would not be di aivn, even by the will of a victorious 
Prmce, beyond the boundaries of self-defence — then only objects 
bemg to guaid then tenatory, and to mamtam then hbeity, honom, 
and digmty 

The Emperor, m his reply to this addiess, placed the matter m its 
true hght “ The struggle in which we are engaged,” he said, “ is 
serious Tlie seductions of prosperity aie not the dangers which 
menace us at present we are about to struggle foi existence as an 
mdependent nation The justice of om cause, the pubhc spirit of the 
people, and the courage of the army are strong grounds to hope for 
success, but should we encounter reverses, it is then that I hope to 
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9€c your euGTgy displflycd. Xlio Coustitutioii is our rullynig point 
it ougHt to be our pole-etar in tbe tempest. Every public discussion, 
tending directly or indirectly to dnmmsb the confidence which should 
bo pUced in its arrangements would be a misfortune for the State. 
"W^e should find ourselves in the midst of shoals and quicksands, 
without pilot or compass The cnsis in which we arc mvolv^ is 
arduous. Let us not mutate the eanmple of the Lower Empire which, 
when pressed on all odes by the barbarians, rendered itself the scoff 
of posterity, by engagmg m abstract discusaions at the moment when 
the battering ram was at the gates of the city Aid me to save the 
country As first representativo of the people I hove contracted 
obhgations which I noW renew, to employ, m more tranquil times, all 
the prerogatives of the Crown and the eipenenc© I have acquired, 
to amehorate our mstitutioiis.” 

England had by this time effected a loan of thirty millions and 
the distribution of this among the Allies, had enabled theon to send 
forward their troops towards the French frontiers with the utmost 
actmty The Congress had been removed from Vienna to Frankfort, 
to be near the seat of war One hundred and fifty thousand Austrians 
were advancing upon the route of Switaerland. Another army of the 
same nation, equally strong menaced tho Upper Bhino, Two 
hundred thousand Russians were marching on Alsace One hundred 
and fifty thousand Prussians with about eighty thousand British, 
Dutch, Belgian, and Hanoverians occupied Flanders And when, 
to the force thus enumerated the vanous contingents of Bavana, 
Wurtemberg Baden, Brunswick, and tho petty states of Germany 
are added, the total number of men mustered for the dethronement 
of Napoleon and the re-estabhshment of Ring Louis, was found to 
amount to one milUon and eleven thousand. 

To meet this gigantic array the Emperor with all his eiertums — 
thwarted as he had been by the timid and disaffected — had been able 
to raise the Fr en ch army to only five hundred and fifiy nine thousand 
— of whom there had been levied in two months about four 
hundred and fourteen thousand But even of this force not more 
than two hundred and seventeen thousand soldiers of the regular 
army were fully armed, clothed and disciplined the remainder 
formed an extraoidinary force, or were unfit "W once to enter upon 
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service. Tlic ■whole was dmded into seven giand coips, exclusive of 
several dmsions of observation scattered along the frontier The first 
coiiis, commanded by Ney, was posted in tlie neighbourhood of 
Fillc, the second, undei the oidcrs of Count EeiUe, was cantoned 
round Valenciennes , tlie third, led by Vandamme, was at Mazieies, 
the fouith, undci Gcraid, was stationed neai Metz, of which foitiess 
hfassena was appointed govonior, the fifth coips, under Eapp, was m 
Alsace ; the sixth, under Lobau, at Laon ; and the seventh, undei 
Suchet, at Chambciy. Lecourbe, Biune, Decaen, and Clausel com- 
manded tlie scveial corps of obscivation, and Grouchy, Pajol, Excel- 
mans, hlilhaud, and Kellciman dnccted tlie operations of the cavalry. 
Davoust icmamcd at Pans as Minister of War, Soult was appomted 
hlajor-gcneral of the army, and to General Haxo was entrusted the 
defence of Pans, which on the most accessible 250int had been strongly 
fortified 

Tlie first idea of the Emperoi had been to wait the approach of 
the coalesced armies to the capital, winch they could not have leached 
before the middle of August, when his le'nes and pieparations would 
have been completed, and lus troops bettei organized and more 
efifectivcly disciphncd; but the impatience of the people, and the 
overwhehnmg masses which the Allies were hnngmg forward, induced 
him to abandon this project, and resolve to anticipate his enemies, and 
endeavour to attack and defeat them m detail as they should leach 
the frontier. This plan presented several advantages Belgium 
was desirous of bemg reumted to the Empire, and was only ■with- 
held from declaring its adherence to Napoleon by the presence 
of the foe, and theie was a stiong probabihty that, in case of 
defeat, the Enghsh Paihamentaiy Opposition would have compelled 
the Government to make peace, when the Coahtion must at once have 
been dissolved from want of funds The last plan was finally adopted , 
and the Emperor quitted Pans to place himself once more at the 
head of the Giand Army, on the Belgian frontier, on the mornmg 
of the 12th of Jime 

On the 13th, he reached Avesnes, where he halted to asceiimn 
the number and disposition of the troops, and to issue orders to the 
different corps The total strength of the army about to be put m 
operation was one hundred and twenty-two thousand four hundred 
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men, and t}iree tondrod and fifty piece* of artillery In the evening 
of the 14th, the Emperor pubhahed tho fohovrmg proclamation — 
" Soldiers I Thia la tho anmvensary of ilarengo and of Fnedland, 
■which twice decided the destinies of Europe Then as after Anster 
liti and "Wagram, we were too generons We confided in the oaths 
and protestations of Prmces whom we left npon their thrones Now 
however coalesced among themselves they aim at the mdependence 
and the most sacred rights of France. They have commenced the 
most unjnst of aggressions, I^et ns march tn meet them. Are they 
and we no longer the same men ? 

“ Soldiers 1 At Jena, when fighting against these Pnuaiaiis, now so 
arrogant, yon were but as one against two and at Montm trail as one 
to three, Ijot those Eimong you who have been m the hands of the 
English recite the story of their prison-ships and the miseries they 
there endured. The Saxons Belgians, and Hanoverians, soldiers of 
the Ehemsh Confederation, groan at the thought of being compelled 
to fight against us in the cause of Prmces who are the enemies of 
justice and of the rights of nations They know th at this Goahbon 
has arbi&arily disposed of twelve miDions of Poles, twelve milhons 
of Italians, a million of Saxons and six milhons of Belgians and 
that if permitted it will devour all the secondary States of Germany 

*^A moment of prosperity however, hM bhnded them. The 
oppression and humiliation of the French people are beyond their 
power If they enter France, they will find their graves Soldiers 1 
We have forced marches to make, battles to -wage perils to encounter 
but "With constancy the victory will be ours He rights, the honour 
of the country •will be regained. For every Frenchman who hpH a 
heart, the moment has arrived either to conquer or perish I” 

The movements of the French troops hitherto hpfl been excellent. 
The ■various divisions of the army btid marched ■with cheerful alacrity 
from the several departments and &Ilen mto Imn at the qipomtcd 
spot, ■with a precuoan which shewed the ■Vill of the officers and the 
ready obedience and admirable disciplme of the men Although 
they were now within a league of the Belgio frontier tho Alli es 
appear to have had no knowledge or suspicion of their concentra 
The Prussian advanced guard, therefore remained quietly 
m Its cantonments at Charleroi Blucher Imnaplf at Namur, 
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find tlic Duke of Wellington at Jlrussels The Prussian army 
nuinhcicd about one hundred and tnenty thousand men, and was 
supported hy three hundred guns; the Anglo-Belgian consisted of 
about ninety thousand, of whom about thiity-two thousand weie 
Belgians, and Hanoi crians, whose real, if not then fidelity, was 
extremely questionable. 

, During the night of the l‘Ith, 1111110 the Emperor was giving orders 
j I for opening the campaign on the moriow, Gciaid ariivcd hastily at 

I I head-quarters, iiith tidings that General Bourmont and Colonels 

j Clouet and '\’illoutrc} , of the fourth army corps, had deserted to the 
j enemy, Kapolcon had been accustomed to treason, and was enabled, 
therefore, to prcsciic his tiaiiquillity, though the news was the moie 
disastious, inasmuch as tlic Allies had been previously ignorant both 
of the plans and moicmcnls of the Fiench Cluef, and might, but for 
this imschancc, haie been attacked before tliey weie piepaied Ney 
had been the patron of the tiaitor Bourmont Tlie Emperoi nieiely 
turned to the jMarshal, iilio iias beside him, and said, ‘^You hear. 
Sir • Y'Tiat say you to your protiige, m whom I should have placed 
no confidence but fiom icgard to you “ Sire,” replied the * Bravest 
of the bra^'c,’ “pardon me. I had such devout faidi in his fidehty, 
that I would have answered for Inm with my life” — “Ah, well!” 
said Napoleon using, and icsting his hand on the shoulder of Ney, 
*‘tliosc who aic blues will always lemam blues, and those who are 
whites vnll be v bites” TTiis defection rendered some changes 
necessary m the Enipcior’s plan of attack, which weie accoidmgly 
made on the instant 

About tliree o’clock m the morning of the 15th, the French army 
commenced its march in three columns The Prussian advanced- 
guard, under Zi^then, was speedily driven m, and the bridges of 
Marchiennes, Charleroi, and Chltelet, over the Sambie, havmg been 
taken, the troops, at six o’clock, passed mto the territory of the enemy 
There were brief struggles both at Marchiennes and Ch&.telet, but 
the most important was at Charleroi, wheie Zi^then maintamed his 
ground till three or four m the afternoon, when, being driven back 
on all points, he retreated to rejoin the mam body of his army The 
Prussian loss m these engagements was about two thousand men and 
five pieces of cannon One of the objects of Napoleon had been 
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accomplislieiL The enemy had been compelled to yield hi* position, 
and by retiring to Flenrua left a gap in the line of the Allies of 
betireen three and four leagues. In the meantime, Ncy had received 
orders to advance ■with forty thousand men by the chauas^e of Brussels 
to Quatre-Braa, a pomt of considerable importance firom its inter- 
secting the branching roads between Brussels and Charleroi, and 
Nivelles and Namur The object of the Emperor "was to separate 
entirely the British and Prussian anme*, and there is no doubt, 
that had Ney promptly executed the manceuvre entrusted to him, 
the Bucceas of the plan would thus far have been complete but the 
hfanhal hearmg a cannonade in the direction of Flenrus, detached 
nearly half his troop* to thnt quarter and was compelled to halt at 
Frasnes, for -want of a sufficient force to dislodge the Nassau regiments, 
which held that position as part of the army of WeUmgton, 

The English Commander had remained wholly ignorant of the 
French advance, nntil six o clock m the evening of the 15th and 
oven then the news he received was not sufficiently authentic to 
warrant him m putting hi* troop* at once in motion, as a ftdse merve- 
mezit might ha've entailed mm upon his army He merely directed 
therefore, that every tnim should hold himself m instant readiness to 
march and, m order to avoid exciting alarm among the inhabitants, 
he, the Ihike of Brunswick, and many British officers, attended a ball, 
given that evening at the residence of the Duchess of Bichmond. 
About eleven at night, accounts were received of the operations of 
Napoleon upon the Samhre, upon which orders were immediately 
given for die soldiers to march upon Quatre Bras. The drums then 
beat to arms, the bugles sounded, and festivilies gave place to stean 
preparations for deadly conflict. — 

** There wu motmtmg lo hot hsxte the steed. 

The mostmng sqoadroo and the dsttamig car 
'Went poonng fomrd with Impetnons speed. 

And swiftlj farming in the raxihs of wmr ” 

Before sunnso the whole Botish army was m motion. The Ihike 
himself on qmttmg the ball, rode to Quatre-Bra* and, having given 
instractions for the stand to be there made, hastened across the 
country to Bry and, m a conference with Blnohcr, who had deter 
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mined on gmng battle in his piesent position, coneeited a plan of 
futuie opeiations for the two aiinies 

The attack upon the English, hy Ney, at Quatre-Bias, was made 
at tliice o’clock in the afternoon of the 16th. The foice under the 
command of AVellington, who had letuined horn Biy before the com- 
mencement of the battle, was, at fiist, about nmeteen thousand men, 
and that of the Erencli consisted of a similar numbei the Bntish, 
howcvei, duiing the action, leceived reinforcements, amountmg to 
elei'en oi twelve thousand sokheis, while Ney was unsupported, 
except bj’’ those whom he led to the field in the onset The Fiench 
began successfully The Belgian and Nassau tioops weie diaven 
from all tlieii positions; and the Bntish infantry suffeied seveiely 
fiom repeated attacks of lanceis and heavy diagoons, befoie they 
could form into squares The seventy-nmth and forty-second High- 
landeis weie almost destioyed by these assaults The lattei regiment, 
indeed, of eight hundred men, which formed its complement m the 
morning of the 16th of June, musteied on its leturn to England but 
nmety-six privates and four officers unhurt The French fought 
gallantly thioughout the day, but they weie evidently no match m 
steady enduiance, impeituibable valoui, and discipline, to the foes they 
had encounteied They had been accustomed to decide a battle by 
some bold manoeuvre, which earned panic through the ranks of their 
opponents' — the English soldieis could only be moved from them 
posts by the oideis of then commandeis, or the weapons which 
stretched them lifeless on the earth By the Belgians and Dutch, 
httle moie assistance than was lequned foi absolute self-defence 
was lendeied during the day; so that, notwithstanding the apparent 
supenoiity of the Bntish, the number actively engaged was not 
gieatei on the one side than on the othei Had Ney brought up 
his whole strength, theie is httle doubt that he would have over- 
whelmed the enemy , but, as it was, the Duke of W elhngton remained 
in possession of Quatie-Bras at nightfall, and was afterwards enabled, 
on leainmg that Bluchei had been defeated at Ligny, to retreat 
without molestation towards Brussels The loss of the Bntish and 
then Alhes in this engagement was about five thousand men, 
mcludmg the Duke of Brunswick , who, it may be added, had con- 
tnbuted but little to redeem his sacred obhgation to avenge his 
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fetters death-” The French Iom has been generally estimated as 
about equal to that of the enemy 

In the meantimo the^ Emperor haying at daybreak on the 16th, 
reconnoitred the positions of Blucher, at Sombreu^ lagny, St, Amand, 
and Bry arrayed his troops for a battle It Tras not, however, till 
three o clock, that all was in readiness for the assault, when the 
several corps advanced upon the diderent points assigned them, and 
a funous engagement commenced- lagny was four times taken and 
retaken and possession of St. Amand was gallantly contested but 
the latter was finally captured by General Gerard, 'who fell mortally 
wounded m the moment of victory Every effort was now directed 
upon lagny between which and St. Amand, Blocher was endeavouring 
to concentrate his forces, m order to assume the offensive. The 
Imperial Guard, supported by the heavy cavalry and several field 
pieces, when the Prussians appeared to herniate m their operations 
succeeded in ascending the h£iights of Liguy and, piercing the 
enemy s line drove them thence in great disorder and fuccesaivcly 
fimstrated all their efforts to rally till they hafi reached IBly on the 
Ime of the nver Dyle In this battle the French and Prussians were 
stimulated by deadly personal hatred against each other The former 
remembered the massacres violations pillage and wanton outrage 
committed by Blucher and his followers during the preceding year ■ 
campaign and the latter, that their country had been long subjected 
to the yoke of Napoleon, who had scorned to give them a national 
constitution m exchange for their voluntary allegiance. Few asked or 
received quarter on either side so that at the close of the day the loss 
was immense The Prussians in killed wounded, and prisoners los^ 
it IS said, between twenty and twenty five thousand men bemdei many 
who disbonded and fled at random, ravaging the banks of the Meuse 
m their passage They left also m tho hands of the French, forty 
pieces of cannon and eight stand of colours. The total loss of the 
French was but aix thousand nine hundred and fifty men which was 
portly attributable to the advantageous ground occupied by them, and 
partly to wont of judgment m the Prussian Geneml, who drew his 
soldiers together m such masses upon the acchvities of St. Amend 
Ijigny and Bry that the bullets which mwsed their foremost lines 
invonahly struck down the reserves In the retreat, Blucher him self 
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nairoivly escaped. His Iioisc was killed by a cannon sbot^ and be 
tbroMii to the giound, wliere his own cavahy and the Fiench cmias- 
siois passed OAei lum. He owed his safety to the dailcness of the 
night alone 

At dann on the 17th, Grouchy and liis coips of tliiity-foui thousand 
men, wcic despatched in puisuit of the enemy, who had fled in two 
eolumns by way of Tilly and Gcmbloux, wutli ordeis to dnect their 
couisc on "WaMTCs. His instiuctions w'eie to follow with lapidity 
and energy, so as to pi event the Prussians from rallying, and to 
keep himself always between tlie causeway leading from Charleroi 
to Brussels and die enemy, that he might mamtain his commumcations 
undisturbed w’ith the French mam army, and be able to rejoin it 
when required About seven in the mormng, Napoleon went over 
the field of the previous day’s conflict, and caused every assistance 
to be given to the wounded The dead bodies of the Prussians 
strewing the field, were as four or five to one of the French This 
done, the Emperor galloped forward with the cavahy of Count Lobau 
towards Quatie-Bras, which place he expected to find m Ney’s pos- 
session; but that Maishal had been imable to retrieve his error of 
the 16th, and remamed in front of the British position, although 
now occupied by Wellmgton’s leai-guaid only, which disappeared 
as soon as its commander perceived the approach of Lobau’s horse- 
men Napoleon severely rexn cached Ney for his want of alertness 
and mdecision, and would listen to no excuse or extenuation, msistmg 
that from first to last he should have imphcitly obeyed his mstmctions 
to attack, m which case it would have been impossible for the Alfred 
armies to have acted for the future m concert The march was now, 
therefore, urged m pursmt, the Emperor hopmg that he might yet 
be able to overtake and defeat the British, before they could derive 
any material assistance from reinforcements of their own countrymen 
or other of the Allied troops 

The day had set m foul , the wmd blew fiercely, toiients of rain 
rendered the roads scarcely passable, and the soldiers of both armies, 
as they moved on, sank at every step to their knees m thick clayey 
mud. The British, who had been almost constantly m motion smee 
the night of the 15th, were harassed beyond measme, and murmured 
greatly at being led backwards and forwards, merely to fight battles 
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DisyoaiTXOKS vox battix. 

’trha<i prodored no Tuiblo awilt apoa tbe j*jrae of tie war The 
ball at Bruasela was not foi^tten bat was addaced agamst tbe 
ofGcenr, aa proof of a want both of proper precaution to avoid being 
furpnaed, and of lympatby with those who had the brunt of battle 
the stress of weather, and all the fatigues and pnvaticrna of the march 
and countermarch to endure WoUrngtonB rear-guard, during the 
di^ behaved goi^ntly and succeeded, though with considerihle 
loss ra keeping its p^nuere m chock- In consw^uenco of the 
state of the road*, li was between three and four ©dock before 
the head of the retreating column reached the plain of Waterloo 
and nearly senren before all the troops wore got into position on. the 
using ground in front of Mont St Jean. The Enghsh soldiers 
bivouacked that night on the ground they were to TOflintam lu the 
expected battle of the morrow Napoleon arrived at Planchcnois 
between ox and seven and, aecing that the enemy was established 
m pootion he fixed hit head-quarters at the farm of CatUoox, and 
ranged ha fodowers on the heights around La Belle Alliance The 
remforcemena which the Buke of Wellington continued to recave 
dnnng the IGth and 17th bad rmaed his army to upwards of seventy 
five thousand men who were supported by about two hundred and 
fi{^ piece* of cannon. The force* brought mto the field by Napoleon 
have been estimated, by unpoxbal bistonans at about seven^ thou 
sand men and two hundred and forty pieces of cannon In forming 
a judgment on the relative strength of the two armies however it 
must always be borne in mmd, that the Duke could not depend 
upon the Belgian Nassau, and Hanovetian troops 
Napoleon at about ten o clock at night, despatched an officer to 
Grouchy, to announco that the Anglo-Bclgion army had token port 
in advance of the forest of Soigucs, with its left resting on the 
hamlets of La Hayc and Ohion, where Welimgton appeared deter 
mined on tho next day to giro battle m consequence of which. 
Grouchy was required to detach from his corps at least two hours 
before day break, a division of seven thousand men and sixtecu 
pieces of artilleTy, with orders to mnko their way to St. Lambert 
and, after putting themselves in communication vnih tho nght of 
the Grand Army to operate on tho left of tho Bntmb- At the some 
Umc u was latuaaied that os soon as Blucher should evacuate Wavres, 
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Gioucliy himself, Icaioug the puismt, should maich with the lest 
of his corps to the suppoit of the detachment at St Lamheit. An 
hour after this mcsscngci had been sent towards Wavies, a letter 
fioni Grouchy, dated at Gcnibloux, at five o’clock that evenmg, was 
received by the Emperor, statmg tliat the hlarshal had been unable 
to follow the Pi-ussians,' as he was uncertain whether they had taken 
the road to Wavies or to Liege. He had marched, m fact, but two 
leagues since mornmg, and, as he did not obtain mfonnation of 
Bluchcr’s route till Ins soldiers wcie at supper, he determmed to 
halt till next morning T^Hicn Grouchy at last put his coi’ps m 
motion, it was too late to cficct the purpose foi which he had been 
sent. 

Tlic Duke of 'V^^cUington, meanwhile, was enabled to communicate 
mth Bluchei , from whom he oh tamed a promise, that the whole of 
the Prussian aimy should advance to the suppoit of the British on 
the mommg of the 18 th 

During the night, the Empeioi gave all necessary orders foi 
next day’s battle He was restless and uneasy, fearmg that the 
Bntish and Prussian leaders would avail themselves of the darkness 
to cross the forest of Soignes and unite before Brussels, in which 
case the Prench aimy must have letued without stiikmg a blow, 
and the war, henceforth, must have been conducted at the discretion 
of the Allies, all of whose reinforcements weie hastenmg forward 
Before dayhght, however, it was ascei tamed that the Enghsh were 
preparmg for battle “ The day, then,” sard Napoleon to the officeis 
in attendance, "depends upon Grouchy if he follows the orders he 
has received, we have m oui favour nmety chances to ten ” 

About five o’clock, the ram, which had not ceased dm-mg the 
mght, cleared off, and at eight it was reported by the officers, who 
had been sent to mspect the field, that the ground was practicable 
for artdleiy The Emperor, who was at breakfast, mstantly mounted 
his horse, and rode forward towaids La Haye-Samte to reconnoitre 
the Bntish Ime, and ordered an engmeei to approach nearer to see 
if any entrenchments had been thrown up during the mght When 
informed that there was no appearance of any fortifications, he is 
reported to have exclaimed, " Ha ! I have them, then — these 
Enghsh'” Pmal orders for the battle were then dictated to two 
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officers -vrho Trrote tHom domi upon, tho spot and rn loss tlucn, an 
b-oiir the drums and tmmpeta h.ad sounded the field!” and the 
■whole army ■was m motion 

The Duke of 'Wcllnigtfln had determined, according to the plan of 
operaiionB agreed on between htm and Bluchcr to maintain the 
defensive until the arrival of the Prussian army which ■was expected 
on the field between eleven and twelve ot noon His arrangements 
wore simple and sHlfuL Tbo Bn&sh army was divided mto two 
lines the first, composed of the troops on whom he had most reliance 
ahd the second, of those -whoso Ecal and fidelity were doubtful and 
of those who had snflered most m the battle of Qnatre-Bms Tbo 
cavalry disposed m three lines guarded the rear The right wmg 
extended to the viliage of TMerko Bramo, near Brame la Xxsud the 
centre rested on the heights of Mont St- J ean and the left was sup- 
ported by the hamlet of Ter la Hayo The ch&teau and gardens of 
Hongomont on the nght, and the farm house of La Haye-Sainte m 
front, were occupied by strong detBchments as important points of 
defence 

The soldiers on both sides were almost oxbansted with fatigno and 
the hardships they had already oncoimtered, ere the decisive field was 
attained- Marching and counter marchmg want of rest jndifTerent 
provisions and the tempestuous weather from which they had no 
shelter night nor day had utterly incapacitated many for additional 
exertion The advantage howo-ver m this respect remained, on the 
raoming of the i8th with the English who had been able to snatch 
a few honra Bleep resting on thoir mnsteta among the standing com, 
or lying on the wet ground whflo the French troop* had been 
nmrchmg till a much later hour at nigbk and were called mto action 
earher in the morning 

By half past ten o clock the two armies were arrayed, and impatient 
for«ordors to commence the battle Napoleon then rode along the 
front of the French Imos exhorting his follower* to shew themselve* 
Tforthy of their former day* of ■victory and glory and ho -was 
answered by umvenai shonta of Vivo I lEzaperenr I ” ■whHo tho 
infantry raised their cap* upon them bayonets and tho cmrassior* 
their helmets on tho points of their aabre* to testily their confident 
cntbuimsm The Emperor next proceeded to the heights of Kos- 
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sommc, wlicic he dismounted, to obtain a cleai view of the whole 
held ; and v here he stationed his Guard, as a reserve, to act where 
emergency should require. The Enghsh, meanwhile, remained silent 
and steady, waiting the commands of their Clucf ; who, with a tele- 
scope in his hand, stood beneath a tree, near the cross road, in front 
of liis position, watcliing the movements of his opponents 

It was nearly noon 'uhen Prince Jerome, who commanded the left- 
wing of his brother’s army, began the engagement by an impetuous 
charge on die position of Hougomont, whence die Nassau troops were 
speedily driven in confusion. The chateau and gardens, however, 
were bravely defended by a dinsion of Enghsh Guards, who could 
not be dislodged, and Jerome, skilfully masking the pomt, pushed on 
with his cavalry and artillery against Welhngton’s nght Here also 
the Belgian and Nassau soldiers gave way, but the firmness of the 
British infantry, tire steady and contmuous stream of their musket- 
shot, and the weU-directed fire of their artiUeiy, defied all the efibits 
of their assailants j and Jerome, after a stem and desperate contest, 
was compelled to retiic, leaving Hougomont still in the hands of 
the English, who at once reinforced and strengthened the position 
Nevertheless, the conflict raged here, more or less, duimg the day, 
till at last the chateau was set on fire by the shells of the French, and 
friend and foe were compelled to abandon it. Part of the wood and 
gardens, at the close of the action, was m .the hands of the French, 
and part was occupied by the Butish. 

While Napoleon was anxiously watcliing the first movement of his 
troops, an aide-de-camp, sent by Ney, who had been charged to 
attack the enemy’s centre, arrived at fuU gallop to announce that 
all was in readmess, and the Marshal waited only a signal for the 
onset The Emperor glanced for a moment round the field, and, 
m the direction of St Lambert, perceived a kmd of moving cloud 
advancmg on the Enghsh left , he instantly pomted it out to Soult, 
and asked whether he conceived it to be Grouchy or Blucher ^ That 
ofS.cei was in doubt, and Generals Homont and Subervic were 
despatched, with their divisions of hght cavalry, with instructions to 
clear the way in case it should be Grouchy, and if an enemy to hold 
Tn-m m check Shortly afterwards, a Prussian hussar was brought in 
prisoner, from whom, and iiom a letter which he bore, it was ascei- 
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tamed that the colanm al St, Iiambcrt tho sdrasced-gtiard of 
Bolow, who -waa folloTnug as rojadly as possible with thirty thousand 
meUi and that Bluchcr -vraa adli at Wavrcs -where Grouchy had not 
yet £^jpearod, Napoleon exclaimed, that at least thirty of iua ninety 
chancet were now lost bat if Grouchy could ho induced to hatten 
upon St. Lambert, and take Btdow^f corps m tho rear, aB mi^ht yet 
go well. An officer was rmmedintely dei^tched to urge hu arrival 
and, m tho naeantuno, Lobau waa sent with two divxnons to support 
Domont in keeping tho Prussians m check with mstmetjons to charge 
furiously the moment Grontdiy who it was thought conld not bo far 
off, should appear 

Orders -were then sent to Noy, to commenoe.his attack by marching 
forward on La Haye-Samto and offer taking that post wtth tho 
bayonet, and leaving there a division of infantry, to press forward on 
the farms of Papclotto and La Haye and place his troops between 
those of "Wellington and Bulow In a few mmnle* a battery of 
eighty cannon opening at once npon the leff centre of the Bntish 
imo announced that the ‘ Bravest of the brave” had if ever he 
had hwt It, recovered his uioftl promphtude. The havoc occaaoned 
among the ADies by this deadly fire was uninense and Wellington 
m order to acrecn his men &oni its effects drew them back to the 
revereo slope of tho hHl on which they had been drawn up This 
■was tho only retrograde movement made by the English during the 
day Under cover of tho fire Count d*Erlon, -with throe divisions of 
infantry and thirty pieces of cannon, adrancod along tho Genappo 
road but, as they ascended the position of La Hayo-Samte the Duke 
of Welhugton directed against them a charge of heavy cavalry which 
speedily drove one column back into the hoBo-w 

A bnga^ of hKBurad a emrasmers in turn repulsed tho English 
Guards, and nuhing onward attacked tho mfimtry the charge ho'W 
ever was nnsuwessful the horsemen being unable to tyka £m 
imprwtion npon tho squares formed for their ro«ption whBe they 
were themselves exposed to an mccssoat fire of miuketry Mean 
while one of I) Erlon s unbroken columns pushed fiirward beyand 
La Hayc-Samte, upon which it made no attack and charging emo 
Belgian and three Dutch regiments drovo them from, their port m 
disorder and obtained possession of tho heights Sir Thorons Pjcton 
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i ^\as no>\* sent to dislodge the ndAancing battalions, and being sup- 
ported by a brigade of lica\7 cavaliy, the French, after firing a yolley, 
paused, ylicclcd, and fied in confusion. Many ^vere cut down by 
the Guards; and seven guns, two eagles, and about two thousand 
prisoners were taken. Tire British dragoons, however, pursued therr 
success too far ; and, getting involved among tire infantry, and bemg 
attacked by a body of cuirassiers, they were dicmselvcs broken, and 
compelled to retire with great loss, leaving the captured guns to their 
new assailants, and affoiding the broken mfantiy an oppoitumty to 
reform their ranks. Napoleon lumself had led the charge that 
dispersed this brigade of Enghsh cavalry, in which General Devaux 
w as killed, and L’Allemand wounded at his side. It was here, also, 
drat tire Enghsh generals, Picton and Sir Wilham Ponsonby, fell 
Ney, though deprived of his artillery for a time, contmued, never- 
dielcss, to advance with the columns which had not yet been engaged • 
his principal attack being directed against La Haye-Samte, which was 
defended by some Hanoverian and Scottish troops For three hours 
was tills important position, and the part of the field which it com- 
manded, contested by cavalry, infantry, and artillery — the hiH bemg 
now held by the Enghsh, and anon by the French The contest, 
which shortly extended itself along the entire jhont of the British 
right, w'as of the most desperate character. Whole battalions feU 
m hne as they stood, and the shrieks of maimed horses, and the 
cues and groans of the wounded and dying, rose above the loud 
music of the mihtary bands and the contmuous loU of musketry, 
fillin g every pause of the thundermg cannonade 

Napoleon, from the rising ground to which he had returned to 
watch the progress of the battle, at length beheved that- he saw 
mdications of the enemy’s retreat, and mstantly despatched an order 
for KeUerman to advance as rapidly as possible with his cuirassiers, 
to support the cavahy on the low grounds between Mont St Jean' 
and La Haye-Samte The command was obeyed with alacrity, and 
the dragoons gallopmg forward, drove the British artillerymen from 
their guns, and charged furiously upon the squares of infantry behmd 
It IS asserted by all the French authorities, and contradicted by all 
the Enghsh, that several squares of the Alhed infantry were now 
broken, and six stand of colours taken It is ceitam that the aban- 
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doned cannon was for a time m pooeasicm of the Impcnal soldiers, 
but they could neither sectrre nor spiko tho pieces on account of 
the tremendotu fire which was kept np by the British infantry and 
•when tho caralry retired, tho artSlerymen, isanmg fixim the square 
m which they had found refajo immediately manned their guns, 
and poured upon tho foe a dcstractrvo roUcy of grape shot Tho 
cmrasBiers howerer seemed detoxmined to effect their purpose and 
notwithstanding the deadly hail which thinned their ranks, they 
returned to the charge ogam and again, and rode round and round 
tho squares, and penetrated even to the second British hno bnt the 
infantry was inunoreable and after sustaining frightful carnage the 
cmrascors were compelled to draw off — when, for a short tune 
the cofnfiict on both sides slackened. 

It was now nearly ax o clock, and tho Chief of each army aimonsly 
looked for his expected remforcement. Bulow on tho French right, 
had been effectrvely chocked by Loban, Domont, and Snbemo but 
there was no appearance of Grouchy and it was soon ascertained 
that Bluchei havmg come up m person with the mam body of hu 
army, tho French opposed to him would be unable long to maintam 
their ground. Presently aftenrarda a messenger smTod from 
Grouchy with intelhgtmce that the Marshal mstcad of qmttmg Gem 
bloux at daybreak according to his stated intenUons of the preceding 
oTcning, had halted there till half post nine, and then taken the road 
to Wavres, ignorant of tho Emperors engagement with the enemy 
befbro "Waterloo It was now endent, that no assistance could be 
xccerred from Grouchy dll post seren in the orening at least. It was 
of the utmost importance howeyer, that Blucher should ho prerented 
from effecting his junction with TFelUngtoii and accordingly orders 
were despatched to Xiobao. and hu companions, to use e ve r y effort to 
restrain tho Proasian odyance At tho lazno tune Xhihcsme with 
eight thousand of the Young Guard and twenty four field pieces 
wore sent towards Plimchenois upon which yiliago Eobau, if oyer 
whelmed, mnst nec es sarily retreat. Thu reinforcement served for a 
brief space to stay the progress of Blucher but the dark mosses of 
Prussians were soon ofterwarda seen debouching on the plain from tho 
Y avres rood and the feeble army opposed to thorn wbjs compelled to 
givo way and rctnro thon^ slowly before them. 
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Napoleon now saw that tlie crisis of tlic battle appioacbed, and 
that nothing but tlie most consummate sMll and desperate valour 
could save him Horn lum He began to piepaie, theiefoie, foi the 
final struggle. His first orders produced a senes of movements which 
changed the whole fiont of his army, so as to face the Prussians as 
well as the English The left-wuig was withdrawn from Hougomont, 
and brought nearer to La BeUe-Alhance The cavahy of Hellerman 
and MiUiaud were ordered to faU back from before Mont St Jean, and 
Lobau and Huhesme to contmue then retreat, and range m hne 
above Planchcnois , while General Pelet was to hold that vrllage, m 
order to support the movement At the same tune, an aide-de-camp 
•was sent along the lines to announce that Grouchy approached, and 
that courage and perseverance would soon procure a -victory 

The infantiy of the Imperial Guard had not yet been brought mto 
action. Napoleon now formed it, at the foot of the positron of 
La Belle-Alhance, mto two columns, reserving only four battalions 
to protect their comrades’ march, and led them forward m person, 
as far as a ra-vme which crossed the Genappe road, m fiont of the 
British Imcs Here, on the entreaty of the of&ceis of his staff, who 
represented to lum, that the safety of Prance depended solely on him, 
he relmquished the command to Ney, who, ha-vmg had five horses 
shot under him during the day, advanced on foot A hea-\y fire of 
artillery announced that they were m motion, and soon the British 
guns commenced an mcessant thunder on then ranks — changmg, as 
the columns advanced, from round to cannister shot ; and, finally, 
fir mg double charges The Guards, however, though their numbers 
were thinn ed at every step, contmued their march, and, m a short 
time, gained the crest or nsmg ground of Mont St Jean, on which the 
Enghsh awaited their assault The Piench bands, meanwhile, played 
the Imperial March, and the soldiers rushed on, "with deafenmg shouts 
of “ Vive I’Empereur I” The Biims-wick, Belgian, and Dutch troops, 
which had been stationed on the emmence to oppose the advance of 
the assailing force, fled m teiiroi the mstant they perceived themselves ^ 
m danger , and the Duke of Wellmgton was compelled m person to 
rally them The fate of Emrope, at that moment, hung on the cool- 
ness, self-command, and promptitude of the Enghsh General , and the 
result has proved, that the confidence reposed m his skill and firmness 
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Traa wortliily bestowed. Before tbo Impeiial Gnmd conid deploy, be 
gave tbe long-deiircd, long expected word for tbe Bntwb mlkntry to 
adyance wbicb bexng obeyed aa foon aa uttered, tbo men, wbo bad 
beeu lying on tbe ground on tbe bill or resting on tbcir arms on tbo 
slope, sprang for war d and, moving on m line dosed around Ncy and 
bu gallant followers pouring into dicur ranbs a contmuoiia stream of 
bullet* Tbe Impenai Guatda attempted to deploy but m tbe effort 
they were threrwn into confusion, and rusbed m a dense crowd, not to 
the rear but to tbo hollow road m front of La Haye-Samte, whence 
tboy were speedily driven m utter confusion. Tbe uniform and bat 
of Ney m this dciperate charge were nddled with baHi 

Blucher, meanwhile bad pressed forward and obtamed posaeanon 
of tbo hamlet of La Haye having dnvon tbenco tbo few French 
Boldiera who bad attempted to bold it and bis advanced-guard was 
abcady m communicationi with tbe Bntiab left, Bnlow bad, been 
repulsed from Plancbenois, but bemg now rexnforced with tbe ttrong 
corps of General Pirch was agam advancing Napoleon bad no 
reserve save tbe four battabotui of the Old Guard, which had boon 
retamed to cover Ncy*# retreat It was already dusk and Wei 
Imgton havmg essumed tbo offeiwrro was advancrog at the bead 
of all has foxcea. Tbe French bad been everywbore repulsed tbe 
Guard, never before conq^oered bad been routed by tbe stem 
unyielding Bntona and night brought with it terror and despair 
Tbe fatal cry of Sanyo qm peutl” wai rawed and soon beconung 
general, ducapbne and courage vamshed and a wHd flight enmod. 
Tbe Emperor for a moment attempted to rally bi* fu gi t iv e soldiers, 
but tbo effort proved unavaitlmg and bo was compelled to throw 
himself into tbe midrt of tbe square of bu Old Guard, with bw brother 
Tcrome Ney Soult, Bertrand Drouot, Corbinean Flabault, Go^ud, 
Lib^doydro and Cambrono to eicapo being made prisoner 

The Engbib and Pmssumji now filled the whole plam and tbeor 
cavalry and arfiUery earned death on every side Tbe battle bad 
ended but camago bad taken its place Tbe BnUsb were tbe 
victar* but tbo Pra*nan swords were unfleshed and then vengeance 
un s a faat ed. Those reapers of cheap glory therefore scoured tbo 
field, and gave no quarter 

The Emperor still bngered on tbe ground with hi* yet unbroken 
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sliould fall'” Napoleon, who was on foot, instantly mounted his 
horse, but his generals and gienadiers, though wdhng to pensh 
themselves, would not listen to any proposal which mvolved his 
death, and, finally, an aide-de-camp, seizmg his bridle, led him at 
a gallop from the field For half a league his route lay thiough 
fields, m the midst of the enfuiiated Prussians, whose bullets whistled 
m the darkness aiound his head, but lefused to stiike him Shortly 
before ten o’clock he i cached Genappe, where he paused for awhile, 
and made another attempt to laUy, but the confusion was utterly 
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uTcmeiliablo and, aa the Prussian and Engliali carolry tvcto close 
at hand he was compoBod to abandon the placo and hasten to 
Charleroi where ho stayed only to procure some Tcfrcshmcnt ere 
he proceeded to Philippcvillo, whence ho confcmncd his ronto to 
Leon At nine at night, on the 20th accompanied by hlaret, and 
Goncrals Bertrand, Dronot, lAb^oyko and Gourgaud, ho re-entered 
Pans, and slept for the night nl the Elys^c palace 

The Duke of "W^eUington on tho night of the 18th, had urged 
the advance m person as far as Genappo where and not as almost 
nnircnally stated at La Bello Alliance ho met with Blucher, some 
timo after ten o clocL Hero it was arranged that the Pmssians 
should contmno tho pursmt by tie light of tho moon which was 
jTurt rising through the dnxzling mist, while tho weaned English 
halted to obtain some refreahment and repose The French army 
was utterly disorganised Cavalry infantiy artBlery all mingled 
confoscdly together and songht to escape by the road and over the 
heavy ploughed grounds and com field*. The artUlerymon aban 
doned their guns the soldier* of tho tram cut the trace# of their 
horaes the baggage ammunition waggons store# and a number of 
pnrato camages>— among othors fbat which had home the Emperor 
from Pons were abandoned and the drivers songht for safety 
wherever chanco diroctod them, ifo rcndfirvoui had been appointed 
and mdeed no road was open every ono therefore, fled at random, 
and strove for mdindual pro#crration. Tho Prusnan and Brunswick 
soldier# cut down rvery sotd they encountored. These troops had 
never by their own valour gamed a langlo battle but such men 
exult most savagely over tie foe* which other arm* have prostrated. 
To the honour of the Bntmh U should be recorded that when the 
fight had closed notwithstanding their own losses anSexings' and 
fatigue numbears of the victonoua soldiers diqierscd over tho field 
and earned refreshments and aenstance not olono to thoir wounded 
countrymen but to those disabled foet whom they had bo recently 
encountered m mortal strife. 

At Flcnras Ligny, Qnatre Bras, and 'W'aterloo and m tho rout 
that foUoTTcd, tho French lost obout forty thousand men the Pnuaaans 
thirty-eight thouaand the brave Belgian* mclndmg the Dutch 
to whose memory a colo**al lion has amco been erected on tho plains 
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of ■\Vatciloo,— appiopriatcly depicted witli liis tail between bis legs, 
— eight thousand; the Hanoverians three thousand five bundled, and 
the English between eleven and tv'clvc thousand — m all upwaids of 
one bundled thousand men . too high a price, it may now be thought, 
to liavc paid merely for the icstoiation of a baseless throne to the 
despicable elder Bouibons, and the o^clthlow of Napoleon. 

Immediately on his arrival at the Elysdc, Napoleon had caused 
his brothers, Joseph and Lucicn, with Cambacciies, Regnault dc 
St, Jean Angely, Deeres, Cauljuncourt, Carnot, and otheis to be 
summoned The Empcroi desired that the hliuisters, and even the 
two Cliambcrs, might be called togethci during the night, believing 
that a statement of tlic truth would induce them at once to vote 
sufiicicnt men and money to rcoigani/e the army, and enable him 
to make a further attempt for the defence of the country Maiet 
seems to have understood the spuit of the Ecpicsentatives of the 
“Great Nation” much better than he did who had won foi it the 
name of -which it vaunted. “Parlies will meiely take the opportunity 
to agitate,” he said, “and though the house is on file, the* chief 
discussion v ill be to spare water and engines ” 

Tlic return of the Empcioi was not generally kno-wn till the 
morning of the 2 let, when the two Chambeis met in haste to 
deliberate on future piocccdiugs The extent of the National dis- 
asters, as far as they could be ascei tamed, weie candidly stated m the 
report dictated by Napoleon, and dcliveicd by the ]\Iimster. A 
stoimy debate ensued, and M de La Fayette, whose honest mtentions 
have never been questioned, but whose want of common sense, on 
moie than one occasion, inflicted senous injuiies on his country, 

t 

proposed five icsolutions — the adoption of which was tantamount to 
establishing a Republic — La Fayette’s favouiate notion of government 
By the first vote, it was declaied that the National independence was 
threatened, by the second, that the sittings of the Representatives 
were permanent, and that whosoevei should seek to dissolve the 
Chamber would mcui the penalties of tieason, by the thud, it was 
announced that the army had deserved well of the country, by the 
fouith, the National Guard was called out, and the fifth mvited the 
Ministers to repan to the Assembly These resolutions weie received 
with marked demonstrations of joy by the Bourbomsts, who became 
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till* at onccj assured that the Chamber would refuse all co-operation 
with the Emperor to drive back the national enemy from tho frontier 
The debate and its publication must have pul an immcdiato end to 
tho hopes of all who had veatored to dream of Exench independence 
under the constitaticmal sorcroignty of Kapolcom 

Debates and conference* wore mamtamed throughout the doy^ — 
*11 to one pomt, a imh that, as the war had ong^noUy been 

declared not agmnit France, but against Napoleon, die latter would 
abdicate and leave tho conduct of tho Goveromemt to La Fayette and 
his oratorical companions From tho proceedings which had taken 
place it was clear, indeed, that this conrse, or the trial of a new 18th 
of Bnnnaire, must be adoptod. Pnneo Lucaon recommonded tho 
Utter but tho Emperor would scarcely luten to the altemaUvc 
' You know the consequences, urged Lucien, ^of wanting the 
courage to dare You deliberate when you ought to act Ihe 
Chamber, unless you speedily resolve on its expulsion, will pro- 
nounce your forfoituro ” Nnpoloon finally refusod to employ violence 
egamst the L^islaiore and, durmg the night of the 2l8t, an act of 
abdication was demanded from him in tho name of the Peers as well 
as of tho Depunos, A iccno of bitter altercation took place in. his 
presence. La Fayette and Laiyamajs urged that nothing could bo 
done for the benefit of the country until o grtat laerifiee had 
vtads Maret, m reply demanded sever© measure* against the Eoy 
ohsts and the disaffected who wexo their friends Kecourse ought to 
bo had m auch a cnsis, ho urged, to the poLcy of the Kerolution, 
which condemned to punishment all who sought to on^nger the 
Nation. Had such measure* been earlier resorted to ” he added 
lomo who hear mo would not now be smiUng nt the misfortone* of 
their country and TTeUington would not bo marching iq>on Pan* ” 
Napoleon put an end to the dispute by diamutsmg the unmannerod 
cavillers Ho subseqacntly »cnt for Benjamm Constant, not appa 
rcBtly to ask for adneo but to state his own viows to one who was 
able and honeit enough to report them fairly 

The question no longer concoma me but Franco ” said the 
Emperor * !Ilioy wish m© to abdicate have they calculated upon 
tho mentablo consequences T It is round mo and my name that the 
army rallies to separate mo from it is to disband it. If I abdicate 
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to-day, in two days’ time you will no longer have an army. The 
soldieis do not understand your subtleties, nor will foreign powers 
be won by your fine words Had I been dethroned fifteen years ago 
there would have been some spirit in it ; but as I now make part of 
what strangers attack, France is bound to defend me In abandomng 
me, she avows her weakness, and courts the insolence of the Con- 
queror. It IS no love of hberty, but Waterloo that deposes me. 
And what right has the Chamber to demand my abdication ^ It has 
no authority, and steps out of its sphere to do so It is my right 
and duty to dissolve it ” 

While he was speaking, the avenue of Marigny resounded with 
cnes of “ Vive TEmpereur!” A ciowd of the labouring classes and 
poor citizens had gathered round the palace, and were trying to scale 
the walls to get near the Emperor, in order to offer him their services 
to defend him and the country. Napoleon looked at these groups for 
some tune, and at last said : — " You see it is as I have stated These 
are not the persons whom I have loaded with wealth and honours 
I found and left them poor. It is the instmct of necessity which 
enhghtens them, — the voice of the country which speaks by their 
mouths. K I were to permit it, the reftactory Chambers, in an hour, 
would have ceased to exist But I did not return from Elba to 

inundate Bans with blood I . . I do not wish to employ force I 
came m the hope of combining our last resources • they liave aban- 
doned me with the same facdity with which they received me back 
But let them do for the country what they vail not do for me I 
doubt their mtentions Those who wish to dehver me up to-day, j 
say that it is to save France to-morrow, by dchicnng up France, 
they vail prove that it was to save themseh cs ” He finally declared 
his resolution to abdicate in favour of Ins son 

Carnot, who, better than most of lus colleagues, understood the 
position of France, and the need vhicli it had of the genius and 
valour of Napoleon, to enable it to retain the semblance of an indc- | 

pendent nation, and to contest for the exclusion of the hated Bourbon^, ^ 
was the last to sanction the resignation of power b) the Emperor, 
in bnghter times he had been the first to oppose lus a^-suinjilion of the ' 
Impenal title He knew that the safety of the Nation dcpcmicd 
upon the anny and its Chief : and when lie found tliat the counsel of 
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the I<Uc^ had taumphfld, ho bnned h>. feco lo hi. haada ot tho 
fblo whoa, ho h^ boon mitaig. 

wa, deeply affected and irhdo ho .ought to .ootho the gnof Vf the 
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smceie in tibeii declaiations, and to liave aimed only at my person 
My political life is terminated, and I proclaim my son, imdei tlie 
title of Napoleon II , Empeioi of the Eiench. The present hlmisteis 
■will pio'visionally form the Council of Government The interest 
which I take in my son’s welfare, induces me to in'vite the Chamheis 
to organize, without delay, a legal Regency Let all unite for the 
puhhc safety, in order to lemain an independent Nation ” 

The act was received by the disaffected among the Representatives 
■with the utmost transport It gave the speculative an opportmnty 
to lecommence their old amusement of constitution-makmg , and 
promised to those who had been long excluded from power and 
patronage, at least a brief space for attendmg to their fortunes The 
Chambers, meanwhile, prepared an address of thanks, which they 
transmitted to Napoleon through a deputation, consistmg of Lanjumais 
and others, who were charged to fehcitate him on what they were 
pleased to call his last act of heroism The Emperor rephed with 
digmty — 

^^I desne that my abdication may conduce to the happiness of 
Prance, hut I have httle hope of such a result the State is left 
■vrithout a Chief and without pohtical existence. The time lost m 
overthrowmg the monaichy would have been better employed m 
putting the country m a state to destroy the enemy. I reco m mend 
to the Chambers the prompt leinforcement of the aimies Those 
who ■wish foi peace, must prepare for wai Do not expose this 
gieat nation to the mercy of foreigners, lest your expectations he 
disappomted. In that consists the danger for me, in whatever 
situation I may be placed, I shall always be happy so long as I know 
that Fiance is so ” 

On the same day, the Chambers, pioceedmg on the act of abdi- 
cation, but -without reference to the condition upon which it had 
been executed — that of recogmsmg Napoleon II as Empeioi, — 
appomted a Pro-nsional Government of five membeis, consisting of 
Eouch^, Carnot, Grenier, Qumette, and Caulamcouit , stiangely 
overlookmg La Fayette and Lanjumais, who had been the prime 
movers of the measure, and who, doubtless, -wished to be considered 
as the heroes of the new revolution It was in vam that Pnnce 
Lucien, Lab^doyere, Lavalette, and others, mged that the right of 
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succeaaon, according to the CJonatitution, ivhich all of them, three 
■weeks before, had sworn to obey, was vested in the sou of the 
Emperor, and that Comot laid before the Chamber a report, fotmdod 
npon despatches jnit received from Jlarthal Gronchy, Sonlt, and 
others, that the condition of the army was Jess desperate than had 
been imagmed, — the Chambert proceeded with as much seat as 
though It hod been their speoal object and duty to prepare the way 
for the entire conquest of France and the restoration of Loms XVlil 
With one member of the new Provinonal Government, indeed, such 
restoration is now well known to have been the end anned at 
Fouch4, from the moment of tho Emperor s return from Elba to his 
final departure for St Helena, waa m constant commmucation with 
tho AUies, and with the Bourbon Court at Ghent, dotaflmg from day 
to d^, by means of trusty agents — which, from his long connexion 
with the pohco and his present post at its hood, none knew better 
than he how to select and employ — ell occurrences of interest and all 
measures resolved upon or contemplated. “It is one of tho marvels 
of our tones " says Sir Walter Scott “how, after having been tho 
mainspring of tnch a complication of plots and counter plots, revolu 
tionory and counter revolutionary intngues, Fouchtf contrived after 
all, to die in his bed. Ono of the falsehoods now propagated by 
this sanguinary old Jacobin, in order to appease the people, who 
became clamorous at what they conceived to be Napoleon's dethrone 
ment, was, that in on official communication, which had just readied 
him from Pnneo Mettermch, tho latter, on behalf of the Austrian 
Court, had guaranteed the accession of Napoleon II in case of the 
abdication of the Emperor 

Napoleon, when mfonned of the appointment of the Frovmonal 
Govemment, was filled with mdignatton ‘I have not abdicated,” 
he oiclazmed, "on behalf of a now Directory, hut m favour of my 
son if ho 13 not proclaimed, my abdication is null It is not by 
prtssenting itself before tbe ADios with drooping head and bonded 
knecf, that tho Nation will oblam tho rccogmUoii of its mdopendence 
If tho Chamberi ■were acquamted with their true position they ■would 
spoutanoously hare proclaimed Napoleon IL Foreigners ■would then 
have learned that you possessed a will, on object, a rallying point 
they would have seen that tho 20Ui of March was not an affair of 
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paity or faction, but the result of attachment in the French people 
to my person and dynasty The national unanimity would have 
pleaded better than any mean and degradmg humihation ” 

The situation of the Chambers had by this time become critical 
The gaiiison of Paris, the Federates, many of the National Guards, 
and a majoiity of the lower classes, had adopted the opinion of Carnot 
and Lab^doyeie, that the defence of the country agamst the advancmg 
enemy should have been the fiist consideration, and that effective 
defence was impossible without the name and gemus of Napoleon 
to diiect it Ciowds of peisons daily gathered aiound the Elys^e 
palace and demanded to see the Emperoi, whom they called upon 
once moie to put himself at the head of the army, to rescue France 
fi-om foieign and domestic foes Fouch4 and his Piovisional Govern- 
ment became alarmed lest an insurrection should ensue, and the 
hostile Chambeis be dehveied a prey to popular fory The Emperor 
was then sohcited to leave the capital, where his presence created so 
much uneasmess among the factious, and, in order to mduce him 
to do so, the Chambeis, on the 24th of June, formally recognised 
Napoleon II. as Empeioi On the 25th, accoidmgly, the Emperor 
retued to Malmaison — the ancient country-seat where the happiest 
days of his life had been spent with his beloved Josephine Here, 
on the urgent entreaty of Carnot, who represented that the soldiers 
had lefused to yield obedience to any one save the Empeior, oi 
to acknowledge any othei government without his special command, 
he issued the following proclamation to the troops • — 

“ Soldiers ! While obeymg the necessity which compels me to 
separate from the brave French army, I bear with me the happy 
certamty that the army will justify, by the emment services which the 
country expects from it, the eulogies which oui enemies themselves 
have been unable to refuse. Soldiers ! I shall foUow your steps, 
though absent I know every corps, and not one of them will ohtam 
a signal advantage over the enemy, but I shall render homage to the 
courage it may display. You and I have both been calummated 
Men, mcapable of appieciatmg our labours, have seen, m the marks 
of attachment you have given me, a zeal of which I was the sole 
object Let your future success apprise them, that it was the country 
above all thin gs which you served m obeymg me ; and that if I had 
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any thare m your affection, I mdebted for it to my ardent love for 

Franc© onr common motber 

Soldieral A few efforts more, and the Coalition -will bo diiaolved. 
Napoleon mil recognise yon by the blows yon arc about to strike 
Save the honour, the independetice of the French 1 Be the tame men 
that I have known you for the lost twtmty years, and you will be 
mvmciblo I 

The Alhea were now approaching Pans having urged their march 
with the utmost speed, the moment thoy were mfonued that Napoleon 
had abdicated, and that nothing leznamed to oppose their progress 
but the embodied cabal which bad usurped the functions of Govern 
mont The Federate# and populace were still clamorous for the 
restoration of the Empetor and when it was whispered that Fouchd 
had surrounded him by police agents wbo treated him as a prisoner 
the housQ of that infamous man was surrounded by a mob, and ho 
compelled to conceal himnwtf Halmaison at the same time was 
beset by a crowd of soldiers and others, constantly shouting * Vive 
lEmpcreur and petitioning Nax>oleon to place hmuelf at their head, 
in order to make a dnsl stand for nationfil freedoia, beneath the walls 
of Pam, 

The Emperor though perfoctly calm in all that regarded hi# 
own iato seemed overwhalmed with the thought that Pans was 
about to b© surrendered without a blow to the ABie* and, on the 
27th hearing that "Wellington and Bhicher were not Ikr diatant, and 
that the dispcmtion of their troops was auch as to offer a prospect of 
success, were a bold and slolftti movement attempted, he wrote to the 
Proniional Government to offer hia services as General In rohn 

qmihmg my power he said ‘ I have not renounced the noblest 
right of a cafaxen — the right of defending my country The approach 
of our enemies to the capital, no longer leaves any doubt of thmr 
lutcntKms or of their bad fiuth In these grave mrcumstances, I offer 
you my services, as General and desire to bo regarded only as tho first 
soldier of the country ” 

Pouchy and his coHoagues however, with the oxccpUoii of 
Carnot, who kept aloof from the intxignerf saw if this request 

were acceded to Napoleon must necessarily be still in a position 
to become Ihcir master Thoy accordingly refused hu scmces 
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and sent Geneial Becker — a person ■with, wkose conduct the 
Empeioi had been dissatisfied, and who was consequently sup- 
posed to entertain a pique against him — with orders to watch 
the dethroned Monarch’s proceedmgs, and prevent his escape firom 
Mahnaison 

In the meantime, the answer of the Allies to the demand of the 
Provisional Government, for an armistice, was made kno-Roi — The 
person of Bonaparte was to he surrendered, unconditionally, to 
their keeping ; Pans was to capitulate , and Louis XVIH was to 
he replaced upon the Prench throne Even the atrocious Eouch^ 
quailed when he reflected on the summary vengeance which would 
he taken hy the people, should ■these demands he at once comphed 
with , and, in older to avoid the consequences of appearing to yield 
to the lettei of the first requisition, though engaging at the same 
time to do so in substance, messengers were despatched to the 
Emperor, to implore him, for his own safety, the general inteiest, 
and the welfare of his family, to qmt Mahnaison, and repan to 
Rochefort, where two frigates were to he instantly prepared to 
convey him to the IJnited States of America. “ The Provisional 
Government,” says Sir Walter Scott, like skilful anglers, had 
been gradually dra^wing their nets around Napoleon, and it was 
now time, they thought, to drag him upon the shallows.” The 
meaning of which is, that Fouch^, kno^Rong the inevitable conse- 
quences to himself and his friends should Napoleon be openly 
dehvered to his enemies, induced him to remove to a distance, and, 
hy gi'vmg prompt information to the Allies of all his movements, 
secured his final capture as effectually as though he had been 
arrested at first The reward of Fouch4’s perfidy was the appomt- 
ment of Minister of Pohce to Louis XVIII. Davoust refused to 
flffl-y his signature to a document intended to authorize Becker to 
make the Emperor prisoner, m case of his refusal to depart for the 
coast, and even the Secretary of the War Minister was ashamed to 
sign it. 

At length, on the 29th of June, after another vam offer to join 
the army, and repel the foe ; and, on refceiving promises from the 
Provisional Government that passports should he procured from the 
Alhes, and forwaided to him, to permit his saihng to America, 
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CHAPTER LHI 


NEGOCIATION WITH CAPTAIN MAITHAND — LFTTEH TO THE PHINCF nFGFNT 
— NAPOLEON EMBARKS IN THE * BELLEROPHON ’ — BROUGHT TO TUF 
ENGLISH COAST — SENTENCED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMFNT — TRANS- 
FERRED TO THE ' NORTHUJIBERLANd/ AND SENT TO ST. HELENA — THF 
BOURBONS AND THE ALLIES. 1815 . 


' ' whom the Pro-STsional Go^cm- 

^ mcnt had cliargcd witli the custody of 

Napoleon at Blahnaison, followed liim to 
'/ V-^ I ; Rochefort His personal conduct to tlic 

- Emperor was free from all blame His 
^ honcicr, must haie been a painful 

one for anj* man of honour — to act as sp_j 
gaoler to his recent Soiercign, of 
a\hosc actions he nas constrained to giie a daily report, and nliom he 
was to guard in all rcsiiccts as a condemned person Tins aro'c from 
the prcMOUs arrangements of Fouche Mith the Allies, to v.hom he h id 
pledged himself, that he would " iid France of the d/uR “ 'J'he appli- 
cation to the Duhe of AVclhnglon for pa^'-ports asswted the fulfilment 
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of die nefanoufl bai^gam, at it afforded an opportamty to point out the 
place of Napoleon i retreat, and to qmclcen the rigilanco of the Bntuh 
Admiralty to effect his captore, whSe the desired penmasion could 
scarcely have been expected, from tho spirit in which the war had been 
undertaken and conducted hy all the Allied powers, as against an 
outlaw Thus, when the Emperor arrived at Rochefort, he found that 
the entire hno of coast was watched by English vessels of war, which 
would tcareely have peirnutted the egress of a wherry nutil it had 
been subjected to a strict seardi. 

At Rochefort, the Emperor contmuod to receive assurances of 
attachment from the army, and invitations to place hmuclf at its 
head, but the horror of avil war which ho hod always hitherto 
expressed, sdll clung to him, and u^cod hnn to prefer any chance 
to that of seeing France ravaged hy cmemies, part of whom would 
gladly have leited any excuse lor wreaking vengeance on the foe 
by whom they had been so often hnmfliated. He desired only to 
the country but the piecsmtioni of the British had rendered 
every scheme which roggested itself for that purpoee abortive Tho 
frigates which had been sent round by the Rnmncmal Govermnont, 
were closely watched by Captain Maitland, who commanded the 
BeS^pkonj and two English sloops, the Pfuxb« and Slaney and the 
French officers, chosen by Fonchrf, aherred no dispoeitioii to encounter 
die risks of an engagemeni. The nap tani of a Haniih merchant*ihip, 
offered to attempt tho pssaage to (he United States on being mdem 
nified from lost to his owners bat tho difficulty of concealing the 
person of Napoleon, was thought to be insurmountable A number 
of young naval officers next proposed to man a cAomc ewrrfe, or small 
coattmg Toaael, m which it was deemed poesible for die Emperor to 
dude tho vigUance of die Bntuh enrisors but thu alio was rejected, 
at bemg too mtecure a conveyance aaroei the Atlantic- Fmally, it 
wat rcaolvcd to tend on board tho B^Urophon^ to demand die past- 
ports promited by tbe Fronnonal Government, and to ascertain, at 
iar as possibly the temper and intentions of the Bntish Government 
Count Eat Cases and Savary, Bake of Bovigo, went accordingly on 
the lOth of Jnly, to Captain hlaidand, who at once declared that no 
IiastjKirtf had reached lum and that he conld neither permit armed 
nor neutral vestcls to put to tea with tho Emperor, without pennusion 



nrLLEUOPITON. 

from Aclmiinl TIolhnm, liis supciioi. Captain Maitland, ho-wcvci, in 
the course of tlic convcisation tliat ensued, appears to have suggested 
the expedient ivluch was afteiwaids adopted — diat of asking an 
asylum for Napoleon in England 

On the 14 th, the "snsit of Las Cases to the British squadion was 
icpoated, he being on this occasion accompamed by General L’AHe- 
mand Tlie conference that followed has been variously stated by 
Las Cases and ^laitland, and, in the end, the misundeistandmg 
vhich it oiiginatcd became the source of much bitterness to Napoleon 
and his followers. It is admitted b)' Captain Maitland himself that, 
during the inlcniew on the 10th, he had advised Savaiy to sohcit 
an asylum in England; vhcre. Las Cases adds, he mtimated that the 
exile would have no ill-usagc to appiehcnd. On the 14th, the 
conversation chiefly turned upon Napoleon’s embaikation, and Las 
Cases says that Captain hlaitland assured him the Emperor would 
bo certain to meet vitli all possible respect Maitland, whose strict 
integnty is unquestionable, while confirmung the substance of this 
statement, has added that, m offering to receive Napoleon on board 
the BcUcrophon, for the purpose of conveying him and his suite to 
England, he dishnctly stated ^^tliat he could enter mto no promise 
as to the reception the Emperor might meet with, as even m re- 
ceiving him ho should bo acting on his own lesponsibihty, and 
could not be sure that it would meet with tlie appiobation of the 
Bntish Government ; and that the assertion, that he had no authority 
to malce conditions as to Napoleon’s future destination, was more than 
once lepeatcd.” In Ins ‘ Memorial de Ste Helene,’ Las Cases adimts 
tliat he had no very sangume hopes of the Emperor’s obtaining 
permission to retire to the Umted States, but says that neither he 
nor any of his companions doubted tliat they would be peinutted to 
fix then abode m England 

The situation of the Empeioi had now become extremely critical. 
Louis X^III , supported by the victoiious aiimes of Wellmgton and 
Bluchei, had made his pubhc entrance into Pans on the 8th, and 
the white flag floated over half the towns m Fiance The bad faith 
of the Piovisional Government justified the feai, that if Napoleon 
lingered he would be dehveied up to the Bourbons, m which case 
the fate of others who fell mto then hands, while the Alhed armies 
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trere sdli present to countenance tlicm, slierrs "trliat he had to expect. 
He might, it if true have renewed the war at the head of a itrong 
army bat thi* muat have onmmed a character of brigandage, and 
TTould iaentably hare consummated the nun of France if not hare 
led to Its ultimate partmon among the AIhe* The Emperor there 
fore, determined whaterer might ensae to embark m the JBdJero 
phon and trust to Enghah generonty and honour Accordingly 
about noon on the 14th after hanng annotmeed such hia intention 
to hu followers he wrote the following autograph letter to the Pnnee 
Regent, afterwards George IV — 

* Royal Righnesa — Exposed to the factions which dindo my 
■country and to the hostility of the greatest powers of Europe I hare 
terminated my political c&iecr and come like Themistoclcs to seat 
myself at the hearth* of the British people I place mpelf imder the 
protection of their laws which I chum from your Boyol Highness as 
the most powerful the most constant, and the most generous of my 
enemies Napoijeot ” 

A dispute which has become of some anportance from the r ir c nm 
stances connected with it, has arisen wmeenung the of thif letter 
Captain jMaitland and Sir TTalter Scott assign it, on the testimony 
perhaps of an erroneous copy to the 13th of July the d^ before the 
conference of Eas Cases with the commander of the BelUrophon whilo 
Las Cues and General Gourgaud who saw it written and the latter of 
whom besides hanng been made the bearer of it, has m his Slemoirs 
of Napoleon, published m 1823 given an engraved fac-aimilo of the 
ongmal draft, state that it was wntten on the 14th, after and partly 
m consequence of the manly frankness of Maitland during the inter 
new Tho latter date certsunly seems most consonant to the circum 
stances of tho case but the question cannot now be entirely set at 
rest, since on an enquiry kiudly institated by Lord Holland, it has 
heen ascertained that the ongmal is lost. There cannot be a doubt, 
ou the mmd of any impartial person as to the rectilade and propnety 
of Mmtland s conduct throughout hut U is just towards the memory 
of Napoleon, to shew that he acted on this occasion from the advice 
•tad representations mode to him hy his adherents and not from 



r.M nAllK VTION 

duplicity. Las Cases it may be added, if lie peifectly uiidei stood tlie 
lescnation of !Maillaiid, seems to liaic been tlioiougbly impiessed 
i\itb tbe idea, — ubicb ibc Captain’s omi woids, that “ be ivould cany 
(be Empcroi and bis suite to England, to be loceivod in sucb manner 
as (be Pi nice Regent migbt deem expedient,” Aveie not calculated to 
rcmoic, — that Napoleon Mould be talcen, in good faitb, to England, 
and not mereR to ibc English coast 

The Icttci to tbe Piincc uas desiiatcbcd tbe same afternoon by 
Gouigaud and Las Cases to tbe Bclhiophon, intb an announcement 
that tbe Empeioi -would lepaii on board on tbe follo-wniig morning 
The Sfnjioif, commanded by Captain Sai tonus, -w^as immediately 
aftci wards despatched to England -with Gourgaud, -wdio bad been com- 
manded to dclncr Napoleon’s note to the Regent in peison On the 
morning of tbe loth, tbe Empeioi himself, -with Ins attendants, came 
off in the bug L'Epcivici At the moment of quitting tbe Fiencb 
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vEi»el General Becker approached, to hid his late Sovereign ndieru 
^ Botirc General ” »aid the Emperor, vnth mach animation ‘ 1 
TTonld not have it heliovcd that a Frenchman delivered me to my 
cnemue* ^ To shcir, however, that no ill feeling had dictated these 
words he cirtcmdcd his hand, while ipcakmg to the General and 
when he h^d concluded, embraced and dismissed him Ho then 
embarked jn the SeUenphon exclaiming a* he was presented to 
Captain Mtutland at the gangway * I come to place myself under 
the protection of the laws of England,” Xbo officer* of the ship were 
shortly aftenroxd* presented to him and, about four o clock m the 
afternoon, tho Superb brought Admiral Hothaia alongside, who came 
on board to pay has respects to the fallen Honarch, and remained to 
dinner 

On the mommg of the Idth, the Empeaur on the invitation of the 
Admiial vuited the Superb and received every mark of attention 
from both officer! and men tho latter of whom seemed much gratified 
by the fiunihar manners of then onnent foe, and went through several 
mazuEUTres under his inspcctioii. Indeed both hero and on board 
the He/feropAoa except that he received no royal solnlo his treatment 
was in every respect soitablo to his rank and fame The captam 
officers end crew adopted tho eUquoUe of his suite and addressed 
him ns a. legitimate sovereign- "Wlien he appeared on deck, every 
ono took off ius hat, and remained uncovered while m his presence 
and bis cabin was held perfectly sacred. In sboit,” says Las Cose* 

I “ Napoleon continued to bo regarded ns Emperor ’ For this coortesj’-, 

I although a different line of conduct had not been e3pres8ly prescribed, 

I Captam Slaitland evcntoally Buffered by being condemned to m 
I activity whBo ius jouion were promoted over hia head Captain 
' tJsher, for mmilar offences wh3e convoying the Emperor to ^ha in 
^ 1814 expencnccd similar punishment The Bellerophon weighed 

anchor on the ercmug of the 16th of July and, about eight o clock 
I in the morning of the 24th, anchored in Torhay whence Captain 
) hlaitland nutaatly despatched a messenger mdi news of hu amval, 
to Lord Keith, commaiidmg m-chicf at Plymputh and where 
Gourgaud, who had been compelled to deliver up his letter to the 
Eegent vnthont being allowed to land or to communicato with any 
ono on shore iGjomed iho Emperor This the first indication of the 
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treatment rcscr^ed for Napoleon, -n-as speedily folio-wed by other 
equally significant manifestations of the feelings by wbicli the Govern- 
ment was actuated towards him. The \essel which bore him had 
scarcely anchored, ere thrections -weie received fiom Lord Keith, 
seconded by more peremptoiy ordeis from the Admiralty^, that no 
person of ■uhntc^ci class, except tlic officers and men belonging to 
llic ship, should bo permitted to -visit the Bcllcrophon^ or to hold any 
intercourse nith Bonaparte or his attendants Tlic Ministry, how- 
ever, had no power to rexiross the curiosity and even the sympathy 
of the public. The bay was crowded -with boats and vessels of every 
kind, filled w iUi people, — some of tlic highest rank, — anxious to 
obtain a glimpse of the Great Emperor, and the o-wner of a country- 
scat, within sight of tlic anchorage, sent on board a jnesent of fruit 
Napoleon, during the 24tli and 25th, shewed himself from tune to 
time at the cabin -windows, and occasionally upon deck 

During tlic night of tlic 25di, orders were sent for the ship to 
repair to Pl}'moulh, off which place it was accordingly moored m the 
aflemoon of the 26tb. The BcUerophon was then surioundcd by 
aniicd boats, which constantly rowed round the vessel, to prevent any 
communication betw cen those on board and the multitude by which 
the sea was covered Even musketry -was resorted to foi the purpose 
of intimidating -visitors, whose greetings, whenever the Empeior 
could be seen, seemed to be pecuharly irntatmg to the authonbes 
-vvluch held lum captive ; and many boats wcie nearly run do-wn 
for their temerity m venturing within the piescnbed hmits — thiee 
hundred yards from the pnson-ship It was insufficient for pohtical 
exigencies that the Empeior should be held m safe custody, the foe 
of the Bourbons, the paivenu monarch, leqmied to be humihated as 
well as stripped of his power to disturb legitimate royalty 

In the meantime, it tianspired thiough the British newspapers, that 
the Government had deteimmed to lefuse the hospitahty which had 
been claimed of the Prmce Eegent by Napoleon, and that the latter 
was to be immediately depoited to St Helena, as a prisoner of war. 
The Emperor would at first give no ciedence to this report, but as 
the rumour spread, and commanded general behef among the English, 
and as aU. communication with the land contmued to be obstmately 
piohibited to the French, it soon became evident that Napoleon had 
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little tt> Ho 3 >e irom the gencroatty to \?luch lie hod appeulcd. The 
mmiateml nerrspapers at the same time redoubled tbor viruknce 
agmat the captiro and bia fhenda alluded \nth bittcmee* to the 
courteay -n^hich bad been observed towards thorn by Admiral Hotham 
and Captain Maitland and repeated all that had been urged for year* 
by hireling Tilifier* of the tyranny, the falsehood, and the Crimea of 
the Chrtican They oven accused of acdition thoae rrhom cunewfy 
had led to Plymouth to see the Empearor — especially after it was 
found that the mnltitudcs when by chance they could obtain a oght 
of him^ cheered h^-m as an honoured guest rather than a pubho enemy 
and that one of his symbols — a red camatiou — was extenm-vely worn 
by the crowd of apectatort 

On the 31ft of July Sir Henry Banbury, an under Secretary of 
State and Lord Keith accompanied by the fecrctary of the latter as 
a witnesi to what might pass repaired on hoard the BeUewpkcnf to 
commumcato to Napoleon the official sentence of his banuhment 
under which he was to be taken, as had been rumoured, to St Helena, 
whither ho might be accompanied by any three of his officers whom 
ho chofe to lelect, with the exception of the Duke of Bongo and 
General L ABamaad, who ware particularly obnoxious to end had 
been proacribed by, Louob XVIU m addition to whom General 
Bonaparte was to be permitted to take his surgeon and twelve 
domestics but it was inttmated at the same time probably in order 
to deter hii followers from further attaching themselvn* to hia fortunes, 
that the persons who accompanied him wonld not bo permitted to 
quit the rock to which they were about to be configned without the 
•anction of the Bntish Goremiuent 

The Emperor reemvod the new* calmly and with dignity but 
protested with solemn energy against the nght of the British Govern 
ment so to dispose of him I came ** he said, " volontaxily to throw 
myself on the hospitality of your nation I am not a prisoner of war 
and if I was I hare a right to be treated according to the law of 
naiioni If I had been told I was to be a pnioner I would not 
have come To take me to the Xsland of St. Helena, would be my 
sentence of death I demand to be received as an English otixon- 
Let the Pnneo Hegent place me under any supermtendcnco he thiuki 
proper — ^in a country house in the cmitie of the island thirty Icoguea 
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fi oin c\ cry sca-poi t , let a commissioned olRccr attend me to examine 
111) concspondcncc, and icport my actions; but St. Helena, to one of 
my liabits and constitution, u ould be death. I am accustomed to nde 
tnenty miles a day — 'what am I to do on that httle lock at the end 
of Uic 'w orld ^ llolany Bay is preferable to St. Helena ” He con- 
tended that his going on boaid the BcUcrophon ivas a matter of choice 
and confidence, “otherwise,” he said “I might have gone to my 
father-in-law, or to the Emperor Alexander, who was my personal 
friend. '\Yc haic become enemies because he wanted to annex 
Poland to his dominions, and my popularity among the Poles was 
in his May. He, liowcvcr, •would not haie ticated me thus Your 
Government by this act will disgiacc you in the eyes of Europe 
E^cn your own people will blame it. YHiat was there to force me 
to tlic step I took ^ The tri-coloured flag was still flying at Boideaux, 
Nantes, and Bochefort The army has not even yet submitted . . 
I hold out to the Pnnee Regent the brightest page m his history, 
by jilacing m)sclf at his disposal. I have made war upon you for 
twenty years; and I give you the highest proof of confidence by 
placmg myself of my o'wn accord in the hands of my most mveteiate 
and constant enemies Remember what I have been, and how I 
stood among the Sovereigns of Euiopc One courted my protection, 
another gave me liis daughter — all sought my friendship. I was 
acknowledged as Emperor by all the powers of Euiope except Bntam, 
and she had acknow lodged me ns Enst Consul ” He stated that he 
would never voluntanly submit to the outrage prepared for him, and 
that violence alone should compel him to go to St Helena “You 
found me free,” he added , “ send me back agam Replace me 
in the condition in which I was, oi peimit me to go to Amenca ” 
In conclusion, he recapitulated the circumstances under which he 
had been not only justified but in a measure compelled, by breach 
of faiUi in the Alhed Sovereigns, to quit the Island of Elba , shewed 
that he had exerted himself to prevent a renewal of hostihties, and 
that, when war was forced upon him, and fortune had decided agamst 
him, he did not, as he might have done, maintain a bloody struggle 
to secure favourable terms for himself, but at once abdicated his 
throne, to facilitate the return of peace The British officeis very 

properly declmed to discuss any pomts not involved m then instiuc- 
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tion* tmd after liatemug to the Emperors oheervnUons oa their 
auMacm, thoy immediately tooh leave 

Kapolcon 8 wonted eq^aonum^ did not forsake him, and thoiigh ho 
could not avoid feeling that a death blow hod been dealt to bis hopes, 
he appeared on dedc and at dinner with his usrml tranguiDity and 
even choerfolness and seemed to derive a xnelancholy plcfisnrc from, 
surveying the crowds coflected m the numerous boat* around him, 
and m listening to the plaudit* of which ho was the subject, from 
thoee who certainly sharod not to the orthodox extent in the minis- 
terially enjomed hatred of the " Foe of Mankind.” It now became 
necessary to make the selccbom of companions directed by the 
Government and the French officers to their credit, all volunteered 
then: services ‘ there was,” tays Las Cases * but one fear among 
US’— that of finding ourselves excluded’ The Emperors choice 
finally frS on Count Eertrand Grand Marshal of the Palace Count 
ilontholon. Councillor of State Boron Gonrgond, Aido-dc-eamp 
with whom was afUrwards associated Count Las Oases, CormciUor of 
State who was to go in the capacity of lecretary and whose services 
were requisite from hit knowledge of English and Mr Barry 
(EMoara, ffurgoon of the JBeU^rvp^on whose services wore preferred 
to those of the medical attendant who had foBowed Napoleon from 
Pans The Countesses Bertrand and Montholon and thoir children 
also received permission to accompany the ccdle as did the son of 
Las Gases a boy from school. Beeidcs those there were twelve 
domestics of the Imperial household Tho exclusion of Savary and 
L AHomand was pecuhaily afEictmg to those gentlemen as both had 
been omitted by name m tho Bourbon amnesty to Frenchmen and 
It was generally supposed that tho British Govemment, m distin 
guishing them with lU Imtred, manifested an mteaUon of yielding 
them up to rengeanco They were driven almost to despair and 
were only rchovod from apprehension by Sir Samuel Romilly who 
on bemg appealed to for hia legal opinion, waited on the Lord Chan 
coUoT and ascertained that there was no intenbon to sunender the 
pnsonors to Limi XVTTL as indeed there could not have been 
without a grots nolatjcm both of law and jushco 

Napoleon, doe# not appear to have reogued himself to his destmy 
Without a severe mental strng^o Tho affliction of his follower*. 
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I as well tliosc who were to accompany liim into exile as tliose jfrom 

I A\hom he Mas to he separated, painfully affected him, and he appears 

for some days seriously to ha\ c contemplated suicide ' Is a man 
dependant on others,** he said to Las Cases, “when he M'lslies that 
! his depcndance should cease ^ — ^ly friend, I have sometimes an idea 

' of quitting you, and this would not be % cry difficult. It would only 

, be iicccssar)' to give m ay to a little excitement, and I shall soon have 

j escaped. All Mill be over, and you can then tranqmlly rejoin your 

I families. Tliis is tlic nioic easy, since my internal conrictions opiiose 

i no bar to it I am one of those M'ho concen c, that the pains of the 

other world m ere imagined merely ns a counterpoise to the madequate 
allurcnicnts offered to us tlicrc. God can never have M'llled such a 
contradiction to his infinite goodness — especially for acts of this kind; 
for Mhat is it after all, but Mislimg to ictuin to lum a little sooner?” 
Las Cases remonstrated against tlic notion thus staitcd, urging that 
rcierscs and constancy had their glorj’’ as well as success; and that 
It M'ould little become one of such noble and exalted chaiacter as 
the Emperor to descend to the Ie^cl of vulgar minds, Mduch would 
be the ease if he, M’ho had excited the admiration and influenced 
tlie dcstimcs of the world, should end his caiccr like a desperate 
gamester or disappointed lover “What changes,” concluded Las 
Cases, “may not the mere dissolution of a ministry, the death of a 
prince, Uiat of a confidant, the slightest burst of passion, oi the most 
triflmg dispute, bnng about?” The Emperor, upon tins and the 
additional suggestion that abundant occupation might still be found 
in wrihng lus oivn memoirs, acquiesced, and from that period le- 
assuraed lus customary ease and gaiety 

The friends of Napoleon in England, meanwhile, — for notwith- 
standing the odium which had been uniformly cast upon him by 
authority, his real charactei had gradually become known, and the 
revulsion, consequent upon the detection of falsehood, had, naturally 
converted many, who had been unwittmg dupes, mto adnmmg 
friends, to say nothmg of the number of intelhgent persons who 
had never been deceived, — used all theu influence to soften the rigour 
of his sentence , and failing in their appeals to the clemency of the 
Government, they had recourse to other, though ceitainly as inade- 
quate, means to effect their purpose It was first sought to piocurq 
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hii remoTil on slioro by iimt of Habeas bat tbii proce** 

wai found to be iMppbcable to an alien upon wbicb a subpoma 
yrzs issued ating bim to appear aa mtneaa in an actioii brought by a 
nuTBl officer for KbeL Thu proceeding toems to hare alanned and 
confounded both the Admiralty Board and its officer. Lord Keith 
The latter, especially, appear* to have had a true British sailor*! dmd 
of the mystenous powers of the law and he accordingly tooh ereiy 
precaution to prevent tho citation from being served at first by 
keeping the attorney’s boat at a distance while ho was on board 
and by tho speed of his twelvc-oarcd ba^o when he quitted the 
ship and at last, fairly frightened by the pertmaaoni lawyer he 
ordered the Sellert^on to put to sea, and to cruiso off the Start 
until tho NorthumberlaJid should bo ready to xeecrro tho captive 
Thu was on the 4th of August, and on. the same day, Napoleon 
prepared the foEowing protest against hi* deportation — 

" I solemnly protest m the free of heaven and of xnonkmd agaimt 
the outrago I hove luatamed and the nolation of my most tacred 
rights in fbrdbly disposing of my person and liberty I voluntarilf 
came on board tho BeZ/sropAon— I am not the prisoner but the 
guest of England I came at tho instigation of the captain himself 
who said he had orders from tho Government to receive and convoy 
me and my tmte to England, I came with confidence to claim tho 
protection of the laws of England, When once on board the Selle 
rophon I was entitled to tho hospitality of the British people If the 
Government, in ordering the captam of the UeHeropfum to receive me 
and my followers, wished merdy to ensnare as it has forfeited its 
honour and disgraced its flag If that act be consummated, it wiB 
bo m vain for tho English henceforth to talk of their sincerity thear 
Uw* and libertios Bntish fiuth will have been lost in the hospitality 
of the JBeSerophon 

I appeal to history I It tnll say that an enemy who fot^ht for 
twenty year* sgamit the English people camo freely in his misfortunea 
to teclc an asylum under their laws "What greater proof could he 
have given of his esteem and confidence? But how did England 
respond to *uch magnanimity? She feigned to tender a hospitsblo 
hand to that enemy and when »ho had gamed possession of hi* 
penon ho was immolatod,** 
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Napoleon desiied iJiat Las Cases miglit bear dus document to the 
Prince Begent, but the necessaiy permission foi that puipose was 
obstinately refused It appears, indeed, to have been a matter of 
vital importance to the ministerial pohcy of the day, to prevent any 
direct commumcation between the Emperor and the Piince The 
latter, on leceivmg the letter wntten at Bochefoit, is said to have 
betrayed symptoms of lelentmg towards his ancient foe, and to have 
declared that Louis Xnil , on whom he had conferied a throne, 
had never written to him with such good sense and propriety It was 
even necessaiy, in order to divert the Pimce horn committmg some 
perverse act in opposition to the will of his IMinisteis, to lemind him, 
that Napoleon was a meie IJsuiper, and not a legitimate Sovereign, 
which ought sufficiently to account foi the difference between his style 
of correspondence and that of the hereditaiy King of Ft ance The 
“ divine right ” consideration triumphed , and the Hanoverian heir of 
the Glorious Be volution of 1688,” turned a deaf ear to the Corsican 
elevated by the events of 1789 Such, however, was known to be 
the gemus of the Eiench Empeioi, and the power which this gave 
him over inferior mmds, that when Lord Keith was consulted as to the 
probable result of an interview with the Begent, he unhesitatmgly 
exclaimed, “ On my conscience, if you grant that, I beheve they will 
be excellent friends within half an hour.” 

Napoleon’s protest, it may be necessary to observe, contains a severe 
reflection on Captain Maitland, as having been an instrument in 
mveighng the Eiench on boaid the Belleiophon This must have 
arisen from misunderstanding on the part of Las Cases, as to what 
was said of Maitland’s mstiuctions from the Government The 
Captain merely said, that he would lefei the question, concerning a 
passage to the Umted States, to the Admiral , but that m the event 
of Napoleon’s coming on board his ship, he would convey him to 
England, to await the decision of the Prmce Begent, at the same 
time adding, as his private opmion, that the Emperor would not be 
ill-received by the British Captain Maitland was, in all probabihty, 
as much deceived as to the course finally adopted with the refugees 
as Napoleon himself — perhaps, mdeed, more so, for the latter, in 
his conveisation with Benjamin Constant, before quittmg Pans, dis- 
tinctly stated, that he did not consider England a fit asylum for him 
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“ My abode there/ he said, “■ ttouH be ndicnlous or disqmetmg 
Ko one TTould behcre that I should be tranquil ETcry fog would 
be fufpected of landing me on the French coast At the first sight 
of a person in a green coat stepping Irom a vessel, one party would 
fly the country and another would put it out of the palo of the law 
I should comprouusQ every body and the repctihou of Behold, he 
comes 1 ’ would tempt xoo to set out. America would be more suit- 
able I could hvo there with dignity ” Maitland might, perhaps, 
without breach of his secret orders have reirained from promising to 
conroy the Emperor and his scute to England when, had Napoleon 
fUTTendered, ho must have done so with tho dear understanding that 
he was to expect only the treatment of a prisoner of war As it was 
both he and his followers undoubtedly considered that faith had been 
broVen. with them — not mteutaonally by lilaitland, but by the Bntish 
Government which while folfiHing as Us fiiends contend, the htcral 
engagement made by its officer hesitated not to treat the substance 
of that engagement with scorn and moebery To argno upon tho 
right assumed by the Bntuh to transport their capbvo would be 
useless. In such cases might constitates the sole law and Napoleon 
when afterwards plcadmg hu own cause agaxoat the advocate* of 
Toussamt I Ouverture fomiahcd the best possible apology for tbe 
English ^IimstCTi while the admirers of TouBomt supply the 
bitterest invectives that could be urged against the ungenerous and 
unnecessary harshness exercised upon the Emperor The case was 
not a new one Napoleon himself had established a precedent and 
in this instance his enenue* were not ashamed to puraue die path he 
had indicated. 

On the 6th of Augiat, the Xsorthumberiard and two fingaies filled 
with troops destjued for Sfc. Helena anchored alongside the S^icro- 
phon where the Emperor was visited by Lord Keith and Admiral 
Sir George Cocltbum The latter had been commissioned to take 
charge of the iHustnoo* prisoner and specaaliy ordered not to treat 
him with the same cinlity as hmi been ahewn by Captain Maitland 
or as if he bad been born a pnnee Sir George and his officers were 
to wear their hats m his presence Sir George was to prewde and 
command at tabic to call his guest General and not to yield to 
hnn the undiatoxhed use of any apartment, save hu bed-cabm- Sir 
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Gcoigc had, also, precise instructions to examine everytliing that 
Gcncial Bonapaitc had on board the Bellerophon — baggage, wines, 
provisions, plate, money, diamonds, bills of exchange, and saleable 
cficcts of all hinds, of ivluch the Admiial was to take possession, in 
order to apply the produce, nnth the exception of the plate, which, 
if not too considerable, the Emperoi was to retain, in support of the 
piisoner and his attendants. It m as, however, kindly provided at the 
same time, that if the General should die befoic the whole of his 
properly happened to be consumed, he -would be permitted to dispose 
of the surjilus by vill. 

The jiart of these iiisti*uctions which seems to have been most 
ofTcnsnc to the French, vas that uhich enjoined the Admual to take 
no person to St. Helena, except Napoleon, -without the consent of 
such person , nor -without previously cxplainmg to each, that he would 
be subjected to whatever regulations might be deemed requisite for 
sccunng the poison of the Emperor, and that tlie Emperor himself, 
should he attempt to escape, and any of lus suite eudeavouiing to 
facilitate his escape, would be subjected to close confinement This 
was icgardcd as an effort to deter lus friends from accompanying the 
Exile to his destmation, by impressing them -with an idea of punish- 
ment for vague and undefined offences , and of ha-nng before them 
a life of disquietude, from espionage and aibitiary control If such 
were really tlie intention, however, it signally failed its sole effect 
being to concentrate the affections of those whom it sought to terrify , 
and, by disgusting them -with their ruleis, to render them less tractable 
to any but compulsory measures 

On the mommg of the 7th, Sir Geoige Cockbui-n, assisted by a 
custom-house officer, searched the effects of Napoleon and his attend- 
ants, and seized four thousand Napoleons in gold, leaving -with 
Marchand, the Emperoi ’s valet-de-chambie, who, of aU engaged m 
the Imperial service, alone would consent to be present at this 
humihating scene, fifteen hundred Napoleons foi his master’s present 
use This, -with the exception of some gold and silver plate, and some 
valuable, but not easily convertible jewellery, formed the whole of the 
Emperoi ’s treasure 

The weapons of all Napoleon’s attendants were next taken from 
them The Lords of the Admiralty appear to have duected, that 
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arm* of every description slioald be taien from tbe Frendb of 
irliaterer rank, on board bis Bntannic Majesty’s ship* ” but Lord 
Keith spccifllly comnumded* that the ifword of the Emperor should 
be respected and when reminded, by hia secretary that this rra* 
contrary to superior orders he drily deaired that functionary to 
mind hu oim busmess 

The Exile had a parting lutomew with mich of hii fohowen a* he 
was compelled to leave behind, ahortly before one o clock. The scene 
was affecting Savaiy and L’Anemand wept smd Piontkowslo, a 
Poluh officer who had been raised from the ranks clung to Napo- 
leon * Imecs and entreated Lord Keith that he might bo permitted 
to go even m the most memal capaaty with his beloved master 
The Emperor’s last act, before stepping mto ffio Admiral s barge was 
to give to those from whom ho wo* toparated a wntten tostmiomal of 
his satiffrction with their seal find fideh^ Lfis Cases os ho passed 
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Lord Kcitli at tlic gangway of tlie Bpllerophoji, could not refrain from 
dncctmg his Lordship’s attention to the fact, that “ the only persons 
mIio shed tcois on the occasion weie those who were foicibly sepaiated 
from thcii Sovcicign ” 

The ship got underweigh the same afternoon, and stood along the 
English coast, communicating -vidth the various ports it passed, m 
order to complete its stores and sea-stock. Thus, forty days aftei 
quitting Paris, Napoleon was on his passage for St. Helena. The 
last incident connected ■with lus departure was the running do'wn, by 
a goveniment cutter, of a boat filled with too curious spectatois ; 
when, among others, tv'o females penshed This pumshment, it may 
not unreasonably be thouglit, exceeded the ofibnee — even though the 
latter were respect for the fallen Eniperoi 

Before proceeding -with die History of Napoleon, it is necessary to 
give a brief summary of the results to Eiancc and Europe of the 
Battle of "Waterloo. 

The Parisian Provisional Government, having despatched Napoleon 
to Bochefort, endeavoured to enter into treaty with the Alhes , but 
found, too late, that no authority was iccognised by the enemy save 
that of Louis XVHI Tlie army was next appealed to , but the 
army had no confidence in any one save Napoleon, and sullenly 
answered the Deputies, wdio came among them •with white scaifs and 
long proclamations, filled with professions of patriotism and pubhc 
right, that, since the Emperoi was gone, resistance to the foe was 
hopeless ” The fedeiates, the population of the Eaubotugs, and the 
peasants, adojited the same language , and the theorists saw that their 
discussions on Utopian freedom, instead of mvigoratmg the country as 
they had hoped, had assisted in preparing it for despotism The 
people, on learning that he who might have saved the nation had 
been abandoned by those who ought to have supported him to the 
utmost, behoved that they had nothing worse to fear from declared 
enemies than from pretended faends , and consequently became mere 
hstless spectators of the pohtical drama m action. 

On the 3id of July, Pans capitulated to Wellington and Blucher, 
on condition that public property and persons should be held sacred; 
that ‘‘ pnvate persons and property should be equally respected , the 
mhabitants, and m general all individuals who should be m the 
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capital bemg pcmattcd to enjc^^ titor nghts and libGrtie*, without 
heii^ disturbed or called to account, cither as to the aitnaUorta then 
or prenoudy held by them, or om to their conduct or political 
opinions ** and, finally, that, **if difBcnlUes should onsc in the 
execution of any ono of the articiet of the Convention, ita interpre 
tntion ehould be in favour of tho French army and of the city of 
Pans * The French troops m return for these conccsaioiii, were to 
retire behind the Loire, with their matenelf field arUilery military 
chest, horses and baggage leaving their tick and wounded to tho 
protection of tho conquerors 

On tho Cth, tho Alhes informed the Provuaonal Govemment that 
Its authority could no longer be deemed vahd — Loots XVTIL tho 
legibmato Sovoreign of France, bomg then at Su Denis, and m a 
candihon to take on himself the functions of power On the Tth, 
Fouch^ and his colleagues addressed to the Chamben a message 
declaring that ‘tho itiniatcra and Generals of the Alhed Powers, 
having declared that tho Coalesced Sorcrei^ia had cogged to replace 
Loras XVm upon the throne and that he was about to xoKsnter 
the capital, tho Government ww diasohTd. The Peers, upon tins 
notxficatiou dispersed without discnasion hut the Boprescntativcs 
continued their sitting during tho day and, on mmg agreed to 
meet again at mght on the following morning Specaal care was 
taken, however to prevent this. The Allied anmes luul taken 
possession of Pans and a body of National Guards wore posted at 
the doors of the Legulobve Hall to prevent ingress. Some of the 
Members were indignant, bnt the populace had too httle rcapect 
for their proceedings to sympathuo with them and greeted their 
amrai with jeers and laughter hissmg or applaudmg their compkmt* 
w they would die speeches of actora at a pUy 
On tho 8th Kmg Louis escorted by a corps of Eoyahst Volunteers 
and some NatJoual Guards made his public entry mto the capital — 
tho streets of which were lined with English and Prussian troops to 
repress, if necessary any tumult or ebullition of popular feeling 
An immense concourse assembled to witneas tho pageant, among 
whom tho most conspicuously loyal were the ladies Acclamiitioas 
of * Vivo le Hoi I” mixed with those of **Vive lEmpereurl were 
general but what gave the most deaded appoaranco of tnumph to 
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the procession was the biilhant tram of officeis which brought up its 
rear — mcluding IMaishals Victoi, Macdonald, Oudmot, St Cyi, and 
^lonccy, stiangcly associated m the mglorious cavalcade with the 
traitois ]\Iarmont and Bouimont 

One of the fiist acts of the Iving, was to deciee the i evocation of 
fiLCcdoni of the press, and to declare that the abolition of tlie slave 
trade by Napoleon was illegal. lie then pioceeded to oidam the 
foifeituro of thirty peers, foi haiang sat m the Clianibei summoned 
by llio Usuipcr, next to piosciibc, and oider to be arrested, Ney, 
Labedoyciro, the tv’o L’Allcmands, D’Eilon, Le Febvie Desnouettes, 
Ameilh Biayci, Gilly, ]\Iouton-Duveniet, Grouchy, Clausel, Laborde, 
Dcbcllc, Beitiand, Drouot, Cambrone, Lavalette, and Savaiy, and 
finally, Soult, Alaix, Excehnans, Maiet, Thibaudeau, Carnot, Van- 
danime, Lamarque, Lobau, liarel, Begnault St Jean d’Angely, 
Arnghi, and tiventy-six other distmgmshed men, whose reputation 
as patriots was sealed by the persecution to which they were 
subjected, were commanded to letne into the mtenoi of France, 
until the Couit had decided whetliei they should be banished or 
dehvered to tlie Boyal tribunals. Tliese decrees were countersigned 
by Talleyrand and Fouchcil and sufifeied to be earned mto execution 
by the Duke of Welhngton and Marshal Bluchei, notwithstandmg 
the explicit indemmty contamed m the capitulation of Pans, that 
none '^should be distiubed oi called to account foi then conduct or 
pohtical opmions ' ” 

The paternal sway of the Boiubons now began to be understood 
Marshal Biune was assassinated at Avignon by Poyahst gens-d’armes , 
and Ney, LabMoyeie, Chaitran, and Mouton-Duvemet, after being 
subjected to a form of tnal, were shot as traitors Ney, it should 
be mentioned, was first anaigned before a council of war, composed 
of field-marshals, but these officeis refused to try the pnsonei, on 
the plea that the Prmce of the Moskwa was a Peer of France He 
was subsequently taken before the remodelled Chamber of Peers, a 
majority of the members of which were decided Bourbomsts — men 
of the ancient emigration, or more recent betrayers of then country 
— ^who thnsted for the blood of those whose services to Fiance thiew 
then own zeal and loyalty mto shadow, and who thought it unneces- 
sary to adhere even to legal formahties So palpable, mdeed, was 
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their predetennmaiion to aentcnco the accused, that Count Collttrd 
not ohly refused to Tote upon the conviction, hut ivas cuffiaently 
eimted mth indignation at the conduct of those around him to 
declare his Bentrments on tho occasion thought,” said ho "that 
I had been among judges hut I pcrceivo nono hero but cacecutioncrf 
The greater portion of tho znembors of this Chamber not only 
abandoned their country m its need, bat hai-e basely fought against 
it and as ahaToefuiiy fled, boforo the notional, phalsnxei m the army 
of Cond4 and of La Vend4e, being beaten wherever they ventured 
to shew themselvei They cannot ondoro the aspect of their con 
querort The sight of a hero, -who for twenty five years fought for 
hi» country makes them even now turn pale On his forehead they 
read their own. disgrace and, true to their charanter for cowardice 
and perfidy, they have sworn to deatroy this iDustnou* victun, whose 
glory troohlaa them whose great achieremcnU cover them with 
etenud infamy I will not be a witness to tho perpetration of such 
premeditated atroaty ” 

Notwithstanding this manly protest, beneath which Hke beaten 
hounds tho craven peers of Xoras X VtVl crouched m silence a 
large migonty of the Chamber chiefly upon tho evidence of the 
traitor Bounnont formerly Ncy's aido-de-camp condemned the niui 
tnout Marshal to death Idia last words at the place of execution, 
were I declare before God and wiftTi tbat I have never betrayed 
my country Vrre la Franco I How many of hi» acenjers and 
judges could with truth have repeated that ezclamatioii ? The 
character of Ney has bean drawn by one who is usually sparing of 
praisQ to die friends and fbflowera of Napoleon. * * Tho Bravest of 
tho Brave was sometunes a stern, but never an implacable enemy 
Ho was sincere honest, blunt. So fax from flader m g he often con 
tradicted him on whose nod hii fortunes depended. He was with 
few [uataeloes] exceptions meroful to die vanquished and while so 
many of his brother marshalji duhonom^ thnmaelves by rapmo and 
extortion Michael Ney lived and died poor ” Colonel Napier, m 
hu History of tho Peninsular War has borne abundant testimony to 
‘ the happy mixture of raurago readiness and skill combined m 
the Pnneo a person to hia m«g T<>Hl nnUtary glance * and the cagle- 
swifrness and certainty of his stoop upon the foe Tho raorder of 
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It •was not tliouglit adnsable to bring Carnot, Davoust, Soxdt, or 
jMassena to trial, as the army murmured at the martyrdom of Ney 
and Ills compeers; and it was fcaicd, that even the foreign troops 
quartered in the countiy would be unable to suppiess a geneial 
insurrection, if moic blood wcic shed to giatify. tlie wantonness of 
Hoyal vengeance Lavalettc, Napoleon’s Postmastei -general, had 
been condemned ; but being related by marriage to the Beauhamais 
family, and hence to the Eong of Bavana, the execution of his 
sentence was defened, till his wife — a devoted and heroic woman — 
found means to contrive and execute a plan for his escape . which it is 
possible might have proved less effectual, but for the assistance of 
Sir Bobeit Wilson and Colonel Hutchmson 

The lesult of the long conflict "with Prance was now declared by 
the Congiess The war, it should be lemembered, had been imder- 
taken to enable nations to lecovei then lights and freedom, trampled 
under foot as these wcie said to be by a despot To eveiy state 
its ancient boundaries weie to be lestoied, and a guarantee given 
foi the speedy estabhshment of just, "wise, and wholesome laws, 
conformable to the advancement of civilization and the ideas of the 
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age In Germany’ c*pccaally a millenmam rras to have ansen out 
of the Bshet of fcudahtm, and the visionary principles of the “ 7\tgend 
bitnd'' were to govern oil tho princes and people of liio cartln This 
TTBB the lure upon Trhich money and men had been raised for the 
battle of the Jlonarcha against Napoleon, and agamit the progresnon 
of popular govemment and popular ayihzatioiu The l^cnd became 
more homely as danger dmuniahed and, finally the combined 
Pnnees scrapled not to avoir that tho quarrel had been exclu 
Bively theiTB, and that tho populace were to be regarded merely as 

hereditary bondsmen,” whow ngbts and privileges consisted m 
blind obedience to the will of their chiefs In short, Europe was 
parted. Hie a family inhenlance among the tribe of legitimate* 
and whole races of people were transferred as cattle to incrcnie or 
drnumsh the portion* of individuals. The Duchy of TTarsaw was 
dissolved, and it* temtory divided between Eossia, Austria, and 
Prussia, Naples was restored to Kmg Ferdinand and Spam and 
the Holy Inquisition to hu nomesnle Ycmce and Lcmbardy were 
re-consigncd to Austria. Genoa was dehvered to tho King of 
Saardima. Belgrum Liege and tho Duchy of Luxembourg were 
annexed to Holland. Tho TCmg of Saxony for hi* feithful adherence 
to the cauie of hi* benefactor besides losing T\ arsaw was stripped of 
a large portion of his hereditary states Hanover was erected mto 
a kingdom and Prustia received considerable accetnons in Fran 
coma, Westphalia, and on the left bank of tho Ehine The petty 
Italian and German Pnnee* were restored to tho states which they 
had mii^vcmed or to equivalents taken by force from the friends 
of the French Emperor and their sul^ects were reduced by threats 
of foreign mterfcrence to the old feudal ralgectioiL And this m 
the fiice of the Hheral proclamations of tho Alli es and m defiance 
of the solemn protestations of those who had beheved themselve* 
engaged m a war of deliverance J One of the last acts of the 
Confederated Power* was to deprive the son of Napoleon of the 
inheritance which had been guaranteed fo him of the duchies of 
Parma, Placentia, end Gua*talla. 

France itself meanwhile was subjected to heavy contributions, 
being made not only to support the troops which had conquered the 
country but tho whole horde which had foUowcd them mto the 
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tlc^ otccl land, in ordci to mnintiim Louis upon liis tlirone , besides 
•Nvlncli they -were buidcncd lauth tlic heavy expenses of the war. The 
National !Museum was stripped of the rich works of art, which 
Napoleon had collected, often in hen of money, from the different 
nations conqueicd by Fiance, the Imperial fortresses were occupied 
by enemies ; and evciy department was subjected to foreign mihtary 
governors The miseries inflicted upon the French were well de- 
scribed by Talleyrand and Fouchd, in an oflicial memorial, addressed 
to the Alhes “ Tlic Sovereigns,” says this document, declared 
that tliey made war against Napoleon alone, yet aU then measures 
belie their words, since at the present moment, when the war ought 
to be finished, it seems only commencing. The position of France 
is the more afflicting, inasmuch as were war openly declared, it is 
impossible tliat the nation could suffer in a gi eater degree all its evils 
and horrors ‘\\^iercvcr foreign troops aie quartered, pillage, fiie, 
rapmc, and murder have raged without control, and avarice and ven- 
geance have left nothmg that officers oi soldiers can desire. The 
atrocities committed exceed even those of which the French armies 
have been accused ” Fouch^, at the same time, m a report to Louis 
on the state of the kmgdoni, advised the Monarch to withdraw from 
the evils by vduch he was suriounded , addmg, that the pubhc func- 
tionaries would also quit their places, lea\ang the armies of the 
Sovereigns at issue with a people freed from all restiamt A 
nation of thirty millions of inhabitants,” concludes this report, “ may 
undoubtedly be made to disappear from the face of the earth, but in 
this war of extenmnation, the oppressed and the oppressors will he 
together m more than one giave ” The cucumstances which could 
call forth such expressions from one of the most wary pohticians m 
Europe, must have been despeiate The opinion of the same writer 
as to the result was unequivocally expressed to M de Boumenne 
before the end of 1815, and, being reported by the latter to the 
TCin g, occasioned the removal from his post of the old Jacobm 
Mun ster “ The Boyahsts of 1815,” said Fouch^ " are precisely the 
same as they were m 1789 The egiegious foUy has been committed 
of wishmg to force a people, enhghtened by ages, to forget its know- 
ledge, to retrograde, and put all to hazard in behalf of antiquated 
notions This inexphcable conduct has given occasion for the saymg, 
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wp havo placed a counter revolatioti upon the throne "We 
have yet to temmate the great contest, irhich, after twenty five years 
of overturning and of lestont ja not ended Not a sixth portion of 
the rrench vronld Tolonlarily have placed thcmioivea under the 
anaent regime nor u there noir a fifth of the nahon foinUy devoted 
to the legitnnate authority A civil war mil come and m more 
than sixty departments a handful of Boytdists only vaU oppose the 
mass of the people ** “ If I understand yonr Grace replied Do 

Boumenno, ** you think it unpossiblc for the Bourbons to remarn f * 
— “ I do not tell you my optmon ” replied the hlimster mth a 
sardonic smile '^hut you may dravr what concloscm yon please 
from my words “ 
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\0\AOF TO RT HELENA — BRIARS — LONOWOOD. 1816 — 1816 


I EEriNG along tlie Englisli coast, the Nor- 
, tlmmherlavdy on the 10th of August, cleared 

a the British Channel, and, on the 11th, 

Napoleon obtained a last glimpse of the 
coast of France — the heights of Cape de 
la Hogue He gazed long and anxiously 
upon the scene, and, as it lessened m the 
distance, extended towards it his hands, and 
exclaimed, with deep emotion, “ Adieu ' 
land of the Brave ! Adieu, dear France I A few tiaitois less, and 
thou wilt again be the mistress of the world > ” This was the 
Emperor’s last faiewell to the country on which he had conferred 
a wreath of imperishable glory Was France qmte worthy of her 
Hero ^ In his prosperity, she made of him an idol, in adversity 
she deserted and would have forgotten him, but that oppression 
brought back the remembrance of hei former savioui 
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The conduct of Admiral Cockbum during the Toynge ^rai m all 
thingi con£6nn&bl6 to hu znstractions He treated the Hmperor 
with cold cmLity a* General Bonaparte but -would allow no dckfer 
ence to hu habiU -which could xndicate conaaoumeM of mfenonty 
in nmk to the ilJufftnoiu Enle with whom ho and hia officers were 
thus brought in conUct. Howerer -vulgar or unworthy Uub might 
have appeared to the Bmpexor he took no notico even to hie emte, 
of the rtadied indignity but -when reminded by hie attendanto that 
It ww doubtieei intended to annoy Imn, ho merely replied They 
may call me -whAt they pleaae they cannot hinder me from being 
myself. Sir TValtcr Scott, m attempting to defend the B n tia h 
Government for havmg deacended to the petty infliction* by which 
Trormwood was added to Napoleon* cap of gall has betrayed the 
motire* which mducod auch conduct to be adopted and perwated im 
Once acknowledged a* Emperor he says it followed of coune 
that he mu to be treated as nich in every parbcular Whoever 
heard of on Empesror restricted in hi* promenade* or lubjected, m 
certain cases to the surveillance of an officer and the rcstramt of 
sentinel* ? Or how could those precauuona against escape havo been 
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taken, ■without iiicvcrcnce to tlic person of a cio'VMied head, -which, 
in the circumstances of Napoleon Bonapaite, ■svcie indispensably 
necessary'^” In other ■words, the Biitish IMimsteis having duected 
tlieir instruments to pursue a couise of stein seventy, -were compelled 
to resort to a fiction, as to the lank of theii victim, m order to justify 
their harshness eien in then omi eyes It was reserved foi the 
English Government of 1840 to place Napoleon’s name among the 
Sovereigns of Europe, and thus, by exposing the hollo-wness of factious 
pretensions in 1815, to lomovc the odium incuired by the Emperor’s 
gaolers from the nation at large to a few individuals. Napoleon, it 
may be added, had intended, if pci-mitted to land m England, to 
have assumed tlic name of Colonel Duioc oi Muiion, accordmg to 
the usage of Sovereigns when out of then own dommions without 
pohtical object or power , but when the title which he had so long 
home, and which had been directly acknowledged by evei*y State 
in Euiope except England, and indirectly by the latter, was disputed, 
he laid aside all thoughts of an incogmto, and claimed the lank to 
which he felt himself entitled “I abdicated the throne of Fiance,” 
he said, “but not the title of Empeioi I do not call myself Napo- 
leon, Empcroi of France, but the Empeior Napoleon Sovereigns 
generally letain their titles Thus, Charles IV. of Spam retains the 
title of Kin g, though he has abdicated in favour of his son If I were 
in England, I would not call myself Emperor, but it is designed to 
make it appear that the French nation had no nght to choose me 
as Its Soveieign If the people had no nght to make me Empeior, 
they were equally mcapable of making me General The English 
called Washington a leader of rebels for a long time, and refused 
to acknowledge either him or the constitution of his country, but his 
success ultimately obhged them to change their tone and acknowledge 
both ” 

The life of the Emperoi on board the J^orthumberland was only 
remarkable from its simphcity He breakfasted m his bed-cabm, 
at iriegulai hours, in the French style He mquired of one of his 
attendants what was passing, the distance run, the state of the wind, 
and other particulars concemmg the ship’s progiess He then read 
for some time, dressed towards fom o’clock, and played at chess till 
five", when dinner was announced This meal had usually been 
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discussed by Najwleon at tbo Tuflenc* in about & quarter of an 
hour or trmity minutes but AdmjraJ Cockbom e tiro occu 

pied irom an boor to an bour and a balf Trbich, tbougb the !Emj>eror 
neTor spoke of it, somerrhat annoyed buiL. Ho m^o no observation 
npon tbo neiv system of cookcary, or the qnabty of any disb^ and left 
the selection of ha food entirely to iho two valets who waited on him 
He seldom joined m the conversation at table bat, thoagb it was 
in French remained lalcnt and listless as if a stranger to the language 
The Admiral was at first disconcerted by the Emperor’s habit of 
nung unmedialcly after dinner but, on being informed of his guest a 
pocuhflxitics ho to far accommodated himself to them as to order 
cofic© for him and ha compamona, sometimes even before the Engluh 
hi^ fiiushod them meat Napoleon then went upou deck, and Sir 
George and ius ofBcers remained to take wine The Emperor con 
Unued Tralkmg the deck tOl dork, when ho xiiualiy returned to the 
aftar-oabm, and played a game at tnngt m or diess for half an hour, 
after which he retired for the night. He wore a light dress on 
account of the cxcemre heat and when on deck was accustomed to 
scat h ims elf on a particular gun which among the leametn soon 
acquired the name of the Emperors gun, and there relate to his 
faithful followers the most mleroeting parbcular* of his early life of 
the history of h« family bis pobtios and opinion*. 

At noon, on the 243rd of September the ship crowed the EqmnoctiBl 
hue in the Gulf of Guinoa. The day was one of unusual nurth and 
disorder but the Admiral courteoualy exempted the Emperor and his 
suite Irem tho unpleasant coremomet appropriated to the Neptunian 
festivah Napoleon as tho pnee of hia exemption, desired to 
present tho crew with a hundred Napoleon* but this Sir George 
Cockbum considered excetaavo for a Oenerol and restricted the 
donation to a tenth of the amount an mtorference which tho Emperor 
conceived to be uncalled for and consequently he gave nothing 
Betweeu the 4th, and 7th of October the Nortktanberlcmd spoke 
with a French merchant vetfol m the Gulf of Guinea, the Captam 
of which was greatly surptwed and vexed to learn that Napoleon was 
a prisoner m the hands of the English. * You have robbed ns of onr 
treasure ” ha said, when informed of the capture and transportation 
you have taken away him who knew how to govern us according 
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to oul tastes and manneis.” Towaids evening on tlie 14tli, land was 
descried, and, at daybieak on tlie 15tli, tlie Exile and Ins foUoweis 
had a full view of theii future piison. “ Before us,” says Las Cases, 
“ we beheld a kind of village, suriounded by nunieious bleak and 
barren lulls, towenng to tlie clouds. Every iilatforin, eveiy aperture, 
the blow of eveiy rock and hill, was life vuth cannon The Enipeior 
viewed the piospcct tluougli his glass I stood beside him, and kept 
my eyes constantly fixed on lus countenance , but I could peiceive no 
change • yet lie saw before him what, in all probability, would be his 
perpetual prison — perhaps his grave'” About noon, the ship cast 
anchor, and the Adimial, notwithstanding his mstructions to keep the 
French on board tdl a residence, compiismg all the leguisites for a 
piison, could be found oi constructed, went on shoie in search of a 
temporary habitation for his captives , and havmg found one, he 
returned in the evening with the grateful news, that on the moiiow 
they would be permitted to go on shore 

On the 16th, accordmgly, Sn George Cockburn, on his own lesponsi- 
bihty, transferred the Empeior and his suite fiom the NoHhumberland 
to an mn at James’ Town, where they slept foi that night, and, on 
the 17th, Napoleon removed to a pa^ahon, or summer-house, attached 
to the estate of a lesident merchant, named Balcombe, which had 
been hiicd by the Adimial, as a leticat, tdl Longwood, the place 
fixed on for Napoleon’s permanent abode, could be prepared for his 
leception This was a miserable place ; but it was the best that could 
be had , unless, indeed. Plantation-house, the summer villa of the 
Governor, had been mtiuded upon, which would have been contrary 
to the express orders of the English hlimstry, who had prohibited any 
such excess of comtesy — lest the prisoner should be tempted to sup- 
pose that he had no superior in St Helena ” 

Bnais, which was the name of the estate to which the summer- 
house belonged, was situated on a pointed eminence rismg firom the 
valley, which runs firom James’ Town some distance mto the interior 
of the island All around were rugged steeps and broken giound, 
presenting httle but bare rocks and wild precipices, mterspeised with 
a few stunted trees, and an occ^ional patch of vegetation, strugghng 
for existence Las Cases was sent for as soon as the Emperor 
obtamed possession' of the pavihon It was evenmg when the Count 
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reached the place The Emperor Tras ftandiag at the thresliold of 
hi* hut, attired m ha customary unifonn of the Imperial Guard and 
hi* small cocked hat, Burvoymg tho •vnudmg path loading from the 
valley TTis form, iraa slightly bout, and his hands reposed hehmd 
his back In none of hi* campaigns perhaps m no atuation of his 
past li/o ** »ay* his faithful folloiror ” had he been so wretchedly 
lodged, or subject to so many pnvabons ” The summer house con 
tamed hut two rooms, ono on tho ground floor and the other above 
The windoTT* had neither shuttcra nor curtain*, and there wa# st»rcely 
a seat in tho room Tho Emperor was alone — his two valets bemg 
engaged in preparing him a bed. Parkness was rapidly dosing 
around, and with it come profound adence and undisturbed sohtude 
To understand my feelings at that moment, ’ says Las Case* it 
would be necCMary to revert to the days of Napoleon’s past glory 
when one of bis decree* sufficed to subrert or to create throne* and 
when hi* Court <U the Ttulcne* was thronged by submissive nunistew 
aimoiui ambaisadon and trembling pnnee* and longs Now it was 
nece**ary to bamcado a broken window near hi* bed, so as to eiclnde 
the air for hii two valets to sleep m their cloaks on the ground, 
across the door of hi* apartmojit and for hi* Councilior of State to 
repose on a xnattre** irpread on iho floor in a chamber about »eren 
feet t^naie without a chair or the slightest conveiuciice m tho room. 
Were »nch thmgi necessary to the tafo custody of Napoleon? Scott 
the general advocate and organ of tho Govemmeiit condemn* tho 
narrow mindedness which dictated the instmcbon* that led to such a 
result, and argues that Plantation Houso should hare been conceded 
to the captive because the very best accommodation was duo to 
fallen greatness and because m hw mrcumstancca Napoleon ought 
to have been the lait person on the island subjected to inconvenience 
Thi* tomewhat vague reasoning was probably adopted, m order to 
blmk a better — namely that bansg been guilty of an act of 
duplicity if not of absolute injustice the Government ought to have 
rendered the wrong less glanng by a* much of kindne** and con 
mdemhon a* the ezjwUenct/ on which it acted would admit 

In the monnag the Emperor broafcfaatcd without tablecloth or 
plates — the remains of hi* previoa* day’s dinner fnraijhing iu» repast- 
An Engluh officer was lodged m tho neighbouring house that of 
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^fr Balcombc — ns a guard, and tn^o soldicis paraded befoie the 
pa-\-ilion, to natch the motions of the inmates Napoleon said notliing 
respecting these piccautions; but chceifully resumed the occupation, 
by ivhich he had recently diverted cimm, dm mg the mornings while 
on board the Northvmhcilaml — that of dictating a history of his 
first campaign in Italy, and conversing on the comse of his eaily 
life and adicnturcs. In the aftcinoon of the 18th, he began an 
exploration of the little domain nhich his name has smee rendeied 
I famous tluough the earth, and then commenced his acquamtance 
I v ith the excellent family of tlie Balcombes ; who, during his resi- 

' dcncc in their immediate neighbourhood, omitted nothing in their 

poMcr to render his situation as agreeable as circumstances would 
permit. 

The preparations at Longwood, and consequently the residence at 
Bnars, continued for nearly two months, dming which the life of the 
Exile was one of routine — diversified only by the attentions of his 
followcis to incicase Ins comfoits, and by the novelties of his abode 
and posiuon, nhicli were calculated only to inspiie him with feehngs 
and thoughts of bitterness lie who, but a few months before, was 
at the head of one of the most powerful nations of Em ope , the 
disposer of ciowns and dispenser of gloiy, honour, and wealth, was 
now bimtcd to a hoi cl, twchc feet square, peichcd on a bairen rock, 
wiUiout furniture, or the simplest lequisitcs of comfoit, and with but 
one room for dining-room, sitting-ioom, study, bed-chamber, and 
diessmg-room — compelled to walk in the an daily while his apart- 
ment was cleaned His meals weie bi ought to him fiom a distance, 
his food such as he had not been accustomed to, water foi a hath, 
which was necessary to his health, not to be had, exeicise on hoise- 
back impracticable ; and his fiiends and servants quartered at a 
distance of two miles, and only permitted to approach him m the 
company of a soldier, taught to regard the captives as enemies 
Napoleon sometimes chafed and repined under these privations, and 
therefore his deti actors have stigmatized him as petulant, captious, 
and undignified 

Befoie the end of October, this .want of accommodation was, in 
some measme, remedied The Colonel of the 53rd English regiment 
presented to Las Cases a tent, which was forthwith pitched, so as to 
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form a prolongiUicm of tlio paTjlion Tho Emperor’s coot tooV up kw 
abode at Bnarf. His toblo-lioDn md plato wore ‘bronght {h>m James 
Town and lomo of tho officert of hi* «nto attended doily at Bnars, 
and itayed to dmc These wero grateful alienations to tho monotony 
of the first few days and their ralno wns enhanced by the romovai 
to a greater distance in the beginning of November of tho soldiors 
who had been stationed at tho patihon — a rcUof which wa* duo to 
the land intercession of Mr Balcombc This change enabled the 
prisoner to take more exercise than before as he had objected to 
walh while hi* steps were watched by ftnmgexs 

Napoleons favoonto rtaort was Mr Balcombci garden a level 
patch contammg more shrub* and plants than were generally to be 
found m the neighbourhood. This wa* cultivated by a negro, named 
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Toby, "wbo desciibed bimself as a Malay-Indian, foiced from, borne by 
Engbsbmen, and sold as a slave at St Helena The affectmg story 
and simple manners of tbis old man gieatly inteiested the Emperor, 
•wbo sought to pui chase his hberation, in order to restore bim to his 
country and hiends. Toby, m return, became attached to the 
Empeior, and was accustomed to call him the “ Good Gentleman/’ 
Pausmg with Las Cases one day, while the negro was at work before 
tliem, Napoleon exclaimed — “What after all is this poor human 
machine ^ There is not one form whose extenor is precisely like that 
of another, or whose mtemal organization does not differ Had 
Toby been a Brutus, he would have put himself to death , an .^sop, 
he would now, perhaps, have been the Governor’s advisei , an ardent 
and zealous Chiistian, he would have home his chains m the sight of 
God, and blessed them As for poor Toby, he scarcely heeds his 
misfoitunes, but stoops and toils m mnocent tranquilhty ” Then, 
after havmg steadfastly regarded him for a few moments m silence, 
Napoleon resumed “ There is certainly a wide distance between 
pool Toby and a King Richard and yet the crime is not the less 
atrocious , for this man after all had his family, his happmess, his 
hbeity, and it was an act of horrible cruelty to bnng him here to 
languish m the fetters of slavery ” The Emperor stopped short , but 
the next moment, tummg to Las Cases, contmued — I lead m 
your eyes that you think he is not the only example of the same kind 
at St Helena My dear friend, there is not the least resemblance 
heie If the outrage is of a higher class, the victims also furnish very 
different resouices We have not been exposed to corporeal suf- 
fermgs , and if that had been attempted, we have souls to have 
disappomted our tyrants Our situation may even have its charms 
The eyes of the um verse are upon us We aie martyrs m an immortal 
cause Milli ons of human bemgs are weepmg for us our country 
sighs, and glory mourns our fate We here struggle agamst the 
oppression of the gods , and the piayers of nations are for us 
Besides, this is not the source of my real suffenngs If I considered 
only myself, perhaps I should have reason to rejoice Misfortunes 
are not without their heroism and their glory Adversity was wantmg 
to my careei Had I died on the thione, enveloped m the dense 
atmosphere of my power, I should to many have lemamed a problem , 
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bat Bow^ mtiibittino Trill enable oil to of mo without dn 

gmie ” 

On the 1 0th of December, tho repair* and altorntionf having been 
completed at Longwood tho hooaohold of the Emperor waa bans 
ferred thither On thi* occasion, Kapoleon rode a hor«o which had 
been eent for hii use from tho Capo of Good Hope Tho Admmd 
between whom and tho Captive Bome coolneis had tausen in con*e 
quenco of the pnvatiOBi endured by tho latter at Bnara, and the 
rettactions imposed on mch of hi* Bnite as had contmned to re«dc 
at James Town now behaved with tho ntTnoat attention aa also did 
tho ofBcer* of tho gamson, who formed tho Imperial escort The 
road was heed with rpectatori, anxions to obtain a glimpse of the 
Great Man, who*o soclnsion since he had been on tho island, 
rendered him still a perfect itranger to huj cunous neighbours Tho 
cottSgo reached Longwood about four o clock in tho aflemoon and 
at tEC, the Emperor mdolged for the firtft time since he had quitted 
ilalmaison, m the luxury of a bath 

tiongwood ongmaHy a farm belonging to the East India Company, 
had been recently occupied as a sninmcr residence by the Deputy 
governor of St. Helena. It u situate on one of the highest parts of the 
island, a level height rtmxung on the north and oast lowards tho steep 
coast end bounded on the south and west, by the barren rocky hm* 
of which the greater portion of tho isle consisti Tho difference of 
temperfitare between Longwood and James Valley is said to be by 
Laj Oases, at least ten degrees as marked on the English thermo- 
meter The sun though rarely seen exerose* considerable infinence 
on the atmc«phero which, without due precaution, u apt to produce 
diseased hrer Oontmnal and fircqucntly violeiit, winds blow regu 
larly from the same quarter and heavy and sudden fidls of ram 
Tender it impossible to diftmgmsh any settled gradation of season* 
Tho year form* a round of wind ram and clouds and the terope 
rature though mild, is so monotonous as to occasion lassitude and 
ennui Tho ram is obandant hot tho grass to which it gira nerr 
hfo speeddy disappears under tho withering heat or mppmg wind 
^Vater I* conveyed thither m a conduit bat it is so unwholesome that 
those who ase it are compelled to boU it first The tree* m the 
vicinity am gum tree* — mere shrubs, affording no shade Ihe 



PRBCAtTTlO^B 


of Ixmgwood, about six hundred paces from tho housot and a cordon 
of sentmols and picqacts Trero placed round tho limits At nmo 
0 clock tho icntmols were drawn in, and stationed m commumcation 
mth each other, surrounding tho house in swdi positions that no 
person could come m or go out without bemg seen and •crutmiscd 
by thorn- At tho ontranco of tho house, double sentmols wore 
placed and patrols were oontmuoUy passing baderrard and fonrard 
After nine, Napoleon was not at liberty to leave the houso unless m 
company with a fiold-officcr and no person whotevor was allowed 
to pass without the countersign. This stato of ofioirs continued 
until daylight m tho morning Every landing place in the island, 
and indeed, every place which presented tho semblance of one was 
farnuhed with a picquot, and sentinels were oven placed upon every 
goat path leading to the tea though m truth tho obstacles presented 
by nature m almost aU tho paths la that direction, would of them 
■elves have proved miurmountablo to so unwieldy a person as 
Napoleon- 

" From tho vanoui signal posts on the island ships axe frequently 
discoverod at twenty four leagues distance and always long before 
they can approach tho shore Two ship* of war contmually cruised, 
one to wmdward and tho other to looward, to whom Mgrtal* wore 
raado as soon as a vessel was discovered from the posts on shore 
Evejy ship except a BntiaJi war was acccmpamcd down to 

tho road by one of tho cruisers, who remained with her till she 
was either permitted to anchor or was sent away No foreign vessels 
were allowed to anchor unless under circumstances of great distress 
m which case no person from them was permitted to land, and an 
ofBcer and party from ono of the ships of Tmr was sent on board to 
take charge of them as long as they remamed, as well as in order to 
prevent any improper commumcation- Eveay fishmg boat belonging 
to tho i s land was numbered and anchored at irunset, under the 
superintendence of a heutenant m the lucvy No bcrtits except 
guard boats from the ship* of war which polled about the island 
all mght, were allowed to be down after sunset. Tho orderly officer 
was also instructed to aacertam the actual presence of Napoleon twice 
in the twenty four hours, which was done with as much dehesay tut 
P<^sible In fact,” adds Mr Barry O^cara, ” e v ery human pro 
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caution to pi event escape, slioit of actually incaiceratmg oi encliaimng 
him, -was adopted by Su Geoige Cockbum ” 

But it -was not foi his detention alone that the British Government 
had piovided. It "was deemed necessary to exclude him as much as 
possible fi-om the notice and knowledge of the world, and even horn 
his own family and fiaends. It was ordered that “all letters ad- 
dressed to him 01 any of his suite should be delivered, in the fiist 
place, to the Admiral oi the Governor, who was to read, previously 
to tiansmittmg, them, and the same legulation was to be enfoiced 
with lespect to letters written by the General or those of his smte ” 
This was a humihatmg restriction, intended to pi event the Empeioi 
horn holding any mteicouise with Europe It has been condemned 
even by Scott. “If a third person,” says that authoi, “cold blooded 
at best, peihaps mchned to hold up to scorn the expressions of oui 
giaef 01 om affection, is permitted to have the review of the effusions 
of our hearts towards a wife, a sistei, a bi other, oi a bosom friend, 
the correspondence loses half its value, and forced as we aie to keep 
it withm the bounds of the most discreet caution, it becomes to us 
lather a source of new mortification, than the opening of a commmuon 
with those absent persons, whose fiiendship and attachment we hold 
to be the dearest possession of our hves Whatever was to be 
apprehended of danger in this species of mtei course, was much more 
likely to occur m a clandestme correspondence than m one earned 
on even by sealed letters openly and by peimission of the Govern- 
ment” One thing was almost certain to result horn the arrangement 
as it stood No one would conceive that he was actmg wiong in 
sending, oi receiving, letters which had not passed the prescribed 
examination, and no person was likely to deem that he degraded 
himself by becoming the ntedium of fiee communication between 
the exiles and then fiiends Accoidmgly, it was afterwaids dis- 
covered, that, notwithstandmg all the vigdance used, letters fiom 
time to time did find then way to Europe without the supervision 
cf the constituted authorities, and these bemg generally filled with 
complamts against the English officials, derived additional weight 
and impoitance, horn the fact that the Government restrictions were 
beheved to have been imposed in order, principally, to mteicept such 
complamts. 
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Some of tho other usstmctions regardmg tho treatment of the 
Emperor \rero dictotcd in tie «uno narrow, TindicUvo spirit. An 
English officer, it la stud was to have been stationod conatantljT at 
tho Emperor a table but os ^^apoloon Ueclarod bia rcaolation to teko 
his meal* in his chamber tho order was not persutod in. An officer 
was also to accompany hnn in nil bis ndes on horeoback but on 
its being signified tbnt- tho pnsoncr would not ndo nt flH under such 
surveillanco, limits were fixed withm which ho might nde at dis- 
cretion. Sentinol* were posted beneath tho windows and before 
the doors of Longwood communication between the Ercnch end 
the inhabitants of the uland was restrained the pass-words and 
orders were mccssantly changed and tho caphves were reduced to 
a ftato of constant perplexity and apprchenaioii Tho Emperor 
annoyed for his followers rather than himself at these Tcacatious 
proceedmgs directed MontKolon to reraonitmto m writing against 
tbeir continuance but in consequence of tho letter, in which tho 
complaint wns urged, bmg addressed to tho Admiral m tho name 
of tho Emperor the answer rotumod briefly *tsted that * No such 
thing a* an Emperor was known at St. Helena 

The QxScs bemg now settled at Ix>ngwopd Napoleon asiigned to 
biB fuito their sereral future duties To Bertrand, the Grand Marahal 
wa* ontrosted the control amd supcnntendoncc of tho household to 
Montholon, tho care of all domestic details to Gourgaud the direction 
of the ftables which soon contained eight or ton horses and Lem 
Cases had tho care of the property and furmture and the manago- 
ment of the supphes. These arrangements had been rendered 
necessary in coniequencc of tho irrcgulanties and occasioufll disorders 
which had arisen fixim Tnmt of defined occupation for the aovend 
members of tho little Court bat, bowover prudently the duties had 
been asngned, instead of giving perfect satislactiou, and conduemg 
to tho harmony and happmeaa of the hoosehold, they sowed tho 
seeds of discontent which took permanent root, end proved a fertilo 
Bource of vexation to all partica One thought that hia talents or 
devotion had not been suffimontly studied in the selection of the 
office conferred on him asiother sought to attach undue importance 
to hw appointment and all aoemed disposed to depute their fellow* 
advancement u a matter of sonoa* importance and an object of 
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legitimate ambition, ratliei than to nnite in pioviding foi tbe common 
necessities of then condition, and thus seeming the advantage and 
comfort of the lyhole 

Las Cases has paitly explained the reason of this dissension • — 
“ Though attachment to the person of the Emperor,” ho says, had 
attracted us all around him, yet chance, and not sympathy; had 
brought us together Oui connexion -was pmely fortmtous. We •were 
encircled at Longwood lound the same centre, but without any 
cohesion with each other We were almost all strangers to each 
other ; and unfortunately om different conditions, ages, and cha- 
racters, were calculated to make us contmue so ” These cucumstances 
had the effect of banisliing confidence, mterchange of sentiment, and 
mtimate union, and had it not been for the loudness, good-temper, 
and care of tlie Emperor, to remove every just cause of j’ealousy, the 
foohsh bickerings of his followers, whose love for him appears to have 
been the only feehng m which they all participated, would have 
rendered the establishment as miserable in its o'wn constitution as 
through any infliction of the enemy 

Towards the end of December, the Emperor began to take exercise 
on horseback, and made several rambles on foot, -visitmg the East 
India Company’s faim, and other places on the island, as far as his 
limits would pernut him to go -without a guard. His health had 
begun to dechne , and Dr O’Meara assmed him that exercise alone 
could restoie it One day, the 29th, dming one of his exploratory 
ndes, Napoleon dismounted, in older to descend a steep and deeply 
furrowed valley At the bottom was a streamlet, the banks of which 
appealed to be diy , but when trodden they gave way, and Las Cases 
and the Empeioi sank to theu knees m mud Looking at his clothes, 
Napoleon, when extricated, said — '' This is certainly a dirty adven- 
ture If we had been lost here, what would have been said in 
Europe ? Cantmg hypocrites would have proved, beyond a doubt, 
that we had been swallowed foi oui crimes ” 

These ndes and walks tended greatly to undeceive the inhabitants 
of St Helena, as to the real character of the prisoner The most 
violent prejudices had been fostered agamst him, by the countless 
books and pamphlets cnculated by the British Government and its 
agents durmg the war " If it had then entered mto any person’s 
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head,** said Napoleon, " to hayo stud, that I had gro^m hmry and 
svalkod on all foars, there are people -who Tronld have bcliwcd it, and 
•vrould have said that God had pniuahcd mo os Ho did Nebnehad 
Bcarar " AH tcomoU to bare been milled by these improbable hbols, 
and were cMnac^uontly futpnacd at the want of gimili tndo between 
what they saw and what they had been led to expect. Even Sir 
George Cochbnna a man in yrhom tho strong prejudices of his 3W0- 
fession, end hia strict senso of duty tended to keep oliro early 
notions and prcdilccUons, with tofotcnco to tho French raoro than 
once erckimcd, m the midat of his numerous disputes with tho 
followds of Napoleon, that tho Emperor rras the bcat-natured, the 
nwMt just and reasonable of the whole set.” 

This &YOTirable reaction soon became gcncraL On one occasion 
an Englishman, wjth whom the Emperor sometimes convened frankly 
acknowledged that he hod fonncrly behered all the absurd calommea 
wkeh were circulated respecting the Comcan — his bormags ftrang 
bugs momcref and brutal foroaty down to the detaili of hii personal 
deformity and hideoui features The English pubbcations ’ said this 
peraon, were filled with such ■tatomeats they wtare ra every month, 
and not a toico was raised to contradict them. — It is to your 
Mmurten rephed Napoleon ** that I am indebted for these favortra. 
They inundated Europe with pamphlets and libels ngeunst me 
Perhaps they might urge in excuie that they reypendod merely to 
what they roccired from France os it mint in justice be admitted 
that those Frenchmen, who have sme© exulted over tho nun of 
their country felt no heaitabon m furnishing such artiolcs m abond 
ance Falsehood, however passes away and trudi remciuj The 
sensibla portion of tho present age and postenty especially wHl judge 
from frets cnly Already tho dond is breaking the light is piorcmg 
through. Thcae who have succeeded me possess the archives of my 
admimstratiou and pohee and the records of my tribunals they hold 
in their pay and at their d:Lipoeal those who are said to have CExecaled, 
as wen as the accomphccs cr^ my enmee and atrocities yet what proofr 
against mo luve they brought forward ? Tho vcrictiQ of calumny has 
boon exha^ted on mo It can no longer injure but operates Hho the 
poison on Mithndfltes 

The good opmion of tho Admiral about this time to fiir counter 
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balanced bis Mant of knowledge of an Empeior, that, aftei an 
lntcl^•lcw witb Napoleon, on tbe 30tli of Dccembei, bo directed that 
bcncefortb tbo Exile sboiild bo permitted to iido fieoly about tlie 
island — tbo officer, wlio bad proMously been appointed to accompany 
bun, mciely keeping limi in view from a distance, so tliat bis presence 
sliould no longer gi-se offence. At tbe same tunc it was arianged, 
tliat visitors should be admitted at Longwood, not by leave obtained 
ffoni Sir George Cockburn, but on tbe ui\ntation of tbe Grand 
]\Iaisbal, vbo did tbe honours of the establishment. On New-yeai’s 
day, the Einpcioi’s fowling-picccs, tbougli as there was no game on 
die island they weic not blccly to be vciy useful, weie leturned to 
lum, together with two or tbicc belonging to tbe gentlemen of bis 
suite, which bad been detamed. Tbe icstoration of tbe latter was 
somewhat ungracious, it bemg coupled with the condition, that tbe 
owners should send the guns every evening to tbe tent of tbe officer 
on duty, but this proposal having been deebned, tbe pieces weie 
surrendered at discretion Tbe Adnuial, Colonel Wilks, tbe governoi 
of tbe island, whom tbe Admual bad suxieiseded. Colonel Skelton, 
the beutenant-govemoi , the Colonel of tbe 53id regiment, and 
several of tbe officers and their ladies, now became guests at Long- 
wood , and a better understanding seemed about to be estabbsbed on 
all sides, but, unfortunately, this state of things contmued only foi 
about a week, when it was announced that tbe officer on duty lefused 
to act tbe part of a servant, by lemaining behind, alone, when tbe 
Emperor lode beyond tbe bmits, and that, consequently, tbe latter 
must forgo bis excursions, oi submit to tbe presence of a guard This 
revived all tbe old grievances , mteirupted, unfortunately for ever, 
the dinner parties which bad so auspiciously commenced to strip 
captivity of half its sorrows, and taught Napoleon again to regard 
bunself as a prisoner, at tbe disposal of a capricious gaoler, in whose 
behalf the only allegation advanced is, that tbe Emperor bad abused 
tbe privilege accorded to him, by stoppmg, as be bad always been 
accustomed to do, to speak with some person on the road. 

The subsequent seclusion of the Captive occasioned much disap- 
pomtment both to visitois and residents at St Helena Some 
English sailors, especially those of the Northumberland, who regarded 
Napoleon as then shipmate, moie than once biaved all the obstacles 
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mterposed hy icntinolB, tmd tho dangers incumid by brooch of orders 
to obtain a near ncm' of the Emperor from behind the trees and 
hedges about Longwood ** Teli bun,” Mad a sturdy tor to Ias Ccacs 
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one day ‘ that wo wwh him no hamij but aH posdblc happmew 
Long life and health to him. ’When the cimnnatanccs were reported 
to Napoleon, he said Thia js tho effect of imegmataon. Hott 
powexfai IB lU infiaenco I Here axo people who do not fcnow me — 
who have merefy heard mo spohen of yet what do tbe^ not feel ^ 
What would they not do to serve me ? The same caprice is to be 
found m till countne* in idl ages and m both sexet It is fanaticaim ! 
Yc* imagmaiion gororus the world I 

In order to lighten the tunc which, notwithrtandmg the EmiMWOi^a 
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lengtlicncd morning dictations to bis followciSj bis leadmgs of tbe 
best French poets, lustoiians, novebsts, and dramatists, and some 
attention to the study of the Engbsli language, still bimg heavy 
on bis hands, and proved to be, as he himself said, “ the only thmg 
of which he had too much,” recourse was had by turns to exploded 
works, iclatmg to the early careei of the Emperor, to annual registers, 
encyclopajdias, and pohticalycja. de mots. But tlie pubhcalions, which 
of all others mterested the captive and his household most deeply, 
were the files of journals, bi ought every three or four weeks from 
Europe, horn wluch wcie gatliercd what was passmg in England, in 
France, and generally on the Continent. Intelhgcnce at tins period 
was, mdeed, of the most exciting land, even to dismterested parties 
To Napoleon, and those whose fortunes were Imlced with his, it could 
not fad to be absorbing. The news successively arrived of the capture 
and death of Murat, die msunection and punishment of the Spanish 
guerilla general Porhei , tlie executions of Lab^doyeie, Ney, and 
otliers; and the escape of Lavalette Concerning the fate of Murat, 
the only observation made by the Empeior at the moment was, 
“ The Calabrians were more humane, more generous, than those 
who sent me here ” He afterwards added, that at Waterloo, 
King Joachim might have enabled the Impenal army to gam the 
victory ” 

The Spanish attempt to overthrow the rule of Kong Ferdmand, 
afforded him no surprise Those very Spaniards,” he said, " who 
proved themselves my most inveterate enemies when I mvaded their 
country, and who acquired the highest glory by then resistance, 
immediately on my return from Elba appealed to me to become their 
dehverer . . This circumstance sufficiently explams then late revolt, 
which there is_ htde doubt vnll be lenewed Feidinand, m his 
madness, may grap his sceptre as firmly as he will, but one of these 
fine mornings it will shp through his fingers, hke an eel ” 

It should be mentioned, that with the last ships that had arrived, 
came out the Pohsh captain Piontkowski, who had been left behmd 
with the Bellerophon, at Plymouth, but whose mgent entreaties to 
be permitted to rejom the Empeioi had subdued the obduracy of 
the British Ministers 

In the month of February, 1816, there arose complamts respecting 
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I SCABCITT or PBOTISIOKS. 

I the quantity and quabty of the pronsions fumiahcd for tho tables at 
Longwood The increased nninber of soldiers on tho island, and tho 
' prohibition of trading vessels, had prodoced a scarcity, Trhich rendered 
I it necessary for Sir George Ctwibum to caabon the exiles to econo- 
mue their daily consumption, as othennso some of tho storos Trould 
be shortly exhausted. Writing paper, coffee, loaf-sagar, and other 
-orUdes, vrere scarcely to bo obtained, but, as the cause from -which 
t this proceeded iras capahlo of cxplonatiOQ, no one thought of accusing 
/ the Admiral, or any other individual, on this account, of putting the 
< capfrre* to intentional inconTcmonco. It Tvas merely felt, that the 
English Goremment had taken no panu to ascertain the fitness of 
the-iififtad for the purpose to which it was appropriated, and, accord 
ingly, (trhenever a reference was made to the subject, it was the 
hlmisten, and not their agents, who were condemned. It was hoped, 
too, That 4s the new Govomor was daily expected, with fresh powuit 
to zosho -arrangements respecting the Emperor s cemforta and pnvi 
leges, and, as 8ir Hudson Lowe had been represented as an honour- 
able and diberal man, a speedy tennmatzon would be put to the petty 
gnevances and privations, which, however annoying collectively, 
were too tnvial as separate items to bo enuraerated in a formal 
remonstrance 

The Emperor i general mode of living at St Helena has already 
been spoken From the tune of talrmg np hij abode at Longwood, 
he seemed to consider himself settled, and to regulate everything 
about him wtih the same precision as had marked his arrange 
ments, whcdicr m great matters or smaD, throngh life ‘ 
attitude " says Laa Cases, " was that of dignity oppressed by power 
He traced around him a moral boundary withm which he defended 
himself, mchiby inch, against indignity and msult, oompromising 
nothing with his persecutors, but shewing himself sensibty jealous as 
to frirms and hostile to encroachment "With his followers, he 
entered fully into an examination of the affain of Europe, analysed 
the projects and conduct of the Sovereigns compared them with 
hia crtni j weighed separated, and spoke of his deeds and of his 
reign and became once more the Emperor — once more Napoleon 1 
And never was a more even temper, more constant kmdness, 
more unalterahle affection exhibited Even bis most vigorous attacks 



SUMMARY 


upon llic common enemy, lliongli they may seem to liave been dic- 
tated by anger, ueie in fact almost always accompanied with some 
mirth oi plcasantr)’’ It nas no small surprise to us, nor a shght 
satisfaction, to obsene tliat, ^vlthout knowing how or why, the 
Empcroi daily gained upon the good opinion and respect even of 
the Enghsh ” 
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AUIVAX or ns BOIIIOH lows ALTCROAnOKi — IlABBn MKAIDBBi OF 

THB QOTBIUTOB — UUOVAL OF OOUITT OAFBB 1816. 


UDSON LOivB entered tlie army at an 
early gge, but attained the rani of gene 
ral and the honour of knighthood, while 
serving m Italy m a foreign corps m 
the pay of England and first became 
known to history says Colonel Napier 
" by loamg m a few days, at Caprte, a 
poet that, without any pretensions to 
celebnty, might have been defended for 
as many yean,” It has been hmted, thw± 
his defects as a general, were his chief recommendations to his snbse 
qnent office of gaoler Be this as it may Sir Hndson liowe having 
been appointed Governor of St. Helene, disembarked on that island 
on the 14th of April, 1816, and, three days afterwards had his first 
interview with the Emperor Hus viiit does not seem to have pre- 
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possessed Napoleon in favom, of his keepei, whom he described as 
a man of about foity-five yeais of age, of the common height, slender 
make, with red hau, luddy, heckled complexion, and eyes that, 
glancmg askance, seldom ventured to look the person he addressed 
fall m the face " He has,” said the Emperor, “ a most vdlamous 
countenance , but we must not decide too hastily the man’s dis- 
position may make amends for the unfavourable impression created 
by his face ” 

The jSrst official measure of Sir Hudson Lowe, was to requiie horn 
each of the compamons and servants of Napoleon, a written declaration 
of their voluntary desire to remam at Longwood, and their submission 
to all the restrictions which might be enforced by the Governor This 
was leaddy given by aU the parties eoncemed, but Sir Hudson, not 
content with the mere signatures, desned personally to exiamme the 
domestics — an mterference which was promptly resented by Count 
Montholon, who declared that theie could be no just pretence for 
the Governor’s steppmg m between the Emperoi and his valet-de- 
chambre. The servants were, however, exiammed as to the influence 
under which they had severally signed their declarations , and fiom 
that moment there was hostdity between Su Hudson and his captives. 
Even extenor pohteness was scarcely retamed the followers of 
Napoleon taking every occasion to urge complamts, and the Governor 
treating these with scorn and mockery An early instance or two of 
this mutual disposition to annoy may be mentioned The Emperor, 
havmg glanced through a work on the Campaign -of 1S14, saw soine 
despatches signed ‘ Hudson Lowe,’ and enquued of the Governor, if 
he were the wnter , when, receivmg an answer m the affirmative, he 
obseived, that the accounts were full of misrepresentation and non- 
sense I thought I saw all that,” rephed Sir Hudson, with marked 
nhagnn and confusion On the other hand. Las Cases having com- 
plamed of the want of shade about Longwood, and that there was 
scarcely a tree on the island, the Goyemoi, jeermgly, exclaimed; 
‘‘ Oh > we will plant some ” and remarked, that the prisoner after 
all was not so badly off 

Shortly afterwards, ]\If Brook, the Colomal Secretary, and Majoi 
Goirequer, Sir Hudson’s aide-de-camp, with other official persons, 
went to the various shopkeepers on the island, ordermg them,, in the 
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Governor’s name, not to givo credit to the Frcncii, nor to sell them 
anything 1101088 for ready money They wore also further directed 
to hold no commumcsation whatovor with the cetablishment at Ixmg 
wood, without ^>ecial pcrmiOTon liom the Governor, under pain of 
mitant diemiBsion from the island 3Iany of the officers of the 53rd 
regiment, about the tamo time, received intimation that thmr visits to 
the residence of Count Bertrand at Huts Gate woro displeasmg to 
the Governor and the aoldior on duty had orders to report the 
names of all persons entering thAt house Sentinels were placed on 
duty to prevent the approach of visitors — several of whom, includmg 
some ladies, were, on presenting themselves for admission, turned 
hock by tho guard. The inhabitants of the island, knowing the 
Governor s power, and judging from his conduct that he had no 
lack of mclmatian, to subject them to great inconvemenco and hard 
ship for any infraction of hia wishos, gradually withdrew thcox 
attenUons from the exiles, and left them for Bmusoment, soaety, and 
information, entirely to their own resources The officers of the 
53rd, who had, till thm time, been on good tenni with Bertrand s 
f a mil y now went to take formal leave, sinco bemg required to report 
to Sir Hudson Ijow© or Sir Tho mas Beade the convarsatiozu they 
held With the Prench they declared it unpotaible fbx men of honour 
to yield obedience to the r^uhttions 

The Emperor s health, amce hia rcmoral to Longwood, had been 
perceptibly dechmng, which Ijai Caacs attributed to his altered 
ha bi ts, want of exercise, change of food, and the badness of the 
d im ate The prisoner steadily refused, however, to take mediane, 
m the efficacy of which he had no friih. *^Our bodies,” he said, 
''are machines oigamxed for the purpose of life Leave the hfe 
there at its ease let it take care of itself. It will do better fhnn if 
you paralyse it by loading it with medicines "W^e are like well 
watches, destined to go for a certam time !I3ie •w atc h malrpr 
has no power to open tho moohine, and rg i i only meddle with it at 
random, and with his eyes bandaged For one who, by rackmg it 
wuth his m formed mitrumenlB, succeeds in doing it any good, how 
many blockheads destroy it altogether ” 

At tho end of April, he 'was confined to his room, rather, however 
by low spinti and lassitude any determinate disease Sir 


INTERVIEW. 

Hudson Lowe tad an interview witt him on the last day of the 
month The Emperoi had not dressed for his reception; but 
remained during his stay seated on a couch The tone of the 
prisoner’s nund, at this period, may he gatheied from his conversation 
with the Governor “Toui Mmisters,” he said, ^^have sufficiently 
proved, by their insti notions, that they wish to get nd of me. Why 
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did not the Kings, who proscribed me, openly deciee my death ? One 
act would have been as legal as the other It would be an act of 
loudness to deprive me of life, for here I daily suffer the agomes 
of death The limits of St Helena are too nanow for me, who 
have been accustomed every day to nde ten, fifteen, or twenty 
leagues. The climate is unlike oius; everything is opposed to 
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fcom&rt and happmcs* ” Sir Hndson intimated timt a iroodcn toTUc 
or palace ttb* on ita Tray from England, on tho amnd of winch mneh 
mconvomonce would bo obviated Tho English Groremment, ho 
a^ded, were making every efrort to render tho ntuiition of ^ 
Emperor ondurablo "Then* cfTorts," rophod Knpolcon, "amount 
to htilo I have requested to bo furmshod with the Marmng Chro- 
mde and the Siaittmm, that I may read what rolatea to myself under 
tho least diaagrccahlc forms , but my request has never been comphed 
with. I have asked for books, which are my only consolation, but 
nine months have passed away, and I have received none. I hare 
desired to procure intolhgenco of my wife and son, hut this has 
boon withheld from mo As to tho provisions, furniture, and house 
intended for me — you and I, Sir, ore soldiers, and know how to valuo 
these things You have been m my native mty, perhaps, m the very 
house occupied by my family Though it was not tho worst in 
Corsica, and though I have no reason to bo ashamed of my famBy 
aroumrtancee, yet you know what they were It is tmo, that I 
have occupied a throne and disposed of crowns, but I have not 
forgotten my first condition my couch gnfi camp-bed you see arc 
stiH sufficient for me ” Before talrm^ Tiis leave, tho Go vern or 
urgently pressed the Emperor to receive tho attentions of his phy 
sician but the patient, suspecting some sinister design, declined tho 
offer 

The contmued mdispotition and consequent seclusion, of Napoleon, 
seems to have ongmated a distrust m tho mmd of the Governed, that 
the illness was merely feigned m order to afford fociUties for his 
escape from imprisonment, and, accordingly, he was constantly 
sending messengers to make inquines, and to obtain a glimpse of 
tho prisoner and hinted that he should resort to compulsory measures 
for m a k ing the EmpeT0T*8 person visible doily About the eame 
tune, he told Mr O’Meara that he would have a new f^^tch dug 
round Lougwood in order to prevent the cattle from trespassing ** 
To remove one means of concealment. Sir Hudson caused a tree, 
the branches of which were too expansive *Tifl overhung the old 
ditch around Ijongwood, to be nnmediatoly grubbed up Tho 
Emperor submitted m sflence, but when mfonned of tho Governor 
intention to violate the sanch^ of his chamber, for the purpofo of 
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gaining assurance of Ins piescncc, he cleclaied his dcteimination to 
lesist such an outiage to the last cxticniit}' 

The vexations and the ill-health of Napoleon weie unfoitunately 
inci cased by the quaiTcls vducli took place between two of his 
followers, who even spoke of settling tlicn differences by a duel. 
The Emperor’s conduct on tlie occasion was chai act eristic of Ins 
mmd and heart. '*You followed me,” he said, “with the view of 
cheering niy captivity. Be united then, otherv’isc you gneve and 
vex me. You talk of fighting undci my very eyes. I am no longer 
the object of your attention You forget that the obseiwation of 
foreigners is fixed on you I wish you all to be animated by my 
spirit I wish tliat every indmdual aiound me should be happy, 
and share the few enjoyments that yet remain to us, — even down 
to httle Emanuel [the son of Las Cases] theic, I vush each of you 
to have his due share ” 

On the 6th of hlay, Napoleon sent for O’Meara, deeming it 
necessary, m consequence of the proceedings of the Governor, more 
especially those with respect to changing the medical attendant of 
Longwood, to have an understanding as to the footmg on which 
the doctor was m future to stand m the Imperial household, whether 
he considered himself as the Emperor’s physician, or as a prison 
doctor subservient to the objects of the English Government, and 
whether he had already made reports respectmg his patient, or 
mtended to do so if required^ The xephes of O’Meara were perfectly 
satisfactory He considered his appomtment an entuely professional 
one, unconnected with pohtics no lepoit had been demanded of him, 
nor should he feel disposed to make any, except m case of the 
Emperoi’s serious illness, when it might be necessary to call m 
other professional aid After this hank explanation, the doctor was 
honoured with the entue confidence of lus patient On the same 
day, some Enghsh vessels ainved at St Helena, bnnging the wooden 
palace, of which so much had been said m the British newspapers 
and among the inhabitants and authorities of the colony where it 
was to be set up “It proved,” says Las Cases, “to be nothing 
more than a number of rough planks, which, fiom want of skill in 
the colonial workmen it must have taken several years to construct ” 
The furniture which accompamed the palace was more useful, and 
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TTOODJSW PALAOE. 

5C€ms to hare ohtamed a hotter Trolcomo among the ci3ci and from 
tho Emperor 

On the 11th, Oeneral Bonaparte rocarod an inntaUon to meet 
Lady Jloira at Plantation Horiae, at dinner , but this, being beyond 
the hiQita ^thm -which tho Emperor could ndc without a guard, 
WM construed mto an msult, and Napoleon -would not eren deigu 
to return an cniwor On tho samo day. Sir Hudaon Lowe published 
a proclamation, "forbidding any person on tho island to send to or 
receire letters from Ocneral Bonaparte or his suite, on ptm of bemg 
immediately arrested and dealt with accordingly ” 

Henceforth tho breach between tho Grovemor and his captirea 
was deaded, and the little intcrcourso that took place between them 
acryed but to mcrcase theu mutuol areision. On tho ICth of May, 
the rupture momfeated itself m a -mlent altorcation between the 
Emperor and Sir Hudson. Tho Utter was deorons of knowing what 
should be done -with the matenaU which had amred for the new 
resdesce and yentured to suggest that the additicm of two or three 
good rooms to tho habitatiou at Longwood xmght add to the Exile’s 
conTemmee more than the construction of a new house The Emperor, 
according to his own odmisoon, was -nolcntly imtated at the yery 
sight of ins " gaoler ” "I receiyed Kim, be said to Cases, ** "with 
a stormy countenance, my head mchned, and my ears pnoked up 
TV^e looked funonsly at each other My anger must hayo been 
powerfully exated, for I felt a -yibration in the calf of my left leg 
Tina with me is aiwayi a sure mdicstaon, and I hare not felt it for 
a long tune before I told the Goyernor, "vyith ivowrt tK, that I asked 
hun for nothing , that I would receiTB nothing at iui hands and 
that all I decred was to be left undisturbed I added, that though 
I hod much cause to complom of the Admiral, I neyer KaH reason 
to t hink him wholly deititate of feehng and though I found fault 
■with him, I could olways recejye Jnm in perfect confidence, but that 
during the month Sir Hudson Lerwe has been on the island, I haye 
experienced more causes of imtation than during the six pTOcedmg 
months. Sir Hudson replied, that he did not come to receive a 
hssson ‘ That,” said the Emperor, *ia no proof tbut you do not 
need one Yon tell mo that youx matructions are much more rigid 
than those of the Adnund. Do they direct that I should bo taken 
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off by poison or tbe swoid ^ No act of atiocity on the part of your 
]\Iuiisters would surpiise me If my death be detemuned on, execute 
your oideis I know not bow you will adnumster tbe poison, but 
you bave a leady excuse for tbe swoid. Should you attempt, as you 
have threatened, to violate tbe sanctuary of my abode, I give you 
fair warmng that your soldieis shall effect then entiance only ovei 
my coipse When I beaid of yom aiiival, I congratulated myself 
that I should meet with a General who, having spent much time on 
the Contment, and borne a pait in pubhc affairs, would know how to 
act in a becoming mannei ; but I was grossly deceived.” Heie Sn 
Hudson mterrupted, saying that his conduct, as a soldier, was accord- 
mg to the fashion of his own country, to which his duty was owing, and 
not according to the fashion of foreigners “Yom country, your 
Government, and yourself,” resumed Napoleon, “ wiU be overwhelmed 
with disgrace for your conduct to me A few days ago, you mvited 
me to dmner as General Bonaparte, with the view of lendenng me 
an object of ridicule oi amusement to yom guests I am not Genet al 
Bonaparte to you If Lady Mona had been within my boundaries, 
I should undoubtedly have visited her, because I do not stand on 
strict etiquette with a woman, but as I am not a piisonei of war, 
I cannot submit to regulations implying that I am so I am placed 
m yom power only by the most horrible breach of confidence ” 
Respectmg the wooden house, the Emperor, findmg that he was 
not to be at hberty to have it erected on what spot he might 
select, referred the matter to Beitiand — an arrangement to which 
the Governor, howevei, declined to accede, statmg that he found it 
more satisfactory to address Napoleon himself Dmmg the conver- 
sation, the Emperor more than once declared that he beheved Sir 
Hudson had received orders to kill him, a suspicion originated, 
perhaps, by the piessmg entreaties of the Governor to have a 
medical officer of his appomtmg substituted for O’Meara The 
violent excitement produced by this scene, in which the Emperor 
subsequently admitted that he had been out of hmnom and to- 
blame, and for which he said nothmg but his situation as a prisoner 
could have afforded an excuse, contributed to render his decaying 
health considerably woise. It may be worth mentionmg, in illus- 
tration of the character of General Lowe, that five days after the 
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mtcmew obore recorded, he thought at uot derogatory to hi$ digwty 
to go in perton to Longwood, for the purpose of Bmrmg a domestic 
u-ho, haring recently quitted the semeo of Deputy goremor Skelton, 
had, -without pcnnuaion, engaged m that of Count ilontholon, and 
that, on the following day, a fow iaSoTB from the NcfTihumhcrland, 
who had been allowed to olEmto a« serront* to the persons composing 
Napoleon s suite, were removed to make room for a lake numhear of 
soldiers, the Governor affirming that the Admiral wanted the men, 
and the Admiral, when applied to on the subject, stating that the 
men might rcmam if the Goremor -would permit them. 

Towards the end of May Napoleon s health was shghtly improred, 
and ho began to resume his abort ndcs on horseback. Ho -was 
sdtended cm these occasions by hia officers, and appeared m his 
anaent uniform, the tunpUaty of which had distinguished hnn when 
in the height of hia power and splendour from the plumed and 
embroidered Kings, Prmccs, Marshals, and hlimsters who attended 
his steps, and deemed themselTCs happy to obtain from him on 
apptuvmg Bm3e, or a nod of recognition On the 28lh, m the course 
of his Tide, ho passed, for the first tune, m front of the Knghsh camp 


VEXATIONS 


The soldiers, numbeis of Tvliom had not pieviously caught a glimpse 
of his person, instantly quitted then respective occupations, and 
formed in hue along Ins path. Napoleon was pleased with this 
testimony of respect, and exclaimed to his attendants, “"V^Tiat Euro- 
pean soldier would not he moved at my approach'” Lest the 
sentiments of the men, liowever, should he misinterpreted, or he 
himself should he accused of wishmg to excite imdue sympathy, 
he caiefolly avoided the same route for the futuie; so cautious was 
he of mvolving others m the vexatious proceedmgs to which himself 
was subjected. 

But it would be useless to dwell in detail on the few and scarcely 
varymg incidents which marked the life of the Emperoi Many of 
them may safely be brought together without injury to then effect, or 
bemg liable to the charge of exaggeration. Sir Hudson Lowe, after 
bemg made to feel that his superioiity, except inasmuch as he had 
been invested with power, was not admitted, seems to have taken 
every petty advantage of his situation to make his prisoner feel that 
he was the agent not merely of the conquenng but die vindictive 
Sovereigns of Europe. 

A letter came, m the end of May, ftom the Mothei of the Empeioi , 
it was handed open, without comment oi apology, to Count Bertiand 
— thus proving that an ungracious duty imght be rendered stdl more 
offensive by the mode of its execution Othei letters, addressed by 
the post to Napoleon and his followers, notwithstanding their bemg 
forwarded without seals, weie detained, and sent back to Europe, 
because they were not addressed officially to the Governor , the sole 
end of this arbitrary act being to prevent the exiles gairung intelh- 
gence of then ftaends and fainihes «• He lefosed to communicate even 
the names of the writers; but left the parties m suspense till the 
correspondence was letuined, through the Secretary of State’s office, 
ftom London 'Nay, so rigorous was'he respectmg letters, that one 
from the Countess Bertiand,' to some person in James’ Town, on 
tnflmg busmess of the moment, was seized and sent back, with an 
official note, intimatmg that, for the future, not only all written, but 
all verbal communications between the captives and the mhabitants 
would be prohibited without special permission from Plantation 
House 
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ACT or PABLIAMEKT 

In Jxmo, the Neiccattle ahip-of war bronght the act of parliament 
by Trbicb the treaty for tho detention of Napoleon vos Icgalucd, and 
all offences committed against bis person, up to tho date of passing tho 
law, were exempted from punishmcnL Tho necessity for this statute 
snffiaently explains tho question of right upon which tho Emperor 
was originally transported At tho second reading of this net of 
expediency, m the Honso of Peers, Ixird Holland! braving the 
obloquy which was then indturtnonsly cast upon all who dared to 
lympathuo with or demand jusbeo for tho old enemy of England, 
entered a manly and vigorous protest against its provisions , and, 
at Its third reading, the Hnkc of Sussex followed that noble lord s 
example. The act was escorted by three Commissioners, to super 
intend its due execution These were, Baron Sturmcr, as repre- 
sentatrvo of Anatna Count Balmainc, for Knsaia and tho ilarqms 
de Montchenn, for Loms XV lU The utter failure of tho mission 
of these gentlemen subsequently rendered them extremely ndicu 
Ions One of their objects was from day to day, to assure themselves 
of Napoleon s presence and, in consequence of their refusal to be 
introduced os private individuals, and the Emperor t detonmnation 
not to admit them officially they never obtained a sight of biin during 
their residence on the island and were consequently useless to their 
governments, and mngnificant in flic eyes of the world. "With the 
Newcastle there omred also, a quantity of books and newspapers 
which the exiles had long and anxiously expected 

Shortly after the arrival of the act of paibament. Sir Hudson Ixrwe 
made another call at Longwood, to state that his Government desired 
a diminution of the expenses of Napoleon i household It had been 
expected, bo said, that the permission given to the Erench domestia 
to return to Europe, would have dinunished the Emperor i arclo, and 
placed his establishment upon a proper footing as it hstl never been 
mtended to allow him more than a table for four persons daily and 
for company to dme once a week. At the same hmo, the Governor 
mtunated, that those of the Emperor e suite who had private property 
might avail themselves of it, and draw bills for the cost of their 
own maintenance His economy earned tmn the length, mdeed, of 
offenng to soli articles of clothing firom the stores sent for tho use of 
Napoleon, when these were refused as gifts. 


CHILDREN. 


Tlie Emperor, in consequence of tlic constant annoyances to wliicli 
lie "was now subjected, whenever lie went abroad, seldom stirred fiom 
the house and gardens of Longu^ood. Ebis chief amusements wcie 
reading and conversation — his grai or occupations dictating his cam- 
paigns and memous He took much pleasure, howo^er, in talking 
vnth the children of his follou ers — young Las Cases, Tristan ]\Ion- 
tholon, and, when they could obtam permission to nsit him, tlie 
daughters of hli. Balcombc, his host at Briars Tristan hlontliolon 
vas between seven and eight ycais old; and Napoleon used to make 
Inm lecite fables, which he had learned by rote, without imdei- 
standing tlieir meanmg — endeavouring wliilc he did so to explain 
their object In his comment upon the ^ I^^olf and the Lamb,’ he 
said that the fable was defective in prmciple and moral . “ the wolf 
ought to have been strangled in devouring the lamb ” Tnstan, when 
questioned, confessed tliat he was sometimes idle at his studies. 
“ But you eat every day’” said the Emperor. “ Yes, Sire ” — “ Then 
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you should irork daily no ouo ought to cat who does not work,” 
"Oh, well! in that caw I will work orcry day" — " Sach i* the 
mflueuce of the bellv,” exclaimed Najpolcon, tapping that of the child 
to whom he wa» BpenkiDg " it i» hunger that keeps the world 
xaoYing *’ 

Sir Hudson Ixnrc, not haying fccn the Emperor at his last yuat, 
called again on the I7th of July, and had an interview of two hours' 
duration, but, like all his former calls, this produced nothing hnt 
increased irritation The Emperor plainly told his gaoler, that he 
was believed to bo copable of anything, and that he attributed it 
as a worse act to the Bntuh Ministers to havo given Su: Hudson 
the command of St, Helena than the sending of their victim thither 
as a prisoner “ You are a greater calamity," said the Exile, "than 
ail the wretchedness of this hombl© rock." With respect to tho 
Ckrtnmiasioneri, Napoleon stiii steadily refused to receive them os 
pohucal personages allegmg that ho could not do so consistently 
with his own character or tho position he had hold. " Is it possible,' 
he said, ^ that the Emperor of Austria, whose daughter I mamed 
on hia own entreaty who retains my wife and son, should expect me 
to xeceiTO his Comnuasioncr without a line for myself without the 
smaHeat scrap of information conccming my son s health T Be assured 
that in ctgectmg to tho title of Gemend, I do so merely because it 
would be an acknowledgment that I have not been Emperor, and 
m this respect, I advocate tho honour of others more than my own — 
of those with whom m that rank I hare been connected by treaties, 
by family, and political aliiaccea 

WTien uiged to come to some deemon concemmg the new palace, 
he said, " It is so much money thrown mto tho sea, I would much 
rather they had sent me four or five hundred volumos of books tban 
all their formture and house* He completion of the bmldmgs 
would rcipure some years, and before that tunc I shall be no 
more " 

On the 25th, letters were reemved firom the Emperor’s mother, from 
the Enneesa Pauline, and from Pnnee Lumen, with several French 
and English nowspapere, which armounced the death of the Empress 
of Austria, the acquittal of General Cambrone, and tho condemnation 
of General Bertrand, Admiral Sir Poltenoy Malcolm, who now com 
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mauded on the station, took a kind interest in supplying siniilai 
sources of recreation Avlienevei he had an opportunity, and his good 
nature and gentlemanly freedom from arrogance and prejudice, won 
for Inm the favourable regard and confidence of Napoleon, which in 
itself was sufficient to prove that a little generous consul eiation alone 
was necessary to mduce the Emperor to look upon the instruments of 
his pcisecution as instruments only, and not as his voluntaiy toi- 
mentois. It was soon afterwards asceitained, that, with the last 
arrivals, a hook had been brought out, inscribed m lettcis of gold on 
the outside, To Napolton the Great.” This was hli. (now 
Su John) Hobhouse’s * Letters on the Hrmdied Days,’ winch was 
detamed, partly on account of its address, and partly because it was 
said to contam remarks injurious to the character of Lord Castleieagh 
I\Iany numbers of the Morning Chronicle, several of the Edinbuigh 
Revieio, and other books and pamplilets, were, from time to time, 
abstracted from the parcels sent out, because their language was not 
always confonnable to Sir Hudson Lowe’s notion of hteiary propriety. 

The very domestics of the Imperial household were disgusted -fnth 
the nanow-rmnded and vulgar tyranny to which they, m common 
with then superiors, wore subjected, and Santini, one of the valets, 
a Corsican by bnth, and a man of wami feelmgs and imagmation, 
even determmed to take summary vengeance for the indignities heaped 
on his beloved master He had for some time watched the declining 
health of the Emperor with sohcitude, and had giorvn moody and 
melancholy with reflectmg on the means of remedying the evils he 
was compelled to witness At last, as he was observed to do nothmg 
in the house, but to employ himself with a gun in the neighbourhood, 
nndei pretence of seeking game for the Emperor’s table, he was 
senonsly questioned as to his intentions by his countryman Cipiiani, 
the mcdtre-dlidtel, when he confessed that he had formed a project to 
shoot Su Hudson Lowe, whom he designated as a monster, and then 
to kill himself Cipiiam, knowing the valet’s character, caused a 
communication to be made to the Emperor, who was himself com- 
pelled to exert all his authority, and much persuasion, to procure a 
promise, that all thoughts of assassmation should be laid aside 

Observe, for a moment,” said Napoleon, " the fatal consequences of 
your project I should have been stigmatized as the murderer, the 
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a«assm of tbo Goyornor, aa3 it iroald hare been diiScnlt witb most 
people to coTidjcatc such an imprcsnon ” The English Toncs^ then 
and since, were in the habit of treating the complaints of the captircs 
of St Helena as cmanntiDg from pnerilo and captions feehugs there 
most hare been some stroager mdacement for one, m the aitnahon of 
Santmi, to nsk hu lifo and reputation merely to bo avenged on an 
individufll, ■mthout a hope thereby of putting an end to the mere 
impmonment of the man he unshed to servo 

On the 28th of August, tho Governor had a final mt cr v i o w ^th the 
Emperor on the subject of tho expenses of his household. This vras 
m the presence of Sir Poltcncy hfolcolin Napoleon srotild hare 
avoided the scene , but, being in tho garden irhcn Sur Hudson vras 
announced, he voa in a manner compclied to rcccrvo him Tho con 
versation that ensued soon assumed a violent tone Tho Emperor 
told his visitor, that tho details into vphich ho destred to cuter •were 
painfol to hun They axe mean,” ho Kud. " You might place mo 
on the bumicg p3e of Montcarama, -without extracting from me gold, 
wjil&h I do not poaseo Besides, trfio asks you for anything T Who 
entreats you to feed me 7 When you discontmu© your supply of 
provjiacms, the bravo •oldieara -whom you sec thex©,”— pointing to tho 
camp of the 53rd — ’ -win rehovo my nccesntieB. I ehall ploco myself 
at their table and they 1 Bm confident, will not dnvo away tho 
first, the oldest soldier of Europe ” The Admiral endeavoured to 
excuse tho Governor, and render fevourablo cxplanationB of his 
conduct " The Ikulte of if Ix>we,'' replied Napoleon, *' proceed 
from his habits of life. He has never had the command of any but 
foreign deaerten Piedmontese, Conneans, Sialians— aS renegadoes 
and traitors to their country, the dregs and scum of Europe I 
know the name of every English, general who has distinguished 
himself but I never heard of him except as a terttano to Blucher 
If ho had commanded Englishmen and were on© himself, he would 
shew respect to those who liavo a nght to ho honoured,” Tho 
Emperor added that he was treated VTirse than a condemned cmninal 
or galley slave, as they were permitted to receive printed hooka and 
newspapers Sir Hudson contended, that he was justified in detaining 
things sent to The Emperor " And who,” answered the latter, " gave 
you the right to dispute that title 7 In a few years. Lord Costlereagh, 
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Lord Bathurst, and you who speak to me, will he buried in the dust 
of ohhvion , or if youi names he remembered, it will only be for the 
indigmties with which you have treated me, while the Emperoi 
Napoleon will remain for evei, the subject and ornament of history 
and the star of civilhed nations. You have, undoubtedly, powei over 
my body, but none over my mind; that is as fiee, as lofty and 
independent as when I was at the head of amues, or on my throne 
disposing of kmgdoms. Foi you — you aie a sbtrio Sicihano, and not 
an Englishman. Do not present yomself before me again, imtil you 
come with orders to despatch me, and then every dooi shall be opened 
to admit you.” This was certamly unbecoimng violence, and such 
as nothing ought to have tempted Napoleon to use He afteiwaids, 
indeed, reproached himself with it; and directed that Sn Hudson 
should not be again permitted to intrude upon his privacy. “ It 
would have been moie worthy of me,” he said, “ moie consistent 
and more dignified, to have mamtamed perfect composure, but this 
Governor makes me fly into a passion, and expiessions escape me 
which would have been unpardonable at the Tuilenes If they aie 
excusable even here, it is because I am powerless.” Sn Hudson 
Lowe avenged himself, by declaiing that “ he consideied Ah Pacha 
a more respectable scoundiel than General Bonaparte ” 

About this time, as if to remmd Sir Hudson that, whatcvei might 
be his opimon and that of his employers, the Emperoi was not 
regarded as an outcast by all mteUigent, high-mmded, and even 
patriotic British subjects, a present of some books, and a newly 
invented machme for making ice, with various other articles, ainved 
on the island from Lord and Lady Holland, whose respect foi the 
prisoner was derived from personal knowledge of the excellent 
quahties of his heart and mmd, enhanced, probably, by the esteem 
in which he had been held by then illustnous relative, Charles 
James Pox. They had ongmally been mtroduced to Napoleon when 
Eirst Consul, and, at that time, had received from him abundant 
proofe of kmdness and attention. During the Penmsular War, they 
were agam honoured with the most distinguished testimony of his 
regard ' Havmg heard that his jDoidship and family were travelhng, 
for the health of one of their children, in Spam, the Emperor gave 
orders to his marshals and generals on no account to molest oi 
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make them prisoners, but, in case they should fell into the hands 
of the French, to conduct them in safety whereaoerer they might 
deaire The knot7ledge of this — confirmed subsequently by Marshals 
Soult and Suchet — naturally begat a feeling of gratitude, which, when 
its ol^ect was oyerwholmed by misfortunes, grew mto lively and 
endurmg sympathy This had been already evmced on several 
occasions — first wben the Emperor was at Elba, when Lady Holland, 
who happened to he at Florence, having learned that he experienced 
some difficulty m procuring F.n gliwh newspapers, immediately sent 
him her own set secondly by her Ladyship waiting on Sir Hudson 
Lowe, when appomtod to the government of St. Helena, and desiring 
as a personal favour that every mdnlgence consistent with his duty 
should be extended to the Captivo committed to his charge and, 
thirdly, by Lord Holland s earnest endeavours, at the tone of passing 
the Act for legalixing Napoleon • detention, to procure a dispassionate 
consideration of hia case m the Home of Peers It is gratifying to 
know that the acUve commiseration and benevolemt real of these noble 
personages were not without beneficial results both in restraining 
the stem hand of power and m alleviating the suffeiingB and cheering 
the desolate gloom of him for whose sake they were exerted- As to 
the value attached to the acts of kmdnets referred to, the Emperor • 
own evidence is conclusive Speaking of the contingent powdbihty 
of his restoration to the throne of France, he said, “ I can fency Lord 
Holland as Prime Minister of England, writing to Tne at Pans If 
you do such a thing I ahaTl be turned * These words would H-rreat 
my career more effectually than anmes " 

On the 33rd of August, an official protest against the treaty of the 
2nd of August, 1815, and the Act of Parliament founded thereupon 
and also a recapitulation of the many gnevances inflicted on the 
exiles, was addressed by Connt Montholon m the name of the 
Emperor to Sir Hudson Lowe This document, for precision, elo 
quent reasoning energy, and dignity of style, added to the importance 
of its various details is one of the meet remarkable State Papers 
of the age It would be materially injured, however, by being 
given m a mutilated state and want of space precludes its entire 
insertion here. 

Sir Hudson I-owe still continued at mtervals to cavil with tho 
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Empeior’s attendants concemmg tlie expenses of maintaming tlie 
Imperial estabkslinientj complaming sometimes of the quantity of 
■wme consumed^ and at others of the number of pounds of meat^ of 
sugar, of coffee, and even of bread. He proposed that twelve thou- 
sand pounds per annum, a sum scarcely equal at St Helena to half the 
same amount m Pans, should be allowed by'' the British Government, 
and what more nught be necessary to be furnished by the prisoner 
himself— the whole passing thiough the hands of the Governor, and 
bemg placed at his disposal *^He baigamed,” says Las Cases, “for 
our very existence,” and threatened, if his terms were not acceded 
to, to subject the exiles to great retrenchments. When these parti- 
culars were mentioned to Napoleon, he merely observed, that “Su 
Hudson might do as he pleased, but that he (the Emperor) desued 
not to be troubled with the business ” The Governor, accordingly, 
began his menaced reductions on the 7th of September, by with- 
awing from Longwood eight Enghsh domestics, and the supphes 
henceforth dehvered were so scanty, that the attendants were com- 
pelled to purchase many necessanes for their own as well as. the 

ozToTr r feom absolute necessity 
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receive the Governor’s permisnon to vmt him, nmtt not coTrantmicate 
TTith any mdividnal of hia Bnito, nnlcsa a pormiasion to that effect he 
specially expressed-” The enforcing of this roguhUicni must, by 
excluding the Emperor’s foUoTvers when strangers vintcd him, have 
reduced him to the necessity of opening the doors hunself, and if 
hiH guests were unable to speak French, no conversation could have 
ensued, as Napoleon did not understand English- 

The Emperor desired his finends rather to qmt hrm, and re turn 
to Europe, than voluntarily submit to the nevr vexations imposed on 
them. "I SCO,” ho said, "that it is detenmnod to remove you m 
detail I would rather see you removed altogether than subjected 
to msults which are daily multiplied- This, howev e r, was felt to 
be too great a saendee and all parties agreed to sign the required 
declarations, merely substituting the w ord s " Emperor Napoleon ” for 
" General Bonaparte ** But on this pomt, Sir Hudson Lowe was 
inflexible To have permitted the till© of Emperor to be used, 
would, as the Governor s apologuts assert, have been to acknowledge 
that Sir Hudson had a superior at St. Helens, Ho insisted, therefore, 
on the retention of the obnoxious words, hoping, perhaps, that the 
Emperor s commands not to egn would be obeyed and that Napoleon 
would be left in his hands alone Hia pertmaaty however sue 
ceeded m humbling his opponents After considerable discnacaa 
the declarations, as ongmally dictated, were signed by all the exiles 
except Santmi, who m consequence of his obetmate refusal, was 
shortly afterwards sent to the Cap© of Good Hop© It should be 
remembered thflt, seven or eight mondis prevumsly to this, Napoleon, 
m order to obnate the difficnlties which were constantly anamg from 
his retention of the Imperial Utle, had offered to take the name of 
Mmron or Huroc ahd thflt Admiral Cockhum had written to the 
Engliwh Grovemment for mstmctiona on the sulgeot, but no answer 
had ever been returned- He now agam made the same offer but 
no notice was taken of it In reference, however to the devotion his 
followers had manifested in mgmiig the declam tions he said, with 
evident satisfacticm, * They would have designated me Bonaparte 
the Tyrant, in order to remain with me in my misery rather than 
be compelled to return without me to Europe, where they might 
bye m splendour He bpd provioualy said that he could have no 
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personal objection to the title of General Bonaparte, •whicli he had 
rendered eminently glorious at Lodi, at Castighone, at Bivolr, at 
Areola, at Leoben, at the Pyramids, and at Abouldi ; but as the 
right of the Erench people to choose their SoYeieign was in question, 
he could not betray them by yielding. 

Count Las Gases had been one of the strongest opponents of the 
restrictions of Sir Hudson ; and, as it was known that he was in the 
habit of recording all that occuiied relative to the treatment of 
the Emperor, the Governor enteilamed a violent prejudice against 
him,^ and seems to have long sought occasion to remove him Lorn 
the island He was charged with constantly declaiming against ihe 
Government and the oppression of the exiles, with spealdng to 
strangers who visited Longwood, in a way to excite a favourable 
mterest for the Empeior, and with endeavomnig to establish means of 
transmittmg clandestine correspondence to Europe. These allegations, 
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hXt ““t .ervant Sir 

Smei rT’ “ 1816. e^ressed some doubte as to tbe 

popnoty of a natrve of tbe island holding a sitaalaon at Longwood • 

o“L?:r:fa~rr^ ^ ^cmovedtheTa- 

receive any substitute bnTl n ^ 

Ho subonTed the midal 

coToi of night, r “ '“'1- 

to London, mthout the kno 1 j letters for his old master 

The lad, who reprlitl ^11 ^ 

genfleman about to letum t„ t. 'ogeged as servant by a 

a letter for Pnnee Lucien dew'’’^^’ tasted, and 

the captives, and another’ to fi * miedries endmed by 

were sewn up m his doth^s “ England, written on satin, 

on the 25th, a troop of soldier, • T r” November, 

possession of his papers and effe ir!!f*! nnfortanate Count, took 



REMOVAL or TAB OA8BB 


more botch montha* unpruomnent, ho pcnmttcd to rctnrn to 
Europe but not ollowcd to land m England, until after tho doaih of 
Napoleon. Tbo papora of tho Count ‘U’crc tmnflnnttcd crontmillv 
to England, and detained by tho Colonial olEco for Borcral years It 
was only on tho interference of Lord Ilolland, indeed that their 
return ■mis finally obtained and to that nobleman, therefore, the 
■Nvorld, in this os in other instances, is indebted for tho rcrclations 
concerning tho prison house of St Hclono- 
It 18 unnoccasary to do more than suggest the GoTcmor s moUves 
for tho removal of Las Coses. Ho know that gontlomai^ to be 
eminent ns a literary man — the author of ‘ Lo Sage s Atlas — through 
out Europe, and that ho boro a high character for probity and honour 
hiB representations, thoroforo, were certain to have weight both with 
tho present generation and posterity — and that even Sir Hudson 
Lowe had a dismclmotion for posthumous infamy, was evinced by 
hia exclamation, while looking over tho manuscript of his victims 
Journals, "What a legacy is boro prepared for ray children I In 
oluadotian of thu subject, it may bo farther menboned, that Sir 
Hudson had stated to Mr O’Meara th^t his appomtmemt had another 
object besides the security of Napoleon s person— an object, which 
his confidant at a later period, in an official letter to the Board of 
Admircdty, thus mterpreted — He made to mo observations -upon 
tho benefit which would result to Europe fi*om the death of NafKdeon 
Bonaparte, of which orent he spoke m a manner which, considering 
hii situation and mine was peculiarly distressing to mo ” This 
insinuatiOD, although made to a surgeon whose fortune the Governor 
had power to advance or to u^juie ought not, perhaps, to be eJmstrued" 
into a criminal ovorture but, by shewing tho tendency of Six 
Hudson’s thoughts it explains much of the nervous imtabihty which 
he manifested at tho long resistance offered bv the Emperor s con 
stitution to tho clnnote and the muldfanous vexations to which he 
was exposed- The Governor there is httlo doubt, found his post 
as fall of difficulty and unpleasantness os it was devoid of honour 
and ho was anxious to bo released firom its responsibdities That 
ho would, however, have perpetrated what he concerred to bo a 
crime for that purpose, there is no good groxmd for beheying 
Tho removal of Las Cases ficom St. Helena has been generally 
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regiettea as_^ to tee recorded Ws 

honoured imparto%. and most nntroarred 
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his campaigns in Italy, and to him we chiefly owe oni knowledge 
of the memorahle facts connected with the Empeioi’s early career. 
Gonrgand, Montholon, and Bertrand, appear to have had no natural 
taste for hteiature, and to have occupied themselves with such 
pursuits merely in obedience to orders, hence we obtain firom 
them httle information beyond what was dictated expressly for 
pubhcation The value which Napoleon attached to the services 
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of the good Count, ifl best Gxprc»cd in the language of hia own 
farewell letter 

“ Your company was ncccBaary to mo,” ho said Ton are the 
only one that can read, apeak, and understand Engliglu How many 
rughU have you watched over mo during my fllncsscs I It will be a 
groat Bource of consolation to mo to know that you are on your way to 
more fevoured chmesa. Endeavour to forget tho evila you have been 
made to suffer, and boast of the fidehty you have shewn towards me, 
and of dH the affection I feel for you If you should some day see 
my wife and son, embrace them for mo For the last two years, I 
have had tlo nows from them directly nor indirectly In the mean 
time he comforted, and console my friends. My person, it is true, 
18 exposed to the hatred of my enemies who omit nothing that can 
contribute to gratify their vengeance, and to make me suffer the 
protracted tortures of a slow death, but Providence is too just to 
allow these sufferings to last much longer Tho msalubnty of this 
dreadful climate, and the want of overything that tends to support 
life, will soon, I feel, put an end to my cnstence — the last 
moments of which will bo an opprobnum to the English name. 
Receive my embrace, and the assurance of my friendship May you 
be tappy 1 
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CHAPTER 

HA-BITS OF NArOLiCON AT LONCWOOD PAUl>IAMrNTAll\ nUBATTR CON- 

CERNING HIS TREATMENT — REMOVAL OF 1)U O’MEAUA AUUI\AL OF 

ANTOMMARCHI AND OTHERS lELNEBS AND DEATH OV THE EMPEROR 

1817 — 1821 


RIEVOUSLY as he must hayc felt the pri- 
yations and insults to ■which he "w^as constantly 
subjected, Napoleon’s mmd and temper seem, 
in his mteicoiuse "With the vaiious peisons 
composing his household, and "with many 
Enghshmen of rank and talent, hy "whom 
he was -visited during his captivity, never to 
have been affected by his situation All 
agiee m repiesentmg him as embued -with 
a spirit of patience and kindness, as bemg animated in conveisation, 
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at once cominmiicatiTO and mqraotiTO , of dignified demeanour, and 
far from onuoui to obtrudo bis •orrows or nynnes on others. Captain 
Basil Hall thus sums up bis obsoirations, upon an audience granted 
bim by Napoleon, on the I3tb of August, 1817 — “ It is impossible 
to imagino on expr ession of moro entire benigni^ and Tnndnoes than 
that ubicb played oyer bis features during the whole interview If, 
tberefbre, be wore at this time out of benltb, and in low spirits, bia 
power of solf-command must bavo been more extraordinary than is 
generally supposed , for bis wbolo deportment, bis conversation, and 
the expression of bis countenance radicated a frame in perfect health 
and a mind at ease 7et at tbia time bo was labouring under acuta 
bodily suffermg, fre^juently confined for days to bis couch with fever, 
swollen legs, tootb<acbe, and incessant naniea of the stonmeb. Lord 
Byron has bestowed a well merited oulogium on the generafiy lofiy 
bearmg of the Emperor during bis adversity — 

— 'Well tbj Mml hath brool^ tbe tanuDg title 
'With tb&t ontaaght, innate philosophy 
'Which, be h wUdenn, coldnea or deep pride 
Is giU and TTOctntfood to an eneonj 
'When the whole hoet of hatred stood hard by 
lo watch and mock thee thnnldng thon hut smiled 
'Whh a sedate, and aD-eodimng eye ; — 

When Fortone ded her spoQed and farotinte rirlld, 

He stood nobowed beneath the HIs upon him piled.** 

His domestic habits are best doeenbed m the words in which be 
himself related them for the professional information of bis medical 
attendant — The hours at which I obey the injunctions of nature 
are extremely irregular I sleep, I eat, according to orcumstancei or 
the situation in which I am placed My sleep is ordinarily sound and 
tranquil but if pain or accident mteampt it, I leap on the floor call 
for a bgbt, walk set to work and fix my attention on some olgect 
Sometanee I remain in the dark, change my apartment, be down on 
another bed, or stretch mysdf on the sofa, I am up at two, three, or 
four m the TnnmTng mil some one to keep me company amuse 
nw®®lf 'Vfitb recollections or business, and wait for the return of day 
As soon as it appears I stroll out and when the sun shews itself I 
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return to bed, where I remain a longer or shorter time according to 
the weather If that rs bad, I change my posture, pass horn 
bed to my sofa, from the sofa to bed, seek and find a degree of 
freshness, and am the better for rt These mgenrous contnvances 
carry me on trd nme or ten o’clock, sometimes later I then breakfast 
sometimes m my bath, but more frequently m the garden. Bertrand, 
Montholon, or Gourgaud keep me company (being usually employed 
m writmg, to dictation, the Imperial campaigns) My dinner consists 
of a basm of soup, two plates of meat, one of vegetables, and a salad 
when I can take it, with half a bottle of claret, diluted with a good 
deal of water I drank a httle of it pure, towards the end of the 
repast. Occasionally, when I feel fatigued, I substitute champagne 
for claret, which is a certain means of givmg a filhp to my stomach. 

I eat fast, and masticate httle.” 

Reports of the declining health of the Emperor had aheady been 
circulated m Europe, and there were some nimours afloat concerning 
the conduct of Sir Hudson Lowe , but the Government suffered 
nothing to transpire lespectmg the real state of health or treatment 
of the prisoner, — ^merely giving out from time to time that he was 
well Santim, Napoleon’s valet, reached home in the beginning of 
1817, and shortly afterwards published a pamphlet detailing many 
facts connected with the situation of the exiles , but unfortunately so 
6^^gciated, and so blended with fiction, as to be calculated rather 
I to mjuie than serve the cause of his master. One great service, 
however, had been weh and faithfully performed by Santmi. He 
had, on his departure from Longwood, been entrusted with the 
official remonstrance of Napoleon, before alluded to, as sent by 
Count Montholon to the Governor This document seems to have 
greatly troubled Sir Hudson Lowe, and there is httle doubt that, 
had it rested with him and the British Ministry, it would have been 
effectually suppressed, but Santim’s copy, and probably others, had 
cue vigilance, and havmg been communicated to the Emperor’s 
an y and others, gave occasion to a motion for luqmiy rn the House 

March introduced the subject on the 18th of 

arch 1817, and eloquently appealed to the Legislature to limit 

of the r"''' f uupnsoament to the afleged necessity 

of the COSO, and not to, add harsh treatment to a confinement suffi 
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acntly bcstoto m itself Hjb lordship spoke of the rmhoaltliy situation 
of Longwood , of tho restrictions placed upon tho excrciso of the 
Emperor of tho interdiction of his letters, even to his ^nfe, hu 
child, and hia dcniesl rolotivct , tho detention of books sent out to 
him the refusal to allow him to subscribe for newspapers and 
journals the inadequacy of tho sum allowed for his maintenance, 
and tho wont of generosity, if not of justico, m malong him contribute 
to tho charges of his own mamtenonco Lord Bathurst, tho Colonial 
Secretary, dexterously availed himself of the misrepresentatioiiB of 
Sontmi, m order to discredit tho information upon which Lord 
Holland had grounded his motion, and by dasprovmg m detail 
many of tho falsehoods which had been published and confounding 
them with statements which were imdcniahlo, had tho appearance 
of answering tho whole Ho carcfnlly abstained, however, fiem 
touching upon the broad pnnaplo,— that the Government was not 
jnu tafiab le m imposing any punishment or restncUon upon the 
Emperor beyond what was absolutely necessary for his detention it 
having been, at the time of passing the St Helena Aot, expressly 
stipulated by tho Ministry, in order to disarm their opponents, that 
Napoleon’s impnsonmont should cease as soon as the peace of France 
and of Europe would permit I^ord Bathurst expended comndorable 
humour — if epigrammatic flippanty^ could, under the arcumstancee 
be fairly called humour — in endeayouring to rebut the allegationB 
of needless hanhneaa, espeaaUy with respect to the provisions of 
Longwood, which had gone abroad but he omitted to state that 
while eighteen pence a pound was paid for beef served at the 
Governor i table, that purchased for the consumption of Napoleon 
cost but three-pence, and bemg nsually carted from James Town 
in the sun, was often pufcnd before it reached its destmation that 
mutton, bread, and wme were supphed by contract, at tho lowest 
prices and consequeritly of the worst quality, and that Sir Hudson 
Lowe complained even of the quantity of salt used and disputed 
the Emperor’s right to a frequent change of linen on account of 
the formidable amount of his washing hills. The Mmisters however 
were, for the time tmrmphant* The Peers chiefly Tones and of 
Tory creation rejected all inquiry and Sir Hudson Ijowe obtained 
a respite But the nature of Xoid Bathurst’s speech was such 
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tliat Oie Govcmor of St. Helena Inm-^clf ^va5 a<^ltnmc(l of it : nnd n hm 
tlie ne^vspapeis containing it reached the inland, Ite nought to cajole 
those who pointed out its misrepresentations hy attributing these to 
lepoiters’ errois. O'Meara, when sent for to explain poitions of the 
harangue to the Emperor, confessed, that “ foi the first time in his 

life, he felt ashamed of being a Briton.” 

Erom this time, Napoleon’s health and spints •'anlc rapldl) . *1 lie 

unhealthy atmosphere which he was compelled to breathe, and his 
want of exercise, preyed on and prostrated his hodiU \igour, ^^hilc 
the failure of the appeal in his behalf; the additional in<;olonce and 
importance which that failure conferred upon his gaoler j the nb'icncc 
of Las Cases; and the prospect of ending his days on the inhc^pitablc 
rock to which he was chained, were not without their cfTccl upon liis 
mmd. He Imgcrcd on, however, to drain his cup of nfiliclion to 
the diegs — to he tortured, mocked, and vilified hy “ the most gcnci ous 
of his enemies,” and he held up as the tcrroi of Europe. 

A brief detail will sutEcc for the remaining incidents connected 
with his life Sir Hudson Lowe, after a vain attempt to tamper n ith 
O’Meara, and to mduce him to act as a spy upon the inmates of 
Longwood, thought it necessary to put that gentleman, though n 
British officer, under the same regulations as the exiles, and to forbid 
his quittmg the prison limits without penmssion. He went so fni 
as to direct the officeis of the 6Gth icgimcnt, which had replaced the 
53rd, to exclude the doctor from their mcss-lahlc ; and ■\\hcn O’Meara 
remonstiated, the Governor treated liiin inth the foulest abuse, and 
oideied him to be turned out of Plantation House Pinally, finding 
that his opponent could neither he wheedled nor bullied into com- 
phance with his wishes, he procured an order horn Lord Bathurst 
to send the rehactory surgeon horn the island. This was in the 
summer of 1818. Su Hudson, when sending the official notice 
to O Meara, prohibited all furthei communication with the inhabitants 
of Longwood, but this the doctor determined, at all lisks, to dis- 
obey, his Illustrious patient’s health being such as to requne that 
a regimen should be piescnbed foi him, and, in the absence of 
a surgeon, at a quantity of medicmes should he prepaied. He 
acoordmgly Wted on the Empetor. and comntumcated the notv 
vexation. The crime,” said the latter, « will be the 


sooner con- 


- hemoval of o’MEAnA"' “ 

fiunmntod I have lived too long for them "When tho Popo vras 
in Pranco, 1, Trould sooner have cut olF my nght-hxmd than hive 
signed an order for tho removal of his surgeon.” Olileara tooh f 
Icavo of Napoleon on tho 25th of July, when ho was honoured with 
introdnctions, and some mcwagcfl of affection, to tho Imperial fimifly 
and to Lady Holland, JJo,” said ho, *' the mterproter of my love 
for my good Lomsa, my excellent mother, and Panlmo. If you should 
see my son, embrace him for mo, and tell him never to forgot that ho 
was bom a French Pnneo Asiuro Lady Holland of tho feclmgs 
which I ontortiun of her kmdncss, and the esteem which I bear 



towards her Try to send me anthcntic infonuntion concerning the 
manner in which my son is brou^t iq) ” The Emperor then 
embraced the surgeon, saying "Adieu, O’^Ieara, we shall meet no 
more May you be happy I 



DR STOKOE GOTJRGAXJD 

O’Meaia bemg dismissed, Su Hudson Lowe again ventuied eai’- 
nestly to lecommend to Ins prisoner tlie services of a Mr. Baxter, his 
own surgeon, with whom the Emperoi had on various former occasions 
declined to hold any communication — having, as he undoubtedly 
thought, good reason to suspect the motives foi this peculiar mterest 
in his health He offeied, however, to receive the attendance of 
Dl Stokoe, Smgeon of the Vonqueioi, which, after some difficulty, 
was permitted,, but, in a few months, that gentleman, like his prede- 
cessor, was dismissed, for lehismg to dishonour himself and his pro- 
fession, by becoming the Govemoi s spy. His removal was signffied 
to the Empeior, m a letter containing some necessary professional 
dnections, bearmg date the 21st of January, 1819. This letter it 
was ndicuiously sought to construe mto a felomous act bemg, as the 
Governor alleged, an illegal commumcation with the French On this 
occasion, as if by way of letort, Lord Bathurst professed to be ashamed 
of Sir Hudson Lowe, and Dr. Stokoe was promptly ^ent back to his 
post in the Conquewr; but, unhappily, Sn Hudson was snffeied to 
remain at Plantation House 

Eiom January till September, 1819, when an Itahan physician, 
named Antommai chi, sent at the request of the Emperor by Madame 
Meie and Caidinal Fesch, aiaived m the island, Napoleon had no 
medical attendant whatevei. He had meanwhile, however, been 
deprived of two other of his followers, Madame Montholon and 
. General Gourgaud, who had sought the Emperor’s permission to 
return to Em ope, on account of prolonged ill-health Gourgaud, on 
quittmg the island, is said to have made some levelations, tending 
to justify the conduct of Six Hudson Lowe and the British Ministeis , 
but as the pmport of these has been denied by then pietended autboi, 
and they depend on veibal lepoits, and 'are, m several unpoi-tant 
particnlaiB, concenung' -wbich Gourgaud coxdd not have been mis- 
taken, at vanance -rntb known facts, no lebance whatevei is to be 
placed upon tbem They weie prepaied, in all piobabdihr, to serve 
as matetials for the nent speech on St Helena, by Lord Bathurst, 
and endowed with a paternity which, if theu fabrication should pass 
undetected, might spaie the blushes of Sir Hudson Lowe To sunplv 
m some mo-^uro, the place of those who had left the island, there Ld 
come out with Antommarchi, two Italian piiests, the Abb^s Buonavita 
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and Yignoh Napoleon hod long desired tlio presence of a clergy 
t T>nn , but til bo bad been invariably rcprcicntcd to bo an otheut by 
tbo Engbflb Govemment, it irna ihongbt prudent to delay granting 
hii request till tho demand bccamo too pressing to bo icsutcd, ^ntbout 
pubbe wamdol 

"Whon tbo new doctor omvod, tbo Emperor bad ecarcoly been out 
of dooTB for eighteen montbs Ho felt consaons, tbnt bo “ ibould 
not mneh longer tronblo tbo digestion of tongs ” " Eor eighteen 
months longer — till March, 1821 — Antommorcbi struggled against 
the disease which was hastening his patient to tho grave , but without 
effect. Tho damp, unhealthy atmosphere of St Helena jrendered 
mcdicino unavailing , and tho Emperor grow daily worse Ho became I 
incapable of action had violent pama in his back and sides, his appe* | 
tito was gone , ho hod frequent vomitings, and was subject to fa i n t ing I 
fits. Tbo news of tbo death of his sistor, Ehxa, at tho end of tho year I 
1820, affected him deeply, and awakened tho moat gloomy forebodings | 
" Klim,” ho said, “ has just shewn us the way Dooib, which seemed 
to have ovotlooked my family, has b^un to strike lU My turn cannot 
bo far off I havo no longer strength, activity, nor energy remaining 
— I am no longer Napoleon — I bend beneath my yoke — I hardly 
exist. AH IB over i my days -wfll soon close on this miserable rock.” 

He then spolco of his son and of Mann Louisa. His physician tried 
to divert his thoughts, by starting other subjects. I understand 
you, said the Emperor let it be so , let ns forget , if, indeed, the 
heart of a father can over forget ! ” 

About the some tune, some fish, with which he had stocked a 
reservoir m tho garden at Longwood, died, in consequence of the 
water being poisoned by a mixture of copperas with the mastick used 
m cementing the hosm. ‘‘Everything that I love,” ho said “every ^ 
thmg that belongs to me is stricken. Heaven and mankind unite to 
afflict me ” Bed became a place of hixary to him, and his eyes conld 
icarely endure the light. He would lay with drawn curtams, some- 
times for days but he was sleepless and melancholy By degrees a 
death liko coldness seised his lower cxtremitiei ‘'Ah, doctor I” he. 
exclaimed, ‘how I suffer TThy did the cannon balls spare me to 
die m tbis deplorable manner? I, that was so active, so olerb can ^ 
now scarcely raise my eyehds.* 


SIR HUDSON LOiyE. 

Sir Hudson Lowe had constantly asserted that, notwithstanding 
the reports which reached him, he believed the prisoner to be weU; 
and that the rumours of his illness were merely pait of a system of 
fraud intended to frcditate his escape from St Helena. He even at 
one tune procured false bulletins of the Emperor’s health to be 
mmufactured by Mi. Easter, for the purpose of deceiving both the 
inhabitants of St. Helena and the people of England ^ That he could 
not really have doubted the Empeior’s indisposition, is certain, from 
the copies of private letters transmitted by him to England, extracts 
from which were sometimes published in the Government newspapers 
before the ongmals reached their destination. Assumed scepticism, 
however, served as a pretext for the infliction of additional indignities r 
on' the mail whose mind he had been unable to subdue. On learning 
that the orderly ofiB.cer, appointed to ascertain from day to day the 
presence of the Empeioi, was unable to see the prisoner on account 
of the confinement of the latter to his sick-chamber, the Governor went 
hunself to Longwood, accompanied by his whole staff, put authoritative 
questions to the domestics, paraded round the house, exammed the 
outlets, and, finally, threatened to force an entiance, if Napoleon, by 
a certain date, were not rendered visible when he desned. Mon- 
tholon and Antommarchi remonstrated against this savage resolution ; 
Sir Hudson, nevertheless, repeated his menace, and would doubtless 
have put it m execution, but that about this tune, the Empeioi, on 
the entreaty of his physician, of Bertrand, and of Montholon, con- 
sented to Hr Amott’s bemg called in for consultation on the disease 
under which the prisoner was dymg, upon which Su Hudson 
Consented to receive that gentleman’s report instead of the mihtary 
officer s, and the contemplated outrage was avoided. 

The Governor’s fears of an attempt on the part of his captive to 
I escape from custody, are said to have been grounded on the detection 
of a desperate scheme set on foot m America, by Miadame Equips, 
formerly mentioned as havmg been an object of some attention to 
Napoleon m Egypt. The Emperor had been informed of this 
project, and of other similar ones emanating from the same quarter, 
ut had invariably refused to sanction them, as he did also a more 
feasible plan for his hbeiation, conceived and cained to some extent 
by a danng smuggler, named Johnstone This man had desioned 
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a Bubmonno vessel which was to float nearly on a level with the 
rirfaco of the water, and was to have approached St, Helena, waited 
until the fllnstnoua captivo should bo able to elude the vigilanco of 
hiB guards, and having tnlccn him on board to have soiled instantly 
for the TTnitod States Tho vessel was commenced in one of the 
dock yards on tho Thames , but when nearly finished, tho Bntiah 
Government received information which led to its scuurc Tho 
last prcgcct, it may bo observed, could not possibly have mfluonced 
Sir Hudson Lowo m bu conduct, os it did not transpire till about tho 
time of tho Emperor’s death 

On tho 15th of April, Napoleon commenced drawing up his will, 
and was occupied with its details several days On the 19th, ho 
seemed better, was m good spirits, and able to sit up Montholon 
and bis other attendants expressed thar satisfaction at his improve- 
ment "You deceive younelvcs, my friends," ho said I fool that 
my end draws near "When I am dead, you will have tho sweet 




death -BED 

consolation of letimiing to Emope. One Bill meet his relations, 
another his foends , and for shall lejom my hravo companions 

in arms in the Elysian Fields. Yes ! ICeher, Dcsaix, Bcssidres, 
Duroc, Ney, Muiat, Massena, Bertliicr, b*i11 all come to greet me, 
and to talk to me of what we have done togctlici. I shall recount 
to them the latest events of my hfe. On seeing me, they will rekindle 
with enthusiasm and glory. We will discourse of our^ w ars willi the 
Scipios, the Hannibals, with Ctesar, and with Frcdcnc riicrc will 
he pleasure in that ; unless,” he added, laughing, “ they should he 
alaimed below to see so many warriors assembled together 1” 

Dr Arnott at this moment arrived. Tlie Empeior spoke to him for 
some tune, concerning the piogiess of liis disorder^ tlicn, in a solemn 
tone, he addressed hun on the wrongs and injmics which had been 
inflicted on himself by Sir Hudson Lowe ; and concluded by express- 
ing his conviction that England would end like the proud republic of 
Vemce For me,” he exclaimed, “ expiring on this frightful lock, 
tom from my family, and deprived of all, I bequeath the infamy and 
horroi of my death to the reignmg family of England ” 

As Napoleon’s health grew worse, those about him redoubled their 
zeal and attention — aimous to afford him a last proof of their devoted- 
ness Marchand, St Denis, and Antommarchi watched by turns at 
his bedside, and, as he was mcapable of bearing a light in the 
chamber, they weie compelled to render him such assistance as his 
situation demanded in profound darkness . hut no one regarded his 
own comfort or convenience m comparison with that of the Emperor. 
Pier on, Coursot, all the household at Longwood, were eager to take 
turns m the sad duty of administermg to the lehef of him whom they 
stdl regarded as their sovereign and father. His injunctions to them 
as to their conduct after his death weie frequent and solemn, and 
those relatmg to himself possess a melancholy inteiest “Let my 
heait,” he on one occasion said, “he taken out when I am dead, 
and earned to my deal Mam-Louisa Tell her how tendeily I have 
oved her , that I have mever ceased to love hei ! . Eepair to Home : 
M out my mothei, my family, give them an account of what you 
ave witnessed, of my situation, disoider, and death Tell them 
that the great Napoleon eipued m a state the most deploiable-’ 
wanting everythmg , abandoned to himself and his gloiw f ” - 
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On the second of Jlay, the fever had increased, and •was attended 
■with dclirinnu The Emperor epoto of nothing hnt France, of hi» 
son, and of his anaent comrades "Stcmgcl, Dcsaix, Mosscnal” 
he cned, " Ah I the victory mli bo gained I hasten, urge the charge I 
They are onral” Ho leaped ljnm'‘tho bed, but Ins strength faflod 
and his attendants vith the gentlest care replaced hum Ho 
nftenrardi recovered suiBaentiy to give directions for opening his 
body oiler death and for tho disposal of his remains, m case 
permission should not bo granted to convey him to Franco or Corsica, 
Ho adjured dus fbUcnTCrs to bo faithful to hia memory, and to each 
other “I have sanctioned oil tho beat pnnaplcs,” ho said, ‘*ond 
mfosed them into my Ians, into my acts — thoro is not ono which 
I have felled to consccrato Unfortunately tho carctumtanccs wero 
trying, I was compelled to use force, to delay reverses came, I 
conld not unbend tho bow, and Franco was deprived of tho liberal 
mstitntioni which I had planned for her ’ Ho then spolco of the 
fidchty and soUatade of his domestics, and recommended them to 
hn ofBcers— “And ray poor Chinese I” ho added, “let not them 
he forgotten Give them a score or two of napoleons, and bid them 
farewell for mo I** 

On the 3rd, the AbW Vignali administered to hTm the sacrament 
of extreme unction ‘ I am neither philosopher nor phynoan,” 
exclaimed the Emperor, ‘but I beheve m God, and am of the 
religion of my fethers. Every one cannot be an atheist who pleases. 
I was bom a cathohe, and wish to fulfil the duties that church imposes, 
and to receive the consolationB it administers ’ 

At night, a violent storm burst over the island, rending the 
branches of the larger trees and tearmg up those of tho plantations 
by the roots. The fevounte willow of Napoleon, under which ho had 
been accustomed to ergoy the fresh air, was blown down It has 
been absurdty attempted from tins coincidence to establish tome 
resemblance between the Emperor and Oliver CromwelL 

The delmum and agony of Napoleon contumed throughout the day 
and night of tho 4tlL. The strong intellect, the giant mind which had 
, held the world m awe, and had been almost nnivertally deemed super 
human were now reduced to the humblest leveL Legitimate longs, 
pnnees, and oligarchs might henceforth breathe again with fiw^dom 


death 



and for a^vMe oppress mtiiout deai of the “ Bomgeors Avenger.” The 
parting thoughts of the Hero Tvere in the strife amid "which he had 
hved THe d^amde’’ weie the last words which escaped his lips. At 
eleven minutes before six. m the evening of the 5th, he ceased to 
breathe TTis attendants were mconsolable Madame Bertiand had left 
her sick-couch to be present mth her childien at the mournful scene ; 
and the valet Noverraz was supported — half dead — to his master’s 
bedside All were in teais j loud sobs filled the chamber 

The body was opened on the 6tb, by Antommarchi, m the presence 
of five English medical men ; and the immediate cause of death was 
ascertamed to have been cancer of the stomach — the disease of which 
the Emperor’s father died. Napoleon had desired, m bis "will, that 
" bis ashes should repose on the banks of the Seme, m the midst of 
the Erench people, whom he had loved so well ; ” but this was not 


permitted by the BiitiabTory GoverDmeut it rrn» not crcn oHo'wed 
that hifl heart should be taken from the island, ihongh bequeathed to 
hifl mfo nor ■would Sir Hudson Lowe sanction the following inscrip- 
tion for his coffin — " Napoleon, N6 A Ajacao, le 15 Aoht, 1769 
mort A Samte HAlAne lo 6 Mai 1821 ” He msisted that the plate 
should hear nothing but “ General Bonaparte * and, consequently 
it remained wholly uninscribed 

The body which was not embalmed for want of means, lay in state, 
m the small bed room at Longwood, dunng the 6th end 7th clad in 
the uniform of the Imperial Guard, girt mth sword and spurs, and 
decorated with the cordons and crosses of the XiCgion of Honour and 
the Iron Crown, — the camp bedstead on wbich it rested being 
ewerod by the blue mihtary cloak which Napoleon had worn at 
ilorongo The officers and soldiers of the 20th and 66th regiments 
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the whole popdauon of St. Helena, teonged to take a last look 

it die “ Conqueror and Captive of tlie eaitn. 

Ho was bo™e to the grave, on the 8th, by a party of Enghsh 
penadrors, and barred at a place called Slane’s Falky, about a league 



fioin Longvood, at a spot v?lience bis Cbmesc domestics bad been 
accustomed to procure him spring vatci, and vrbicb ivas surrounded 
i 111 ‘lomc droopiug willows. His coffin boie no lecoid, and bis tomb 
ivis wntbobt epitaph , but the rock of St Helena itself was bis 

I monument, and bis mcmoiy can perish only with the iccords of the 
1 w orld 

Loul Holland m the Biitisb House of Peers, thus spoke of the 
dtcci'^ed Bmperor, in the beginning of Angnst, 1822 — “ The veiy 
jicr^^on^ wlio detected tins great man have acknowledged, that, foi 
it n < t nturioc. tbcie bad not appeared upon earth a more extraordinary 





JIEUOVAI. TO EUROPE. 


character All Boropo has worn monmtng for the Hero , and those 
who contributed to that great saenfleo, ore devoted to the ctxccrationB 
of the present generation, as well as to those of posterity ” 

It was roservod for the English and French Governments of 1840, 
to fulfil the Emperor’s request, that his ashes might find a resting 
place in the land to which his gemus and energies had been devoted. 
hL Thiers, Ftudo Minister of !^nnco, having, m the month of May, 
apphed to the British Cabinet concemmg the removal of the fflustnoui 
dead, received a frtmh and ready permission for his m^mnation Tho 
following 18 an extract fixun tho offiaol commnnicataons that passed on 
tho snhjcct — " Tho Government of her Bntannic Majesty hopes that 
the promptness of its answer may bo conndered m Franco as a proof 
of its desire to blot out tho lost trace of those national ammositics, 
which, during the life of the Emperor, armed England and Franco 
agamst Kich other Tho BnUsh Government hopes, that if inch 
sentiments survive anywhere, they may bo boned in tho tomb about 
to receive the remains of Napoleon ” 





